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 Dr. Antonia Jameson-Jordan received the SCAVMA Teaching Excellence Award in Basic 
Sciences as well as the Office of Inclusion and Student Engagement’s Unsung Hero 

Award. Both of these awards reflect Dr. Jameson-Jordan’s dedication to her students and 
her continued contributions to learning. 

Congratulations Dr. Jameson-Jordan on these well 
deserved awards! 

Biomedical Sciences Faculty recognized for their 

excellence in teaching and Leadership 

Dr. Paula Cohen was awarded the SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Creative 

Activities 

According to the announcement from Dean Lorin 
Warnick… 

“Her scientific and research excellence is 
outstanding.  She is highly regarded nationally as an 

academic scholar and visionary for new programs and 
opportunities to create positive connections among our 

faculty at the College and University.” 

Congratulations, Dr. Cohen! 
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Welcome! 

Wendy is a Bioinformatics Analyst in Dr. Praveen Sethupathy’s 
lab.  Prior to joining Praveen’s lab, Wendy spent most of her 
career at The Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine, 
beginning with her post doc involving QTL mapping of traits 
related to heart disease, and then later transitioning into 
software engineering and bioinformatics.  Outside of the lab she 
and her wife, Joyce, enjoy all sorts of outdoor activities including 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, and motorcycling,  When not 
working or playing, they spend lots of time caring for their three 
dogs and five horses on their 50 acre farm on the edge of the 
Cherokee National Forest in eastern Tennessee. 

Xinbao grew up in Luohe, Henan province in China. He received his 
Bachelor's degree in Bioengineering from Southwest University and 
graduated from Shanghai Jiao Tong University with his Doctorate in Cell 
Biology in 2016. He then worked in a company for exploring anti-aging 
products. Ding joined Professor Schimenti’s lab as a Postdoctoral 
Associate in February 2017 and his current research interests include 
stem cells and genetically modified mouse models. Ding enjoys reading, 
playing badminton and jogging. He is excited to join the department and 
looks forward to working with all of the people here. 

Praveen grew up in western New York and has been a rabid 
Buffalo Bills fan his entire life.  After graduating from 
Cornell, he trained at University of Pennsylvania and the 
National Institutes of Health in Maryland, and started his lab 
at University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, before returning 
to his alma mater.  Praveen's research program is at the 
interface of functional genomics, gene regulation, 
physiology, and metabolic disease.  When he is not at work, 
he is spending every moment he can with his wife and three 
kids, with whom he lives in the Brooktondale neighborhood.  
Praveen's first love is music, and he enjoys learning about 
new languages and cultures, but these days his hobbies are 
just about anything his kids want to do!  He is excited to be 
back in Ithaca, and hopes his children will enjoy this area as 
much as he does. 
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Welcome! (cont.) 

Tim grew up in New Jersey and attended Rutgers University for his 
undergraduate degree. He then moved to North Carolina to study at 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, where he joined Praveen 
Sethupathy’s lab. Tim is currently finishing up his 3rd year of 
graduate school and will complete his graduate training at Cornell. 
Outside of the lab, he enjoys reading, traveling, running, and eating 
delicious food. Someday he hopes to visit all seven continents and 
own a herd of pygmy goats. 

Ajeet was born and brought up in India. He received his PhD in 
Agriculture Plant Pathology from the VBS Purvanchal University 
Jaunpur India and conducted his PhD research work at National 
Botanical Research Institute Lucknow India, after which he then 
moved to CCMB Hyderdabad as a Postdoc. Ajeet came to the United 
States in 2007 to work as a Postdoc at National Institute of 
Environmental Health Science/National Institutes of Health.  He was 
trained as a Developmental Biologist during his postdoctoral 
research. Ajeet’s research interests include stem cell, gene 
regulation, chromatin & epigenetics.  His hobbies are gardening, and 
tennis. 

Mike was born in Southern California and grew up in Anaheim, 
California, which still makes him an Angels fan. He received both a 
BS and PhD in Biology from the University of California, Irvine.  He 
left California eight years ago to work as a Postdoc at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill School of Medicine.  
Mike’s professional interests include gastrointestinal biology and 
disease with particular emphasis on the molecular biology of the 
function of Paneth cells and intestinal stem cells.  His hobbies 
include golf, tennis, bowling and hiking.  He also does a fair amount 
of reading on astronomy and historical biography.  He loves to 
travel and explore new areas both local and far away. 
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Welcome! (cont.) 

Amy (Yu-Han) is a Postdoctoral Associate in Dr. Praveen 
Sethupathy’s lab. She was born and raised in Taiwan, a beautiful 
island in the Pacific Ocean. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Animal Science from National Taiwan University and came to the 
United States for her graduate study. She received her doctoral 
degree in Nutrition Science from Purdue University where she 
studied the regulation of dietary fat absorption for therapeutic 
interventions of obesity, diabetes, and heart disease. Continuing in 
the line of research interest in lipid metabolism and metabolic 
disease, here at Cornell University, she is studying microRNA-
mediated control of lipid homeostasis and insulin sensitivity in the 
liver. Outside of her studies and work, she loves being outdoors 
(picnicking, hiking, and snowboarding) and traveling! 

Minli graduated from Zhejiang University in 2012 with a Doctoral 
degree in Animal Genetic Breeding. She then worked as an 
Associate Professor in Nanjing Agriculture University. Her research 
is focused on the development of germ cells and skeletal muscles in 
chicken. She is very excited to study the biology of primordial germ 
cell development at Cornell, in the laboratory of Dr. Schimenti, and 
work with all the wonderful people here. In her spare time, Minli 
really enjoys reading, hiking, baking, playing badminton and table 
tennis. 

Matt grew up and attended college in Wisconsin before getting sick 
of the cold and moving to Texas for graduate school. He received his 
PhD from the University of Texas at Austin where he studied 
posterior/anterior development in fruit fly embryos. Years and years 
of staring at fruit flies under the microscope made the decision to 
transition from the lab bench to the computational science side 
easy. Now as a member of the Sethupathy lab, Matt works remotely 
from Boston as his wife got a position at Boston University and data 
analysis can be done from anywhere. He enjoys traveling, playing 
music, playing soccer and discovering all the north-east brewery 
scene has to offer, although the recent addition of their beautiful 
daughter Kingsley might lead to temporary reduction in some of 
these activities. 
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Welcome! (cont.) 

Heather is new to Cornell University and began in the role of the 
Chair’s Assistant in mid-May.  She is a native of upstate New York 
and had been living in Illinois for the past sixteen years until she 
recently relocated back to her hometown of Candor with her 
husband, Alex.  Heather has worked in various roles that include 
administrative support, office management, event coordinating, 
project management/facilities coordinator, as well as teaching 
special needs children.  Heather enjoys traveling, and recently 
visited the Northwest Territories in Canada where she got to see the 
Northern Lights, build igloos, and go snowshoeing.  She also enjoys 
being actively involved in her community.  Outside of work you can 
find her spending time with family, friends, and her four-legged fur 
baby, Sadie. 

Chris joined the Department of Biomedical Sciences as the Flow 

Cytometry Manager last December.  He is managing a wide variety 

of flow cytometry services for investigators at Cornell University.  

He is located on the 9th floor and will be relocating to the 8th floor 

in the not so distant future.  Chris received his bachelor’s degree in 

Biology/Math from New England College and has recently acquired 

a graduate degree in Regulatory & Clinical Affairs from USC.  He 

enjoys the great outdoors, boating, sailing, golf, biking, attending 

Cornell sporting events, spending time with friends, family and 

dogs. 

Alida Joined Cornell University in July, 2012 in Human Resource 
Information Systems as part of the Workday Implementation Team 
and is currently our Human Resource Specialist supporting the 
Department of Biomedical Sciences. She received her Bachelor’s 
degree from Benedictine University, and will graduate in August with 
a Masters of Science in Human Resource Management from Indiana 
Wesleyan University.  Outside of work, you will find Alida supporting 
her son, Connor, at the hockey rink or one of the many golf courses 
in the area. She also enjoys camping trips with her husband, Tom, 
and family and loves to shop. 
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Cornell Alumni Magazine (vol. 119, no. 04 
- January/February 2017) - pg. 61-63 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/
handle/1813/46305/2017JanuaryFebruary.

pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y 

Cornell Alumni Magazine (vol. 119 - 
March/April 2017) - pg. 22 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/
handle/1813/48298/2017_MarchApril.pdf

?sequence=2&isAllowed=y 

Making the Headlines 

Cornell Research 

https://research.cornell.edu/news-
features/immunotherapy-improving-odds 

Cornell University College of Veterinary 
Medicine News 

https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/
news/20170503/candid-conversation-

cancer-patients-and-survivors-connect-
cornell-students 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/46305/2017JanuaryFebruary.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/46305/2017JanuaryFebruary.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/46305/2017JanuaryFebruary.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/48298/2017_MarchApril.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/48298/2017_MarchApril.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/48298/2017_MarchApril.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://research.cornell.edu/news-features/immunotherapy-improving-odds
https://research.cornell.edu/news-features/immunotherapy-improving-odds
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/news/20170503/candid-conversation-cancer-patients-and-survivors-connect-cornell-students
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/news/20170503/candid-conversation-cancer-patients-and-survivors-connect-cornell-students
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/news/20170503/candid-conversation-cancer-patients-and-survivors-connect-cornell-students
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/news/20170503/candid-conversation-cancer-patients-and-survivors-connect-cornell-students
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‘Scopes Magazine (Spring 2017) - pg. 32 

https://issuu.com/cornellvetmed/docs/scope_spring_2017_lores 

‘Scopes Magazine (Spring 2017) - pg. 34 

https://issuu.com/cornellvetmed/docs/scope_spring_2017_lores 

Cornell Chronicle 

http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/cohen-
wins-gates-grant-her-new-take-male-contraception 

Making the Headlines (cont.) 

https://issuu.com/cornellvetmed/docs/scope_spring_2017_lores
https://issuu.com/cornellvetmed/docs/scope_spring_2017_lores
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/cohen-wins-gates-grant-her-new-take-male-contraception
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/cohen-wins-gates-grant-her-new-take-male-contraception
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Pathway to Independence Award Recipients 

Congratulations to Miguel Brieño Enríquez, MD, PhD and Stephen Gray, PhD of the Cohen Laboratory who were 
selected as recipients of the NIH’s K99 Pathway to Independence Award. According to the agency’s website, the 
“Pathway to Independence (PI) Award is designed to facilitate a timely transition from a mentored postdoctoral 
research position to a stable independent research position.” 

Stephen Gray, PhD : 
Steve’s project focuses on the role of the 
Cyclin-dependent kinases, CDK2 and CDK4, in 
mammalian meiosis. These two kinases act in 
succession during prophase I to regulate 
various events through this key stage of 
meiosis. Steve’s project will utilize novel mice 
that allow for inhibition of CDK activity in a 
temporally-defined manner in the mouse. 
These mice will allow him to identify unique 
targets of each CDK, but will also provide a 
way to synchronize prophase I progression for 
biochemical analysis. 

Miguel Brieño Enríquez, MD, PhD : 
Miguel’s project focuses on the role of the Kinase, NEK1, in removal 
of Cohesins during prophase I of meiosis. This project stems from 
Miguel’s original findings that NEK1 orchestrates a novel prophase I 
pathway that regulates chromosome segregation at the first 
meiotic division. His project will explore the downstream targets of 
NEK1 in this prophase pathway, allowing him to define a novel 
regulatory pathway in mammalian meiosis. 
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Publications 
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Cornell University 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

T4-018 Veterinary Research Tower 

Cornell University 

Ithaca, NY 14853-6401 

Phone: 607-253-3336 

Have questions about this 

publication? 

E-mail: mrl34@cornell.edu 

Department of 

Biomedical 

Sciences 

Find us online! 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/

handle/1813/28352 

ASPCA Cornell Maddie's® Shelter Medicine Conference 

Friday, July 28 - Sunday, July 30 

http://www.sheltermedicine.vet.cornell.edu/ 

Clinical Investigators' Day 2017 

Friday, October 6, 9:00am - 5:00pm 

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/clinsci/CID/index.cfm 

Interesting things to see and do! 

Workday to replace Kronos this Fall: 
http://pawprint.cornell.edu/?q=articles/2017/06/workday-to-replace-kronos-this-

fall 

CVM Construction Page: 
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/spotlight/cvm-class-expansion-construction-update-

29-june-1-2017 

How to Science as Told by 17 Overly Honest Scientists: 
https://www.buzzfeed.com/kmallikarjuna/how-to-science-as-told-by-17-overly-

honest-scientists... 
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