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As you know, there are many highly talented individuals 
working at the Station. The various hobbies of Station 
employees are practically limitless.

Helen Melious in Entomology knitted these two flags 
commemorating the Bicentennial. Each flag contains more 
than 40 ounces of yarn, and it took Helen about 4 months to 
complete the job. We think they are outstanding and 
recommend to all of you the next time you are in En­
tomology to stop by Helen’s office and see them. We es­
pecially thank Helen for sharing her beautiful work with the 
rest of us at the Station.
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Dr. Robert M. Gilmer, Professor of Plant Pathology, and a

former head of that Department, retired from the Experi­
ment Station December 31, 1975.

Bob joined the Station faculty as an Assistant Professor 
in 1950, following completion of his Ph.D. degree at the Un­
iversity of Wisconsin. He was promoted to Associate 
Professor in 1954 and to Professor in 1959. He served as 
Head of the Department from 1967 to 1972, immediately 
after which he spent 2 years on an international agricultural 
assignment atthe University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He also ob­
tained additional foreign experience as a visiting plant 
pathologist for 6 months in 1957 at the East Mailing 
Research Station, England.

During his 25 years at the Geneva Station, Bob 
developed an international reputation for his research on 
virus diseases of tree fruits and grapevines. His con­
tributions have been invaluable in developing understan­
ding of the causes, origins, and reasons for several viral



and mycoplasma diseases. In addition to concentrating on 
developing practical methods to control these diseases, he 
also conducted studies on the transmission of the disease 
causing agents.

Results of these studies resulted in about 60 journal 
papers and in numerous popular articles. Bob also gave 
generously of his time to assist regulatory agencies, 
nurseries, and growers in implementing practical programs 
resulting from his research findings. At the same time, he 
worked closely with scientists in other disciplines, es­
pecially fruit breeders.

Bob and his wife, Eleanor, live on Fort Hill Road in Phelps, 
New York.
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Henry A. Marino, Custodian in the Food Research 
Laboratory, retired January 5, 1976. He first came to the 
Station in January 1970 as a Greenhouseman and then 
was transferred to Custodial staff in June 1972. He lives on 
Lafayette Avenue with his wife, Rose. Henry says the best 
part about retirement is that he can check the weather in 
the morning and not go out all day if it’s bad.
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Ken Trammel resigned his appointment as Associate 
Professor of Entomology December 18, 1975 to go into 
private business.

Ken came to the Station from Florida in August 1969 and 
has conducted research on the biology and control of in­
sect pests of apple and pear. He was a regular speaker at 
fruit grower meetings during his entire career at the Station.

Ken’s research contributed much to the New York fruit 
industry’s capability to effectively and efficiently maintain 
control of the many serious pests on these crops. He also 
was the recipient of a CSRS grant for the study of the use of 
insect pheromones in orchard pest management. The 
results of this work, done cooperatively with Wendy Roelofs 
and Hal Willson, will be valuable in the future.

Ken has established a new business, Agricultural 
Chemicals Development Services, Inc., with headquarters 
in Phelps. His firm will be working with the pesticide industry 
in developing new insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, and 
nematicides. We wish him and his family success in this 
new venture.

Ely Vea is leaving the Entomology Department to accept 
a position in research and development for Chemagro 
Agricultural Division of Mobay Chemical Corporation. He 
will be covering two states, Indiana and Kentucky, and will 
live in Columbus, Indiana. Ely was a Postdoctoral Associa­
tion working with Chuck Eckenrode.

Randy Hickin, Seed and Vegetable Sciences, who has 
been working on his Masters degree and assisted in 
climatology and phenology research projects, left January 
16 to return to Vermont to go into farming with his father.

Ching-Chieh Yu, a postdoctoral Associate in En­
tomology who assisted Ron Kuhr with his seed-corn 
maggot program, resigned his position January 28 to 
accept an appointment as metabolism chemist at Velsicol 
Chemical Corporation, Chicago. Ching Yu had been at the 
Station since August 1973.
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John C. Walton was hired as a Chemical Analyst II 
December 18, 1975 to work in John Bourke’s laboratory in 
Food Science and Technology. John is supervising the 
analysis of feeds and also developing and improving feed 
analysis methods. He received his B.S. degree in Geology 
and Chemistry from State University College at Brockport. 
He lives in Canandaigua with his wife, Janet.

David Peebles was appointed as Heating Plant Worker 
January 1,1976 in Buildings and Properties. He was on lay­
off status from the Heating Plant and had been in a tem­

porary job there since August.
Stanley Koch, who has been on lay-off status from Farm 

Services since July 1975, has been hired for temporary 
work in the carpenter shop for 4 months.

Dr. Stanislaw Lewak, Head of the Laboratory of Plant 
Growth and Development in the Institute of Botany, Univer­
sity of Warsaw, arrived January 5,1976 to spend 3 months 
as a Post Doctoral Fellow in the Department of Seed and 
Vegetable Sciences.

Dr. Lewak has more than 40 published papers in organic 
chemistry, biochemistry, and plant physiology and will be 
working with Anwar Khan in the general area of seed 
physiology. He received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from the 
University of Warsaw and his Ph.D. from the Sorbonne in 
Paris.

Dr. Lewak has a wife and two daughters in Poland. He is 
staying at Mrs. Glasgow’s “ International House’’ during his 
time at Geneva. He reads and speaks French, English, 
Russian, and Polish.

Dr. Rafael Martinez Pardo of Valencia, Spain, is working 
with Bill Bowers, Entomology, as a Visiting Fellow. He is 
assisting Bill in his work on anti-juvenile hormones.
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Carol Harrnacker retired from her duties in Ross 
Hackler's laboratory (Food Science and Technology) 
January 14, 1976 to spend more time with her family.
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In 1975, Geneva departments reported a total of 45 on- 
the-job accidents, 21 of which resulted in treatment by a 
doctor or hospital. Fourteen injured employees lost time 
from work, but only three were out for more than a few days.

Types of injuries included: back - 7; cuts, bruises, burns, 
sprains - 29; miscellaneous - 9. In six cases the accident 
was the result of an employee not using proper caution. Un­
safe working conditions were a factor in two accidents.

One important statistic is that eleven of the Supervisor’s 
Accident Reports were filed late. We are required to file the 
report within 48 hours of the date of injury, so it is important 
that employees report problems to their superivisor im­
mediately, and that supervisors file accident reports im­
mediately. A report must be filed no matter how minor the 
injury seems at the time.

Any employee having a suggestion for safety im­
provements or wishing to report an unsafe condition is urg­
ed to contact a member of the Safety Committee or 
Clarence Kunz, Safety Committee chairman.

Members of the Safety Committee are: R. E. Krauss, 
Publications; R. J. Kuhr, Entomology; L. M. Massey, Jr., 
Food Science; J. R. Neville, Plant Pathology; R. C. Lamb, 
Pomology and Viticulture; A. A. Khan, Seed and Vegetable 
Sciences; J. C. Chimera, Buildings and Properties; P. F. 
DeMaria, Greenhouse and Grounds; W. J. Hey, Farm Ser­
vices.
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Anyone planning to submit 1975 major medical bills un­
der Statewide (Metropolitan) coverage should send them in
as soon as possible. March31 is the deadline----- allclaims
must be in the Metropolitan Office before that date. Allow­
ing 10 days to be sure they get through processing at Cor­
nell, they should be sent to Personnel, Geneva, by mid- 
March.

In order to submit claims, you should first be sure you 
satisfy the yearly deductible, which is $50 per individual or 
$150 for the family. Included in your claim should be 
original doctor bills showing diagnosis and treatment; 
prescription receipts showing name, quantity and cost of 
drug; and the “Statement of Payment” for any service 
covered by Blue Cross or Blue Shield. The form which
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