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Kipet lends in“Sclu, Timel, apd Tanahu
. ‘-,LI‘ |
es, ond ~ther villagers of

yel ¢ ¥ s mijers, Goreche 3
Royel ofder T She ! ’ rt lanas, incluaing

Solu: "we hereby rec nfirm y-ur hinuwa-kip?
 her ecu, galleri anc Beni, hillside

esture lancs (khsrka) at Jd A
1 (ahegha) a-hives (mehoohir), which have been

lands (gwepr~), ené wila e L :
in your pcossessi-n from the time « ¥ your forefathers. Lands

belonging to emigrants shall nct be sold r purchased, but shall
be reallotted t others thrcu.h c nsulteticns amcng the amali

end Mijhefs, "

M-néay, Chaitre ®udi 3, 1882 (Nzarch 1826)
Regmi Research Ccllection; Vol. 34, p. 40.

II

Reyal order tc the Amalis, Dwcres, mheris, Mukhiyas,
Mijhars, Gauiungs and raitas of Timalkot, Shankhu, Rayalegaun,
gklyagaun, Seurdnlgaun, Pasth:.ligaun, Bhalayabotgaun, Kharibotgaun,
Kebhregaun, latigaun, Dapche, and Pangu. '

"Duringtthet ycer 1862 femvat,tthe Doke-kipat rice-lands cf
“.'Eaja§ in the country were surveyeat HOWGVQI‘, surveys were
not accurate in y ur villages, sc that thess days same pe~ple

- own bigger h-1ldings tham ~thers. There has been dissatisfaction
with regard tc taxes ¢nd other payments as well. You, theref-re,
submitted petitions to kote-Dittha Sarup Bista, which have been

referred to us,

"We have now daeputed Kote Rame Chenpdra Jaisi and Jamadar
Atirup Khatri tc conduct investigations. Submit full particulars
of your pakhr, swanrc, khet, =nd newly reclaimec¢ lancs when
they reach your vifiage. We shall then make appropriate arrangements,
You shall be punished if you do net ¢o 8, obstruct the investigatiqnsi
or suppress any information." '

Suncay, Jestha sadi 14, 1883 ( May 1826)
Regmi Research Collcction, Vol. 34, pp. 40-41.

II1I

Royal order to Dhenya Mijhar <f Upallc~Pipaltar village in
Dordor, Tanahu district: "Your kipet rice and pakho lands, which
you had been using from former times suoject tc taxes and services
(duko~bo tiro-bharn) had bevn registered during the settlement
(Janch) of 1866 samvet conducked by Vishrema Khatri. Ancther
settlecment w:s concucted in 1683 Samvat by Tharghars Meghrnath
Pance and Macan Singh Rena. During that settlement, it was
founa thot the area (used s kipet) uwid not tally with the figure
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mentioned in the royzal order cf 1849 samvat. The lanas were
then measured, the area mentioned in. the 1849 Samvettorder was
reconfirmed, 2nd the Surplus arca was confiscated. We hereby
issue this rcyal order reconfirming ycur 60-muri khet holding,
as well as the prkh: lancs OCCined by you frcm former times,:
as kipat. Use these lands as iipeat anc previde the prescribed
taxes ané services." S ' '

-Saturday, Marga 4, 1883 (November 19, 1826)
. Regmi Research Collec#icn, Vol. 34, p. 48,

¥ KA KK

Rigg—l;ga Allotment tc S;rbql;

Rice lands tntalllné 142 muris in area, 1ncluc;ng the area
registered in the ccurse of:the revenue settlement of 1901 Samvat,
lccated in Majhuwa, Mejhkiret, were ailotteé¢ to Sirboli Rai through
a royal order dated Moncay, AsSwin Sudi 2, 1904. (September 1847)%
The lands had been assigned as Jagir to Srinath kampu and Sri
Rajdal hampu. The order stipulated &« yearly kut-thek payment
of BRs. 44 zané¢ 2 annas, inclusive of ghiukhané levy anc payments
for winter creps, as well as the charcam-theki levy and other
customery payments. - Other provisions cf the allotment order
_Eﬁra;as follows :4 o ; e

S

$, ~Hrovide 1eans within the limit%of the value of the rent
(bali), if asked by the lanélord (t=lsing).

2. Repair irriéatlon ‘channels whenever necessary through
your cwrn lsoor. - - - !

3. Builc embankments (mgch) on tho rlce-fields, apply manure,
ané SHow crops.

4. Do not cut trees ¢n the borders of rice-fields, or those
along dams ond irrigatior channels, and scurces otﬁggter.

5. Do not clear trees and bushes for bringing lands under

' cultlvation {kh ggx na ggggggl_

Regmi Research Collection, Vol 35, . } 328.

- Mining Ijores in gastern Nepel

On luescay, Baisakh Sudi 5, 1867 (April 1818)% Chautariya -
Shumshere Shah (son of Siwva Snahaand brother of Prana Sheh anpd
Pushkzra Shah) wes granted &n jjzre for the following three copper
mines in the pPalanchok area cf eastern hill region":-

1'. Iah"pakhole - Ehani
‘2. 1ipungtar - Kbani -
'3, ThekSing - Khani
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* The ijara had stipuleted the"supply of 251 dharnis of pure
(guth) copper during the year 1866 samvat; the quantity was now
increased tc 295 dharnis, to be supplied to the Munitions PFactery
in kathmandu in"frur installments, the"first installment in
acvance, and the rpmeining three instaliments in the-mﬂnthﬁ of

A8wWin, roush, and Chaitra.

. The jiere entitlea Chautariya Shumshere shah to appropriate
income from homestead taxes, chak-chekul fines, and other tralitdons)
sources in the areas coverad by the mines. . as regards escheats,
he was cntitled te sppropriate a maximum amount in each cese,
and to transmit tfgweucass o tre"royal palgee. The dovument
does not stipulats* Yt B

ény” term Ter-tho ‘
Réemt Bpsébrop Coplection, Vol. 39, p. 178.
11

The seme day, Bhaju Neraycn was graatud an ijers for copper,
leac, and iron mines in the Listi arsa (of Sindhmppalehok) for
one year beginning“gzisakh pzdi"1, 1867. Lhe terms ang concitions
of the ijerse were the same s those mentioned above. The ;igra
was previcusly held by Darba Singh. It stipulated the supply
of the following quantities of metals to the Munitions Factory

In Dhernis

‘In kathmendu 63 follows i-

metel Agvepce  hortik  Magh . Chaitra  Total
Supply

Copper 100 84 84 _ 83 354

Lead 0 0 171 50 171

Iron 60 - 0 . 60 60 240

The ijara elsc prescribed: "Do nmot oppress the inhavitants
of the mining arecs unjustiy., Manufactiure charcoal in areas
where this has been done from former times. Maintain the purity

of copper, lead, anc' ircn."

Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 39% pp. 177-78"
LR R 2.2 &4
Ghyan:s and gumbas
1. Iukuche
Royel érdér‘to the Jhimuryes of Tukuche-Gumba:
"Oour father (i.e¢. hing @irban) hac issued a copper plate
inscription declaring that nobouwy shall harass you 8o long as

you observe traditional religi~us practices (dherma). We hereby
reconfirm that order. '
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"Remein faithful to your traditional relgious practicese
Those Jhimuryas whe have left the gumoa and gone elsewhere shall
come back after paying the stipulatedefecs through Chhaitumba.
It has becn customary to cullect a payment of Lis. 25 in case any
Jhimurya who has shaved her hzad tut not entered into the gumba
is gullty of ‘Sexual intercourse. Collect such payments accordingly.
"If necessary, report matéers concerning the gumbe to the Seccnd
Quween-Grandmother thrnugh Chhaitumbe. You shzll be severely
punished it you leaveeth~ gumba at the instigation of any Thakali
other than Chhaitumba.*

Wadnesday, Felgun Sudi 12, 1884.
Rogmi Research Collection, Vole 43, p. 288.

-2+ dharkot
Royal order to the lama of thrlot - Gnmba-

"It hes been the traditicnal practice in theeggmba of
Jharkot, Mugzkot, an¢ kak-kot +$0 observe their Chhuwam separately.
Suvsequently, Thituwa sista rec:nfirmed that arrangsment and
signed ‘a document concerning the Chhuwamahali of-Prosi accorauingly.
‘We' hereby reeonfirm thate custémary ‘arrangement under the royal
- 8edéls 0Observe.the traditispal practieesg remain loyal-tc usg
.- eeXlect the: .customary fees and perquisites, and run the arfairs
of -your : gumba.®

Friday', Falgun' Sudl 4, 1883
Regml Reseerch Collsction, Vole 43, p. 466e

3. elchok

Rinjin Gyzlbu lema, a resident of lekharke in Palchok, -
submrtted the fﬁllowine pvtltiun to Prime Minister Bir Shumshere:-

v "From theetime of cur ancestors, we haveebeenetunctioning
as priests (prohit) ané provicing Jajmani services to the
inhabitants of hamleng in'the Lekherka ared of Palchok. hajor
. Ceptain Dhckel Singh Phapa Cnhetri, to whom the Lekharka area
has been assignudeas kmwa (as part 6f his Jagir assigment),-
has issued an order granting us exempticn from payments due-ca
the - lands c¢ceupied by us -in the same manner as to other ggﬁggg§:
The lamdhcdders (Jimidar) of the village aecordingly signéd a
Gocument (raj1nama) &cc.pting this arrangement. We then built
. & ghyapg’ in: that village,: installed ah idel ofeSri Gorakhanatha,
perfermed religious ceremonies, andéd occupied ruar- 'ands.-

"For the Nangle-Ghyang in the Sankhu area also,an eréer has
been issued granting exemption from pédyments »n lands being customarily
used in the same manner as in the case of the severn ghyangs of
the lielambu area for perfrnrming the religious ceremonies of Sri
Go ra.khanatha &
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, Rinjin Gyalbu Leme prayed that these privileges be
exwt‘dnd‘-‘ﬂd to his W BlBO. . | Y ot

 The Commanding-General for the Scuthern Zone"Fattaﬁ“ﬁnﬁg!
Shumshere Jung Rane Bahedur' referred the petition to the:

Ne. 1 Bekysuts Tahasil adea for inquiries. R
as frllows : "Taxes have been fully remitted for nll‘fhg ::g

ghyengs of Bast No% 1, including the Helambu ~-Ghyang an h
Nangle~Ghyang. Nineteen persons have pigped a statement t0 the
&ffect that they will rais¢ nc. cbitetion ifr similer e xemption 18
granted to Rinjin Gyalbu Lama of Lekharka. In the year 1923
Samvat, major Captein Dhokal Thapa Chhetri, the J:.girdar, gigned
a document granting full tax exomption to Rinjin Gyalbu lama
for the year jQ?dJﬂamvat.“
" oy q " 1) gy pd » T
”Tha‘patitimﬁgr hes als: submitted a2 copy of the royal
order: 18susd in the year 1879 samvat in the name of Chhiring
- Derje Lam# of the bengle-Ghyang in Sankhu. The order is as f: llows,
"wg hereby grant you full exempticn from all taxes and compulscry
labor .cbligations, as enjoyed sy the seven ghyapes of Helambu
and other gumoas, on land anc villages under ycur customary
‘possessiop, ag well &8 for your descendents and diseiples, from
generation to gensration, and reconfirm such lands end villages
n your name. vcerform the regular and ceremonidl religicus
functicns in the customary manner and bless us. No revenuc collectiy |
cfficial or functicnary shall harass“you in any way.™ [

The Sacar Dafdarkhana then reccmmended that similar privileges
be granted to Rirjin Gyslbu lama als~, although it acknowledged
at the same time that there wa2s nc¢ law or regulation which
sanctioned 8uch privileges, s~ that the matter depended cn the

discretion of the government*. "

4444

This recommendation of the Sader Dafdarkhana wes endorsed

by the Muluki Adda.

“ On Saturday, Falgun Badi 5, 1947 (February 1891) yrrime Minister
Bir Shamshere approved the recommzndetion and directed that an
order (sapad) be issued granting the sgme privileges as to other

: 8. An order was accdvaingly issued on Yriday, Poush Badi
%, 1948 (December 1891) cilecting Guru rurrhit hhajanqﬁ; Ghyaneshwap
2rasad sanditju to meke avail%vle a blank lal Mohar fo tu Naib
Subba Bhekta Bahadur Rajbhandari <f the Sadar Dafdarkhana for
issuing the order uncer the royal"seal, and have his assistants
write down the necessary particulars on that form inside the

office 1tself.
Regmi Resedxrch Collection, V-1. 53, pp.

39 % % %%
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Tenancy in Jumla

Pale katuwal, of Chilkhagaun village in Jumla, submitted
the fcllowing petiticn to,an official toame which conducted a
'revenue ‘settlement in Jumla 1n 1897 Samvat- P

_ "We Kavuwals- have been caltlvatlng lands belonging to Benu
Pandit and gajcev Pandit in Chilkhagaun village of Jumla in

the capacity of kuriya (tenants). These Pandits are now demanding

the same payments ana services that we had been providing

before their lancs were confisca%ed, in addition to Sirtc tax

on the lanas cccupied by us. If dual obligations are imposed

on u3 in this manner, we will not pe able to stay in the village.®

The petiticn was discussed at a meeting (Kachmharid of the
settlement officers and bicharis. The lccal Thanis and Tharis
gave assuranceS that they wculd settle the matter to the satisfaeticn
of the Katuwals in ccnsultatiom with thecAmali and the officers
of the army, in.such a manner as to ensure that the prescribped
taxes and other payments were made regularly. The settlement
officer®8zaccordingly left the matter tocbe disposed of by the
Thanis. =~ -

"The panaits, however, d: nct allow us to cultivate our
lands. They even do not leave our daughters and daughters-in-law
safea ™ '

The following royal order was then issued in the names of
the Amali, and the Subedar, -Jamavar, and cther officers of the
(Chandan-k-th Battalion) in Jumla ;-

"Suaumon bcth the Pindits and the katuwais and discuss the
case in thecpresence c¢f the local Thanis, Tharis, and Jimmawals.
' Make arrangerents to ensure that the kKatuwals retain occupation
of their landscand pay the Sirto taxes assesSed on such lands
through the Panditse The Pandits shzll not be allowed to imposee
perscnal obligations nn .the ketuwels. Settle the dispute to
the satisfaction of thegkatuwals on thé same terms and conditions
as those stipulatedsfor the Kuriyss of other daras (in Jumla),

Sunday, kartik Sudi 9, 1888 (Qctober 1831)
Regmi Research Collection, Vcl. 38, pp. 222-24.

EE &2 2 L 2 T
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I

Daroga Dayaram Padhya,. Dangaar Jaisi, Ranamardan Khawas,
Jasya khawas, Mahadev Pachya, and Bandl khawss were ordered to
hand over two. bull elephants ané two cow elephants to Dinanath
“Pachya. ‘The animals were meant for.gifts to sritish officials
in Caluctta.

Aswin Sudi 14, 1853
Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 23, p. 57.
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I

Royel order "to Amalidars, Subba, Umras, birtaowners,
Chaukidars, Jagat-ccllectors, etc: in the region west of ...
and east of Pyuthan: "Blephants are bein.. brought here from
Pyuthan. You are-hereby ordered tc provide them with fodder,
water, and foodgrains in the area under yocur jurisdiction. Let
there be no complaint in this regard."

Asw1n Sudi 14, 1853
Regmi Research Collectlon, Vol 23y o 57.

111
Royal- order to Subba Ranjit Kanwar of ...

"We need one large tusked elephant and one cld ... for
cur tours and mnting expediticns. ilahouts are being sent there
thrcugh Darogas. Depute four men from there to escort the
animzls on the way and arrange for fodder and water.™:

Aswin Sudi 14, 1853
" Regmi Research Collection, V2l. 23, p. 57.

* % %

Doti and Achham, A.D, 1814
Bhedra Sudi 9, 1871 -

Royal order to News, Rajawars, and cther ryots throughout
Doti: "We had ordered Vikrama Shahi tc construct a fort: there,
“but the work-has been obstructed because you have defaulted in
~your Jhara crligations. Immediately on receiving this order,
provide one Jhara laborer from each househcld, along with picks
" and hoes, and do the ,work allotted to you-by Vikrama
Shzhi in the constructicn of the fort. He has been ordered to
puanish those who do. not provide that lzbor.™

Recmi Research Collection, Vol. 41, p. 601.

Kartik gesdi 9, 1871

Royal order to the Company, Dewans, and Mukhiyas of Thalahzra:
"We have deputed Subba Hastadal Shahi to take charge of Doti.
All Dhekres in that area are hereby ordered to do the work allotted
by him for owr cause in fulfillment of their Jhara ovbligations."

Regmi Research Collection, Vel 413 P. 390.

A similar order was sent on the same date for Achham also.
(Regmi Research Collectiony#Vol. 41, p. 390).

% 3% %
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Scrutiny of Sasim lend Grants in Eastern Tarai

Royal crder to birta and guthi owners in Bara, Parsa,
Rautahat, Sarlahi, lMahottari, anc Morang: -"You are hereby
ordered to prcduce original evidence of royal crders (Syahamohar,
Lalmohsr) of Sasim grants (that is, grants mentioning only the
boundaries and not the area). We shall reconfirm the grants
after scrutinizing such evidence."

Jestha Badi 5, 1895 (May 1838) \ '
Regmi Research Collecticn, Vol. 26, p. 274 and p. 280.

* % %%

@adimubarakh Jevy in Badegaun (Jalitpur)

On Jestha Sudi 11, 185S% (May 1802), the Geadimubarakh
levy was imposed as fcollows in the Bacegaun aree of Patan in
connecticn with the coronaticn of King Girban Yuddha Bikram Shah.

1. Households of Newar, Sanyasi and Madhise fradéﬁs:

(2) Abal oo Rs 9-11

(b) Doyam T Rs 6-12Y%
(c) Sim e RS 4-13Y%
(d) Chahar ... Rs 2-14}

2. Households of shopkeepers:

(a) Abal cee R 1-15
(b) Doyem ceo R 1-7Y%
(c) Sim . R 0-154
(d) Chahar ... R"o-7%

3. Householés of:

(a) Pradhan ... Rs 3-14...
"(b) Naike - ... R 1-15
(c) Biset . R 1-T%
(d) Deswar .. R 0-15}%

(e) nemi —Naike ... R 1—62

(£) Dhermadhiker of
Newar Community...Rs 60
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(g) Bosi-Naike = . .. R - 0-15%
(h) Mohi-haike - L eere ‘ R-~0f15z
(1) Chhipi-maike coo R _1-3%
() D ngol-Naike e R 1=y
4. Rice-Lands per khet (106 Muris):
(a) Bitalab lands RS Rs 3-6Y%
(b) Talab lands 500 Rs 2-2
(c)- -sandha ‘1ands | e Rs 2-6%.'
(deMJégif'lands e s R 1-T74

5. On commercial taxcs (daget) other than Bhainsi, kirans,
‘end kapeS:

3 paisa per rupees
6. Households of Salmi 500 RS 2-4

7. Dhakre householés of srahmans, Jogis, Sany-sis, Bhet,
and Paunipat :- ;

(b) Doyam ... R 0—32
(¢) Sim ... R o-1§

8. Dhakre househclas cf gcldiers, Newars, and Bhotes :-
(a) Abal ... R 0-15%

(b) Doyam o0 0 R 0—7%

9. One-sixth of the pota tax.
10. R 0-2) per ropani of rice-lands under Chhap tenure,
11. Mijhar of lohars and karmis s« .RS 224

12. Households of Sunars and Damais... RS 3-0

13. do. of Dhoois _ ... Rs 3-0
14. do of Kumhals e« R 1-8
‘%. dc. of hawkers (Foubanjar) ... R 0-8

16. Qo. of tailors (Sujikar) _ ... Rs 3-8
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17. dc. of Chhipis ' 500 Rs 2-4

18. do. of liquor me;chants .ee -~ Rs 2-8
19. do. of Kushle Pradhen 500 Rs 2-8
20. do% of M%adleﬁen (dalal) oo Rs 7-8
21" dc. of Tsthe-baike oo R = 1-15.
22, do. of Tol mahane ) cee "~ 1-0

23, do. of Chitaidar of Gardens (bari)
and Pcnds (gpkhari) S50 R 1-8

Jestha Sudi 15, 1859
‘Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 24, pp" 534-36.

%* 3 3¢ 3 %

The Rape cf gcrhwal
By
Dr._Shive Prasad Dabaral "Charan"

(Continuca)

Pradyumna Shah weas deeply grieved tc know that both Ramapati
Khanduai and Dharnidhar Kkhandudi had been assassinated, anc
that Parakrama Shah was approaching Srinagar along with his
_troops. He was.also afraid. that a men who could assassinate

the loyal Brahman brothers cculd treat" his King in the same
manner. . Praiyumna Shah, therefore, reported these matters to
Bam Shah and appealsd fcr help. According to Nepali“sources,

it was at-this time that the Nepall envoy - ifn Srinagar, Daleabir
Rang, rebelled against his government. Meuleram hes made nc
reference to this event, but has only rdcordcdé that the Gorkhali
trecops sided with Sudarshan Shah in his struggle against Parakrama
Shah.* It is possible that these trcops were the bodyguards
of the Nepali envoy. King Pradyumnz Shah had been making delay
ir the payment of the anmual tribute to Nepal for some years

' past’, Bam Shah reported the matter to his government.  This -
provided = favoraule. opportunity to execute the plen- to take

. over Gazrhwal in crder to resclve the financial' crisis facingf”
the government of Nepal and also keep the army engaged. s

A terrible earthquake occurred: in Garhwal~and"2nmaun at
about 1:30 4.M. on Sceptember 8, 1803% Tremors continmed for a
‘Week.Garh was more serinusly affected by the eesrthquéke than

- Kumaun. Many buildings in Srinagar were Se.c¢rely damaged,
1nc1vding the rcyal palace. There was also_cgpSiderable loss
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of 1life and property. The general belief was that the calamity
had occurred beczuse of the essassinaticn of the twe innogent
grahmans, Ramapeti Khendudi anu Dharanichar khendudi.

On his return fron fadhan-Gadhi, Pradynmna $hah decidec to
flee from the capital, Srinager, before the Gorkhaligtroops
reached there. Thinking that the Gurkhalis would cccupy only
the territories z2dj:ining the ilakananda river, he planned to
take refuge in Doon. Emperor sureanggeb hada granted the Docn
valley and the porgonna of Chandi to Pradyumna Shah's ancastors.
Fouzder Unmed Singh of Dorn was Pradyumna Shahéds son-in-law,
and the Gujar ruler of lendhaur, Ram Dayal;, Singh, was his friend.
Morecver, Pradyumna Shah hc¢ granted territories in Docn as
Jegir 1o the Reos of khedi, Sakharzunade, and Raipur. Miyan Dulel
Singh of Prithivipur, Surajan Singh of Dhalanwela, and Several
other influential pers ns nf the Do:n Valley were sSpecially aevoted
tc Pradyunns Shah. He may hove belicved that he would be able
to stem the Gorkhali cuvance with the help of thise persons.
Pradyumna Shah, ther<fore, ccllected inpertant documents from
the state archieves, which incluced firmans issued by the Mughal
gmpercr, with which he could substantiate his claim over the Dcen
valley, the pergenna of Chandi, and the Kingdom of Garh. It is
possible thcg he sent away the rcyal threne, ornaments of the
dadrinath temple which he hed coteinzd on loan, and other
valuable objecets through his brcther, Pritag Shah, his snns
Sugarshan Shah «na Devi Simhn, &nd othur tristed perscns to
the Dcon-valley by way »f kinihet ecross the Alakananda river.

It may be notec thot there were royal palaces at Nawawca end Dehra
alsca

Meanwhile, Parakrame Sheh =na Pradyumna Shah remained in Srinagar
Herikrishna Ratuai, in his work Garhwal K& Jtihasa (Hindi), writes
that _, Perskrama Shah's wife haoé 1:ft for Hondur a few mrnths
previously to join her brether, Hem Sheran Das, While Pritem
Shah was not yet married. Hewever, Harikrishna Ratuci has wrongly
reportec that Pradyumna Shah's wife had already died. His
Chief Queen, Mandersliji, who was also known as Kumouni Rani,
was the mother c¢f Sudoarshan Shah. She remained alive for several
years after his coronaticn,Sucarshen Shoh had built a separate
house for her neer his palace in the capital, Tehri. Thee house
was long known as "Menderaliji-ka-hothe.2 The Bichitra Shah
Library in Tehri is in posscssion of & document which contains
the names cf people with whom Sudarshan Sheh used to correspond.
The list mentions "Bandaraliji®, instead of "Mendareliji®”.
Pradyurnd Shah hed two other queens besides Mandaraliji. One
0f them was the caughter of Ajab Singh Guleriya, while the other
w.S the sister of Kewal Miyare They must heve accompanisd
Mendaraliji hed they been alive at that timea There must also
have beaQ some slrves of both sexes.,

Suda&ﬁhan Sheh weas seventeen or eighteen years old at that
time. He was vrave, embitiousg ang gagecious. In contrastgDevi Singh
whom Harikrisima HRatucdi hes describedsas Pradyumna Shah's illegitimate
son, end Miyan Prem Sinhgh (Guldast - Tabarikd kot I;Q;i—garnwa%),
€ perscn . The

s his son born of a slave girl, was a peace-lovin
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two brothers were of abcut the same age. Devi Simha and Pritanm
Shah do not scem tn» hive ployed an active part in the conflict
betwe :n Parakrama Shah and Sudershen Shah., But Devi Simha
proved & sincere and trustbd well-wisher of Sudarshan Shah
aguring his life in exile

In those daysa, the ladies of high-clsess families travelled
in palenquine. accordingly, dozens of porters and soldiers
must heave accompanied the ladics of the royel family. Pradyumna
Sheh hod raised about RHs. 150,000 by mertgaging the crnaments
of the Bacrinath temple, anc an ~daitional Rs. 50,000 by selling
some of them. He is not likely to heave paid the full
price for thosSe valuable nbjects in viow of his misfortunes.
Because gold was cheap at thet time, the total weight- of those
objectis must have been five or six mauncs, arnd dozens of armed
men must have cccompanied the royal family for transport<tion
ana sdfety. :

: No information is available about the top-ranking persons
end officials who accompanicd the reyel family during the flight,
Un kartik sudi 15, 1865 (koveuber 1808), Sudarshan Shah issued

a deocument in the name of his c¢ook, Hiramani, which shoes that
none of those perscns whom Pradyumne Sheh hed favored with tax-
free lam "grants anc officiel posts stood by him at his hour

of misfortune. The Gorkhali tr'ups had not yet reached Srinagar
by the time when Predyumna Shoh fled. Prodyumneg Shah wasg in
control of the state enc¢ it is likely that the intended flight

was known to meny pecple., It is, therefore, possible thet some
top-ranking pers:ns and officials had accompanied him, and

h.d dispersed after hc weae defeated in the battle of Badahat,

or after he was kille¢ in the battle of khadbuda. Hiramani,

the coock, had sccompani:zd the royel family, 28 also Kishen
Singh, Pradyumnc Shah's favorite attendant. Th:re may h:ave been
some others too in the royel pacty, but nothing is known about thoem,

It is likely thst the royal party reached the Docn Valley
from Ranihat thrcugh the Molethe-Tekoli-Diul-Tiri- route. At
Tiri or Tipri, theru was a suspension bridge on the Bhegerathi
river., The route thon passecd through Chamwakhal and Saklansa,
before crossing the Song river =t asth-l, where #he famous
fort of Nelapesni was locateds: The route then continucd in
the direction of Nawada and Dehara, The headquartees of the Doon
valley was previously located at Nawada, but was later shifted
to Dehra. It was, therefore, impossible for the royal fugitives
to take shelter at either pldCb. according to Miyan Prem Singh,
they finally stayec at Nelagachi (Nalapani), about six miles
gast of Dehra. The fort of Naelopani wes situated in the midst
nf & cense forest. The royol fugitives would be: able to: stay
there only with zdequate arrangements. It is possible that they
stayed thuere only for a few days.

The Kingdom c¢f Garh h:d been reveged by famine, civil war,
and earthquakds. fThe Court of Nepel considered this a favorable
opportunity te occupy thzt Kingaom. Gorkhali troops reached
Srinagar about three wosks after the earthquekes (Septembor 8, 1803).
Nepal wanted tc congquer the:entire mountain region up to kashmir.
amara Simhe Thtpa had: been appointed as the Gorkheli Commander
on the western front. He had uncer his cormmand about 3,000
regulsr troops, and an equel numoer of irregular troops. Chautariysa
Hastidal was appointed as his deputy, and Kaji Ranadhir Simha
Basnyat as assistant.
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The Gorkhali troops advanced towarc Srinagar from three
directions. The first unit advanced from the east, possiply
through the Chandpur route, and the second unit, which was led
by Bhaktibir Thapa and: Chandrabir kunwar, through the Langurgarh
route. The third unit had proceeded to Johar to sSuppress Jaya
Narayan Joshi and his Garhwali trocps,; and had by that time occupied
the Himalayan territories of kumaun. It reached the valley of
the Pindar river through Danpur and finally marched to Srinagar.

When the Gorkhali troops reached Srinagar, Pradyumna Shah
hezld consultations with his ministers and courtiers. Parakrama
Shah too came to his senses and jo-ined the king. His troops
lacked the courage to face the Gorkhalis. Amara Simha Thapa
sent a letter from the Nepal Court to Pradyumna Shah, who then
fled &a~ross the jAlakananda river along with Parakrama Shah and
joined their femiiies in the Docn Valley.

The inhabitants of Chendpur, lohwa, and Salan were already
well-acquainted with the cruelty of the Gorkhalis. Stories of
their oppression were widespread. The Gorkhalis unleashed a
"reign of terror immediztely after they reached the capital.
People in the northern areas flec to the forests along with their
cattle, while the people of Salan fled to the plains. Extensive
areas were rendered desclate, fcr no one remained to cultivate
the land and protect the crops. - ’

The Gorkhalis, when they lezrnt that both Pradyumna Shah

and Parakrama Shah bad escaped,.provably sent search parties toward
Rishikesh through Devaprayag, as well as to the Bhagirathi Valley
through Ranihat. The Gecrkhali troops spread all over the Kingdom
in search of the fugitives. The Garhwali supporters of Pradyumna
Shah tried¢ to check: the Gorkhali advance at Badahat, but their
gfforts were of no avail before the well-trained Gorkhali troops..
The Gorkhalis reached: the Doon Valley in a few days, leaving a
trail of plunder, devestation, 2nd rape behind them. Finding
himself unsafe at Nalegarhi (lielapani), Pradyumna Shah decided to

take refuge in the torritories of the Bast India Company. In
Aswin 1860 (October 1803), the Gorkhalis occupied the Doon Valley.
A few days before amara Simha Thapa occupied Dehra, Colonel Burn
of ‘the East Ind*a Crmpany's forces had oeccupded Szharanpur.

When thg Gorkhali troops reached Dehra, Pradyumna Shah left
for Saharangpur throughschedi-Ghat (now Mohsn-Ghata), along with
his family. One of his ancestors, lLalit Shah, hzd given two
villages in the Doon Valley as jagir to the Rao of Khedi. The
Gorkhelis had occupied these villeges also, 80 the Reo naturally
felt sympathy for Pradyumna Shah.

In those days, the foothills of the Siwalik range from the
Yamuna to the Kali river were inhabited by two Muslim fighting
communities known as Hedi and Mewati. They usea to offer their
mercenary services te any one who could afford them.Pradyumna Shah
begen negotiations with the Hedi chicfs, but the Hedis stole
everything they could lay their hands on at the royal cemp.

They even begarn to kidnap Gerhwali boys and girls, as well as
prostitutes, for sale in the plains., All this left Pradyumna
Shah, sudarshan Shah, and Prrakrams Shah helpless:
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Pradyumna Shatr, eccompanicd by his family thon took refuge
with his priest (penda), kuparama. Accorcing to Harikrishna
Ratudi, he had done so at Jwalapur. WMiyan Prem Singh, on the other
hand, gives the name of that place as kangkhal. The royal priests
of Tehri, who now reside at Hirdwer, originally did so at Kanakhal.
It is possible that they latszr built & house at Jwalapur. In 1803,
Hardwzr was o small settlemente sven by 1808, it had not developed
much. In fact, it was orly abvout 14 furlongs long along a 15 feet
wide street. After it was occupicd cy the fast India Companyy
" Henry Wellésley built thg bridge at a distance of about three
miles. He also built an inn for traders who visited Hardwar during
festivals, as well as some other buildings. However, Sccurity
arrangements woreg not maae. A Gorkhali checlppst was located
near the ghat on the road from Heri-ki-pPairi. Pradyumna Shah,
therefoie, could not remain safe in Hardwar,

Jwalapur, which was also known as Ehogpur, ¥as & small
village inhabited by cattle-fermers. It was neither convenient
ner safe for the roysl fugitives to teke refuge ot such a place.

In those days, karckhal wes @ prosperous town, with ghats made
of slabs of stone. The' main road of the town was very beautiful
and proceeded parallel toc the river from north to south. Affluent
srakmans and merchants h:d ouilt ps=latial houses on both sides
of that ro.d, as well 23 e¢lsewhers in the town. The residents of
Kenakhal were regarded &#s important and influential. Most of
the houses were made of brick and limee Their front was decorated
with portraits of different peopls, ircluding English men. Some
of those houses are still in existence at Kanakhal. Between 1803
and 1808,¢Dilbeli Sirgh, a Sersf of Nazibabade Raja Hira Singh Gujar,
and meny Go8aips built durable fsnc bzautiful houscs at kanskhal
with bricks ana stone slabs. 1In 1803, Hardwar, Kenakhal, and
JWaldpuT were all under the contr»sl of the Bast India Company.
kKanekhal wes thus a very appropriate place of refuge for the royal
fugitives., §So liyan Prem Sing's version appears to be correct.

In subscquent ycars, Jwalapur too expanded, and some time
oefore 1815 Sudarshen Sheh began to live there. When he returned
from Delhi in 1815, his family w&s living in Jwalapur, out thoy
used to live at kanskhal until 1814. It was in that year theat
Hcarsey, William Fraser, Burton, R.ss, and Alexandar hsd met him.
Howeve:”, the author has not been able to identify the buildings
that the royal fugitives occupii.d in Jwalapur and Kanakhal.

According to Miy=n Prem Singh, the pricst anda) with whom
Pradyumna Shah took refuge =t konekhal was calle [ o However,
inquiries at Kanakhal, Jwalepur, anc Hardwar revealed thet he was

cctually called Sardar Muyaram, because he was the Chief (Sardar)
of the local pandas. Avinash kumar, a descendant of Sardar Mayaram,
tnld the -author that when Sudsrshan Sheh received the state of
Tehri, he made a grant of 1500 bighas of land to Sarder Mayoram

&t Khera and Pradipnagar. The khara lands heve been acquired

by the Forest Department, vut the Pradipnagaer lands are still in
the possession of Sardar May: ram's descendants, who are still
priests of the Tehri royal family. Lriperam and Mayaram refer to
the seme person, or are fother and son, or brothers.

(To be Continued)
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After - ccupying the Doon Valley so easily, ..mara Simha Thapa
started meking errangements for strengthening its uefense and
administration. Ummeu Singh was previously Fouzdar of the Docn
Vallay. - Some time b:fore the Gerkhali conquest, he was planning
to go over to the king of Sirmurs It is not known what he did
after the Gorkhali ccnguest of the Doon Valley. The Valley was
situsted at a long distance from Srinagar. hany influential
people in the Doon Valley supprrted Pradyumna Shah. They ineluded
Mahant Harasevak, khedi and ras tkhel, where Pradyumna Sheh took
refuge, were not very far from the Doon Valley. For thet reason,
Amere Simhe Thapa mada arrangements for defending all the three
mein routes of the Doon Valley, namely, Timli, khedi (Mchen),
and hansrosx Lafter spending a Tew months in the Doon valley, he
returned to Srinager in 1861 Vikrama (april 1804).

It was easy for the patriotic people of Garh to flee tn
the ferests or the plains with their cattle and few possessions
to escape the Gorkhali terrors But the position of government
officials, who owned much property in the ecapital, was differents
They hed- 811 been distresscd by the conflict betwean Pradyumna
Shah erd Perakrame Sheh enc the foctionalism it hed orought in
its wake. Therexwas no hepe that their fugitive king would ever
regein his hingdoms

(To be Continued)«
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