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History of process: 

Spring 2020 - Plant Science Department Chair, Timothy Marten asked me, as 

instructor of Woody Plant Material ID at the time, to create an online 

Landscape Plant ID course. The request came as a result of research on Tim’s 

part on a concept he has been developing.

Tim also asked me to 

consider getting a 

masters. 

I applied to Cornell CALS 

and was applying to 

University of Nebraska, 

when Cornell’s answer 

came. 



The concept for this capstone was discussed with Dr. Marvin Pritts, Director of Masters of Professional 

Studies (MPS) and Tara Reed, Events Coordinator MPS at Cornell University, CALS. (College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences) at my entry interview. (I took the liberty of using photos from Cornell’s

website here.) 









these links work when 

the student is signed 

into the Cobleskill 

network. Ethan was 

kind in testing these 

links from the student 

view for me. Once it 

was realized that they 

work, I incorporated 

some into my Woody 

Plant ID course for 

their final.



the first link highlighted takes you to my OneDrive, 

once there, the student has the option of perusing several links 

taking them to the next level. Photos, that I took to highlight 

certain aspects of plant material in helping with identification 

qualities, that are hand labeled.







Some photos turned out simply perfect! 





I have a few lectures prepared already, 

enhanced to assist with plant ID at every 

level. Am I finished with any of these? 

No. Are we ever done? Don’t we always 

find something more, or a bit more in 

detail, to add. I would like to think of 

this as a work in progress. 



My idea was to utilize different photos in every aspect of these presentations. Always 

presenting a new leaf, flower, attachment point, stem, whatever it may be. That is how it is 

outside. Real life learning online, in your room, at your house, can you go outside and find 

any of these plants? 





Again, 

using my 

own 

photos, I 

am able to

show the 

immensity 

of a plant, 

this being 

an 

important 

landscape 

plant. If 

you look 

in the 

bottom 

right, you 

will see a 

hedge, it’s 

5’ tall.



Some of the 

photos are 

from my own 

job sites, 

others are 

from the 

Cobleskill 

campus. 

This area is in 

the sunken 

garden, part 

of our conifer 

collection. It 

is located in

front of 

CANR, the 

Center for 

Agriculture 

and Natural 

Resources.



There are Powerpoints dedicated solely to each plant group that will be presented, 

some of the photos coming from my garden. Trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, 

annuals (Zone 3 – 6) and bulbs. 



All plant material presented is properly labeled with botanical and common 

(regional) names. Specific requirements for the needs of each plant will be presented 

and discussed. Nicknames given to plants by landscapers will also be addressed. 



Annuals, a difficult group at best, it will include some tropicals used in creation of 

planters for certain applications. 



Some plants cross over from annual to corms, tubers and bulbs….plants are 

fascinating….we should tell more people! 



The gradebook in Moodle is easy to use. An instructor can add to any of the areas they 

create. More assignments will be added, along with some of the grades, but most of the 

grades will autofill as the program is online. The student has the capacity for keeping easy 

track of their grade through the semester. 



Thank you for the opportunity to present my

Masters of Professional Studies in Integrative Plant Sciences 

Capstone Project to you from 

Cornell School of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 

If you have any questions, suggestions, or editing please 

feel free to contact me through the following: 

cell 585-278-4678

dh737@cornell.edu

hickeyDS@cobleskill.edu

hickeyds56@yahoo.com

I can also be found on LinkedIn or Instagram (irish56biker)
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