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On The Nepal-China War 

2'!�. 

1. Instructions To Y.aji Devadatta 'Ihap�J · 

From Kinf Ran Bahadur. 

Regulations regarding the matters. to be represented .to the Chinese 
Emperor through Kaji Devadatta Thapa. 

We had offered Khillat2 and ;Kitap3 • to the Chinese Emperor arid thus 
. shoWJ1 ·regard for him�-

.. . . We knew nothing about the army- _of China. Sya.'llB.rpa Lama said that 
·:he had_ lived in China for S or 7 years and that Chinae1 s systemS was good.
W�, fel� that he 'h"l d toid us good things and therefore· relied on him. He 
th� cre;ited a quarrel between Tibet and us. 

r .• •· .. . .. . 

. · .W,hen. 'Ntig Thyang reached· Lhasa with a big army, we told Syamarpa
Lama,: 1,You said you woul.d bo responsible if the. Chinese came. Got here 

· anct meet, your.obligations.. 11 Thereupon Syamarpa Lama sa:id, 11 I am ill. I 
sh?J:.l go: there aft.er I get well. 11 He shc:Med great diffic:ulty in saying
this� He continued to be :Ul, �d aftA3r a few (iays he ctied •. ··. ··. , 

,.1• Af..'J;sr this T·..mg- 'l'hwang entored into our K�ngdom w�th a big a:nny. We 
had' shovm regard for the Ernp:iror fr9m former times. Th:i..s ,happered because 
we trusted a mean person. We then sent our Bhardars to Tung Thyang to seek hisl 

·favor-�� take refuge, 6 Turig Thwang gave them refuge as was sought for. He 
said, 11We shall settle your quarrel wi t}:l Tibet. Send a Kaji ·.with us along 
with a petition and presents to the Emperor, I shall present him before the 
Emperor, prqvide refuge and send him back pleased, .with. great·honors and 
rewards." The Maharaja7 said, 11 I am a child. If I sendmy11ncle,� the-re 

·will·be nobody to look after the country. I cannot therefore iien:d-him.e11 

1. Regmi Research Collactions;-vor. 5, PP. 220-222. 
- -

2. An Arabic terni meaning robes.presented by the State as a token of respect. 

3. A corrupt form of the Arabic �• It may mean either the c.ollar •f a 
robe or a . book.. . ,· 

· 4. Th0 original sentence is: 11 Chin Badshah, lai hamile khilat ra kitap sir 
Cha.rhai Badshah lai manyaiko ho • 11 

.. · 5. The- te�nt .used is dastur.· · ·· . · :  

· 6. Nepali expression is: IIBaksauna Pichha Parna. 11 

7. K�g Ran Bahadur. 
\ .. 

a:._ Bahadlr. Shah·�· 
Contd ••• 



• • refuge. That is how_ w� ha.Ye come· •. 11 \ _

..
203. 

(Tell the Emi:eror) :·, •'We ha v e accordingly been ::e:rit'.'to seek favor an d take . 

If Tung Thyang shows .fD.vor :c:;nd asks y,oµ to represent your interests 
and difficulties, represent the following matters to the Emperor:-

From time immemorial, Nepal and Ti-;.;3t had been using pure silver 
coins without any copper alloy. Later kin�s were indigent, and there­
fore they rr.iz,tod counterfeit· coins· mixed with copper ar.d _seent them 
to TL8ot. During our-regime, feeling that it ,-ms better to use puree 
silver, we serrt (coins) accordingly. In the beginning, Lhasa toi, 
considered this• ·good.. Subsequently, the pur.e silver coins and the 
coins mixed with coins began to circulate at par. Trn.ditionally, the 
custom of ·using coppor and silver on art equal basis h:J.s not �xis ted. 
Sin will accrue if counterfeit coins are used. This will not .be 
aunpicious. Say that if. our request is to be granted, Lhasa sh"uld 
be ordered to use pure silver coins. 

If asked about ( our rE:Ja tions) with the 7irangis; say that courtesy 
in the fonn of correspondence e:xists. 

If asked about (our relations) with N�wab Asafuddaula, say: 110ur 
frontiers adjoin his int.he west. He is on good terms with us�" 

Say: 11The Emperor has granted us refuge. We too shou raga.rd 'ror. the 
Emperor. If at any time a :::iowerful enemy attacks us, we shall request 
c?.ssistance. At that time,,·: must be helped with letters and tcoops.e0 

Have the words ''we shall oolp you" inserted in the letteer to be sent·· 
to us by the Emperor. Give this natter topmos t priority. 

• tswin s,Jdi 2 , 181+9. 

2. Letter Sent 'fo King Ran Bahadur Shah Fran Digarcha, By Nepali Delegation 
Which Had Returned From PekinK9 

Obeisance frcrn Your Majesty's servants,. Davadatta Thapa, �atiman
Rana, Jayanta Shah and Balabhadra. We are well rere. Our obligations shall
be fulfilled if Your Majesty too,.is well. The rews here is ::;ood, th-'.il.nks
to Your Majesty's valor·. 

. . \ 

9Dhanabajra Bajracharya and Geyan Mani Nei:e, l (Editors)� Aitihasik P�tra­
�'.lnf"I'� (A Collection of Historical Letters). Kathmandu: Nepal Samskritile 
PQrid1ad, 1957, PP. 77-79. 
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204.  

. . ' ; : .  1 . 

In · our previous le tter, w� had describe� O'U:Z' 
. 

j ourney to . ,Lhasa .  It 
must hav e : ·bee n repreasented to :Your .Maje sty. We le ft Lhasa on Bhadra 16 

. and ·reache d here on Bhadra.a' 26_·� .- ·wi( ,�,ha ll nieet the)'.,ama her� a.n<.i leave 
� :  this place in 2 or h days.a· B� c9-·ii$�.- ".'f • • • (wo rds mi�sing}, the people 

have no geldings . Sinc e we will have to use horse s on bad. ·roads , there 
may be some delay on the way. We s hall not be able t ·o  arrive there fo:r 
the Das ra in  festival. We think we s hall be able to appear before Your 

/ Majesty 5 or ? . days after  the,., Dashain . 

· · ,  Hi 'l'aloya, Li Taloya, 'Li Foya and Ma. lt'oya, who acc ompanied us £'rana_ 
Kerung to Pe king , a.re Kashniiri int erpreters . They ca.me back .ato Lhasa from 

·• Peking along with us .  '!he two Taloya interpreters rema:ined in Lhasa . 'I'he 
. Khan ·. Amba summoned Li Foya, MS: Foya and Chhin Taloya of Digarcha to Lhasa 
· arid gave then no cassary instr,.1 ctions . The se three Chine se officials , and 

the three Dhewas of Lhasa,a_ • • • , Dhigirpatemba and Tash ikhamsa , and an 
interpreter of the four Kaj is of Lhasa call.'ed Dharke, s even persons in all , 
will escort us up to Kerung . (Li ) Foya and Ma Fo,ra, who will go back from 
Kerung , are Jarna.dars of 200 troops each . They took great care of ·  tj.s of the 

··· way and suffered much . It will the refore be good if Your Majesty sends us 
3 Swords . and Ktrokuris inlaid . with gold , as wel+ as . • • . brocade of crims '1n 
color and l bakkbu (woolen blanket ) to the 2 'l'aloyas am Li Foya . They
will fe el  pleased. • • •  Your Maje sty should send some present s also to the 
3 Dhewas and 1 inte rpre te r  of �shqsa . Tha Dalai Lama and the Khan Amba havu 
sent Dhewa Chitung to Nepal f rom Lhasa along with instructions .  They wiL. 
come along with us and represent all matters there . 

We callB to Tite t on • • • business . If Your Yiaje sty so pleases ,  we 
shall stay in Tibet for l or 2 daysa. We could make acquaintance from 
Tibet itself and then appear be fore Your Maje sty. It will be good if 
the (present ) solicited for th e Chinese and Dhewas are sent soon. W\b 
s hall represont othe r particulars after we come the re . What t00re to wise  
persons ? 
Bhadra Sudi J ,  Canp Dig arc ha .  

Expl�nation 
After  a treaty "-a.s concluded with China in 1849, a Nepali dele ­

gat iona· consisting of K::1j i  Devadatta Thapa, Subba Pratirna.n Rana, Jayant
Shah, ( son of lJaras ingh Taksari) and Balabhadra (son of  Khardar Bishnu­
s ;:arikar ), . went to th, Chine se Emperor with presents . This letter was 
senta, to King Ran Bahadur Shah after .  the ci:llegation returned from C hina 
and arrlv0d in Di2archa .  Before this , the delegation had se nta. a  letter 
from Lhasa, <.lB scribin'? its arrival in China . But we have not been abl-:� 
to secure that letter. 

Contd • • • .  



205 . 

This lette r  does not contain the year .  It mantions only the 
day of the ,month . and of the week. A per�s�; of th e c alendar for 
that period shows thc;i.t the date is Bhadra 0 23 , 1853 Vikrw1:a . The 
letter mentions that �he delegation wduld· reach Kat hm..-mdu only after 
the - Dashain. -'fhus it took about three  yes rs for the Ne pali dele gat ion . . . 

<to return f'zom China'o · .  

After they crossed the front il3rs of, Nepal, members of the Nepali 
de legation was treated as €:"Ua sts _ of China . The Chlna se gove':mna'rrt. deEute d  
its officials to escort them up. to' · th e frontiers on thei r way back .  '1beir 
tra.ve ling expenses were borne , and all othe'r arrangements made , by the 
Chinese govermre nt  its�lf . Tibet too made s ome arrangeme nts of it s  own 
in addition . In fact,  . it p.cputo C:. off icials to escort the dele gatic- n  up t o  
Kathrnnndu. Th e  Nepali.s took interpriters along with them while vis i.;. :.:.n� 

· - · Tibe t and China .  This - letter· rr.entions that th e  Ne pali dele gation was 
accompanied by a _Kashmiri. interpreter .  Pr obably. th e  Nepalis used the 
Persian language, , wh ;ich_ was us e.d promine ntly at  that time • 

. '. · •· . 
. .  

.

In , this letter,  the Nei]ali delega tioo has requoste' r� V:ing Ran Ba'hadur 
Shah to give Nepal-made ?,' OO ds  such as Kh'Jln:ris an:l Jana.t cloth as pres e nt ::; 

- to tne ·c hiriese officials ( Jame.da. rs ) who e s corte d it up to Tibet .· 

http:Jame.da.rs


so that they canno t  attend to their 

206 , .  

Village Panchayats' During-,' 'The Rana: Period· 
; 

· ·Village Fanchayat Ac t, 194°* ·:

Prea'llble :  

. ylhei-e_as it  µas been re p resented that even :i:-i case s oth3r than those
meri.t1o.ne d in Section 5 of the Law on Judicial J.uthorit.y ' c,f  ,Jnd rdars and
Bir�a pw'ners: in which compromise. · can· be e ffa ct(, d by the prominent perso ns 
of the" villag'3 ldthout forrr.a.l comp:'..aints ar.d r- · sponse s  being filed or 
penalties be.;ing awarde'd, ( the litigants' ) . do no'� approach such prominent

_. p�:r,�()ns , and; ins tead, take re course to the cc urt e ven in minor matters 
.' .whic h  qould b e. settle d amicably, 

occup::.tions and are liable to undergo penalti'J s ,  a.rd are thus harasse d, 

. Wherea,s , . on Pa.:. sa.kh 2 7 ', 1983 (May 10., 1926) an order was iss ued· i
�uthori�ing the formaticn o f  Panc hayats in Dang-Deukhuri di stri'ct on 
an experimental bas is t o  see whe ther the establishment of Panch� yat s 
co1µd . facilitate the qui ck disposal or �icable settlement of compl& -i.r.t s  

' or_' . dispute s within the villag e itself, thereby enabl:ing tho people t o  
.' .D;,t>t�nd t o  the ::.r occupa+:'. �:1:::; without any hindram e ,  

. . 'Whereas Panchayats consi::iting o f  electe d representatives of the local 
'villig�s were forme d (under the· afore said c rde r )  and ent rusted with the 
functions of maintainil"-B l o.1r �1.nd orde r with in the Panchayat area, c ultivat­
ing (waste )  lands, mak'�n;; arrang ements fo r  ct:> ns truction_ of_ d'ams , iITigation 
charmeJ,.s , etc ;  

. Wh� reas Panc haynt �ourts had also oo e n  established to dispc , , e of 
conipv.� 7� :,._, disputes in natters affecting the cu.st ems , usag es , .  etc . of  
t he local Tharu commun::.ty, th rough persuasion o r  �ompromi.se wher.e poss ibl ::;  
or el sG through direc t a.1•bitra tiori (by ➔ .he f'a:-whayat Court') , 

. .' . Whereas P£.nc hayats had be en ins tituted in 1930 a,t· 2 !):Laces· in Bhaktapu.c,  
6 places in Ic.litpur (inc luding one at  Lubhu) , _  9 places' in KathIMndu and .
in 1936; _one Pan� haya't had bee n  forme �. for e very 4 or 5 v:y.J.ag·es .,r moujas 
in Sapta�i and Betha ri ( Tarai ) an d  in Ea�t No . 2 and W_est 1'o . J { hill'regio,·: )  
at the di::::cro'·:;ion of  tt. e local Bada H1.kims', s ubje ci; to the _provision th.at
all disputes  c.-.. complaint s .:'ile d ac e 1:rding to law s_haJ2 , , .  as far as pr.:ictic -• 
able ., be disp0se d of -:,�• se-.t.tled· by Panchay a;;s t hrough pe rsuas ion or comor-o­
mis e in the pre sence -:>f :the Chairman of th e Pan ch?.ya t., to be el ecte'd hy· pr, o ;il:in the. Pancbayat area, other Panchayat menir.t.1 rs and the litigar;its, as rS 11 
as t he prominent pe·rso.ns of the village , ·  and whe re C Qnpromis e  is not poasibJ.,3
the di sputes shall be  :: e ferre d to the �urt_; _  · · 

. ,  . 
·-i:uovornrr.ent of Ne'pal, Gau:r1 Panc hayat Ko Aiii : •(Villag� Panchayat . ActJ. lt'irst 

Promulgatad : Aswi:.1 19, 200C, (October -$ ,  1949 ) .  Reprinted : · 2009 Vikrama 
(19S2 )  . Kathma�du : Gorkhapci.tra Press, 31 , PP. 

Contd • • •  
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-
I O'P ,  

Whereas reports submitted by distric t  headquarters off ices state that 
Panchayat s in all t he areas tJhe re t hese have be en formed are performing
the ir fooc tioi).S without giv ing exc1JSe to any person for fi ling complaints 
thereagains t, that . compla ints. about'.impropeT ac tions by ,· Panch ayat members 
have not so far been - rec eived �.nd that the establishme nt of Panc hayats in 
an orderly manre r wit hin a short t ime there has prov ed to be of a great 
convenience for the villagers in getting the ir grievances re dressed lncal ly, 
1:ithout s uffe r� any )'laras sment , so that people in ot her di stric t s  too 
have started demanding the formation of Panchayata in their villages ,  

. . . . ) ' � 
Whereas orde rs arid ;egulations ha d  been p romulgated providing for 

·the formation o f  suche· Panchayas in all the towns and vil lag es or moujas 
both in s ide and outs �de 9f Kathmm�u Valley a� the discretion o f. t he 
(appropriate ) dis trict Ea da  Hakims, and empowerin g (Panchaya.ts) to dispose 
of public complaints by eff ecting cc,mpromise i n  accordance with the law 
in the presence of the  Jimidar or Talukdar &f the villae:e , who will funct ic:-. 
a-s chief Pancha, and otoo r Panc hayat me mbe !'S e le cted by th a local residents i 

Whereas reports i'ron1 cti. strict headquarters offices in the districts 
where Panc hayat s were formed in th e above -me nti.ono d  manne r have st ated 
th1.t Pan chayats there are functioning well and that no complaints ageain st 
any Panch ayat member have so 'far been rec eived, thus indicc: tin'.: that the 
publi c · in: those districts as r,ell c2..n ncr�r g et their complaint s disposed 
of locally _, witr.out facing any inconve n:-i.ence or harassmente t hank s  to th e  
i�troduction of Panchayates in _ their �i llages, 

., 

_e
Whereas Jimid� 'rfl and o ther . prominent persons as well as other p eople 

from the Tara.J- aistri cts have submitted petitions to us to t he e ffect 
that it would be conv enient to all if a provision wa s made s tipulating  
that no complaint filed by any per son shall be entertained unlees s  it i s  
first lodged ,:it h the local Villag e Panchayat, and if othe r additional 
powers were c onferred on Pnnchayat s ,  

' Where as , 'in response to the afore said petition, pro visio ns have bee n 
ma.de fo r forminge· Village Panchayats each cons isting o f  a Chai :r,r1:1,1 ele c ted 
by a maj or ity of the local inhabitants, 7 membe r s  elec ted by them , and a 
member nominated by the governm�nt, wit h powers to dispo se of ceases by
eff'eeting · oompromise where possible according to the law, and where no 
·_qOl?lpromise is  po ssible , di spo se  of the ca:;;e s dire ctly , in c as e  the .sum •  
invoived in litigation does ·not exceed Rs lOC . 00, an1 in case the fines 
·to be · awarde d in Slc h  c ases do not exc e ed F:::: ? 5 . oo ;  t'or pr ohibit ing any 
villager to file his c ases dircctJy at the (Civil or Crimin�l ) Court with­
out obtaining from the appropriate Panchayat a certificat e authori zing 
him to · •cto so ;  and for entru sting Pan::hayat e with such functions as ms.k.in:.; 
a.'Tang etne zt. s for sanitation and cleanliness in th e  Panc}1cya.t areae, main­
taining law and order , proooting the davelopment of education, . agr-iculturee, 
industry, etc ,arranging for th e co nstructio!l and maintenance of damse, 

Contd • • •  
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channels and _other irr,ig�tion fa:c!i:lities as well aa or··:roa4a,taking such me a­
sures as rray. be ne�de� t.Q insure : th at theo· public is '. n ot h#-assed in any _� by landowners and othe r prollll.Ilent persons ·  of the villa

.ge 1 and so on , 

Whereas the afore saido· powers had bee n_ conferre d on Panchayat s in 
Tarai dis tricts provisionally for 2 years beginning C ha.itra 25, 2 013 . 
( April 6, 1947 ) pen�ng the enforcement of the new re gul ations , 

' .
Whereas the Constitution Committe e ,  cons isting ·of th e  Mini ster and 

Corrma.nder-in-Chie f ,  the Gene rals . of  the Wes tern and Eastern Cornman ds ,
othe r G eneral s ,  the Na.ib Bada Guruju and -,ther officers and office . heads 
has , in pursuance of our dire ctiv e to d etermine , at i ts own discre tion , 
the extent of amendments to be  e ffected in the existing re gulations , or 
of pooers t0 be conferre d to Panchaya t s  in o rder to i�ure uninfo rrnity 
in the working o f  Panc hayats in th e hill and Tcr-ai regj.ons , ha::; s ubm itte d 
a·  draft ( of the Villag e Panchayat Act ) ,  

And whereas we _have approve � the said draft submitted by thoe 
Constitution Corrznitte e ,  

Now the re fore , we her eby e nact the followi� . VilJag e Panc hayat Act 
t hroughout t he State of Nepal, · 

Ne ce s sary copies of this Act shal l be printe d and issue d by. the 
Gorkhapa.tra Printing Pre ss and shall be fo rwarde d (against rec eipts
containing nP ce ssary particulars ) to all appropriate persons in o rder 
to insure th at Panchayat s and Pa.nchayat Cov:-t s  alre ady e xist� in area s 
where new Panchayats ar e  to be forJ!J9 d after demarcat ing t he ir bcau.ndaries 
under the provisoions of this (Village Panchayat ) Act May 'be abolished 
in a smo oth mannero. 

Part I 

1.  ( a )  This .law may be called the Villag e Panohay-at Ac t .• : 

(b ) The Central Administrat ive Off ice s hall publish ar- ders ,  notifica­
tions and rule so. in th e pres s in respect to the enforceme nt Qf th is 
Act, ,  · __ 

( c ) If so rie c e ssary, the Cen tral Adndnist·ra.tiv-e Offi ce may ch<:$.nge or. . . . ' . . . · · 
am�nd such rules . 

2 •o. (a ) In _ order to esta.bµsh a Village Assembly in evc rJ .  village or 
group o f  v illa.ges, . a not ification shall be publis hed : indicating 
the nam<1 and boundaries as well as the number of ment>ers of the 
Pancbqy�t of sooh Village A ssemblyo, 

C.O ntd, • •  



3 ,  

4.  

5 .  

2 0?.  

·(b ) The' �rea. under t.he juri;,diction of every · -ViJ..;l..age Ass embly thus 
establi shed may: at any time be altere d· at the discretion •f the 
government; Qr on the repr. e�e.nta.t ion flf  such Village Assembly or .the inhabi_tarit,s of the •village , if. the reasons adv'anced .. th ere in ·
are cons id�ed proper.  

(a ) Ev ery .  Village.- �ssembly as. mentioned 1n: the · notific 2.-'.:ion s\1all b e  
· cons idered a corporate body'. It  s h<lll discharge functions within 
its authority accor.dine; t o  laws and regulat ions . For th e good of 

. the, body, it may se ll� purchase or • accept as gift or donation 
movable _and immovable property and make proper a?Taneeme nts in 
re spect there to ,  and issue or accept contracts of any ct he r kind 
like an indiv idta 1 .  Ii;, may sue and be au.a d agains t  like an indivi du� l. 

(b) Every Village Ass embly shall have a separate seal of it s own. 
. ' r  . 

All genuine citizens of the area under the -j uris diction  cf the Village 
Assembly who have attai..� d  t he c. zs of 2l years , othe r than those 

: · me ntioned below,., _ ,  shall be i ts  me mbers : -

(a ) Lunatics . 

(b_) Lepers'. 

(c ) Persons who hav'e been declare d bankrupt and insolvent . 
f· 

(d )" Goverrurent employe e s  posted in the are a (unde r t,r1 e · jurisdiction 
of the Village Asse1rbly') . 

(e ) Persons who have been convi cted of offenses relating t' o e lections . 

(£ ) Persons· who have been s entenced to , or have undergone � - ilii)risonment 
for more than s ix  rr.onths for any offense , and hav e  be en re le ased 
on parole for goo d conduct . 

(g ) Me nb ars · of associations which hav'e been banns d by ·':,he gove rrinent . 

Note -

Persons who have lived in the Village Assembly area for a year __ 
shall be cons'idered genuine inhabitants there9f. 

·unless aey membe r become s  disqualified under the  c ircu-rastances 
mentioned in Section 4,  or moves to anoth er VilJ.ago Assembly a�ea' , 
he shall be re garded a.s a membe r of t:iG Village Assembly'. 

Contd • • '• 



( a ) The disqualifications ment ioned in Clauses (e ) and (f ) · of Section 4 

7 • .  (a ) 

r,:i.a • .  

6 .  
may be removed by order of the governm ent'. 

(b ) In case any porson who is disqu.alif:ie d to becc;,me a member of theVillage Assembly' unde r &= ction u is already ilarking as a me mber 
thereof for' · any reason, the c::.ction t aken by th e· 'Villag e Assembly 
including s uc h pe rson shall not be invalid .  

.· ,
In case any area comprising A- Village Assembly is amalgamated with 
any To"m or Village Panc hayat,  such Village A ssembly shall be
dissolved and accounts of it\ income and expenditure and its assets 
as v.a ll as documents in resp•lct to the function::; performed by it
shall be handed over to the /own or Villag e  Panchayat into wh ich
it is amalg e.mate d. 

: (b ) In case any constituent are�. of a Village Assembly is situated 
within any Town or Village h.nchayat area, orily such part shall
be separated (from the Villl�e Assembly) and the accounts of 
income and expenditure and ass ets i n respect to such part as 
wen· as docume nt 3  conce rnin.� the fure tions performed in there in 
shall ba handed over to :the Town or Villag e. Panchayat into which
it is mer ged. 

Chap�. '1 :r II . 
Meeting s And�:tions Of Village Assembly 

J 

8,  (a)  The members of  the Village Assembly shall duly elect from among
t hemse'lves a Chairman , a 'rice-Chainnan as well as an executive to 
"u e  lmown as the Village Pa�1c hayat consis tir.g of su ch number of 
members as prescribed in the order, each with a term of 3 ye ars .  

(b ) The members of the Village Panc hayt shall duly elect f rem among
them selves a Chairman a nd n Vice ..:Chairmml , wc h of whom �h all 

. have a tenur� of three ye�rs . 

(c ) Every n:emoor o f  the Village Panc haya t shall . hold office for three 
years. The Chairman of th 9  \Tillag e  Asse mbly shall caus e one -third 
of  the me mbers of the Village Panctiayat to retire every ye ar by 
rotation, and arrang e· fer fresh elec tions to repJ,.ace them .  

Note - At the en·d of the firs t and the se cond ;y-e ar of the forma ­
tion of the Villar.a Panchayat. , the Chairman shall organize 
lots to �cide whi�h one-third of the memoo_rs s hould retire . _'

· ,  
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(d ) Only P8l'S0ns who have att4�ed the ag e  of 25 yeats. or more, 
are -literate ,  hold property (land, houses , etc )  with� the 
area under. the jurisdiction o f  the ccncemed Villag e Panchayat,
and whose .nam3 s are registere d in th e vote rs lists of the Village 
Panchayat, ·. shall be :entitled tr. beo. •l e.1:-e cteod to the Village Pa�?hayat 

. '.. .. . . · , . -• . 

(e ) Before assuming office , every ' tiamber and employee of the Villag e 
• Panc l)ayat shall take oath in the follo�1ing manre r at the Village 

Panchayat meeting : -

" !  swear by the name o f  God a s  we ll· a s  the government o f  Nepal 
that I shall dischE..rge my dutie s faithfully and impartially . 11 

.. . 

(f ) . The Chairman of the Vil7"'. ge Aose mbly ,  o r ,  in his absence , the· 
Vice- Chairman., s hall co1�Juct· the pro cee dings of mee tings of the 
As sembly. 

( g )  In case · any member dies or voluntarily re signs from hi s pos t, 
his seat shall be de emed to have fallen vacant . But r.:i membe r  
sha_ll c ontinue in the following c ircums tan ces , when he shall 
relimuish his po st. In case he doe s not relinquish his post 
in the follmring cir cums tances , the Villag e Panchayat shall 
cause him to do so : -

(1) Ip. case he suffers from any of the disqualifications mentionr cl 
in Section 4, 

(2 ) In c ase he absents himself from three consecutiv e meet ings 
of' the Villag e Panc heyat without ass igning any satis facto ry  
reas ons the re .for t o  the Chairman by treans of a noticeo, 

( 3 )  In case any member wilfully s e cures c ontracts frolll th e . 
Village Panchayat or accepts contracts or become s a partner 
in any contract concluded with the Villag e Panchayat, 

(4) In case he indirectly or covert ly assists an:y per son in fil 'i.r. 
a suit asainst the Villag e  Pancha.yat or a ss istos him in 
pro se cutin� a case against the Village Panchayat or openly 
pleads sucl:1 ca �s hims elf, 

- (5) In case he behaves .. in a manner which is incompatible with 
his post or misuses his positi on s o  as to cause harm to the 
publico. 

(h ) The Chairnnn of the VilJ.age Panc hayat , and, during hi s  abs ence ,
the Vi ce -Chairman on the farmero' s  written order , s m.11 perform
the following .functi ons : -
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. · _(1 ) To conve ne meetine s .  of. the Village Panchayat according to. . ·' : need,  subj_e·c t to _the prov isions of this Act and the Villag e
Panchayat Rule _s ,  presiaa over such meetings a nd conduct the · · 

· . ( ;2 ) '· To :superv:i.s�. ·ihe work : of employees of · the Village Panchayat • 

. ( 3 )  To look after the· financial affairs of the Village Panchaya t ' 
and to notify the. _ yi,µag e Panchayat of omissions, if any , 
found the rein�· · · '  · ·· 

• ·  (4 ) To  perform such func tiou as the Chair rra.n is required to 
per fo rm •.und.er tfie differe nt provisions of the "law and 

· reeulations relating to Village Panchayat s .  

(5 ) To perfo rm any other .function under authority grar;te d by 
the \7illage· Panchayat, 

(6 )  To subntl.t such reports· and. statements as may be asked for 
by. the District Pr,nc: ha yat or the concerned Central Administra - ­
tiv e Office and forward . resolutions passed by the Village 

·Panchayat to · such office within the pr& ecribed ��a -limit . 
. . 

( i) The Chairman may have any functions within his aut lDrity, othe r 
than those mentione d in ·  Sub''."'Clause (1) of Clause (h ) of S ection 13,  
performed by th'e Vice-Chairman under his supervision. He shall 
direct the VicEi-Chairman t o  pe rfonn such func tions through a writton 
order . 

. . 

9 .  (a ) The Village Assembly shall hold its generai' zrset:ing and conduct 
its proceedingf? twic e  a yea r :- once after the harvestin�for · the 
winter crop and' . once after the'· harvesting of the monsoon· cror; . In 
case the Chairman himself so deems prope r,  or in c a.se a minirr.um 
of 2 0%  of the total members file an applic ation requesting for the 
convenin g  of a me eting to discuss a particular matter explaining
the reas ons therefor, the Chairman may convene an extraordinary 
rr.ee ting within 30 days from the dat e of  t he receipt of such applica•· 
tion. He s hall i ssue a 1 r:·_' t,ten notic e i;;pecifying the dat·a:-- venue ··and agenda of ·such meeting. 

(b ) No ll'Seting shall be held unle ss it attended by at · ·1east 10% of ·the total membe rl:i . In' case this quorum is not achieved� anoth'er 
dute for holding 't he meet� - �hal,l, be fixed and such meeting may
be held even if .  ·it may be attended by a mininum of 5% of the 
merrbe rs . No meeting sha.ll b,e beld. t.t:: :i:t· is attended by les s than 
5% o f  the total ·members � . . . 
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(c ) The employee s  deputed for this purpos e shall damarocate the wards 
. .  , of- the Villag e Assembly in such a manner as to ' make it conv enient 

tor .ho+�� :electio� _to the _Village As.sembly. 
. . . � ·f' . • ·  � ' ' . . . . . . ' . ,  . . .  · . . . ° 

(d) .  Theo. Cha1 ��h-> Vi�e�Chairman ·a·s �e ii� - �s';o'.�il ' othe'r me nlb ers of the 
Village ' Panoh�yat sr.all. not be requirect too· discharge compulsory
labor obligati ons and pay othero. taJCes other than thos e to be •. 
1ev.ied on hou ses and compoundso.· according to the tax-assessment 
records as .long � they b�dr:-ot! ice . 

10. (a ) The Vill�e As sembly shall, at its' me eting to be held annually
after the rarve st-ing of +he  mo nse on c rop , inspect and ap pr - v e  
statements of. income and expe nditure f or  the pre ceeding ye ar 
as \-e ll as ·  ;for the c�rerit year up to the date of su ch meet ing 
pro pa.red' by the Villag e Panchayat and clear the budg et f or the 
next fiscal. year pr·osented byo· the VilJag� Pancmiyat . 

(b ) The Vi�ge · Assembly may r;vise or alte r ·statementso. of income and 
· expenditure .presented by the Village Panchaya t. . .  

(o ) The Village Assembly shall, at the ordinc!-I'Y me eting to be held . 
after the harve sting of the winter crop ,  discuss or m"ke c r .l..0, -·; is . ;  
of t he  measure s ta.ken by the Villag e  Panchayat in its area, the 

· disputes disP(!seJ of by the Panc hayat Court ,  as well- as matters 
relating to the ha.ppii:e s s  or welfare of the villagers ., formulate 
now ple.ns and preos oot them at the Village Panchayat· me etingso. 

Chapter III 
wties ,  Functions And Powers Of Village Panchayats 

ll .  The Village Pa.nchayat shall pe rform the following funoct ions.  It shal .• 
allocate funds for such functions within the limits of its incom� . 

(a ) T o  cons truct . and r e pair roads arrl keep them clean. 

(b ) To make ·arrang ement s for prote ctil'€ t he health of the public . 

( c ) .  To look a.ftsr sanitation and take meoasu res for pre vent ing and 
, arranging medical tre2.tment . for epidemics and infectious disea s":o'. 

. • ·\

(d ) 'l'o prote ct an(\ l.ook after the building s and othe r ass et:a · in : thc 
cus tody o f  the Village Assenft:>ly as well as those that lTBY be add .. 
to its custody subsoquently. : · · · ·  

(e ) To compile and maintain population rec ords . 
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(f ) To remove encroachments, if any, by other per sons on the houses 
or othe r assets belo � mg to or in the custody o f  the Village 
Asserrbly. 

(g ) To mainta in  crematoria and a. rrange for places wrere c orpses are.thrown.' · 

(h)  To submit repCl!l"ts to the District Administration Office regarding 
measure s  tak� for the benefit of the villages under th:! juris dic­
tion of the District Panchayat. 

(i ) To open and manage schools for providing primary education to 
children • .  

( j ) To se t  as ide and take care of pasture grounds . 

(k ) To c onstru ct ,  f8pair and protect public wells ; tanks , ponds ,
water taps as well na sources of water ,' . and arr&nge for and 
protect drinking pl�ce s  for cattle and · ponds for washing and +, o 
pro tect trees s ituated around sourc es of water. 

(1 ) To construct new houses , exte nd or' · alter the structure of exist in:; 
ones '. 

(m ) To extend assistance in the de·velopment of agricult u:re, trade 
and industry. 

(n)  In the event or the outhreak of fire ,  to rrake a.ITangement s for 
extinguis hing it and prot ecting life and property from the fire . 

( o )  To elect membe rs to the Panchayat Court'. 

(p ) T o  nnke arrangements for· matenity and ch ild weli'are . 

(q ) To . select places for dumping garbage • 

. (r) T<> perform any other fttnc ti on ass :ign ed t o  tl:le Village 'Assembly • 
. .· . .. ; 

(s ) To make arrangements for the formation of the Panchayat Court 
and for mee ting its expenses .  

{t ) To· rra.ke arrar.g ements for /maintaining cattle-pounds. 

(u ) To increase too cattle population , improv e cattle, bre eding ,
protect them from disea se's and make arrang'errents fo;r their 
treatme'nt. · 
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(v ) To fill ·up and level dumping grounds and pits · containing garhag e .  
I · , ,  . 

(w) To appoin� ;p�·ons to .ac;t as guards a:o:r ;entries , · and deliv er 
written orders i�ued· by the Pan cha yat arrl the Parichaya t Court 
in accordlylce 'with the ru le s . 

-: . .  ' . � . 

(x )  To co�tribute 20% of its inc·one to  th,e District Pan.cha.yet and 
to submit; if neces sacy-,· rept1rts to: the latter in .-accordance 
with the provis ions of th e  Acto. 

{y ) To mke arrangene nt s  for propagating and imparting training on 
cottage industry. 

(z ) 'l'o make ·s�f�g�rds against the ft; robbe ry, a ssault , etc, .  in �s . 
. or wards of' t):'le Village Panchayat area or tq quell ·  riots or dis­
turbance s  (11).ring fair s or exhibit ions ; arrest and· hand over t he·

· culprits (to , tt,e. police station) with:._the ' cooperation of  the 
local pa o_f)le ; and in the ev ant of sue h as sistance - be ing inade�uatc ,. 
with the assistance of the District Adminisotra�ion Office or the 
Police Station afte r ihforming them accordingly; and to pro vide 
information, if any available , under Se ction LO of the Law on 
Judicial Procedur.e ( of the Leg.<ll Code ) .  

(aa.) To take stepso· to prevent cows ,  buffaloes- or other animals from 
damaging or de stroying farms or .fie1dso. 

(ab ) To look aftsr t he prop·erty o f lunati cs and o rphans and nake 
provoisions for feeding destitutes according to the law on Poverty 
and Indigancy . . - · 

(ac )  To propare li sts of members ef the Village Assembly ' after it is 
constituted an d  to indicate changes if anr,o. in thei c ompoeition. 
thereof eve ry  yearo. 

(ad) To ac cept cop�s of :nlblic notifications or prociamations · (of 
the governnent ) from too Dist rict Administration ' Office �nd Ac t  
accordingly and retain such copioes with, car e . · . '  

(ae ) To perform within the are a under it s j urisdic tion such functions 
as Talukdars and Jimidars (tax collection functionaries ) are 
re quire d to i:srform under Section 2 of the law on Capital Offense� • 

; 

(af)  To perform arw other · function of a Village As::; sm:bly without 
pre judice to the Act and ruleso. 
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Optional Function� 

12 . The Village.  Panchayci.t , if' it so  desires' , may perform '1:he f ollowing
functio� as weu·�-: ·:· 

,. .  
(a )  To plant trees ·on eithe'r side of the road· as· well as in other 

appropriate pJaces . 

(b ) To establis h cooper�tive so cietie s .  

(o )  To maintain godowns for the st.orage of improved see ds  and 
agricultural too:s'. 

' (d )  To unde rtake re lief measures in the event of famine and other 
calamities. 

(e ) To' open librari es and . reading rooms and submit reports t here of . . 

( f }  · To arrange for sports grounds and gymnasiums . 
. 

. 
( g ) To see that places used for suc h purposes as leather work , dying

and cooking are  kept away. f rom main settlenents , so th:1.t th ey 
may not cau'se any inconvenience to tho villag er�'. 

{ h) To maintain r3,!iio sets and gramophones . 

(i )  To make arrangemerits fo:r_- lighting . '· 

(j ) To open and run markets , fairs and hats ( seasonal nia.rkets ) .  

13 .  ( a) Canals and irrigation ·channe ls other than those under �he c ontrol 
of th1;1 government and indi viduals , drains and ma.in ro.ads and 
tracks ,(within the villa� e )  s hall remain under the· c::ontro 1 of 
the Village Panc'haynt'. In case it is nece'ssary to r·epa ir s uch 
canals or channels , construct new d:rains ,  culv erts,  etc , or shift 
existinf:'. one s to other places ,  or to expand, _deepen or improv 13 
such cap.a.ls , c ra ins ,  culverts etc , the Village Panc hayat' 1 ·s hall 
do so ·without causing any damag e to adjoining fie lds o'r' 'ra.rrns ,  
as fa r  as possible . 1'he Village , Panchayat may clear any bushes 
and t ree s ,  · or branches  t hereof, if it is necessary to do so for·· · · the afore said purposes .  

. . 

· (b) The Village Panc hay·�t shall make arrangements for separate places 
·for' drawing 'drinking water, washinp; ,  bathine , etc·, -i'1 ,)t'de r  that 

· filth and dirts may not reach them . 

Contd. • • •  

http:cap.a.ls


- -211. 

:i..4. (1 ) The Village Panchayat , if it so deems necessary to improv e public 
he alth in the viDaga ,  may, by notification , : din ct the concerned 

. . =. : .. ! persons to un:lertake the f ollowing functions according to their 
capacity wit�in a spe cifie d time -limit : -

. • • • ' ' • ," ' ' '. , I •• , ' ,, . • • ;i ,. ! 

(a )  T� rep��r :Or alterothe desi1P1· ?r · 4·va.t?rie s  and latrines or .othar · ' s imilar dump;tng place_s . , .. • . ' ; ,., . .  - · · 
.1 • • 

(b )  Tu c lean ponds tanks or wate r spouts . ., 

(c ) To clear bushes or gra sses  within the eonpound of  houses .  

(d) To r�mov e garbages from the compour.d. 

(2 ) In case the owner of the concerned house is agg rieved by , such 
notification , he may file an appe al ag ainst such order wit h the 
Distric t  Administ ration Of:,icc  w �.t '-dn 3 0  d ays from the date of 
the receipt the reof_. 

. r 

15. · (a ) _Every Village Pancha.yat shall be re quifed to cpe :) primary schools 
and Pathsalas· in accordance wit h  the rules mea."1.t for primary
schools and Pathsalas . The Villag e Panchayat shall introduce  such 
curricula as are pre scribe� by thoe Edu.cation Department and appoint 
qualifie d tea(.;ters for such schools .  It shall provide assistance to 
exis't,ing schools or PathsaJ.as . 

(b ) The Village Panchayat shall open dispensarie s subject to the. rule3 

- framed by the Health Department. 

. (c ) The s ubsidies re ceived from the government as well as c ontribution:, 
!.n cash or in kind colle cte d for purpo 32 s mentioned  in th"' pre cedi. ,: 
rules shall be ke pt with car e and accountos there o f'  s hal_l also be  
maintaineod. 

16 . In case any Villag e Panchayat is unable to est-ab li $b s c hools or dis­
pensaries in its area independently, it rr.ay open schools a.nd dispen­
sarie s jointly with any other Village Panchayat • 

. 17 . (a)  In case the District Administratipn O ffice issues  �.ny w ritten 
order to th� Village Pancohayat direocting it t<:> provide _assoistancE 

· to government rn,qloyees who are de}:ut�d to its area on ·o off ici.ll any
busine s s  of any kind J it shall acccrd.ingly provide every possible 
cooperation to them. 
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(b ) In case a:ny person who . has committed any offense punishable by
law and re gulations in respect to state cases , or has absconded 
from jail, or is in arrears to the governme?t,  or in respect to 
whom notification and warrants have been issued, is found ente ring 
the Panch ayat ar�a, the Village . Panchayat shall inform the appro ­
priat e  office or re gional court .accordingly and shall also as s ist 
in arresting h:i.m. 

18. (a.) In case the Village Pan chayat fee ls that it is necessary to under­
take any tas 1 :  :·r:.. r the welfare of the pe ople within its are a, it  
shall inform the . . 'conc erned C'. entral Administration Office of i.h:i 

·.steIJs' . nee ded to b·e taken in respect thereto and then a.ct as dire cted . 

(b ) In case any government employe e  deputed on of'fic ial bus iness , or 
any Jimidar, Patuwa.r, Talukdar or aey oth3 r person , is found to 
have haras'sed or to be 1-iarc:.ss ing  the local people, th e Village 
Pancha.yat shall report t he  rratter along with evidence to. the 
Chie f C ff' icer cf' the appropriate District Administ;ration Office . 
On receipt of such report , the concerne'd District Administ ration 
Office shall . take action or direct acti on to be  taken accord:'.ng 
to law and regul ations . 

19. In case the Village Panchayat is asked to re cove r govenunent arrears 
or a:ny other outstandi.Dg amounts from persons within the area under 
it.s ,ju.r.i.sdiction , or in cas e it  is reque sted by aey person to collect 
rents or any otter dues  whic h  he is en titled to re ceive according to 
law and re gulations , the V.illage Panchayat may re cove'r such arrears,  
rents or other dues _on the basis. of a contrac't or in any other manner 
wh ich may benefit it •  

20. · .  I n  case any m ember of the Village Panchayat o r  a ny  Joint Commit ;:,ae  
forme d under this Act · or the rule s' , or any memter thereof , misappro­
priates er cause s  lo ss of  ftmd s be long ing to or in the posses sion 
of the Pane ha.y::1.t , only suc h  rre mbe r  or committee shall be personally 
ac co untable therefor. Suits may be filed against such member or · · committee in order to realize such losses .  · 

21. A pe rmarent Taharir (clerk ) may· be  appointed 1n order to conduct the 
busines s of too Village Assembly smoothly'. Hi s  salary shall· pe paid 

·from of the Village Ass embly Fund'.' In case' · it is required to appoint 
more than one su ch employee or to appoint- any number of temporary 
employe e s, the Village Asse mbly sha ll su ek the a.pprovc1.l of the appro­
priate office and a'"t .  as _dire cted'. If · it be conBs nece::; �1, ... ry, the Villar; e .Assembly may appoint one pe rson on a temporary basis f'.or a maximum 
period of' six months •.. .  I"v . may also dismiss its employ��s'. 
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22.o· '!be Vi.ll�e · :f>anchayat may,' if ne c e ssarY:, )o;m a;ny c�mnitte e from 
a100ng i. ts. membe:rs to assi st in . . the perf'cmrance of any function 
specifiedo. in' this Act. The Villag� Pari:Chl:}yat imy delegate any of 

·· its powers to : sµ�h _comnitt�e . · · : · . . ·, < , · .· 

23 . Tv10 or more Village Assemblies may jo:tntly :'orm a committee  t o  diosous s 
matters concerning their ar1.:- s s.:'.d dele gate ne ce ssary powers to it . 
The inhaboitarits of  suc h  villages or areas sha 11 be ·unde r  obligation 
to abide by the rules frane d by such Joint C omnittee . 

24. Every Village Pa.nc_hayat s hall maintain a furrl of its own .  The follawin,; 
amounts shall be credited to this fund after mald.ng entry there of in 
the accountso. 

25. (a ) Procee ds  of taxes which the Villag e Panc hayat is empowered to 
levy unde r th is Act .  

(b ) Subs ict,· in cash or in kind grante d by the government t o  t he 
Village Assembly . 

(c ) Am:>unts which e:r·"' cl:l.re cted by any governuent court to re credited 
to the ac counts of �he Village Panc haya t .  

(d ) Proceeds f.rom fine s ,  Baksauni, etc , imposed under Se ction 43 of 
the Panc hayat C.Ourt Act .  

(e ) Sa.le proceeds of garbage, c ow-dung , carcasse s ,  etc ,  colle cted by
employee s of the Village Panchaya t .  

(f )  Loans obtaine d the Village Ass embly .  

(g ) Subs idies or grants provided by the Di strict Panc hayat o r  any 
other Panchayat. 

(h )  Donat ions made by any person to th e Vi llage Ass embly. 

( i )  Finan cial subs idy granted to it by the gov ernm3nt f or purposes •·· · · ·specified r.y it.  

. (j ) Amounts .·received (from � per son or agency )  under . .:.a ction 17 . ' , 

(k ) Fin= s  on stray animals and other levies imposed under ·the · Act 
ani re gulationso. 

(1 ) Incoll8 ac cruing from the mov able and imrrx:ivable assets in the 
poss ession of the Village Assembly . 

To Be Continued 
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Mis cellane ous Larid Grants And End owITBnt!3 

1 , Land Grant To Musl:i.rr/�retakers' Of Ranipokhari Taruc In Kat l'n'nandu 

From King Ran Baha dur, 

To Karimuµ.ah � Rahimullah, Fakrullah al')d Bismillah. 

You have const ructe d  a ne1·1 h·ou:s �·· on a plot of land ne.ar theo· Rani­
pokhari bridge . and �e °liv ing thf•reo. We here by grant· thi s land to you 
as Gharbari. Coonst ruct _seats and doors on th e  rest -house on the bridge . 

· Kee p  it locked from early eveni� throughout the nigh t .  Keep it open
: during the day . Do not peT'lTli t  anybo dy to wash his c lothes or b athe  his 
read, or to pas s ·u:rine or excretion,  in the tank� With due loyalt;r, plant 
fruits and flowers on the land and appropriate the produce. 

Kart ik Sudi 5, 1852 
( 9/16 ) 

2 .  Guthi Endowment For Whitewashing Bridge On B ishn'1mati Rive r  In Kathmandu 

From King Girbano. 

We. he reby 'endow JOO nruris of lands mentioned below fcir whitewas hing 
the bridge on the Bis hmunati river on Kart ik Badi loever-; year. Yasdhar 
Bajrakarmi is rntrusted with .  the re sponsib ility of operating th is:o· Gut hi . 
Income from th ese ;Lands . shall be utilize d to whitewash the b rfdge . 10 
ropanis of lands have ooe n allotte d  as the emo lume nt s  of the Cluthiyar .  
The s urp lus amount shal l b3 kept i n  re serve to finance ne ce ssary ·repairso. 
In cas e t he amo unt prove s to be inadequate , the mr. tter shall be refe rre d 
to us . 

(Particular s of J OO  muris of lands s ituate d in Kirtipur and Thansing ,
Nuwa.kot district,  follow ) . 

Shrawan Badi. 10, 1867 
( 9/62 ) 

3 •. Confirmation Of Land Grant 11:3.de During Solar Eclipse 

From King Girb�n, 

To Gopal Jha, son of Tota J ha. 

:Formerly, the King of Hakwanpur had granteod the roouja of Sudiyahi
in l'ahottari Parganna of Mahot t.a.ri dis tric t ,  after indicating t he h oundari , :  

-'thereof, a s  Kuosh Birta during a solar eclipse with the ob jeoct of p::--opi tfat �. 
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Vishnu. Our father ( i� � - King Ran Bahadur) had confirmed this g rant forC
· propitiating Vishmf�o, Udaya Singh and Gana.pat� ·Padhya fiac been deputed ; 
to measure the lands ' so �hat a copper plat e · lJlight be issued. :'l'tley have 
demarcate d the boundaries and submitted their .. r eport·. We- her eby issue 
this royal order on - cc;>pper plate { confirmi� the grcµit )  of the lands 
b eing utilize d  so far ,as well a s  all·oravenue� accruing theroefrom, with 
the exception o f  , Goddhuwa , Gadimubarak, Ch�wan and Sair . l;Jit h due 
loyalty, reclaim the land and promote settlemento, and appropriate the 

.pro duce , knowing it t o  be  Ku3h Birta, and enjoy happinesos ;from · generation 
to generation. Wish victo ry f-o r .us and bless  us .  The Birta'  owner shall 
not encroach upon lands not mentiora d in the gra nt ,  which sh�ll not be 
confiscate d without any off ense being c ommitted .  In case you do not canp.i.Y 
with the se restric tions , you shall be a s inrn r in this world. Any person 
who confiscate �.:; la11d granted by himse lf o r  by others shall be reborn as 
a worm ar�d liv e in human e::,:cre tion for 60, 000 years . 

Baisakh l (Badi 8 )  1869 
(9/223 ) · . .. . . 

h. Waste I.and Grant For Guthi Endoonent For Ma:intenance  Of Wate r-Spout 

F.rom King Raje ndra, 
To Jaifar Adhikari . 

W� hereby grant 13 muris of waste land in Khari for endowment as 
Guthi to repa:ir and ma:intain t he wate r-spout constructed by you on the 
Khar-i hill on the train road leading to Bura'wt .  With due loyalty, re claim 
the waste land, repair and ma.irrtain · t he  water-spout and use the land as 
O:utbi. 

( Particulars of land follow) . 

Marga Badi 14, 1891 
( 9/282 ) 
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Glossary Of Revenue , Administrative .And 
Other Terfas' · occur:ring In Nepali Hist orical 

Documen ts 

. . . ,· A district:..1.eve � ,  o f!-' icial responsible Munsiff 
for land measurement and the prepa!'a­
t ion of tax aci �c't:: sment records in 
the Tarai di stI,'icts� · His high status 

. is proved by the authority granted tc 
him to dismis's Chaudraris and other 
revenue c olle ction functionarie s i n  
consultation with the . . chie f of the 
dist ri ct administration if they
re fused to reclaim was te lands' . The 
Munsiff was also responsible for 
land reclamatio n  and resettlemant •. 

. !fa was authorized to I iVe  tax exemp­
tion to settlers f or an initial peri o� 
of 2 or 3 years . 

Musa Praj a • • • rwots who were under the juris dict ion 
· not of the State but cf Birta or 

Kipat owmrs '. In contradistinction, 
those who were .mde r the control of 
.the Stat� were kr ... 0wn us Raja Praja . 

Nankar • • •  Lands assigred to Chaudharis and 
othe r  revenue c oll.a ction func tionari r,� 
as the L r  emoluments in the Tarai 
dist:ricts. 

Nayak . . •. An official appointe d by the Govern­
ment of Nepal in Lhasa, Tibe t, to 
exerc ise judicial authority OV�fr the 
loc cµ Nepali busine ss c ommunity. · He 
was ·assisted by leading merchants, 
who were known a$ Thakalls • 

Nirl<:hi • • •  A tax colle cted from settlers and 
purchasers of comno dities in'. the 
oas�e.rn Tarai districts. It was 
abolished som;, ti.me af'ter 1798 . In 
1805 , the tax was introduced for 
selle rs only in the c entral and 
eastern hill regions'. 
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Nisaf . • .• ·  

Nun-.Bhoansari . .. . 

. Nwagi-Kharcha . . - , ·  . 

·o.. : .. •Pagari-IB.stur · . . ._. . 

Pakho . . . . 

Panchakhat • • • 

Pan:c hit >- .· .  .. . . 

Parta • • • 

.. . .  

A corrupt f onn · or·· the Arabic 1 1Nisa.f" 
whicho. -meant rttaxa.ble mini.mum . o" A 
levy· lil8.so· · colltic-ted ··on this basis on 
lands ... allo"tteocC-fo · Mokaddams in the 
eas.tern Tara :i..  beofore 1794. 

An C' fficial appointed to c olle ct 
dutie s  on salt importe d from Tibet . 

A levy collecte d in Thak and elseo- .. 
where in the fonn of newly-harvestec. 
grains • 

A paym:,nt of Rs 5 collocted from 
the winner in a court case in retur� 
fo r a tu rban ( Pagari)o. 

In the 'l'arai di $tricts,  cult ivator 
who doe s  no t live in the villag e 
where his lands are situated. 

Unirrigate d hillside or high latids 
pos sibly a rorrupt form· o f  the 
Persian 1 1bakhs • "  

Ori ginally, off e:1ses  relating to 
bribe ry, smur-; ::ing, murder (includfrf' 
infanticide ) ,  assault resulting in 
the she dding of blood and · cow-sl.2.ug� .. . 

S ; 1b ss'-1ue ntly,  offe nse s  involvint: c&.�� ' 
punishme nt , s having of t.he head ,  
b:-a.nding for degradatioon to a lowc:-:­
caste and loss of cast � .  

A le vy  imposed in the easte rn Tara:: 
districts before 17 93 ; the prcceedi· 
were approopriated by local off iciaJ 
and f1mc tionarie s .  Replace d  by the 
Grarn-Kharcha levy in that rearo• _ . '. : · : - : 

Waste lands, poss ibly a corrupt 
from of the Mughal term 1 1 Parauti .o1 1  

Compensation paid to the husband 
by a person who took his wi fe .  

Contd • • • 
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Patuwari 

Paulo 

Pe shka r 

Potada.r 

Prachan 

. Puchhahi 

Pu.rohit1o· 

Praj'ajat 

Pradhan 

Raibarm. 

• • •  In the Tarai districts , a functionary · 
who maintains tax asse ssment and 
collection re co rds. 

• • •  A '\uant ity of  gold dust e qual to 
6 mas has ,  value d at Rs 8 in Jumla 
inlfD°b. 

A j udicia 1 functionary in some • • •  
Tarai di. s tricts . 

An official appointed to c olle ct • • •  
the fota tax on Birta lands in 
Kathmandu Valley . 

. � .  (1 ) A revenue colle ction functi onary in 
Kat.hmandu Valley at t he  villagoe le ve l 
chosen f rom among lo cal landowne rs.  

(2 ) He admen of the Putwar,· Dole , Bala,
D.iiyan, Dali and other c ommunitie s 
in Kathmandu Valley .  

• • •  A tax·olevied o n  falcons in Jumla , 
Dullu , Dailekh an d  other areas . 

• • •  A tax imposed on Brahman priest s 
in the e as tern Tarai dist rictso. 

• • •  A generic term used to denote such 
conrrpunities a s  Bhote , Chepang, Darai,  
:Maj hi ,  Hayu , Danuwar, Kumhal and 
Pahari , but mt Gurung , Lirnb'.J and Rai . 

• • •  (1 ) A re venue functionary in Kumaun wh o 
as s is te d  the Kamin in the co lle ction 
of reve nue and the exercise of judici�l 
authority. 

(2 ) . In Kathmandu Valley, there were four 
Pradhans · to assist the Dware in dis ­
charg ing' similar func tionso. 

(1 ) Tax asseossme nt scheduleo. • ! • 
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Raj -Anka 

Raj-war 

Sa.gauddha 

Sahanapal. 

Sair 

(2 ) Land allotments among local inhabi­
tants in proportion to their rhys icn_J.. 
ca:pa city and the size of .their familie� • 

( 3 ) Allotments to military personnel •f 
revenue assigne d  to the company. .. 

, .  

• • • 
. ,

A generic term use d to deno te taxe's 
and levies the pr oceeds of w hic h 
-accrue'd to the royal pala'ce' .- -1'hes'e 
inc'lude'd Walak, Godan, Chumawan .  
Gadimubarak, Goddhuwa .:; and Fattemu­
barak,  

• • • A re'venue colle'ction fu�ctionary 
in the far-we stern Tarai. 

• • •  A levy on communal faciliti es such as 
pastures and sour ces of water in the 
eastern Tarai districts . 

• • •  (1 )  A i'unctionary appointe'd ::.n '.1'i.llage s  
i n  Kathmandu Valley t o  prev ent cattle 
fr om straying into fields' . 

( 2 )  A VJ.x colle ction f rom pea sants to 
finance the emolUlTlent's of the Sahanap:l � •  

• • •  Taxes other than land tax, suc h as 
customs chlties'.· 

T-0 Be Continue d 

(S .B .M. ) 
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