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This film was created to bring awareness to the decreasing number of young farmers and the challenges new farmers face, specifically involving the diminishing land available for agriculture. The film relates the need for conservation relative to America’s National Parks.   

Transcript:
 Back in 1872 there was the belief in the preservation in Americas most beautiful land.
That our greatest gift to the future was the protection of over 85 million acres of land for the enjoyment of the people.

And today we now face another area of conservation
The preservation and protection of our farmland

More then growing the land that has been farmed for generations 
The goal is to ensure that land will be available to those wishing to venture into the industry long into the future. 
These aspiring farmers will need land to build their barns on which house their livestock and protect their tractors which harvest their crops. 
They need land to contribute to the growing need for food
Because this land does not grow crops on its own. 

The land itself is an ecosystem 
Home to the foragers that graze
That one day grow to feed the world. 

But this land is shrinking
Crowded out by nonagricultural entities 
If there is not reaction to the problem, 
The beautiful farmland that you see will slowly disappear.

-----------
2,000 acres of land is converted each day 

But shrinking land is not the only problem
For every 1 young farming wishing to venture into the industry, 6 farmers are retiring 
Today the average age of farmers are 58 years old
So, this brings to question, 
Where did all the young farmers go?

Existing farms are evolving at a rate new and small farms cannot handle
These technologies are unaffordable 
And small farms just cannot compete. 

Or it could be that these youth do not even know agriculture is a possibility for them
Without getting the organic experience of seeing farms every day
It only makes sense. 

---------

Education is the foundation for the next wave of farmers
If it is not taught here
The next generation will not know what its like out here. 

By consciously priorities agricultural education at the secondary level
Young people we realize where their food comes from 
The hard work it takes to get there
And the unlimited opportunities to them to be part of it. 

Luckily for this generation of farmers
There is a variety of sources available to them 
National Young Farmers Coalition 
New Entry Sustainable Farming Project 
Even the 1% of the population that wish to see agriculture grow

Because there are young farmers out there
That wish to take on this grand challenge 
Which is way conserving land and placing importance on ag education should be prioritized 
The ensure that long into the future
There will be a generational growth of farmers 


 


