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A Preface

This collection of letters written to my Grandmother, Marion E. Potter, is a
treasure and a legacy for us who are fortunate enough to be members of the Potter
and Bean families. Grandma kept this Collection dating from 1914-1944. The
spelling of Grandma’s name, Marion, is correct.

Most of these were written by father Wilburn and mother Florence. A few by
sister Marian Bean Potter Kitts, brothers Carleton Wilburn Potter, Willard Harmon
Potter and myself, Bernard William Potter.

In 1907, while pastoring the Universalist churches in Cortland and McLean,
Grandfather Wilburn Daniel Potter became afflicted with tuberculosis. He went to
the Adirondacks for rest and fresh air. At that time Wilburn, still in high school,
became his mother’s strong support.

The marriage of Florence May Bean and Wilburn Herrick Potter on October 7,
1914 is the beginning of these letters. With that union the Potter and Bean families
became one. So the reader will very quickly appreciate the ties that bind not only by
the words but also the pictures, some older and others more recent, which we have
placed through out this collection.

The contents of the letters to Grandma depicts the joys and disappointments
of a young couple who had set their life’s goals. Those goals numbered in part---the
raising and educating a family, being of service to a community, to achieve financial
stability through the occupations of farming and veterinary medicine. The goals were
encapsulated in a deep religious faith strengthened by involvement in God’s church.

Titling this collection, “A Firm Foundation”, is speciai. Recently, here in
Florida, Margaret and I were visiting by phone with our dear sister-in-law, Phyllis
Bradley Smith in Penn Yan, New York. As I was telling her about this letter
treasure-- her response was, “How Firm a Foundation”. Thank you, Phyllis.

Within these letters there are names and instances that may mean little to
the “now” generation. So, between each year I have made a few notes which I believe
will make them more enlightening to all.,

I hope you enjoy the letters and let your mind reminisce and dream as I have.
We are a very fortunate family with A Firm Foundation as our legacy. Let each of us
resolve to pass it on.

As Wilburn and Florence would write,
With Love from all in Truxton
Bernard

Valentine’s Day 1998
Leesburg, Florida



2---postmarked Oct 26, 1914, Chicago, ill--written by Florence to her new mother-in-law and father-in- law
Mr and Mrs. W.D. Potter, Upper Judson St, Canton, NY.---Wilburn & Florence on their honeymoon

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother and Father,

And still we are in Chicago! We have about decided to spend the winter here
provided we can get the Borden Company to pay our salary right along. We had fully
decided to leave Thursday night when we received a letter from Doc Hall saying that
Wilburn had better stay for the dairy show a few days and to wait and meet him out
here as he expected to leave today for Chicago to attend the Dairy Show, t00. So you
understand why we still linger on.

| believe Wilburn wrote the last letter to you on Monday last after we had been to
Lincoin Park. Well, on Tuesday we arose a little earlier than common and went into
the city--then took a train out to Elgin which is about thirty-five miles out. Wilburn was
anxious to see the country as it is considered very good farming land about there. We
enjoyed the ride immensely. You know it is very, very level and we could see either
side for miles. We imagined that it would be some different farming that sort of iand
than the hilisides back in Columbia Co, N.Y.

We walked about the town a bit and decided that it must be quite a refigious
spot as we saw churches of every creed and nation . There was a rather nice
Universalist church there. Called at the office of one of Borden’s plants. We wouid
like to have gone through the Elgin watch factory but that was not open the public, so
we just viewed it from the outside.

We came back by trolley and went over to Oak Park which is one of the suburbs
out that way. We were invited to Mr. and Mrs. Radway's for dinner--they are great
friends of Frank and Nellie. Frank came out from work and Nellie we met as we got
there. Had a lovely time and played cards awhile in the evening. When it came time
for us to go, they brought us home in one of their cars --just a fourteen mile ride!

Mr. Radway runs a garage.

On Wednesday we were home all day. Wilburn worked out in the garden some
and i tried to assist Nellie a little bit. We have surely been on a vacation alt right and
work has been the least of our worries.  If we don’t go home pretty soon Wilburn wili
be so fat he can't walk--he has gained almost eight pounds since we came. He says
to tell you that he weighs the most he ever has.

Thursday we did a stroke of business. Went down town in the morning and
{ooked at rugs at various places thinking that after we had gotten a good idea of values
etc. we would go over to Sears, Roebuck and Co and see what they had to offer. But
we found one we liked at the second place we looked. It seemed a bargain to us and
Nellie thought it a good thing too, so after looking at another place we returned and
bought the rug. It is a Dobson Wilton. Has quite a bit of deep red in it and light tan
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and some blue. | can't describe it very well but will know about it when you come to

see us. It is a good imitation of the Oriental designs. Nellie and | shopped awhile in
the afternoon then came home. In the evening we attended an entertainment in the

church here at Edison Park.

On Friday Wilburn was out at the Dairy show ail day and | stayed home. Nellie
went out in the afternoon so | was the sole protector of the piace for a time . It was our
first day apart and it was a little lonesome but suppose | will have to get used to
absences once in a while. Yesterday Wilburn went down to Frank’s place of business
and they went down and walked around the city some but came home in time for an
early dinner. Last evening we played cards--the Potters winning once and the Beans
winning once.

Today we went into the city and heard John Timothy Storie preach. He was in
Cortland at the Presbyterian church as pastor about eleven years ago. He was
splendid in his sermon today. This evening Mr. and Mrs. Bean went to church here
and we stayed with the youngster. Wilburn is very much absorbed in a book. He says
that his father better get it as it is splendid. The name of it is, "The Inside of the Cup”
by Winston Churchill. | started it also but he seems to have more time for reading.

We were quite surprised to hear of Mr. Shecham’s departure from Canton and
that he would take the position he did. You know Wilburn had heard of that place and
had hoped to hear more from it. Have any more puflets begun to lay?

Write soon. Love to you both
Fiorence and Wilburn

rather of a chronoiogical letter but will try to make it better next time

notes 1914
Florence Bean and Wilburn Potter were married October 7, 1914. Their honeymoon
tock them to Chicago to be with Frank and Nellie Bean and their son Geraid

10-26-14

Borden Company--Wilburn was farm manager for the Chatham, NY,Columbia County
farm owned by the Borden Milk Company. Dr. Hall was in charge of all of the
upstate Borden farms. He was very helpful to Wilburn and appreciated his
talents and so encuraged him in many ways. It is very probabie that Wilburn
decided to go to veterinary college because of his admiration for Dr. Hall. bwp



1--No envelope or date, Varna, N.Y --late summer 1916--written by Wilburn to his Mother and Father,
probably at Canton, N.Y.

Varna, N.Y.
Sunday Evening
Dear Pa and Ma:-

I hope you will not be alarmed to see my hen tracks again but thot that
you might be giad to see them once more. | hardly know what to write about, so if |
repeat some that Florence has written you must not mind. Think she wrote that Dad
and Emma were here last Saturday and Sunday taking us to lthaca Saturday and then
on Sunday taking us to South Lansing, Brookton, Slaterville Springs, Ellis Hollow and
home again.

When we reached here two of the heifers had gotten out of the pasture and had
left their tracks all thru the barn and had given their two calves a nice warm dinner in
the meantime. Also Mr. Gibson, our neighbor, had just finished putting the pigs back
in their pen, so you can see when the cat away the mice wili play.

This week has passed quickly and quietly with the general routine work as
chores, drawing the milk, and then I've cut the third cutting of alfalfa, plowed a littie and
put in a small piece of wheat, dug a few potatoes, repaired the old milk wagon, drawn
a load of hay to the “Vet" college and also have been to town yesterday to deliver the
eggs and do the numerous errands.

Thursday Florence went to Homer to meet the other grandchildren at Grandma
Bean's to divide the household goods. As it happened she was tired and was sick all
the afternoon and that evening but the next morning she felt quite like herself again.

The numerous articles that she is to have are carpets, bedroom suit, mirrow,
writing desk, drop leaf table, ___ ? box, silverware etc. | am to drive over tomorrow
afterncon and get them, coming home Tuesday morning. Don't believe you knew
about the Will did you? By the terms of the Will, Daddy Bean is to receive either 1/5
or 2/5 (E. & E. say 1/5, we say 2/5) and the remainder, excepting $500 is to be divided
equally between the ten grandchildren.

The estate is approximately $20,000 and would have been more except for
some bad investments made shortly before her death. Daddy Bean is quite busy
straightening up affairs at present. They are planning on attending the National
Grange at Washington, D.C. in November.

Friday afternoon E. & E. and G.W. Hazzard rolled in, in Donald's car. They staid
until two o'clock today. This morning we took quite a drive; Florence and myself taking
turns at the wheel. It gives us both the fever to have one but suppose we'll have to
wait awhile.



The kids are awful cute. G.W. sits right up straight and shoves himseif along.
Doesn't try to creep or pull himself up and has one tooth out plain and another pricking
thru. We weighed them this morning and G.W. tipped the scales at 21 1/4 and our
Baby at 17 1/2 Ibs. She had gained a pound in the last three weeks and is just as
plump as a dollar.

Wonder if you you knew that Fred Murray died this past week.

Mr. and Mrs. Hazzard are delegates to the convention at Syracuse this coming
week. Maybe you remember a small place just below Caffertys. Well if they sell the
farm to the County they are thinking of buying this place. House and barn and fifteen
acres of land. E and E are thinking quite strong of buying the Smith place--the farm of
ten acres directly across from the County House. They intend to keep hens and raise
berries.

Guess that you'll be tired of this scratch by now so will close with
Lots of Love
From the Kids

notes 1816

Late summer 1916

Brookton---Brooktondale today

Dad and Emma--Grandpa W. J. Bean and his second wife Emma Gilbert Bean. She is
the only Grandma Bean us children ever knew as our own Grandma Annie
Harmon Bean died in 1910.

Grandma Bean's---Emma McConneli Bean died, wife of W. A. Bean, mother of
W. J. Bean. Grandmother of Fiorence, Emma, Walter, Howard, Albert & Frank.

the Hazzards---George and Kate Hazzard parents of of Emund, Dorothy and Donald.

G.W. or George William son of Uncle Edmund and Aunt Emma Bean Hazzard. Same
age as Marian Bean Potter Kitts.

E. and E. ---mentioned many times--Uncle Edmund and Aunt Emma Bean Hazzard




1--postmarked 11-6-1917, Varna, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Varna, N.Y.
Nov. 5, 1917
Dear Mother,

Well | understand that Wilburn hasn't written you yet so guess | shall have to.
Maybe you would like a fittle money from your books. Don't know whether you will like
the amount or not but it is all they sent, namely fifteen dollars. Wilburn opened it and
thought he would send it right on but has been pretty busy.

Busy keeping house and going to college and new things to think about.
Marian and | staid in Cortland until Saturday. Had a good rest as well as made a new
dress for myself, also a collar and cuff set out of the pieces of that henrietta cloth,
embroidered around the edge in running stitch. Made a pair of blopomers for baby and
finished her white dress so that she wore it and it is now ready for the wash tub.

The latest news is that we move before Dec. 1st. We are not crazy or anything
worse so don't get alarmed but keep cool. Last week Tailby informed us that he hoped
to sell the farm before spring and that we would probably have to get out before we
had planned, nice mild way of putting it. So Wilburn got busy immediately and got the
job of caring for the cattle in the new barn on the Vet farm. Dr. Williams of the coilege
has it in charge and think it will be a fine opportunity for the boys to get extra work in
the genital diseases of cattle. Dr. Williams is a specialist in that line of work and known
the world over, | guess. It surely won't be very pleasant moving just now but it hasn't
all got to be done in a day but can begin now and take my time.

The house is not a very pretentious looking one and quite a lot smaller than this
one so think we can heat it fult as easy this winter. There is a kitchen, dining room,
living room, very smali bedroom and a pantry downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs.
It is being papered and painted all thru so it will be nice and clean anyway.

There isn’t much news other than the above, as we are just busy with the usual
work. Wilburn was out on ambulatory this afternoon and so didn’t get home until late.

Hope to wash in the morning so guess | had better retire.

Love
Florence, Wilburn and Marian
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2--postmarked Nov. 19, 1917, Varna, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange. Mass

Varna, NY
Nov 19, 1917
Dear Mother,
Well it has been a pretty cold day and not very bright. We got up at 5:30 and did
the washing before breakfast so had it all on the line at 8:30 this morning. The clothes
have been frozen most of the morning but are beginning to act a little dry now.

We were over to Trumansburg over Sunday. Marian and | went over Saturday
morning on the bus, then Wilburn came at night. He missed his train so rode his wheel
all the way over. Took him about an hour and a half which was not bad considering
the kind of wheel it is. Had a very nice time just visiting. The two youngsters got along
better than usual.

Was sorry that you had been sick, am afraid you haven’t got real rested and
strong yet. Wonder if you are getting in a nice long nap every day and retiring early. |
had an hour and a half nap today.

We are packing up slow but sure. it is a possibility we will move this week but
are not sure. We had rather planned that we might move Thanksgiving Day but hate to
do it unless actually necessary so think we will do as much as possible this week. You
had better send the mail this week here as usual or even till you hear from us again.
Our address after we move will be Ithaca R.D. 3.

Yes it is over by the new barn that we go and it won't be quite as far from
college as we are here and not near as far from down town. Yes we will have a horse
to drive or rather Wilburn will, after it is broke. It is a colt and not broke yet, so don't
think baby and | will take many drives alone--They may come to discover am not sure
about it yet.

There is to be a social at the church this week Wednesday night expect we will
have to go.

Rather thought from the writing that the letter for you that came here recently
was from Helen. How is she and family?

How do you like knitting? Think my Red Cross Knitting will have to wait until
after Xmas. What are your wants for Xmas. Have a start on my gifts. Tell Auntie we
would like to see her hand writing sometime too.

Love to you both
Wilburn, Florence and Marian
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3--postmarked Dec 4, 1917, Ithaca, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Ithaca, NY R.D. 3
Dear Mother,

Hope you haven't worried about us as we are all fine but still in a rather
unsettled state. We are in our new home and have been since Thanksgiving
afternoon but the settling goes a little slow as | can’t get much help from the boys.
They are prefty rushed themselves gefting into the swing of their new job. | guess it
will keep them hustling but they like it so far. We also think we are going to like our
house. It will be much easier to heat than the other place as the ceilings are low and
the rooms some smaller and then they are better arranged for heating. There are not
so many halls and extra nooks.

Have the kitchen all done and the living room except for pictures and curtains
both are ready to go up any minute | get around to them and we have things nearly
arranged in the dining room, and the pantry is settled. That is very large and took me
ali one forenoon to do that. Have shelf room galore init. But if you could see the
pans of milk | have on hand now you would know | needed much room. Dr. Williams is
the only one that gets any milk here so we can have all the rest so we are planning to
experiment with butter making! Then | put the matting down in our bedroom today and
hope to make a start on Adrian’s room tomorrow.

It was pretty cold part of the time last week and was afraid Marian would take
coid but she seems to have survived all right thus far. You should hear her say Mother
Goose rhymes. She can say the last word of every line and sometines quite a lot more
to most of the common ones. “Twinkle, Twinkle, Baa--Black Sheep, Boy Blue, Bo
Peep, Mary, Mary quite contrary” etc. She tells them to her dolls when she can’t get
some one to tell them to her.

Did you and Auntie have company or go away for Thanksgiving? We had our
dinner that day at Mrs. Taylor's. They were invited out so we made ourseives at home.
Had planned to get over here for dinner but the last end took longer so had dinner
before coming. Mr. Taylor brought the baby and | over in his car late in the afternoon.
Shall miss Mrs. Taylor very much and Marian, | fear, will miss Madeline.

College is going much as usual. Adrian is having exams this week which keeps
him hustling and Wilburn says he is having regular work and that keeps him hustling.
Am hoping by the end of the week | can take it a little easier and get to sewing again to
try and do a bit for Xmas.

Please pardon the blots--but my new pen doesn't hold on to the ink very well.
Love, Wilburn, Florence and Baby

12



notes 1917

Change of address noted---Grandpa Rev. Wilburn D. Potter died June 2, 1917.
Grandma Marion E. Potter then moved from Canton, N.Y. to Orange, Mass.
which was her childhood home area.

11-6-17

enciosed with this letter was a letter to Grandma and enclosing 15 dollars for about a
dozen books which she had sent to N.J. Bartlett & Co, Boston, Mass. These
books were from Grandpa’s library. They gave reasons why they couldn't pay
any more!

11-19-17
over to Trumansburg---Edmund and Emma Bean Hazzard operated a drug store there

two youngsters--Marian Potter and George William Hazzard--both about 2 years old
Red Cross knitting--to help in the War effort--World War |

12-4-17
help from the boys---Adrian Milis, also a vet student, lived with Wilburn and Florence

Auntie--Miss Esther Harrington--Aunt to Grandma Marion E. Potter
Taylors---think he was Rev. Taylor of the Varna Church

ink blots--the pens used had only points and it was dipped in an ink bottle and then
used for writing--sometimes the ink dropped off the point and made a blot!
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2--postmarked Jan 14, 1918, ithaca, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange< Mass

R.D.3, Ithaca, NY
January 13, 1918
Dear Mother,

Another nice(?) winter day. it isn’t so cold as some we have had but there is
quite a wind which drives right in. Haven't cared to stir out. And the boys have been
close in since finishing up chores this morning. At present they are both up in the barn
as Dr. Williams and Carpenter are up there.

Last Sunday was iovely. We went over to Varna to church and had a nice
sleigh ride. They held services out in the small S.S. room and when we arrived it was
nearly all fult except for the front row so Marian could entertain the whole assembily.
Madeline sat in the second row and she did the talking and Marian the wriggling.
Guess that | wrote that the Taylors were over and spent one day during vacation then
this last week Wednesday Mrs. Taylor and Madeline spent the afternoon with us while
Mr. Taylor went on beyond.

Tuesday | went down town calling and shopping. Thursday afternoon | was
down at Mrs. Williams to heip spread sandwiches for the men’s refreshments in the
evening. Thursday and Friday were Vet. conference at the College and they served
refreshments Thursday evening at the smoker and Friday noon at lunch. Friday night
was the dinner at the Ithaca Hotel. Both of the boys went down both nights and took in
alt the lectures during the days. Had some fine talks so they said. Dr. Hail was out to
dinner with us Thursday noon. Dr. Way called in just a minute, but Dr Holford did not
get out.

Perhaps you remember that we sent the Holfords one of our pups last summer
or early fall. They think he is fine and like him very much. Suppose the last one we
had is sold now, he has been gone from here some time.

How is your knitting going? Don't you find it fascinating work?

Wonder if you knew that Mr. Ledyard has resigned from the church at Cortland
and gone to Vermont | believe. Tell Auntie that she is going to get a thank you letter ail
her own some day soon so not to be too surprised.

Love to you both
Florence, Wilburn and Marian

Wonder if you finally got a letter from Mrs Phillips. She had one returned to her
and then | sent her your address.
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3--Postmarked Jan 28, 1918, Ithaca, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 276 N. Main st, Orange, Mass.

R.D. 3 ithaca, NY
Jan 29, 1918
Dear Mother,
Guess you will begin to think we have dropped off the earth, if | don't stop to do
a little writing pretty soon. But we haven’t, only just been busy and | was on the invalid
list a little last week because of trying to do too much | guess. But am all right now and
lots of work waiting.

Last week was exam week and the boys were more than busy but think we
passed them all so are now on our last term of college. Not very high marks perhaps
but guess we could not expect too much with all we have had to do aside from college
work.

Am afraid we can't tell you yet where we will be another year as we don't know
anything very definite ourselves. Will probably go into private practice and hope it
won't be far from Central New York but that is only a probability. There are many other
things we are considering but we are here and very comfortable and hope we won't
have to move until fall. Wonder what you have decided to do about going to
Herkimer? Before | forget, in order for Wilburn to get your Liberty Bond you must write
out an order to the bank permitting him to get it, as your receipt is not enough.

You must be getting to be quite a knitter. My needles are stilt in the drawer
waiting. Am doing a little crocheting at odd times but nothing strenuous. Have ripped
up a dress of mine and washed it and have it ready to make Marian a coat. Also have
the material for a dress for her that she got for Xmas. A very pretty blue that | think will
make up lovely. She is getting to such a big girl her clothes are too small. She talks
whole sentences and is at it most of the time.

Sunday and Sunday night was rather a strenuous time. Had hope to go to
church in the morning but Dr. Williams came out about as we had decided todo so, so
didn't. Then after he had gone Wilburn was trying to clean the separator while it was
running, caught his cheese cloth in the cogs and broke them all to smash. In the p.m.
Dr. Carpenter was out. In the meantime churned a batch of butter. In the evening put
Marian to bed early and went over to Varna to church and staid until almost ten at the
Taylors on reaching home found we had a new calf so Wilburn had to go down and
get Dr. Carpenter and they didn't get thru up at the barn until two a.m. When he had to
take him back down town. Served them to a lunch of coffee etc about 1 a.m. As a
resuit we were all rather dumpy yesterday and fear the boys did not start in the new
term very briskly. Yesterday was a bitter cold day with an awful wind--a little milder
today. But it seems as tho | could hardly wait for warmer weather to come.

How are all the Orange people? Does Esther like her position still?
Must get busy as the dishes are not even done.
Love from us all
Wilburn, Florence and Marian
Guess we haven't thanked you for the check
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7---no envelope--letter dated Mar 26, 1918--written by Florence to Mrs. W. D. Potter

March 26, 1918, lthaca, NY
Dear Mother,
Well | have just performed a rather unpleasant task and now I'll sit and wait for
the results. But am afraid I'll be sitting for some time if | do. | took some saits. | had to
screw up my nerve pretty much but | finally downed it.

Well it is now Wednesday morning and nothing done yet except get the boys off
to college but will finish this first or it won't get into the mail this morning. Don't feel
very ambitious but perhaps as much so as | have for most a week. Have been having
the grippe, | guess. That wouid include a terrible cold in the head and sore throat and
general “unweliness” wouldn't it? | really haven't had time to think abut my own
ailments, however, as Marian has been sick too. | rather think it is the grippe too but
the Dr. said it might turn out to be whooping cough and wouid have to be prepared for

anything.

We went over to Eimira for coupie days the first of last week and the youngsters
had a great time playing. Then it was so lovely they played out of doors quite a bit
which they enjoyed immensely. All last week was perfectly beautiful here and it didn't
seem as tho we could ever have any more snow and cold, but we are getting them
again this week.

Wilburn went to Sidney Friday morning. Had a good trip out, seeing lots of
people we knew and lots of country he had never seen. We heard before he left that a
Vet. was needed at Cherry Valley so he went on up there while he was out and then
Saturday night came to Earlvilie and had a talk with Dr. Hall Sunday morning. We
won't go to Cherry Valley as it is most the end of nowhere and Mr. Lambrecht says
they have winter nine months of the year and that doesn't appeal to me. But Sidney
seems good and if we continue our plan to practise think it will be there that we will
locate. Wilbum saw the Lambrechts and then whiie in Cobleskill on his way to Cherry
Valiey he looked up Carl and Evelyn and the Foxs’. Both couples seem to like it there
very much. Carl and Evelyn haven't been there a month yet. He is assistant Farm
Bureau agent for the county. Then in Cherry Valley he met Dr. Holford for just a very
few minutes. Dr. Hall said that Borden’s were expecting now to buy a large farm in
N.J. stocked with purebreds and if they did he would like to hire us, but don’t know as
he would consider it anyway. There is an opening for a Vet right over to Brockton just
a little way from there as the fellow there now is going into the army. In fact there are
any number of places as well as any number of different things one might go into that it
is rather hard to decide but think we will know definitely soon.

Baby wasn't taken sick until Thursday night and as she had only just got up

when Wilburn left Monday a.m. we did not know how bad she was. But called the Dr.
before noon--that day and she wasn't dressed until yesterday, so | had three nice days
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alone with a sick baby and myself so near it wasn't much fun. Adrian was gone
practically all day each day and part of one night, so was here only for meals.

Wilburn says you must stop worrying about the N. Orange place. Why don't you
sell it if you get a good chance, you probably won't ever go there to live will you. He
wondered if you could prove that the Millers had used the wagon and if so of course
you could make them pay rent for it if you wanted. He thought you would pretty near
have to sell it for what you could get. It is too bad things don't stay fixed up any longer
isn't it but it seems to be the way of the world.

Well | must get busy or won't anything get done around here today.
Love
Wilburn, Florence and Marian
Wilburn says why don't you sell the Baird lot as it is away a little from the other

property and doesn't seem to be bringing in much. And that if you could get as much
or little more than Grandpa put in why not do it.
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Carleton Wilburn Potter---June 14, 1918
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8--Postmarked Apr 8, 1918, ithaca, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Ithaca, NY, RD 3, April 5, 1918

Dear Mother,

While Wilburn is separating the milk I'll get this started and then perhaps it will
get finished. Guess | am sleepy now as | wrote March instead of April. My time is
going right atong with it.

We had supper before the boys went to the barn tonight and thought i would get
thru and have lots of time for letter writing but Marian didn't want to go to sieep unless
“Mommie stay Marian” so of course | had to stay. She is feeling quite like herself again
and don't think she is going to have anything more. ( next afternoon ) She had
quite a cough for a few days but guess it was the same as | had and came from the
grippe. She has been playing out of doors most of the time today. It is just beautifut
tody and much warmer than it has been for most of the week.

Last week Thursday afternoon Leah Day came and staid until Saturday
morning with us. Enjoyed having her here very much. She inquired for you and
wished to be remembered to you. They think they will like their new minister as far as
they have gone. The Hazzards have a granddaughter. Dorothy had a little girl named
Barbara Jane. Dorothy seems like such a girl yet to be having a baby of her own and
they were only married last August. But | suppose they just proving the statement that
the first one comes anytime and the rest take nine months! Yes, we received an
announcement from the Parkers. Isn't that nice.

Last Sunday night we were over to Varna to church and made a little call on the
Taylors after church. Guess that is the only place | have been ali the week. The boys
are busy in coliege and keep looking ahead and thinking how short the rest of the
college year is.

Avon is 19 miles south of Rochester and on the trolley out from Rochester--also
on the Erie that runs from Elmira to Rochester. | think that the farm is couple of miles
from Avon toward Rochester and the trolley stops at the farm. Am afraid we can't say
much about the house yet only that it has electric lights, bathroom and hot water heat.
There is over 500 A. in the farm and they make certified milk which they sell to
Bordens. | think there are better than 70 head of purebred cattle on the place and
quite a number of purebred sheep. Yes itis quite a job but think we can do it all right.

Well Marian wants some company out of doors so will go and bring in the few
clothes we washed this a.m. Rather expect the boys down street this evening so
maybe this will get mailed.

Love,
Wilburn, Florence and Marian
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9--postmarked Apr 19, 1918, Ithaca, NY--written NY Florence to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Ithaca, R. D.3
April 18,1918
Dear Mother
I went to get some paper on which to write and found this so thought | had better
use it up. You know we should practise economy even on paper. Economy seems to
be one of the world's favorite words now and | do think we pecople as a whole need a
few lessons in the subject.

Well we have had quite a nice week thus far except for a thunder storm later
yesterday afternoon and an April shower this afternoon, so that now the grass is
beginning to look quite green in yards and by the roadsides. We have a clump of
daffodils on our place and they are in full bloom, much to the delight of Marian.

(Friday morning) Wiitburn got ready to go to bed at this point so stopped
immediately, and thus, got to bed at 9:30 and we didn't get up until 6:30 this morning
which gave us a fine night's rest. We have finished work, up at the barn, and a new
man cme to work this morning. The boys wili take care of the calves but that will be all.
Wilburn had to have more time for study than he was getting since exams begin in
about four weeks. Don't know as Dr. Williams liked the idea but he put on twice as
much work as he had agreed to have and we just couldn't do it and do justice to
coliege work.

Wilburn was out to Avon again last Saturday to discuss plans for the season as
to crops and help etc, and they wish him to come again before we go for good. It
seems as tho we couldn’t wait to get there now it is decided we are going and Wilburn
is 80 anxious to be there to get things started right for the season but guess we will
have to wait a minute. Don't know yet whetter we will go by truck or train. Itis
something like eighty miles from here.

Have you gotten a new hat this spring or will you wear the one you had last
summer? | am stili wearing the beautiful one | have worn for two summers but am
planning to have a new one soon also a coat. Haven't anything | can wear in the coat
line now except my winter one and that is getting rather warm. Wilburn has gotten a
new rain coat. Think perhaps we will get down tomorrow to do some shopping and
hope to get the wool to send on. Couldn’t get it the last time | was down. Have just
finished up a new dress for Marian, it was started a month or more ago. Am just
making my little nighties now and have one more crepe dress to make then the most of
the sewing will be done except for the diapers and and a dress | am going to
embroider which | think wasn't actually necessary but if | had time would be nice.

Well the dishes are not done so guess | had better get busy. Am making bread today
which is the first time in six months | guess. Love
Wilburn, Fiorence and Marian
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10---postmarked Apr 23, 1918, ithaca, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

Tuesday morning
Dear Mother,

Just a note to say that at last | have gotten the yarn and am sending it by this
mail. But if you don't think there is enough now just say so as | can get more now. And
don't think you have to sit right down and do it right off for there is no hurry. Take your
time.

it is a beautiful spring morning here, not so sunshiny as some but nice and warn
and such a nice “growy” feeling in the air. Am doing a little washing also a little ironing
and just generally busy.

Suppose you got one of the pictures from the Holyoke folks. | think they are
splendid. Only wish | could meet Uncle Bernard.

We went down street shopping Saturday morning and bought a new hat and
coat for me. They are both on the brown (light) and quite different than anything | have
ever had, but guess | shall like them very much.

Edmund was out and spent the afternoon with us as he was on his way to
Cortland for over Sunday. Emma is up there now and am expecting a call any time to
tell of an arrival.

There isn't much news. Of course you know it is Wilburn’s birthday but he says

he doesn't feel any older --than yesterday.
Love
Wilburn, Florence and Marian
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11- --postmarked June 14, 1918, Syracuse, NY--written by Wilburn to his mother
Mrs. W. D. Potter, State St, Canton, N.Y.

Syracuse D.L. & W. Depot

Dear Mother:-

Am waiting in the Lackawanna Depot for the noon train to Cortland.
Came from Avon this morning leaving there at 7:10. Received a telephone call from
Florence at 5:00 this A.M. that she was ready to go to the hospital so immediately
arranged my work so that | might leave at 7:00. Am hoping everything is alright and
that it won't be drawn out over so fong a time as when Marian was born. Wil write you
and let you know how everybody is.

Hoping you are taking it easier than you had to when you first arrived in Canton.
Try and visit around until we are able to be in our own home at Avon which will
probably be about four weeks.

Have been putting in full time at Avon. At present | have fourteen men on the
payroll and twenty head of horses and colts, about a hundred of cattle, 25 hogs. Our
corn 85 acres was in the first of the week and most of it is up and cultivated, ten acres
of potatoes, 6 acres oats & peas, 30 acres winter wheat, 15 acres spring wheat and
about the same of buckwheat besides a large garden for the boarding house and
1-1/2 acres of cattle beets. Once in a while something to look after.

The farm borders the Genesee River and is located in one of the finest sections
of the state.

Walter Snyder, the fellow whom | work in laboratory with while at Cornell visited
me yesterday and came to Rochester this morning. He will take the State Board
Examination for License to practice the last of this month and then go into the Army.
About forty of our fellow will go to camp after they take their examinations.

As it is time for the train to go will drop this in the box and write later.
With Lots of Love
Wilburn

On this same letter , the following excerpted lines were written later by Grandma Marion Potter to her Aunt
Esther Harrington in Orange, Mass.

Canton, June 19, 8:30 a.m. Dear Auntie:- Will send these letters of Wilburn's and
Florence's cards, which will explain themselves, would like you tc send W's first letter
about his ranch back to me-------- W. and F. seem to keep up their record of doing
things.

Love, Marion
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12---postmarked Nov 11, 1918, Avon, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, Herkimer, N.Y

Eim Place, Avon, NY
Sunday evening
Dear Mother,

While Wilburn is making up a few days reports I'll send a few lines along. We
have been enjoying a furnace fire today for the first and Wilburn has been in the house
practicaily all day. Marian realized we had a fire as she put her hand on the smoke
pipe and got quite a burn. | had just gotten her dressed and was dressing myseif
preparatory to going down to Sunday School but there was no going after that.

Instead we walked down to see some new little baby pigs and then thru the barn to
see all the cows and calves.

The day we took you in we didn't get back until after one as we drove out to see
Evelyn and baby, then several other places looking up help. Then last Sunday P.M.
we were in the city again--looking help for boarding house and Wilburn was in again
Monday. Miss Hardenbrook is still with us and think she will be. The room upstairs
here, Fay’'s and the middie room, are to be papered and painted and fixed up for her
this week. Mrs. Mantel has been there several days and a woman from Avon two days
so she has been happy quite a bit this week.

Mr. Pearson arrived here Wed. for the day then went on to Washington and a
week from today they will leave for the west. He had quite a number of German
trophies which were rather interesting. Friday noon | was up to Mrs. Ogilvids to a
luncheon she gave for a Mrs. Swan who is leaving town. Had a very nice time. Mrs.
Hyde came over and staid with the children and of course they were good.

Carleton gained 3/4 |b a week ago and half pound this past week. Wilburn has
had a fester on his finger which hasn't made him feel very good some of the time but
has felt better today. Nothing so serious but that he has been busy all the time.

Have finished up the gingham dress and put Carleton into short clothes. Have
several more things to fix or make for him but got tired of seeing him in long clothes
and then it makes him look larger in the short ones. Leo and Susie Kingsley and baby
and Evelyn and here less than three week old baby were out a little while a week ago
Sat. They both have lovely babies.

Did not get the pictures until Friday as we were not before. Hope they reach
you at Herkimer as | know you would like to show them there. Did you have a nice {rip
up the Creek? Had a card yesterday from Auntie. If you want any more of the pictures
let me know.

Love from us all
Wilburn, Florence and the babies
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13--no envelope--letier dated Nov. 24, 1918 from Florence 10 Marion E. Potter

Elm Place, Avon, NY -
Nov. 24, 1918
Dear Mother,
Well if | don’t get busy with my pen soon you will be thinking we have the flu or
something worse. Well { might assume you (know) that | have very little time for letters
but | don't suppose | am busier than heaps of others.

This has been a little different Sunday than many we have had. Wilburn was up
early and the babies and myself about seven. Breakfast as usual morning work then !
took Marian up to S.5. on the quarter of twelve trolley and back on the 1:18. Daddy
took her for the first last Sunday but he staid with the baby today. This afternoon
Georgia Knight a girl from Cortiand who now lives and teaches here in Avon walked
out and called. Just as she was leaving Miss Dunford came and remained until six.
Since then we have put babies to bed and lunched and now have a breathing spell.

Last Sunday we had the whole Ogilvie family out for dinner and the last one
didn't finally go until nine in the evening. Dr. Frost, minister of the Presbyterian
church, ws out and called Friday. Miss Isabelle Puffer also was in a short time that
afternoon.

Miss Hardenbrook went home Friday morning finally and came back tonight.
She said that she had a lovely time and hated to come back. But things are quite
some pleasanter around than they were as four of the men who were always going on
“sprees” were fired last Sunday. Mr. Ogilvie happened to be here when they were
having a general good time across the road so he went up and wrote their checks and
they got out that night. Then the dining room and kitchen over across have been
papered and painted and the rooms up here for Miss H. Hope she will be happy for a -
time at least. Work is progressing slowly but surely. They are working on cabbage
and beets and plowing some.

It is now Monday P.M. Mrs. Reid was here and washed this morning and it has
been such a windy day the clothes are dry and in. She came Monday this week as we
are now planning to go to my sister's for Thanksgiving and then on to Cortland and
perhaps be away for three or four days. We are planning quite a bit on it as we think it
will do us both good to get away from here for a minute.

Wilt some of you people be together for Thanksgiving? Hope you all will have a
very pleasant time. Baby is growing right along, weighed better than thirteen last
week. Marian is fine and very busy most of the time. She is taking a nap just at
present so think | had better call this enough and take it to the office before she
awakens.

Love from us all
Florence
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14--postmarked Dec 9, 1918, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St., Orange, Mass.

Elm Place, Avon, N.Y.
Dec. 7, 1918
Dear Mother,

There seems to be a lull in proceedings for at least one minute sc will make a
start. This is about the end of a stormy, snowy, cold week. But is is thawing today and
guess over seven inches of snow will soon disappear. Marian has enjoyed the snow if
none of the rest of us have. She has had her sled, pails and shovels out and spent
almost all of each forenoon outside. This morning Mother had to go out and help
make a snowman. Quite profitable business for Mother!

Well we have had a little vacation since last | wrote. A week ago Wednesday
night we went to Trumansburg and staid over until Friday morning then went on to
Cortland where we staid until Sunday morning. Walter brought us back to Varna then
we staid to dinner with the Mannings and he took us down to the Trolley and we
managed to miss one on the Hili and consequently we missed the Black Diamond that
was to bring us straight thru so we took the next and came back to F ? and staid until
Monday when went back to Ithaca and took the fast train. Got into Rochester Jct. about
6:30. Miss Dunsford met us with the car so were home in short order. Found
everything O.K. and lots of business waiting. Baby was just too good for everything all
the time we were gone and we all kept well. | guess we all have had a little cold since
we got back but we are practically over them now. Edmund considers himself well,
has been working about two weeks now.

The Misses Puffers are in Shelburne Falls. Called there yesterday as Mrs.
Henry Puffer is very ill and not expected to live.

Sunday P.M.--They had word yesterday saying Mrs. Puffer died just a little while
before the ladies from here arrived. You will no doubt hear more thru the Shetburne
Falls people. Mrs. Ogilvie came out on the three o'clock yesterday and staid until the
five. Then scon after she left Miss Dunsford and Mrs. called. Mrs.Pearson and
Miss R Dunsford have gone west and they miss them so much.

Wilburn took Marian up to Sunday School today. It has been quite warm and
our snow is practically gone. Work is progressing as usual. Rather short of help but
we are getting accustomed to that state. Think there will be something better before
long however.

Wonder what you are pianning to do for Xmas. Expect now to go into the city
tomorrow to do a little Xmas shopping. Mrs. Ogilvie is to take care of the babies.
Carleton is growing right along and such a fat baby now. Not much news and as |
want to write a few other letters must stop. Love from all of us to you both.

Florence
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notes 1918

1-2-18

H.C.L.---High Cost of Living

up home---Christmas was celebrated at the Bean home farm where Walter and Ivah
were living

Holyoke---Mass. home of Uncle Bernard and Aunt ida Potter

2-12-18

Howard--Uncle Howard Bean--Florence's youngest brother

Dad and Emma---Grandpa Wiliam J. Bean and his 2nd wife Emma Gilbert Bean

while I'm in the hospital--preparing for another baby in June

3-26-18

Carl and Evelyn---classmates in Cortland High School

N. Orange---many references--homestead area for the Herrick family

4-8-18

Leah Day---another Cortland High School friend

Hazzards--referring to George and Kate Hazzard--parents of Edmund, Dorothy and
Donald. Mr Hazzard was secretary of Universalist church in Cortland for many
years thus they became good friends of Rev W.D. and Marion Potter who
preached at that Cobblestone Church

Avon etc----Evidently Florence and Wilburn had called Mother Marion about
accepting the job as farm manager at the Markham--Puffer Farm in Avon, NY.
This farm was known as Elm Place with the Misses Linda and Isabelle Puffer as
the owners living on the farm.

4-23-18

This is Wilburn’'s 26th birthday---born April 23, 1892

Emma is up there---Cortland-- waiting for the birth of Emma Virginia Hazzard

Holyoke folks---Uncle Bernard Ulysses and Aunt |da Barker Potter

| am disappointed that we have no letters between the June 14th letter and November
11, 1918. Especially one after Carleton Wilburn Potter’s birthday which was
June 14, 1918, Flag Day. Perhaps we can still resurrect some of these
interesting manuscripts---bwp

11-24-18

Miss Hardenbrook---1 gather that she was the cook at the farm boarding house. On
larger farms there often was "boarding house” where the employees took
their meals and also had rooms.

12-9-18

Black Diamond---that was the name for the fast train from New York City to Rochester
on the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

back to F-- Frank Bean living in McLean

Mr. Ogilvie--sounds like he was one of the owners or head man at Eim Place. in any
case | believe Wilburn reported to him.
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1--postmarked Jan 13, 1919, Avon, NY---writien by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
Jan. 12, 1919
Dear Mother,
While Wilburn is doing his report will get this started and then perhaps it witl get
finished. Had intended to do a little writing this afternoon but this seems 10 have been
our day at home so haven't found time.

Marian and | went up to S.S. then we had one of the fellows in for dinner. He is
a fellow from Cortland who is working here, Lloyd Baum. Then this p.m. a
Miss Aldrich, Mrs. Hyde, Miss Puffer and Miss Alleneueshaw have all been in to call so
with the babies have been a little busy.

Everything is progressing as usual. The children and | came back Wed. and
have gotten things cleaned up and moving along again. We had a very nice visit but
am glad to be back and by ourselves again. The children got so many things for
Xmas. Everything a child could wish for in the the way of toys and dollies too for
Carleton received a lovely coat, Marian a dress, and a coat and hat that | got for her
since Xmas.

Am glad you left Aunt Ida ali well again. Does she often have throat troubles?
We should certainly love to see Uncle Bernard anytime he could come. Hope it will be
soon. How is Auntie? Imagine she was glad to have you back.

They are hoping to begin filling the ice house this week if this cold weather
keeps up.

Monday P.M.---Have done a big washing this morning with one of the fellows
help. Mrs. Reid’s boy has had scarlet fever and they are not yet out of quarantine so
am doing things without her. It is quite like spring today--not very good ice making
weather.

Mr. George Hazzard has his farm up for sale and will sell if he gets what he
wants and move into town. Donald is working in town now in the Overall factory.

We received a lovely Wallace Nutting picture for Xmas. Wilburn got a sweater
vest, army style, a fur cap, hdks etc. M & P gave us the Outlook for a year and a W.S.S.
and iots of things for the children.

Must get this up to the office and then iron i there is anything dry.

Love to all
Wilburn and Florence
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2--postmarked Jan 24, 1919, Avon, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
Jan. 24, 1919
Dear Mother,

As the children are both asieep--Carleton has just this minute awakened! But
guess he will be good as he always is. He grows and changes every day it seems to
us. He sits alone on the floor now and smiles mostly. Marian loves him most to
pieces altho her loving is a littie rough at times but the baby does not seem to mind.
Have thought he would have some teeth by this time but nothing doing yet.

We have been having beautiful spring weather for the past week or more but
today is windy and cold again. Don't think we will tire of winter as badly this year as
last. But the heating system in our house is excellent so would keep warm, | think, no
matter what the weather.

Wonder if you are making refugee garments for the Red Cross? | went over to
sewing here last week and took both of the children. They are stili working on
pajamas.

Last Sunday | broke my gold crown off so Wednesday afternoon | visited the
dentist and had all my work finished up that afternoon. My teeth were in good
condition he said.

Had a woman to help me Monday so did a big washing and washed all the
kitchen paint. Then Tuesday Mrs. Reid was here and ironed so haven't had it very
strenuous this week. Am doing a little sewing all the whiie just to keep things going.

You asked about our cow. She was tested and reacted so the State took her
over. We don't have to worry about her any longer

How is Auntie? I[magine that she is enjoying this kind of a winter much better
than last. It does seem good not to be kept in by snow banks. Everything is going
along very nicely on the farm and everybody busy.

Walter and lvah had a nine pound boy the fourteenth and are doing very nicely.
My sister went up home for over last Sunday and the baby came down with the
measles so presume Geo Wm. will have them also.

Well if | get this up to the office for Henry will have to hustle it along

Love from all to all.
Florence
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5--postmarked Feb 25, 1919, Avon, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Tuesday p.m.
Dear Mother,

If | hurry maybe | can get a few lines written to you before mail time. We were so
sorry to know you had the grippe and of all the other sad news. We haven't yet
received any letter that Auntie wrote. Wonder if she directed it right? Are you feeling
pretty good again? Probabiy not very strong but eat lots and drink lots of water and try
and get a little fat on. How is Auntie now? Lucy has quite a care off her hands but it
must be lonesome and sad for her.

We are usually busy. Have a woman helping me today and we washed,
cleaned the kitchen paint and all, and this afternoon she is washing windows and light
globes. Wilburn has been busy getting three carload of ice unloaded and a car of
feed.

This week Friday night we are rather planning on going to the Masonic Bali in
Avon. Two weeks ago we attended the Eastern Star card party and Wilburn received
the Booby prize.

The babies are all fine both asleep at present. Did you receive the pictures?

Had a new tenant man come Sat p.m. and as the house wasn't ready we asked
them to come over here so the lady was here until yesterday and and the man came in
for supper but staid at the boarding house the rest of the time.

There isn't much news so won't spin it out too long. Hope you are both all right
again now.
Love to you both from us all
Wilburn and Florence

38



6--postmarked Mar 4, 1919, Avon, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
Mar 3, 1919
Dear Mother,
We were glad to receive your letter and know that you were better, but sorry to
know that Auntie has it. Do hope she is better now. We are ali very weli. This
beautiful spring weather ought to make anyone feel tip top.

It is now Tuesday afternoon. The ironing is finished and work done up. Have
had a woman helping me these last two mornings so am quite advanced with my work
this week.

We went to the dance last Friday night as we had planned and don’t think we
are fully over it yet as we haven't had a bit of extra sleep. Have had three extra
sleeping here since Saturday. They are the new people in the boarding house--a man
and his wife and a little girl seven years old. Miss Hardenbook went yesterday, also
the woman that had been helping her for a month. | don't believe many people shed
tears. She didn't so much as stop and bid me goodbye as she has no use for Dr.
Potter or his wife.

Wilburn was in the city part of the day yesterday and bought a team of horses
and is in again today to get them started out etc. We were both in one afternoon last
week.

The children are both fine and busy mostly. Both are asleep at present.

The Globe which you sent had much praise for Wilson all right. The people on
this place are very much opposed to Wilson and his methods.

There isn't much news and must hustle it up so as to get it to the office. Hope
this finds you much better.
Love to all from us all
Wilburn and Florence
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8--postmarked Mar 18, 1919, Avon, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
Mar 17, 1919
Dear Mother,
Just a few lines as | am very sleepy and weary and so do not feel equat to a
iengthy letter

We have been having a little company for couple or three days and so have had
a little extra to do and a little less sleep. Sat. night the Ogilve family was out for
supper, then they had been gone about twenty minutes when four more came and
staid until this morning. Those were Fay White's brother and wife and children (2).
They were enroute for Saskatchewan, Canada, and stopped over to see Fay. We
thought it would be pleasanter here than at the boarding house with all the men.

Did not wash today but am planning to do so tomorrow. Also hope to get into
the city to spend the day with my cousin sometime this week. Last week | made a start
on house cleaning and did a little changing around. Have Marian in the little bedroom
by herself and have turned the office into the spare bedroom. We now have Wilburn's
desk in the dining room.

We are wondering how you and Auntie are feeling these days. Do hope much
better and stronger. How is your heart acting now? Don’t the Dr. think it will be all OK
again when you get some more strength. Heard the other day of several people that
had had trouble very similar after the grippe but had seemed to get over it entirely after
a bit. We will hope that will be the case with you.

The next time you write would you give me Uncle Bernard's address or are they
still at 210 N. Pleasant?

The children are both well. Carleton gained 1/2 Ib. again last week and is now
19 Ibs.

Must call this enough and get to bed

Love from us all to you both.
Florence
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9--postmarked Mar 27, 1919, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, N.Y.
March 26, 1919
Dear Mother,
While | am waiting for my fire to come up so { can do a little ironing before
dinner, will get this started and then it will get finished sometime.

We have been having beautiful weather ail of this week. Most too good to be
true. Some of the teams are busy plowing and dragging and spring work is beginning
after our severe (7) winter. It surely has been a wonderfui one. | suppose this coming
Sunday we have another hour of daylight at the end of our day. It is so warm today
that it is uncomfortable in the house with the doors closed.

This last Sunday we had the tester, Mr. Carr, in for dinner. We think he is quite
a nice chap. He is a Cornell graduate from Ag. in ‘14 or ‘15 and is a splendid pianist.
While in college he played the piano in the Cornell Orchestra so you may know he is
pretty good. In the evening all the fellows from the boarding house came over and he
played for them. He is just back from camp and has all the camp songs at his
fingertips.

Evelyn and Carl and baby and the Kingsleys stopped for a few minutes on
Sunday. They go over near Caledonia to work this coming year and will be only
about five miles from us so we are planning on seeing them often.

We are expecting the Hazzards and Mother Emma out anytime now for a little
visit. No, my brother is not back on this side yet. Walter & ivah cail the baby, Herbert.
Monday morning | washed then at noon Wilburn and i went into the city.  Spent most
of the afternoon looking for rugs but didn'’t buy as yet.

It is now afternoon and both children asteep so will finish this up in a hurry and
get myself ready to go up to Avon with Wilburn for a few minutes when everyone is
awake

Are you and Auntie feeling pretty well again except for lack of a little strength?
That will come back soon we hope. Walks in the open air would be good tonic for you.

Birds of all kinds are back and it surely does sound good.

Love to you both from us all.
Wilburn and Florence
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10--postmarked Apr 8, 1919, Avon, NY---written by Florence 10
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Elm Place,Avon, NY
April 7, 1919
Dear Mother,
intended to write yesterday but the day slipped by before | realized and only did
one ietter all day. We have been having two beautiful spring days but quite typical of
April. Think it is turning colder tonight, however. Hope it doesn't freeze hard enough
again to injure all the buds etc. that are so far advanced.

Last week was quieter than some have been. We were out couple evenings.
One night at the big house with Mr. Carr, the tester, to hear him play on their piano.
But our concert was cut rather short as we had a hurry call to the boarding house. Fay
White fainted away and they hadn’t been able to bring him to. There was a bit of
excitement for a little while but he finally came along all right and felt good the next
day.

Thursday night | went into the city with the Misses Puffer and Mason to a concert
given by Jascha Heifetz, the famous boy violinist. He is a Russian and only 18 years
of age but considered about the best in the world. He was wonderful and did enjoy
the numbers immensely.

All of the boys from the boarding house came over that evening and Mr. Carr
gave them a concert on our piano. Mt Carr left yesterday forenoon but p.m. we spent
resting.

There seems to be plenty of excitement over across all the time. The Peace
Conference had better hurry up or the Bolshevists will beat them to it yet. If newspaper
talk is only haif true | guess that things are in a sorry condition over there.

Well my whole family is asleep but it is time to wake Wilburn up to milk so guess
Fll stop and go to bed. Have helped do a big washing today and have a busy day
ahead.

| suppose you are seeing the Dr. right along so as to get strong as fast as
possible? No, my people haven't been out yet. Mr. Geo. Hazzard has soid his farm
and bought the Titchenor place on Clinton Ave. They have an auction this week
Thursday.
Love from all to you both
Wilburn and Florence
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11--postmarked Apr 18, 1919, Avon, NY---typewritten by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
April 18, 1919
Dear Mother,
As | have a few minutes, guess that | shall have to practise on the type-writer
and write you a few lines.

This has been a busy week, with no time for ietters. My people, the Hazzards
and mother Emma, came out last Friday and stayed until Tuesday. Emma and
Edmund have a new Oakland car so we made good use of it while they were here.
Last Saturday afternoon, we drove over to see Carl and Evelyn a few minutes, then on
as far as Caledonia and back home. Sunday afternoon we went around that way
again and on to Rochester and called on all of our relatives and the Kingsleys. Did
not get home until almost nine in the evening. Monday afternoon Mother Emma took
care of the children and the four of us went into the city again to do some shopping.
We bought a new rug and new curtains for living room and dining room.

Yesterday | cleaned the living-room alone and got the new rug down. Today |
have had a woman to help me and have cieaned the dining room. Put the living room
rug out there, so we ook quite fine. Am cieaned now up to the kitchen, bathroom, and
pantry, so feel as tho | were doing pretty well.

The children are fine, Carieton is growing every day and seems to know so
much. But he has no teeth as yet and does not creep. He weighs almost twenty one
pounds now, so you see he is a good fat boy.

There is not much news. They are busy outside with spring work and have
unloaded four carloads of ice this week.

How are you and Auntie feeling now? Does Auntie plan to have much of a
flower garden this year? | am hoping to have a few flowers but do not know how my
plans will work out.

Must hustie this up if | get it up to the office for Mr. Ogilvie to take. Perhaps this
is easier to read than my usual tracks. Will try not to make so many mistakes next time.
Love to you both from us all
Wilburn and Florence
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12--postmarked Apr 28, 1919, Avon, NY---typewritten by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
April 28, 1819
Dear Mother,
It you will pardon the typewriter, will send a few lines. | wanted to get so that |
couid do a little something on the typewriter but the only time | get to practise is when i
write letters, so my friends and relatives are being afflicted with my mistakes. But |
figure that those are no worse than my writing.

The box of Arbutus arrived Wednesday in very good condition. They were
beautiful. We took part of them up to the big house and they were delighted with
them. Your letter came on the same day also, so Wilburn had quite a Birthday.
Mildred Smith came last Tuesday and stayed until Friday, when | went up to the city
with her to see her safely started for Syracuse.

Well, we have gone and done it, so to speak, as we have bought a car. We
bought it last week Monday, but didn't get it home until yesterday. It is a Dodge
touring. Took our first ride in it yesterday and took the Ogilvies with us. We were up
there to dinner and went riding in the afternoon.

it was pretty cold here last week, and am afraid there was quite a bit of damage
done to the small fruits etc. Today we are having April showers.

How is Auntie feeling now? And is your heart pretty good again?

The children are fine and growing every day. Baby isn't gaining weight so
much now, but is growing longer and older in ways. He is just as good as gold all the
while. Marian is just as full as ever.

Must call this enough if am to get it up to the office in time.

Love to you both from us all
Wilburn and Florence
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13--postmarked May 12, 1912, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
May 12, 1919
Dear Mother,
For some reason didn't find much time for letters last week and suggested to
Wilburn that he write yesterday since it was Mothers’ Day but he didn't find any more
time than | so guess | shall have to get busy for a few minutes now.

There is nothing especially exciting going on. Plenty of rain, the flats are
flooded so we have quite a water view from the barns. Think that all farmers would
appreciate one week of sunshine.

| believe you were here last fali when Edith Woodward was here. She and her
sister were up Sat p.m. and to supper. But it had to rain all the time could not get
around to enjoy our car.

| have learned to run it and have been up to Avon once alone. That is without
Wilburn but took the children. Think { shall enjoy it a great deal this summer as | can
come and go when | like. Then with the long evenings we shall have some nice rides
together.

Late yesterday p.m. we took Lioyd Barum and his father up to Rochester. Rode
around a littte and called on the Kingsleys then left Mr. Barum at the N.Y.C. depot. and
we came home. We were also in the city last Tuesday p.m. Took one of the men from
here to the hospital then went shopping a little. Bought a new robe for the car so we
can ride and keep warm.

My woman was here and washed this morning. Don't know whether the
clothes will get dry to iron tomorrow or not. Am getting weli along in house cleaning
as | only have the bathroom and back hall to clean. Wil be glad when it is ail done
then | can sew in peace.

The children are both well and happy. Marian and | went up to S.S. yesterday.
She enjoys going so much. Carleton isn’'t gaining much but seems so well and strong
and developing so fast. He has no teeth yet. He goes all over the kitchen floor now
lying flat on his stomach and going backwards.

Will Auntie do much for a flower garden this year? | have some pansies and
geraniums and dahlia roots. There isn't room for much here.
Love from all
Wiilburn, Florence and babies
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19--postmarked , Sept 15,1919, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Sunday Evening

Dear Mother and Auntie,
If you please to pardon the paper, think | can get a letter written. Did not mean it
should be so long but have been about as busy as they make them since | came back.

Guess | wrote that we reached here Sunday p.m. after a very nice trip. Cousin
Vance came home with us and staid until this last Wed. morning. He seemed to enjoy
it very much here. Don’'t know whether he is going back to schoot or not but he surely
had it talked to him while here. He is an odd chap but as good hearted as can be.

Have canned peaches, plums, tomatoes and made jelly of grapes and some
peach marmalade and a doz. cans of tomato soup; besides cleaning up the house and
doing part of the ironing each week. So you see | have had to work around a little.

Wilburn has been equally busy in his line--such as, filling silo and taking cattle
to Avon Fair and back. They won eight first prizes and eleven seconds and three
thirds, so that the prize money amounted to over $200. State Fair was this past week
and some of the boys went out. Guess that it was very good this year.

Hasn't Esther finished up any of those pictures yet, or were none of them good?
Does Judson walk alone yet. He will have to hurry up if he beats Carleton as
Carleton has taken five or six steps alone and it is nothing unusual now to have him
take three and four. He is 15 mo. today.

Tell Lucy that | used the pie plate three times all ready and it works fine. Hope
to find time to write her before long myseilf.

This seems to be Pig day on Elm Place as we have had 22 little pigs arrive
since three p.m. There maybe more by now as ! left Wilburn watching them over a half
hour ago and he hasn't come in yet. These are in 2 litters today and then we had
another last Friday so we will have more than thirty anyway.

It is late so must hustle to bed so as to be ready for the week. | have a new
sister as my brother Albert was married a week ago.

Mr. Rawley of McLean is dead we noted in the Cortland Standard.

Love to all from us all
Florence

54



20--postmarked , Sept 23,1919, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY
Sept 22, 1919

Dear Mother,

Even tho it is 9:30 and | am slightly weary will try and scratch a few lines. How
are you and Auntie? You must try and not overdo as you know you can't be sick too.
But | know Lucy wiil help you and you must let her do it. Wish it were so that { would
step in and give a little help.

This has been a busy day here. | helped with the washing and baked and
canned a few tomatoes besides reguiar work this morning. This p.m. have ironed a
little, cleaned up and taken my brother, who came in very unexpectedly Sat. a.m. on a
long ride and then to the station. Coming home | had a flat tire and had to phone to
someone to come after me as we hadn't a good extra tire.

Have pickled and canned and made jelly until | shall be very glad to see the
end. But | think we shall enjoy everything very much this winter. Still have pears, a
few more tomatoes and grape juice to do. Perhaps another batch of mock mince meat.

Witburn is more than busy keeping ali of his helpers busy and all the machinery
running smoothly. They have one silo full and a start on the second in the morning.
Tonight he is helping get cenrlified milk ready to ship to the National Dairy Show.

Last week we were all on the bums for a day and night. Dr. calied it a slight
attach of cholera neosbuc (sp?). Baby had it the worst or rather longest of any of us
but guess a good deal of his came from his teeth as has another one just thru. He
seems to be feeling fine now and trying to say a few things and walks all the time.

The Ogilvies at last have their wish and have a baby girl and are aimost too
delighted for words.

it was too bad that Walter Stone could not have a girl aitho 1 think it nice to have
two boys. How is Mrs. Walter getting on? Remember me to her if you have the
opportunity. How are all the other Orange folk? Hope this finds Auntie much better .
Love to both from all
Florence

t forgot to say that the pictures etc. arrived all safely. Think some of them are
very good indeed.
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21--postmarked , Oct 13,1919, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Elm Place, Avon, NY
Oct 12, 1919

Dear Mother,

Have just had the children out for a little ride and there still seems to be time for
a letter before iunch. It has been a beautiful fall day, rather cold but invigorating
Marian and | got up to S.S. Wilburn and | hope to go up to church tonight.

How is Auntie feeling now? Also yourself? Hope you are not overdoing. This
family is feeling quite fine now. We have all had colds but just about over them now.
They seem to be visiting every one on the farm.

This past week had our fifth anniversary so of course had to celebrate. Did so
by going into the city to the theatre and taking Carl and Evelyn with us. It was a very
cold night to ride but had enough fun to make up. Then Thursday night we got ready
to go up to the High School reception but as we were late we decided not to go in but
went calling instead.

Am done with canning and hope this week to do some sewing. The whole
family needs clothes. Carleton is growing so fast that he is outgrowing all of his
rompers. He walks all over now. Is on the trot all day long and should think his little
legs would be so tired at night. He weighed 23 Ibs. this morning. Marian is busy
playing and now she has a great desire to help with the dishes.

The silos have ail been filled once and they are refilling. Have had a little
difficulty with help lately and so Wilburn has been very busy.

We had a letter from Vance the other day and he has had tonsils and adenoids
out and says he feels so much better.

We received a picture of Arlan last week. Were quite surprised but very much
pleased.

Wilburn is in for lunch so must stop.

Love from all to all
Florence and Wilburn
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22--no envelope dated Nov.19,1919, Avon, NY--writien by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Avon, NY. Nov. 19, 1919
Dear Mother,
We are having a young winter today with snow and wind and cold. it makes
one feel fine. The only thing | regret about winter coming is that we won't be able to
drive the car much longer.

Well you have had quite a rest from my handwriting. Have tried to get Wilburn
to write but he isn't very keen for writing letters. | don't know where the last two or
three weeks have gone to but know that | have been mostly terribly busy. Mother
Emma came back from Chicago three weeks ago teday and was here almost two
weeks. We surely kept busy while she was here with sewing. She made me two
dresses and two pair of night drawers for the baby.

Then a week ago last Saturday we started out to take her to Syracuse and went
as far as the Taylor's at Skaneateles that night--then into Syracuse Sunday morning.
Spent the day with my brother there and came home that night. Had a lovely trip. It
was cold but as we were well wrapped up did not mind.

As Mrs. King is sick, had my washing and ironing to do alone. Besides that |
had a woman to help me and we cleaned the living room, dining room, kitchen and
Marian’s room and ours---all in two days. | was some tired Saturday night but was
rested by Monday.

Sunday noon my brother and family from Chicago came and are still here.
They are coming back to McLean to live on a farm. They are still here but expect to go
on in the morning. Monday a.m. we did the washing and in the p.m. took about a 70
mile ride into Rochester and out east aways. Staid with my cousin in Rochester for
supper. Don't know whether we will take a ride today or not.

The children are fine. Discovered last night that Carleton is cutting two double
teeth altho as yet he hasn't al of his front teeth. He surely keeps me busy as he goes
from one thing to the other just as fast as his legs will carry him. Marian was so
detighted with the snow this morning and had to have her sled out.

Wilburn isn’t quite so busy, now that he has finished testing. Work is in fine
shape. The last tester here was a Mr. Whippen and he was the son of the Universalist
minister at Shelburne Falis before Father was there. Wilbum was quite surprised
when he found it out. He seemed like a nice chap. How is Auntie feeling now? You
are not over doing are you? Must close and get cleaned up as we may have
company this afternoon. What are you and Auntie doing for Thanksgiving? You
better come and eat with us. Love to you all.

Wilburn, Florence and the children
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21--postmarked, Dec 3, 1919, Avon, NY--written by Wilburn 1o
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Elm Place
Avon, NY

Dear Mother -
Your letter from Holyoke reached us tonight and as | have my reports

practically up to date think | will write a few fines. [f you only knew how many times I've
thought of writing and then just put it off.

We are sure having an early winter this year, altho we have plowed over 125
acres this fall since silo filling. | was hoping to plow about twenty five more while the
weather was good. Now we are doing the regular routine work, chores, drawing milk,
manure and fire wood and husking corn. Want to get some white washing and
painting done shortly.

We spent a rather pleasant Thanksgiving with Mr. and Mrs. Gould at Avon
having Roast Duck and all the fixings. They are some older than we but that doesn’t
make any difference. They have three children the oldest being fourteen and Jane a
year younger than Marian. Mr. and Mrs. Clark a neighbor of the Goulds were also
there. At night we attended a Legion Dance getting home two am. So ] got to bed
about three as | had my midnight milking to do.

Florence is planning on going into the city tomorrow. Mrs. Ogilvie is to take care
of the children and I'm to have a nice cold dinner if | don't warm it up. Wish Uncle
Bernard might stop off here on his way back from Chicago but | suppose he’ll be in
such a hurry that he won't have time. Hope you didn't get over tired at Holyoke and at
the Fair. Wonder if you are investing in any more Kennecott Copper just now or are
you selling.

If you have any of those Sugarman Builletins on hand would fike to look one
over if you could spare it. We still have farm on the Brain but maybe it will pass away
before anything happens if this weather keeps up.

Well this is just a line to let you know we are all well and that Carleton had his

first haircut out at the Barbershop today. Will close with lots of love to you both.
from Avon Potters
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notes 1919
1-13-19
Aunt Ida--- Ida Barker Potter and Uncle Bernard Ulysses Potter,Holyoke, Mass.
Bernard worked for the Worthington Pump Company as installation engineer.
He traveled in South America and all 48 states in this work.
George Hazzard--owned first farm on left from Cortland, now Stoughten.
M. & P.---Markham and Puffer, Avon, NY----gave_Qutlook, a business magazine
1-24-19
cow--state took her over--reacted to Tuberculosis test--State program
Walter and Ivah-- Bean--Herbert born 1-14-19
Sister went up home--Emma Bean Hazzard---up home--Bean farm on East River Road
2-5-19
rubbed out--on a scrub board--washing by hand; rinsing--after scrubbing and washing
Advanced Registry---Holstein Association---a short test, 7 day, at this time
3-4-19
Wilson---President Woodrow Wilson--------- Globe, Boston--—-newspaper still today
3-27-18
just back from camp---military training
back on this side--of the Atlantic ocean after WW i---Uncle Albert Bean
4-18-19
over across----in Geneva, Switzerland---a League of nations which U.S. did not join
Bolshevists--Communists in Russia--led by Lenin
4-28-19
Mildred Smith--Cortland high School classmate
5-12-19
N.Y.C.--New York Central Railroad
new robe for the car---touring car, only used snap on side curtains--no heater
5-26-19
had the curtains on---side curtains snapped on to the side of the car--no windows
8-5-19
broke up the old home--Grandpa W. J. Bean has died
9-1-19
enjoy the Traii--Mohawk Trail through western Mass.
Potter cousins--Wilburn, son of Wilburn D.--Manley, son of Bernard U.---Atlee, Margie,
Frances & Vance, children of Wendell---none to Dr. Burton & Veva Potter Storrs
9-15-19
new sister--Uncle Albert Bean married Ada Griffen Bean
9-23-19
helped with washing--responsible for boarding house washing as well as own
brother--undoubtedly Uncle Howard Bean
Certified Milk---raw milk, supposedly the best-- produced under perfect environment,
sold for a premium--later all milk for drinking was pasteurized
5th anniversary--Wilburn and Florence were married October 7, 1914
12-3-19
Farm on the Brain---Wilburn and Florence dream of owning their own farm
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1--postmarked Jan. 2, 1920, Avon, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Eim Place
Avon, N.Y.
Dear Mother -
Your cards duly received and was glad to hear from you. Aiso Auntie's.
Florence and the children are still in Cortland being there since Christmas. We had a
splendid ride and Christmas with Frank at the Sweetlands. We left about 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday and got to Sweetlands before ten. Carl and Evelyn went with us. | made
the trip home after five o'clock Thursday getting here before ten. Quite a ride about
120 miles one way. The car has certainly earned its way if one calls running it
earning its way. We've been over 6000 since we got it the last of April.

We had a very bountifui Christmas. Guess ¥'ll let Florence tell you about it as
she knows more about the things and where they came from. She has been expecting
and wanting a kitchen cabinet so | got one in Tuesday. Sellers latest and largest size.
Wish you might see it. It will surely save a lot of steps and one will know just where to
look for things. Florence gave me a very nice desk lamp (Electric).

| still have Farm on the Brain. Can't seem to get it off but guess I'll have to wait
until | have more ready money that I've got now. Expect to send a check to Shelburne
Falls before the tenth. If you get any more Sugarman’s bulletins send one aiong for |
like to study them. | note that Western Union is selling for 87 or about and pays 7%.
Pretty good investment I'd say as that is nearly as good as U.S. Bonds, If one buys at
87 that makes them over 8% a hundred and they just declared an extra dividend a little
while ago.

Am wondering how you are making out down with Frank. Hope you will not
work too hard but seems as if after a little that would be a mighty fine place for you and
Auntie. How do you like it? | shoutd think Frank would be fine to work for and get
along with. Is Auntie feeling much better than she did or doesn't she gain. This is
pretty cold weather for anyone to feel very extra. We are filling our ice houses now.
Hope to finish in less than a week. Then the wood is next.

Hope | may hear from you when you have time.
Love, Wilburn
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2--postmarked Feb 3, 1920, Avon, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Monday Evening
Dear Mother:-
Altho it is after nine, will try and keep myself going a littie longer, so that | may at
least start a letter. Wilburn has been so busy | guess he has not found time to answer
your letter yet but think he will before long.

He has been doing some more Advanced Registry work for couple weeks,
which means that he has to milk four times a day. It has been quite a successfut run
this time as some of the cows have made rather good records. | believe they end up
in a couple days now.

The Xmas box came thru ail O.K. and we all thank you and Auntie for the many
gifts. They were so nice and useful we shall get lots of good out of them. Yes, | think
there is plenty of material for the dress and rompers and if | lack | can put on
contrasting collar and cuffs which | rather think | shall do anyway. When | was home
at Xmas time Mother Emma made a coat for Marian out of the dark blue broadcioth
which you gave me some time ago. It makes a very nice looking coat for her and very
warm. Also made my wedding suit over into a dress for myself, so have had
something to wear during this cold weather.

We have been having a long cold stretch. Lots of snow everywhere. Saturday
night it was 12 degrees below but today it has been so warm and mild. A great
change in a short time. Snow has disappeared quite fast. Guess there has been no
danger but that the bear could see his shadow but hope it doesn't mean another six
waeks like the past six.

Last week was rather busy in the “going” line. As we started off Sunday by
dining over to Carl and Evelyn McKinney’'s. And | think we were out somewhere or
had company everyday. Wed. evening it was a card party. Thurs p.m. a tea and
Thurs. eve. one of the entertainments in the lecture course up at the High School.
Sat. p.m. two of my S.S. girls came out and staid for supper. Yesterday Carl and
Evelyn were over here for lunch. They move the first of March out to McLean on
George Fitts’ farm. We shall miss them here very much.

How is Auntie feeling this winter?

Love to you both from us all.
Florence

61



5--postmarked Feb 27, 1920, Avon, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Elm Place
Wednesday A M.

Dear Mother:-

| thot | would receive a letter from you before now but suppose you have
been too busy to write and too surprised for words. | was in Cortland Monday and
talked with Mr. Crandall and Mr. Rowe in regard the farm. We have decided to take it
and if we have our health we believe we can surely make good. Suppose you think
we were very foolish when we had such a good job, so to speak, but | cannot do the
way |'ve done the last year as the worry in trying to please is a great harder that the
work. | will never be satisfied until we have found out we can’t succeed on a place of
our own. Mr. Rowe has certainly made good on the place making as near as we can
figure $12,000 besides his living in eight years and he is only thirty years old now.

| wonder if you would have confidence in me to endorse a note for me. That is
to say that | would like to borrow money from a National Bank without giving a Chattel
Mortgage on the stock and tools and you see as | am worth not a deal more than we
have paid on the place, it is necessary to have someone who is worth more than the
amount of money | wish to draw endorse the note, and that means if | fail to make the
payments, the bank would have the privilege of drawing on your account.

This means that you would not have to put up a cent if | make good but your
name would give me the necessary backing or security to secure the money
necessary to buy stock and tools without giving a chatte! mortgage on them. By giving
a Chattel Mortgage on them { cannot sell any poor animals without giving the one who
has the Mortgage notice that | wish to sell and getting his permission to sell.

Miss Puffer and Miss Markham are so interested in the affairs that they will
endorse my note for two thousand. That is a great heip and we certainly appreciate it.
Of course | can give a Chattel Mortgage. | don’t want to if | can possibly get away from
it. | have talked the thing thoroughly with Miss Linda and Mr. Markham, also Mr.
Hazzard and Fred Fitts besides learning about the farm from other people. Florence
and | are sincerely hoping that is is the right move and that we will be thoroughly
satisfied with the deal.

Marian and Carleton send Grandma Potter a Hug and Kisses. Marian is surely
a busy body and Carleton is just as much so or more. Marian washed ail the dishes
this morning. Florence tried to keep her from doing it but she persisted.

Must close with much Love from all. Wilburn

P.S. | would want to make the note for $4500. Please write as soon as possible and
let me know if | can depend on your signature. Will (write) more after your letter come.
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6--postmarked Mar 31, 1920, Avon, NY--written by Wilburn 1o
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Elm Place
Thursday Eve.
Dear Mother:-

Your letter came today and it surely does not seem as long ago that we
wrote so the days have evidently passed very swiftly. They have been busy ones for
us. Florence is busy packing and cleaning and tending the children. The warm
weather just agrees with them. They just like to get out and play. Florence did her
washing Monday a.m. and finished the ironing before breakfast Tuesday morning.
Tuesday p.m. we went to the city.

| have been busy doing some more Advanced Registry work. Made the best
record that has ever been made here at Elm Place. Over thirty pounds of butter in
seven consecutive days and one hundred pounds of milk in one day. So that will give
us a grand and glorious finish. Some of the other cows have done very well .

| guess we've started in farming for ourselves alright for | have already
purchased five horses and 26 cows and a bull to be shipped from Avon this week. We
are expecting Morris to move us this week and we’ll have two car ioads of cattle and
horses. Sometimes it looks rather large but guess we’'ll swing it alright.  Mr. Rowe
does not have his sale untit the ninth of April but we have the house the first if we get
there. He sells 75 head of cattle, 6 horses besides all the equipment.

The children are very well and enjoying the spring weather immensely.
Florence weighed Carleton yesterday and he weighs 28 12 Ibs. He trots
continuously. Herbert Walter, Walter’s baby, has been quite sick but is better now.
They are to have an addition this summer.

| am enclosing the pictures of the farm buildings which will give you a little idea
of how we will iook. That is land below the barn not a river as you might think at first
glance.

I hope this finds you well and Auntie and Frank much better. We have escaped
any serious trouble this winter which seems very fortunate. Probably if you don't write
until the last of the week you better send it to Truxton R.D. % Clark Rowe.

Will close with Lots of Love to all from all, Wilburn
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7--postmarked Apr 10, 1920 Cortland, NY--written by Wilburn 1o
Mrs. W.D. Pofter. 145 South Main 5t, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
April 10, 1920
Dear Mother:-
i am writing just a few lines to let you know that we are in Truxton for a
little while anyway. The auction was yesterday and was a large sale. We have 44
head of cattle now. So you see we have some money invested.

| am enclosing note which | wish you would sign on the back by the cross.

The children are all well now but Carleton had a coupie of bad falls which rather
upset him but | guess he is getting along alright now. Tell Frank the roof is slate on the
house and galvanized iron on the barn.

We are just leaving for Cortland so will mail this down there. Mother Emma has
been helping settle and we are pretty well aiong. Everything being new it goes fast.

Must close with Lots of Love from All.
Wilburn
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B8--postmarked Apr 23, 1920 Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
April 23, 1920
Dear Mother -
I am penning just a few lines this nice rainy morning and my 28th
birthday. it doesn’'t seem possible that the years roll around as fast but our lives are
so full of business that we don't think much about the time until after it is gone.

We are coming along fine here. We have plowed about fifteen acres since we
came besides of course the other necessary work. We have 44 grown head of cattle
and 3 calves and 4 horses. Had the misfortune to lose the best horse | bought before |
ever got her to Truxton. She was a purebred Percheron and at the time she had her
colt she ruptured the vagina and peritonitus set in. The colt was born dead so that
gave us a fine send off but that is part of the game.

We are shipping about seven cans of milk (600 Ibs) and will probably have
more as the summer advances. At present we have three hired men but only expect
to have two after a little. One is a tenant and the others we are boarding.

We went down to Walter's last night for a little visit and brought home some
chairs and four gallons of syrup.

We sold our new living room rug and bought a complete set of four of the same
pattern of Mrs. Rowe so now we are quite well fixed. Have a vacuum cleaner and
now when we get a power washer and electric motor for the sewing machine we’'ll be
right up to date.

Breakfast is now ready at seven o'clock so will stop for now. | am enclosing
another note for you to sign and this will be the last | hope until we have to rerun them
in six months.

Hastily from ali the folks.

(the bottom of this letter may have been torn off--bwp)
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g-postmarked May 25, 1920, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
May 24, 1920

Dear Mother -

| expect you are wondering why we do not write and | guess the only
reason is that we haven't taken time to write to anyone. We are just piugging along
each day trying to get our work along. As yet we have only planted a few oats and
peas but we are all ready to ptant corn and potatoes. We will have about 15 acres
corn, 8 acres potatoes, 6 acres cabbage, 5 acres ocats and peas, 2/3 acre beets
besides a big haying of probably 100 acres.

We have just put in a milking machine as we are milking 37 it made a little too
much for two to do and | figured that they would pay for themselves give them time.

We mowed our lawn for the first time tonight. Went to Cortland this afternoon
bought lawn mower, feed, sold some hens and roosters.

At first | bought 22 hens and a rooster and then later | had a chance to buy sixty
more so now we have them minus those we soid today. So now we have 76 hens and
one rooster and we get from 30-51 eggs a day. We also bought 161+ eggs from trap
nested hens. Walter is hatching those in the incubator for us and they'll be out
Thursday.

We are getting a little better than 700 Ibs of milk a day now beside fattening two
or three calves all the while. | planted 2 1/2 Ibs cabbage seed the other day. Our four
horses work well together. Grass is growing nicely now but has been slow starting.
But this farm is a great hay farm so | guess we’ll have it if anyone does. Think | shall
go to ancther auction Wednesday. Don't know what I'll buy maybe nothing.

The babies are just dandy. I'm sure you wouid hardly know either one. Think
that you and Frank better run out this way in your car this summer. It just a dandy ride
and you surely must see this place this summer. We went over to Frank and Nellie’s
for dinner yesterday. Waiter and Ivah were there, also all the Gilberts. Saw Carl and
Evelyn up at the Fitts. You know Carl is working for George. Think that we'll have to
go to bed and we get up bright and early now. I'm up before five and now we are in
for breakfast at 6:30 so you see we are right on deck.

Love from all
Wilburn
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10-postmarked June 28, 1920, Cortland, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W.D. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
June 27, 1920
Dear Mother:-
It is now after ten o’clock and have finished the chores, had breakfast,
played with the children and have my books caught up to date. 1 will write a few lines
before we go to church. Just seems as if the time has flown.

We have been very busy all the spring. Have between six and seven acres of
potatoes in and nearly five acres of cabbage set. If we get a crop we'll surely come
out on top. We are milking around 35 cows, having an income from them of nearly
twenty dollars a day. They are getting their entire feed out of the pastures but may
have to start feeding some grain in the barn soon. Our hay crop is good and we
should make over one hundred fifty tons and hay is as good as gold this year. ltis
selling at $35 & $40 here now. Probabiy when mine is ready it will be lower. Will
start cutting the clover tomorrow and keep on cutting until it is all in the bam,

This past week we have been setting cabbage plants. Florence has driven the
team and Myron and myself have been doing the setting. Have done some veterinary
work, have taken in nearly a hundred dollars since we came here. It takes some time
but think { can do quite a business in the winter months when there is more sickness.
The feliows in Cortland are only doing about 1/3 as much as they do in the winter.

Last Sunday was our Sunday at home. Frank and Nellie and Mr and Mrs
Sweetland were up to dinner, then in the afternoon Edmund and Emma and children,
Emma Bean and the three Giiberts were up sc we had quite a day. Florence went to
Cortland Monday. Friday night we set cabbage until nearly 9:30 but generally we are
all thru at six o'clock

We are wondering how things are turning in the shop there, are they working
any more hours? We are wondering why you don't say when you are coming out.
Wish Frank wouild come. Think he would be very much interested. Think | could keep
him busy for a few days at a pretty usefui occupation. They are offering from four to
eight doliars a day for help so it wouldn't take a great while for one to work his way.
Think we'll have some pictures of the babies the next time we write. Don't find any
thing of that check and | cannot remember why we cashed it or not.

Must close with Love from All
Wilburn
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11-postmarked July 6, 1920, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter. 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Tues. AM.

Dear Mother,
I find Wilburn did not return Helen’s letter so will send it along. | believe you
wanted it. This is a beautiful morning. Haying is to continue this a.m.

We had a very pleasant Fourth or rather the fifth down at Gilberts. All our family
was there except Howard. The children had great fun with fire crackers and some of

the older boys too.
There is nothing very exciting happening here but seem to keep busy.

When are we to expect your visit? You had better not wait until fall or it won't
be so pretty thru the country. Wish Auntie might come too. Why don't you come right
away? Itis lovely here now.

Love from us all
Florence
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12-postmarked Oct 25, 1920, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY
Monday P.M.
Dear Mother:-
It is a dark rather dull fall day and have been doing a little picking up.
Florence has done the washing and our new tenant man has been picking apples.
We were a little afraid the apples might get frosted and spoil them entirely.

We haven't quite finished the potatoes but hope to do it soon. Will have around
eleven hundred bushels in the cellar when we get thru. Now if the price go up a little
we'll have quite a good thing on potatoes. Our cabbage have developed and headed
rapidly of late but the price is rather low but they make extra good cow feed and save
good grain.

Our new man moved his goods Friday and went to work Saturday afternoon.
Apparently he is a good sort of a fellow at least he starts off well. He has no family
other than his wife. They are young people. He 31 and she 23. They staid here
Friday night but went up there Saturday.

This has been a most wonderful fail so many fine days and so little rain. We
haven't done any more pilowing than when you were here but hope to do some when
we get the potatoes taken care of.

Our cows are milking around six hundred pounds a day now making our
income from them over twenty three dollars a day. But we need it all to come out on
top in good shape.

| am enclosing another note which makes the last one until next spring, for
which we are thankful. Wonder how you came out with Ben and | see K.C. is very low
now. If you should have any spare change that you want six percent on, think | should
put it into young stock. | neglected to send this before so now you have to send it right
back.

Hastily with Love from all, Wilburn
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13-postmarked Nov 20, 1820, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Nov. 20, 1920
Dear Mother,

Not that | have nothing to do on Saturday morning but if | don'’t take the time
now won't get it written this week. Had not intended to wait so long to thank you for
my birthday gift. It seems to me that it was an elaborate gift. Thot you said you were
making it for yourself.

Before | forget it, did you write Miss Hanford and have her make some tatting? |
received some in the mail some time ago without a word of any kind in it and couid not
make out the post mark so am wondering to whom | should repay. If you did have her
do it please tell me how much it was and let me settle.

We were down to Isabelle’s for supper the night of my birthday and we
celebrated together as her's was the 10th. The next night was over to an
entertainment at the Church. Thompson Blood (sp?), the impersonator, was there.

Have had a S.S. class for two Sundays.

Wilburn went to an auction at Solon yesterday so went by way of Cortland and
the children and | went down to Gilberts and spent the p.m. Had hair cuts again so as
to look well for Thanksgiving. We go over to Trumansburg for Thanksgiving.

Farm work is progressing. Chores take a great deal of time now since the cows
are in the barn. Cabbages are still in the fieid. Picked up about $45. worth of cider
apples and sold them. Potato prospect looks a little more favorabie.

Must get busy or won't get thru work today.

Love from all
Florence

Hope you have a pleasant time Thanksgiving
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14-postmarked Dec 23, 1920, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Dec 23, 1920
Dear Mother,
This is some hour to be writing letters (5:30 a.m.) but decided if it were to get
done this morning | had better do it first. Had thought Wilburn would write so have just
put off doing it myself.

Have been so busy for the last two weeks. Doing just a few little things for
Xmas and regular house work has been a little more getting ready for the folks. |
guess we told you in the summer that we were to have the Xmas gathering this year. |
haven't done much for Xmas, made a few things for the kiddies. Dressed a doll (it isn't
quite finished) for Marian. The specifications were that its eyes open and shut, so of
course it had to be. Then | got a little doll cradle that | used to have and treated it to a
coat of chic 7 enamet and it looks fine. Mrs. Woodward wanted to make the sheets
and things for i, so it will be quite complete. Santa had orders to bring a carriage also
but guess he'’s too poor this year to do everything, especially with carriages at $10.

How do you like the pictures? They are not very large but rather good | think.

We came down to Cortland Sat. and Marian staid down with Gilberts until
yesterday, Wed, when | went down to get her and Mother Emma. She had a great time
playing with the little girl next door. Think it was a good thing for both of them to have
someone to play with. Carleton also had a fine time here with no one to bother him.

It seemed so quiet with just him.

Wilburn has been working in the woods this week, getting out trees ready for the
buzz saw. We haven't sold our potatoes yet. Did not sell the cabbage either. in
hopes to sell our hay soon if we can get any decent price at all.

We have had some good snappy weather this week but no snow much yet. Am
in hopes it will hold off now until after Xmas so the folks can come in their cars.

Must get breakfast so will wish you a Merry Christmas and hope to hear about it
soon.
Love from us all,
Wilburn, Florence and the Children
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15-postmarked Dec 30, 1920, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Dec 29, 1920
Dear Mother,
While | am waiting for Wilburn to come will scribble a few lines as | suppose you
are anxious to hear of our Xmas. Am very sleepy but maybe | can stay awake a little
longer. Don't seem to have found much time to rest up from last week’s rush.

Everyone said our Christmas dinner was fine. We had roast pig, mashed
potatoes, gravy, dressing, boiled apples, escalloped onions, turnip, celery, pickles,
rolls, coffee, gelatin, pumpkin pie and loads of whipped cream. We have been eating
pork all week and are not done yet, in spite of the fact that 29 partook of it. Then there
were two who were too small to indulge.

In the afternoon we took things off from the tree and think everyone fared very
well indeed. Marian got so many things, likewise Carleton, | don't believe | can
remember them all. There were two sets of dishes, and a little tea set, a stove, books,
puzzles, cut-out books, a cap, scarf and mittens knit of red yarn, a dollie’s fan, doll
cradle with wheels and comfortable, tick and pillow. Santa brought also a doll that
opened and shut its eyes. | don't think she hardly had it our of her arms all day.

Carleton had leggings, cap and mittens of gray trimmed in blue, books, balls,
train of cars, some small blocks, bedroom slippers, fire horses, bunny on wheels etc.

Wilburn, neckties, socks, hdks, moccasins. Myself 3 casseroles, two aprons,
knitted scarf, aluminum kettle for baking my beans, pyrex dish, fern dish,hdk. We aiso
had photos of Walter’s two children and Emma’s two. We are also to have the QOutlook
another year.

Your box came this past Monday and many thanks for ail the lovely things. It
seems to me it was a pretty generous Xmas box especially when the one sent, was so
smalt. Carleton is delighted with his fork. The cloth will make Marian a lovely summer
dress.

Are your nerves getting caimed down? What have you been doing to upset
yourself so? Better go a little easy,

Marian may get around to write her letter in the morning. She has been going
to do it since her birthday. Both children seem to have a little cold tonight so gave
them refreshments (castor oil) and put them to bed early.

Wilburn hasn't returned yet, guess his patient is making slow recovery.
Love from us all, Florence

74



notes 1920

2-25-20

met with Mr. Crandall and Rowe---William G. Crandall--long time advisor of the Bean
family on real estate and investments. He also was an auctioneer of high
repute in Cortland County. As a young man he worked on the W. J. Bean Farm.

Clark Rowe owner of the farm.  After selling to Florence and Wilburn moved to a small
farm at the end of Rickard Street in Cortland where he dealt in cattie He and
his wife, Cecile, remained good friends of Florence and Wilburn and friends of
the Truxton community.

3-31-20

Advanced Registry---the 7 day milk test for a cow was later shown to be unpredictable ,
of her true genetic ability and was later discontinued.

5-25-20

trap nested--like a box trap--when a hen went into a nest to lay her egg the nest door
shut--a specialized way of finding out how many eggs a hen laid over a period
of time--this method was labor intensive and was later discarded

8-28-20

Mr. and Mrs Sweetland-----Aunt Nellie Bean's parents lived in McLean

11-20-20

Florence’s birthday---November 9, 1891

isabelie’s--neighbors and dear friends--John and Isabelle Feeter

12-30-20

Marian's letter is enclosed with Florence’s in its original envelope as of this date
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2---postmarked Mar 1, 1921, Truxton, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Sunday P.M. Feb 27th

Dear Mother,
Guess you think we have fallen from the earth. Days do go by so fast and

leaving many things undone that were planned.

We are having a very mild day and as a result the snow has disappeared.
Another day as mild as this and there would be very little snow left. We have not had
enough any time this winter to stop autos. We have been very thankful for that as we
had not wished to buy a road horse this winter.

Marian and | went up to S.S. today and | had her class to teach as Isabelle was
not there. They are entertaining company today.

Friday night there was a social at the church. Had a very jolly time. Not a very
large crowd but iots of fun. | was on the refreshment committee so was over in the
afternoon and worked, t00. We served sandwiches, cake and coffee.

Thursday night was Grange night and we attended. Tuesday night we calied on
some neighbors across the river. So you see we have put in a rather strenuous week
for us. And Wilburn wants to start this one by going down to Walter's tonight.

Wilburn was out to an auction near Tully this week one day and bought him a
corn harvester. The one other big tool that he will have to have is a grain drill.  Am
afraid he won't be able to get a second hand one but will have to step out and buy a
new one.

Yes, we have sold our hay and had it pressed. The pressers were here a week
and as there were three of them and an extra man working for Witburn it took some
food to feed them, | can tell you. The oldest Reakes girl who is married to Leon Ward
helped me and he helped Wilburn. It made a very good arrangement and we got
along famously, even did a little sewing that week. | don't think | ever saw a man who
could eat as much as one of the pressers could.

Guess that | wrote that we had buzzed our wood and have a nice pile for the
year. Believe there was about forty cords.

Wilburn has had one and part the time two teams drawing lumber this week
from way up the North Road to Truxton. It brings in a little something and makes the
horses earn their board.

Our single man left last night, so we have to find another and break him in. We
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are hoping not to have to pay quite so much for help this summer as we had to last.
Oh yes, Dorothy Glann had her baby before Xmas and it was a girl, as usual.

It is too bad that Frank hasn't had work but guess there have been many
keeping him company.

The children seem to grow every day. Carleton is a mischief. Sister is learning
to sew and to write her letter and figures and she wipes dishes part of the time.

Am beginning to plan our garden and if we could have one half as good as the
seed catalouges picture think it would be pretty good. Am afraid my strawberries
won't amount to very much.  Don’t know about the rhasberries we got.  Our hens
haven't performed very well this winter but are doing a little better now.

Have several more letters | should do so must not make this longer and perhaps
I'll have ambition enough for them
Love from us all
Florence
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3---postmarked Apr. 4, 1921, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Crange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y. April 5th

Dear Mother,

This is just a beautiful day here, aimost too warm for this time of year. The
mercury must stand quite a bit above eighty. Washed three pairs of curtains this
morning and they were dry in less than an hour.  Am doing a little cleaning each day
and hope to make the rounds soon. Our hired man'’s wife decided that she and work
don’t agree so have no help at all now. Sent my washing out this week so that is
helping me a lot. Have you started the spring rehearsal yet? Do you go back to
N. Main for the summer?

Wilburn drove a team on the lumber wagon to Cortland today. We butchered
our two remaining pigs yesterday and he took those down and was going to get a disc
harrow that he purchased at an auction last week. He has bought a corn harvester
and a grain drill this spring also. Don't think there will be many more to get this year.

We are doing nothing very exciting, work mostly with a trip to Cortland put in
occasionally. Wilburn was down three days in succession last week. We went along
one day. We went with the Beatties to a dance in Cuyler last Wednesday eve. There
was such a crowd there that it was not much for dancing but most as good as county
fair for watching people.

Sunday, Marian and | attended church and S.S. and in the afternoon our
schedule seemed to be to entertain callers.  Mrs. Hilton, Mrs. Nettie Woodward and
Mrs. Stevens came just as we had finished dinner. They had only just been gone
about a half hour when the Gilberts and Sister Emma and family came.

Have put in some sweet peas this spring and am in hopes they will be nice. [t
will soon be time to be working in the garden. Want to get some lettuce, peas and
radishes in soon. The strawberry plants we put in last fall are n.g. | guess but the
berry bushes, | guess, are going to come along. Do hope some day we will have all
the small fruits we can use.  Hope to get a few trees set out this spring but it is rather
hard to get a man to stop and help.

Will get the notes from the bank when | go up and enclose them so you can
endorse. Have settled with Rowe for the year and the Avon Bank so guess these will
be the last for now. Tomorrow Wilburn and Waiter are going out to buy some more
cows. We must have more if we are to have enough income tc pay expenses. Cows
seem to be quite sure year in and year out.

The children are just fine and playing outdoors every minute these nice days.
Think they are as glad as | not to have bundle up every time they step outside. Much
love from us all, Wilburn and Florence {Marian prints)----- 00000 MARIAN BEAN POTTER
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4--postmarked Apr. 19, 1921, Truxdon, NY---written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W. D. Potter 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
April 18, 1921
Dear Mother:-
| guess you will be rather surprised to see my hand writing but if | had
written as many times as | had planned | would have written often but just seems as if
the time just flies and | let a good many of the thing go that, | should do. Our weather
has been fine so we've improved it.  Our work is well along altho we have sown no
grain we expect to within a day or two. We have over fifty acres plowed. All the
ground on top of the hill, ail of the corn ground next to the willows on the fiats and the
piece where we had cabbage as well as about twelve acres just north of the barn on
the flats so you see we are considerably better off than last year when at this time we
didn't have hardly any plowing done. We also have extra good help. The tenant man
is very steady and accomplishes a great deal. The other fellow who lives in the house
is a dandy clean cut fellow very exact in his ways and manner but | guess he is a good
example for the rest of us.

We are planning on growing about the same crops as last year, Corn 17 acres,
cabbage 7 acres, potatoes 6 acres, oats and peas 15 acres, oats 5 acres and 3to 5
acres of millet beside the hay. So | guess we’'ll have plenty to keep us out of mischief.
Tell Myrtle that I've bought two pounds of cabbage seed at twelve dollars a pound.

Our cows are doing about as well as could be expected but of course they will
do better then they go out to grass. Our milk market has been good. That is to say
our station has been open and doing business all the time so our milk checks have
come regularly at the Dairymen’s League price. The Pooling Plan of which you have
been interested in is to commence May 1st. | signed up the contract early fast winter
as | beiieved the principle to be correct. it is a mammoth undertaking but there is no
reason why the officials shouidn't swing it. 1'd rather chance the League Officials to
give the League member a fair deal than the distributors located in N.Y. City and
having no interest in the producing end of the game. Wae will have to have more cows
and make more mitk or we will come out the little end of the horn.

Our hens are laying between 36-40 eggs a day selling at 26 cents so they are
doing well as have only about fifty. Our garden is started having in peas and onion
sets are just showing green. | guess the berry bushes are all going to live. | sold
about forty ton of hay and had enough beside to winter my fifty head of cattle and
horses. We sold between five and six hundred bushel of potatoes at between 47 and
60 cents a bushel. The veterinary business has been good of late and it kind of keeps
us in pin money. Have several jobs that | should be doing.

You will probably be interested to know that we paid seven hundred on the
principle beside all the interest on all notes and farm proper. Most people say we are
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very fortunate to do even that much. Of course | have bought other things which | wilt
not have to have this year such as milking machine, manure spreader, mowing
machine etc. There was abut two thousand dollars worth of expense that { wilt not
have this come year. My labor expense is about $25.00 less than last year. So we are
anticipating a better year than fast. Even the price of milk is lower the price of grain is
from 1/3 to 1/2 of what it was last year and probably will be higher because of the
decreased acreage.

We have decided we must make more milk this summer and as many of our
cow will be dry and ready to freshen in the late summer and fall they naturally won't
milk long. So we've decided to turn them back on the hills and milk only good fresh
cows here at home. We can milk about forty-five on the pastures we have by feeding
green stuff as we did last year. So as you spoke last year about finances we have
decided to ask you if you cannot let us have $1200. | know what you think that we are
getting in pretty deep and all that but [ think that with the past year’'s experience we
will be in a much better position tc do the amount of business that is necessary to carry
on this sized place. We will give you the note and pay you the interest quarterly or
semi annually at the rate of six percent. We feel that we must do this so that we may
be able 1o pay back some of the other money we have borrowed from outsiders. Now
don't let this worry you a bit but think of it as a strictly business proposition in which we
both will benefit. Hope if you will let me have it that it will be forth coming soon as |
wish to get the cows to go on pasture about the first of May.

The children are both well. Florence did not feel well over Sunday, had a sore
throat and was off generally but seems alright again now. We have a girt helping for
this week and perhaps longer. That will help her get rested a bit.

Think { have written quite a letter for me but think {'ll be abie to stand it if you wil.
Better drop me a card by return mail if you can help us.
With Lot of Love
from ali the Truxton Potters
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5--postmarked May 17, 1921, Truxton, NY---written by Wilbum and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
May 15, 1921
Dear Mother -
| will start a letter now and finish it later. Florence has just returned from
church and Sunday School with Marian but Carleton and | staid at home. | gave
Carleton his dinner and then put him to bed. We are alone today as all our help is
scattered about the country some where.

This has been a busy week. Sunday we went to Homer to hear Mr. Taylor
preach his first sermon there. Then we went to Aunt Clara’s for dinner, then made a
stop at Aunt Carrie’s and Gilberts then home. Monday Florence washed and | was
away all day up above Cuyler on Veterinary work. Then Tuesday | was away again
as well as Wednesday. Then Thursday and the rest of the week we have fixed fence.
Yesterday Florence went to Cortland and did a number of errands as a new hat for
Carleton also coat, groceries for the week. She got sugar yesterday for seven cents.
She also got seed corn and mitlet, a new switch for the milking machine outfit and
veterinary supplies.

We finished sowing oats and peas and you better teli Myrtle that | put in those
two pounds of cabbage seed last Saturday. Tomorrow if the weather is pleasant will
start planting corn and keep at it until it is all in. Then the millet, potatoes and set the
cabbage and after that-- haying.

We have had cows out on grass about two weeks and now we are making over
900 pounds a day. That will make quite a good check.

(Florence writes) While Wilburn is getting ready to go to Cortland wilt add a few lines and
call this a letter. We had a freeze last night but we have nothing it could hurt but a few
garden peas and don't believe my sweet peas will harm.

Wilburn says when he receives the other check he will make out a note for the
whole and send it on.

How are you feeling now? Do hope much better and that your ear will come
out all o.k. You are having it treated are you not? Seems to me instead of an
operation on your throat this summer that you and Auntie better come on and spend
the summer here. Think this country air will do you both much good.

Love from alil,
Witburn and Florence
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6--postmarked June 30, 1921, Truxion, NY-—written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, Shelburmne Falis, Mass %G.H. Stone

9 P.M. Wed. Night
Dear Mother:-

Aitho it is nine o'clock | am going to write. Have just come in from out
doors. Every night now we drive the cows from that littie lot down by the river over into
the night pasture. You will remember last year that we didn't use that lot for anything
but this year I've put a fence around the upper side and thus the cows feed it down but
| don't dare to leave them in there over night for they probably would either break thru
my fence into the corn or go across the river into Mr. Bloomfield's corn.

After that | went down into the corn south of the house. Some of it is up to my
hips and some is not near as good. | can't understand what makes it so uneven. But
we have had a terrible dry time, the pasture land is dried to a brick and the hay land is
also dry but today we've had three showers the last being quite a down pour and it
surely did a pile of good. The cabbage look good standing up like majors. We have
between 4 and 5 acres set about the same as last year, but ] think we have many
more plants set.

We received our first check in the great milk pool that you have read and heard
so much about. As a rule | think most of the people are satisfied but of course there
are always a lot of knockers and kickers. Qur check was second from the top in size
for the month of May but at that it wasn't as large as we wished itto be.  But perhaps if
we can stand it and don't lose our determination some day we'll make some milk
(money?) | think. We made between S00-1000 Ibs a day during May and over 6000
more than a year ago. For June | think we make about 5000 more than last year.

Last week we had rather a busy week. Monday afternoon we left here for
Cortland. Had a flat tire before we got to Burgetts across the flats and after we got
across the tracks at Cortiand we had two flat ones before we got to North Church
Street. But we went with Dr. and Mrs. Moore (Dean Moore's son) to Ithaca in their car
to a dinner given in honor of Dr. Williams retirement from active service at Cornell.

Had a fine time got back to Cortland about 11:00 o'clock and finally started for home
and got just above the turn that goes to Walter's and another flat tire. Well we drove
the thing in the yard and walked to Walter's and drove his Ford home. Got here about
2:30. That night | went to bed early. Wed. night we were down to Walter's and didn't
get home until Late. Thursday night was Grange night and McGraw Grange put on
the 1st and 2nd degrees. Over 200 people were there. Then Friday night we went
down to Ward Woodward's to Lorings Aid picnic supper. Guess that all for that week.
Forgot to say that the Saturday before and Sunday of course Robert and Helen were
here. Suppose of course you have seen and visited with them before now. Hope
Heien is well.

Monday we went to Cortland. Saw Miss Day on the street. She inquired for
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you. See Mr. Hazzard nearly every time we are down. Wonder if you knew Donald
Hazzard has another baby. Iva Waterman Bennett and family were here Sunday also
the Dickinson and Wadsworth families from the Gulf.

Our broilers are ready to go. Have around fifty that will probably go. The clock
has just struck ten so think we better call it quit for tonight.

We are enclosing the note and it sure has done us a pile of good for a little
money to those you owe, keeps them happy.
Will close with Lots of Love
from all the Truxton Potters
Wilburn
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7--postmarked July 28, 1921, Canastota & Elmira R.P.Q.---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

Truxton, N.Y.
July 28, 1921
Dear Mother,
If some one doesn't get busy soon you won't ever get a letter for your birthday.
Gifts are going rather slim this year. Have not had breakfast yet aitho it must be 6:30.
It is so warm and “muggy” this a.m. and after a very strenuous day of haying yesterday
it was hard for every one to get up.

Haying is coming along very well. It seems rather slow but guess we will finish
up in a week or so. It was around 100 acres we had to do this year.

Yesterday the Slaters and PerLees called on us. They were coming thru from
Morrisville. The PerLees had been over there for a week, and the week before that
Grace had been over and spent a week and left the babies at home. One of them
walks now and Mrs. PerLee said they were coming along pretty well now.

This next Saturday we are planning a trip to Earlville, taking Isabelie and her
husband and a friend of Isabelle’s. We have planned it for a year and it is just
materializing. Do hope it doesn’t rain and spoil all our plans--altho we are beginning
to need rain again.

The milk question is gradually working out | guess. Just have to have faith and
give it time. The League is getting organized.

Work is going along in the house very well, we both manage to keep busy. Am
canning beans this week. Then | have had to drive in haying quite a bit.

The church is planning a Centennial celebration the last of August and we are
to put on a little play for one thing. They pulled me into that so there is practise 3 and
4 times a week.

Last week Ivah and | entertained at a shower for Edith Woodward. We had
about eighteen there and served ice cream, cakes, and grape juice.

Breakfast is ready so must stop and Wilburn has to go to Truxton afterwards so

this will go out on the moring mail.
Best birthday wishes and much iove from alil.
Wilburn, Florence and the children
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8-postmarked Aug 24, 1921, Truxton, NY---written by Wilburn and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Sunday Noon
Dear Mother:-
Florence and Marian have gone to church and | have just put Carleton to
bed. As | am quite wide awake | think | will start a letter to you. | have planned to
write several times but haven't brought myself to it before.

We cleaned up the haying and harvesting yesterday so now the next big job is
silo filling which will be early this year. | will have more than twice as much corn as |
had last year. We have more hay than we had last year. Of course we can't tell
about the potatoes and cabbage but now they are looking fine and apparently the
price this year will be very satisfactory. Potatoes are selling on the Syracuse market
at around $2.00 a bushel and | heard that early cabbage were bringing $40.00 a ton.
| have so much corn that | will not be able to get near all of it in the silo but | cannot buy
another now.

My tenant man man quit rather unexpectedly a week ago last night so since
then Floyd and | have been working along very nicely alone. George went back west
to work a farm on shares. | put an ad in the paper and had had several answers but
have not hired a man as yet.

Florence writes- This was started a week and a halif ago. So guess he won't finish it so
will add a line and send it along.

My Aunt was with us most of last week and the Gilberts also were up for today.
Attended Home Bureau on Thurs. p.m. and practised in between times. Uncle
Wendell, Frances and Vance came out Saturday p.m. and staid untii Monday p.m.
Sunday we went to Watkins Gien. Had a lovely trip but a hurried one. Have done a
big washing today. My girl goes to the Fair tomorrow. Don’t know whether we go
any or not.  Our church Centennial is on this weekend and that means a lot of work for
every one.

Wilburn has gone up on Seacord hill to fix fence today and to the mill to get
sawdust. We now have a new tenant man and a different single man.

Must kill a few more flies then take a snooze before starting ironing.
Love from all
Wilburn, Florence and the children

Aug. 23, 1921
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9--postmarked Sept 21, 1921, Truxton, NY---written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Pofter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Sept. 20, 1921
Dear Mother:-

If you had received a letter every time | thot | would get to writing you sure
would have been busy reading letters. Florence and | have spoken so many times
about getting to see you people but seems as if some thing would come up and would
set it aside but when Uncle Wendell was here we had just about planned to come
before Vance started in Schoot.  But upon their arrival home they found the “Hospital”
over flowing so that just put everything out of their minds for a while.

Now we have filled silo and had so much corn left that we have decided to put
up another so now we are busy with that and there will be no let up until after the
potatoes are out of the ground and that won't be before the last of the coming month.
So to be sure you better come this way.

We have had no frost yet which seems rather remarkable. The piece of corn
south of the house where we had cabbage is nearly ready to husk so 1'l pick part of it
and put the rest in the silo. Then we’'ll dig the potatoes. They are selling for $1.00 a
bushel now, think I'lf have nearly a thousand bushel but maybe not. Our cabbage are
only fair but the price is $25.00 a ton now and estimates that it will go higher so maybe
we'll get more than if we had a big yield.

Think | will close for tonight.  Marian started in school a week ago yesterday
and is very excited over it. We can't hardly keep her reading book away from her.
Fay White and his bride visited us last week and we went o the State Fair on
Wednesday.

Must close with Lots of Love from ail.
Witburn
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10--postmarked Dec. ?, 1921, Truxton, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 176 ? 3. Main St, Orange, Mass

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother,
Just a few lines while | am waiting for Wilburn to come back from getting the
“hired girl”. It is not to be Grace this week but her sister. Grace seems io be the one
they depend on at home and as some of the family are sick they want her home.

The wind is blowing a gale. Last night we had a regular tornado in this section.
Took the tin roof off from Westcotts store and several chimneys down etc. But we have
managed to get to Homer and back today. Were over to Taylors to dinner. Had
decided to get there in time for church but had a flat tire so sat in the garage instead of
church. Edith Woodward White and he husband were also there for dinner.

Mother Emma came up this last Monday night and staid until Wednesday. We
made over my serge dress so it looks up to date again.  Also celebrated Marian's
birthday. She brought her a doll with hair and eyes that open and shut and all
dressed. She was some delighted child. Carleton loves it all most as she | think.
Wednesday we went down to our Loring Circle meeting at Ward Woodward's then on
down town and shopped.

Wilburn was down town to an auction again Thursday, and another near Taylor
on Friday. Bought five more heifers.

It is now Wednesday a.m. and if | get this off with the post man will have to
hustle.

Monday night Howard walked in and surprised us. As he had to go back to
Cortland yesterday we went down and tried to finish our Xmas shopping. It was a
lovely day but today we are having a regular blizzard.

My sister from Penn. gets into Cortland this a.m. and expect her up tonight.
Wilburn is driving a team to E. Homer this a.m. to get a new horse.

Am sending a little package that | hope will reach you in time for Xmas.
Love and best wishes for a happy Christmas for you all from us all.
Wilburn, Florence and
the Children
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notes 1921

3-1-21

hay pressers--to bale or “press” hay in the barn. The men pitched the loose hay from
hay mow into the hay presser. Wires were hooked around the bale in the press.

oldest Reakes girl---Helen Reakes Ward-- wife of Leon Ward---Their children are
Gordon Ward and Doris Ward Young (Donald).

5-17-21

went over to Aunt Clara’s for dinner---Aunt Clara Harmon Woodward--sister of our
grandmother, Annie Harmon Bean

Aunt Carrie’s--Carrie Harmon Allport, a cousin of Aunt Clara’s---always known to us as
Aunt Carrie

7-28-21

Canastota & Elmira R.P.O.---railway post office--on the Lehigh Valley train

Grandma Potter’s birthday---July 29, 1870

8-24-21

fix fence on Seacord Hill--below Cheningo--Wilburn pastured heifers and dry cows on
land away from the farm.

9-21-21

“Hospital”---Aunt Anna---Uncle Wendell's wife operated a nursing and rest home in
Herkimer.

12-7-21

sister from Penn----Fiorence had only one sister--Emma Bean Hazzard--why she was
in Penn??
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1--- Postmarked Jan 2, 1922, Truxton, NY----written by Florence to
Mrs Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, N.Y.
Jan. 1, 1922
Dear Mother.

Had tho't | would surely write before this but have sort of played lazy this
week and recuperated from Christmas. Marian was sick the day we went down for our
Xmas tree and so did not have quite the hilarious time she had planned. 1 did not let
her go back to school until Thursday, but think that she feels good again now.

Carleton hasn't felt real fine for couple of days but they both have gone to barn
and out doors tonight so guess he is all right. We are having real winter weather with
the terrible winds and temperature low. One doesn't forget the fire for long now.
Wilburn was in Cortland yesterday and took our batteries (rented ones) down and we
are putting our car up for a tune.

Christmas went off with a whiz on a Monday for us. Everyone received so many
things. The children got books and books, a train of cars, sweater, stockings, top,
puzzles, toys for Carleton. Marian three dolis, two dresses, 3 boxes of children's
writing paper, pencil box etc, besides all the nice things you sent. it seems to me that
was a pretty big box. We all send many, many thanks to you and Auntie. | had a new
house dress, 2 aprons, handmade h’d’ks, writing paper, cap, mittens, some sauce
dishes, an aluminum set of five pieces, materiat for inside draperies for the fining room,
a bath mat, a percolator; Wilburn-- shirts, socks, ties, cuff buttons and money.

Last Sunday, Xmas day, was rather a queer one for us. Mr. Moon came up and
wanted me to phone the Dr. to come right up and wondered if | would come up until
he came. So | ate my breakfast and went right up and found things a little farther
along than | had supposed and | was alone with her when the baby came. The Dr.
came very soon, however, but until then | don't think | breathed quite straight. Then |
helped the Dr. wash up the baby, then | dressed it and then we cleaned her up and the
bedding and staid until aimost two. Came home and finished getting dinner and ate
and put the family to bed, then went back up and staid until aimost seven while he was
off getting a woman.

When | came home Wilburn and | both said it hadn't seemed like Sunday or
Xmas day or “anything”. So after Monday too | was some weary when it came Tues.

| think the coat you sent will make a very nice coat for Marian. Lunch is over
and the children in bed so guess | shall have to cal! this enough for now.

Love from us all to you both
Florence Wilburn and the Children
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2--Postmarked Feb 1, 1922, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Jan 31, 1922

Dear Mother -
Some class to my stationery, don't you think! It is something new so thought |
would use it to show it off.

This is a beautiful day. in fact we have been having several like it. Quite cold
but still not 20 to 30 below zero. That is how the temperature ran for several mornings
last week. This is when one longs for the sunny south. Should think you and Auntie
should go south another winter.

Business seems to be going right along here. Have not finished filling the ice
house yet but hope to do so this week. They have built a shute for the new silo this
week and begun feeding from it tonight. Alfred is not with us any more but have a
young chap now. He seems very good and very willing and nice to have around.

Isabelle and John have a son who will be two weeks old this Thurs. She is in
the hospital but hopes to come home Thursday. Had hoped to go down to see her but
guess | shall have to wait til she comes home. They call it John Jr. She has gotten
along splendidly.

Walter and Ivah and children drove up in a cutter this morning and staid for
dinner. Last week Wednesday Wilburn went to a big auction over in Little York Valiey
an bought an electric washing machine. it is in good shape and surely did our wishing
up in a hurry yesterday. It is an Easy. We are both very much delighted with it.

We have all had colds again. But guess we shall be all ok if the winter doesn't
hold on too tong, suppose we shall know on Feb 2nd! Have you all kept well?

Wonder if you wilt be surprised to know that there will be another in the family to
be Grandma to in the spring? Can hardly wait for the months to go by and the time
to get here. Every thing seems to be progressing very nicely.

The children did not have naps so must get their supper and have them off to
bed early.
Love from us all
Wilburn, Florence and the children
Marian is not in school now and am very glad during this cold weather.
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3--Postmarked Feb 28, 1922, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn and Fiorence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Feb 26, 1922

Dear Mother:-

Altho it is after eight will start a letter and then | will surely finish it. | have
been going to start one so many times. | just don't bring myself to it to write anything
except short business letters. How do you like my stationery. It only cost about the
same as other paper and | think it is much neater and makes one feel a little more
business like.

It has been a most beautiful day. We didn't get up until half past five and thus
didn't get into breakfast until about nine. Of course we do all the chores before
breakfast Sunday. Then we went of church and Sunday School. After dinner | had a
nap, fixed the Delco engine, chores and supper. Marian went to bed before | came in
from the barn as she had no nap today but Carleton stayed up until nearly eight. The
sun has been so warm for the past few days that most of the snow is gone but ice
remains. We drove the buggy for the first today. The car stands down in the barn
where it has stood since we came from the Xmas tree at Gilberts. It is waiting for a
new radiator and battery and a few incidental that are always need around a car.
Think we will not drive Mr. Dodge as much this year if the price of everything we have
to sell keeps going downward.

We have been busy of late getting the ice, drawing sawdust and cutting wood.
Of course the everlasting chores have to be attended to first. Our cows have done
very well this winter, much better than last for the number we milked. Think if we could
get to full capacity we would do quite well but as one of the neighbors say “You've got
to creep before you can walk” (The Delco has just stopped) Couldn't you hear it Puff,
Puff, Puffing? Oh yes we've got the top on the silo and sold over twenty tons of hay to
neighbors and friends. Have some more to sell but shall wait until after April | think.
Our tenant man, Moon, moves to Mr. Bioomfield's tomorrow. 1've another coming but
haven't heard anything since he agreed to come. We have a young man in the house
with us. Lucy, our girl, says she will not work any longer so went home yesterday.
Your letters and papers are very interesting and Marian and Carleton have heard quite
a bit of “Tumbleheels’. The milk Pool is a great thing but its hard to give the non-
pooler a free ride and let them get a higher price. Your letter and check came toward
the middle of the week. We will attend to it soon.

Must close with Love from all to you,
Wilburn

Florence writes--Dear Mother, You asked what | needed for the baby. Well, | don't know
as there is anything | actually need. Have all the dresses and petticoats necessary
and a very good supply of blankets. And those are the actually necessary thing for a
tiny thing. Could use a little bonnet or something for the carriage so a pillow cover or
a little afghan or something of that sort. Please don't do much as you have enough to

93



do without extras and keep yourself well. | have so many things on hand that | have
not had to make a great lot of new. Diapers and nighties and one dress is about the
limit. | always save my energies for the short ciothes so they have to come so soon.

We have quite a bit of snow again today (Monday). Had a big washing but the
machine did not object to it. If you go to Holycke give them our regards and hope you
have a fine time ‘

Florence

Virginia, George and Ruth Hazzard
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Y4--Postmarked April 1, 1922, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs Marion E. Potter 145 S. main St, Orange, Mass

Friday morning

Dear Mother,

Had tho't Wilburn would find time to write a line before now but he hasn’t
seemed to do so. If you will excuse pencil and the scrawl | shall make by lying flat in
bed as | write will send a few lines.

Am feeling very good this morning as my after pains are done for, | guess, and
my milk is here. Baby is so good. | am at home and have a very good practical nurse
who takes spiendid care of us. The children are down to Cortland for a few days but
expect they will come home Sunday. | like my new girl very much as she is more
capable than Lucy ever tho't of being.

The baby weighed 7 |bs and is such a nice baby. Has quite a lot of very dark
brown hair and of course biue eyes. His head ! think is going to be like Wilburn's altho
he has very small ears. His hands are good sized. The children think he is just fine.

The men have been busy trying to get the wood buzzed but the engine hasn't
worked well so it hasn't gone very fast. We shall have a nice pile of wood when we
get it done. Today Wilburn is going out inspecting dairies.

Nurse says | must have an enema before the Dr. comes so can't write more
now. The Dr. hasn't been here since the baby came so he can't think | am very bad
off.

Hope you and Auntie are all well.

Love from us all
Fiorence -
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&--Postmarked Apr. 3, 1922, Canastota and Elmira R.P.O--written by Wilburn to
Marion E. Potter, 145 S, Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. April 3, 1922

Dear Mother -

! had planned to write a few lines yesterday but the day passed rapidly
and didn't get it done. We had a very bad week last week for outdoor work but | did
very well inspecting dairies at Cuyler. Have inspected over 300 cows so far and have
about as many more to do. | get 12 1/2cents each so it runs into money fast. The
milk business is in a muddie and probably will be as long s there is so great a surplus.
Sheffields are not taking our milk so it goes to DeRuyter by truck. Don't know how
fong it will continue. They claim 90 cans went from Truxton, 135 from East Homer,
200 from Homer to Cortland etc. I'm just ready to start for Cuyler.

Florence and baby are doing fine. Don't believe the baby has lost anything this
week. Marian has been having trouble with her ear. She and C. are at Cortland yet.
Wished to get them yesterday but on account of Marian tho't better to leave them there.

We are enclosing the Muller note for your endorsement.  Also | am enclosing
your personal note for the money you lent me. | am making it $500. Thus wishing
you to send me a check for $100. So many extras at this time have made us very
short.

Hastily with Love to from all
Wilburn
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6--Postmarked Apr 21, 1922-Truxton, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 124 S. Main St, Crange, Mass

Truxton, NY
April 20 1922

Dear Mother,

As long as it is so stormy | can't get out, will take time to do a littie writing. A
regular blizzard is raging outside and it makes one think it is the beginning of winter
instead of spring. We have a big pile of wood at the back door so guess that we will
not freeze but may next winter if we use it now.

There isn't much excitement just now with us. | am feeling very good and
stronger every day. The baby is good most of the time. Of course he must exercise
his lungs some. Have had to give him & bottle in part all ready and he will have it
entirely very soon.

Have had quite a variety of hired help in the house in the last month. The girl |
had after Lucy left staid until the Sunday before the baby was two weeks old. Got
another that came that night and staid a week and now | have the girl back who was
with me all last summer. She seems very glad to be here and after my changes am
glad to have her.

Wilburn has been doing quite a lot of inspection work. The hired men have
been plowing and harrowing. The milk problem is a serious one now. For a time our
milk was going to DeRuyter but now it goes to the upper station here in Truxton.

Our family has had to face another terrible grief since last we wrote. Uncle Gib,
as the children called him--Mother Emma’s brother--has been taken from us. It was a
terrible shock to us all. The children were down there until Friday before he died on
Sunday. It was pneumonia.

Carteton has just gotten up and wants to be dressed so guess this is enough for
now. We are enclosing a note to be signed on the back.

Are you and Auntie feeling pretty good now? Hope you are not having the
colds every one around her are having. The children received their Easter cards and
were much pleased.

Love from us all
Florence
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7---Postmarked May 8, 1922, Truxton, NY---written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Crange, Mass

Saturday A.M.
Dear Mother,

While the baby is deciding whether to go to sieep or not will start a letter
and then perhaps it will get finished sometime. He usually sleeps all the morning but
he is trying out a different pian this day. Guess he is beginning to gain at last. He is
very good most of the time, of course, he must exercise his lungs some. He sleeps
fine at night anyway. Put him to bed at eight last night and he didn’t waken until three
this a.m.

We are getting some lovely weather this week. Had a nice warm rain couple
nights ago which made everything jump. Haven't our oats in yet but the ground is all
ready for them. Potatoes are not in yet either. Milk situation is still very bad and
likely to be for some time yet.

Have you gotten any seeds in yet? How is Auntie feeling this spring? Wish
she were feeling spry enough so you both would come to make us a little visit. Have
you finished house cleaning?

Have a big pan of greens waiting to be looked over for dinner. Had a batch the
first of the week and they do taste good.

Wilburn received Auntie's package all OK and your letter. Don’'t know whether
he will ever get around to write his own thanks. He is more than busy with work at
home and doing some inspection work too.

The children are fine. They are out of doors most of the time and growing tike
weeds. Carleton has been most too full for anything lately and gets off some great
remarks. Marian is getting along so fast in school altho she just goes half a day.

We were down to Walter’s for dinner last Sunday--baby's first trip out.
Tomorrow, if it is pleasant we are going over to Frank’s. Wonder if you know that both
Mr. and Mrs. PerLee have been very sick with pneumonia this spring?

Must get busy or won't have greens for dinner or the baby’'s washing down. He
has gone to sleep.
Love from us ail
Florence and Wilburn
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8--Postmarked June 22, 1922, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E Potter , 145 N. (?) Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY
June 20, 1922

Dear Mother,

This is a decidedly warm afternoon. At least | found it so scrubbing the kitchen
floor. This morning | was up in the cabbage field, driving on the setter. Intended to go
back again this pm but Margaret was sick so had to stay here. Baby doesn't need
mugch attention but someone just has to be around. Marian has a little gir in playing
with her this afternoon and Carleton is still napping. He received his birthday suit all
OK and it fits him very well. That morning he had falien thru the hay chute on to the
cement floor below so he had a bandage on his head and was feeiing pretty miserable
but we tried the suit on and had his picture taken in it and it all helped us forget.
Marian's parasol came and needless to say she was very much pleased. Carleton
has his hair cut man fashion now. it changes his looks so much. School was out last
Friday with a picnic.

Yes we were hit pretty badly with the rain and flood. All our corn was under
water aimost two days and some spots are still under so that half will have to be
replanted and the rest will be stunted | am afraid.

Cortland was hit something terrible with the wind. Great trees, hundreds of
them were uprooted or broken off. Telephone and light poles and wires down and for
a day some streets were impassable. One house was flattened out like a pancake but
the five people in it escaped with a few broken bones. Only one person was killed.

He was on a milk cart and struck by a falling tree. it ali happened in about five
minutes at about seven Sunday morning (June 11). If it had been a week day no
doubt there would have been more loss of life.

A great number of those beautiful old elms on Church Street are down and all of
them damaged in varying degrees. Homer Ave and Madison were about the worst hit
ailtho all the streets in that section were badly damaged.

Wiltburn has just come in and is ready to go up beyond DeRuyter to inspect a
dairy so will close and let him take this along.
Love from us all
Wilburn and Florence



9--Postmarked Aug 5,1922, Truxton, NY--writteén by Wilburn and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. July 27, 1922
Dear Mother:-
I believe you have a birthday shortly and | am going to send a few lines to

help you celebrate the day. | thought when | received your last letter that | would
answer it immediately and surprise you but just didn't

The children are all in bed and quiet now but Marian and Carleton have been
jumping up and down in bed. They are so full they can't hold it all. Today has been a
strenuous day for all the family. Arose at the usual time and did chores, Florence got
the children dressed and breakfast ready (she has no girl now) then after breakfast
she drove the horse fork and we unloaded two loads of hay then put on one and
unloaded it. Then | changed my clothes and went to Syracuse to a meeting of the
State Veterinary Association.  Arrived safely home at about six.

Marian is growing so fast that you would hardly realize her now. She has
driven for loading the hay a good bit this summer. It will take us part of next week to
finish our haying here at home. Then | have taken another to do. Then we have
twenty five acres of grain to harvest so | guess we’'ll have plenty to do. We will have
practically the same amount of hay we had last year and all our oats will be extra.

It is now 10:00a.m.

Florence writes----Well it is now 6:00 a.m. Aug 5--some lapse in time. Guess if you are
ever to get this | shall have to finish it. Wilburn has been busy keeping the help busy
all week. We had an extra man now so as to boost the haying right along. And the
weather has been such we couldn’t do a thing about it. Have done some hoeing
instead.

| have been alone two weeks and a half but have another girl now for a month.
Couldn't have done it that long if baby were not so good. He hardly cries from
morning to night. When he was four months old he weighed 12 Ibs which iacks only a
few ozs of being as much as Marian weighed when she was 6 mos. Marian has been
such a help this summer both indoors and out. She has been promised a ticket to
Junior Chautauqua which comes thru next week. Carleton has been down with his
grandmother this week and we have been lost without him.  He is such a chatterbox.

We are expecting to go to Trumansburg tomorrow. It will be the first time since

last Thanksgiving. Don’t know whether you knew of the fire the town over there had. It
cleaned out a block in the center and the Pierce-Hazzard Pharmacy were cleaned out.
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The insurance man called it a total loss but they did manage to salvage quite a bit and
had a fire sale from which they realize quite & bit.

Vance called on us a few minutes one afterncon recently. He was on his way
home from Montour Falls where he had been to take a look at Cook Academy. He
thought he might like to go there. Guess he hardly knows what he does want to do.

Must get busy and help with the breakfast and sew a little as | want to clean up
my pile on the machine today.
Love from us all
Love from us all

XXXXXX O000000
love form Marian
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13-- Post marked December 22, 1922, Truxton, NY--written by Florence
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Thursday Evening, 9 o'clock
Dear Mother,

Well the dishes are done and children abed and breakfast partly ready so
guess | had better scribble a few iines or you won't get it by Christmas. Have put off
writing as | tho't | would be able to say “| am sending a package by this mail also”.
But at the rate things are moving guess it won't be.

The children and | went down to Cortland last week Friday Night on the train
and came back Sat. P.M. with Wilburn in the car. Took the children down street in the
a.m, then went down by myself in P.M. and did my first Xmas shopping. Had tho't |
would be down again before now.

Gaylen has been feeling pretty much off this week and today went up to see his
Dr. at DeRuyter. He phoned back that he wouldn't be back probably until after Xmas
as the Dr. said he must rest. 1'd say it was a fine time to be resting.

Wiilburn has been away part of the day on Vet. work, Lester doing chores.
Marian at school half day. Carleton managed to give himself quite a cut in his
forehead while sliding down hill this P.M.  Baby is top notch.

Have been having lots of snow and zero weather but much milder today.
Wilburn drove a horse and cutter today and said it was well he did as it would have
been impossible to have gotten thru with a car.  Only two cars have been down and
back by here today.

We read in the paper that the Hollisters daughter, Mrs. Hart is home from Maine.

Itis now Friday a.m. Breakfast is done and much writing to be done, so will say
Merry Christmas for all of us and send this along. Had hoped Wilburn wouid be able
to add a line but guess he won't.  Where do you take your Christmas dinner? We go
down to Waiter's. The children are getting very anxious for Santa Claus and the
Christmas tree.

Marian speaks up at the church tonight. Carleton was to have done one but
don'’t think he would look very well with a bandage around his head.

Love and good wishes to you al!
Wilburn, Florence and the children
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1--Postmarked Jan 6, 1923, Cortland, NY--written by Wilburn to his mother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St. Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Jan 5, 1923

Dear Mother:-

it is after nine but | must write to you tonight or that Muller note will be
very late in getting back. |'ve been putting it off for severa! days so now | have to
hustle. | also have been going to write for so long but just keep putting it off.

We have had a real winter all the way thru and now it is a cold slippery time,
extra good siedding. We have been getting some enrichment on the hill and when
that is done we’'ll start for the woods. Think we have weod enough cut to last thru this
winter. We are just about to finish the pile that was at the back door.

Galen and Lester are still here and the present excitement is that Gaien went
home sick just before Xmas and staid nearly two weeks and while there got married to
the Knapp girl. | think you saw her. He has only known her a couple of months and
only once a week at that. Last Saturday night they had a kitchen shower for them over
above DeRuyter and we drove over. Got home a littie before two o'clock. Had a good
time and played some of the fine tricks on them that they like in those times. Such as
confetti, popcorn in the bed and sewing up their night gowns.

Thursday night we went to Grange and we both have offices this year. Played
cards with the Beatties after Grange. Tuesday night we went over to the Garners with
six others to supper and cards afterwards. Then last night down to Schells for the
evening and to Cortland tomorrow.

Have a barn full of cows now but not making much milk as so many are dry--
about six hundred pounds a day now but will make much more after Feb. and thru to
July | shouid make a lot of it. We still have the pigs. They have grown like weeds

We seem to be about as usual, the children are generally well. Baby had a sick
spell the other day and Carleton one tonight.

It is now 9:30 and are about ready to start for Cortland. Carleton is feeling better
and is going to take the cold trip. It is snowing and blowing now. Galen is getting
ready for DeRuyter and Lester is the only one of the men on the job. Florence is just
ready to give the baby a bath. Wrote the Athot Machine Co. about the part for the vice.

Must close with lots of Love from ail.
Wilburn
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4--Postmarked March 26, 1923, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn 1o his mother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main S, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Mar. 20, 1923

Dear Mother:-

it is just past eight and Florence is upstairs putting the chiidren to bed
and making the bed for Roy. Time flies so fast that | hardly know where | left off. |
think that Neil Parker visited us the same time that Helen wrote that letter to you. He
had been to the Ayrshire Breeders convention and also to see about plants for his
gardening and poultry business. They are planning to put up buildings and keep
about 3000 iaying hens. So he came here on the seven o'clock and staid until the
next day.

We have a new tenant man by the name of VanDee. They were married this
last spring but they already have a grown married daughter, two sons and three
younger children. A boy Andrew, 13 yrs. old, helps with the chores and draws the
milk. So that works in rather fine. Roy Cuykendali came to work the first of March.

He is eighteen and dead in love, a Seven Day fellow but not so erratic as some of the
others we have had. He is a good fellow and we are very fortunate in having plenty of
help. For nearly all the neighbors are short. this year and offering war time wages.
The VanDees have lived together for twenty years but have just been married. They
have three children in school.

Since | wrote last we have all had the epidemic. Before L.ester went, he and |
were sick at the same time and it was a lot of chores for two sick men te do to take care
of seventy head of cattle and horses. Then Florence had to have it and was all played
out and we finally hired a girl for two weeks. The children have all had their siege but
are all happy now.

This last week the Little Fellow has had a few sniffles but has felt fine yesterday
and today. He will soon be a year old and has no accomplishments, no teeth, doesn’t
creep, but is just beginning to say a few things but | guess the others say enough to
make up for him. He waves his hands for Bye,Bye and smiles and smiles besides
jabbering to himseif.

Marian has been to school practically every school day this year. She goes
only mornings as yet but we cannot see but that she get along as rapidly as many that
go ali day. She can read very readily almost anything you can give her and is very
good in figures. Guess she writes as good as her father. Carleton is too full to control
himself.

Have been having doing quite a lot of Vet work lately. Saturday went three
112






5 -Postmarked April 25, 1923, East Homer, NY--written by Wilburn to his mother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. April 25, 1923

Dear Mother:-

| was sorry to hear that Auntie is sick but hope that she is better by now.
Don't you work toc hard taking care of her; better have someone help you if necessary.
Arlan has certainly made progress by leaps and bounds in his musical career.

Baby creeps all over the floor now and pulls himself up to nearly everything he
comes to. He has one tooth thru and another is beginning to show. The other
children seem to be about as usual. Carleton is very busy out of doors. The men have
been working on that piece of ground below the barn and he has to keep track of that.

A week ago Friday | was to Moravia and didn’t come back until Monday P.M. |
was inspecting dairies for the Standard Dairy Co. Made about $55.00 and my
expenses. Now | am doing 19 dairies for the Evans Dairy Co at East Homer. We have
killed three of those pigs that were so cunning last fall and two go Friday so that leaves
me five. Don't know when they will go but probably not until later in May or June

| have received both of your letters and | surely appreciated both. We are trying
to play the game better this year and hope the price for produce and milk will continue
higher than last year.

By my book | see that the Muller note is due again so | am enclosing it hoping to
get it back Monday.

Must close now hoping you are as well as usual and that Auntie is much
improved.
With Love from alil to you
Wilburn
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8- Post marked July 5, 1923, Truxton, NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Pofter 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W.H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE

Truxton, N.Y. July 5, 1923
Dear Mother -
it is a beautiful morning after the fourth and we shall be haying for fair from now
on. My hay is the best I've had since I've been here. We will finish setting cabbage
this morning. Wrote to Vance to come and help us but haven't heard from him as yet.

Help is scarce and wages are high. Have a man and two boys working now. We
went to Albert’s at Homer yesterday. Had a good gathering.

Florence and | went to Syracuse a week ago Monday and | took the
Examination for Tuberculin testing for accredited Herd work. Haven't heard from it as
yet but | think | obtained a fair mark.

We have a good garden this year. Tomatoes three inches across and sweet
corn above my knees. Sweet peas in blossom and other things in proportion.

The Muller note is due so | am enclosing for your signature.

With Love
Wilburn
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10- Post marked Oct. 5, 1923, Truxton, NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W.H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE

Truxton, N.Y. Oct. 4, 1923

Dear Mother -
I have been putting off as usual the writing of this letter. But to tell the truth have

been a little more than busy. My single man left me and | told the married man that he
could go Oct. 1 so I've had everything my own way, milking thirty five cows by hand
twice a day. I've had a man by the day for a couple of days and last night | hired a
married man for the winter. He comes Friday. Think I'lf do more Vet work and less
farm work this winter. Adrian Mills has taken a job as veterinarian-inspector for
Bordens. He also has a daughter. Sold the last of my puppies yesterday. One of
those pigs that you saw last year has a litter and | have three more yet to have pigs.

I am enclosing the note and Mr. Muller said the other day that he wished a
substantial reduction so we'll have to so something on the next. Must close for now
and keep busy. The children are all well and ! think Carleton much improved. He's
more wide awake and doesn't hack any more.

With Love
Wilburn
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12-- Post marked Oct. 26, 1923, Truxton, NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W.H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
Truxton, N.Y. Oct. 26, 1923
Dear Mother -

The time flies so fast | can’t keep up with it. It's nearer the 29th than | expected
and so now | will be a little late. Your letter came and contents noted. Am so glad we
could satisfty Mr. Muller. Don’t know how long he will let the other one run but said he
would not take it up yet. But guess he had some time financing his business and
others.

Ethel Woodward is here to heip Florence with a little dressmaking today and
tomorrow. Have to run a tuberculin test soon and am to help Dr. Moore today. This is
a rather short letter but you will see we are still busy. Carleton had a bad fall the other
day and cut a bad scalp wound about three inches long in his head. Dr. Padgett took
four stitches in his head but now it is healing fine. Just had a telephone to see a cow
probably sick with milk fever so must hustle.

With Love from all
Wilburn
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14--- Post marked Dec 31, 1923, Truxton, NY-- written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY
Dec 30th
Dear Mother and Auntie,

This evening seems to be my time for writing thank you letters and guess there
is one due you folks. It seems to me it was a pretty fat Christmas box you sent to
Truxton. Neediess to say we were all very much pleased with everything and shall
enjoy them all. | think Marian is planning to write a letter of her own soon. She has
had company and been to church twice today so she hasn't had much time.

The little box we intended sending you did not get finished before Christmas. |
wanted to send a sample of the mince meat | made and did not finish that until
Monday. Wilburn did not butcher until so late the week before could not make it any
sooner. Gave away several quarts for Xmas. Also a number of boxes of home made
candy.

We did quite a lot for the children but the grownups suffered. We located a
secondhand tricycle and a bicycle and a new kiddie car so guess we shall have some
riding done. Carleton can hardly leave his tricycle alone iong enough to eat. Just
now they are very much pleased about the snow. [t has been coming down fast all
afternoon and evening. If it keeps up it will spoil autoing for us folks in the country.

We had our Christmas at Frank’s this year. Emma and Edmund were unable to
be there as George Wm was ill. Came near having pneumonia but is on the gain now
but must rest and be quiet the Dr. says.

Hope you people will not get colds or grippe, there seems to be quite a bit
around here. It is after nine so must retire or | want feel like working tomorrow.
Perhaps Wilburn will want to add a line.

Love,
Florence

——— —-—

Wilburn did “add a line". His letter in the same envelope follows
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notes 1923

1-6-23

enrichment---manure

2-5-23

Miss Linda Puffer--Avon, NY--Markham and Puffer farm where Wilburn and Florence
managed 1918-1920--liiftime friend of Florence and Wilburn

Seven Day---members Seventh Day Baptist Church--Galen also--worked well for the
farm--they went to church on Saturday and worked on Sunday

400 cakes of ice--big job in winter to store ice for cooling milk in summer

3-20-23

Neil Parker--Managed Met. Life Insurance farm and Sanatorium, Mt.McGregor, Wilton,
Saratoga Co.

4-25-23

Arlan--Arlan Cooledge sp-- Brown U.

5-10-23 from Marian's letter

Grandma----Step Grandma Emma Gilbert Bean

Aunt Cora----Cora Gilbert, Grandma Emma'’s sister

Auntie Gilbert---Aunt Aurelia Gilbert, Emma’s and Cora’s mother

6-4-23

Inspected-- Required by milk receiving plants. Farmers’ cattie checked for heaith by a
veterinarian.

Albert’'s---- Uncle Albert and Aunt Ada Griffen Bean--Joan Bean Smith’'s father and
mother

7-5-23

Vance----Wilburn's cousin, son of Uncle Wendell and Aunt Anna Potter

Tuberculin Testing----for bovine tuberculosis

Muiler--owned local bank, hardware store, several farms in Truxton area

9-4-23

draw off hay----with horses, srope and horsefork pulied hay off wagon into the haymow

Carrie---Carrie Harmon Allport, known as Aunt Carrie--cousin of our own Grandmother
Annie Harmon Bean

10-4-23

Adrian Mills--veterinarian and classmate of Wilburn's at Cornell

10-7-23 .

Edmund and Emma---Uncle Edmund and Aunt Emma Bean Hazzard, parents of
George W., Virginia and Ruth (James)

Bernard and Wendell Potter---Wilburn's uncles--brothers of Grandpa Rev. Wiiburn D.

Mr. Crandall--W.G. Crandall, Homer, longtime friend and trusted advisor

10-26-23

Ethel Woodward--cousin of Florence, daughter of Clara Harmon Woodward--later
married John Sweet

12-30-23

Frank’'s--Uncle Frank and Aunt Nellie Sweetland Bean, parents of Gerald

Mother Emma’s operation--believe this was to remove a goiter--which was a common
ailment with iodine deficient diets
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2-- Post marked February 21, 1924, Avon, NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. W. D. Potter, South Main Street, Orange, Mass

Wednesday Noon
Feb. 20, 1924

Dear Mother,

| expect you are wondering if | went to Elm Place the first of the month. Well |
did and have been here ever since and | don't see but it is just as busy here as
anywhere | am. We have accomplished a number of different things since coming
here. Unloaded thirteen cars of ice, a car load of shavings, one of sawdust and one of
____ew? beside sorting potatoes, hauling hay, manure and cutting wood. We are just
ready to start buzzing when the proper time comes. Have had a number of men leave
since | came here for one reason or ancther. They have been carrying too many men
all winter and it is time something was done. They had from 16-24 men all the while
but now we have less than a dozen on both farms and still the fellows aren'’t half
working--that is, some of them are. Have about 150 head of cattle and about 25 head
horses and colts.

Went to Rochester yesterday. Had dinner with Edmund and Emma at East
Rochester and did not get back here untii six then didn’t eat supper until nearly eight
as there was a Jew here to buy some beef cows. Sold him three and of course had to
help him load them.

Now it is Thursday A.M. after breakfast. it has been a terrible night. Snow fell
Thursday and the night before and last night it piled up alright. it is still a reguiar
blizzard this morning so will try to keep the fellows inside if possible. There is so
much help around here that it is hard to keep them going when days like these come.

| was sorry to hear of Dick’s affliction. How little we know what the morrow has
in store for us. It seems too bad that Robert has had to go there so much while so
young but suppose it is part of a great Plan. About the only we we can do is to do our
best each passing day and in reality not thinking too much about the future.

Must close and mail this this morning then you may get this Saturday. Hope
you and Auntie are unusually well this winter. Wish | might drop in and see you ali.

Love to all from
Wilburn
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4---Florence writes the following included with Wilburn's

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother,
Perhaps if we both go at you will get some news of the Potter family. It seems to
be such a busy place around here but | guess any place would be just as busy for us.

Had never intended waiting so long to thank you for the lovely rompers. Baby
has worn then severat times but today has made them look as tho they needed a bath.
He also wore the little gray shoes for the first today, so he was quite dressed up for
Easter. He is a fovely boy and so good natured most of the time. Carleton and Marian
both had pieces to speak at the Easter service today and both did well. They both had
new oxfords and felt quite proud of their feet. Have made up the material you sent
Marian for Xmas and it makes such a pretty dress. Bought Carleton a new suit of tan-
green jersey all ready made, which is very becoming to him.

Marian has learned to ride her wheel and so now comes home to dinner. She
does enjoy it so much--and Carleton has ridden the tricycle by the hour.

How is Auntie this spring? Do wish that she felt weli enough to come out here
and you could come and spend a time with us. As soon as it gets a bit warmer it
wouid be lovely here. Think she would like to help me make my garden.

it has not looked much like Easter or gardens today as it has snowed off and on
all day. Heard that people in the city were having their hats insured against rain today
and so the rain did not trouble them!

Emma and Edmund were out for Mr. Day's funeral and stayed overnight. Had
about an hour’s visit with them. They are fine and like it there (East Rochester) SO much.
My brother, Frank, and his wife (Nellie) and son are going to Hastings on the Hudson
this coming fall. She has a position as teacher in the schools there and Frank is going
to do something in the city. Gerald finishes High Schooi this June and he is going to
work a year before going to college.

Albert and Ada have a lovely little daughter {Joan] which is doing finely?.
However she can hardly breath without being watched.

Can imagine Bert and Myrtle have been lonesome this spring. How is
Robert taking it all? He surely has gone thru quite a bit for a young chap.

Wilburn has been away so much this winter and spring that it has left so much
for me to look after that my own work has suffered am afraid, but guess I will catch up
sometime. My writing has been entirely neglected at times.

Love from us all
Florence
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6--Postmarked July 3, 1924, Truxion, NY--written by Florence and Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Crange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Wednesday A.M.
Dear Mother:-

Will start a letter while we are having a beautiful June rain. This is a real
growing rain one that seems to make things jump. Ali the rains before have been
those cold disagreeable ones that nothing couid seem to come. Many pastures are
very short even at the first of June for lack of real growing weather. Ours are very
good as | have been understocked this year. Am milking the least cows | have ever
milked at this time of year. Am afraid it will show up in my mitk check later on.

Our crops are getting in the ground slowly. Have fifteen acres of corn in and 12
acres oat and three pounds of cabbage seed growing. Our potatoes will be in this
week | expect, then some millet and then set the cabbage and haying. If the grass
grows welil should have more hay than i've ever had.

Glad you could go to Attleboro and aiso see Aunt Veva. It seems that sheis a
stranger to us except in name. Glad Aunt Ida dropped in for a few days
(Apparently this letter was staried earlier in June and not mailed untit Florence finished it on July 3)

Dear Mother,

In cleaning up the desk found this part of a letter so will add a line and send it
along. Am ashamed not to have acknowledged the pretty suit for Carieton’s birthday.
It is just a good fit and he is very proud of it especially the whistle.

How is Auntie? We do hope she is coming nicely now. Had thought | would
write her a letter before this but it does seem as the days were too full for letters. The
children are busy and growing. They are quite excited now about the Fourth. They
have their pop guns today so the fun has begun early. We go over to my Aunt’s in
Homer tomorrow. Edmund and Emma are to be out. It will be hard especiaily for Ada
for Albert did enjoy our gatherings so much and was looking after everyone.

Must get busy or the family won't have anything for dinner.
Love from all
The Potters

Start haying today
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10--Postmarked Sept 17, 1924, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main 5t, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Sept 16, 1924
Dear Mother:-

Just a few lines before bed to let you know that we are anticipating
seeing you in Truxton soon. Just seems as if we must come to Orange this fall but it is
the same old story of silo filling, ptato digging and cabbage to take care of before the
great rush is over. So { don't see how we are going to get there tis fall.

I spent a week in Syracuse and came home last Saturday afternoon. Was so
disappointed that Florence couldn’t come up but it just seemed as if she couldn't. Had
a good time with little work and plenty of pay for it seemed just like finding a smali gold
mine for a week's work.

But what troubles us most is that Marian had been sick ever since last Tuesday
and doesn’t get much better aitho we hope she is coming along a little better now.
She had bowei trouble and evidently absorbed some of the poison and thus has had
quite a pull of it. Dr. Padgett has been here three times so far and Marian has been in
bed since Thursday or on the couch. She is so dull that it makes us all feel badly and
only hope that she will begin to pick up soon. We think she is better today but so
weak and she hasn't eaten anything except a little beef and chicken broth for a week.

Wonder if you knew that Helen Parker had been sick for a long time and that
their last baby only lived a short time. A man from Saratoga told me that at the fair.

Saw Ray Whittaker at the Fair. He is just the same. Happy go lucky and
evidently nothing troubles him. Saw Dr. Hall, several times. Waent to the night show
five nights in succession. They had a horse show and vaudeville each evening and
then when | came home Schuyler Roberts brother-in-law brought us to our very doors
in his auto.

Hope that you may come soon so as to enjoy the good fall weather. | have
excellent help now and every thing is rolling fine as far as the work goes.
Must close with lots of love
from all the Truxton Potters

Saw Mr. Pratt of the Pratt Goodell Machine Co, Greenfield with his Jersey cattle

from his Ashfield farm. He is a son of the Pratt that lived where Casper Knoors now
lives in Shelburne Falls

136






12--Postmarked Dec 16, 1924, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn and Florence 1o
Mrs. Marion £. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Dec 14, 1924

Dear Mother -

| wonder if you are having the terrible wind and blowing we are having.
The weather is very much like that of nine years ago now when Marian came to town.
We all spanked her yesterday. She is growing so fast it hardly seems possible that
she can be nine years old. This has been one of the severest days of the season.
We did not go to church but bundied up in the Ford and went to Walter's for dinner.
They invited us in the middle of the week so we thought we better go along. Were
only about thirty minutes on the road.

Yesterday we went to Cortland to deliver two of those pigs you were wondering
about. | killed three Friday and have only four left now. Think perhaps they will go this
week.

We have also thought how fortunate we were to have made the trip when we
did and also what a delightful time. Only was so sorry to have you feel so wretched.
Think you will fare better on S. Main and Frank ought to take a ioad off your shouiders.

Went to see a sick horse above Cuyler Friday night and didn't get home until
1:30a.m. Not much more except that we are all well and trying to keep warm. You
should give me another credit mark for writing even a short letter so often.

Love to you from all the
Truxton Potters

Tuesday A.M.
Your package, also letter, for Marian came yesterday O.K. She was very
pleased. It still continues very cold and stormy and it takes lots of fuel to keep warm.
Florence
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notes 1924

1-25-44
Markhams--Markham and Puffer, EIm Place, Avon, NY--Florence and Wilburn worked
as manager there after graduating from veterinary college

2-21-44

buzzing---sawing firewood with a buzz saw

Robert---a cousin, Robert Harrington

Auntie---Aunt Esther Harrington, Grandma’s Aunt--Grandma lived with her at that time

4-22-24

Isabelie--dear friends and neighbors in Truxton, Isabelle and John Feeter

Carrol Day---owned farm on Rt 281 Cortland--Gunzenhauser sales barn today

Kate--his wife

Farmers Syndicate--feed store in Cortland--Round House today

Fitts--farmers in MclLean

Carl and Evelyn-- McKinney--H.S classmates and longtime friends of Florence and
Wilburn

Bert and Myrtle--Harrington--- Mass. cousins

5-13-24

Howard--Uncle Howard Bean

Mildred Smith--H.S. classmate and close friend of Florence and Wilburn
N. Orange--Mass. property owned by Grandma--from Herrick family

7-3-24

over to my Aunt's--probably Aunt Clara Woodward live on Franklin St. in Homer---
sister of Grandma Annie Harmon Bean

7-25-24

Marian drives in the field—-horses and haywagon which pulls the hay loader--the man
on the wagon loads the hay to be drawn to the barn. Marian--10 years old
stands on a standard (ladder) at front of the wagon and drives horses

hoist--- gas engine powered hoist --hay rope rolls on its drum and the hay is lifted from
the wagon into the hay mow

wash the pails---no hot water at the barn--the milk pails and milk strainer were brought
to the house for washing
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Carleton is wearing his unionalls everyday. They tuck in his overshoes and
keep his legs dry. Marian is wearing her new nighties and keeping her older ones to
wear when it is warmer--which can't come any too soon.

Tonight we are invited out to a seven o'clock dinner with people in Cuyler.
There are four couples going from here and Wilburn is going to take the team and big
sleigh and have a real sieighing party. We had a lot of snow fall in the last couple of
days but the wind hadn’t blown. But last night it made up for lost time and the roads
were so heavy this morning.

Must get busy are we won't have dinner at prompt noon. Hope Auntie is feeling
better and that you are having weather so she can get out for a little walk anyway
everyday.

Love from us all
Wilburn and Florence

Enclosed is the Mulier note. | expect he will want it paid and | really think it
should be. The prices we get are pretty slim.
Wilburn
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3-—-Postmarked February 11, 1925 Trindon, NY--written by Marian Bean Potter to her grandmother
Marion E. Potter, 176 3. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY
Feb. 11, 1925

Dear Grandma Potter,
How are you?

i thank you for the valentines you sent me to put together. | put them together
yesterday and they are ready to send out in the mail today.

How is Aunt Esther? s it slussy out at Orange? It is raining here and we have
to stay in.

Carleton is trying to rig up a snow plow to play with in the house. | have
been traceing a valentine and coloring it and Bernard is trying to help Carleton.

One of Mother’s narcisus bulbs have a flower on it and it smells very sweet.
Carleton and | both got a valentine from Loualla Fiske on Friday.
Those pictures you sent of Bernard are very nice.

You can see bare ground in lots of places for the snow has gone quite fast and
the roads are very slussy.

Love from
Marian

P.S. Maybe | will go up to Truxton to dinner.
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5--Postmarked May 4, 1925, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn and Florence to
Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Thursday Eve.

Dear Mother -

Wonder if you have had the snow storm in Orange that we have had all
day. The ground is white but the grass shows so green underneath. Have just came
in from Truxton and have written the notices for the school meeting next Tuesday.

Just read in the paper of Mr. Sidney Buck's death. Will try to enclose the
clipping doesn’t seem possible that he was 59. | see they live up town now.

Edmund and Emma were here (Cortland) Sunday in their new Dodge Coach
with the new baby Ruth Ann. We went over to Homer to see them. We drove a Buick
car that belongs to Mr. French. | haven't had the Dodge out this year for it is going to
cost so much to have it put in shape to run and just seems as if | couldn't afford it but it
seems rather tough to see other people having their new cars and we all crowd into
the Ford.

Florence writes
Saturday Evening
Guess Wilburn won't get this finished so will add a line and send it along. This
seems to be a dreadfully busy place Wilburn is on the go from 4:30 a.m. till way into
the evening. Had a call out tonight and isn't in yet and it is 9:30.

Ivah and boys came up this p.m. to stay over Sunday. She is reading. Our five
youngsters are all safe in dream land.

For some reason | seem to keep busy.  Am trying to clean house but it goes
very slowly but am in hope another week will see it pretty well along. Must get at
some more sewing. Bernard has not worn his suit as it has short sleeves but it is very
good fit for him. He had another suit given him for his birthday so with his “hand-me-
downs” he is pretty well provided for.

Wonder if you knew that Dorothy Glann was operated on last Saturday in
Binghamton. Quite a heavy operation but doing very well the last | heard.
Mrs. Hazzard was taking care of the children but was afraid she could not stand it.
Fiorence Hazzard had mumps last week. Don't know whether the children developed
them or not.

Emma and the baby both stood the trip out last week very well. They
appreciated their enclosed car very much as it was quite cold. It has been all week
and some snow.
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6--Postmarked June 15, 1925, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to his mother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Sunday Morn.
Dear Mother & Auntie:-

Itis just 7:15 a.m. and we are all thru breakfast. Chores are ail done and
as the horses are out in the pasture there is nothing more to do until night. You
probably remember that our milk has to be in Truxton at 6:15 and they have to have it
unloaded before eight at Homer. While it makes it a little early | am very well satisfied
for it needs something like that to get me started in the morning

We have all our crops practically in the ground now. Probably you would like
to know what they are. We have planted 50 bu. potatoes, 5 bu. corn, 7 bu. barley,
20 bu. oats, 1 1/2 bu. millet, 2 1/2 Ibs. cabbage seed besides about $50.00 grass seed.
Think we shall put in a few more potatoes. We have set about 6000 cabbage plants
which we purchased from Pennsylvania hoping to have some early ones to get the
hight price. We also put in some early potatoes for the same reason. OQOur cows are
mitking well since that so many are to start giving milk again this fall.

Our milk business is much better and hope it may keep coming so. We are
pretty low on cows sc we are not getting as much mitk as we should.

We have finally et the Dodge car go and now have a used Buick which is very
satisfactory. The Buick was owned in town here and the owner traded it for a Sedan
so as we tho't it was going to take so much to fix up the Dodge we would put a little
more in and ge a better car than the Dodge would ever be.  Florence enjoys it very
much as it handles so much easier than the old car did. We are now pianning to drive
to N.Y. City Wednesday morning with Mr. and Mrs. Burdick from Cuyler. Cora Gilbert
is also going to Frank's. The reason for our trip to N.Y. is the Dairymen’s League
annual meeting and we have been elected delegates from here with our expenses
paid so that we might better take it while we can.

Just seems as if the past month had been the busiest yet. Perhaps you have
read about the T.B. Scandal in Cortland County. Several dealers have been selling
Branded cattle back to the farmers to put in their dairy herds. When this was
discovered the N.Y.C. Board of Health issued orders that all cattle in the County
shouid be examined as soon as possible for the T. Brand on left jaw. So that gave
every licensed Veterinarian plenty of work for a little while. Guess | got my share for |
have examined over 2000 head in the last three weeks besides helping with the
milking nearly every morning here. it has increased my income by nearly two
hendred dollars all of which helps out. It probably made some future business the
value of which can not be determined yet.
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7---Postmarked June 18, 1825, New York, NY written by Wilburn {o his mother
Mrs Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St. Orange, Mass

Hotel Pennsylvania
New York
Thursday A.M.

Dear Mother:

Just a line to let you know we had an excelient trip down. Left home at
4:30 a.m. and arrived at Frank’s about 2:30 in the afternoon. Went to the Theatre last
evening and saw Willie Howard in “Sky High” quite different from the Truxton Plays.
After that we took the busses to see the milk handling in the city end of the business.
Didn't get in until 3:00 a.m. but didn't get up at 4:30.

We went to Frank’s yesterday afternoon and we will go there again tonight and
go home sometime Friday so to be there in time for chores Saturday morning. We
drove about 256 miles coming down.

Have attended the afternoon meeting and had a bus ride up Riverside Drive
and Fifth Avenue. Dinner on the Roof Garden and guess we are going up there again
tonight. Mr and Mrs Burdick from Cuyler came with us and Cora, as far as Frank’s,
Mother Emma is in Albany to a Convention. Carleton down at lvah's and Mrs. Jacobs
taking care of the other children.

Will call this enough for now and hustle for supper.

Love from
Wilburn and Florence
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9--Postmarked July 24, 1925, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to his mother
Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Friday morning

Dear Mother -

Wonder how you ali are? Only hope this beautiful morning finds you
improved. Please get help so you won't get tired out .  Am waiting to hear any news
that you may have. We are usually well except for a little stomach trouble which
seems to have run its course thru practically the whoie family. Geo William has been
here for alimost three weeks but Florence took him to Cortland yesterday. Expect
Virginia to come up soon.

The most important news to us here is the selling of the Bean farm. Mr. Crandall
finally sold it yesterday to a brother of the Ass’t Manager of the J.C.Penney Co stores.
He had plenty of money and takes everything just as it is down there even buying a
large part of the househoid furnishings. It certainly takes a load off of lvah’s shoulders
for she moves to Dryden the first of August. They had planned to have an auction
about the 20th of August but now they don't have to worry about that.

Our haying is progressing just as swiftly as the other fellows is | guess. We
have 37 loads in the barn but should have better than fifty by tomorrow night. We
have had considerable rain to hinder us but the weather man says good weather for
the rest of the week.

We had a terrible rain Tuesday morming. The river came up very fast and went
over its banks. It didn’t hurt us very much as | had cut the hay in many of the low
meadows. It is now back to its bed and dropping fast.

| am endorsing the Muller note with a reduction of $100. Hope that our crops
may bring more this year than some other so that we may keep reducing. Our milk
checks are considerably larger but | lack cows to be efficient with my heip and
equipment. Have a chance now to get ahead if | only had the extra capital.

The Veterinary works keeps coming along nicely. Have two femaie dogs to
operate on in the barn now. The pennies drop in little by little. Mrs Jacobs is home
for a couple of days.

Wish you lived only half as far away so that we could drive there and back
quickly. Hope all changes are for the better.
Must Close
With Lots of Love to you al
Wilburn

162






11---Postmarked August 20, 1925, Truxdon NY written by Wilburn to his mother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N.Main St., Orange, mass.

Wednesday A.M.
Dear Mother:-
| wish you could realize how much you have been in our minds. For the last
few weeks especially | have foliowed you people in Orange. Yesterday you were
constantly there.

When will you come this way. Let us know by return mail so we may pian.

We are ali just fine. Marian is at East Rochester but the boys are home. We
are just finishing our haying and now for the oats then the corn.

Will take the family to the fair today. Bernard and Carleton are anticipating the
merry-go-round. Florence was in a play given under the direction of the Home
Bureau.

Saw Geo. Fitts Sunday. Said | would be able to have a job at the State Fair
again this year. He is having trouble with rheumatism. Was in bed Sunday.

Must close with Lots of Love to you. Let us hear from you soon.

Love from
Truxton Potters
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13--Postmarked Dec. 30, 1925, Truxton, NY--written by Wilbhurn and Florence to
Marion E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Thursday Eve.

Dear Mother:-
I am writing just a few lines to let you know that we are still as busy as

usual. Xmas has come and gone again and think we have had much more than our
share. We had the family gathering here this year. Twenty three counting the little
ones sat down for dinner.

We kilied one of the turkeys which weighed eighteen pounds alive. Anna is to
have the last one for New Years and we sold one to Smiths, formerly Wolcotts, for
50 cents live. They also had four ducks. So now we have only three ducks and a
drake left. Edmund and Emma and family came from E. Rochester Xmas morning
only stopping in Cortiand a little while. Frank and family did not come this year as
they were here at Thanksgiving time.

it has been terribie cold for quite a while now the mercury going as low as 10
below. We have good sleighing and the road is plugged beyond Reakes.

I will let Marian and Florence tell you of the gifts but | will say that we are mighty
proud a new 5 tube Franklin Radio which Edmund and Emma brought to the family.
Edmund says we can hear Sanfrancisco or other far western cities. Mr. Schell came
up today and installed it for us so tonight we hope to hear a program as soon the
dishes are done. We have to stop the Delco so we can hear. We took the battery out
of the car to use for the storage cells.

We have not had our cows tested yet but expect they wiil be soon after the first
of January.

We have wondered how you are? Let us hear from you as soon as you have
time. Wonder if Frank has steady work this cold weather. The water buckets froze up
one night but no damage was done.

Must ciose with Lot of Love
from ali the Truxton Potters
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1--Postmarked January 25, 1926, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 5. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y. Monday morn

Dear Mother:-
Just a line this morning, enclosed the note which is due this week.

Planned to write yesterday but kept putting it off and listened to the radio.

Yes, we get Springfield and Boston often. The radio is in the dining room at the
north window and you can imagine three of us at a time sitting around trying to catch
the sounds out of the air. It's mighty wonderful and wish you had one as you enjoy the
music so much.

Last night we heard the New York Symphony Orchestra and Walter Damrosch
the leader made remarks about each piece he played, “Maybe I've used new style
spelling”. We haven't been able to get very far west probably because we don't wait
late enough at night and the eastern stations are so active eatly in the evening. But
there hasn't been an evening when we were not able to have a program from some
where.

We haven't tested yet but now we are promised for next Monday which will be
the first day of February. The milk truck still draws the milk not having missed a day
yet.

Everyone is usually well and busy. Marian passed her midyear exams about
ninety and Carleton is very busy studying Geography.

Must close with Lots of Love from all the Truxton Potters.
Wilburn
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3--Postmarked Mar 22, Canasiota & Elmira R.P.O.--written by Wilburn fo
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 5. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE
HAY AND PRODUCE  TRUXTON, N.Y.  Mar. 211926

Dear Mother:-

) expect you think we’'ve gone to the sunny south but not so for we are still
in the frozen land of Truxton. Hardly know anything but cold and snow and wood.
Today has been the first warm any in a long while and our thermometer got up to forty.
But generally it hasn't been above 10-12 in the morning and only a little higher during
the day. The roads are terrible now with no prospects of anything better until they get
to terra firma.

Well my cows are all in bologna or something else by this time. There were a
few that they did not use for meat. My barn was pretty cold after they went. They
appraised at an average of a littie over $80.00 a piece which was very satisfactory
considering heifers and everything | had. It sure cleaned up a bunch of cows that were
of no good to us at a fair price. Of course some went which we would like to have kept.
The cther day | bought nine pure bred Holsteins at Linckiean which will be tested
tomorrow. We are hoping they will pass the test O.K. for we need them in our
business. We bought them very reasonable and are bound to make us some maoney.
Our milk check has been decidedly reduced but we have not fed so much hay or grain
so there's a gain. After a little we'li be getting more milk than before.

You will probably be surprised to learn that Galen has been helping us again.
Am hoping to keep him this summer. He is one man in a hundred for us. He is so
good in the house and so interested outside. He drove the cows back from Lincklean
when he came. Lloyd has been sick a couple of times lately but is well now.

| have been doing quite a bit of Vet work lately. Made two T.B. tests on
accredited herds a couple of weeks ago. What would you think of my taking a County
Veterinarian’s job perhaps of Tioga County. Had an offer down there of $250. a
month and around $85. a month to run a car on. Also an offer in Onondaga County as
Ass’t County Vet at around $200 and eight cents a mile for operating a car. Went
down to see them a couple of weeks ago. Haven't decided anything positive yet.

Fiorence has been having the grippe with lots of cough. The children have
managed to keep well. Leslie Schell is in bed and doesn't improve. Charlie Beattie
does not improve and Dorr Kenney has had another sick spell but perhaps a little
warm sunshine will help them.

Bernard is growing fast and is planning greatly on next Sunday. Wish you
might see him. We are enclosing two pictures. The one of Maniley and Bernard and
the other of the snow, our Xmas tree and the edge of the barn

Hope this finds you well and all the sick better. Love from all the Potters
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5--Postmarked Aprit 21--1926, Spencer, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 8. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE

HAY AND PRODUCE
TRUXTON, N.Y Tuesday Eve
Dear Mother:-

Just a line to let you know that { am doing County work for Tioga. The
wages look the best, $250 a month and $100 a month for expenses. Last week my
gas-oil-board and repairs cost me $17.95--thought that was pretty good. Went home
Saturday and took in Six dollar in Vet work Saturday night and Sunday morning. Had
a chance to inspect several dairies but couldn’t spend the time.

After | took the job here had a chance to get the same kind of a job in
Syracuse or Onondaga County at practically the same salary and eight cents a mile for
expense of car. But maybe | will be more independent down here and perhaps live
cheaper.

Gaien is with us and we have another Seventh day man and his wife helping.
Thus Florence has help and as Warner hasn't left yet there are three men outside
helping catch things up.

Hate to be away from home but it is a bit easier than Vet and Farming together.
This is my second week in Spencer, next week will be in Owego on Monday and
perhaps in Spencer the balance of the week. Hope you are feeling well and that it is
much warmer there than here.
Love from
Wilburn
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8--Postmarked July 8, 1926, Owego, NY--ret address Tioga County Farm and Home Bureau, O-we-go, NY
written by Wilburn to Mrs. Marion E, Potter 276 N.Main St, Orange, Mass

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
iN
AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF NEW YORK

New York State College of Agriculture EXTENSION SERVICE
N.Y. State Department of Farms and Markets County Agent Work
U. 8 Department of Agriculture

Tioga County and Tioga County Farm Bureau Co-operating TELEPHONE 285.

O -WE-GO, N. Y. July 8 1926

Dear Mother,

While | am waiting for Mr. Blanchard to return from lunch will pen a few
lines to you. The weather has been very warm daytimes and rather cool at night,
more rain at Truxton than here. We need rain and moisture very badiy in this section
and | think most crops are below normal in central N.Y. at home. We are coming
along very slowly. Our corn is coming slowly but it is very even on the ground and the
ground is quite free from weeds and quack. We are milking about thirty four cows now.
Have been drawing 12--40 quart cans. So you see we are doing just as well or better
than if | were home. Never the less | dislike being away.

The work here is rather easy compared to that | have been used to. Have
received three checks so far from the county. The county appropriated $4000 which is
rapidly diminishing so expect when that is gone | will have to look for greener pasture
but maybe they will provide more money. About a month ago | had a week off
because of some mix up at Albany. Albany stopped all testing in N.Y. State that week
so [ was home and heiped with the crops. Am not sure but that | may take some time
off later to help the boys with the haying. | would rather hire a man but it seems to be
difficult to find one.

Last week was also quiet. Went to Truxton Saturday getting there
between 2-3 pm. Came back to Owego Monday. Didn't finally inject any cows on
Monday. Carleton came down with me Monday and went back Tuesday to Cortland.
Tuesday and Wednesday we attended the Veterinary Convention at Cortland.
Thursday | came back here but did not inject any cattle until Saturday. Came back to
Owego Tuesday morning and injected Tuesday and Wednesday. Today we are
looking up new work and incidentaily watching the Gentry Bros Circus parade a
couple of times. Friday and Saturday | will read the cattle | injected on Tuesday and
Wednesday and probably will not get home very early Saturday p.m.

Wish you might see the children and wish that you could come out in the
summer time this year. Must close now and take a drive to S. Apalachin to look up
new work for the coming weeks.

Love to you
Wilburn
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10--Postmarked Sept 29, 1926,Owego, NY--ret address The Ah-Wa-Ga Hotel, Owego, NY written by
Wilburn to Mrs Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass-- resent to Arlington Mass, % of C.8. Curtis

A

THE AH-WA-GA HOTEL
OWEGO, N.Y.

Wednesday noon

Dear Mother:-

While | am waiting to see Dr. Brink who is eating dinner | will pen a few
lines to you. While | don't know of much news maybe a line will let you know that we
are all well.

Was home over Sunday but didn’t get there until nearly eight o’clock at night.
Was busy on Sunday and Monday until | left at nearly 2 o’clock. So you see | didn’t
get down here until after 4:00 that afternoon but guess they will think just as much of
me as if | did more. We are cutting corn so we can fill silo soon. Our corn is very
good but it is not developed as much as we would like it. We are feeding green stuff
in the barn now untit we can get the cows on the meadows.

The children are all well started in school again. Doesn't seem possible that
Marian is in the seventh grade and Carleton is in the third. Bernard is very important
when they are away. Did | tell you that | lost eight more cows on retest but don't let it
worry for they brought me a good deal more than | gave.

This will let you know that we are aill well and thankful we are in the north
instead of Florida.
Love
Wilburn
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12--Postmarked Nov 20, 1826, Spencer, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W.H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Nov. 18, 1926

Dear Mother -

it is now nine thirty and | am sitting in the reading room of the Hotel Risley
in Spencer. This is a small hotel but serves its purpose. | have just called Florence
and found out how they were up there. Everything seems to be well | guess but we
are having lots of rain. Florence said the water is the highest it has ever been since
we lived there. | was out in the rain Tuesday A.M. and got soaked to the hide. That
afternoon | drove to Owego and the water was over the State Road in several places
but when | came home (back to Spencer) at nine o'clock my car stop in the water and |
couldn't get thru and | had to go back to Candor and stay until morning. Lucky a car
came along and pulled me out backwards and so | didn't have to get wet. Have been
in Spencer two weeks now and it will take about two more before | finish the retests
that are due up to the first of Dec.

This has been our best year financially and by another year if we can continue
we will have caught up on our war time debts. It makes us feel a littie easier than it did
three or four years ago. | don't like to be away from home so much but “one can’t
have their cake and eat it". Our cattle have done well this summer. Milk check have
been as large or larger than usual with my salary down here it certainly has hslped a
lot.

The children are fine. Wish you might see them, Marian is so large over 90
pounds now. Carleton and Bernard so busy. Bernard was down in Owego a couple
of times with me. He just enjoyed it. Think | will close for tonight. Wish you might be
with us Thanksgiving day. Think we will go to Aunt Carrie’s at Homer.

Must close with Lots of Love.
Wilburn
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14-postmarked Dec 23, 1926, Truxton, NY--2 letters enclosed, one written by Wilburn & one, by Florence
to Mrs Marian E. Potter, 145 S. Main St, Orange, Mass

Wednesday Eve.

Dear Mother:-

Just a line tonight so that you may receive this Christmas Day to give you
a little Yuletide spirit. On my way home from Owego | saw several places where the
red lights were decorating the green Xmas trees or the wreaths and they looked so
pretty and inviting. The lodge of Elks at Owego has a very large tree ali decorated in
front of their Lodge Rooms and | expect that they will endeavor to help the poor and
unfortunate make Xmas a more cheerful time. The Salvation Army kettles are in all the
larger towns and the Santa Claus that guards them is a great attraction for the children.

Our chiidren celebrated at school last night and then Saturday we go to 76
Lincoln for the tree.  Our gathering will not be as large this year for £ & E, Frank &
Nellie and Howard and Elizabeth will not be there. Wish you might surprise us by
being there. We would like it so much. The children are all well and so busy.
Bernard is a great helper at home while I'm in Owego and the children at school.

| came home Saturday night. Went to church Sunday. Monday we went to
Cortland in the afternoon and then Tuesday | went to Owego to speak at a T.B.
meeting in Candor at night. Today finished my reports, did some shopping and got
home about 7:00 o'clock for the balance of the week. The Supervisors have
appropriated more money to carry on T.B. work so I'll have plenty of work for a time to
come.

Altho | dislike to be away from home, the extra money comes so handy to pay
honest debts out of the family. We are hoping for the time to arrive shortly when we
can pay honest debts in the family.

May this be a Happy Xmas and coming year be a better one than those which
are gone.
Lots of Love to you
Wilburn
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notes 1926

1-25-26

haven't tested yet---cows for tuberculosis---T.B.

2-9-26

45 went out--reacted or positive to the test for TB

come to appraise them---the testing program was funded by the state and the reactors
were slaughtered-- the state paid the farmer an appraised or fair market value

kmow how cold it is---Florence and Wilburn have a new outside thermometer!

4-21-26

Enterprise & Journal---newspaper from Orange--which Grandma mailed to F & W

7-5-26

Normal---now SU.C.C or Cortland Coilege

7-8-26

Mr Blanchard---Tioga County Farm Bureau agent--now Extension

read the cows---it took 72 hours from time of injection for a reaction to show-- then the
cows were looked at or “read * at the point of injection

12-7-1926

out of drive---the lower driveway from the barn to the road was always slippery in the
winter

Miss Sawyer--Lillian Sawyer taught in our Wicksville district school. The teacher
always lived in the home of a family in the school district.

Finn--Finlanders--lived in Spencer, Tioga County, NY.

Uncle Howard and Aunt Elizabeth---Howard Bean, youngest brother of Florence.
Later on they separated, no children
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2--Postmarked Jan 16, 1827, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY

Dear Mother,

Galen has his battery on the radio tonight and it is coming in just splendidly.
Last night we could get nothing--so it goes. Have written one letter tonight but it has
taken longer than it should have because | couldn’t get my mind on it. How is your
cold? | came down with a hard cold yesterday but am feeling better. Think | shall
have to prescribe cod liver oil for you. We are all taking it and | surely think it helps to
keep us well. The children are fine and walk back and forth to school thru ali the snow
and cold. They are to have their exams this week and are wondering how they are
coming out. Marian received your letter the other day.

Wilburn and | hope you won't go to any effort to get a box off to us for the
children surely had all they needed for Christmas. Perhaps later you can come out
and bring them a little something then. Carleton is having such a good time with his
Erector set and has built several things with it and Bernard thinks his train is wonderful.

Last week was Veterinary Conference at lthaca. Wilburn attended. | met him at
Dryden Wednesday p.m. and he took me to the banquet over there that night. Came
back and staid the night at Ivah’s then | drove the car home the next morning. Did
some shopping in Cortland on the way. Sent the car back to Cortland Friday a.m. and
he got a ride over with another Dr. Friday night and came up home and staid over
night and back to Owego in the morning. He expected to get there so as to catch the
train home but couldn’t make it so was not home over Sunday. We are hoping that
won't happen again.

Just now we have three hired men so our family is eight ali the time and
sometimes nine. It surely keeps the food moving. We killed a beef last week and
have a quarter of that which helps out immensely.

Enclosed you will find the note to endorse. The month is slipping by so fast.
But don't mind having the cold go.

Must go to bed for morning comes so soon.
Love from us all
Florence
Tuesday evening
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4-Postmarked Feb 4, 1927, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, NY
Dear Mother,

Have just talked with Wilburn and he says he hasn't written you this week
so guess | will scratch off a few lines. Should judge that Frank must be better or we
would have heard from you. It is too bad he has to have it. Strength comes back so
slowly afterwards and especially to a man of his years. Who is getting the meals for
the nurses? Did they get a woman to come in and work or does Maud send over?
Are you staying upstairs or down with Lucy? How are she and Henry? Has Myrtle
gotten over her burn?

We have had a nice mild week and snow has disappeared, roads are bare a
good deal of the way and the hills are about haif bare. The wind howls around the
corners to beat all tonight so guess we are going to have it colder and so slippery you
can't stand.

Uncle Wendell has been with us almost two weeks. He is planning on going
tomorrow morning now. He says he must get home and straightened around ready to
start for Portsmouth next week. He has done a lot of odd jobs around the place for us.
Seemed to enjoy doing them and being here. Had a letter from Aunt Ida last week.
She doesn’t know whether she is going to wait there for Uncle Bernard. He wants
her to do so.

Our school is out tomorrow for a winter vacation of three weeks. They are
planning a special dinner tomorrow provided by the boys of the school as they lost in
a contest with the girls in attendance. Carleton is planning a few days visit with
Herbert and Kenneth and Marian is going out to my sister for a couple of weeks. She
has had the promise of going ever since summer. Bernard wanted to know today
where he could have his vacation!

You asked about “Little Women™ and I'll have to say she has two copies now
and read it at least three times! Don't know what to recommend in its place. Don't
worry if you don't get anything.

Must close as | am tired and have to be up and breakfast ready for nine by
seven anyway. We have three hired men now.
Love from all
Florence
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6--Postmarked Mar 29, 1927, Scranton-Buffalo R.P.O. ---Written on Ah-Wa-Ga Hotel stationery by Wilburn
to Mrs Marion E. Potter, 145 South Main St, Orange, Mass

Tuesday Evening
Dear Mother:-

I am writing just a few lines to let you know that | am still moving around
the country. Since Feb 8 | have been in Waverly and met Frank Paddock. Think he is
doing quite well now. At least don’t see why he shouldn't as he has a good job and
no car. Of course | don't know what his past might have been. He has boy (Clark)
about Carleton’s age and a girl (Ethel) about Marian's only smaller in size. He is a
Mason and Moose. Uncle Wendell has been visiting his people you know.

Our kiddies had a very interesting letter from him (Uncle Wendell). Think he
enjoyed his two weeks at our place very much. He was tinkering at something most of
the time he was there. He put a shelf back of the stove to hold our numerous gloves
and mittens.

| didn’t come back down here until today as Galen is ill and don't seem 1o get
much better. We have one extra good homey fellow with us now. He came the first of
March and now says he will stay a year. Hope he will this summer anyway. We are
making about 700 Ibs of milk a day now and should get up to a 1000 -1200 by the first
of June. Our milk checks have been better and the future for this summer at least is
much better. But never the less it is a long hard row as the Interest counts up so fast.
It's all right when it's accumulating but when it's going out it's different.

Bernard was very much pleased with his tractor which came in the mail before |
left this morning. He instructed Carleton that he must not push it ahead. Yesterday
Florence had a pillow in the seat of his pants when we came up to breakfast. Marian
and Carleton both have bicycles to ride to School now so they come home to dinner.

Must close now and get ready for bed.

Lots of Love
Wilburn
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8--Postmarked May 6, 1927, Owego, NY--ret address Tioga County Farm and Home Bureau. O-we-go, NY
written by Wilburn to Mrs. Marion E, Potter 276 N.Main St, Orange, Mass

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN
AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF NEW YORK

New York State College of Agriculture EXTENSION SERVICE
U. S. Department ot Agriculture County Agent Work
Tioga County and Tioga County Farm Bureau TELEPHONE 285.

Co-operating
O - WE - GO, N.Y. Friday noon

Dear Mother -

I am stopping this noon to write you a line so that you will receive it by
Mother's Day. | hope that this fine Spring weather will give you an additional bracer
and make you feel better than ever. Was glad that the Orange Doctor seemed to think
that the Boston Doctor was wrong. Wish | might drop in on you and let you wrestle
with Bernard a while. He is wide awake alright but don’t know as he has anything on
the others when they were his age. They are all well and very busy. | hate to be away
from home so much as | always did enjoy being at home from a smail lad. We are
expecting that you will come this way just as soon as possible. If you think it would be
easier for you we could come out with the car when the weather is warmer.

This has been an interrupted week. Went to Cortland Monday with the intention
of coming on here but due to trouble went back home that night. Tuesday | started out
with the Ford and came down and injected about 75 head and on way back | took
some pigs which | had bought but finally didn’t get home until after midnight. The next
day | did some tinkering around home and Cortiand in the a.m. Then started out for
here in the afternoon but didn't inject any cattle. Yesterday went to Barton and
Waverly and today have been to Union and now am ready to start out again.

Just now we have three men at home trying to get things done on time and
especially while the help is available. Manure to spread on the flats. Pasture fences
to fix, garden to make besides all the chores. Making nearly 12 cans of milk a day and
we are hoping to take in nearly a thousand dollars gross income for May and June.

I must close with the most love from us all for you.

Affectionately
Wilburn
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10--Postmarked June 1. 1927, Owego, NY--ret address The Ah-Wa-Ga Hotel, Owego, written by Wilburn
to Mrs Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

A

THE AH-WA-GA HOTEL
OWEGQO, N.Y.

Tuesday Eve

Dear Mother -
Just a few lines before | go to bed. To let you know that atl is well here. Wish

you were feeling just as well. |'ve intended t write several times but kept putting it off.

Went home Saturday. Sunday we had quite a day as the Schells came from
Oneonta Saturday night and staid with us. Had a full house alright but Bernard slept
on the floor. Sunday we didn't go to church but Florence and the children went to
Sunday School. | had two sick cows to attend to. Then we had dinner and went to
Cortland in the afternoon. Helped with the chores and then went up to Beatties for a
pichic supper which was nearer a dinner but it was good anyway.

Monday we were home all day. | helped fix fence. Then at night we started our
garden. No, now we have peas and corn in. Will get some more in soon. | fixed up
the radiator on the Buick and left for Cortland about noon. Had to buy a new suit on
the way as mine was so shabby. It's the old blue one i've had so long. This is a
cheaper suit with 2 pair of pants the first one | ever had with two pair.

Our flats have been covered with water but it is drying up and we will start
planting corn tomorrow. The grass is growing so fast. Looks like a bumper crop. We
have twenty tons to carry over.

Think | must close for night. Hoping you are much better.
Love, Wilburn
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12--Postmarked June 2_, 1927, Truxton, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

WH. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother -

Florence and | are setting at the dining room table discussing our many
problems. Just at present we are wondering where we are going to find another man
to labor for us. We had three but two have gone and only Galen is left again with forty
cows to milk. But there is one some where as there always has been before. We are
still drawing our milk in fourteen cans and thus we will make four or five thousand
pounds more than any month before.

This has been a very busy week as they all are. | went to Owego Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday Spencer. Wednesday night | met Florence in Owego and
with Mr & Mrs Irving Burdick, we went to Binghamton to the Dairymen’s League
meeting and back to Owego for the night. Then we went back again Thursday for all
day session. President Slocum of the League and Ex- Governor Louden of [ilinois
spoke in the afternoon. About 2500 were present. | went back to Spencer for Friday
& Sat. Came home last night about 5:00 and then to Cortland in the evening. Today
we went to church, had dinner and then went to De Ruyter to see Martin Kibbe who
used to work for us. We went with Schyler Roberts and of course he had to have a flat
tire in the pouring rain. We got back home at five, Galen had the milking well started.

Have wondered how you are feeling? We have been having some dandy
weather but too dry. We have had a nice rain today but don't believe it has soaked in
very much as yet.  Our corn looks fine on two fields but on a third the seed did not
come good so think we will repiant it this week. It's pretty late but maybe late fall will
be in order this year.

it doesn't seem as if haying time is so near here but they say we should get at it
after next week so | suppose we'll have to. We have a lot of ground to cut over and
think the big barn will be more than full. Just hope we can have some decent weather.

Edmund and Emma and the children were out last week and Carleton went
back with them for a while. It seems a little short with only two youngsters arocund.
E & E are planning to build a new house this summer. Marian took her first regents
examination last week. [t was Geography. We haven't heard whether she passed it
or not. They don't look too well on the country pupils in Truxton but we are hoping that
she may getit. ! promised her a dollar if she passed.

Hope you are much improved and that you've had that chicken dinner. Just as
soon as you can come we'll have all you need. Must close with Lots of Love.
Wilburn

186






16--Postmarked July 27, 1927, Truxton, NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 North Main St, Orange, Mass

W.H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Wednesday Morn.
Dear Mother:-
The milk train is just going toward Truxton, Bernard and Matt our Finish

hired man have gone with the milk while Florence and Marian are getting breakfast so
it seems that Carleton is the only one who is not down stairs at 6:15 but we haven't

been up a great while.

All have worked with the idea of getting something done this haying. We are
drawing from the hill now which makes it a little slower and harder. Last night we had
ninety loads in the barn with about thirty left to draw so you see we are getting along
nicely. Generally we don't get done to way along in Aug. But this year with good
weather we will finish next week. Geo. William went home Saturday after spending
three weeks here.

i expect to go back to Owego next Monday but i dislike to very much. | hate to
be away from here and only hope that we make our business so that it will seem best
to stay on the farm. Had a letter from Mr. Blanchard the Farm Bureau Agent at Owego
yesterday and he said he had arranged three meetings for next week. One at Newark
Valley, Berkshire and Richford. So you see we will be on the lecture plattorm next
week.

Vance drove in here Sunday night and staid over night leaving at 6 in the
morning for ithaca where he is taking simmer school. He has had two or three more
weeks over there. He said all the family was coming to Herkimer in a couple of
weeks. He said Frances came up in a Marmon car.  While Atlee has a Dodge.
Vance an old Ford and | have an old Buick. Quite a variety. Uncle Bernard has a
Rickenbacker. So you see there is a diversity of likes & ideas.

There doesn't seem to be much to write about. We received another milk check
on the twenty fifth showing that we made over a 1000 Ibs a day for May & June but
they are shrinking just now so it won't make so much difference in the check.

We are wishing you many happy returns of the twenty-ninth and that you may
come this way soon. Wish we might drop in and see you.
Love to you from all here
Wilburn-
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1-- Post marked November 26, 1928, Truxton, NY--written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother,
Had thought Wilburn would have time to write tonight but he has gone to
Linckiean to take our new hired man, or rather boy, over to get his clothes. Heis justa
young lad but hope he will be of some help.

It is a real snappy night out and with just enocugh snow to look even colder. Did
not get out to church but did for Sunday School. Guess | was just too lazy about
crawling out in the morning.

Wilburn finished the inspection work for the Dairymen’s League on
Wednesday. He had been gone almost every day for a week doing it. It took him
over on the Scott Road and way up thru Sempronius and to Lake Como. Monday |
went as far as Homer with him and spent the day at Aunt Carrie’'s. Ada washed and
waved my hair, then took me to Cortland to do a few errands. After that we all went
over to Arnold's Greenhouses to see the chrysanthemums. They were gorgeous and
thousands of them all colors. They supply trade in Syracuse, Auburn and some in
other places. They surely were a sight worth seeing.

Got home that night and found Carleton had had an accident on the way home
from school but came out of it with only a slight bruise. So guess he sails under a
lucky star. He fell off from a load of wood and the back wheel passed over him.
Can't see why it did not hurt him terrible but | guess he is tough. He did not go to
school the next day but has been every since and feels fine.

Thursday | was in Cortland afl day to a Home Bureau meeting, went up and
had dinner with Mother Emma. Was down again yesterday buying clothes for the
boys--a new suit for Carleton, shoes for both of them and over shoes for Carleton. It
was a rather strenuous afternoon.

We are expecting to go over to Aunt Clara’s for Thanksgiving. Have invited my
family here for Friday evening. You got back to Orange the day you left almost as soon
as we got back to Truxton. We shopped, did not get back until quite a bit after five.

Marian has tests again this week. Bernard is fine and for couple days they had
a grand time sledding. Mrs. Smith is fine. A friend brought her back this afternoon so
did not have to meet the bus. School seems to be going right along with Duane still
having his share of troubles.

It is getting late so will get the fires fixed up and think Wilburn will be here.
Love from all,
Wilburn and Florence
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notes 1928

As these 1928 letters did not start until November, am assuming that Grandma Potter
had spent some time In Truxton and therefore no letter writing. | also believe
this was the year that Wilburn spent much time in Onondaga County testing for
tuberculosis as he did in Tioga County---bwp

11-26-28

Dairymen’s League--Cooperative owned by farmer’s to market milk

Ada--Aunt Ada Bean--lived with Aunt Carrie Aliport at 87 S. Main St, Homer and

operated a beauty parlor there.

Home Bureau---in the beginning an organization of rural women for the purpose of
helping them improve their skills in home making. This is the first of many
references of Florence’s involvement.

Duane--- 7

12-10-28

Carley and Anna’s---Carley and Anna Feeter--neighbors and friends

Stocks--referring to investments in Kennecott Copper

12-22-28

Henry---Henry Pollard, husband of Cousin Lucy. Grandma Potter lived in an upstairs
apartment in Pollard's home--after Aunt Esther’s death

down at school---district school Wicksville

12-29-28

John's---John Feeter, John and Isabelle's son, buddy and lifetime friend of Bernard,
lives in Lockport today
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2-Jetter written by Florence

Monday P.M.

Dear Mother,

Wilburn has written all the news, | guess, but want to say thanks for the lovely
things you sent for Christmas. Is seems as tho’ you did too much.

The package containing the bedspreads came today in the mail. Many thanks.
They are very acceptable.

The children are all in school again today. They are keeping very well and am
in hopes they will keep it right up. Guess they will if | keep a supply of cod liver oil on
hand.

Made Marian a dress the week before Christmas. It is rose colored flannel and
very becoming to her.

There is a postponed Home Bureau meeting this afternoon at Nellie
Woodward's. Grace just called me and said Bernice wouid come for me so guess |
shall have to hurry.

Wonder if you have decided to come out when Mrs. Hazzard'’s sister leaves.
You haven't said how you were feeling but judged you were out by the places you
have been going. Must get the dishes done.
Love from All,
Florence
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4--Post marked February 7, 1929-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

W. H. POTTER. D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Wednesday Eve.
Dear Mother -

As the hour is late will pen a few lines that you may know of our doing the
routine work together with drawing the mitk to Homer. Thought we would have a
picture of the truck so you could see what it looks like. Florence has gone to the card
club tonight at Marlea Root’s. She lives very near the M.E. Parsonage. We went to
the Grange Card Party last week but don't know whether will go this week or not. |
drew the milk yesterday and didn't get home until late as we had some work done on
the truck.

Florence and | were in Cortland and Homer Friday. [t was a terrible day, very
windy. We have finally laid the coupe up and now the touring car doing its bit. A little
windy but aiways goes.

The children seem to be as well as usual, Marian comes home nearly every
night, sometimes she goes on the truck in the A.M. and then again on the Bus.
Carleton and Bernard seem to be having lots of fun in the snow, sliding, plowing and
rolling. We seem to have plenty of snow in our yard but now | suppose the sun will
begin to be higher and higher every day.

See in today's paper the Kennecott went up to 163--another $50 or $60 day |
suppose. | also see the Gen Motor (New) is coming up a littte. 1 am very much
interested to see what the increase of stock will do Kennecott Copper. Wonder if you
will get the same dividend this time.

Wonder how you are feeling now. Talked with Mr. Hazzard the other day.
Mrs. H. had not been feeling well. Guess Aunt Jessie stays until the middle of Feb.
Emma H. has been having quite a sick time | guess. Was in bed several days and was
pretty wobbly for a while but guess she's much improved now.

Don't forget that a good juicy steak will help a lot, also that lamb chops are awful
good for you and that they won't hurt your pocketbook a bit. A littie chicken will help
some.

Wish you were where you could drop in tonight maybe you wili soon. Must
close and go to bed as morning will soon be here.

Love to you
from all the Truxton Potters
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6--Post marked March 21, 1929 Truxton, NY-—-written by Marian Potter to her grandmother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 North Main St. Orange, Mass

Truxton, New York
March 20, 1929

Dear Grandma,

We're having quite a time here with measles and chicken pox. | have measles.
| came home from school with them Friday night.  I'm getting along very nicely. | have
been in bed since | got home but the doctor said | could get up. Carleton has the
chicken pox. There’s quite a bit around. | had my six weeks test Thursday and Friday
50 | didn’'t miss my tests.

Mother has charge of the Easter program at the church. She’s making crepe
paper hats for some of the little ones in their drills.  Blue, yellow, purple and pink hats
with yellow pon pons on them. They're real cute.

The weather’s pretty good. It rained a little this afternoon. The sap runs pretty
good. One of the girls brought me a cake of sugar the other morning. Emma and
Muriel Knupp came up to see me a few minutes last night before they went over to
practice their dialogue. Mother had to go to drill them.

Carleton has stayed home from school yesterday and today. | went to the show
last Wednesday night. | saw ‘Lilac Time'. It was real good. | went with one of the
girls down at school. Her name is Arla Miller.

Linus Smith is working for us now. We have Mr. and Mrs Smith. Mrs. Smith
comes in to talk when she gets home from school. Talks about school work.

| am corresponding with a girl in Washington. Her name is similar to mine. it's
Maisie Potter.

Our Easter vacation starts a week from Thrusday night. | don't know just how
long we have. The boys get out Monday night but neither are going the rest of the
week.

When are you coming out? | think | have written enough for me so will close.

With Love
Marian

202






8--Post marked May 10, 1929, Cortland NY-- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter. 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER. D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Monday Eve

Dear Mother:-

| have been writing several days to let you know that we are all well and just as
busy as ever. Thanks for the birthday check. It seems that the days go by so fast.
Just at present we are very low on help having only the tenant man. While a week ago
we had three. Started the milking machine last night, the first since last July but it got
so we couldn’'t do it with the men I've had lately. Sunday morning | milked 21 while
the other fellows only got 17. We have been very busy with the milk hauling and the
social duties. | was in Syracuse one day last week. Grange card party one night and
Dairymen's League meeting Saturday night. Florence took in the Bridge party,
Grange and Dairymen's League. Tomorrow night is the annual school meeting as
well as the district meeting of the Dairymen's League. During April, we hauled about
200,000 Ibs of milk to Homer and iooks like more for the next two months anyway.

You know we have been talking a good used car for a long while, well we think
we have found a car that fills the bili but cost just a little more than we wanted to put in.
But about the same as a new Ford or Chevrolet. It is a Studebaker Four Door Sedan
1928 mode! “Commander” and has been run only a few thousand miles, owned by a
private party and sold only to settle an estate. While the car seils new for $1675.

They have been asking $300 and $1000 but we have been able to buy for $800. Now
will you take my Dairymen’s League Certificates which pay 6% and send me enough
cash to buy the car. Its an auto which we all can enjoy and proud to own. If you can
do this please do it right away. We expect to come out to Orange soon after we get
this car.

| see the Kennecott is taking a spurt again. Don't you think it might be
advisable to sell if it nets 100? You have made a nice commission whether it goes
higher or not. It don't seem possibie that it could go much higher.

Must close and go to bed as 4.15 comes rather quickly.

Love from all
Wilburn
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2--Post marked July 7, 1930, Truxton, NY--writien by Bernard Potter to his Grandmother
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, New York
July 7, 1930

Dear Grandma:

| have been having measles this last week. When | came down with the
measles | was out Auntie Emmas. [ laid on the back seat all covered up coming home
Monday morning when we came home. We left Carieton out with George William till
the fourth of July. | was not able to go down to Aunt Carries for fourth of July but | got
and went out doors and shot off some firecrackers. Now l've got to go down to the
barn. They are unloading hay now.

Yours very truly

Love Bernard

the following is a note, on the same ietter, written by Florence

We seem to be usually busy George is here with us now. Have only two men in
the house here now but one in the tenant house.

Bernard is feeling quite good again but rather thin. Our early peas will be
ready the last of the week. Am trying to get at the washing this morning but seem to
be slow at it.

Glad you had a nice trip up country. How is Myrtie?

Love from all
Florence
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4--Post marked Dec. 1, 1930, Homer, N.Y --written by Wilbum to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 43 Webcavet Ave, Ariington, Mass

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother:-
I am both ashamed and disgusted with myself for delaying writing so long only
hope you will forgive me.

We are all seated around the dining room table, Florence at my left writing to
Frank and Nellie Bean, Bernard is writing to you, Marian working on some green
paper and Carleton reading a book of puzzies and general information. Florence has
just talked with Emma at East Rochester and they called up a couple nights ago. We
just had a telephone call from Auburn telling of the death of Chas. Kingsbury a former
friend and neighbor of years gone by.

This fall has passed so swiftly and we've been so busy that it does not seem
that we are nearly to our shortest day. | have just finished retesting the accredited
herds in Truxton, that together with the milk hauling, milking, farming and many other
duties has kept us on the jump mostly.

Mother Emma and W.L. Bean were married on Thanksgiving day and have
gone to Florida for the winter, starting off in a brand new Frankiin Sedan. We are to
have a very small Xmas this year as Frank and Nellie will not be there nor Emma and
Edmund. Wish you might drop in.  We went to Rochester to the National Grange
meeting. It was just grand well worth the time and energy. Mrs. Hilton, Mrs. Beattie
and Mrs. Garner went with us and we certainly had a splendid time. | don't believe
Roy and Hattie would have regretted the trip if they had come.

Marian has had a most wonderful trip as girl representative of the 4-H Clubs of
Cortland County at the National Convention at the National Livestock Show in
Chicago. She was gone nearly a week and of course it was a wonderful experience.
Will try and have her write the details of the trip. Believe me she was tired when she
returned.

We had a great trip with Edmund and Emma when we went to new York. Left
home Friday morning and back Monday night. Went to Binghamton to Carbondale
then to Port Jervis then thru the Bear Mountain Park over the Bridge and down the
East side of the Hudson to Hastings for a six thirty dinner. Saturday we did New York.
Went clear down to Battery Park and the Aguarium, went to John Wannamakers, then
up town to the Chrysier Building, up 71 stories, the public library, Woolworths, out to
dinner at night to Roxy's Theater at night. Sunday we visited, went over to White
Plains, down to Yonkers to see Gerald and Lorraine (the new bride).

Monday morning we started for home at Seven, went down thru New York to
the Holland Tunnel over Jersey then looked up Aunt Jessie, then Uncle Raymond. He
wasn't home but Aunt Nollie (sp) was there. Finally we left for home about 10:20. Had
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5--No envelope--Written by Bernard Potter to his Grandmother, Marion E. Potter, December 14, 1930

Truxton, N.Y.
December 14. 1930

Dear Grandma:

Carleton and | have been cutting brush down by the river where we have been
trying to make a skating pond. Carleton was elected secretary of the new 4-H club.
We are having are Christmas exercises up to school and | have 4 parts without my
piece. And|am in 2 up to the church. We are going to have our play up to schoot a
week from next Tuesday. And the one up to the church is on next Sunday night.

| must go to bed now and hope that you have a Merry Christmas.

Love
Bernard

notes 1930

6-2-30
Knupp---Sam, widower friend of Gertrude Smith, Wicksville teacher

8-8-30

spring is still running---water for the farm came from a spring on the hillside

Dorothy Curtis--now Dorothy Brooks, Truxton

Lillian---Woodward , friend of Marian's lived in Truxton, daughter of Ernest & Nellie

Elizabeth Freeman--dear H.S. friend of Marian, known as Peggy, father Allen
Freeman, lived in Blodgett Mills

12-1-30

Mother Emma and W. L. Bean---Step Grandma Emma Bean remarried William L. Bean
of McGraw--a cousin type of Grandfather William J. Bean

seventh of October, a special day, Wilburn's and Florence's anniversary, married 1914
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3--Post marked June 3, 1931, Cortland, N.Y .--written by Wiiburn to
Mrs. Marian W. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Evening

Dear Mother:-

The people in our dining room have been having a terrible time.
Schuyler sits at the Northeast corner, Mike, our lrishman sits next with a straight pipe in
his mouth. Then comes Waliace, a redheaded Englishman writing to his girt in
Rochester, he is from Canada, is stone deaf from injury received in the War. He draws
a pension from the English government. Then Florence next writing to Leah Day who
is now in Clifton Springs after a very serious break down. | was on the couch but she
made me get up and start this jetter. Florence had a glass of water to make me get up
and | spilled most of it on Mr. Roberts.

This has been a very wet rainy Sunday starting some time in the night and quite
a bit today. It's just what we need. Have over twenty acres of corn planted and some
of it is just sticking thru the ground. Finished it Friday. Have only a little more to plant,
then cuitivating and haying. Our grass is heavy this year. Don’t think haying will be
s0 hard this year for help is pientiful. John Rich went in May and went to work for Geo.
Young but only staid a few days. We have a man in the tenant house the first since
last December. They are a good couple, no children, he runs the Brockway and she
makes Florence extra good help so hope they stick a while. We are milking by hand
this summer, 44 now and have had over 1100 Ibs this month but the price is so much
less that it hurts. The hauling however has been good, drawing nearly 4-1/2 tons a
day so our income isn’'t completely shut off yet.

Marian has been busy in school and with 4-H work. She's been in a play that
the 4-H Council has been putting on in different towns. She has stayed in Cortland a
couple of nights for the past several weeks. Doesn't seem as if school would soon be
out for another year and then she’ll be ready for her last year in High School. Carleton
will take regents in Arithmetic and Geography and Spelling. The boys each have the
bicycles fixed up again and have been having a great time riding in the barn today.

Edmund and Emma and family were out last Saturday and Sunday staid up
here Saturday night. Edmund's business has been cut quite a bit by the depression
also the value of property is a lot less. He says fellows that used to get $50-$75 a
week have been cut to $25-$30 so naturally if they have obligations they don't have
much money to waste. Mr. Hazzard is some better but tires easy. | wonder if the
bottom has been reached. Edmund seems to be rather dubious about it.

Florence and Marian have a considerable number of flowers planted at the
North and West of the house. The spireas on the east have been a regular snowbank
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4--Post marked July 18, 1931, Cortland, N.Y. addressed by Wilburn, written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada % John Cowan RD Ii

Saturday P.M.
Dear Mother,

Suppose you will be looking for a letter but every one around here seems to be
s0 busy. That is, every one but me and | don't have much ambition yet. Am coming
fine but of course it takes time. The baby seems to be doing fine, for a couple of days
now he has slept mostly which is helping him of course. We have named him Willard
Harmon so will be W. H. Potter again.

He got here Wednesday night 8:45 which was 2-1/2 weeks before we expected
him. Of course we are glad it is over.

Wilburn is busy in haying and now the iate peas are nearly ready. They have
taken in Chautaugqua some this week. The boys have to go and look at baby brother
pretty often. Have a very nice nurse and Marian is doing the house work.

Carleton passed all his regents but English and he did not try that. Think he did
well.

Why don’t you come this way back from Canada and make us a visit? Perhaps
Wilburn could get you part way home from here--maybe all. Hope you are having a
nice visit.

Love from all
The Potters
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6--Post marked Sept. 14, 1931, Homer, N.Y --written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, D. V. M.
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

9:30 P.M. Sunday Evening

Dear Mother -

{ am writing now before | do another thing. Time slips so fast | don’t know where
it goes. It just seems as if this has been the busiest and shortest summer | ever
passed. Yes, the baby has grown guite well for one of ours. He has gained every
week except one and that one he heid his own. Think he gained from 4-10 ounces
each week. He is generally very good at night. Florence feeds him at our bed time
and ordinarily once in the night around 2:00 a. m. and then not again until 5 or 6 a.m..

This has been the hottest summer ever. For the last severai days the mercury
has been between 80-100 and we've had bumper crops of hay and corn. The big
barn is full of hay as well as the first smail one and aiso have ali my pea vines (28 truck
loads) to feed this winter. Generally I've drawn them back and fed them in the
summer. We haven'i filled the silos yet but will start this week. Think we will have a
jot more corn than we can get in by refilling. It's a great crop in this section. Oats were
poor here but | didn't have any to thresh and made them into hay. The cows have
milked good this summer, but of course the price is low, but of course feed and labor
are off some. Feed is the lowest since I've farmed for myself. Many feeds at about
$20. or less a ton.

Carleton started school in Truxton this fall. A big bus picks up ali the kids from
Chening and brings them back. A brand new Reo on this route seating 36. Bernard
goes to the littie school and | think he is the big boy of the school anyway he is the
most advanced. it does not seem possible that our girl has started her last yet in
C.H.S. but such is the case. She is a wonderful girl and knows how to do things.
While Florence was sick she took the responsibility of doing things. Had the breakfast
ready at six o’clock when necessary. She has been riding this afternoon with Richard
Space so you see she is getting along in more ways than one.

Had a good visit with Maniey and Aunt Ida. Thought perhaps Uncle B. and
Manley would stop on their way back to Pitisburgh but haven't seen them yet. Am a
little surprised at the way you and Aunt Ida must have talked and acted while you were
in Holyoke.

During August | tested 525 cattle for the State beside the regular duties. That

netted a little over $200. Think that | have around 700 head 1o test between now and
Dec. 1st. So that'fl help some.
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7--Post marked Sept. 15, 1931, Truxton, NY--written by Carleton Potter to his Grandmother
Mrs. Marion E. Petter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Truxton, New York
September 15, 1931

Dear Grandma,

| guess you will get quite a shock when you get a letter from me. Daddy has
been trying to get me to write you all summer.

To begin with | have passed all my regents to get in to High School except
English. | have finally decided to go to Truxton School instead of Cortland. Up here
they have lessons on any instrument, so | wondered if you would stitl send me the
clarinet and if you will send it right along as the lessons began Monday.

in August | went to Camp Spaulding on Cincinnatus Lake. | was there for one
week. The place where the swimmers went was off from a diving board was 15 ft. The
shallowest it was 10 ft. | was a swimmer. A swimmer was classed as one who could
swim 100 yd.

For the past 3 or 4 weeks we have had no rain.

All | have to do now is to step in a bus and ride right to school. The bus | ride in
is a brand new Reo 30-35 passenger school coach.

| have started my music lessons again down to Cortland.
Willard is growing like a weed one week he gained 10 oz.
As it is almost school time 1 will say good by.

Carleton
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3---Post marked October 31, 1932, Homer, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St., Orange, Mass

Passed Censorship
Sunday Evening
Dear Mother -

Hope you can stand the shock but as | have just finished making out a few T.B,
test reports and Florence is writing to Marian will pen a few lines before going to bed.
Will have finished testing 406 head of cattle in 12 herds without a reactor this past few
days. Quite a record for a town as badly infected as we were six years ago. | have
tested a few cows each month since Aug. including November. The state cut our pay
nearly 1/3 but still is a lot more remunerative than some agricultural pursuits. This has
been a very very busy summer and summer has just flown. We have four men now,
three in the house but expect to have less shortly as Brown has moved up to the
Woodward Farm and Leo Newton, another married man, is going into the tenant
house as it is painted a little.

We are all very well now had just a “twist” with our stomachs the other day but
now that is over. Willard is very active and full of everything. Today he got hold of the
button box and dumped them all out. Then sat down in the middle of them to play. He
delights to travel up and down stairs. But he's 0.k. and everyone makes of him. Think
he looks more like Marian than any of the others. Bernard is 0.k. his arm came out
alright and he is enjoying school at Truxton. No worry about walking any more as the
bus picks him up and brings him home. Carleton is busy studying at the table. Think
he is beginning to stretch up a bit and his voice is huskier than it used to be.

Guess Marian has told you of her doings. Think she is getting on as any her
age can. She seems to be active over there as here and Cortland so she doesn’t have
time to be lonesome. We have been over there once and the Freemans brought her
home two weeks ago and we took her back that night. The McKinneys from McLean
were her for dinner that Saturday. We thought of going over today but time was too
short.

The Browns start in the morning for Pennsylivania to get some more of their
household goods. He hasn't missed any time since he came here before. He's
always here in the morning and always willing and don't drink. She has helped
Florence when wanted.

The couple that are going in the yeliow house seem to be fine. Leo has lived
with us for two months and is a good all round country boy, born and raised in
DeRuyter. Florence is more than busy with Chairmanship of the Home Bureau and so
much here at home. She is in a play that they are putting on over to church. “Two
Days to Marry” is the title. We have a new minister Mr. Ernest Devine, an Englishman.
Has four children a boy seventeen, one a littie older than Carleton and 2 girls younger.

At present are making nearly 16 cans of milk a day. Think we have over S0
head of cattle and five horses. Figure we have considerable over 200 ton of hay and
300 ton of corn to feed them. Painted the barn this year look lots better. Think this will
be all you can stand for one time so will close for now with

Lots of Love from all, Wilburn
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5---Postmarked Dec 5, 1932, Cortland, NY--written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orahge, Mass

Sunday Eve.

Dear Mother:-

While two other members of this family are sleeping and Florence is
writing to brother Howard who is in Wisconsin and Carleton is writing to Marian who is
in Sage Dormitories | will pen a few lines to you.

We have had some very severe weather but the last few days have been very
much like fall, the mercury going to fifty or better today and only a few days ago it was
below zero. The thermometer you sent us is so handy | fook at it in cold weather very
often. Today the Woodward family were over for dinner. Ernest, Nellie, Florence
Lillian, Carleton, Christine and five of our family sat down for the Sunday repast. Went
to church this morning while Carleton staid with the baby.

The minister is an Englishman and has some brogue as he has only been over
here a few years. He is very officious in his ways and caused some misunderstanding
when he first arrived in Truxton.

Our Mr. Brown took our truck and moved his household goods from up near
Munnsville. He has four children.

This past week has been rather busy for Florence. She has been in a play "Two
Days to Marry” for the church. Practice was Monday night and the play Tuesday and
Wednesday. There was a whale of a ot of hard work on the part of a few to make less
than fifty dollars. Home Bureau and Emergency Relief have taken a lot of time.
Sunday last she started out about six o'clock with Willard and Carleton to take Marian
to Ithaca. Also Peggy Freeman was with with them. Coming back they had plenty of
trouble with two flat tires and didn't get here until after one. It was terrible cold but |
guess they are none the worse for it now.

The Home Bureau was given $700. by the Supervisors this year, last year
nothing. That will not be enough to hire a leader so | expect there will be an extra
amount of work falling on the Executive board. Marian came home Wed. for
Thanksgiving and staid until Sunday P.M.  Thinks she comes the fifteenth of
December for Xmas. George Wm. comes the tenth.

E & E were in Canton for the Clarkson game. Edmund said he drove around
town and finally went up Judson St.  They drove in the night getting there about three
in the A.M. Think they averaged over forty miles an hour. They went up with the
Principal Morgan from East R.  Mrs. Burke was the Burke's daughter, he having run
the old American house.

We have oniy one man in our house now. Just think some times we only have
three for dinner. Both the tenant men go on the truck so it does rush Florence quite
so much in the A M. The trucks started going late the first of December. We are

228



milking about sixty cows by hand. Four milkers except when Carleton and Bernard
milk some at night. One of the fellows didn't show up until after six the other morning
so | had to call the boys.

Think you better send the violin for Bernard. Don't seem as if he could come
aiong as fast as Carleton has on the Clarinet. We rented a violin for the first quarter of
school. Think I'll sign off now but perhaps will write some more later.

It is now after ten a.m. Monday a little colder. Mrs. Brown is helping wash. |'ve
been up street attending to some school affairs and Florence is ready to go to
Cortland. Don’t forget about the violin as we rented one for three months and the time
is about up. Better let Henry put it in a light wooden box so that it will not get damaged.

Have some inspection also some T.B. testing to do. Thinking I'li go to Scranton

after coal some day this week.
Love from all
Wilburn
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6---Post marked December 31, 1932, Truxton, NY--Written by Florence, Wilburn and Bemard to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

[Bernard’s letter] Truxton, New York
December 24, 1932
Dear Grandma,

The violin arrived here safely and in good condition Tuesday the 13th. [ took it
to Cortland and had it strung Saturday. The case is all right and | do not have to get
another case. We are out of school now out of school for two weeks. Last Sunday the
tenant house burnt up. Thursday the Brockway slid off the driveway when it was
coming out to go on the route and had to get tackles from down to Cortland to pull it
out. Willard has had the grip for about two days. Last night Daddy came up to the
house about milking time and awful sick. He went to bed and we called the doctor. He
decided it was some stuff he was putting on the cows and absorbed enough of it it to
poison him. He is better this morning. | think this is all of the bad news. We are
getting fifteen cans of milk now. There are about twelve other cans on the Ford that
are not our own. So you see that we are getting most of the milk on the Ford’s route.
There is about seventy cans of milk altogether with both trucks. Wednesday night we
down to the exercises at the school where | used to go. There is ten pupils there now.
| got up at half past five and milked six cows.

(no signature)

Friday Evening

Dear Mother,

Bernard has a letter written to you some where around here but will start a fresh
one. My Christmas thank you'’s are very slow in being done, but now that | am feeling
better perhaps they will go along faster.

Have had a good case of grippe but am feeling pretty good again. Was out this
afternoon for the first for a week. Baby and Wilburn had it last week so you see we
haven't had much time for writing. Your Christmas box came fine but we did not get
them until Christmas day. We all thank you so0 much but it seems you must have out
done yourself. Wonder if it would be possible to change the baby's rompers for
something larger. | guess he could get them on now but am afraid after a washing or
two he wouldn't be able to wear them at all. They are so pretty. However if you didn’t
get them in Orange don't fuss about it. He is quite a boy and seems to grow so fast.

Are Rob and Lovey home again? How is Cousin Lucy? In the store tonight? |
met Miss Day, Leah was coming down for her and she was going up there for supper
tonight. She was looking quite well | thought.

Guess Bernard told you in his letter that our tenant house burned a week
ago last Sunday. She (thr tenant) did not know it until some one stopped and told her.
She just lost control of herself. | brought her down here as soon as | could get up
there but guess the mischief was done. She went up to the hospital last Friday night
and when her baby came it was dead, had been several days. They are a young
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couple and it was their first baby and they had made quite plans for it.

It has been good to have Marian home but it hasn't been much of a vacation for
her altho iI've had Mrs. Brown every day this week but Monday.
Best wishes for a Happy New Year
Florence
following written by Wilburn

Guess this is a community letter. Just seems as if our business keeps up so
fast. | went to Carbondale for a load of coal Wed. and didn't get back until tonight
because of truck trouble. Carleton was with me. Have been testing cows. it has been
so mild here, this week that it doesn’t seem like the first of January. Every warm day
makes the winter so much shorter. Bernard was more than pleased with the violin
and Carleton was tickled with the Clarinet duet book.

Love, Wilburn

notes 1932
6-6-32
farm of Mrs. Woodward---rented the farm now owned by Pooles--bordered our farm on
the north
7-28-32

Many happy returns---Grandma's birthday--July 29

trip to Canton---celebrating Wilburn's 20th reunion from Canton Ag School 1912
(S.L.A.--St.Lawrence Academy)

Helen and Neil--Parker, lifetime friends from Canton days

Aunt Veva--Sister of Wilburn D, Bernard U and Wendell Potter

Fred Storrs--Veva’s husband’s family-—-her husband Burton Storrs taught Brown U.

10-31-32

Bernard's arm came out alright----broken wrist, driving truck!

11-21-32

Florence’s birthday--11-9-1891

76 Lincoln---Cortland Home of Grandma Emma Bean and her sister Aunt Cora Gilbert

Bob and Lovie--Harrington cousins of Wilburn-- son Leonard is same age as Willard

12-5-32

Judson Street, Canton is mentioned---the Potter homestead may be on this street.
Marion and Wilburn D. Potter lived there after he came from the sanatarium at
Ray Brook

Howard in Wisconsin--Howard Bean separated from Elizabeth in Virginia--moved to
Wisconsin and worked in lumber and logging mills

Woodward family--mentioned severai times--close friends in Truxton

the minister--Rev Ernest Devine

12-31-32

tenant house burned---the couple living there was Laura and Leo Newton. They were
two of our favorite persons to ever work on our farms.
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3---Post marked November 6,1933, Truxton, New York--- written by Wilburmn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter , 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Nov. 5, 1933
Dear Mother:-

We have just returned from a drive to Apulia, Pompey, Jamesville. Orwel,
Cicero, North Syracuse, Mattydale, Syracuse University down the valiey to Homer to
take Aunt Carrie home and now we are here after having junch over there. | stopped
in Cicero to see some small colts that are to be sold at auction tomorrow. | have one
that I'd like to let go and they are selling high. Aunt Carrie came up Thurs. Went to a
Scout Supper that night also to school board meeting until 11P.M. after that burglars
broke into the school but didn’t get anything. Friday night they went to a Home Bureau
meeting at Cuyler and a Sunday School class social at night for Florence’s boys. Sat.
to Cortland to get Marian and the 4-H boys returning from 4-H Achievement day.
Marian came up to supper and then we took her to ithaca before 10:30.

The fail has just flown, had a iot of potatoes for us nearly 550 bu at home and
then bought 350 more so now we have enough for a while. The meadows have been
very green this fall and there was more hay harvested in Oct. than | ever saw before.
Bloomfield has some dandy alfalfa. Our tenant house is progressing rapidly now.
Have the first floor and frame nearly completed and this week hope to get the roof
rafters up. Of course we have to tear down the other building before we can go ahead
much further with the house. We are making 12-14 cans of milk daily now.

The Parkers staid over night with us two weeks ago. They came down to see
James and took in the Syracuse-Cornell game. Had a good visit. Their whole family
was here for dinner as well as W.L. and Emma and Cora on Sunday. Neil took James
back to lthaca and then went home Sunday night.

Mr. Freeman visited Peggy a week ago today. If we hadn’t had so much on we
should have come along with him but the potatoes weren't all out so tho't it best not to
attempt it. Perhaps we can make it later with him. He went by Springfield to Worcester
to Wellsley and back the same way. He didn't intend to make it all the way home in
one day but finally arrived here when we were eating supper. Brought Willard a
topcoat from Jordan Marsh Co.

Wonder how Maniey is coming? Wonder if he will be coming home for
Thanksgiving? Wonder if you are eating in Orange as usual? Don't know what we are
going to do yet. Someone said the Hazzards are coming this way. Time will tell
anyway. Will close for now with Lots of Love from all the Truxton Potters.

Wilburn
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4---Post marked Nov. 10,1933, Truxion, New York--- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter , 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Nov. 18, 1933

Dear Mother:-

Don't be alarmed but tho't | would surprise you just once by getting a short letter
off tonight. We have been having a regular winter, six below Thursday a.m. at seven
with more or less snow all the while.

This has been another busy week with testing cows, board meeting etc.
Monday morning had some veterinary work before testing. Tuesday took some of the
Boy Scouts to Syracuse at night. Wednesday, board meeting. Thursday night
Cortland with Florence. Florence has been just as busy with the Home Bureau, the big
event of the week was the dinner the Home Bureau Executive Committee served the
Supervisors between 25-30 eating a low cost meal 13 cents each. Sold a pair of
horses and harness so went to the city yesterday, bought another new harness.
George Beard went with me. The ladies met yesterday with Addie Beard for dinner
and work. Had quite a large turnowt. It is very slippery today. Have injected some
more cattle, sold some iron water pipe and inspected one dairy.

Florence went to Cortland this afternoon to get the much needed foot wear for
the boys. Had a letter from Marian yesterday. Seems to be rather busy with all her
activities. Says she is to take in a formal dance in their dormitory. She will be home
for Thanksgiving on Wednesday. Florence had a letter from James Parker stating he
would accept an invitation to Thanksgiving.

You didn’'t answer my question as to your plans for Thanksgiving. Please let us
know in your next. See Aunt ida doesn't intend to go to Portsmouth. Glad Manley has
a steady job again. His love affairs seem to be a little uneven and not too smooth.

It is almost nine o'clock and have a few hen feathers to pull so think I'll say good
night.
Love
Wilburn
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5---Post marked Nov. 29,1933, Truxton, New York--- written by Wilburn and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter . 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Nov. 28, 1933

Dear Mother:-

Just a line wishing you a very happy Thanksgiving from all your Truxton folks.
To be honest with you we had planned to come to Orange to heip you celebrate but
when we went to Buffalo with Ernest and Nellie Sunday and found the roads so
slippery we decided that it would be poor judgment to undertake a 500 mile trip with
our whole family so this will let you know how ciose you came to having a house full.

Now we will go to Aunt Carrie's. James Parker is to be with us. Marian and Jim
come this morning if their plans carry out.

Ernest went to Buffalo on business and so we (alls) went, stopping at East
Rochester both ways for a short visit each night. it was terrible slippery but made the
trip without accident. Perhaps Florence will have a line to add.

{Florence writing)

Guess | have nothing special to add. The birthday package arrived safely.
Guess you had been busy in your spare moments since leaving here. They are lovely.

Guess | have more than a full day ahead of me. Have my living room curtains
ready to stretch, cleaning, baking, and take a sunshine box down to Mrs. Byrd
Freeman--she has had her leg taken off nearly up to her body. Gangerine had set in in
her foot and that was the only thing to do the doctor thought.

Baby talks quite a bit now. Two and three words together now. He is terribly
busy. | have a girl for a few weeks now and | left him with her when we went this week.
The boys are out of school at noon today.

Love from ait,
Wilburn and Florence
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6---Post marked Dec. 21,1933, Truxton, New York--- written by Wilburn and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Wednesday Evening
Dear Mother:- -
Florence has been down to the Wicks school house with Bernard to attend
Xmas Exercises while Carleton is playing Basket Ball over street and | am keeping
watch at home. The day has been rather disagreeable, quite cold this morning then
warming up a little, then mist and rain about three. We know all about it for we started
to put shingles on the west side of the house today and didn't quite finish that side.
Tonight it has snowed a bit so don't know whether we'li be able to go on tomorrow or
not. We are putting two dormer windows on the east side so the two rooms upstairs
will be more pleasant and lighter. Think we will shingle the outside instead of
clapboard. Think we have a nice little house planned so much better than the other -
one. It should be much warmer as it is s0 much better constructed. Brown is boss
carpenter and we are all helpers between chores. Have hired no extra help.

The days pass so fast. last week we held meetings on the school project.
Tuesday night at East Homer and Friday night at Truxton. Friday afternoon we were in
Cortland attending Home Bureau and School affairs. Thursday was Grange Election
and Saturday Mr. and Mrs. Devine and Fiorence and { went to Bailey Hall to hear and
see the “Mikado”. It was so fine but it broke up a night for sleeping for we didn’t get
home until after one. Peggy Freeman came home from Wellsley last week so rode
over to Ithaca to see Marian Saturday night while we were at the play. We took her
home because of the dense fog and slippery roads. Sunday Mr. Freeman and Peggy
came up to dinner. Then that night | went to bed and Florence went to church.

Monday was the day we voted on our school proposition. It went over with a
bang. 252 for the school and 32 against. Of course we must receive Federal aid of
30% of the cost of labor and material and the Government take our bonds at 4% before
we can go ahead. It is very gratifying to feel that the people have so much confidence,
while at other times there had been such a division of opinion.

Florence has been more than busy with her numerous duties. The Home
Bureau has taken a lot of time this fall. The Supervisors finally made an appropriation
of $1,000 for the Bureau $300 more than last year. 1 think it's too bad they couidn't
give enough so they could hire a county leader and thus take a lot of work off of those
who are willing to help push the thing along.

A couple of weeks ago | went to N.Y. on school business and the Sunday
Ernest and Nellie, Florence and | went to East Rochester, Tuesday to Buffalo and back
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to East Rochester and Tuesday home. Ernest wanted to go on business to Buffalo. In
passing it was a fool’s errand but we had a good ride. Guess | wrote this before. So
skip this paragraph.

Think Marian comes home the {ast of the week. We are to have the family here
for Xmas. About twenty this year wish you could be here. George W. is home from
St. Lawrence U. already and expect they'll come out Sunday and stay over Xmas.

Willard is enjoying everything this year and he is learning so fast, talks quite a
bit now and repeats nearly all we say. Puts two or three words together and so | guess
it won't be long before he'll talk plenty. Bernard went to a school party last night and
Carleton took Jane Feeter the Senior class Card Party. Marian was going to a Formal
Party Saturday night so you see our family is growing older with us. Wish you might
enhjoy them more.

This was supposed to be a Xmas letter but guess I've rambled along on most
everything except Xmas. A big Package came today from Orange. | wish you didn't
think you needed to do so much never the less we thank you so much. I'm going to
wish you a Merry Xmas and let Florence add a line.

{Florence writing)

Guess it is late enough, | better say goodnight. Guess | have finished my last
Xmas cards so can go with a clear conscience. Hope you have a happy Christmas
and keep well.
Love from all
Wilburn and Florence
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notes---1933
2-13-33
Ted--Ted Harmon--good worker on the farm
Mrs Newton--Laura Paddock Newton--Leo and Laura great helpers and fiends
Comedy or Tragedy--much fun was had---but the depression very discouraging to all
Home Bureau Banquet---Florence was a leader
Farmers Week--for years the place for farmers to meet and learn ---was Farm and
Home Week at Cornell in February
Leon Atwood--Atwood Orchards--apples and Ayrshires--we remember the beautiful
Macintosh apples they brought to us. Leon classmate of Wilburn at Canton

7-28-33

driving team---building West Hill road, using either a slip scraper or drop bottom
wagon

Table Shop---Marshall Wood building--formerly used as manufacturing furniture---
located on what is now the new cemetery

Grandma Potter’s birthday---July 29, 1870

11-6-33

Parkers---Neil and Helen, sons James and Harold, Wilton, NY. Neil managed the
Metropolitan Life Insurance farm at Wilton connected with the Mr. McGregor
sanitarium. Neil and Wilburn were classmates at Canton Ag School and played
baseball, football and basketball together. sons attended Cornell

11-10-33

George Beard---and Helen, neighbors and close friends, bought the Woodward farm

sold some iron pipe---The Marshall Wood building was steam heated with hundreds of
feet of iron pipe of different dimensions---so Wilburn marketed it at a good price.

hen feathers to pull---scald, then pick feathers from a hen for dinner the next day

11-29-33
birthday package---Florence’s birthday---11-8-1891
Mrs. Byrd Freeman---another Freeman family in Truxton, active in church

12-29-33

shingles on west side---new tenant house, where Willard now lives. Most of the house
was buift with lumber from the Marshall Wood building.
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2---Postmarked Feb. 2, 1934, Cortland, N.Y.--writlen by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

Monday Eve
7156 P.M.

Dear Mother -

The wind is howling and the mercury stands about zero, think it has been
one of the most severe days of this winter. The other time the mercury went to about
22 below here, some lower in other places but there was practically no wind.
Yesterday Harold and Rose went to Lincklean but didn't get back last night so | got
Frank Devine to come over and help with the milking. He and Carleton helped a lot.
This a.m. had a tough time starting the Brockway this morning but finally they got it to
go. The hot water in the house was frozen also the drain under the sink but everything
was O.K. at the barn. We seem to be able to take care of our water system better than
we used to. Know when to piug the holes to keep the heat where it will do some good.

Harold is playing the violin, Bernard is working problems, Carleton is reading
his Scout book

Well this is now Friday morning. | stopped rather quickly the other night for we
had a very hot fire and finally our chimney burned out the whole length. Had the new
chemical outfit from over town come over for safety. Didn't get to bed until 2:00 and
then up every hour to see if everything was all right. Now the chimney works fine but it
did smell everything thru the house with creosote.

We seem to be just as busy as ever. Started CWA project on the school
grounds. Florence is on two committees in Cortland, the Clothing Bureau and
Recreation Project, as well as Home Bureau Chairman. She has an invitation to the
dedication of the new Home Economics building at Cornell. Special invitation and
acknowledgement if you please. Guess we are getting along some.

Wonder if you happen to read of Prof. Smith's death also Mr. Hilton and Wm
Beli of Truxton. Will not write more now but will try and write next week.

Love from all at Truxton
Wilburn
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3--Post marked May 11, 1934, Truxton, New York--- written by Wilburn and Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Sunday Morning
Dear Mother:-

While the rest of the family is at church will start a belated letter to you. | had
planned to go to church but the chores took longer than we expected. It doesn't seem
as if it is the first of May and that we’ve had such a hard, cold winter. We were very
fortunate with our water system for it didn't happen to freeze up. One morning it came
very close but we caught it just in time and then two days after the same thing
happened but it didn’t stop here but at the Woodward place it did freeze. We don’t
have that place anymore for George Beard bought it taking possession the first of April.
Browns are over street and Leo and Laura will move in our new house in two or three
days. It made it very handy to have the other farm but perhaps we'll have plenty
without it.

Last night Florence and the boys went to the subdistrict meeting of the
Dairymen’s League. They played a violin and clarinet duet with piano
accompaniment. Bernard and a Robbins boy played a violin duet at the school play
the other night. Willard is growing so fast you'd like to see him waddling around in his
new overalls. Florence bought 4 year old size. When Florence teaves him with
somebody and tells him to be a good boy. The first thing he says when she comes
back, “Willard good boy while Mother gone”. Leo says he's a reguiar guy and calls
him “a little man”. Marian brought seven of her friends from Cornell two weeks ago
and had a weekend party. Sunday Edmund and Emma and Ruth Ann came making
seventeen for dinner. Yesterday | went to ithaca to get a horse and Marian met us at
the Vet College then she rode to Varna and walked back to Balch. It doesn't seem
possible that she is nearly thru her second year at lthaca.

Your letter was very newsy, very sorry that some of the things had to happen.
Think that the warm sun wili help every one. Don't believe we’'ll need a winter like this
again right away. It takes a lot of vitality and energy to buck so much cold. We had
very little snow this year and the frost went very deep. The pastures are very slow and
the great majority of farmers have bought plenty of hay since January and February.
We delivered two loads five miles the other side of DeRuyter. | could have sold a
hundred ton if it hadn't been for money being so scarce. We have to be careful about
letting people have things they cannot pay for.

Three weeks ago yesterday | had a carload of horses and mules shipped here
from St.Paul. Twenty one in all. I've sold eleven of the carload beside some that have
been traded in. So we've had quite a business with all our other activities.

We have a grading job going on at school moving a lot of gravel and dirt. That
will soon be done now. Friday evening we had a school play.

It is some time later now. Time flies so fast. It is terrible dry and if it doesn’t rain
soon our hay crop will be as short as last year.
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Must close for now hoping the spring sunshine is helping everyone.
Love from
all at Truxton

{Florence writes)

We did not get your note saying you were going to Holyoke until after we had
ordered the plant but perhaps Cousin Lucy cared for it until you returned. How were
the Holyoke folks?

Florence

Manley Potter as a lad
Wilburn’s cousin--Uncle Bernard and Aunt Ida’s son
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4---Post marked June 11, 1934, Truxton, New York--- Speciai Delivery--- written by Wilburh to
Mrs, Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Monday Eve.

Dear Mother -

Just a line to let you know how close you came to having one of us for a
couple of days. Mr. Freeman left for Peggy today and is coming home Wednesday
and if you can come with him you are to call Peggy at Freeman Hall, Wellsley College.
You will have to find out which route they will want to come back and also where you
are to meet them.

We are all well and very busy as usual. We'll be able to take you back after
school is over.
Hastily
Wilburn

Call before Wed. Noon.

Manley Potter---years later
we loved to hear him play the piano
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5---Post marked Aug. 1, 1934, Cortland, New York--- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E Potter , 319 Pleasant St, Holyoke, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Wednesday Morn.

Dear Mother:-

Just a line to let you know that we arrived home safely about seven
everything o.k. here. Traffic very heavy most of the way but especially on that end.
Had no car trouble and didn't roll over two or three times. Of course we were all tired
but think the entire trip was quite successful. Was very glad to find Aunt ida as
comfortable as she was and rather think they were more than fortunate to come out as
good as they did. Had our dinner at Cummington.

We had a severe wind, hail and rain storm Monday afternoon. It shredded our
corn some but many are a great deal worse off than we. In some places the corn is
twisted and rolled. On Mr. Hazzard’s old farm it is terrible.

Last night we drove to Cortland and back by Homer. Stopped at Aunt Carrie’s
so didn't get home ‘til 9:30. Had quite a shower after that.

Breakfast is ready now so will eat and go with the milk. Love from all at Truxton.

Wilburn
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6---Post marked Aug. 13, 1934, Truxton, New York--- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter . 3192 Pleasant St, Holyoke, Mass. (home of Uncie Bernard & Aunt Ida)

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN -
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Afternoon

Dear Mother -

Just a few lines to let you know what we are up to. We have been
working tearing down the old building lately. Could finish it completely this week but
may do other things. Have some T.B. testing to do also some more haying (second
cutting). Hope to start building Uncle Bernard's $2000 garage soon.

Vance is still here but worrying about that he may have hay fever. | hope the _
realization isn't as bad as anticipation. Marian and Bernard are in E. Rochester.

They have straightened out the Greenfield affair by saying that someone gave
their address in care of me but that it had been changed to Orange. | wonder who it
was?

Willard is taking a nap, also Vance. Fiorence is over street, also Charlie and
Carleton. This isn't much of a letter but perhaps it will let you know that we are busy as
usual. Hope Aunt Ida gains fast.

Love
Wilburn -

249



8---Post marked Dec. 31,1934, Truxton, New York--—- written by Wilburm  to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St , Orange., Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother -

Florence has said she will go to bed just as quick as | finish this letter. So
perhaps we can go there by eight thirty. The last three nights have been rather late.
Last night Benj. and Addie Beard were down for supper and played cards until late.
Night before we were over to Woodwards until late and Thursday night was Grange
and it was after midnight that night so you see the nights have been a mere nothing.
Have two men just at present Leo and Charlie. The third one, Ben Bolt by nhame has a
few days off and is on his wedding trip in the North Country near Malone. He married
Cammila Dennison. Half of Dana's girls are married now.

It has been terrible icy here of late. We've been very fortunate with no trouble.
Our cattle are doing fairly well sent nearly 500 gts. of milk this A M. Tested 87 head
last month had three reactors but | have sold several cows lately so have only about
seventy now. Nine horses. So you see we have a few chores yet,

Our garage is progressing rapidly when the weather will permit. About three
days more and we would have the windows all in, the shingling all done and the doors
all hung. We've decided to make a four room apartment upstairs over the garage. Will
cost only a litte more and will make room for another married man. Will try and take a
picture of it and then you can see what it looks like.

The shirts and ties you sent are grand just what we ali need. | had a new suit
this fall so now I'll be well equipped. Our greatest trouble now is to keep fuel enough
ahead. Just seems as if it burns away so fast. They use a pile of wood at Leo’s. Guess
they keep it pretty warm for their young son. Leo’s sister worked here a little whiie but
got married suddenly and only staid a little while after that.

Our school doesn’'t materialize very fast. Hope to be able to start by April first
but that will soon be here.

Had a letter from Uncle Wendell says he's going to Herkimer but didn't say
where. Vance left here for parts unknown. He didn't hitch up well here and now I'm
not surprised that he hasn't gone farther up the ladder of progress. I'm afraid he'll be a
lot worse than his father.

This will let you know that we are all well and busy. Went to Peggy's for dinner
today. Had only twelve here for Xmas dinner.
Love, Wilburn
Many thanks for the slip and towel they are lovely--F.B.P.
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g--The following letter by Marian Bean Potier, Dec 31, 1934 to her Grandmother, Marion E. Potter

Monday A.M.
Dear Grandma,

As long as Mother or Daddy have already written a line, I'll add a few and save
a stamp. Then I'll write more later.

| appreciate the pillow very much and it will be a welcome addition to my room
and will look lfovely on my bed. Mother says she intends to hide it so she can have it.

it is below zero this morning so rather chiily. 1t is beautiful outside though and
the sun is shining gloriously which makes up for a lot. | hope the cold continues even
tho | freeze as we will have skating and tobogganing when | get back to school.

Have to go back next Sunday. Harry is coming over Saturday P.M. and take me
back.

We were all down to Peg’s for dinner yesterday as it was Mr. Freeman’s
birthday. She came up with us as we are going to the city this morming. Don't expect
to get much but want to iook around.

Peg and | have a grand pipe dream. Her spring vacation ends as mine starts so
she is going to persuade her dad to take her back and I'd go with her--see Welisley,
Boston, you, then go on to N.Y. and stay the rest of the vacation with Rita. Sounds
great doesn't it, but---

| suppose you're interested in my Xmas. Had lovely presents. Blouse, two
spoons, bath set, coat hangers,clip, panties, apron, perfume, hankies, atomizer and a
glass tray with a crystal atomizer and toilet water bottle to go withit. O yes and a
purse. Think | fared beautifully.

Must scribble some more lines. Hope you and Cousin Lucy had a nice Xmas.
Happy New Year and Love

from
Marian
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notes 1934

2-2-34

Harold ---Harold Burrows--family lived in Lincklean--great helper and friend.

Rose---Rose Gaines--family lived in Lincklean Center--helped Florence in home--Rose
is aunt of Peggy Bartholomew, Larry’s wife

C.W.A ---one of National Recovery Act public works program--"alphabet soup”

5-11-34
Leo and Laura---Newton, wonderful helpers on farm
Holyoke--Mass., home of Uncle Bernard and Aunt Ida

8-1-34
Mr Hazzard's old farm---on route 13, just before Cortland--Stoughton farm today--
Uncle Edmund grew up on that farm

11-27-34
Webster place--where Carl Hinkle owns today--Leola Hinkle lives there aiso

12-31-34

Dana Dennison---and Lettie--Virginia Barrows and Leola Hinkle's parents. Lynn and
Virginia's farm, next to Webster place. The Dennisons had 12 daughters---then
a son, who was killed in the highway at a very young age--a terrible tragedy
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1---Post marked Feb 11, 1935, Homer, NY----written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Feb 10, 1935
Dear Mother:-

Have just finished iunch of milk and popcorn and Florence says | must pen a
few lines to you. If | had written as many times as i had thought of it the mails would
have been busy. Just seems as if this is a busy life. A week ago Friday we opened
the bids for our new school. The bids were higher than we hoped and so we have
been trying to work out some plan which will be satisfactory to all concerned. Tuesday
| went to Albany to see Mr. Hixson director of Buildings and Grounds at the Education
Building and from there went to the Public Works Administration in New York City.

Staid overnight at Frank and Nellie's and into N.Y. in the A M. Left New York at
5:45 and arrived in Syracuse at midnight so didn’t get home until after one with the
temperature below zero. Next day did some Vet work and had a school board meeting
all the afternoon. Am spending a good deal more time with the school than | should
but some one has to do it and as long as | took the job must try and see the thing thru.

Have sold a number of cows this winter and a few horses. At present have
seventy four head of cattle and a dozen horses so you see we are busy with chores
and cutting wood to keep warm with.

Florence has been more than busy with ail the household duties and Home
Bureau. Last Monday was a meeting of the H.B. Executive Board all day. Tuesday
Pomona Grange met and Florence gave a report on part of the State Grange Program.
This week is Farmers Week at Cornell and will take in some of it. Florence received a
personal Invitation from Director Flora Rose of Home Ec. for Wednesday afternoon.

Don't know whether you knew that the Supervisors have appropriated $2500
for Home Bureau work this year only $700 last. The membership drive has been on
and they have over 525 in the county. They had planned on 500 but now it looks like
over 600.

This isn't a very long letter but will let you know that we are busy and well. The
children are full of work with basket ball and some skating.

Love, Wilburn
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2--No envelope or date, probably around May or June 1935---- written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Eve.
Dear Mother:-

Time goes so fast! We've been so busy but had a fine trip to Mass. and
back and so glad you enjoyed it all. Florence didn’t miss me but missed Willard
terribly. He's a live wire wish | could remember to tell you the things he says. Had a
very successful trip home. Stopped in Shelburne Falls, saw Walter Legate and
Sidney Wood. Think | picked up a few points from Sidney that will help me immensely.
He was sincere and open in his visit. Had our lunch in Albany and Willard had a nap
while | went into the State office building to visit Dr. Lynch. We finally got home about
Six.

Uncle Albert passed away two weeks ago. Edmund and Emma came out, the
first time since last fatl. Frank and Nellie came last week and we had seventeen here
for supper last Sunday night.

I've been very busy with horses this spring. Have sold and traded between forty
and fifty this year so far. Have the best bunch of horses on hand now that | ever had.
Have a three year old colt fit to take to State Fair think he’ll weigh nearly seventeen
hundred now. Have about eighty head of cattle scattered around now. Had two
reactors this last week. Cattle prices have picked up to beat all. Some classes have
doubled in value. | suppose you remember about Kennecott Copper. Have noticed
that we could have netted about $400. on a hundred shares since | visited Orange.
Just looks as if inflation might make and lose for somebody. Milk prices have been lots
better this winter.

We have been doing a lot of trading lately. Have a brand new car and truck and
a new Case tractor and plow. We decided that we might better spend money for new
equipment than putting so much in repairs and wasted time.

Marian made a successful trip to N.Y. and home with Mr. Kitts. She has been
selected to study at the Merrill Palmer School in Detroit next fali. She'll have to tell you
about it. Think there are only two seiected from Cornell. So it's quite and honor as
well as a privilege.

Carleton and Bernard are as busy as can be with work and baseball, tractor and
truck. The St.Louis Cardinals baseball team plays Cornell next Thursday and Bernard
hasn’t let anybody forget about it so | suppose we'il probably be there. Had dinner
with Ernest & Nellie today. Have papered the living room and hall. It looks neat and
fine. Must close with Love from ail at Truxton.

Wilburn
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3---Post marked Nov. 26, 1935, Homer, NY----2 iefters in same envelope written by Wilburn and Florence
1o Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM

TRUXTON, NEW YORK Tuesday Afternoon

Dear Mother:-

| am hoping you will receive this for Thursday. You cannot guess how close we
came to coming to Orange for Thanksgiving but finaily decided it was a little too far for
short a time. Probably you've not seen a paper to let you know that Mrs. WHP is
elected first VicePresident of the New York State Home Bureau. Afso she has been
selected to represent the Central district at the American Farm and Home Bureau
Convention at Chicago the 6-11 of December. Marian has written that she intends to
write a book soon on “How it seems t0 be a daughter of a Celebrity” or “The Rise of
Mrs. Dr. Potter”. So it seems that with everything that we are jumping most of the time.

Yesterday we took Willard down and had his tonsils out. He feels pretty good
today but staid in the hospital last night. We went for him this A.M. When | went for
Florence last night we saw the last of the Will Rogers Pictures, “ In Kentucky” another
one of those good home spun pictures. | have been T.B. testing during October and
Nov. QOur own cattle were injected today. Think we have 104 head of cattle now.
Injected about eighty head in Solon and McGraw this afternoon. We had nearly 1200
bu. of grain this year. Both silos full of corn, three barns full of hay and lots of straw.

Yes | thought many and many times about Copper that we did not buy. We
certainly missed out once. The steady climb that has taken place since last spring
amazes me for many times it has been up and down so much. That profit was badly
needed by all concerned.

Our family seems to be busy as usual. We see Carleton once in a while. He
has been home only once since Sept. and of course Marian won't be home until
Xmas. Think Carleton is becoming more accustomed to Cornell and he finds that
Truxton High School is pretty small potatoes. Think he has a better job than when he
went to Ithaca for he was cleaning Pots & Pans but now is on silverware and glasses.

Bernard is carrying on here. |Is quite interested in basket ball and alt athietics in
general. Knows more about those things than all of the rest of us together. Our school
is progressing rapidly. Think it will be finished early in the new year.

This will let you know that we are just as busy as ever and don't eat too much
turkey. Turkeys are selling for around 30 cents live here and there have been a great
many this year. Must close and start the Delco so we may have lights. We may have
high power this winter. They have the line surveyed out and so probably it’s just a
question of time. Lots of Love,

Wilburn and family
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MRS. WILBURN H. POTTER
TRUXTON, N. Y.

Dear Mother,

The stockings were lovely. Wore one pair yesterday for the first. It seems that |
have had to jump so fast, mentally at least, from one thing to the other. Willard is
feeling rather fussy tonight but guess another day will make a great difference.

Carleton comes home tomorrow PM to stay until Sunday. It will seem good to
have him home.

Two weeks ago, the Sat. of my birthday we went to Wiiton and staid over night.
Harold went with us too. James wanted to but thought he was fencing on Sunday. It
turned out that the boy he was to practice with didn't come. He was quite disgusted.

Have the house cleaning about done. We washed the storm windows and
Charlie put them on. So we are ready for the next cold snap.

Am going to take these letters and get Willard some ice cream so must close.

Love
Fiorence

notes 1935

6-1935
Uncle Albert died---Albert Allport--Aunt Carrie's husband. Lived 87 S. Main St, Homer
where Bill and Jean Cadwallader live today

11-26-35
high power---High voitage line extension by Niagara Mohawk to provide rural people
with 120/220 volt power
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1---Post marked Feb. 3, 1936, Homer. NY--Written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

Marian says she'll write soon.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Sunday Evening
Dear Mother:-

Will write a few lines before going to bed. We are as busy as usual. Tomorrow
have an all day meeting of equipment men to discuss our needs for the schoo! which
is fast nearing completion. We were up this afternoon and the contractor hopes to be
out by March 1st. that will let us put our equipment in during March and hope school
may be ready by Easter altho our grading can't possibly be done by that time, thus
there will be lots of dirt tracked on new floors which will be just as bad. The building
has already cost about $120,000. Have over $10,000 worth of equipment to buy and
the Federal agreement call for an expenditure not to exceed $156,000. Enough for
school.

Marian came home from Detroit last Thursday and will be home about a week
and then she will start her last term at Cornell. It doesn't seem possible that four years
have flown so quickly. Carleton came home to take a regents exam in chemistry week
before last. | took him back Tuesday night. Florence was in Albany that week for a
meeting, N.Y. State Home Bureau Executive Committee. Carrie Curtis kept house that
week and it was terribly cold and how the snow did fill the roads. We had to draw the
milk to Truxton with horses for two days and we didn't get all of the school children
home one night. If a big storm should come again we'd be stuffed tight untit spring for
the drifts are way above the car tops and only one way traffic in lots of places.

Don’t know whether you happened to know that we had another mishap to the
truck. The Lehigh smashed it completely. Charlie jumped so he was not injured badly
but has been pretty sore. We had him in the hospital for five days. It had us all worked
up and just seems as if we had plenty to take care of without any additional. But that
doesn’'t seem to be life. Just seems as if two troubles followed one all the while.

| follow the stock market all the while and it makes me so sorry that we didn't
take the jump for we need the wherewith so badly. Cattle and horses are much higher.
Hay is lower but potatoes and cabbage of which we have none are up.

Willard is growing and learning so fast lately. Don't seem as if he could
comprehend as many things as he does. Can spell his name and write it in print.
Spell butter, knows all the letters of the alphabet and numbers. He was over to school
the other day and asked the teacher if she knew where Moses was went the light was
out. Of course she said no. He told her “He was down cellar with his shirt tail out!”
Must close with Love, Wilburn
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3---Post marked Sept 14,1936, Homer, NY--Written by Wilburn and Florence {o
Mrs Matrion E. Potter, 276 N Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Sunday Evening
Dear Mother,

Florence has just placed this under my nose and told me to write this before | go
to bed. We have been over to McLean to see the Sweetlands but find cut they had left
with Frank and Nellie for Hastings about two hours before we were there. Then
stopped at McKinneys for a few minutes and then to the Snyders at Dryden. They are
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary today. Saw lvah and her family. They
were down just for the day. Herbert is to room with Carleton this year at Cornell. After
that we went to Fillmore Glen for a picnic lunch. Then a drive around Owasco Lake
and home shortly after five.

We have all been to the State Fair. Florence, Isabelie and | went up Tuesday.
Carleton and | went up Friday and staid to the night show. Bernard was up two days.
So guess we Faird quite well. Marian has been the representative from Wyoming Co.
for the entire week. Goes back to Warsaw for a couple of days then to Ithaca for a
couple of weeks then to Orange County at Middletown. She has had a raise in her
salary but has to have a car for which she receives 4 1/2 cents a mile for operating.
She has a new Ford Coupe coming this week. She seems to have enjoyed her work
and apparently they have enjoyed having her there. She came with a bunch of people
for the Flower show they were up here for dinner.

Edmund and Emma and F. and | went to Hastings and New York three weeks
ago leaving on Sat. and coming back Tuesday. Went to Roxy’s Theater, Radio City
and Music hall also to Playland down on the Sound. Came back on the East side of
the Hudson then across the Rip Van Winkle bridge to Schoharie then down the Cherry
Valley Turnpike ang home. Talked with Atlee over the phone. He said Vance was to
live with Frances and Aunt Anna with him.

This has been a terribly dry summer for us. Our crops are just fair but suppose
we shouid be thankful our ground isn't blown away (Florence starts writing) Or ourseives.
Guess if | should attempt to write any more it wouldn't be as legible as his. Have been
canning peaches, pears,tomatoes and the usual baking etc. Aunt Carrie is spending a
few days with us.

Carleton has been doing some threshing around the town but tomorrow is out to
help fill silo with the tractor. School has opened in the new building and everyone
likes it so much. How are Frances and Clinton? is he pretty well and have a job?

Time for bed and so will say good night.
Wilburn and Florence.
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3—--Post marked Dec 10,1936, Truxton, NY--Written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM
TRUXTON, NEW YORK

Wednesday Eve.

Dear Mother -

Just a line before bedtime. We have just returned from the Farm and
Home Bureau Annual meeting at the South Cortland Grange hall. They served 194 for
dinner. Before | went | injected 125 head of cattle for T.B. tests so Florence went with
one of the ladies from Truxton. Willard stayed with Heien Beard and her sister who
has two children younger than “Stub”. They have some puppies and he certainly
takes a great pleasure in playing with dogs. Our dog and he are practically
inseparable.

We have a new minister by the name of Clytus Mowry. They are young and
newly married but very much liked by all and the Truxton church is looking up due
largely to the untiring interest of Mrs. W. H. Potter. The congregations have averaged
about fifty and the weather has been anything but inviting. The last few days have
given us the most icy roads ever. We've had no trouble but the papers have told too
much. We were in East Rochester a coupe of weeks ago and when we came home
the roads and conditions in Ithaca were so treacherous. Saw one car on its side and
only by careful crawling did we climb the hill.

Our new school is working fine, Basketball, plays, dances, movies and
exercises are occupying the Gym most of the time and the Senior Play last week
Thursday and friday.

Carleton played in the Cornell Varsity band Thanksgiving day at Philadelphia
(quite a trip for him) so didn't get to Truxton until Friday A. M. We tock him part way
back and he thumbed a ride for the rest of the way. We took Marian to Sidney and
there she drove her coupe to Middletown. Do you realize that she’s twenty one next
Sunday. It don't seem possible but evidentially time does not wait for man or beast.

We had our school dedication the very last of October and it went off very
creditably seeing who was on the program. We've been rather slow with our grading
project but now since the weather is bad they've started to grade.

Wonder if you had a pleasure time with Mr. and Mrs. Stone. | wrote a note at the
time hope they may keep their health a long while. Helen and Neil Parker were here
over night a week ago Sunday. They brought the boys down after Thanksgiving and
we were glad to have them with us overnight. | hope you are not having the epidemic
of colds that are doing the rounds here.

Must close with Love from all to you.
Wilburn
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5---Post marked Dec 22, 1936, Homer, NY--- written by Florence to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 N. Main St, Orange, Mass

Monday Evening

Dear Mother,

It is a windy night out but not too cold. We have been down to a meeting in
Cheningo to promote lights down there. Looks as tho they should really arrive in the
near future.

Then Wilburn had to go to Truxton to a school board meeting. Bernard is up to
a school entertainment. Carieton is reading “ Listen to a Lonesome Drum”.

Yes the stockings arrived all right but since | came from Syracuse have been
more than busy. Letters just don't get done.

Had hoped to be able to say that your package was on the way but haven't
been able to get into Syracuse. We are going in tomorrow, | guess, and will try and
send it right from the city. Wilburn has been testing and just haven't been able to get
the car for long at a time.

The folks are coming here for Christmas. If the weather is at all decent the
Hazzards may come out in the afternoon and stay over a day. Father Hazzard is
feeling fine now.

Love and Merry Christmas from us all.
Florence

notes 1936
4-3-36
Tapioca---Orange, Mass, Home of Minute Tapioca---terrible floods April 1936

9-14-36

Carleton has been doing some threshing---we owned a threshing machine and
Carleton threshed for several of the neighbors

12-10-36

“Stub”---Wilburn often called Willard “Stub”

Atlee---Atlee Potter, cousin of Wilburn, son of Wendell and Anna

Rev. Clytus and Mary Mowry---favorites of young folks--married Marian and Harry in
1937---living today in Lakeland, Fl--beautiful people, 61 married years---he is
still playing golf! Must keep one young---!

12-22-36

in Cheningo to promote lights---to get a high power line from Truxton to Cheningo
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1---Post marked Jan. 11, 1937, Homer, NY---written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 North Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM

TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Sunday Eve
Dear Mother:-
It is nearly eight o'clock and while | am waiting for Bernard to finish

Epworth League wilt write to you a few lines telting of our doings. Xmas has come and
gone again. Seems as if we had a very good one better perhaps than the year has
warranted. Your presents were very acceptabie and | wore the shirt and tie to the Vet
Conference at Ithaca Friday. Only our family, Aunt Carrie, Ada, Joan and Cora sat
down to dinner but Edmund’s people came about four and staid until in the evening
and drove back to East Rochester that night. Carleton went with them staying untit
Monday then thumbed his way back home making the trip in about four hours.
Edmund’s business has been much better now that the car shop out there are running
full blast.

Our activities seem to keep agoing most of the time. Florence has been busy
with her Home Bureau work especially in correspondence etc. Bernard has 4-H
Basketball etc. besides taking vioiin lessons each Saturday morning lately. Carleton
seems to like his work at Vet better than we had hoped. He is quite busy. Bernard is
growing like a weed now. His clothes are getting too small so | suppose that means
another suit. For my part t've been testing a lot of cows in December bought and sold
some and also a few horses. Horses are very high in price and hard to buy. Have a
card every little while from Sidney Wood advertising their horses. Hope some day to
go South and West but don’t know when that will be. The men have cut a lot of fire
wood which is all sawn up. The last two weeks have been very mild and no snow but
today it is colder and snowed during the night. Willard has had a cold settling in his
ear. Had the doctor Friday night but it seems better now. Marian is now located in
Binghamton for a month at ieast don't know where she’ll go from there.

Bernard’s hens are laying well now think he has about 55 so we have plenty of
eggs and to spare. The telephone has just rung so will have to go over street and get
him. Hope you keep from having a cold and also don't slip on the ice. It has been
terribly icy up here. Plenty of accidents.

Must close with Lots of Love from all the folks at Truxton.
Witburn

265



2---Post marked March 31, 1937, Homer, NY---written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 North Main St, Orange, Mass.

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM

TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Tuesday Evening
Dear Mother -

It is the end of a perfect day the first in a long while. The snow has gone
fast and the bare spots are beginning to show on the hilis. The past week has been
the most severe of the winter as far as snow is concerned. School did not run two
days because of the roads and we will make them up this week Thursday and Friday.
Sunday was a busy day here. The Homer folks were over for dinner and supper and
Carleton and a boy friend came for dinner then we had special Easter exercises in the
evening together with farm and Vet it made a full day.

| suppose you know of Leland Freeman's passing. The paper was quite full of
his doings and sickness. He seemed very popular in Ithaca and the other places
where he had taught. His twin sons are in Cornell now. Guess they are very bright
and are at the head of the class. His burial was in the North Country and am
wondering if Aunt Ida went up. Uncle Geo.Woodward was buried here a week ago
today. He had not been well for some time. Aunt Nettie did not come back yet. She
don’t like the cold up here any more.

Wonder if you realize we came to Truxton seventeen years ago. It hardly seems
possibie but guess it is. Quite a little water has gone over the dam in that time. |
suppose Marian has told you of her plans. Don't quite seem that we are old enough to
have a married daughter. Carieton likes his work better than | thought he would and
think he’'ll be better than | have ever been. Hope so anyway.

Mrs. Buck called me up and wanted me to write a few recollections of the days
in Cortland. | haven't as yet but may soon. Wonder if you would care to come out.
Probably you'd rather have it in warmer weather. Florence saw Leah in Cortland the
other day. She said her mother had been sick a lot this winter. Had a nurse and
house keeper considerable of the time. Mr. Hazzard's eyes seem to be fine now. Saw
in the paper today of Mrs. James Glann's passing. Perry and Dorothy have
disbanded.

The McGraw folks are due here next week. Had hoped we might go
down there this winter for a time but it didn’t work out. Maybe we can later. Florence
and Jean have gone over street for a Grange drill practice. Bernard and John Feeter
and Louie Burrows have gone to Cortland to hear Paul Whiteman’s Orchestra at
Schine's State. Hope this finds you weli

Love, Wilburn
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3---Post marked August 15, 1937, Homer, NY---written by Wiburn o
Mrs. Marign E. Potter, Canton, NY--%Frank Tupper

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM

TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Dear Mother:-

Will write a few lines before breakfast on this very nice bright Sunday
morning. Your letter of yesterday made us glad that you could see the people of
Canton but very sorry to find Mrs. Tupper as she is. Was surprised that you should run
on to Edmund and Emma in Canton but we knew that they were taking a trip.

We seem to continue to be just as busy as ever. Haven't quite finished our
haying yet. Guess we had too much and the weather sometimes hasn't helped also
the peas hindered and then they didn’t net much.

We are still having lots of company Virginia and Ruth have been here two
weeks and we like the giris so much we wish we had a little girl. Harry and Marian are
here. They go in a camp for a little while until they move to Odessa. He finished
summer school Friday. Marian has bought some things for the house but think she is
playing cautious. They think they will have the house they were talking about when
you were here.

Two weeks ago today we had a picnic of E. and E, and family, Carl and Evelyn
and Enid, Susie and Leo, Lell and Jane, Mrs. Day and Leah. Part of them came for
dinner as well a supper which was the proper time.

As breakfast is ready will stop and eat. Have watched the milk situation in the
North Country with interest. Have had the last Plaindealer and also the Post Standard.

It is now Monday a.m. and Louie is ready to go to Homer.

Love from all
Wilburn
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2---Postmarked July 12, 1938, Cortland, NY---Written by Wilburn to
Mrs. Marion E. Potter, 276 North Main Street, Orange, Mass

W. H. POTTER, VETERINARIAN
RIVERSIDE FARM

TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Sunday Afternoon

Dear Mother:-

While everyone is either sleeping or swimming | will write a few lines. Eddie
Leonard came over from Ithaca last night and then he and Carleton together with
Bernard and Willard have gone for a dip. They also took John Feeter and another
couple of boys the sons of a former Pastor here. He has been a missionary in Western
China for a long time. Ruth is here this week guess she is reading. Guess Florence is
sleeping.

Marian after staying here a month went home before the 4th but was here for
the annual get-to-gether. | suppose you know why she has been off her hooks. Harry
is taking summer school as practically every other school teacher in this section.

Bernard returned yesterday from Cazenovia from a week in the Seminary for
Epworth Leaguers. They went from here beside Mr. Mowry who was one of the
instructors. Carleton came home about the twentieth of June having made all his work
and now is very handy around the ranch.

We have done quite a stroke of hay expect to finish the Webster place the
middie of this week and will do this here. Have drawn all the hay from the Webster
place up here so far as the barns down there are practically full. Will have everything
full even the barn floors and old barns but will manage to fit it in some where. Our
peas will be ready the last of the week and they are the best in several years only four
acres this year when nine would have made a good income.

| think this has been the busiest season we have ever had. Have tested a lot of
cattie curing April, May and June. The income from which is needed to keep all
agoing. Milk prices are too low to get ahead very much without ptenty of other
incomes. Suppose we vote on Federal Control of the milk the last of this month. We
are trying to figure some way to build a barn down at the Webster place for we need it
S0 badly.

Our school business is running along very smoothly, have the annual meeting
Tuesday night. Bought a new Brockway bus to replace one of the old Reos. We,
Potters, traded off the Ford and now have a new Chevrolet Two Door with trunk, biack
in color with red lines. It is exactly like Rena Kenney's and Albert O'Donneil’s. Have
sold six horses in the last few days. Plenty of opportunities to sell cows but no money
in sight except out of the milk check. We have several Ayrshire calves that are
exceptional nice hope Bernard can get places with some of them this year at the fair.
Bought another bull calf of Leon Atwood. He consigned two heifers at the Ayrshire
Breeders Sale at Cooperstown and brought this calf down at that time. B. and | went
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