Course Syllabus
Community Food and Agricultural Systems
Environmental Studies and Agriscience 343
Spring 2008

Credit hours: 3.0
Class time: Monday and Wednesday, 3PM to 4:20PM
Location: Natural Resources, Room 152

Instructor: Phil Howard
Office Phone: 355-8431
Office Address: 316 Natural Resources
Office Hours: Wednesday, 1PM to 3PM
E-mail: howardp@msu.edu

Required Text:
2007. Menzel, Peter and Faith D'Aluisio. Hungry Planet: What the World Eats. Berkeley, CA: Ten Speed Press.

Description: Food and agricultural systems. Inputs, production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal. Industrialization, globalization and centralization of power. Community goals including ecological sustainability, social justice, economic viability and democracy.

Goals of the Course:
Investigate the paths food takes from fields to forks, both here and abroad
Explore the intersections of community, food, agriculture and the environment
Analyze dominant trends in food systems, and responses to these trends
Critically assess strategies to achieve sustainable food systems

Assignments:
Weekly postings to ANGEL discussion forums
Book review (or review of 3 films)
2 self-evaluations (mid-term and final)
Group research project

Grading Policy
30 points – 1 point for attending each class
28 points – 2 points for each weekly posting to Angel discussion
14 points – 1 point for participating in class discussions
50 points – Book review
28 points – Mid-term self-evaluation
50 points – Final self-evaluation
100 points – Final group project
Total – 300 points

Grading scale for the course (by percentage of the 300 points obtained):
90 to 100% - 4.0
85 to 89% - 3.5
80 to 84% - 3.0
75 to 79% - 2.5
70 to 74% - 2.0
65 to 69% - 1.5
60 to 64% - 1.0
<60% - no credit

Schedule:
Week 1
January 7 - Introduction

January 9 - Choose research questions and form research teams

Week 2
January 14 - Hungry Planet: Forward, Introduction, Australia
Why McDonald's Fries Taste So Good. Eric Schlosser. Atlantic Monthly, January, 2001.
Recommended: Eating Made Simple. Marion Nestle. Scientific American, September, 2007.

January 16 - Field Trip: East Lansing Food Cooperative

Week 3
January 21 - Holiday NO CLASS

January 23 - Guest: Amtul Waris, Women and Agriculture in India
Hungry Planet: Bhutan; Bosnia; Baked, Boiled, Roasted and Fried
The Green Revolution in the Punjab. Vandana Shiva. The Ecologist, March-April, 1991.
Recommended: Slow Food Nation. Alice Waters. The Nation, September 11, 2006.

Week 4
January 28 - Hungry Planet: Chad
What a Waste! (Interview with applied anthropologist Tim Jones). Robyn Williams. The Science Show, ABC Radio, December 4, 2004.
Recommended: The Afterlife of Trash: A Day on the Job with Brooklyn's Garbagemen. Elizabeth Royte. New York, June 26, 2005.

January 30 - Field Trip: Meijer Distribution Center, Lansing, MI

Week 5
February 4 - Hungry Planet: China, McSlow, Fast Food
Undercover in a Chicken Factory. Steve Striffler. Utne Reader, January/February 2004.
Recommended: Boss Hog. Jeff Tietz. Rolling Stone, December 14, 2006.

February 6 - Guest: Vicki Morrone, Food and Agriculture in Malawi

Week 6
February 11 - Hungry Planet: Cuba, Ecuador
The Last Farm Crisis, William Grieder. The Nation, November 2, 2000.
Recommended: Farm Power Without Farmers. Linda Lobao and Katherine Myer. Contexts, Fall, 2004.

February 13 - Field Trip: MSU Dairy

Week 7
February 18 - Hungry Planet: Egypt, France, Cart a la Carte, Street Food
Battle of the Food Chain. Tim Lang. The Guardian, May 17, 2003.
Recommended: The Wal-Mart You Don't Know. Charles Fishman. Fast Company, December, 2003.

February 20 - Field Trip: MSU Food Stores

Week 8
February 25 - Hungry Planet: Germany, Great Britain
What Will We Eat as the Oil Runs Out? Richard Heinberg. MuseLetter, December, 2007.
Recommended: An Agricultural Crime Against Humanity. George Monbiot. The Guardian, November 6, 2007.
Mid-term Self-Evaluation Due

February 27 - Guest: Jim Bingen, Food and Agriculture in France

Week 9
Spring Break

Week 10
March 10 - Hungry Planet: Greenland, Guatemala, Food with a Face, Meat
The New Landless Labourers. Felicity Lawrence. The Guardian, May 17, 2003.
Recommended: A Win for the Coalition of Immokalee Workers. Aaron Sarver. In These Times, April 12, 2007.

March 12 - Guest: René Rosenbaum - Labor and Agriculture

Week 11
March 17 - Hungry Planet: India, Italy
When Handouts Keep Coming, the Food Line Never Ends. Mark Winne. The Washington Post, November 18, 2007.
Recommended: Want Amid Plenty: From Hunger to Inequality. Janet Poppendieck. Monthly Review, July-August, 1998.
Book Review Due

March 19 - Guest: David Conner - Economics of Community Food Systems

Week 12
March 24 - Hungry Planet: Japan, Kuwait, Launching a Sea Ethic, Fish
Unfair Trade Winds. Felicity Lawrence, John Vidal and Steven Morris. The Guardian, May 17, 2003.
Recommended: The Organic Myth. Diane Brady. Business Week, October 16, 2006.

March 26 - Guest: Cynthia Vagnetti, Screening of "Voices from the Field"

Week 13
March 31 - Hungry Planet: Mali, Mexico
Excerpt from Chapter 5, "The Raw Underground." The Revolution Will Not Be Microwaved. Sandor Ellix Katz. 2006.
Recommended: The Vegetable-Industrial Complex. Michael Pollan. The New York Times Magazine, October 15, 2006.

April 2 - Field Trip: Allen Neighborhood Greenhouses

Week 14
April 7 - Hungry Planet: Mongolia, Phillipines, Diabesity, Meals
Fighting the World Hunger Myths: The Plowboy Interview with Frances Moore Lappe. Mother Earth News, March/April 1982.
Recommended: Chew the Right Thing (Interview with philosopher Peter Singer). Dave Gilson. Mother Jones, May 3, 2006.

April 9 - Guest: Gabriel Biber, The Garden Project, Lansing, MI

Week 15
April 14 - Hungry Planet: Poland, Turkey, US, Digestif
We Are What We Eat. Jamey Lionette. Alternet, December 10, 2007.
Recommended: Food Revolution: Americans Lose their Appetite for Anonymous Food. Brian Halweil. Yes Magazine, Spring 2006.
Group Projects Due

April 16 - Field Trip: MSU Student Organic Farm

Week 16
April 21 - Discuss group projects

April 23 - Community, Food and Agriculture Film Festival

April 29 - Final Exam. Turn in the final, revised version of your group project and your self-evaluation.
