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FIGURE 18, LABOR DISTRIBUTION PER ACRE OF PEARS
Heurs BY 10=~DAY FERIODS
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DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR OM MAINTENANCE

In order to make o comparable analysis of labor used in maintenance
work, the same type of farms were used in both the early and recent periods.
Cormercial dairy faorms were selected for comparison because records were
available and dairying ie the major type of farming in the state.

‘Real Esgtate on Dairy Farms

There was an average of 586 hours spent on real estate maintenance per
farm on the commercial dairy farms in 1948-50 compared to 550 hours per
farm during 191417, There were two peak periods of real estate maintenance
vork in 1914~17 (Figure 19)., One of the peaks was reached during the first
10 daye in June and the larger peak occurred during the last period of August
and the first 10 days in Beptember. In 1948-50 the spring peak had leveled
off end the busiest season of real estate repair was from July 20 to Sep-
tember 1, September and June were the busiest months in 1914~17 and August
vas the busiest real estate repair meonth in 194850,

Durlng the 191.2»-1’7 period 48 per cent of real estate repairs were done
during the growing season from May 1 to September 30 compared to 55 per cent
during the same peried in 194850, The least amount of maintenance work
vag done during January, February and March in both periods.

FIGURE 19. DISTRIBUTICH OF LABOR FOR REAL LESTATE
MATNTENANCE ON DAIRY FARMS BY 1C-DAY PERICDS
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Machinery and Equiviment iHaintenance of Dairy Tarms

HMaintaining machinery and  equipment required an average of 315 hours
per dairy form in 1946~50 comparcd to 107 hours in 1914-17, Farms werc not
nechanized in 1914~17 as they were in 1948-50. Equipment such as tractors,
truckes, pick-up balere end milking machines were not included as gtandard
equipment on dairy farms in 1914-17. Along with the many convemiences and
saving of labor that ﬂodern,machlnery prOV1ded there was also more main-
tenance work required. ;

In 1914~17 vhen horses were the primary source of pover and most equip-
ment was hand operated or horge drawn, March, April, July and August were
peak perieds for machinery and equipment meintenance (Figure 20). More
maintenance work was done in July then any other month, The least amount
of vork was done in December, January and February. About half, 49 per cent,
of all mmintenance work was done ¢uring the prowlng season from May 1 to
September 3C,

' FIGURE 20. DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR FOR MACHINIRY AWD
; EQUIFHENT ON DAIRY FARMS BY 10-DAY PERICDS
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In 1948~50 the bulk of maintenance work had shifted later in the sea- .
gon from the earlier period but the peak labor month had mowed earlier from

July in 1914-17 to Jure in 1948-50, Over 15 per cent of the yes¥g york wvas

done in June in 1948-50. The total work done during the lMay through September
growing soasgon incressed to 56 per cent in 1948-50, The amount of maintenance
vork done during Aupust and September inecreased from 15 per cent of the yeares



al in 1914-17 to 22 per cent in 1948-50, There was 41 per cent }ess
Antenance work done in March snd April 1948-5C than there was during the
some period in 1914-17.

There are many repair and overhead jobs that a farmer can do on equip-
ment that is used seasonally during the time of year when the equipment is
not in use. Maintenance on machinery and equipment that is used constantly
must be repaired vhen a breakdown occurs. There are also may breakdowg _
stresses and strains that o piece of equipment is not subjected to until it
is put into use. So the bulk of maintenance work continues to be done dur-
ing the growing and harvesting season.

SULMARY

Some shifts hove occurred during the past 37 years in the time many
farm jobs are done, for otherg there has been little change. Heather is a
primary factor in determining when ccrtain jobs are done and although year
to year veriations in weather have occurred climaete has changed little dur-
ing the past 37 yeats.

Yields effect the amount of labor required per erop acre or per animal.
This is particularly true for crops that are harvested by hand, Thc amount
of labor required per unit of produce has decreased on most major farm
enterprises, primarily because of mechanical powered equipment, A study of
the distribution of labor on principel farm enterprises shows:

Cows = labor distribution during the year has changed little in
the past 37 years. The totel time per cow has been reduced 22 per cent
and the mill produced hag increased 55 per cent from 1914-17 to 1948-
50. ‘ . ST

Heifers ~ have about the same pattern of labor distribution in
each period, Total hours decreased 43 per cent during the 37 year per-
iod.

Heng -~ with lerger and commercialized flocks, labor was more uni-
formly distributed throughout the year in 1948-50 than during 1916-18
or 1926-28,  Labor per bird decreased from 1.45 hours in 1916-1% to
1,28 hours in 1S45~50.

Chicks - almost all of the labor on chicks was between April 1 and
October 30 in 191&6-18 with.a peak in May. By 194850 poultrymen were
starting chicks carlier and there was less seasonality for the enber-
prise,

‘Corn For Grain - planting time did not change but fewer hours were
required. Mosgt of the winter harvesting work was eliminated by 1948-50.
Total labor was reduced 80 per cent even with better ylelds,

_ Wheat - wasigrown}énd;harvested about the same time of year:in cach
" pericd. There was a reduction of 62 per cent in total hours between
1914"17 and 191:‘8—50n



SUMMARY -con't.

QOuts - required 72 per cent less labor in 1948-50 than in 19l
with a reduction each period. The most striking change in oats was tu.
decrease labor required in harvesting. :

Hay - harvesting takes less time, 4O per cent, and is earlier than
it was 37 yeare ago. The harvesting peak leveled out ond moved 20 days
earlier,

Grass gilage - has pushed the "hay" harvesting season forward to
egrly June, - The peak of grass Silage harvesting is about 10 days ahead
of the regular hay:crop.

Corn silage - planting and harvesting started about the same time
during each period but less work was done during July and August in
1948«50 than in any of the earlier pericds.

Potatoes - harvesting reached a veak 10 days esrlier in 1948-50
than it did in 1914-17. It requires most of the time for the crecp.
‘Planting takeg less time and has a peak which is 20 days earlier,

Cabhape - the seasong of work have not changed. Peak of the planit—
ing season has Bbeen during the last 10 days in June and the main harvest
geason has started about November 1 during the past 37 years. Labor
‘per ecre decreaged 14 per cent and yield increaged 37 per cent from
1914~17 to 1948~50,

Dry beans - planting season peask moved 20 days earlier and peak
harvest season moved 30 days later. Work during the growing season has
been leveled out and reduced,

Canning factory peas - harvesting season shifted about 10 days
earlier from 1914~17 to 1948-50, Spring work showed little chonge. The
job of growins and harveatlng wag done in legs time in the more recent
period, |

Canning faclory tomsioes - planting in all four pericds between
1930 and 1950 wag done during the last of May and the first 10 deye in
June. The middle of Sepltember was the peak harvest pericd in 1948-50
antl the harvest wag over by October 20 in all of the pericds, ILsbor
per ascre has not been reduced but yields have increaged,

Apples ~ labor during the spraying season was reduced -- egpecially
from 1914~17 to 1926-28, Harvesting started about the first of September
in each period, Peak of the harvest season was reached during the
middle of October in the first three periods and moved 10 days earlier
in 1946-50.

Pears - labor spraying and pruning was reduced 7C per cent between
1914-17 and 1948-50, Most of this decreasge was made between 1914~17 and
1933-35, In 194%5~50 harvesting during August and September required 70

per cent of @ll Izbor on Dears.
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SUMMARY  -concld-

The number of houre per farm spent in mainteining recl c¢state on dairy
farme vas sbout the came in 104050 as it was in 1914=17. Septcmber and
June were dhe huciest menthe in 1914-17 and more real estate maintenance
was done during August in 1940-50 than in cny other month.

Time spent in maintenance of machinery and equipment on dairy farms in-
creaged from an average of 107 hours per farm in 1914-17 to 315 hours in
1948-50, - In 1948«50 the budk of maintensnce work was done later in the sea-
con that it was in the carlier period but the peak month of maintenance had
moved earlier from July in 1914-17 to June in 194850, During the 1948-5C
period 56 per cent of the toitsl maintenance vork on machinery and equipment
wag done during the groving season from izy through September.
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LABOR DISTRIBUTION ON LIVESTOCK
' BY MONTHS
Wew York Cost Account Farms, 1948-1950

Por cent of total work for thé yoear

Month Eiiéy Heifers  Hens Chicks 'livgi%dck
January 10 12 9 3 10
Pebruary 9 11 2 7 9
darch 10 11 9 11 10
April 9 10 g 15 9
May 8 8 g 14 g -
June 7 2 7 12 7
July G 5 7 11 7
August 7 5 8 9 7
September 7 5 3 7 7'-
Cctober | a8 7 9 6 8
Hovember 9 10 9 3 9
December 0 ‘_ig ;MQ 2 *wg |

Total 100 100 100 100 100
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LABOR DISTRIBUTION ON FITLD CROPS
~ BY MONTHS |
ilew York Cogt Account Farms, 1948-1950

__‘Per_cent of total work for the ygar

L T ae T Gorn i
Momtl - Hay o wdllage . sllage Oats - for grain Wheat
Janﬁarfi SR R ' . l'

February

March 1 1 1 5

April i 2 28 4 1

Hay S R 15 59 25

June 31 ) 15 a 20

July AT 25 5 6 6 23

August 12 1 - 5 35 1 35

September 3 1 43 4 1 25

Cetober 1 | 1 12 1 1 ’ 1,

Hovenber 1 1 ool 1

Cecember  __1 o L L 5 1

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
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LABOR DISTRIBUTICN ON FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

e U BY OMONTHS
Hew York Cost Account Farms, 1948-1950

Per cent of total work for the yeor

Honth Apples Pears Hoaks Patatoes “Cabbage
January 2 2 1 3 1
February 3 5 4,

March 5 2 1 2

April 5 6 2 2 L,
May 4 6 12 10 : 5
June 4 5 17 4 20
July 2 2 13 3 ‘ 23
Augusgt L _5 3 3 ‘ 7
September 29 45 12 | 11 1
Cctoter 34 < | | 30 41 3
November A 7 12 28
December 2 — 2 s 8

Total 100 160 100 100 100
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LABOR DISTRIBUTION OW PROCIESSING CRCPS, ALL CROPS,
AUD MAINTENANCE VORK BY MOWLHS
lew York €ost fccount Farms, 1948-1950

Per cent of total work for the year

HMachinery &

Month Tomatoes Peas cﬁ%%s Mg%z%gﬁzgze ﬁ:?iﬁgzzzzz
January _ 2 " o
February 2 6 6
March 1 3 7 6
April 1 25 5 10 9
Hay io 8 v 10 9
June & 26 ) i g
July g L0 12 10 9
August 19 11 11 12
September 46 21 g a
October a 21 5 "
Hovember 5 5 g
Decenber 2 7 9

Total 100 1c0 100 100 100




