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Never Ignore Bad Breath
Your cat jum ps onto your lap for its morning scratch session, nuz- 

A  zles your face in appreciation, and you get a whiff of “morning 
mouth” that you thought was only a human condition. Now we 

humans would race to the bathroom, brush, gargle, and hope we smelled 
sweeter. But your feline friend can't do that, and what you smell could be 
signaling a serious problem. Do not ignore it!

Ninety percent of the time, bad breath in cats almost always indicates a 
dental problem. Cats get gingivitis, an inflammation of the gums caused by 
plaque and tartar build up on the surface of the teeth. One indicator of gin
givitis is bad breath, and the problem is easily treated by having your cat’s 
teeth cleaned. When signs of gingivitis (red, bleeding gums and bad breath) 
are ignored, your cat is at risk of developing a more serious oral problem. 
Periodontitis, which results from gingivitis that has been neglected, affects 
the structures supporting the teeth. If your cat shows any of the signs of 
gingivitis, combined with an unwillingness to eat, the gingivitis may have 
advanced to periodontitis, which makes it painful and uncomfortable to 
chew food.

Another complication of untreated mouth ailments is stomatitis, inflam
mation of the entire mouth. By this point there may be large painful sores in 
your cat’s mouth and she is likely not eating. Because currently there is no 
good treatment for it, sometimes the only remedy is to pull the teeth.

Early diagnosis and treatment of dental disease is the best way to keep 
morning breath away.

How to Introduce One Cat to Another
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If one cat shows hostility 
toward the other, don’t 
punish him. Instead, 
separate the cats for a 
day and try again.
Allow the resident kitty 
to retain his own special

spaces. Help your new 
cat find a different spot 
to call her own.

3. Give each kitty separate 
food and water bowls.

4. Make sure each cat has 
its own litter box.
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How to "Pill" 
Your Kitty

The thought of giving a cat a pill 
-j £  brings fear to many feline care- 

givers. If you don’t know how, 
giving a cat medication can be a bit like 
trying to grab a greased pig. Here are a 
few basic tips to help you get your cat to 
take her pill.

• Use two people — one to hold kitty, 
and one to administer the medicine.
If she begins to struggle, the holder 
can stabilize the front legs, protect
ing the doser from sharp claws.

• Kneel on the floor and sit your cat 
down facing away from you with the 
back and rum p close to you.

• Grip her upper jaw behind the fangs, 
pulling the upper jaw toward you so 
that the cat is looking at the ceiling. 
Use a little pressure if needed to 
open the lower jaw. But if kitty’s 
looking at the ceiling, the lower jaw 
should drop open. Place the heel of 
the hand that’s gripping the upper 
jaw on your kitty’s “forehead.” With 
the other hand, drop the tablet on 
top of the tongue as far back as you 
can without forcing it down.

•Close your cat’s mouth and stroke 
the throat a few times. When she 
licks her lips, you know the pill has 
gone down.

Since many medications are bitter- 
tasting, and cats have a keen sense of 
smell, crumbling a tablet on cat food may 
not work. One option is to try and hide it 
in food, like tiny meatballs and leave it for 
your kitty to discover.



Never Ignore Bad Breath
Your cat jumps onto your lap for its morning scratch session, nuzzles 

-v £  your face in appreciation, and you get a whiff of morning mouth that 
you thought was only a human condition. Now we humans would race 

to the bathroom, brush, gargle, and hope we smelled sweeter. But your feline 
friend can't do that, and what you smell could be signaling a serious problem. 
Do not ignore it!

Ninety percent of the time, bad breath in cats almost always indicates a den
tal problem. Cats get gingivitis, an inflammation of the gums caused by plaque 
and tartar build up on the surface of the teeth. One indicator of gingivitis is 
bad breath, and the problem is easily treated by having your cat’s teeth cleaned. 
When signs of gingivitis (red, bleeding gums and bad breath) are ignored, your 
cat is at risk of developing a more serious oral problem. Periodontitis, which 
results from gingivitis that has been neglected, affects the structures support
ing the teeth. If your cat shows any of the signs of gingivitis, combined with an 
unwillingness to eat, the gingivitis may have advanced to periodontitis, which 
makes it painful and uncomfortable to chew food.

Another complication of untreated mouth ailments is stomatitis, inflamma
tion of the entire mouth. By this point there may be large painful sores in your 
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ly there is no good treatment for it, sometimes the only 
remedy is to pull the teeth.

Early diagnosis and treatment of dental disease is the 8 £
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1. If one cat shows hostility 
toward the other, don’t 
punish him. Instead, sepa
rate the cats for a day and 
try again.

2. Allow the resident kitty to 
retain his own special 
spaces. Help your new cat

find a different spot to call 
her own.

3. Give each kitty separate 
food and water bowls.

4. Make sure each cat has its
own
box.
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How to "Pill" 
Your Kitty

The thought of giving a cat a pill 
brings fear to many feline care

givers. If you don’t know 
how, giving a cat medica
tion can be a bit like trying 

to grab a greased pig. Here are a 
few basic tips to help you get your 
cat to take her pill.

• Use two people — one to hold 
kitty, and one to administer the 
medicine. If she begins to 
struggle, the holder can stabi
lize the front legs, protecting 
the doser from sharp claws.

• Kneel on the floor and sit your 
cat down facing away from you 
with the back and rump close 
to you.

• Grip her upper jaw behind the 
fangs, pulling the upper jaw 
toward you so that the cat is 
looking at the ceiling. Use a lit
tle pressure if needed to open 
the lower jaw. But if kitty’s 
looking at the ceiling, the lower 
jaw should drop open. Place the 
heel of the hand that’s gripping 
the upper jaw on your kitty's 
“forehead." With the other 
hand, drop the tablet on top of 
the tongue as far back as you 
can without forcing it down.

•Close your cat’s mouth and 
stroke the throat a few times. 
When she licks her lips, you 
know the pill has gone down. 
Since many medications are 

bitter-tasting, and cats have a keen 
sense of smell, crumbling a tablet 
on cat food may not work. One 
option is to try and hide it in food, 
like tiny meatballs 
and leave it for your 
kitty to discover.
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get gingivitis, an inflammation of the gums caused by plaque and tartar build up on the surface 
of the teeth. One indicator of gingivitis is bad breath, and the problem is easily treated by hav
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cat shows any of the signs of gingivitis, combined with an unwillingness to eat, the gingivitis may 
have advanced to periodontitis, which makes it painful and uncomfortable to 
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Early diagnosis and treatment of dental disease is the best way to keep morning breath away.
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How to Pill Your Kitty
The thought of giving a cat a pill brings fear to many feline caregivers. If you don’t know how, 
giving a cat medication can be a bit like trying to grab a greased pig. Here are a few basic tips 
to help you get your cat to take her pill.

• Use two people — one to hold kitty, and one to administer the medicine. If she begins to 
struggle, the holder can stabilize the front legs, protecting the doser from sharp claws.

• Kneel on the floor and sit your cat down facing away from you with the back and rump 
close to you.

•Grip her upper jaw behind the fangs, pulling the upper jaw toward you so that the cat is 
looking at the ceiling. Use a little pressure if needed to open the lower jaw. But if kitty s 
looking at the ceiling, the lower jaw should drop open. Place the heel of the hand that s 
gripping the upper jaw on your kitty’s “forehead.” With the other hand, drop the tablet on 
top of the tongue as far back as you can without forcing it down.

• Close your cat’s mouth and stroke the throat a few times. When she licks  ̂
her lips, you know the pill has gone down. g 
Since many medications are bitter-tasting, and cats have a keen sense of

smell, crumbling a tablet on cat food may not work. One option is to try and 
hide it in food, like tiny meatballs and leave it for your kitty to discover.
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