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To maintain the custom established by Jack Haswell, his successor and co-worker, 
Charles G. Burress at Penn State had a new gavel made which was presented to the 
section Chairman, L. G. Heimpel, who closed the 1949 meeting with a resounding 
rap of the new gavel. 

The history of the "Haswell gavel" was printed in the 25th Anniversary banquet 
program at the University of New Hampshire in August 1950. 

As with the "Haswell gavel", space no longer was available for additional en­
graving on the "Burress" gavel in 1973. To solve this problem, Chairman Donald 
P. Brown of Niagara Mohawk Corp., Watertown, N.Y., made a replacement gavel 
fashioned out of wild cherry wood which he retrieved from a piece of firewood 
at an Adirondack hunting lodge. It is fitted with a brass ring made by the 
Niagara-Mohawk Machine Shop in Watertown, N.Y. having the traditional annual 
meeting dates and locations engraved thereon. 

To continue a tradition it is the recommendation of the writer that the "Burress" 
gavel be bequeathed to the Agricultural Engineering Department at Cornell for 
permanent display in Riley-Robb Hall, where it can be observed at the Slst. an­
nual meeting of the Region in August 1975 at Cornell University. 

The first section gavel made 
by J. R. (Jack) Haswell, Pen­
nsylvania State College. This 
gavel served the Section for 
the years 1925 through 1949. 

An Apology and an Appeal 

"" ,. 

This brief and sketchy record of North Atlantic Regional ASAE history was glean­
ed from several sources with some difficulty but admittedly without intensive 
research. Fortunately our Headquarters Office provided a bound set of minutes 
from 1925-1950 along with the photos that have been included. Bound volumes of 
Agricultural Engineering in the Cornell Agricultural Engineering Department pro­
vided some information. Unfortunately the minutes and treasurers reports for 
theyears 1951-1973 are not assembled in one folder, in fact many of them are not 
in the possession of our present secretary, W. W. Irish. It is hoped that these 
records have not been lost. If any former secretary or Chairman should have any 
minutes dating from 1951 to the present kindly forward them to the author who 
will attempt to compile the complete set. 



Prof. Ralph U. Blasingame, 
Pennsylvania State College. 
First Chairman of North At­
lantic Section 1925. 
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Prof. Howard W. Riley, Charter 
Member ASAE, Cornell University. 
Temporary Chairman of the Sec­
tion organization meeting 1925. 
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Attendees at the First Annual Meeting of the North Atlantic 
Section ASAE , Schenectady, New York, December 10-11, 1925. 

First Annual Banque t o f North Atlan t ic Section ASAE, 
Schenectady, New York, Dec ember 1925. 
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PETITION TO THE COUNCIL OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

FOR THE FORMATION OF A NORTH ATLANTIC 

SECTION OF THE SOCIETY 

* * * * * * * * * 

The undersigned members most respectfully petition for authority to organ­
ize a North Atlantic Section of the American Society of Agricultural Engi­
neers. 

The reason for the section is to advance agricultural engineering knowledge 
and practice in the northeast and further the welfare of the American Society 
of Agricultural Engineers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

s. H. McCrory c. I. Gunness 
H. L. Barrows J. L. Strahan 
Lewis A. Jones F. w. Knipe c. D. Kinsman H. w. Riley 
M. A. R. Kelley L. G. He impel 
F.E. Staebner F. G. North 
M. c. Betts R. u. Blasingame 
R. W. Trullinger G. M. Foulk.rod 
Ray w. Carpenter R. Grant .Lantz 
Chas. E. Seitz F. L. Fairbanks 
E. R. Gross w. B. Clarkson 
D. B. Lucas 
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1925 CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

of the 

NORTH ATLANTIC SECTION 

of the 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

******** 

CONSTITUTION 

Name 

1. The name of this Section shall be the North Atlantic Section of the Ameri­
can Society of Agricultural Engineers. 

2. It shall be the object of this Section to advance Agricultural Engineering 
knowledge and practice in the Northeast; to maintain a high professional 
standing among the members; to further the general welfare of the American 
Society of Agricultural Engineers; and to bring the members together at 
occasional meetings for the presentation and discussion of papers relating 
to agricultural engineering, as well as for social intercourse. 

Government 

3. This Section shall be governed by this Constitution and . By-Laws together 
with Article B-32 of the By-Laws of the American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers. 

Membership 

4. Membership in this Section shall be restricted to persons who are members 
in good standing of any grade of the Society resident in the territory of 
this Section, membership in the Section being the same grade as that held 
in the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. All such may become 
members of this Section without the payment of an admission fee. 

Dues 

5. There shall be no regular annual Section dues. Special assessments for 
specific purposes may be levied by the executive committee on the member­
ship of the Section. These assessments shall not total more than $2.00 
per year. 

Officers 

6. (a) The officers of the Section shall be a chairman, a vice-chairman, 
and a secretary-treasurer, who with the chairman who last held office shall 
constitute the executive conunittee. The president and secretary of the 
Society shall be ex-officio members of the executive committee. 
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(b) A member who has served as chairman for one year shall not be eligible 
to innnediate re-election to the same office. 

(c) The term of each officer shall begin at the close of the annual meeting 
at which such officer is elected. 

Meetings 

7. Meetings of the Section shall be held at times and places designated by the 
executive connnittee. At least one meeting to be known as the annual meeting 
shall be held each year. 

Amendments 

8. Proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws previously approved by 
a two-thirds vote of the Council of the A.S.A.E. and by a majority of the 
executive connnittee of this Section shall be submitted to the acting members 
of this Section for a letter ballot. 
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BY-LAWS 

Fiscal Year 

SB 1. The fiscal year of the Society shall be from March 1 to last day of 
February. 

Committees 

SB 2. (a) The Executive Committee shall take charge of the affairs of the 
Section, such as designating the time and place of meetings, arrange­
ments of program, membership, fixing the amounts of assessments, etc. 
It shall have power to create special committees for the handling of the 
various activities of the Section. 

(b) The Section shall elect annually a Nominating Committee of three 
members, not members of the Executive Committee, who shall nominate 
one or more candidates for the executive offices of the Section and for 
the succeeding Nominating Committee. 

Quorum 

SB 3. A quorum of the Section shall consist of ten members of the Section. 

Territory of Section 

SB 4. The territory of this section includes Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, 
West Virginia, Virginia, District of Columbia, and Delaware. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

of the 

NORTH ATLANTIC REGION 

of the 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

Revised October 1965 

CONSTITUTION 

Name 

SC 1. The name of this Region shall be the North Atlantic Region of the Ameri­
can Society of Agricultural Engineers. 

SC 2. It shall be the object of this Region to advance agricultural engineer­
ing knowledge and practice in the Northeast; to maintain a high profes­
sional standing among the members; to further the general welfare of the 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers; to bring the members together 
at occasional meetings for the presentation and discussion of papers re­
lating to agricultural engineering; and to increase and extend the associ­
ation of agricultural engineers among themselves and with allied scient­
ists and technologists. 

Government 

SC 3. This Region shall be governed by this Constitution and By-Laws, together 
with Article B-11 of the By-Laws and Article R-11 of the Rules of the 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers. 

Membership 

SC 4. Membership in this Region shall be restricted to persons who are members 
in good standing of any grade of the Society resident in the territory of 
this Region, membership in the Region being the same grade as that held 
in the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. All such may become 
members of this Region without the payment of an admission fee. 

Dues 

SC 5. There shall be no regular annual Region dues. Special assessments for 
specific purposes may be levied by the executive cotlllllittee on the mem­
bership of the Region. These assessments shall not total more than 
$2.00 per year. 
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Officers 

SC 6. (a) The officers of the Region shall be a chairman, a chairman-elect, 
a 1st vice-chairman, a 2nd vice-chairman, and a secretary-treasurer. 
The executive committee shall consist of the above officers and the 
immediate past chairman. The president and secretary of the Society 
shall be ex-officio members of the executive committee. 

(b) A member who has served as chairman for one year shall not be 
eligible to immediate re-election to the same office. 

(c) The term of each officer shall begin at the close of the annual 
meeting at which such officer is elected. 

(d) The executive conmittee shall be empowered to elect replacements 
to fill out unexpired terms of executive committee members. 

Meetings 

SC 7. Meetings of the Region shall be held at times and places designated by 
the executive couunittee. At least one meeting to be known as the annual 
meeting shall be held each year. 

Amendments 

SC 8. Proposed amendments to this Constitution and By-Laws shall be submitted 
in writing to the executive committee of the Region. If approved by the 
majority of the executive committee, they shall be submitted to the mem­
bership for action by letter ballot. 
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BY-LAWS 

Fiscal Year 

SB 1. The fiscal year of the Region shall be from August 1 to July 31. 

Committees 

SB 2. (a) The executive committee shall take charge of the affairs of the 
Region, such as designating the time and place of meetings, ar­
rangements of program, membership, fixing the amounts of assess­
ments, etc. It shall ·have power to create special committees for 
the handling of the various activities of the Region. 

(b) The Region shall elect annually a nominating committee of three 
members not members of the executive committee, who shall nomin­
ate, one or more candidates for the executive offices of the 
Region and for the succeeding nominating committee. 

Quorum 

SB 3. A quorum of the Region shall consist of ten members of the Region. 

Territory of Region 

SB 4. The territory of this Region includes Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, Newfoundland, Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia, and the 
District of Columbia; provided that members of the Society residing in 
that part of Virginia included in the suburbs of the District of Columbia 
may become members of this Region and provided further that members in the 
Province of Ontario residing in areas contiguous to Michigan and Minnesota 
may become members of Regions operating in those areas rather than the 
North Atlantic Region, if they so elect. 
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