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(Property And Inheritance Rights 

127. 

Property Rit}Y�S Of Wido� 

, · Traclitfci�lly, in Nepal a widow was entitled to inrerit her husband's 
property ? s long as she remiane<i chaste. The dicease d husband1 s rc:d.ati-: es ·
_.were, enti,tl,ed to inherit'· only ''whatever, is left of the property after 
the widow's_ death. nl Thia sugg ests that there was no restriction on the 

·righ.t ,of _a widow ·to sell t he pro_pert,y left by her husbani. 
1�gislatiorj relating to the propert;y riehts of widows was codified 

for too· first time in 1853. A full translation of the 11 Law on Inherit,:>.nce
�nd Property Rights of Widows", contained .in the 1866-67 edition of · '"'e 
Muluki 11.in (Legal Code) is as follows :�2 

l. In case a wicbw had remained chaste and maintained her livelihocrl 
through agriculture or otherwise (subsequently) s to.rts living as 
the wife of _ ;either man. she shall not be enti tled to t.ake o.way 
property, goods, cash, �attle, slaves, etc ac41uire'd during the 
period -when �he had renia ined chaste to her former hlSband. The 
entire property shall accr'lc: :1•;c0J.•ding to law to her legitimate 
children (by her fortrer husbarrl) and other co_n'lrcenars.-

2. 'In case a woman who has become a pros ti tu ta has one or two chiJ.J.rE n 
from her first husband, as �11 as from her second und ':.hird 
husbands, und similarly has childrE n from other men also, such 
children shall ·be anti tled to a sha:te in the prosperty (in the 
case of sons) and marriage e):pe11:.L;.; (in the case of daughters)
of their respective fathers acc'ord.illg to law. P.ny (?Toperty)
acquired by _the mother after :tie became a prosti tut3 sl'e 11 be 
shared as inherita11ce or rmrriage expenses by h,::· '., ildren from 
all her husbands. The court shall charge a fee of -... t=-i l-'e:,· cent cf 

.· .. (the value of the inheritame) thus ret-tlized. · 

1Re6mi P..esearch _Collect'ions,, Vol. 38, P. 540 and Vol. 43, P. 40 . . 
2His Maje sty ts Governmant, Sri 5 &lrandra Bikram Shah Dev Ka Sha:san 

I(n.lmn. &?neko Muluki Ain (Legal Code Enacted During The Reign Of King
�ll-l''='ndr:::. Biram Shah wv). K.:-.··-.i-,r:io.ndu: Ministry at' Law and Justice, 
1965 •. 11 Bidhuwa Ka Amsha Dhan Ko.'11 
of Widows). PP. 128-lJO. 
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J. In case women who mve not attained the age of 45 years have· 
cor11T1itt�d illicit s exual intercourse or been de graded from their 
caste,_ an� ti�ve sold, gifted or dona"t:ed lands, mo_ney, goods, 
slaves encf"·o.the:r property .,_,.real:i.zing, tbat they will not get any­
thing if ti_ie matter was reported, such· transactions shill not be 
regarded as ,valid even if these h2G been c:..r�cluded befo1·e their 
illicit sexuai intercourse was re.portffd.' In ca'se such sale was 
-..dtnessed by a coparcemr arrl by aitl'Br the (local) court (Ada.lat),
the (local) police station ('l'hana) or''. the- (local) coun::il (Am.:il),
it shall be regarded as va.lid even i f  the fact .that the woman had 
started li� as the wifa o f  anothe r man had not been reported. ·
In,-caso n one of them had witnessed the S'lle, and in case it is 
proved that (the w oman) '1.:1.d sold, gifte,.::. --::.-- donatad (the property)
, .. :.rid ·,.:,en startecl living as ';,ile wii e of· anothe r ma:Q, Le trunsaction 
shall not be rega:'ded as va.l;i.d. 

4. If _the' h\lsb.i.µd 9f a woman,-dies aJ¥1,:1;hEi,\�idow has remained chaste,
then, irr.espective of whethei'she· ha's obtained h er share (in the 
husband's propert y) and is living seµi.rately or is living in the 
join-t 1'amily without  subdi viclins ( the property), she stall not be 
entitled to sell or 01,he rw: .. s o dispos e of her share of houre s, lands 
and :slaves until s'he attains the age of 45 years. Sale or mortgage 
of houses., lands and slaves concluded because she does not possess
sufficient means of livelihood shaJ.l be regarded as valid if it 
11.'.l.n been witnessed by coparce ners. In c ase coparceners do r..ot 
(agree to) becoIOO witnesses (to such transactions), me shall be 
entitled to sell �ch property only "o the extent n ecessary to 
enable her to naintain herself, or to make-�easonable gifts or 
donations, with the Adala.t, Tna,na-or Amal as witness. Women o'f 
above tlie age of 45 years shall be e n title d  to s elL, gift or 
don;1tc :heir share (in th-3 husband's property) .or Jiuni (property
bequeathed to hi::t for maintenance) and Pew['. (personal propert:.r
given to her by her husband) [!.S well as their share houses, �nd2,
money, goods, jewelry and other property as she likes. (Such ".;,r�r.fi .•
tions) need n ot be witnessed by her coparceners and by the Ada.lat·' · · or the .Amal. 

5. ·Womer- of any·caste t-iho have 
. 

no hus
' 

bands arrl have not attainid '.:ht 
age of �5 year s sh�ll be entitled to gift their share (in the 
'husb,mci.'1 s property) or their Jiuni or Pewa· in t hG form of land.:., 
cat'i:.le, slaves and other property a.ft.er _allocating 10--; th ereof tc 
fin,,,_nce her funeral e xpe nse·� in the .event of-se.rious illnes s or 
1·· · 1" becoming ,S,:1.tis. Such gifts, as well as the ti-tle af the 
recipient (to the gifted property) shall be regarded as valid. 
They ne.y, if they so lika, allocate more than 10% (of such propt.r\l!
to finance their funeral eJq:>enses. Even if they remiin alive, sw:r 
gifts shall not b e invalidated. 
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6 .  In case widows who ha v e oo s ons �re living in the j oi nt frunily 
without subdiv idi ng the property do not wa nt to liv e in this manner 

. �d. denwnd thei r share of the prope rty, a nd in case their fathers­
in-lc?W, mothers'-in-law, brot hers-in-law, co-wiv es, siste rs-in-lrw, 

· nep he°\fS and · oo ns  of c o-wives ask he r  to liv e in the· s tyle in wh ic r  
they are living and make gifts or perform r eligio us functions as 
they cb ,  and· have actua lly bee n fulfillmg s�ch ass'urances', such 
widows shall .not be en titled t o obta in her share and liv e elsewh ere . 
They rnust continue t o  liv e in th e  join +. fomily .  But if ( the re lr.:.­
tives mentioned abov e)  have n ot maintained her in the same style 

· as th ey themselv es ar e living in, and have not le t  he r  make gifts 
or pe rfo rm r eligious func tions as they themse lves  have bee n  doing, 
or h.:1.ve already S1 bdivided the property !3nd been living separn.tely, 
or in cnse there are only co-vrlves , (sue h widows) may obta.in their 
s hare of the property acco rding to law and utiliz e it in living 
separately• 

7 . In case the fathe r s- in-law, mo thers-in-law, brothers-in-law , co­
wives, s'is te rs- i n-l aw, ne phews <IDd so ns of c o -wiv es of widows who 
h.1v� no sons ask he r  to liv e in the joi nt family an:i make gifts 
.::-,n d perfo rm religious functi c.ms j_n th e same manner as they hn.v e  
be en doing , ond not so le ave  the j oint family to live with their 
pa:rel).t s or othe r  r elativ e s ,  am in c ase (si.:c h wid ows) do not agr ee 
to . do so, (but ) leave the joint family to live with treir pc!.rents 
or els ewhere , th ey nust hand over (to the jo int family) wha tev0r 
goods, jewelry or other property they have 1:2 ken away. If she incurs 
_ c L'c-ts  uh ile living e lsewhe re , the joint fam ily nee d not re pay such 
debts  . , 

The i952 edi tiorJ of the l1uluki Ain contci.ns the following law on this. 
s ubj�ct : ...3 

i.  Fror:1· Tuesday, Shravan Sudi 5, 1957 (4ugu st 5,  1900 } a widow rhn.11 
· be entitl ed tc disp ose of property to which she has a rie htful 

claim f'.S follows :  -

3aovernment o f  Nepal , Mlluki Ain (Lega l  Code)', Kat hmandu :  Gork'lr.pn.tra 
Pre ss , 1952 . 11Bidhawa Ka Arnsh.::. Dhan Ko . "  (Prope rty And Inhe rit .m es 
Right,s, o f  Wid°"'s) . Part II I, PP. 96 -99. 
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( 1) A Widow who has attained the ag e of 40 ye 1 rs may di spose of 
. as e�e� ·l:;i.k� s witllout :tl1e . conseni:,e; 01' · sons one -t hird of mov ablee.
prope :M,:,y- �o _whic h s�e has il �i�htfu l  claim, a s well as :immov-: 
nble  prq>erty o f t he- time -ofe· he·r h�band if she hat, her own 

,.- ·eor c o-wife ' s  son or any brothifr�i,rl-law born of her husband ' s 
01-in rother , am. sre has be en . '!'12 irrtained by them in i�h a sc.me 

· style as in the days whe n her husba nd was livinge. In case 
· she· .has not attained the age of 40 yea rs, she may do so onzy
withe· orie-fourth of t hs prope rty . ·  In case she can secure the 
come nt of sons , shee_ m:!.y do ro wi th the whole of the prope rty. 
In case she has not peen lttl.inta ined in the same style as in 
the days when her l'Ulesoo.nd w� liveing, and in case she h2.s 

· · .  ntt� ined the age 40 ye.'l!'s of age ,  she may dispose of the 
entire movable prope rty r'nd lrl f of the :im mov able proi-,erty, 
or e l:.:i:: wit h h::.l.i' of the mo v.:>.ble prope rty and one -third of 
the immovable property e ve n  wit hout th e consent of co -parceners� 

. (2 ) _ In case th ere exist only copa.rceners uithin t hr e e  gener0.tionse,<2lld in case her cw n  or her co-wife 1 s sons do not ey.;..� t, �nd 
the coparcem rs have 01D.intl'ine d he r wi th reespe ct in the s ,:me 
�n er as during th e  life time of lier husband, she cunno t ,  it ·  
she: r P. s  atta ined the age of 40 years , dispose of the eent ire 
prope rty without the consen t  of suc h �o oo.rc eners . She shall 

. be entitled to diespose of on.ly nine -tent hs of movable propertv · 
end half of the immovable p 1"0perty wi t.ho ut their u nr :nt . In • 
case she has not att ainod t he  age of 40 years , she m.::.y thu:., 
dispose of half' of movcl,le p roi:e rty a rd one-third of irni?:OV�blt, -' 
pr ape rty without the oo nsent of c oparceners . In case she n."'..s 
not been properly m a int c.:in e d, sh e may,  i?Tespe ctive of w hethei 
or :not she has att21.m d  t b� :J.Be of 40 years di spos e  of the 
entire movable prope rty end nin e -tenths of the irnrtovable 

. prope rty as she likes .  In cc.se coparceners with in three gener" .. 
tion s do not exist, then, irr espe ctiv e of w h ether or not she 
hr>.s attain ed th3 age o f 40 yea.rs , she may dispose of ( rr.ov,:;.hle,
,::-n d imrrx:, V2.ble property ) ;,.s she like s wi t ehout havini; goverr.ine·r.-i . ·
o ffi ce s or courts witne ss (the tra nsaction ) . 

(3 ) In case there is any movcl>le propei t :/ •� nrned by th!J gr:ind-fa.tt� 
_ s he may diEp ose. of half of the immov .lb l.e property which she is 
entitle d to dispo se of tmdo r the foregoing provisions . Mova.b� 
prope rty roay be dispo sed of as provided for therein. In case 
snc  r;a s Du.ijo or �eproperty , she may dispo se of b ot h mov:ll:-lti 
,.nd, immoval:>).e ass ets without the consent of c oparceners , eve� 
if she ha s  so ns .  
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1� or 5% there of.  

4. In c ase a per s on claims what_ is  not due and forcibly appropriates 

131. 

( 4 )  In case . income from immovable property .  is sufficient to main­
taining her all the yaar round, she � dispose it of ail¥ 
after fulfilling the legal condi tiais prescribed in the fore­
going cla1rne s .  In case. inc ome f rom. immov able prop erty is not 
stlff icient to maintain her all the year round , she may, dispos e 
of all movable ani imnovable prope rty a s  the likes , provi ded 
sho has attaine d the age of 40 years otherwise , she may dispose 

. of only th e entire movable prope rty and immovable prop erty to 
t he  value· of Rs 5 00  without the consent of coparceners . 

(5 )_ In case , after th e dispo sal of the properw w ith all legal
formalities complete d, it is reporte d th at she has started 
living as the wii' e of an other man, the provisi ons o f  Section 9 
of the law on Gifts and Donation s shall b e  applic able . 

In case a widow starts livi ng as the w ife of another nan, she 
shall n ot be entit led to take w:lth he r. any of the movable or i.nrnov ­
able prop erty which h aa accrued to her when s'h:I wa:.; chaste to her 
former husband as lie 11 a s that e'arne d by herself . It shall accr-oo 
to coparceners � 

J. In case any per son re fuse s to g iv e  what is due from him an d use s 
fo rce , he shall be liable t o  pay the amount involv e d  and charged ·'

involve d and .fine'd wit h it , he shall b_e 1 iable to pay the anount 
10% tti?re of . 

5. In case a p ers on claims what is not d ue ,  he sha).l be tLne_d with 
5% o f  i:h e amount clai'med. 

6 . Wh! re a fire is impos ed,  the 5% ch.ar ge s hall ·oot ·be coilecttild. ·· I11 c ase a pe rson wi� the case w.i.thoot havmg to pay a fine or 
10% or 5% charge', he s hall be granted a judgment , in pis favor on 
payment of Jitauri fee- amount � 1% of t he  fine acc ording to. th e  
nature of the case'. 

7 .  Any p e rson who c la:i.llV3 more or offers less than what is dq.e , shaJ.l 
be fined with 10% of t re amount so claimed or of.fare d • .  

8. Whe re a time-limit is pre scribed in the law, action shall b� taken -
accor dingly. In c'ase anything is  gi vim or accepted in contravention 
of this law, no oo mplaint shall be El'l te rt.-ii re d  unle ss .tile(l within 
2 .  years'._ 

9. Too te nn  of imprii:,onmout under this .law shall not excee d  6 yea.rs . 

Contd.'• • 



women; 'which is as follarn : -5 

132 .  

, . . e . Tte 1952 · 1·.ruluki Ain contaip.s t he  fo llowing provis ions re lating to
the property ,riuhts .of ' widow� : �4 . 

·, ' ' .• . • ' I � • •. ' .  k!• .: . • . • . 

2 3. A rna:rri��-\ri;te . lihO .l)e -�ome s q. w:i.dovr, : and'. .is entitled by l aw  to a 
. · .  'full . share• ' of · pro.perty .be c ause sh.e ."has remained chaste shall 

rece 'ive the · .s hare due to her husband·'.. : · . . · · . .  . . . -

·31;. · A - childl��s : wi·aow wh·o is living µi a _jo�nt family without sub­
dividing · the _ property ·shall not be  p ermitted to obtain her shar e 
and live separ�t ely as l_ong as her r�l�tives maintain her in the 
sa.."!le scyle _a¢, let her nake gifts, : and �rform re lig ious func tio ns ·e· in the same . i'll!.Iµler as thein.S3 lves , unle ss she ia more than 30 yoc:r s  . 
o f  ag e .  I n  case (he r re lativ e,s ) do. - not d o  so ,sh e may obtain her 
shar e of the property and utilize it liviP.g s efiar�te ly eve n  if 
s he has .not at taine d  the ag: e of JG years . ·  (But ) she shall not 
leave tre . l ?Jllds accruing a; her husband 1 s sha re and l ive at her 
pate rnal )W�.e .or e lsowher e .  

·32 . In case � widow who is ma intained , by . her re latives in accor wnc e 
w:.th ::h e  provisions of the law do e s  not a ccept this and ,  instead·
of liv ing at . her home , liv es at her pate rnal home .or _ at the hotiD 
of any relata.v e, me sha ll not b e  e ntitled to her s har e  of the 
property unle s s  she co� s bacl:e. to liv e :in the home cf her husband, 
even if s he  has attained an age when she is ent i-:.le d to obtain 
such share according to law. 'Ihe debts incurr ed by a widow dur:.ng 
the time �e was living elsawhere neeed not be paid off by the 
pers on::; wh o are entitled to inherit her p rope rty . A wid ow who 
hc>.s not - attained tehe ag1 of 45 years may ta ke away goods , slaves 
and other wealth to her par ental home only if sra s igns a docunt.:r.t 
stipulating that she wil_l hand them cv� r wheneve r he r coparcener:i 

tso des ire and not claim th.a . :"he  has spente· them. Otoo rwi se , she
shall not be permitted to tulrn ( such goods , slav es a;id othe r  
wealth ). away. Sl'l..a shall leav e tb em in the custoey o f  hGr co-

. parcener s .  

'Iha 1963 Mlluki A:i.n do� s not hav e  a ·separate law on tl'l:t pro perty
rig hts of 'W:i. d:>"ws .  It has, instead, a lu.1 on the inheritanc e r:ights of 

' ' 

----:-------__, ___ ;._ ___________________ ---I! 

·e· 4sectionse_ 23e., Jl and 32 o f  "Amshaband:l. Ko . 11 ' (On subdiv:i:�ion of pro� . 
:PP.  85 and 87 . 

5His Maje sty• s  Government, Muluki. Ain (Leg�l Gode ) .  (1963 ed . ) .  
- 1 1Stri AmBha· Dha.n Ko .e1 1  (On Inheritanc e  Right s of Women ) ,  PP .  138- l.'.;j4 . . ' '. . . .. .  
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1. , 
· 
Girls ,  married wome n or wict>ws may use movable or imm.Jvs:tble aS9 ets 
acquired .  by them in aey way they like. 

within �hree generations ,  if any. 

made or occurr ing th ereto ., is co nsidere d  �-

sons ; or el se to th e nearest relative . 

7 .  In case a woman gifts donates or sells; or otherwise transfers 

to any pc:r son, 
sexual intercou rse with sucli p&rson., the transaction shall not be 

tia,ve it restored. 

Contd . . •  
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2 .  · Girls., married· women o� widows ma:y us e the entire movable assets ,:-:'.· and· half of . th e  immovable ass ets, ·acquired by them as inhe ritanc e;
: as they like even without the con..een t ot anyboqy... The entire

:l.Jmtova.bla a ssets may re us ed  as they like ., wi th t� consent ot·
th e  father., . or else ot brothe rs living in t he  undivide d family
in the case of girls., of the husband in t!E case of a 'lllalTie d WQ!lan,
and of the sons'., if any., in the c ase of a widow . A girl who has 
no father or. brot mrs liv ing in the urrlivided family and a 'Wi d:>w ,, .,who has n o  sons ,  shall not use more than three -fourths af the
immovab le ass ets they like ,  without the co nse nt o f a re lativeas 

3 . Unsecured loans contracted by such women shall not be realize d
from out cf immovable assets whic.h cannot be used as  they like 
in acc ordance with tqe pro visions of Sec tion 2 of this law. 

4, Movable or immovable assets gifted to women by their frie nds and 
rolative s on the father' s or maternal grandfathe r ' s side ., and any 
increment rrade or occurring thereto ., ia  considere d Daijo . Movable · . .. 
or immovable assets gifted irna.>j.t� by th e  husband or by re lative s 
on tho  husband ' s  s ide with the consent of all co-parcenera, or by 
O'�her friends and relatives on t he husbapd 1 s side and aey inorem-eilt., ·· 

5 .  A. woman may use her Da.ij o  and Powa a�sets as s he likes . Ai'ter mr 
death., in case she has wille d (sooh assets ) to any person, the 
provis ions of the will shall be complied with'. In case the re is no 
such wi ll, the asse ts sha ll accrue to sons living jointly with her.,
'J.f aey;' . or e lso sons who have s eparated from her; or e lse to the
husband; or else t o  her. unnarrie d daug hter; or els e  to her marrie d •
d�ughtor ; or el se to the sons of her s o ns ;  els e to her daughtersor 1 

6. In case conjugal re lations are broken in accordance with the �revisions
of th� Law Ckl Con juga l  Relations'., or in . case a widow fails to rans.in 
cha ste to t ha (de cErn sed )  husoo.rxi'., the sha re obtained . by h er from the 
husband ' s side and a ny  increment ma.de or occurring thereto �hall not 
accrue to the woman, but to the nearest relat ive'. 

.,property -which s he is e ntitled to other than her Daijo and Pewa,
.,.

and subseque ntly spoils herse lf thr ough illicit 

recognized as valid ,  The pe rson who has a va lid claim tte reto may 



11h. 

8, . ComplaintS:i':s�ll be ��tertained : on]v);ti tiled within' two years 
af'tar :i.llicit . .  sexual intercou rse 18' . e�o� ed in mat tars pertaining 

·. to Sectiori\f 9f tb:is law, and a�t)erfoi;:mance or occurren�, in 
. ot�r naj;ters �' , .  ·. · .. • • ·· : · \ . _ 
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Royal Dynasties During The Lichchhavi Period1 

By 

. Jagadish C .  Regmi . 

· · · ·  Nepal was imder Lichchhavi rule from the be ginnhlg of the Christian 
era to th e 8th or 9th centurie s . The Lichchhavi royal dynasty occupie d
the throne ·nearly the· whole ·ora· th is per iod . Howeve r, available inscripti. ons
alao mention the Gupta, Mundri and Dakshin royal dynasties having rulead 
over Mepal· dur�g this period. 

The · soJ,e reference to the Hundri royal dynasty is conta.hle d hi the 
Chan gun�ayan 'insc ription (circa 604 A. D.  )2 of Shiva Deva. This is an order 
addro s so d  to the· inhab itants of Gundimaka villa:ge, which was probably located 
in · t,10· Changu area whe re the :inscription was first discovered. It describe s  
the boundaries of th e  local Kotta .3 The boundaries mantion lands belonging 

. t<> the Mundri and D�shin royal dynasties in .the e�t and the north re spe c­
tively. There is no a:>ubt that, the Mundris royal dynasty was different from 
that of the Lichchhavis and ttl at it rule d over Nepal at one t ime a. On the 
basis of phme tic s imilarity, if may be speculated that King Aramudi, who . 
once fou� t ag�:inst Kashmir, belonged to this dynasty. 

"The Changunarayan insc ription also refers to the Dlkshin royal dynasty,
as w¢ have already �nti,one d above .  The Jyabahal (Jaisidewal) inscription of 
613 A. n . ,  4 and th�. Grlyahe shwar :inscription of K:ing Jaya Dev� II (? ) dated 
circa 733 A. D . 5  contain 're ferences to th is dynasty . The latter jJ1scrlption 
ne.�tionas admini$tz,ative. offices ma:intaine d by it, thus possibly hldicating 
that this dynasty was ruling at that timea. It appears that the ierr:1 Daksh in 
.(aouth). was used. to indicatae tho are a  where a royal dyn�f;!tya_ different from 
th at  of the  Lichchhavis was in pa-1er . It is noteworthy that _referonces to 
this _dynasty are available for a 130-year period betwee!l .a604 a,no. 733 A .O • 

. : ?Jagadish C . Regmi, Lichchhavi Samskriti (Lichchhavi Culturea) Kath11W1du: 
· �tna Pusta.k Bh�dar, 1969, PP . J.O-l2 . The se ction dealing with the 

Gupta royal dynasty will be translate d in the next issue of Regmi 
Rese arch Series . 

2a. Gnoli Nepalese Inscriptions, P ,  46.., 

3�.e . l� al  administrative headquarter s .  - Jagadish C .  �tlmi, oP •  c it.  _PP . 377 • J�Oft 

4anoli, op .  c it. P. 55, 

. .  �Abliilekh Sangraha Part 5, PP. 16-17. , 
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ruiwb Qi· �i " Tour Through Nepal In _May, 1a1rf 

Travelling by palanquins ,:one day in May, 1876; from the British boundary ot · .
the Champaran. district of Bihar, during the n .jg ht 1 we re ache d the e dge of 
the belt of the' Nepali Tarai forest, at - tha.t _ ·point just ten mile s broad: 
then, 100unting horses ,  we rode through t }:a ·  foi;-e sts �d valleys .of the lower 
range of hi�ls , a distance o!' ·th irty-fiv.e mile s ,  by an excellent cart road,· 
to  the foota· of · t� Sisag arhi HiJ,l, whic h wea· immediately ascended by an 
extraordinarily sharp and difficult incline , and on the crest fom.d ourselvu 
on a fortified hill-top, where we stopped for the night .a· Next morning, 
crossing the. Sisagarhi Range, . we descended into a valley, and then ascended ·  
the Chandr�giri Range , . whic h: commands a view of the valley of Nepal , the 

· surrounding mountains , and· the snowy ranges  beyond, - altogether a noble 
pro spect . Then we d.escerided into th e va lley, and were thence driven in a 
carriage to Kathmandu - aixi th e  Residen cy. ·;; · · ·, · 

The thirty-five ·. milesa· of dis tance through the Tarai and the low hills 
must be done at one march, between sunrise andasunset ,  in order to avoid .
the malaria, which is much dreaded, e spe cially in the hot season . With the 

. ponies we had it took . us seven hours ; but, if' one had tiioo to lay out one 1 :i
'. own horses , it · 'might be done in four a..,d a half hoursa. The Nepali Gov ernnent 
took gr.eat pain1:1 with the ro ad as far as th e  ·root of the Sisigarhi Hill;
but they, no . doubt . purposely, left the roa d  aver the hills of Sisagarhi an d 
Chandragiri as difficult as pos sible , re garding the ve zy stiff ascentas and
descents as part or th eir nat�al fortifica� ons , on whicah they so moo h rel :.. � 

In Nepal itself we stayed a full week; rode all about the valley ;.
visited t oo  several cities and th:3 n'l.lllB rous Hindu and Buddhist t emples 
and other architectural remains ; s aw  the King,  the Minister Jang Baha.dur , 

. the :  principal officer s, and th e  troops ; aIXi as cende d two of t he neighbouri� 
munta.ins, from thae summit of one of whic h we wa_ere rewar_de d, . after some 
hours of hard walking in heayy weather , by a v iew of the snowy range s, of 
which there were actually counted no less t,han ten ! We :re ceivaed the mst 
hospitable kidness .and nnx: h  int eresting aIXi useful informat.i on from the 
Resident, Mr .  Girdlestonea c11d the greate st civility and .attenti on from 
the Nepali Governu1mta. Ind

., 
ee d, Mr . Girdle stone '. s politic al ability and 

spE3 cial experie nce rendere d his conversatiaon most interesting ani instruct ! 1a�

"'· -· 

¾ir Rich�rd Ten:ple , ·. Journ11.ls Kept In Hyderabad, Kammir:, Sikkim An-1 
Nepal .  London : w .  H .  Allen & Co, 1887 . Vol.. II, 249-262 PP. 
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The valley scenery of Nepal is, of course very pretty and good, but .,
it i's not at all col!J)arabl.e to t hat of Kashmir , thea· glory o:r Nepal being 
in. its architect:ure rather than in its scene ry. Still: the scenery sets eff 

. '  and enhances the effe ct of the archite cture by aff�r�� a blue ba�ground 
tipped with everlasting snCMs .  The. Nepali Hindu temple architecture is 

· .  .strild.ngly picturesque , - perhaps lmiquely picturesque in India, - being
, , .  modelled  on that of the Chinese pagodas, - storey piled upon stor ey, with 

copp.er.-gilt fin:ials ., minute wood-carvingsa., and purple-enamealle d bricks . It
. / is all th e  work of too origin.�l M:>ngoloid Newar dyna sties, violently displac
· a. century ago by th e semi-Aryan Gorkha.s, wos e modern temples are only a

feeble reflex of the structures at Benares .  T� typical Buddhist buildings 
are second-rate si:e cilll:!ns of the northern Buddhis t  archite cture ., without
any of the character and originality we are accusto� d to admire in the 
Sikk�-Bhu1:an-Tibetan style . 

The cultiv3tion of the Nepal Valle y is bl.ease d with unequalled adv�-
. tages, .  and is carr:j.ed on with .the ut100st industry , In May we found a wa'd.ng 

harvest o:r wheat awaiting the sickle,  and I was told that alIOOSt all the se 
lands had already yielde d an equally good rice harvest witliin the agricul­
tural year, anda. that many of the fields would yet yield spe cial crops , -
pepper, vegetables,  md the like ! In short,  most of the lands yield two 
harvestsa· in the year, � some yiold even three 1 TM chemical quall ty of 
the soil lTRlSt be exce llent , but cne special cause  of tb3 fertility is the 
artificial irrjgation from the countless streams and streamlets from the 
neighbouring hills . There ar e , how ev�r,  no lake s ,  such as those whic h adorn 
Kashmir. 

The houses of the pe ople - even of the rural paasant ry - ha.ve brick 
walls and tiled roofs , being altogether much roore substantial than the 
dwellings of the correspOf;Ldlng classes of. thae plains of India, 

The surface of the v a lley •is difficult for roads� am consists of 
layers and plateau-like pla:t:forms , one above or be low thea' ot ter;  neverth elessa,
1.t • is traversed by many strong ly-made causeways radiataing -fran Kathtrendu in 
all direactions . 

· The chanpa.ign area of the ·valley is taken to be 250 square · mile s� the 
length being twenty-fi�e milesa., with an averag e breadth o f  ten miles • .' Its 
pcpulation is very densea, the -wh ole country.-side beir€ dotte d aver. with 
villages and cottages . The nu.ilber is not really known, l,>ut has been estimated 
t·o be 400, 00Q souls - · an apparently imposs ible nwrber . That , how�_ver it., .,
must be very _large , is borne out by the fact that ., excellent·aas  the  cultiva­
tion is, the land does not afford food enough for the p eople , a considerable . . 

2This w ould seem to b e  about t he  true area, though avery wri�er varies �  
Brian Hodgs on has 16 by 16=256 sq . m. ; Dr .  Oldfield, 15 by 14•220  sq . · m.a; 
Dr .  Wright, 16 by 9•154 sq.  m. ; Dr . Allen and Mr. Fergusson,  12 by 

9=108 sq. m� 
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. fQOd suppi'y hav:blg to ba yearly importe d: from the - plain�; ._  an important 
, circU!lf?tance politi ca.lly.,' ' af  whic h th e  Nep alis : are w� ll aware. There is, 
, indeed, the suburban population of four cities ,  inc luiing Kat hmmdu, loh ic h
cannot be l�as t11. al:l. than _ 12 0,0�0 squ ls ; J  an d  if •  from 250 .square miles, 
one-fourth, - say , s 'ixty-five square miles , � be'· deducted for streams', ro ads,
ravines,  &fc. ,  _there_ a re . �ft 18'5 square mile s:, �n w hich it is possib le that 
a d_ense suburban and rura_l :populat i on - of 8-00 · t o  1, 000 - to t ll3  squar e  mi.la 
.may su bsist. Alt'oget.ber it · 1s probable th at th3 pop'ulation of the Nepal Valle·r 
·can hardly be ·1ess than 300,000 _souls. · _. 

.. T he , valley {s dest itute of the superior- k_inds o'f me��actures, sa ve
thos e  w;hich perta in t, o  weapon s  .of war ;  but · th er·e are a ll� 'the signs of hea ltn , 
vigour, caitentm�t and ala:crity in th e  gen er'a l  aspect ·o" f the pe ople ;  an d  
alt ogether, if i ts c u lt ivation, i.IT :ig at iori,. corrmun i'cations, habitations, 
works of art, arid social org anization l::e taken in� o  c onside rati on, th e Nep , l
Va.lley affords a �nuD1mt of what can b e '· accomplished· by the unaide d genuis 

.ri at iv_
' 
es of Indi a. . 

.' ,. .. . . . . · , . ' • 1
It wi ll ha ve been : �bse rv�d that Nepal has been 

valley, and this is_ stri ctlr and a cc urat ely tll3 case; though� from be ing tL � 
militar y and p oliti ct,l centre ,  it has giv e n  its name to a great Himalayan
dominion adjo ining Briti sh te rrit ory for ov er a leng th of 500 miles. Thi� 
g re at te�itory, inhabite d mainl y  by aborig inal or Indo-Chinese races, -wa s  
originally ru led by a n-er of petty dyna sties springing o ut  of them .  S•llll 
of these dynast ies, howe ver, · were of a mixed race , c o ming fr0 !1 Ayran Raj put. 
fathers and a borig;i.nal mothers ,  and among them wa s the dynasty of: tl'2 Gorkt--1 

above treate d a s a smal: ,, 

The Gorkha district, for 11 Gorkha 11 is the nama of a place rather t han 
of a nation,  is ·sit u ate near the junction of several b ranches of the well­
kno.m river Gan dak within th e Himalayan re gion , t here calle d collectiv ely t.-. 
Trisulganga. It is inhab ite d.,  as above de scribed, · by half -caste Rajputs,  .� 0 
have t he  hardi hood of th eir ma.t e m al ancestors, inhabitants of the hi lls , 
together with the h:igher qu aliti es of the i r  paternal ancestors the Raj put :i  1 

the �lain�. T�y do lit:t le in the w ay of cu lt i vati on ,but are addicted t o  
martial pursm.ts., and t hus the Gorkha dynasty gradua ll y beat do1m , or absc:-�-,,j 

n� consti tutes t he Nepa li d ominion. 
...a 11 the surrounding dynasties, and overr an a 11 th e roountain ous country wh 1

Among the fi rst  of th e de.feat.ad dynastie s wa:1 that af the Newar s of 
the Nepal Valley its el.f , which is qu it e  the ge m  -af. th e wh ole country; and 
.it was the, Newar rule that _ us.de th e valle y what it is. The Newars were mu: �  

3orten estimated, inde ed,  at 165 , 000 :  . thu s., Bhatgaon, 50, 000; Kat hrr.-i.-t � 
50, op0; Patan, 60, 000 ; Kirtipur ,  5, � �  , 
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13 9 .  
/Kathmandu, th e capita l of Nepa l 
-but Gork ha 

aupe.r ior, to th e Gorkha pe opl e in cultur e an d  civ iliz ati on, though inf erior 
in organizati on and arms. They made ,  however, a protracted re si stance to 
the invaders (rom Gorkha , durin g  the oourse of whic h they aske d aid fro in 
the Brit ish. This was in th e early days of· our rule', am a Britis h expedition 
was s ent , which b ecame prostrated by Tarai fever and faile d. Afte r that the 
Newars succumbed, and Nepal became Gorkhali , as the phr as e is , 100 aning 
dependent on Gork ha . The s eat of Gov emrien t was t ransferred from Gorkha to/ 
c ontinues ·to be the patria -i . e. , the m:>'thar s tate ,  from whic h th e princi pa

l 

men sti ll com ,  and the best tro ops a re  sti ll drawn., Hence it is that,  
t hough th� military and a dministrative centre i s in Nepal, th e  p olitic al 
centre is 'st ill a t Gorkha; and, i f  th'e Nepal Valley were to be occu pied by 
an enemy, th e  heart of the dom:i.nion would be mitou ch ed mi.til Gork ha was 
taken. This is a� important politic al consider ati on .  .

In · s c ientific Cll'cles ,  the j ealo usy with whic h  the Nepali Gov ern m m t 
guar ds it � t errito ry against the approach of knowledge m s  l ong been not o­
rious . Not hi ng ,  hGTeve:r , will dissuade the Nepalis from the b eli e f  that 
topographica l surveys , ge olog ical examinations , and botanic al collecti ons , 
a...-e eithe� the pre cursors of p olitica l  aggression , or els'e lead to co mplica ­
ti ons which end in annexati on ;  and oo the exclus ion of t he Ne�li domini on 
from th e  ga z e  of sc ience is r eligi ously maintained. 

'I he Nepa li Governrrent is fond of stating its subje ct populati on at 
f ive mill�bns of s ouls , inc l udin g a 11 th e hi 11s and the strip of plains 
along the ir oouth ern base ; but there ar e  no data for sue h a statenir nt', which, 
according to our genera l knowl edg e  of . the Himal,ayan regi ons, m� :t b e greatly 
in excess of the truth. Besides Nepal its e lf ,  there are valleys in th e  
tery-it ory; su:: h as thos e  of Gorkha , Pokhri,  _ and s o  on ,  wh ic h ar e  well 
inhabite d,- anc s o  is a portion of the submontane .  s trip ; but wit h  th!se 
excepti ons  the area is v ery thinly populated. 

In the trad e betwe en Nepal �.nd B:::-it i s h  terr i tory the ·eo r,ner' .- sen ds 
articl es W:hich e it her ar e luTJ.rios o r of secondary nec ess ity; ; where as sh e 
rec eive s either f ood-s11pply or other ooc essari es , a fa ct to be not ed. 

The � venues are stated by th e  Nepa l i Governrrent to· be one'· hundre d  
.l.ak.11§ of rupees , or one milli on s terling. In t his t oore is probably some 

. .exa ggeration. The . . Resident, harnver s e er.1dd t o  think that the expr nture 
c ould not ,.be· le'ss than t hr ee -quarters of a million , and ndg ht  hav e been 
mor e; ::ind as the re was . no debt s ome inf erence may hence be drawn as to 
the fiscal reso urc es . 

., 

i
The army se rvi ng '  with the co lour� hos an effect iv'e str�n�th of 2 0, 000 . 

men. We s aw  12 ., 000 m en revi 'ewed at Kath mandu, but there are irre gular troop s 
s cattere d \in the int erior; an� as the milita ry _ system is on e  of very sh ort 
service ,  it happens that near ly  all th e able-b odie d man of the wh ole co untry 
have be en trained to arms . Under certa m. circumstanc e s, the military strength, 
repres ente� by 2 0, 000 men ,  might b e multiplied many times. 
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In the valley near Kathnandu t here are arsenal.a and maga zine s , wit h 
ordnance, \ incluiing siege gum, stores , t hqusands ·or stands of arm , snall 
arm ammunitiCll , and the like'. It is remarkable · t ha t  for al 1 thi s they depend 
on indigenous �uf'acture s ,  a circumstance wh ich, however cre'ditable to 
their patriotism, mus t detract g reatly from the military value of t �se . things . ·  

Theret are no fortres ses in Nepal , arrl - thei Government says t hat its 
tr·--1..,"t is not in, fort ificati ons nude by m:>r ta l hands, but t o  th e nat ural 
fortress es wit h wh ic h  the Maker of the ·  nnuntains has emowe.d the count ry l 
How fa r this trust is justified by topo graphical fact is a point on "Wh ich 
I shall have s ome rene.rks to offer presently . 

As to the effe ctive value of th e  Nepa li ·t roops , I ·may say that it may 
be at once all :)wed that they are much the best tro ops -possessed by any nath,
stat e in ;India'. 

Of the infantry, thei mate ria l, as regards fig ht ing man, is excellent ,  
hardihood., endurance', activity, cheerfulness in emerg ent tr ouble , being 
their known qualit ias , '  and suc h  being the case, it is probable that they 
would display a -high de eree of courage . In toountain warfare t heir nat i on al 
qualities, with the a'dditi on of what nay be t erm:, d treir forei gn drill arrl 

.. discipline, would neke them admirable -troops ; but't hey are inefficiently
· officered in the higher gra des, a ll the military co mmands, divisi ons ,
brigades , ·  and even co lone lcies being given away to the relat ions an d  adhe­
re nts of too Mini ster. Not only in g eneral respects, but · also in details
of newe st  inprovemen ts , an imitati on, or attempt at imitation, at' the 
Brit ish system i's ma de :  and the drill a rxl exercise - as se en  on a parade 
ground, are truly excel1ant'. Fie ld exercises an'd nruioeu vres, to o ;  are
muc h attet!J)'t'ed,  but it is doubtful wh ether they are efficiently perforroo c .  
As a lre ady state d, the ri fles are manufactured in Nepal ,  an:i. ar e  : ,o de a �· t..; r  

· · the Enfield mod el, by hand oo t by machinery .  Thus : manufac�ured, they c an:  ... •• 
be really efficient. 

As regards the toounte d branc h of  ths s orvic 3, the re is absolute ly no 
cavalry worthy of the n ame ,  and a re gi"."":-:::.4\l 1r.0unte d officer ri des a pony, 
n o t a horse;  n or cou ld the Nepal is  ever commmd the s'l.lpply of any appre ch� 
nunber of ' horses. This is an inportant circumstance , if ever the -µiili tary 
strength of Nepa'l � to be rreasured'. 

In ttie artillery the gu.ns are rm.inly dragg ed  by men , which is m� h  t ' ,t  
best plan for service in t oo  hills . I saw the ma n roounting and di s mounti:. ,
the ir little g uns, whic h  the'y did in a very s ll'l8-r t an d  handy ma.nmr'. The 
very smll a 100unt of arti 11.ery drawn by ho rses is a circumst a.re  e to be 
born e  in mind, if Nepali pcwer is ever to· be exerted in t he pJain s, for 
the absen ce of horses for artillery would appea r a t first s ight to be a 
fatal defect .  The Nepali Governrrent has , howe ver, a very large stoc k of 
e lephants, and doubtless -wou ld reckon on that for the carrying of g uns . 
There is -a large supply of ordnanc e at' various calibres, also mad e in 1;.. i,. .. ; 
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In every infant ry  regiment a certain number of the ne n are trai ned to 
.- ��ery, but thi s wo uld not avail :in action according to m:>dern warfar e • _'

. · _·- The Nepali Continsent , in the support ar th e  Britis h  troops in the
0-odh: ·Cci.mp�gn ·or 1858, did fairly well, al d  the native Want ry regiments 
· or ·  o� · om, wh ich ar e  recruited with in tre Gnrkhali a:>minion s ,  have alw a;y s 
be.er>. ·fame d as among the· very be st  troop's in our s ervic e '. In th e war with 
Ne pal-J.n 1815 t'he bravery an d  st.ubbornness of th e  Nepali s oldiery calle d  .forth. t h:! re spe'ctful comrrendat ion of the Bri.tis _h off ic er's, b1,1t in t heir 
last war l;rl.th Tite t , th e ·  Nepalis by no means got the 'he st ar it', as th e 
Tibetans : were as s iste d by the Chine'se .  and the exhaustion of Nepali res ources 
v�h:i.c h <?CC urre d on that occasion is still greatly reme mbere'd. They, indee d ,
st.ill speak with re sp ect of soroo branche s ,  at least, of th e  Chine se army, 
and that doe s  n ot  indi cate a ve ry fo rmidable standard' ¢ military prowe s s '. 

. O n t he whole', it is pr ob able that , notwithstan:ii �  all tte ir merit s 
anp. the ir '' aptitude £or particular s orts of warfare', th e  Nepali army would 
9e qui ckly destroyed if oppose d in the open field to a civilise d enemy. If 
the pre sent army of Nepal , 2 0, 000 s tron& were to be drawn up ir. th e  open 
country, adjoining the ir own Tarai ,  in front of a small mixed Bri.t is h f orce . 
of, sa:y 5, 000 men, arme d and equipped with the rawe st appliances , and le d  
by a comnander wh o  was at om e a tactician and a strategist, tl:By would be 

· routed in a· few hour s � The fortitude of th ese 100untaineers , an d  the i r  
tincture of forei_gri · dis cipline ,  wo uld be of no avail against military skill 
�d s cien ce , anct · - 'the r esourc e s  of modern armament .  I menti on th is latter 
po int because·, · J1owever absurd the idea may appe ar to sone , the Nepalis 
jJ11ag inB that they would hold their own in the hills against too Briti s h, 
and /think , that they might not impr ob ably be suc ce'ssful in a genera l conte st ,  
and, in the event of the British pow er be ing s haken, could pre ss onwar d 
across th e plai ns of Ben gal t o  th e  seaboard.  The ir trus t is in tte ir natur al 
fortifications of roounta in s; t heir ambit ion towards the ric h plai?)s an·d tte 
sea-borne . com� rc e '. 

The Nepalis re gard t hemselve s  a s a Himalayan pa.er plac ed between two ·  
Empires ,  the Chine se an d  the Brit is'h,  and e xcept by genera l  re port , t hey · 
do not seem to take any spe cial cognizance as yet of other pa-,er s . It is ; �, 
to be hop�d that we may never allow them t o  have occasion for ·doing so ; for', 
thoug h exte rnally t hey a re ve ry  polit e t o  us , it is a different sort of polite 
ne s s from · that of the ordinary Nat ive St ate s ,  and one cannot help se eing 
that they have what Shake spe are would ha ve calle d "a M.g h stonac h" � It is 
ra ar ly  certain , as a matt er . of' hist orical retrospe ct , that , if it had not 9ee r. 
for the ri se of the Brit is h powe r ,  tre Sikhs arrl the Gorkhalis m uld  have 
divide d � twe en the m  the v as t  terr itory now conpris ed under the de signat ion 
of the Benga l Pre s idency, arxl. th e Nepa lis _ ar e doubtless aware of thi s'. 
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Thee. Minist,ert"Japg ·�a't\adur·,-- c�at.e� . � Jifiili�faja by th e  King of Nepal ,  I 

w:as thorotig hly .  loyal' ·to ;'W:! from' �·onvic t._i(?n ,.Oe:.f'"i•·o�; pers onal sentim3nt , from 
the · .teac� at exwr.ience,· an-d· from assoc;i.�ions in the past; and, althoug h ·
plots were · now', a.nieaga.iri' hatched ag ainst him; he was univ ersally be lieved ·e ·to ta ve a life..:teriure · of supreme power in Nepal, as the Gorkhali King, 
stylecr Mlharajad,hiraja, .  o.r Inde pendent �narcti; 'did not take par t. in public 
affajrse though his· pe·rso:ri and office were · �regar ded· by ' ttE ·  nation as sacred .  ., ·Jang ·aa�dur q'lfi.t e coninanded the d9 voti on of · his re.lativ es; an d  they ha d  the
·chief appointment s · 'in· the arrrv. He , howe ver ,· re tained in his own hand th e 
ult:imate coritrol ' of r the ridlitary as w ell as the c ivil administrati on . His cb!l· 
governnant was reporte'd to re givorous and : s uc�ssful and generally jmt ,  
but it' wa� neverthe l.E3ss ' understood that he -..e:s incessantly obliged to take 

intriguers and m�de rers .1, 1 . 
t 1care of himself !lgainst,·e

, ._e. 
. . 

i.ruµ-dly see how it c ould 
affe ct Britis h irite;re!sts ,  provide d  that ·ttE re �ere gene ral :p3 ace 
at th e  tiJne : b� if we were ourselv e s  in diff iculty at suc h a nommt , or 
if • there were 'di.st�banc es going on el sewhere; a revoluteicn in Nepal might ,. 
perhaps., ·be awkward . It is to. be remarke d, hcwe ver , that if we were to be 

. under the , necesfiity of punishing the Nepali _ Gov ernnmt , wh ic h  we may trust·e
will never occur- ·punish:ment could be eas:i,ly infl:ic ted; for between our 
f1:'ontier and the la,er rangees of th e  Nepal i Himalayas th:l re inte rvenes 

: a  long s trip of !lat te:rri'tory , s:, ne  5oo · m11e s  in len gth and of varying
breadth, but never exce eding twenty-five mile s  perhap s . It is p�rtly/covere d  
with rich fore stse, an:t could be eq.sily seize d and hel d by us .  Indeed-it
affordse., from �t s - s ituat ion,  extraordinary fac ilitie s  for su ch an oper at ion •  
and th e  _blow wo uld b e  iirlllediately and s evere ly  felt by th e Nepalis .  Besides 
their distress at the lo::Js of t e rri-oory in the very qU9.rte r -where· they most 
desire e:xp ans ion,  they would fear the cutting off of so ne  of their food-
supplies ,  'and of many ne ces sarie s which ,they receiv e by t rad.a . It is to b e • .
hoped �at suc h a de ci sive s troke would suffice as a demons trati on of Brit 4t 
power , even_ in grave contingencies .  Moreove r ,  it is probabl e that the Nepal!.f 
who must be well aware of a ll this , would neve r provoke ite. · 

If, �°".'a ver ,  it were -oo be come nece ssary to approac h Nepal itself , 
that would be a muceh more serious bw:;ineesse. · · · 

Situated af.we are in · India, it is ne ce ssary foer· Jjs to ·think of theoo 
pos sib ilities beforehand, 't houg h we hope that _the y may never be realiz ed ,  
�d · it i s  far 'nore pleasant t o  th ink of the. loyal condu ct of Ne pa l  fo r m.r.1 .· 
years , tht\l useful as sist anc e  . s he rerdere d in 1857 and 1858 affor ding an ea..-: ..
of the g ood ·service she may yet render us �  and to mark thee good characte r v,Jtle.
her people be ar  in British terri-oo ry., whether serving in the artey, or whe-t-.i: _e
emigrating as co lonists and labourers into our hill district s , 1-:hg re rew ,\
inillBtries are springing up . fi 

Ccnt d  • • •  
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The re lations of Nepal wit h Tibe t  form a oo nstant subje ct or conversa­
tion with the Nep ali off icers . There is so� trade with Tibet ,  .not apparently·
of much importance , either as regards the arti cles of comne rce or ihe route s 
traverse d, and ther e  are dispute s en th e  border constantly occ urring ,  the 
nat ure of which is not precise ly ascertainable .  For oome years an agent
of th e Ne i;ali Government was statione d at Lhas a, but. m v:ing, it wa s  alleged, 
bee n much ill-treated, ·he was withdrawn shortly b.efo:re 1876 . It is ,  however ;  
indire ctly advaritageo"\ls to Britis h int'ere'sts that a Nepa li Agency should 
be maint aine d at Lhasa, as by J1Bans of it we could obtain informati on'. On 
the wh ole , I could n cit  make out that the sitUlt ion of Nepal with re spe ct  
t o  the eastern part or T'ibet , m ich i s  the really important part of that 
country, is at all cb minant ,  or even influm tial . The Tibet ans would not
probably mind t he  Nepalis in the l east, except as dependant s  of ours . There 
are at lea.st two pass.es prac tic ab le  fo r  troops between Nepal ani Tibe t ,
but, as lines of political and conune rcial cormrrunication with Lra.sa, t hey 
are not ne arly so illl)ortant as our own routes by S ikkim nearer holl'B . 

Ccntd • • •  
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.
Judicial Customs 

. 

;Hodgson _write� :  

:rn· Nepal 

· . ,Brian H.  
' . .

"The law of caste is the corners.tone of 
. Hinduism'. Henc e  the'. innumerable ·ceremonial 

obs ervance s ,  penetrating into every. a.ct of 
. life , wh ich have been e re cte d  to P!i!rpe�uate . 
this law;  and rence the dreadful inflic tions 
with which . th e  bre ach of it is v is ited . Of 

·all breache�. of it s ,  mte rcourse between a 
.Hindu and . .  an o µtcast of cliff erent . ,sexe s . is 
the most enormous ; but it is not , .  by, many, 
t he only one deemed worthy of pl.lllishment · 
by mut ilation or death . T he  code s  of Ma.nu 
m1 i other Hindu s ages are full of the se 
strange enorwit ies ; but it is in Nepal alone 
• • • that th e sword of public jus tice is now 

wielde d to reali z e  them .  It is in Nepal alone ,
�f all Hindu Stat es , t hat two-thirds of t he 
times of t he judges is employed in the dis cu­
s sion of cases better fitted for the confe ­
s sional, or th e tribi.mal of pub lic opmion, 
or some domestic c ourt, such as the Pancha_yat
of brethren or fallow-craftsmen; than for a 
·ld.ngs court of just ice . u 

If the accused pe rson did not confe s s  h is guilt, and circu:rnsta.n.tial
evidenc e was lacking,  the case was di spo sed of through Nya, or trial by 
ordeal. Hodgson'1 s de s cription of this system is as follows : -2 

1i3rian Houghton Hodgs on , 11 0n The law And Legal Practice Of Nepal, as 
re gards Familie r Intercourse between a Hindu and an outcast .  1 1 The 
Journal Of The mal Asiatic Socie ty Of Great Britain And Ireland,
Vol.' !, 1834, 4 - � PP . 

2Brian Houghton Hodgs on ,  " Some Acc ount Of The System Of Iaw and P 01 kt ,
11 as re cognized in the State of Nepal. Ibid, PP 2 21-222 . 
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11The names of the respe ctive partie s are de scribed on two peice s of 
paper , which are rolle d  up into balls ., and t hen have puja offere d to  them. 
From ea�h party a fine or fee of one rupee is taken ; the balls ar e  then 
affixed to staffs of ree d, and t wo annas more are taken from each party . 
_The ree ds are t hen entrust ad to two of the ha v ildar s of the court to take 
to th e Quee n I s Tank; and with the ha'vil 1ars , a bichari af the court, a 
Bra'hman, and the partie s pro ceed thi ther , as als o two men of the Chama.khalak 
(or chamara )  caste .  Ch arriving at the tank , the bichar i again exhorts the 

parties to avoid the ordeal by adopting some o the r mode of se ttling the 
bus iness, the mer its of w hic h  are only known to t tsmselv es . If they continue 
to insist on the ordea l, the tw o  havildars , each holding one of the reeds, 
go, one t o  th e e as t  and t he other to the west side of the tank, entering 
water ab out knee deep. The Brahnu,.n, the partie s ,  and the Chamakhalaks all 
at this romept enter the wate r a little way ; and the Brahman performs puja 

. to Varuna in th e name of the p1:rtie s, and repeats a sacred text ,  th e meanin� 
of wh ich is that mankind known not what passes in the minds of each ot her',
but that all inward thoug hts a nd past acts are known to the Gods Surya',
Chn.ndra, Varmi.a . . and Yruna and that they will do justice between the part ie s  
:in th is caus e . When t he puj a is o ver, t h e  Brahman gives the tilak to the 
two Chamakhalaks, and says to them, nr.et the champ ion of tru th win, and 
let th e> false one •.s champion lose . 1 1 This being sa id, the Brahman and the 
partie s  can e out of the wate r, and th e C hamakhalaks separ ate, one going to 
each place whe re a ree d is erect ed. They then ent er the deep w at ar, and 
at a siwlal given, both immerse thomselves in the water at the same instant.'_
Whichever of them first rises from th e water, the reed nearest to him is 
instant ly destroyed together with t he scroll attached to it. The other r eed 
is carried back to the co urt where the ball of paper is ope m d  and the name 
read.  If tile s croll b ears the plaint iff t s  na me he wins the caus e ;  if it be 
tha.t of the defendant , the latter is victor iou's . The fine calle d Ji t-houri 
is then pa id by the winner, and t ha t  called harouri by the lo se r; be'si de s 
which, five rupees are demanded from the winner in r e turn fo:r  a turb an whi ch 
he gets ., and the same sum, under the naroo of Sabhs.suddha (o r purificat ion . 
of the court ) ,  from the  los e r. 'I'he ab ove four demands on the parties, viz,  
j ithouri , harouri, ,pagri, and sabhasu ddha ar e  governme,nt taxes ; and, exclusiv e 
of the s e ,  eig ht annas must be paid to the mahamas of  the court ,  eight annas 
more to the Khardar or regis trar . In this ma,nne r  multitudes of caus es are 
de.cided by nyaya (orde al) wh en the partie s cann ot be brought . to  agr ee upon
the subject matter of dispute and h�ve neithe r do cumentary, n or v e rbal 
-evidence to adduce . 11 
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Nort h-We ste rn Provinces And Oudh 

Edw:in: T � Atld.n.�.qn_ has . des cribe d  se veral; ot_l1er .. forms of trial l:?y ordeal 
·1n Kumaun and Garhwa,'l Q.uring the pe rio d  when :t he se'· area s were under Gorkhali ' ' ·  · · .. · · ·'rule . He writes : 3  

pp . 26-628 . -

The admir}ist.ratio� of . justice was on .  rio .regular system, N'.Ch of t he 
officers exercising jurisdic tion .according to his position and the number 
of men at his disposal to ensure· his orde rs being opeyed. Throughout Kumaun
and Garhwal all civil qpd petty criminal'. case � :were dispose d of by the 
conrnandant of :the troops to whic h t he  tract was assigne d, while cas es of 
i�orta.n?e' were di7pos e d  ·or by the c iv il govern(?r of t�e province assi�ted .by the no.lita ry .chie fs who happened to . bo pre se nt at his ra adquarters .4 But 
tho commandants were fre quently· absent on activ e duty and dele gate d their 
powers to Becha.ris ; as. tl'l:lir deputies were .strle·d, wh o e ithe r farmed the 

· dues on law procee ding s  at'. a . spe cific sum or remained acc ountable for the
full re ceipts .5 The ir '  ir.ethod of proc edure was that common t o  the ir pre de ­
ce s sors and most H:indu state s and was s imple in the  extreme . A br ief oral 
examinat ion· of the parties was conduc ted in'· pr•: s e.'1 c e  of t he c ourt, and in 
case of doubt the section of .the M'.lha.bharata known as the Har ivansa was 
placed on the head of the witness', who was ·  then required to speak the truth.
Where the e vidence of eye -witnes'ses was. n ot proc urable o r  the testimony was 
conflicting as in the c ase of boundary disputes , re course. was had to orde [il.  
'l' hree forms of o rdeal were in c omm:m us e t  ( a ) the gola-dip ,  in whic h a bar 
of red-hotiron was carrie'd in the hand s  for a c ertain distenc e : (b ) the 
karai-dip ., in which the hands was'· plu1ged int o  burning oil, e.nd like the
fo rms r  the evidence of innoc ence was th at no h arm resulted; and (c ) the 
tarazu-ka-dip , in whic h the pe rson unde rgoing the o rdeal was weighe d agains t  
a number of stones whi eh were carefully seale d and dep osi te d in some se curt 
place and again we ighed the next TIX>rning', and if the . pe rson unde rgoing thi:. 
or4�al proved heavier than on the prec eding evening , his innoc ence was con� � ­. dered ·es tablished .  Even t he mahe_nt of t he sacre d temple of Ram· Rai at Dehr-l 
liad to s·ubrnit to the karai-dip orde al whC:n c harged'. wi th murde r, and beine 
s·everely burne d was oblige d  to · pay � heavy fine •'. :The judgment was re cor d�d 
on the spot and witness'ed by ' tre by-standers and then , handed over to the 
:.rucc e ss i ul party, whilst the othe r was rnu1cted · in . 'a hea vy f ine proportiontJ � 
more to his'· means than the importance of the case . Panchayats or c ouncils c f  

3Edwin T .  Atkinson ., The Himalayan Distric ts Of T he Nort h..lH,estern 
Provinces Of India , Allahabad : 
Government Press, 1864 , Vol .  2 ,  PP .  626-628 .  

4rrail :in Kumaun }-b moir, 2 7 . 

'Ga.rhwal was divided into three c ommands , As .  Re s , XI, 49 9. 
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arbitrators :were- freq�tly had rec ourse to , espe c.ially :fri cases of dispute d  
inhe ritance anct·· commer cial de al ing s, · and the se, too , were frequently dispos ed 
of by lot. Th e  n aroos o f  the par ties w el'tl written on slips of pape r  of equal 
siz e , shape .  and materia l, and were then laid . befo re an idol in a temple; th e  
pri e st then werit in arid took up one of the papers , and the name re corded ,, 
there in was de plared succ e ssful . M:my matters were simply de cided in a some ­
what similar way by the claimant proce eding t,o some well-known tenple and 
thero swearing by the idol that his stat ement w�s the tru e one .  To the 
pr e se nt  day s everal temples ar e celebrated in this r espect. 

· The f ollc�dng fo rms of orde al are also note d by Trail : - 1 1The t ir-:{.1-
dip , in wh ic h the per son r ema� ed with  his head submerged in wate r  while 
another ran the distruic e  of a bow sho t and back, was somet ime s  resorted to . 
The Gork hal i . governors introd uce d another mode of trial by water , in which two 
boys , both unable to swim, were thrown into a pond of w ater and tha long est 
liv er gained t he cause . Formerly poison was in vecy p artic ular  caus es ro sC'.'::•.'· � 
to as t he criteri on of innoc ense ; a given do se of a part icular roo t was 
administere d., e!1d the p9.rty_, if he surv iv ed, wa s absolv'ed. A further mode 
of appeal to  the int erpo sition of the dei ty was p lacing the s um  of money, 
or a b it of  earth from the J.and in disp ute, in a temple befora the idol ; one 
of the part i es voluntoering such tast , th3 n with imprecati ons on him�elf 
if false took up the article in que s tion . S upp osing no  dea'th to occur within .,
s ix  months in h:i,s immedia te family, he ga::...ne d his cause; on t ha  contr'ary he 
was cast in the event of being vis ited wit h any great calamity, or if afficte c:1  
with severe sickness during that pc rio'd.'1 1  

To Be- Continued 



A Glossary Of Reven�.. �dmini�trat ive And Other 
Terme Oocurrlng . In Nepali Historic al Docum:;nt s 

Dafdari . . .  A re�enue 1unc ti onary in western Nep al 
and Kumaun . The dltie s  of the Daf'dar i 
were'· "not to let lands a.ss igne d t11t the 
Army re main uncultivate d, corre ct deuble 
entrie's of .'such land assignments , • • • 
colle ct revenue and transmit the pro cee ds 
to th e loc al adminis trat or • • • re c la im 
waste · lands and submit account s  every 
year . '" 

Dahi Bhansar Re ven ue  f ro m  curd vendors in Kath nandu 
'!I • •  

Valley . Ii?- Kathrmndu , it amounted to 
Rs 2 01.  in. 17 94, Rs 250 in 1805 ,  Rs )21 
in 183 3 and Rs 420  in 1906, w hen t he tax 
was abo lished .  A tax calle d Dahi-Dastur 
was le vied in s ome part s of the e astern 
hill re gi on  als o . • .  

Dutie s colle cted on goo ds when they· 
re a che d the market .  Such dut ie s were 
c olle cte d  :in some parts of India als o  
duri� th e  mid-18th cent ury .  

Da.nda-K unda . . . A gen eric te rm us ed t o  denot e j udicial 
f ine s '. 

Dhalwa . . .  
Care -take rs of State irr igat ion channels 
in Kath mand u Valley. T heir emolumE11ts ,  
cal ld d  Dha lwa-Path i, c onsiste d of a levy c(' :  
4 manas of paddy - pe r  ropani of irr igated 
land . 

Iharni . . . A Shaman or medicine :..man'. They were 
appo :inte d  by the State in sone Tara i  a:-, ,1
innei1 Tara i di stricts to look after th� 
p3 ctla and keep the gods s atisf ie d . T hl !.r : 
ma. in function wa s  to che ck the depredat.1 a,­
of wild animals ,  p-!.rtic ularly tigers • .JJ11a16, 
Danda was a fine inpose d on a Dhami whO'lt- \ .  
go d (DevA.jra ) cause d siffe ring to othe � .  i. 

Dakan Shop ; a l e vy of sh op s . 
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Iware • • •  (1 )  A l�al re venue colle ction offic ial,
in Salyan, La.mjung ., Manang and e ls e ­
where , 

(2) An (?f�i cial appointed at the roya l  
palace · to co lle ct certain levies • 

(3) A vi�ge re adn8n in Kath n-midu Valle y. 

Fakirana . . . A le vy co lls cte d in Kathmandu Valle y and 
els ewh e re , the procee ds of which were 
as s igned t o Fakirs (Muslim mmdicants ) .  

Fattenrubarak . . . A tax collected fro m trade rs  in Kat hma1 du 
Valley to commemorate its conquest by
King Prithvi Narayan Shah in 1768-69 . 
Fatah means victo'ry cl'ld Mubarak means 
f elicitations in th e  Arabic languag e , 
In 1903', Fore ign comne rcial houses in 
Kathmmdu Valley w er e  exe npted from 
paymant, 

Fouzdar . . . A dist rict or local func ti onary r espon sib le 
for revenue col le ction and othe r functicns 
in th e  Tara i ,  In Saptari and Mahottari  
district administra:t ion appears to have 
be 43n in the hands of Fouzdars until 17 85'. 
They were re sp cnsible f or th e  appo:intment 
of local and villag'e le ve l  revenue function ­
aries , They allott ed waste lands for cult i­
vation and provided loans and et her facili­
tie s t o  s ettle rs. They mad e  ne cessary
d isb'ursements in the district and s ubmitted 
acc ount s t o  Kathrrruidu, The y  had a.uthority
t o  r ecruit t roops in the event of fore ign 
aggression and to kee'p military inst alla­
tions :in a state of constant preparedne ss. 
They oft en di scha rged t h ese functi ons :in 
th e capacity of c ontract ol's,  They w ere 
replaced by official s calle d Sub bas • .tang
was unde r a Fouzdar unt il 1816, 

Ga.dimubara.k • • •  A le vy colle'cted on a count'ry-wide basis 
to financ e the expen ses of a roya l 
coronation .  

C ontd.·•• 



Ghiyai 
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. . Ganj aha r . ,. . . 

Ghargani .. . .  ;. 

. . . 

Ghiukhane . . . 

Ghod-Mahal . • • • 

Godan . ,; . .  

Goddhuwa . . .  

( S .B. M. ) 

An offic ial appointed to collect market 
and custo ms dutie s in the marke t t owns 
of the Tara i • 

A gene ric teirm used to de note truces and 
le rle s  c olls cte d on '1o� s te a�::'. 

A tax le vie d on c ows gra zed in th e fo re sts 
of She oraj in the we stern Tar ai.  It was 
ab olis he d  in 18 08 on the gro und  tha.t it 
was colle cte d nowhere e lse in th e kingdom. 

A tax assessed and colle cted in cash on 
· Khet (pa ddy) lands in Kath:nnrnu Va'lle y 
and some hill distri cts . 

Dut ies cha rg ed on the purcha se ,  import, 
e x.pr-rt or re gis tration of horses . 

(1) A tax le vie d a ll ov er the count ry  
t o  finance the ritual gift of c ows 
on speci a l  o cca sions at the roya l 
pa lace . Suc h  a tax had be en  levie d 
at the time of the ass assination of 
Ran Ba ha dur Shah in 1806. 

(2 ) The fine paid by a person 'Wh o  commi tt. r:t: 
an offens e  involv ing loss of caste to 
t he Dharma.dhika r (Chie f Re lig ious 
Authority) as a token of expiation'. 

A tax le vie d to finance the w·adding of 
a r oyal prim ass. 

To Be Continued 
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