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Medical College Calendar

First and Second Years 

1974

Monday, September 2

Wednesday, September 4-Friday, September 6

Friday, September 6 

Monday, September 9 

Wednesday, November 20 

Thursday, November 21-Wednesday,
November 27

Thursday, November 28-Friday, November 29 

Monday, December 2 

Friday, December 13

Monday, December 25

Labor Day, holiday

Orientation and registration for first year 

Registration for second year 

Opening exercises, 3 p.m.

Instruction begins, 9 a.m.

Fall term ends, 5 p.m.

Examinations 
Thanksgiving holiday 

Beginning of w inter term 

Instruction ends, 5 p.m., Christmas recess 
begins 

Christmas Day, holiday

1975

Wednesday, January 1

Thursday, January 2

Friday, February 28

Monday, March 3-Saturday, March 8

Monday, March 3-Saturday, March 15

Sunday, March 9-Sunday, March 16
Monday, March 17
Saturday, April 12-Sunday, April 20

Monday, May 26
Friday, May 30

Monday, June 2-Wednesday, June 4 
Friday, June 6

Monday, June 9-Wednesday, June 11

The dates shown in this calendar are subject to 
change at any time by officia l action of 
Cornell University.

New Year’s Day, holiday
Christmas recess ends, instruction begins 9 a.i

W inter term ends, 5 p.m.
Examinations for second year

Examinations for first year

Spring recess for second year
Spring term begins for first and second years

Spring recess for first year

Memorial Day, holiday

Instruction ends for second year, 5 p.m.
Examinations for second year

Instruction ends for first year, 5 p.m.

Examinations for first year



Third Year

1974

Monday, September 2 
Tuesday, September 3 
Monday, October 28 
Monday, November 25 
Thursday, November 28 
Saturday, December 14, 1 p.m.-Thursday, 

January 2, 8 a.m.

1975

Thursday, January 2

Monday, February 24

Monday, April 14-Saturday, April 19
Monday, April 21
Monday, May 19
Monday, May 26
Monday, June 9

Friday, July 4 
Saturday, August 2

Fourth Year 

1974

Tuesday, September 3
Thursday, November 28
Saturday, December 14-Thursday, January 2

1975

Wednesday, May 14 
Thursday, May 22 
Saturday, May 24 
Wednesday, May 28

Elective Modules

A September 3-October 5 (five weeks)
B October 7-November 9 (five weeks)
C November 11-December 14 (five weeks)
D January 2-February 8 (five weeks)
E February 10-March 15 (five weeks)
F March 17—April 19 (five weeks)
G April 21-M ay 24 (five weeks)

In enacting this calendar, the Medical College 
has scheduled classes on relig ious holidays.
It is the intent of Senate legislation that stu­
dents missing classes due to the observance 
of religious holidays be given ample opportu­
nity to make up work.

Labor Day, holiday
Registration; instruction begins for third year 
First rotation of Section II, Divisions C, D, and E 
Rotation of Section I, Divisions A and B 
Thanksgiving Day, holiday

Christmas recess

Second rotation of Section II,
Divisions C, D, and E 

Midyear rotation of all divisions of 
Sections I and II 

Spring recess
First rotation of Section I, Divisions C, D, and E 
Rotation of Section II, Divisions A and B 
Memorial Day, holiday 
Second rotation of Section I,

Divisions C, D, and E 
Independence Day, holiday 
Instruction ends for third year

Registration
Thanksgiving Day, holiday 
Christmas recess

Research Awards, 12 noon 
Convocation, 5 p.m. 
Instruction ends 
Commencement, 3 p.m.
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Cornell University

The Medical College

Purpose and History

Cornell University Medical College has as its 
aim excellence in its students who are chosen 
for admission with the expectation that they 
w ill be leaders in the field of medicine. It 
encourages research and the advancement 
of medical knowledge not only as an end in 
itself but also because science is the most 
important underpinning of the broad knowl­
edge that a medical student must obtain in 
preparation for further graduate study. To the 
end that students may become leaders, Cornell 
strives to stimulate creativity and foster inde­
pendent thought and study. That they may 
develop a sense of social commitment, it 
attempts to expose students to real life re­
sponsibilities in a variety of practice settings, 
always with attention to the optimal care of 
patients.

Cornell University Medical College was estab­
lished on April 14, 1898, by the Board of 
Trustees of Cornell University. Although the 
University, which had been founded in 1865, 
was situated in Ithaca, New York, the Medical 
College was established in New York City in 
order to take advantage of the clin ical teaching 
opportunities available in a large metro­
politan area. The original faculty was com­
posed of a group of distinguished professors 
who had previously operated a teaching insti­
tution known as the Medical College Laboratory. 
The Laboratory was at one time affiliated with 
the medical department of New York University.

The Trustees of Cornell University had wanted 
to form a medical education unit at various 
times since the founding of the University and, 
in 1898, the generous gifts of Colonel Oliver H. 
Payne made possible the establishment of 
the Medical College. Colonel Payne, who pro­
vided funds for the support of the College for 
several years, later created a permanent endow­
ment by donating a gift of more than $4 
m illion to the College.

The first dean of the Medical College was 
Dr. William Mecklenburg Polk. Among the early

faculty members were such renowned scientists 
as Dr. Lewis A. Stimson, professor of surgery; 
Dr. James Ewing, professor of pathology; 
and Dr. Graham Lusk, professor of physiology. 
The College has been well known from the 
time of its establishment for a faculty com­
posed of persons distinguished both as sci­
entific investigators and as teachers.

In 1900, the College occupied its first perma­
nent headquarters at Twenty-eighth Street and 
First Avenue. In 1927, the College entered 
into its first formal affiliation with The New York 
Hospital. The College was one of the first in 
the country to admit women as well as men.
It was also one of the first to require a degree 
from an undergraduate college as a standard 
for admission.

The Medical College moved to its present 
location in 1932, which marked the opening of 
The New York Hospita l-Cornell Medical Center.

Facilities for Instruction

The Medical College

Instruction in the medical sciences is conducted 
in a series of joined build ings along York 
Avenue from Sixty-eighth to Seventieth Streets. 
The entrance to the Medical College, at 1300 
York Avenue, is in the Samuel J. Wood Library 
and Research Building. The main reading 
room, the catalog and reference sections, and 
the area for the current journals of the Library 
are on the first floor of th is build ing. The 
B and D areas of the Medical College adjoin 
the Wood Building on the north and south 
sides. Additional research and teaching fa c ili­
ties, as well as the central animal care labo­
ratories, are located between the A and B 
build ings in the new W illiam Hale Harkness 
Medical Research Building. The upper floors of 
the central portion of the Medical College 
house the Departments of M icrobiology, 
Pathology, Physiology and Biophysics, and 
Public Health, along with the research labo­
ratories for several of the clin ica l departments.
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9 Facilities for Instruction

The Department of Anatomy is in the build ing 
at Seventieth Street (Area A), and the building 
at the Sixty-eighth Street end of the College 
(Area E) houses the Departments of B iochem­
istry and Pharmacology. The central build ings 
of the College are joined to the main hospital 
build ings on each of the seven floors. The 
College auditorium, the student laboratories 
and lecture rooms for the basic science de­
partments, and the extensive research facilities 
for staff and students are also housed in the 
build ings along York Avenue.

Graduate School of Medical Sciences

The Graduate School of Medical Sciences, one 
of the three academic units on Cornell's 
New York City campus, was organized in 1952 
as a semiautonomous component of the 
Graduate School of Cornell University and is 
responsible for administering all advanced 
general degrees granted for study in residence 
on the New York City campus. The school is 
composed of two divisions: the Medical College 
Division consisting of faculty members prin­
cipally from the basic science departments of 
the Cornell University Medical College, and 
the Sloan Kettering Division consisting of staff 
members from the Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center.
The faculty of the Graduate School of Medical 
Sciences currently offers graduate programs 
leading to the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 
eleven biomedical fields: biochemistry, bio­
logical structure and cell biology, biology, 
biomathematics, biophysics, genetics, m icro­
biology, neurobiology and behavior, pathology, 
pharmacology, and physiology. These programs 
are designed for students interested in careers 
in teaching and research in the various basic 
biomedical sciences.
All of the facilities of the Cornell University 
Medical College and the Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering Cancer Center are available to 
graduate students. Such facilities include, in 
addition to well-equipped classrooms and 
libraries, unexcelled modern laboratories and 
equipment for research. For further details, 
refer to the Announcement ot the Graduate 
School of Medical Sciences.

The New York Hospital
Clinical instruction is given in the eleven sepa­
rate departments forming The New York 
Hospital. The Medical and Surgical Depart­
ments occupy the central hospital building, 
the Women’s C lin ic (Lying-in Hospital), the 
Pediatric Department, and the Psychiatric 
Department (Payne Whitney Clinic) extend from 
north to south, overlooking the East River. 
Each c lin ic  contains facilities for bed patients, 
an outpatient department, lecture rooms, and 
laboratories for c lin ical study and research. 
Special provision has also been made for stu­

dent laboratory work. The Department of Medi­
cine occupies the second to fourth floors of 
the central hospital build ing with semiprivate 
areas for bed patients and three floors for the 
outpatient department. There are extensive 
laboratories for chemical, physiological, and 
biological research. The Department of Surgery 
utilizes the fifth to the ninth floors for semi­
private beds and outpatient services as well 
as facilities for the various surgical specialties. 
The operating rooms are on the tenth and 
eleventh floors. Above these are six floors 
containing 128 rooms for private patients. 
Living quarters for the resident staff are in 
the new house-staff residence across York 
Avenue. The entire Hospital has a capacity of 
approximately 1,350 beds. The Westchester 
Division in White Plains, New York, contains an 
additional 281 beds. This Division, together 
with the Payne Whitney Clinic, forms the 
Department of Psychiatry of The New York 
H ospita l-C om eli Medical Center.

The chairman of each department is responsible 
for the care of patients and the conduct of 
professional services in the Hospital. The 
chairman is also the professor in charge of the 
corresponding department in the Medical Col­
lege. Every clin ical department is staffed by 
a corps of salaried faculty members, including 
the chairman, who devote their full time to 
the service of the College and the Hospital. 
Other members of the faculty devote part of 
their time to private practice.

The Hospital for Special Surgery

The Hospital for Special Surgery, maintained 
by The New York Society for the Relief of the 
Ruptured and Crippled, was founded in 1863 
as the first institution in the United States for 
the treatment of orthopedic conditions. It 
affiliated with The New York Hospita l-Com eli 
Medical Center in 1949 and moved to its present 
location at 535 East Seventieth Street in 1955. 
The Hospital consists of a modern facility  con­
taining 204 beds, caring for some 3,500 in­
patients a year and 11,000 outpatients in 
nineteen subspecialty clinics. Twenty-four 
residents are trained in a three-year program 
in orthopedic surgery with an elective fourth 
year. The Hospital maintains a school for the 
training of practical nurses.

The Philip D. Wilson Research Foundation was 
opened in 1960 to investigate the causes, 
prevention, and improvement in the treatment 
of orthopedic and rheumatic diseases.

The Hospital for Special Surgery provides the 
orthopedic and rheumatic diseases services for 
The New York Hospita l-Com eli Medical Center.

The Burke Rehabilitation Center

The Burke Rehabilitation Center, 785 Mamaro- 
neck Avenue, White Plains, New York, was
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founded in April, 1915, by John Masterson 
Burke as a tribute to the memory of his mother, 
Winifred Masterson Burke. On March 14, 1968, 
the Burke Center became affiliated with The 
New York Flospital-Cornell Medical Center.

A 150-bed rehabilitation center accredited by 
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Hospitals, the Burke Rehabilitation Center offers 
a m u ltid iscip linary approach to the rehabilita­
tion phase of total medical care. Since the 
primary objective of its program is the integra­
tion of the disabled patient into the com ­
munity as a responsible individual functioning 
at maximum potential, the Center offers its 
diagnostic, evaluative, and treatment services 
to those of all ages who have need fo r medical 
rehabilitative care.

The comprehensive program includes: services 
of physicians trained in rehabilitation and all 
other medical specialties, nursing care, nutri­
tional research and therapy, occupational 
therapy, physical therapy, speech and hearing 
services, psychological and psychiatric services, 
social services, and vocational evaluation and 
training.

Among the research and study programs being 
conducted at the Burke Rehabilitation Center 
are: a demonstration research program in 
nutrition and metabolic disease, a stroke re­
search study, a Parkinsonism research study, 
a cardiopulmonary study, and sociomedical 
studies.

Manhattan Eye, Ear, and 
Throat Hospital
One of the world 's principal centers for the 
diagnosis and treatment of disorders of sight, 
hearing, and speech, Manhattan Eye, Ear, and 
Throat Hospital became affiliated with Cornell 
University and The New York Hospital in 1968. 
In addition to its programs of patient care 
and treatment, th is hospital now serves as 
Cornell University Medical College's teaching 
fac ility  in ophthalmology and otorhinolaryngology 
and as a patient referral center for those spe­
cialties. Medical teaching is under the d irec­
tion of the Medical College which, along with 
The New York Hospital, provides a wide range 
of consultative and other services not ord i­
narily available in a specialty hospital.

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center
Memorial Hospital is the clin ica l unit of the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. The 
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research 
is the research unit.

In the terms of the Douglas Deeds of Trust 
set up by the late Dr. James Douglas, who 
provided the hospital with an endowment for 
the study and treatment of cancer and allied

diseases, Memorial Hospital became affiliated 
with the Cornell University Medical College in 
1914. The agreement between Memorial Hos­
pital and the College requires that the pro­
fessional staff of the Hospital be named by the 
Council of the Medical College, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Managers of the 
Hospital. The facilities of Memorial Hospital 
offer unusual opportunities for instruction in 
the pathology, diagnosis, and treatment of 
neoplastic diseases. Memorial Hospital, which 
includes the James Ewing Pavilion, has 600 
beds.

Sloan-Kettering Institute, founded in 1945, 
brought a major research establishment into 
th is large and active cancer treatment center.

North Shore University Hospital

North Shore University Hospital is a 450-bed, 
general care, voluntary institution in Manhasset, 
Long Island, serving heavily populated portions 
of Nassau, Suffolk, and Queens Counties. It 
became form ally affiliated with Cornell Uni­
versity Medical College in 1969.

All members of the medical staff of North Shore 
University Hospital are appointed to the faculty 
of the Medical College and participate in its 
teaching programs. In addition, each clin ica l 
service has a staff of fu ll-tim e faculty members 
involved in research, teaching, and clin ical 
activities. Through outpatient and educational 
services, emergency facilities and outreach 
clin ics, North Shore University Hospital's 
community-oriented program provides an im­
portant experience for students in the Medical 
College. Opportunities for c lin ica l instruction 
are provided in medicine, neurology, surgery, 
pediatrics, pathology, psychiatry, radiology, and 
obstetrics-gynecology at the second-, third-, 
and fourth-year student levels. Since 1967, 
jo in t programs of internship, residency, and 
fe llowship tra ining have been offered in con­
junction with The New York Hospital and 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.

The Loomis Laboratory

The original Loomis Laboratory, which was 
founded in 1886 at 414 East Twenty-sixth 
Street, provided research and teaching fac ili­
ties for Cornell faculty members before the 
Medical College was moved to its present loca­
tion. A teaching laboratory in the Department of 
Pathology is named the Loomis Laboratory in 
recognition of the earlier institution.

The Russell Sage Institute of 
Pathology
The Russell Sage Institute of Pathology has 
been associated with the Medical College since 
1913 and was incorporated into The New York 
Hospital in 1932. The Institute supports work
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in metabolism and human genetics that is . 
conducted by members of the Departments of 
Medicine and Physiology. The medical director 
of the Institute is Dr. Alexander G. Bearn, 
professor of medicine.

Libraries
Samuel J. Wood Library

The main library of the Medical College is 
located on the first floor of the Samuel J. Wood 
Library and Research Building, to the right 
of the 1300 York Avenue entrance at Sixty- 
ninth Street.

Fifteen hundred current journals are received 
and the total collection has reached more than 
100,000 volumes. Participation in com munica­
tion and library networks enables the library 
to produce needed items quickly.

The library is equipped with a communications 
terminal linked to a computer to provide 
searches of the medical literature. The infor­
mation and reference department receives 
requests for these searches. Typing and 
duplicating services and, most importantly, a 
staff w illing to help, are also available.

The library is open during the week from 
8:45 a.m, until 11:00 p.m., on Saturdays from
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., and on Sundays
from 1:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. The library is
closed on Christmas and New Year's Day and
the other holidays noted in the calendar, 
pp. 4-5.

Department Libraries

Several departments also have libraries housing 
journals and books pertaining to specific areas. 
These collections, photocopies of materials 
from other libraries, including the National 
Library of Medicine and all major medical and 
academic libraries in the United States, supple­
ment the holdings of the main library.

The Oskar Diethelm Historical Library

Begun in 1936, the Oskar Diethelm Historical 
Library has grown to be an excellent collection 
of nearly 10,000 original works published 
before 1920 relating to the history of psychiatry 
and allied subjects. Together with a modern 
reference collection, the library serves as the 
center of research and training activities of the 
section on the history of psychiatry and the 
behavioral sciences in the Department of 
Psychiatry.

Admissions
Requirements
In defining the qualifications for admission, the 
faculty of Cornell University Medical College

attaches particular importance to the liberal 
and general education implied by the acquisi­
tion of a college degree. Although most 
applicants to the Medical College will have 
completed four years of college, possession of 
an undergraduate degree is not a requirement 
of candidates for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine from Cornell University. Applications 
w ill be seriously and carefully considered from 
students who will have completed only three 
years of undergraduate work and whose per­
sonal, educational, and social maturation seems 
to warrant earlier admission to the study of 
medicine. Some of these applicants may be 
able to satisfy the requirements for a bacca­
laureate degree in the ir colleges by success­
fully completing the first year of medical 
school.

The basic premedical requirements that all 
students must fu lfill in order to qualify for 
admission to the study of medicine in New York 
State are published in the Regulations of the 
Commissioner of Education. In conform ity with 
these regulations, Cornell University Medical 
College requires for admission the satisfactory 
completion of at least six semester hours in 
each of the following subjects: English, 
physics, biology or zoology, general chemistry, 
and organic chemistry. Although these re­
quirements form the basis of e lig ib ility  for 
admission to the medical course, they should 
be considered as representing an irreducible 
minimum.

A sound preparation in biology, chemistry, and 
physics is essential for a student planning to 
study medicine, and course work in the be­
havioral sciences is becoming increasingly 
important. A student not majoring in one of the 
sciences should realize that a thorough basic 
training in the concepts and methods of sci­
ence can only be acquired through rigorous 
laboratory experience. A science major, on the 
other hand, should not overlook the broad 
educational value of study in the humanities 
and social sciences. In planning premedical 
work, students are advised to elect subjects 
that w ill lay a broad foundation for medical 
study rather than to anticipate courses required 
in the medical curriculum.

Selection

Each year the Committee on Admissions of 
Cornell University Medical College selects a 
class of about one hundred students from over 
4,500 applicants. In doing so, the com mittee’s 
goal is to accept students who they feel are 
best prepared to provide future leadership in 
the field of medicine. Selection o f students 
is influenced by the type of undergraduate 
preparation and demonstrated academic accom­
plishment. Also important are motivation and 
other personal characteristics such as ma­
turity and stability of the individual. Cornell
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attempts to maintain a heterogeneous student 
body by selecting well qualified students from 
diverse geographic, academic, and racial back­
grounds. The number of students from any one 
college, region, race, or sex may thus vary 
from year to year. Well motivated students 
from particularly adverse economic or social 
backgrounds who have had substandard edu­
cational opportunities are also admitted.

It is the policy of Cornell University actively to 
support equality of educational opportunity.
No student shall be denied admission to the 
University or be discrim inated against other­
wise because of race, color, creed, religion, 
national origin, or sex.

Admission policies are also in conform ity with 
the policy of New York State in regard to the 
American ideal of equality of opportunity as 
embodied in the Education Practices Act.

Application

Application to Cornell University Medical Col­
lege can be made only through the American 
Medical College Application Service (AMCAS) 
application process: American Medical College 
Service, Suite 301, 1776 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. AMCAS 
is the sole distributor of application forms 
and instructions. These are obtained by for­
warding an application request card to AMCAS. 
Request cards are available from premedical 
advisers and from medical schools. Upon 
receipt of the AMCAS application by Cornell, 
additional information w ill be requested and 
instructions w ill be given about submission of 
letters of evaluation. The evaluation of a pre­
medical advisory committee is preferred. If this 
is not available, two letters of evaluation, 
from members of the undergraduate faculty 
of the applicant’s college well acquainted 
with the student, may be substituted. After 
receipt of the supplementary information, the 
letters of evaluation and the $25 fee, the Com­
mittee on Admissions will select students for 
personal interviews. The fee can be waived for 
financial reasons for those applicants who are 
elig ib le for AMCAS fee waivers.

From among the large number of applicants, 
the committee selects for a personal inter­
view those students under serious considera­
tion. In the past few years, over one-third of 
all applicants have been selected for interview. 
Only rarely are students accepted by the 
Medical College without a personal interview.

The Committee on Admissions does not require 
an applicant to take the Medical College 
Admission Test (MCAT) but w ill review the 
scores if the examination was taken.

The committee will notify accepted applicants 
of its decisions between January 15 and 
February 15. If the committee takes favorable 
action, a letter of acceptance is forwarded to

the applicant who has two weeks to: (1) hold 
a place in the class in order to make a final 
decision at a later date, but not later than 
March 1, or (2) accept a place in the class by 
sending a deposit of $100. This deposit is 
deductible from the first tuition payment.

Advanced Standing

When vacancies occur, students may be ad­
mitted to advanced standing. Only those 
students who have completed their basic sc i­
ence course work as matriculated medical 
students in an accredited medical school are 
e lig ib le to apply for transfer to Cornell Uni­
versity Medical College. Applications for a place 
in the second or third year class may be 
obtained from: Office of Admissions, 411 East 
Sixty-ninth Street, New York, New York 10021.

Applicants who are accepted are required to 
make a deposit of $100 that is deductible 
from the first tuition payment. Candidates 
seeking admission to advanced standing must 
furnish evidence of having completed satis­
factorily, in an approved medical school, all 
of the work required of students in the class 
that they wish to enter. Applicants must also 
have sent to us two letters of evaluation from 
their medical school faculty, as well as a 
certificate of good academic standing from the 
medical school, or schools, they attended.
In addition, these candidates must have fu l­
filled the conditions for admission to the first- 
year class at Cornell University Medical College. 
They may be required to take examinations 
in any of the medical courses taken in 
another school.

Additional information about the Medical Col­
lege is contained in the booklet, Information 
tor the Applicant— 1974, which may be ob­
tained from the Office of Admissions.

Special Students

All students not registered in the Cornell Uni­
versity Graduate School of Medical Sciences 
or not registered for the M.D. degree are 
special students. Such students are special 
students in the true sense of the word and 
must be especially qualified in preparation, 
ability, and objective in order to receive any 
consideration. They may or may not be 
graduate students in the sense of having com­
pleted work for an undergraduate degree. 

Special students are admitted only by the 
consent of the head of the department, must 
be registered in the Adm inistration Office of 
the Medical College, and must pay their fees 
at the Business Office before being admitted 
to lectures or laboratory work. There is a 
matriculation fee of $10 and an administration 
fee of $5. Tuition fees vary depending upon 
the type of work taken. A breakage fee may 
be required.
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Educational Policies and 
Plan of Instruction

The Medical College is divided into seventeen 
departments. Seven of the departments are 
primarily concerned with the sciences under­
lying c lin ical medicine; they are the Depart­
ments of Anatomy, Biochemistry, Microbiology, 
Pathology, Pharmacology, Physiology and 
Biophysics, and Public Health. Ten depart­
ments have as their major function the study, 
treatment, and prevention of human diseases, 
and maternity care; they are the Departments 
of Anesthesiology, Medicine, Neurology, 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ophthalmology, 
Otorhinolaryngology, Pediatrics, Psychiatry, 
Radiology, and Surgery.

Responsibility for the educational policies of 
the Medical College Is shared by the Executive 
Faculty Council, consisting of the academic 
administrative officers and the chairmen of 
those departments with major teaching com ­
mitments to medical students, and the General 
Faculty Council composed of elected faculty 
representatives from all departments of the 
Medical College. The Medical Student Executive 
Committee consists of elected representatives 
from each of the four classes of medical stu­
dents and serves as a forum for student 
opinion and for communication between faculty 
and students.

Courses required to be completed by each 
student before the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
is conferred by Cornell University are offered 
by each department. The courses are ar­
ranged, in their sequence and duration, to 
develop logically the knowledge and training of 
students and to build up gradually the require­
ments needed for graduation with the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine. The various depart­
ments also offer courses and opportunities for 
special study open to regular medical students, 
to candidates for advanced degrees in the 
Graduate School of Cornell University, and to 
qualified advanced students of medicine who 
are not candidates for degrees.

Medical knowledge is so extensive that only a 
small part of that needed for a successful 
career in medicine can be acquired during 
the time devoted to medical study in the 
Medical College curriculum. The time devoted 
by the prospective physician to preparation 
for the practice of medicine includes at least 
one year, and often many more years, of 
graduate medical education as intern or resi­
dent in a hospital, either in c lin ical or labo­
ratory work or both. The required period of 
study at Cornell University Medical College 
extends over four academic years of at least 
thirty-three weeks each.

As medical science and medical practice may 
be pursued in a variety of ways, it is the policy 
of the College to encourage the student to 
vary his or her course of study according to 
special interests and particular talents as far as 
is consistent with meeting the requirements 
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine.

A thesis is not a requirement for graduation, 
but students are encouraged to engage in 
individual work, as time permits, with the hope 
that they may accomplish results worthy of 
publication. It is desirable, therefore, for some 
students to devote time to a single subject in 
which they have a special interest. The devel­
opment of great technical proficiency in the 
various fields of clin ical medicine is not ex­
pected during the regular medical course 
but must await adequate training after 
graduation.

First-Year Curriculum

The first year of study is devoted to anatomy, 
biochemistry, physiology, neurosciences, and 
introductory medicine, including the basic 
elements of physical examination, interviewing 
techniques, and the sociological determinants 
of disease. Clinical conferences are presented 
in these courses to illustrate the application 
of the basic sciences to clin ical medicine.
A series of weekly interdisciplinary sessions 
explores a wide range of medical topics, 
again emphasizing the interrelationships of the 
basic sciences to each other and to clin ical 
medicine.

Second-Year Curriculum

In the second year, the basic sciences of 
m icrobiology, pharmacology, and pathology are 
completed and the full-tim e clin ical cur­
riculum is begun with physical diagnosis, 
neurology, psychiatry, and public health. 
Weekly clin ical pathological conferences serve 
as a continuing point of integration of the basic 
and clin ical sciences.

Summers

In addition to scheduled time for electives 
during the first two years, the summers fo l­
lowing the first and second years are free and 
may be used to acquire, or to further, experi­
ence in investigative work, if a student wishes.

Third-Year Curriculum

Clerkships of seven to twelve weeks’ dura­
tion, In the forty-five week (September through 
July) th ird-year curriculum, provide a sound 
basic introduction to all the major c lin ical 
fields. When students have completed this 
clin ical core curriculum, they are sufficiently 
acquainted with the various clin ica l specialties
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to have identified their primary areas of in­
terest, both in the clin ica l and basic science 
fields. Accordingly, they are prepared to plan 
an educational program, for their final medical 
school year, which is best suited to their 
interests and needs.

In the spring of the third year, each student 
chooses a senior faculty member as an 
adviser to help in planning the fourth-year 
program. Numerous elective opportunities 
available in the Cornell Medical Center are 
described in the Catalog o f Electives. Other 
electives in the Center or in other educational 
institutions may be arranged with the approval 
of the student’s elective adviser.

Fourth-Year Curriculum

The fourth-year program is entirely elective. 
Thirty-five weeks long, it is divided into seven 
elective periods. Students who have sound 
educational reasons may defer certain modules 
of the third-year core curriculum until the 
final year.

Summer Fellowships

Several fellowships are available for selected 
students who wish to participate in investi­
gative work during the summers follow ing the 
first and second years.

One-Year Research Fellowships

Any student seriously interested in investigative 
work in the basic or clin ica l medical sciences 
may apply for a year's leave of absence to 
pursue research in the field of choice. Such 
research opportunities are available in all 
departments of the Medical College. A leave 
w ill be considered for investigative work in 
other institutions. In general, it is most con­
venient to take the leave between the second 
and third years, but it may be considered at 
other times in the medical course.

Coordinated M.D.-Ph.D. Programs

For students interested in teaching and re­
search careers in the basic biomedical sciences 
or in clin ica l medicine, two combined M .D .- 
Ph.D. programs are offered at Cornell Univer­
sity Medical College.
1. One M.D.-Ph.D. program is coordinated 
between Cornell University Medical College 
and the Cornell University Graduate School of 
Medical Sciences, and is described in the 
Announcement of the Graduate School of 
Medical Sciences. Graduate programs are 
offered in the fie lds of biochemistry, biological 
structure and cell biology, biology, biomathe­
matics, biophysics, genetics, microbiology, 
neurobiology and behavior, pathology, pharma­
cology, and physiology. Students in this pro­

gram work under the supervision of faculty 
members at the Medical College and the 
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research. 
This intramural M.D.-Ph.D. program can be 
entered at any time by matriculated Cornell 
medical students or by resident physicians on 
the house staff of hospitals affiliated with the 
Medical College.
2. The second M.D.-Ph.D. program is coordi­
nated between Cornell University Medical Col­
lege and the adjacent Rockefeller University 
and is described fully in a special announce­
ment of this program. Students in th is program 
pursue their medical education at Cornell and 
the ir graduate education in the many areas of 
study available at Rockefeller University, 
under the d irection of the Rockefeller faculty. 
Students completing this program receive an 
M.D. degree from Cornell University and a 
Ph.D. degree from Rockefeller University. 
Applicants to th is program must be accepted 
by the Cornell-Rockefeller Committee in the 
spring of the year of jo in t matriculation. In 
addition to the AMCAS application form, 
applicants to th is program must also file a 
special application form that is available from: 
Rockefeller University, York Avenue and 
East Sixty-sixth Street, New York, New York 
10021 .

In selecting between these two programs, an 
applicant should carefully survey the different 
areas of graduate study offered by the Cornell 
University Graduate School of Medical Sci­
ences and Rockefeller University and then 
select the program most consistent with his 
or her research and career goals. Both co­
ordinated programs are normally expected to 
require about six calendar years of study.

Questions about these programs should be 
addressed to: Office of Admissions, Cornell 
University Medical College, 411 East Sixty- 
ninth Street, New York, New York 10021.

Summer Fellowship Program for 
Minority Students

A summer fellowship program for minority- 
group premedical students has the specific 
aims of increasing the number of m inority- 
group students in medical schools, and of 
increasing the ir awareness of the great variety 
in medical career opportunities. Premedical 
students who have completed the ir jun io r year 
spend ten weeks as summer Fellows at the 
Medical Center. The Fellows receive a stipend 
of $100 per week, and are housed in Olin Flail, 
the medical students’ dormitory.

Fellows work three days a week at a variety 
of research activities with sponsors who are 
faculty members from different departments. 
The students in this program are often in­
volved jo in tly  with medical students who hold 
sim ilar fellowships. Two mornings a week are
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devoted to a specially designed course in 
cardiovascular physiology. The afternoons of 
these days are used for a series of d iscus­
sions about health problems of various com ­
munities, and visits to a neighborhood health 
center program.

Information regarding applications for fe llow ­
ships and all other aspects of m inority-group 
admissions can be obtained by writing to 
James L. Curtis, M.D., Associate Dean, Cornell 
University Medical College, Application should 
be made early in the junior year, and not later 
than April 15.

Advancem ent and Examination

The usual Cornell medical curriculum is 
divided into four successive academic years, 
each of which builds upon the subject mate­
rial of the preceding year. Generally, a student 
must complete all of the course work of one 
academic year before he or she can be ap­
proved for advancement by the faculty. Any 
student who, by quality of work or by conduct, 
indicates an unfitness to enter the medical 
profession, may, follow ing due process, be 
required, at any time, to withdraw from the 
Medical College.

At the end of each academic term, a student’s 
performance is normally evaluated in all of 
the required and elective courses of that term.
A student's final rating in a course is deter­
mined by performance in all of the course work 
including an evaluation of effort, seriousness 
of purpose, scholastic resourcefulness, and 
the results of examinations.

A final rating is made for each student at the 
end of the academic year based on the results 
of performance in all of the courses in the 
curriculum of that year. These final ratings are 
made by formal action of the faculty after review 
of recommendations of the Committee on 
Promotion and Graduation. This final rating 
places students into one of four groups:

1. Passed. Ordinarily, students are recorded as 
“ passed”  only if they have no deficiency in 
any subject. This rating confers e lig ib ility  for 
readmission to the Medical College in the 
next higher class unless, in instances of special 
concern, an ad hoc committee of the faculty 
determines the student unsuited for the medical 
profession.

2. Conditioned. Students who fail any required 
or elective courses are recorded as "con d i­
tioned.”  A “ conditioned” student w ill be 
reevaluated by the concerned faculty prior to 
the beginning of the next academic year and 
subject to conditions determined by the faculty. 
Students with a failure in one course after a 
single reevaluation w ill be required to remove 
the “ conditioned” status before the end of

the next academic year. Students with failures 
in two courses after reevaluation w ill be re­
quired to repeat the year.

3. Not passed. If, after reevaluation, a student 
has failures in three courses in any one year, 
he or she is recorded as “ not passed.”  A 
rating of “ not passed” carries ine lig ib ility  for 
readmission to the Medical College.

4. Special Review. Students with generally 
marginal performance for two or more years 
are subject to special review by the Committee 
on Promotion and Graduation. Students with a 
record of this kind who are judged unquali­
fied to continue medical studies at Cornell, 
w ill be inelig ib le for readmission to the Medical 
College.

At the close of every academic year, each stu­
dent is notified of his or her scholastic perfor­
mance for the year.

A transcript of the Medical College record of a 
student or graduate w ill be mailed on the 
student’s request to accredited hospitals and 
to educational or other well-recognized insti­
tutions as credentials in support of his or 
her application for a position or promotion.
All transcripts are marked "con fiden tia l”  and 
carry the instructions that they are not to 
be turned over to the candidate. This ruling 
is for the purpose of avoiding possible loss 
and fraudulent use of an official document 
of the Medical College.

Requirements for Graduation

The candidates for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine must have attained the age of 
twenty-one years and be of good moral char­
acter. They must have completed success­
fully four full courses of at least eight months 
each as regular matriculated medical students. 
They must have satisfactorily completed all 
the required work of the medical curriculum 
and must have passed all prescribed exami­
nations. Every candidate for a degree must 
pay, or satisfactorily arrange, all accounts due 
the University at least ten days before 
commencement.

Examinations for M edical 
Licensure

Graduates of Cornell University Medical College 
are admitted unconditionally to the examina­
tions for license to practice medicine in all 
states of the United States. Certified students 
and graduates of Cornell University Medical 
College are admitted to the examinations of 
the National Board of Medical Examiners, 
whose certificate is recognized by a majority 
of the state and federal territory licensing 
agencies and by the respective authorities of
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England, Scotland, and Ireland. Although na­
tional in scope and organized under the laws of 
the District of Columbia, the National Board 
of Medical Examiners is not to be confused 
with a federal governmental agency. For in­
formation, write to the National Board of 
Medical Examiners, 3930 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104.

Fees and Expenses

All fees for instruction and other charges are 
paid at the Accounting Office of the Medical 
College, Room D-07, 1300 York Avenue, New 
York, New York 10021. Veterans receiving 
federal or state educational benefits are re­
quired to report to the Veterans Affairs Office, 
Room D-07, immediately after registering.

Any individual who owes money to the Univer­
sity w ill not be allowed to register or re­
register in the University, receive a transcript 
of his or her record, have his or her academic 
credits certified, be granted a leave of absence, 
or have a degree conferred.

Application Fee. A nonrefundable charge of 
$25 is made for reviewing each application.

Acceptance Deposit. Each student admitted is 
given notice o f acceptance and a lim ited time 
(usually two weeks) in which to decide if he 
or she will enroll in the entering class. The 
student's name is not placed on the class list 
until the acceptance fee of $100 is paid. The 
fee is credited toward the tuition charge and 
is not refundable if the student fails to enter.

Tuition

Tuition for one academic year is $3000, starting 
July, 1974. (The amount of tuition may be 
changed during the academic year). It is pay­
able at the beginning of the academic year 
or in three equal parts, the first of which 
must be made at registration. For fourth-year 
students, the first installment w ill be due at or 
before September registration. No refund will 
be made in any instance. The follow ing are 
included in the tuition fee:
1. M atriculation fee.
2. Student hospita lization insurance. This 
calendar year insurance coverage is carried 
through the Associated Hospital Service (Blue 
Cross plan) and may be extended to spouses 
and fam ilies of married students at additional 
cost. The plan covers all hospital costs for a 
lim ited period of time for any student in good 
standing who is hospitalized in The New York 
Hospital. It assures the usual Blue Cross 
coverage for hospitalization in other hospitals.
3. Personnel health service.
4. Graduation fee and rental fee fo r cap and 
gown fo r graduation exercises.

Books, Instruments, and Microscopes

The average cost of books and instruments is 
distributed approximately as follows: First year, 
$400; second year, $350; third year, $225; 
fourth year, $75.

Each student is required to have a microscope 
of an approved type. The instrument should 
have scanning (3 -5 x ) ,  low-power (1 0 X ), 
and medium power (40 x )  dry objectives. It is 
important that the coarse adjustment of the 
scope permit a clearance of at least 30 mm 
between the 10 x  objective and the stage.
The scope should also be equipped with a 
well-working o il immersion system. The oil 
immersion objective, substage condenser,- and 
light source should produce sharp images of 
good resolution in a w ell-illum inated viewing 
field. Arrangements can be made to purchase 
a m icroscope from the College Book Store 
after arrival, if the student desires. Monocular 
m icroscopes are available for rental at $55 
a year. A lim ited number of binocular m icro­
scopes are available for rental at $90 a year. 
Anyone wishing to rent one should do so as 
early as possible on arrival in September.

Financial Aid

The Medical College has scholarship funds and 
loan funds to assist medical students who are 
in need of financial aid. These funds are de­
scribed below.

New York State programs for financial aid to 
New York State residents are mentioned at the 
ends of the sections on scholarships and loans.

Scholarships

Scholarship income is derived from the several 
endowed and invested funds and other sources 
listed below, and from an appropriation from 
the Medical College budget. Scholarship 
awards are made, to the extent of the funds 
available, on the basis of comparative financial 
need. Any student in good standing in the 
Medical College who has real financial need 
is e lig ib le to apply for assistance.

Awards to entering students are made on the 
same basis as to students already enrolled.
An applicant's financial situation should be 
accurately described in his or her application 
for admission, and he or she should discuss 
any anticipated need for financial help with 
members of the Admissions Committee when 
he or she is interviewed. An applicant who has 
been accepted for admission and has indicated 
the intention of enrolling at the Medical 
College may file a formal application for 
scholarship aid.

Awards, unless specifica lly indicated below, 
are made for one year only, and the financial
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situation is reviewed each year by the Com­
mittee on Financial Aid.

Vivian B. Allen Scholarship Endowment.
Through the generosity of the Vivian B. Allen 
Foundation, Inc., this endowment has been 
established to provide income to aid needy 
students of good scholastic standing who 
otherwise would not be able to complete their 
medical education.

Anonymous Scholarship Fund. This fund, 
established by a gift from an anonymous donor, 
is used to provide scholarships for worthy 
students who are in need of financial assistance.

The Lois and Max Beren Foundation may
award a scholarship to a promising student 
accepted for admission at Cornell University 
Medical College in an amount to be determined 
by consultation between the College and the 
Foundation. The student shall be selected by 
the College subject to the approval of the 
Foundation, and may be a candidate for either 
the Ph.D. or M.D. degree. It is the desire of 
the Foundation to assist a student who pos­
sesses great eagerness to pursue studies but 
who would find it impossible or impractical 
to do so without the financial support of the 
Foundation.

H. Meredith Berry Scholarship Fund. The in­
come from this endowment fund, established 
by gifts from Dr. H. Meredith Berry ’41, is 
used to help a needy and deserving student.

Siegfried and Josephine Bieber Scholarship 
Endowment. The income from the endowment, 
given by the late Mrs. Siegfried Bieber and 
the Siegfried and Josephine Bieber Founda­
tion, provides scholarships for students in good 
academic standing who need financial aid.

The John V. Bohrer Scholarship Fund was
endowed by a bequest from Laura S. Bohrer 
in memory of her husband, Dr. John V. Bohrer. 
Scholarships from the income are awarded 
to students "who shall express a w illingness 
and intention to restore to the trust fund the 
amounts received by them, as and when their 
circumstances perm it.”

Lucien and Ethel Brownstone Merit Medical 
Scholarship. Generous gifts to Cornell Univer­
sity Medical College and to three other New 
York City medical schools by the Lucien and 
Ethel Brownstone Foundation established the 
first American Merit Medical Scholarships. The 
income from the endowment established by 
the gift is to be awarded as a four-year 
scholarship to one or two students. The 
donors hope to encourage the most innately 
gifted, best educated, and most mature ind i­
viduals to enter the complex and humane

field of medicine. The first award was made 
in 1968.

Mary E. C. Cantle Scholarship Fund. The in­
come from this invested fund, which was 
established by a bequest from Mary E. C. 
Cantle, provides scholarships for worthy stu­
dents in the Medical College.

Robert J. Carlisle Fund. This fund, established 
by donations from the Society of Alumni of 
Bellevue Hospital, is used for special assistance 
to worthy students.

Lillian M. Charles Scholarship Endowment.
The income from this fund, which was estab­
lished by a generous gift from the late Mrs. 
Howard W. Charles, provides scholarship 
assistance for needy students who are in good 
academic standing.

Coppermines Foundation Scholarship Endow­
ment. Endowed by a generous g ift from the 
Coppermines Foundation, Inc., the income 
provides financial assistance for needy and 
worthy students.

Jean Davidoff and Elizabeth Cohen Scholar­
ship Fund. This endowment was established 
through a gift by Dr. Harry S. Berkoff '23, in 
memory of his sisters. The income is available 
annually to a student, or students, in the th ird- 
and fourth-year classes who are in need of 
financial aid and who, by their scholarship and 
conduct, have proved worthy of this. Such 
students should express their w illingness and 
intention to return to the fund the amounts 
received by them as and when the ir c ircum ­
stances permit.

Dean’s Special Scholarship Fund. This in­
vested fund was established through the 
generosity of many contributors. The income 
is used to provide scholarships for worthy 
students who are especially in need of 
financial assistance.

John E. Deitrick Scholarship Fund. This fund, 
established by a gift from The New York 
H ospita l-C om eli Medical Center Foundation, 
Inc., in honor of Dr. John E. Deitrick, formerly 
dean of the Medical College, is used to pro­
vide scholarships for worthy students who are 
in need of financial assistance.

Dr. Harry Eno Scholarship Endowment. Estab­
lished in 1955 by the g ift of the late Dr. Harry 
Eno, the income from this endowment provides 
scholarships for needy and worthy students 
in the Medical College.

The Jeremiah S. Ferguson Scholarship Fund
was established by the Board of Trustees of 
Cornell University in memory of Jeremiah S.
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Ferguson who, throughout his connection of 
more than forty years with the Medical College, 
devoted a great deal of his time to helping 
students with the ir individual problems and 
promoting their professional careers. The in ­
vestment income is awarded annually by the 
Committee on Financial Aid to a student or 
students in the third- and fourth-year classes 
in the Medical College who are in need of 
financial aid.

Joseph P. Ferrigan Endowment. The income 
from this endowed fund, established by an 
anonymous gift, is to be used to benefit a 
worthy and meritorious student in need of 
financial assistance.

The Wallace D. Garrabrandt Scholarship 
Endowment was established by the late 
Mabel G. Gormley, and the income is to be 
awarded annually to a regularly matriculated 
student of high academic achievement who 
is in need of financial assistance.

The Judge and Mrs. Samuel Jordon Graham 
Memorial Scholarship Endowment was estab­
lished by a bequest from the estate of
E. Norman P. Graham. The income provides 
scholarship assistance for deserving students 
of the Medical College.

Connie Guion Scholarship. Providing annual 
tuition for a student of the Medical College, 
this scholarship was established by Ambassador 
and Mrs. Vincent de Roulet to express their 
gratitude to the late Dr. Connie Guion ’17.

Lawrence W. Hanlon Scholarship Fund. This 
fund was established in memory of Dr. 
Lawrence W. Hanlon, who had given twenty- 
five years' to the service of the Medical 
College. In the last fifteen of those years, 
he was associate dean and, in that role, did 
as much as any one person ever has to shape 
the lives and careers of the students. Con­
tributions from his associates and friends 
make this fund possible.

Health Professions Scholarship Program. At
the present time, the Health Professions Schol­
arship Program, administered by the Public 
Health Service of the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, contributes 
some funds each year for students who demon­
strate financial need.

Dr. John A. Heim Scholarship Endowment.
The income from this fund, which was estab­
lished under the w ill of John A. Heim ’05, 
provides as many scholarships in the Medical 
College as there are funds available for that 
purpose. The awards are made to regularly 
matriculated students who are in need of 
financial assistance as provided for in the terms

of the bequest. First-year students who meet 
the prescribed standards are eligible.

The Irma T. Hirschl Scholarship. This fund, 
supported by a trust under the w ill of Irma T. 
H irschl, grants annual scholarships to stu­
dents. The w ill makes the follow ing statement 
of the donor’s wishes:

"A ll payments to medical schools selected by
my individual Trustees shall be applied
by such schools as student financial aid for 
medical education of deserving students who 
may be deemed worthy of such aid by the 
Scholarship Committee (or its equivalent) of 
each such school.

All payments herein shall be designated as 
The Irma T. Hirschl Scholarship. I d irect that 
the Scholarship Committee (or its equivalent), 
in designating the recipients of such financial 
aid, be guided by the follow ing criteria: 
Financial need, outstanding scholarship, and 
dedication to medical science, the easing of 
pain and protection of life. No discrim ination 
shall be made against applicants for financial 
aid on the ground of sex, race, relig ion, or 
national orig in. It is my desire, but I do not 
require, that a student, once selected for 
financial aid on the basis of the criteria set 
forth above, shall continue to receive financial 
aid throughout the years of such student’s 
dedicated and successful study, provided the 
student continues, in the judgm ent of such 
Scholarship Committee (or its equivalent), to 
meet the criteria set forth above."

Several other medical schools in the city are 
also beneficiaries under the trust.

Maier and Shantsya Hitzig Scholarship.
Through a generous gift, Dr. W illiam M. 
Hitzig ’29 established this endowed scholar­
ship in memory of his father and mother.
The income is allotted annually as a scholar­
ship, with preference given to students who 
have done meritorious work in internal medi­
cine.

The Dr. Edward Hoenig Scholarship Fund was
endowed by gifts from Dr. Robert Hoenig ’34 
and Dr. Theodore Hoenig ’40 in memory of 
their father, Dr. Edward Hoenig ’10. The in­
come is to provide financial assistance to needy 
but worthy students.

Samuel Hollander Prize Endowment. The in­
come from an endowed fund established by 
bequest of Dr. Samuel Hollander is to be 
awarded to a worthy student as a prize for 
scholarship by the Committee on Financial 
Aid.

The Ruth Hollohan Scholarship Fund was
established under the terms of the w ill of 
Jessie L. Hollohan in memory of Ruth Hollohan.
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