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Privileges of Gumba in Mugu

From (Prime Minister Jung Bahadur) -
To Lt.-Colonel Gunjaman Singh Basnyat of the Jumla Office.

Yerzing Norbu Lama, Utken Tsundung Lama, Utken Gyalzen
Loma, and others, rezidents of IMugu in Jumla, have submitted
the following petition to the Kaushal office:-

formerly, there werce ro villages and settlements in the -
land callced Mugu., A Lama named D'.armaraja Parameshwarz then
came from Tibet and built two gumbas, known as Sarka and Latha.
there, and thus made the jungle populous. He installed (images
of) gods and goddesses there, and made many disciples.

Subsequently, a few families of Tibetans csettled in lugu,
which thus became  a villade. The Raja of Jumla, BEahadur Shah,
felt hapny that a great Lama had come from Tibet to settle in
his country. He granted a tract of land situated between hzta -
pani and Tala to the gumba, with the following authority.

"Protect the forests around the gumba, No person shall
kill the blue sheep (naur), musk deer and bjirds in these foreet-~
nor cut trees. In case any percon commnits eny crime and takes
asvlum witil the Lama at the gumbe, he shall be pardoned, and
shall not be captured. Funerzl and other ceremonies, includinc
cadhewa, of people who die in the village of Mugu, shall be per-
formed, and th2ir disputes, as well as disputes among the dis-
ciples residing in the guwba, shall be disposed of by the Lar=
according to the authority (Thiti) bestowed on him, No duties
shall be collected on supplies procured to meet the needs of
the Lema and the Jhuma (%) of the qumba through yaks, sheep,
and jhowad

These arrangenients were reconfirmed when (Mugu) was con-
quered by Gorkha. ' '

Subsequently, Lt. Tul Singh Karki Chhetri was deputed to
undertalke a revenue settlement in Jumla. He scrutinized the
royal order and other documents issued by the (displaced King
of) Jumla and reconfirmed all the existing arrangements,

Conteless
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In 1899 vVikrama (1842 A.D.), tho guilba was destroyved by
fire, along with all the royal orders and other documents
books, manmscripts, (images of) gods and goddesses, etc.
Lama then reconstructad the guaba, installed (images of) gc
and goddesses, gdtheLﬂd discijles, continued the religious
functions, ond withed victory to His Majesty.

lHowever, the documents were destroyed by fire, and the
local wvillagers, as well as people Zrom outside, cut trees
in the forests belonging to the gumba. They hunt in these
forests, kill Blu:z choeces, musk-deer andt birds there. Tien
they are told not to do so, they start quarrelling, and do
not obueva They even forciklv capture people wilo take asyluan il
the gumba. They harzses us J;mundlnu auties of food and othwer
supplies procured to meet the necds of the Lama and the Jhumco

In case lands donatad by people formerly (to finance the)
burning of lamp.e in the gunba cannot lxe cultivaited for one or
two vears Ior any reason, the local villaQ"rg forciiily occupy
such lands on the ground that these have remained
uncultivataodd

"Lands which had foirwerly Leen granted by che Raja of Junal:
to finance the religiousg functions of the gumba. These lands
had “ecn reconfirmed innthe course ol a revenuc scttlement
arter the rogion came under the control of Gorithaia as such,
outsiders shouvld not be perinitted to violate the religious
functions and casuse harassment. In case 2 {resh order is discue
according to the law to continue thoe religious functions of ]
the gurbka, we shall wich victory to Ilis IMajeosty and continua
discharging these i‘unctions, per iorming the regular and cere -
monial worsnip of gods and todiesses s usual,

"We refer as knowledgeable witnesges Mukhiya Dhara, Sire,
bDharkya, Sonan, Thondung, and other r-.sidents of this villege.

"The farticulars mentionoed above are correct. In case thes?
are proved incorrect, we are ready to undertake any liesbilitw:
according to the law. We shall not file anyv complaint subse-
quently that I have any other facts or evidence to produce. I«
we do so, may such compleint be rejecteddd :

SR
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This petition was forwarded from the Kaushal office to the” -
Sadar Dafdarkhana office. The officials of the Sadar Dafdasrkhanz
office have rcported the matter to us in detail througn thz
Kaushal office.

You (that is, Lt. Colonel Gunjaman Singh Basnyat) arc hereby
direc§ed to makr inguiries about this complaint, and obtain a -
confession from the res ondents, if possible, Otherwise, obtain
a statement from the respondentsy have the complainants and
the respondents face each other, and dispose of the case accord- *
ing to tnc law. k

VARt

Magh Sidi 11, 16248
(Januvairy 1LG69)
Fegmi Regearch Collections, Voly 62, ppu 452-58u
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Com;.laint of a Lama Priest in Atharasayakhola,1£91

[

From (Prime Ministcr Bir Shumshere),
To,the West No,. 2 Bakyauta Tahasil Office.

Dorje Lama has submitted the following petition:-

"In Samagaun village in the Kutan area of Atharasayzklile

Bhot, my family had been performing thc priestly functions cfl
members of our comnunity from the time of an ancestor, Dupsdo
Tashi Namgyal, to 193¢ Vikrama (liS1 A.D,)sThe villagers, on

their part, had been nerforming thelr religious functions throu§§

USe.

"In 1939 Vikrama (1882 A.D.) Sisanyg and Lhawang Lama, fothes
and son, residents of tihe same village, created trouble, and T,
had a quarrel with them. : ot

"Subsequently, tncy signed a bond written in Rhote charac~,
ters, containing the following pledge? "We shall not craate A
trouble any morec. You may werform the functions of your disci-.
ples and Jajmansi” .

"'y Jajmans in Sanagaun village also signed a docunent
written in Tibcetan characters, with the following contents:
"We arc satisficd with the sacerdotal functions periermed by
you, and will continum’to accept you (gs priest).”

"In these circumstances, Sisang and Lhawang Lama have no
richt to creatc trouble again. 2
"I therefore pray that the following order be issued in
my name: "“"Your family has been performing priestly functions
in the village of Sanagaun for the past nine generations, and
the villagers too have been accepting you as priests and sicued

T
,

4
g

i
S

2 document to this eflfect. You are therafore authorized to per-
form pricstly functions in this villege on an inheritable bas;ﬁ

"I also pray that the following order be issued in the namgsy
‘of the ryots of Sanagzun village: "Do not have your pricstly ‘
functions performed by others, hut utilize the services of
Dorje Lama as usual,'

Contde.e
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"In case these orders arc issued, I shall continueito, pe'
form priestly functions in the village, keeping ny. JaJmans
satisfied, and wishing victory to the governmente

"According to Section 4 of the Law on Ncurlng the'qacred
Threcad, one should recite mantras as instructed by -one's cust
mary preceptor (Curu)g

"Since (the pcople of Sanagzun v1llagehahave been Jajmans 7 ..
of my femily for genecrationse and sincc they have signed a. d0¢u?@mﬁ
ment expressing satisfaction with my services,el herewith eaclo e
a copy, in iHagari cheracters, of the original document, uhich o
iz in PFhote characterse As Your Highness commandsa"

The Adalat Coswara then forwardad the petition to (the
Sadar Dafdarlkhiana Oflfice) with th: following note: "Subedar
Pahal Singh rMahat has signed @ memorenduwn in this office,
according to wiich the Commander-~in-Chief General has ordered
thzt the petition be forwarded to the Sadar Dafdarkhana Office,
Talkkc action according to this order as well as the laws and
regulations."

Since inquiries in the district must be made on this petition
the petition should be sent to the West No. 2 Bakyauta Tahasil
Office according to Section 11 of the regulations of the Sadar °
Dafdarkhana Goswara Ofiice. The West No. 2 Tahasil Office should
be ordcrcd to make necessary inguiries and submit a report w‘th"e
in fiftecn days, excluding the time required for the journey, -
on the followin: matters:-

“Thecher or not the family of Dorje Namgyal Lqmaehas’becn"
functioning for generations as priests in the village of Sana-°
gaun in the Kutan area of Atharasayakholha

whether or not Sisanc and Lhawang Lama of the same village
submittzd a complaint in 1939 Vikrama (12¢2 A.D,), and lJth
signed a bond at the Jimmawal's Kachahari.

Ahether or not the rvots of this viléage have signed ae’
document to the effect that the ;amily of Dorjc Namgyal Lama:*:
has becen custcmarily functioning as their priests, and that
they arc prepar=d to continue employing him as their pricste

ConLd...l
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‘Whether or not it will be appropriate to issue ‘an order
confirming Dorje lleamgyalaLama as pricst.

- This memorandum of the Sadar Dafdarkhana Goswara has becn
approved by us (i.e. Prime Minister Bir Shumshere). The peti=
tion, along with the order mentioncd akove, shall accordlngly‘
be ;orwarded to tht West No. 2 Bakyauta Tahasil Office. ;

Choitra Sudi 13, 1947
(Merch, 1891)
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 62, pp. 90-94,
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Function: of Gurau in Palung,lBSQ :

From Prime tiinister and Commander-in-Chief Ge nelal Jang Bahaduﬂ ﬂ
Kunwar Ranaji, Commander-in-Chief General Bam Bahaduri Lunwégu
Ranaji and Second Gencral Jaya Bahadur KunwarﬂRanaji.w

'To theaMukhiyas, Mijhars, Gaurwngs, Budhyaulis, Dhakres,ﬂﬂhqn*:
kris and other ryots of Setibanjar and Kallbanjar*in*thc‘w'
Palung regiona Greoetings. , .

Dware Shyam Sundar and the constables appointed in’outposts®:
undeir the Chisapani fort have submitted the following complaint;..
Formerly, Chepangs used to show respect for the positiongofxﬁurau;
and act according to his directivesi &s a result, tigers did not:,
visit this area, But now the Gurau 1s dead, The villagers; auarreli
among themselves and let tigers comg, Tigers have accordlngly
killed 200 or 2300 cows in the region between Bhainse~Khani and
Phera. In the village of Rajasta, 2 or 3 men have been eaten upi
by tigersi Villages are thercfore becoming depopulnted. i

You are therefore directed to hold consultationsﬂatﬂthc
village.and choosec a Gurau, who will then be given a Pagari
(i,es turban) by the Dwarce and constables. Act according to’’ o
the directives of the Gurau., In case any person does noti.do So,iz:.
but let tigers commit depredations, with the result that'villages’
become depopulated, punishment shall be inflicted on your life
.and property. R

Baisakh Badi 11, 1907
(d\p]. 11 1850)

Regmi Rescarch Collections, V011 62, DPe. 321-23..
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S History of Land Tenures in Garhwal®
(Continued)

Thie last settlement zgreement contained a clausc to the :
effect that each hissedar had the power to m:ke over his land i
to a sirtan a&nd to toke it beck from him, After the dQClblODvia
in the came of Lal Sinch notcd abovct the Commissioner, !ir. &
Ross, issued a proclahgtlun stating very emphatically that
according to the Boardts ruling the hissedar mlght "disposses:s
(bzdakhal kaina) a sirten whenever he pleaucd 2o sirtan was
further defined as any tenant not recorded as a kKhaekar at
scttlement, It was also added that when a tenant of long stanti=
ing is "disposscssed" he is entitled to receive the volue of
any improvemcnts made by hiim, and is not to be ejected till
he received such in fullt But this last condition appecars
largely to have escaped notice, and the curious spcctacle was
often seen of a tenant forcibly dispossessad without paynent
for improvements, suinc to bo reinstiated and being told to sue
for compensation, Should he suce for both at once, his restors:-
tion to his holding was frecuently made contingent on the noii:
payment within a fixed period by thc hissedar of the sum dcter:
mincd as cost of improvements, and in the event of payment of
this sum Bhe costs of the suit vere sometimes thrown on the
tenant. In anothcr casce tenénts who failed in A suit to estcb-
lish their right of occupancy in the land found a decree given
against them [or mesne profits from the date of the dismissel
Of their suitt Therc is even i case of the Commissioner's Cour' ‘i
extant in which the plaintiffs, sirtans, on suing to be reSfoL<ﬁ*
to the holding from which they had been ejected without paymors :}
of compecnsatipn, were told that as they had no right of occup. W%
thzy had no remedy in a Ravenue Court (Bijlia and others versus
Mahendra Singh and others, of Mirchora, Aswalsyun, 3rd.May ¢£»-p
Mre. Ross never gave this interpretation to his proclamation %3
self. In the case of Rattanu versus Kaulu of Chamlan, uhmtll,'ﬁg
the plcintiff, a sirtan who had heen dispossced, sued for rﬂrt.ﬁﬁ
inctatement and got a decree. Mr. Ross upheld the decision ﬁ
'observ1ng "They (i.e. pleaintiff) have no legaltright to maints
possession but they have full legal richts to rccover corlr*c:n.v‘.mri
tion for the improvemente they have mede, and until such ﬂmountF

XE. I, Pauw, C.S., Report on the Tenth Settlement of the Garﬁw&
Districte. <dlahabad: HNorth-Western Frovinces and Oudh Govern
ment Press, 1896, Chapter ITt Tenures. pp. 49-50¢
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has been settled and paid into court they cannot bé ousted" '«
(15th Zwgust, 1635)m The older procedure was similar., In.thc
case of Kannu versus Debua, Panaun, Choprakot, the plaintiif ,
a sirtan,p sued to be restored to his holding from which. he h Tl
been forcibly ejectedn lie was given a decree for posQesgion gu '
until he received the cost of improvements, and Sir:Henry. R&ﬁ—fy
say upheld the decision (4th Septomber, 1878). The hissndar; b
wvas thus left to suc for cjectment and aetermlnatlon o;ncomnvn—
satiorni, and the latter was assessed at Rs 465 to be »neid in.

onc¢ month. In several cases of recent years the old procedure
hcs been uvpheld e.g., Puniva versus Kundan Lal, Rail, pargana
Pali, JJmora (Colonecl Erskine, Commisshoner, June 20th, 1890),.
Deb Singh versus Jsaru, taugaon, Maundersvun (Mr, Giles, Com=~: -
missioner, Jugust 10th, 1£91) and Jogia Bhul of Baineli,nKai-
rarau, almora, vergcus Dungar Singh and others (Colonel frskine,
Commissioner, Deccmber 1llth, 1893), In all these cases sirtens:
summarily and forcibly cjected were restorced to possesflon. In
the first ol the threc cases Colonel Erskinz observed: "In my
opinion a landlord cannot rorcibly eject a tenant and thusithrod
upon him the onus of suing for the value of his improvements. If
he does so, tih¢ tenant can suc for and recover possession under -
Section ¢ of tne Swecific Relief lictn Th=z proper coursa for a
landlord to follow, if ho desires to eject a tenant who will ..
not vacate his holding, is to sue the tenantm In this suit -

any o»juction whiich the tecnant may raise regarding his right

to compensation Dor improvema2nt can be gone into, and if the
court iinds that the tenant is entitled to compensation, it

can fix the amount znd give the landlord a decrec for ejection
of the tcnant, subject to the prior paymcnt ol the sum assessed,
as compensation." Regarding the assescment of compensation,
Mr. Roberts rulcd as Commissioner that "the mere up-kecp of’

the ficlds in th2 ordinary condition suitable for the cultiva- .
tion of measurcd land is not a ground. for award of compensation;”
"Compcnsation can only k¢ given for such improvements the full .
benefit of which the respondents have not reaped" (Pancham

Singh and others versus Rishmu and others Dalagaon thtliﬂl

26th .august 1£93),

More than half of the sirtani holdings in Garhwal are he‘d
by litecral sirtans, i.c., payers of the sirti or land reve nue.”
alonc. This may result from an exchange oif land for cultiyetlon
between hissedars, or from a hissedar cultivating in-cormon n:
waste., In other cases near rel-tionship or frlgndshlp induces’ on#
man to give another some land to cultivate, or in new or unpro- ;
ductive villages he may be brought in to aid in the cultivation

Contd.:r'f"l7 :%§
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and so eke out the government revenue. Usually the feudal due:r‘
bhent (consisting of Rs 2 on the mavrriage of a daughter), - das !4
(a leg of every goat killed, a ser of ghi in Sawan and a bds}?t!
- of maize yearly), -and in some cases also pathai (a nominal re,4~
~of one or two timasis yearly)g are pald to the hissedar of tt
land even when no competition rent is takene The competltlon-*ﬁg
rent where it exists is usually tihar or a third of the produc+"
in good land and chaucha or a fourth part in the inferior. In
the best sera as much as a half is takene lMoney rents are rare
except among tli: tenants oT tea planterse In Chiranga, Pindarv™

I was told that four nalis to the rupee, QL Rs 5 per acre, wase .
the rent rate. '

The acguisition of an occupancy tenure Dy 51rtans is nowu
usually obtained by r :gistered deed,eaccompanied by the ycymcrte
of a premium (bhent or .Jotul) to the hisgeder, the amount ofe
which is usually about hal:i the selling value of the land. At °
the time of ettlement, hovever, occupancy tenures are created -
by the hissedar and sirtan agreeing that the latter shall b
recorded as a khaekar in the new papersa From a decision of S: I,
Henry Ramsay (Sarbal Singh versus Rattenu and another, Hitoli “ﬁ
Aswalsyun 1866) it would appear that the hissedar is not sub-
sequently entitled to rescind the bargain then made.

S
i,

The Qadhan, from the fact of the government revenue hel:g
paid through him, was also known as the malguzar. ‘fhere the
same cultivators held land in several villages situated clos~ 5
together, all were usually included in one engagement, and on!
one malguzar was chosen for all. The principal village in which
-«the cultivators or most of them resided was known as the asli
or oriaginal village, and the minor villages as lagga, or atctec
In some cases, however, the same malcuzar was appointed .for Lv’
distant villages, as, for instance, for the reason that the N?
lease of the second village had once keen issued in his name. .
In this case one of the residents of the latter village was.
usually apnointed by the malguzar, with the consent of the
District Officer, as his agent or mukhtyar. A similar agent w‘
a;-rointed in cases where the malguzar was a minor or a woman
Neither of the two latter descriptions o%f persons would have
‘been appointed by Mr. Traill, and, considering the dutiese
that have to be per.ormed, the apwointment of women to the
post is certainly curious, and the mukhtvar's position in st.cng
cises is the subject of the most objectionable intrigues. e
‘But with the tendency of the ‘Garhwali to'convert all'offices
into private property, the position of padhan has come to be~:

Zd Contd’u.'
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looked on more or less as an adJunct to the deceased's land,_
and the claim h&s been somewhat weakly given into hy. District‘lﬁm
Ofiicers, The pu“bhascr at auction or otherwise of tho dhan? sk

both cases the muhhtyar is. considered competent to perLonn&a e
all acts for the real padhan, though his liability to.be OUoted
at the will of the lat:er prevents his lolding the same autho:_”
rity or prostige. In other cases, where villages were held

entlrelv bj LMJGKdLS, as ¢t‘1du necessary tnat tnh AQHt of Khaeu , 

to gavernment, it was impossible for a khaekar to be appointed'
‘malguzar, and thzrefore a non-resident proprietor had to be
aprointéd to the post, Owing to the under-pg:ioprietary right -
in this class of villages, and the fact that the hissedar -
having no cultivation there could not become rerident, a
special official chosen Zirom among the khaekars with the’ tit‘e
of ghar padhan w-.s aopointed for the collection of the land
ravenuei lle, as a rule, enjoys the padhanchari land, and pajs
the govermuent rcvenue direct to the patwari, paying the
hissedari dues alone to the propriators, The position was
originally one oi considerable independence, but the tendency
has been to class the ghar padhan morc and more with the ordis.
nary raukhtyar, In the case of Uttimu versus Mahendra Singh’
of Baret, Tella Kzliphat, the plaintiff, a ghar padhan, sued
to recover the padhanchari land from the padhan's brothernwho -
had ejected him., The Senior Assistant Conmissioner (Mr.Gardiner)
dismissed the case, on the ground that the padhan agreed to lilve
in the village in future. Sir H. Ramsay restored Uttimu, He -
held: "Respondent is padhan in another village and he cannotn’
live in two villages, Nppellant was made ghar padhan after y
Mr. Beckett had ascertained all the circumstances of the case,:
and I see no reason for setting aside his decision." le also
observed: "Such cases could riot be set aside by the Eadhan e
agreeing to stay in the village, He would come for six monthsy,
anl go away again.®"If the padhan has the right to take the
land he will say he can appoint his own ghar padhan" (17th
August 1866)3 Tne inference of the last remark is that then.
padhan had no such power. A judicial decision to the same effect’
is not wanting, In 1880 the khaekars of Kimotha petitionednthat_
the malguzar lived in the next patti, and that one of their !
own number, Tara Datt, might be appointed ghar padhan, This. was
done despite th: protestations of the padhan, and Sir Henry Qx'
Ramsay confirmed the appointment (llth November 18€0), After’,
the departure of Sir H., Ramsay, however, the huthority of thh'
ghar padhan was considerably curtailed,» and when in 1885 a . ..

A
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displaced ghar padhan sued the mzlguzartfor restitution, Mr. -
Ross, the Comniscioner, ruledt “THe reqular Eadnan with consemt
oi all the khaekars has appointad respondent a ghar oadnan-,;#
and no one can interfere" (Thobu versus Mcdhavanand, 2eri Taillf,
Sili Crandpur, 15th 2Zugust 1035). In the case of Tej Singh _
versus Padam Ram of Kot, Khansar, in which the plaintiff, thet
former ghar padhan, obtained an order against the padhun, dic--
-allowing the latter's appointment of & new man, Mr. J.R. Reid.
Commissioner, ruled: "I unde stand that the appellant still
remains the resrconsinle padhan of the village and that the

ahar padhan ic only his agent or deputy, I don't csee why he
should be compelled to emplov as his agent or deputy a man

whom he doesn't wish to ajpoint or trust, Order cancelled.

The man appointed as ghar padhan will be appointed if £it,

The ghar padien's tenure of office can only extend as long as
hiz principal's, who if he is removed will be accompanied by
his ghar padhan to his old position. The responsibility of tha
Orlglﬂul padhan in such villages, though it may exist nominel 2V
is such a remote contingency as to be practically negligable.
The name of the ghar wadhan is invariably, and that of the
agent or mulkhtvar usually, entered irn the revenue papers and,

no alteration can be niade in the case of even the letter witih-
out reference tc the District Officert

The padhan's remuneration conststs of the padhanchari
land wha.e such existst or in cases where its revznue is less
than five per cent. o: that of the village, of & cesg on the
revenue up co this amount. The padhan is also exerted from
personal service as a coolle, a distinction much prized turovﬂ"
out the districtsg \

hﬂ;: i

P !

The power of the thokdars was much broken down at last ¢
settlem=nt. Mr. Beckett says: "They were at first revenue as’ %
well as police officers. Their revenue duties were trans _evreg
"to padhans; and as pollce they were found to be much worse /
than useless. As it paid them best alwavs to let off a criminzdt
they generally made themselves so obnoxious that in 1l&56, thets
Senior Assistants of Kumaun and Garhwal drew up a joint memora
. Qum recommending that this class of officials should be rel-evi
of all police Jutles, and as far as possible be absorbad on ;ﬁ
casualties occurring, or at the next settlement.t Accordingly 4
at Settlement numbers of thokdars were struck off and the re-g
muneration of the rest fixed at the rate of three, six ox te@'
per cent. on the government revenuc instead of the dues in iR
previously taken. The Kumaun officer who recommended the abol)
tion of thokdars was Sir Henry (then Ceptain) Ramsay; but in




213,

1874 he wroter "Since that time I have been compelled to change
my viewsn... It was absolutely necessary to maintain thokdars -
~as far as possible, to ensure the due performance of police . '
duties on the part ofnpadhans. The abolition of the office ofn
thokdar, which had existed so long, would be very unpopular: with:
all except the democrats, ‘'who, more than others, riaquired to’ be
kept in check ,.. Some of these thokdars are gentlemen ... They
occupied a feudal place in the estimation of their subjects.” -°

iv

At present the thokdar's duties are chiefly ornamental, -
though he is supposed to supervise the padhans in their work
as police. The office is therefore strictly heredltaxy and
descends Dy the rules of primogeniturem But if there is no
direct heir, one of the same family, usually the nearest rela-
tive, is appointed, The claims of women to thokdari rights,
though advanced as in the case of padhans, are disallowed. The
thokdars comprise representatives of the best old families only,..
and are the only men who have any pretance to be called the
aristocracy of Garhwal. They are no longer, however, the feudal
magnates of former times, and in fact rre of very little moren
consecuence than other cultivatorsm But they are the only body
who preserve Garhwal society from one dead level and as such
deserving of continuance. Their dignityvy s somewhat incrrased
by their position as police officers being held to entitle
them to the possession of arms frec of a licensen

The principal families at present are the Bartwals of Nagpi~
the Kunwars of Chandpur, the Aswals of Sila (Talla Salan) and
the Bhandaris of Chauthan. The Sajwans of Sabli and Khatli,n
and the Payal Thakurs of Ganga Salan, the Kophola Bishts of
Barahsyun, the Rautelas of Kauriya, the Jhinkwans of Negpur
and the Butola Rawats of Badhan are also much respected fami-
lies though their heads have not the same prominence as the
above., They are all Rajput castese

(To Be Confinﬁed)v

KKAkkkkk kk*k

"l


http:Garhwi.ll
http:thokda.rs

214,

The Downfall of Bhimsen Thagax

Gy
Baburém Acharya
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Bhimsen Thapa was at the climax of his career at the begin-*
ning of a.D. 15323 Although he was called General, he had beccr
dictator, thanks to the support of 6,000 troops under his com--
mand. He was called Mukhtiyar, but poets, ministers and the 5
British used to call him Prime Ministc¢r, The members of the -
Council of Ministers constituted 28 yvears previously during %
the rule of Rana Bahadur Shah .had become powerless and had be- .
come merely his aduvisors. They included Guru Rdnganath Pandit %
and kajl Dalabhanjnn Psnde. After the death of Chautaria Prana
Shah in 1829, his son, Fatte Jang Shah, succecded him cs
Chautaria. The scrvices of these three persons werce confirmed
cvery year during the annual Pajaniia On this occasion, other
Chautarias, Kajis, Sardars, etc were dismissed, appointed or .
transferred so as to give an opportunity to others. Bhimsen Tbap@
had app01nted only his brothers, relatives and trusted personsg ~
as officers in the army. He dppOlnted his brother Ranabir Singh
Thapa, as Commanding Colonel, and his nephew, Mathbar Singh = =~
Thapa, as Colonel. The services of Ranabir Singh Thapa and
Mathbar Singh Thapa, and that of Captains and other officers,
used to be rcconfirmed every year. Old and sick servicemen usu@v
to be dismigssed during the Pajani. Bhimsen Thapa appointed his
relatives only as Governors of Palpa, Dbecausc four battalions -.°
had been stationcd therc. Pushkar Shah, Daksha Shah and Jyan =
Shah used to be appointed as Governors of Doti-Accham by rota=- °
tion because two battalions had becn stationed in Silgadhi, thh~
headquarters. The high-lcvel officials of old elite families, :
such as the Pandcs ~and thg Basnyats, used to bc sent to the :

-under the- mllitary rule. Tranquillity pruvailed in thg country,;
because no one had courage to rise¢ against the government. Relas
tions with the British, the Shikhs, and the Chinesc were goods

XBaburam Acharya, "Bhimscen Thapako Patan.” (Tﬁc Downfall ofn
Bhimsen Thep~)n Pragati, Year 2, No. 4. No date (1955 2),
Ppo 115"122.
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King Rajcndr~ Bikram Shah was 18 years 21d at that time.
His two qucens, Samrajya Laxmi and Rojya Lexmi, were junior to
him by onc year cr cightecen monthsa He had two sons from Queat:.
Samr~jya Loxmi, and onc daughtcer from Rajya Laxmi.: The widowed
consort of King Ronar Bahadur Shah, Lalita Tripurasundari Devi,
held the reins of power. She retained the roval seal, but Bhim-
sen Thopae used to scend her official documents in the name of
King Rcjendra. She hoid to affix the royal scnl on these documunts
without any okjcction, becausc she could do nothing against Bhime-
scn Thepae. Even then, Bhimsen Thepn usced t92 keep Ranabir Simhe
Thapa ~lways irsidc the palace, lest eny one should instigate ilding
Rojcondra and his grand-mother. Roanebir Simha never loft the Cucan
and King R2jendra cven when they gave nudicnces to the nokility.
King Rojendra wvas not awarce of this surveillonce, kecausce Bhim=
sen Thopa hed nmade him timid by denying him appropriste oduca-
tion. llowever, his clover wives uswed to complain to him to get
rid o7 th. hold ¢f Bhimscen Thepa and Lolita Tripurasundari Doevi.
The palace of Chimscen Thopn was bigger and more beautiful than
the roy 1 prlece. Momboers of the nokhility thronged ot the prlace
of Bhimscen Thapa This made the young guecns of King Rajendra '
furiovusa

Phimecr, Thope hed closcd ~1l sources of information” to the
royal prl-cae. Ibhw ver, onoe source remaincd open. Ten days, leove
was granted to the femalce ettendnnts and maid-scrvints of the
royal poloce cvery month during £heir menstruntion,., Tih:ey then
usced to tnlk ab ut virtues and shortcomings »f Bhimsen Thapca.
The y-ung duowns boegan to alert King Rajendra, hearing reports
thet the brave Dwnodnar Pande h~d becn put to death, and the cyes
nf Rirabh-dre Sh~h had been taken out and his property confiscer .-
ted, by Bhimscen Thapa. Lalita Tripurﬂsundari Devi dicd in April
1832 uf cholcrn, which hnd broken out in cpidemic from Kathmondw
Her death paved the way for the downf-ll »f Bhimsen Thapa. Sam-
rajy~ Loxmi triced to get rid of Bhimscen Thapa after taking
pnsscssion of the royal senl, os she renlized its importance.
Ronokir Simh2> Thopa, who had been epposintced to lock after Sam-
rajyn~ Lroxmi, bogon to instightce the queen with the hope of be-
coming Mukhtiyar or Prime Minister himself, When Bhimscen Theopn
come to know of this, he >rdered Ranabir Simha Thapa nct to
indulge in such sctivitics any more. Ronebir Simhin Thapa there-
upon resigned ~and hagon te live at Sip.y, citu-~ted at ~ distaonco
of 20 miles from Kathmandu, Bhimscen Thopao on his part began to
liva in o bung“l-w situnted near the royal palace. Meanwhile,
King R*jendra £ell 111 ~nd his qu.ons did not allow the royel
physicon, Ekadeva Upndhyr~yo, to treat him, klnq Rajendra's
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mothcr, Siddhilaxmi, hod died a few dhys after hoer failure ton
wrest power from Bhimscn Thopai There had becnarumors that

Bhimscen Thapads obodicnt physici~n, Ekadcva Upadhyeyn, had
prisonad her. Howcver, Samrajyn Loxmi ~pnd Rajya Laxmi had no
cour~ge to spenk ~bout this openly. Bhimscn Theopa too becamce
nlert. The Pajzni of A.D. 1833 was conducted at the discretion

2f Bhimscn Thapo. However, Ehimsen Thopa was trken by surprisce
when King Rajendra did not reconfirm his scrvicesa King Rajendoa
intendeld to oppoint Pushkar Shah, o relative of Somrajya Laxmi,

~s Mukhtiyar in place 2f Bhimscen Thapa, Samr~jy~ Laxmi and
Pushkar Shah could o nothing becnuse 0f the military power e
of Bhimscn Thmpa, ~nilathus the scrvices >f Bhimscn Thopa were roe=s;
confirmed after ~ fow daysa In &.D. 1832, when the chicf admi-
nistritor of Palpa district, Bekhtwor Simha Thapn, died, his

s/, Trivikrem Simha Thaea, Hec.mg acting chicfz Bhimscn Thopn
had no trust in him, hcence he appointed Ronabir Simha Thapa to
that qut and sent him to Polpa aftoer conferring on him the

title o£ Junior Gencral in March 1833,

Although a British resident hod been functioning in Kath-
mandu c¢ver since a.D, 1816, the British were not ~lloweld to
interferc in the politics of Nepnl. Their activitics were
Cqulned to hunting in forests around Krthmandu Valley, and ﬁ}ﬁ
enjcying the becutiful scenery ~f the H1m~11yc5 When Sir Herber:
M~ddock returned from Kothmondu in enrly 1833 after living her(—ﬂ
for onc year, B.H. Hodgson was app.ointed to replace him, Hodgson
hind studied the geography end langunoces of Nepal while working
for cight years as assistant residenty Thus he wos specially
ncquaintediwith the Nepnlis. Bhimsen Thapa had hcquainted HOngfb
with his troubles when his services were not reconfirmed at the
Pajani. Samrajy-~ Laxmi t>o had sent messages t> Hedgson with o Wf
the aim of getting rid of Bhimsen Thapae. However, Hodgson tried:.
to> take advantnge of this rift and ignorad these messagesi Furr—
sceing harm to himself from this mutuzl rift, Bhimscn Thapa b'gﬂn
to take the advice of Klng Rajundra =nd Samrnjya Laxmi' in state ..
affairse ’ B

"y

LY

‘&'m%‘&;:};:w 5

King Rajcndra took aver charge >f Defense, Finance and
Foreign Affairs, whilce Samrajya Loxmi 1..0kad after the port-
£,ligos of justice, 2Auldit ~nd other civil affairsi But King
Rajendra was just like o slave »f Samrajya Laxmi, hence she
usually used to look cfter the departments handled by King
Rojendra. Notwithstanding this, she culld not reject the deci-
sicons of Bhimscen Thopa becausc of his military strength, Even
then, the state affcirs ran smoothly through mutucl consulta-
tions for threc ycarsa
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When ~ major enrthqunke causcd a henvy loss >f life andr
property in Sceptember 1833, King Rajendra,z2Samrnjya. Laxmi, angi
Bhimscn Thrpn cncentrrted their attention in relief men suros.,
A letter from R,njlt Singh <f therPunjab was received in :
December 1833. King Rajendroa and Bhimscen Thapa thoen scent iy
cmissarics not only to L-ohore but als»> to Burma and Iran.. It
wns proposcl to scnld Mathbar Simha Thopa similarly to King
Willinm IV in Lond e Bhimscen Thapa therefore conferred on
Mothbar Simha Thopa the titlce of Junior General ond credted &
new battzlion cnlled Singhanad under his ¢ mmand in November
1834, Ran-~bir Simh~ Thepa, who h2l been sent to Palpa,. was
given the title Jf Full General. Bhimscen Thapn nls»> appointed
the 16 ycars 11 ncegphew of Mathbar Simha The p~, Sher Jung Th2p:2,

as Commanding=Colonel. Bhimscen Thap~ thus ~gain strungthcncl IR
h1° pousition ~nl insurcd trwnqullllty for two years :

A :

When Holgson raiscd the question 2f conclulding o commergial.
treaty, with the intention of toking adlvmntage of theorrift
between Stmr~jy~ Loximdl ~anl shimsen Thopn, thoe latter agrecda
Howaver, many rafts of the trenty were rejectel because no
agreement was reached on‘thb termsy In view of this, Hodgson
concentrotcl his attention on in replocing Bhimscen Thoapn by
Fattc Jung Shah, so as to scrve the intercsts of the British
governicnt ns well as of himself. After the date for Mathbar
Simh~ Thopa's Jdgparture for Lonion hal been finalizel, King
Rnjendra anl Queen S~mrajya Laxmi, who were very happy. over
the new Jdevel pment, conferred the title 2f Comman.ler-In-Chict
on Bhimscn Thhpn in Octoberz Mathbar Simha Thopa left for London
in Novamnberi He was ~ccomponied by 650 soldicrs up to Calcutta,
with 21 officers and Jamdars to accompany him to London. ot thagl)
time, the post »f Governor-Genceral was vacant in India. Sirc,
Charlces Metcalfe was then functioning in this pest in an octlng
copacityn He accoer led a splendid reception to Mathbar Simha _'ﬁi
Thapa when the latter reached Calcuttaz However, acting »n & f\“
communic~tion reccived from Hodgson, Sir Chorles Metcalfe refuscet
t> grant « passport to Mathbar Simha Thapa to cnable him to v181b
Lon:ilon ~s ambassador, He touok Mathbar Simha  Thapa's. letter.of-:.
crcdence, and personally dcspatched it to Lonlons:at this tlmu
both tht King anl the people of Nepal were decply unler the
impression that the British were fricn<ds of Bhimsen Thapaf"‘nd
that he had been preserving the indepenilence of Nepal by moin~;§
tining fricndship with them, But the neoture of the friendship.: .
hetween Bhimsen Thapa anid the British was exposedd when Mathbar..
Simha Thnpu rcturned to Nepal in March 1836 without nttninlng"?

‘success in his mission. It was a great cerror on the part of i,
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Bhimsen Thapa to have sent Mathbar Simha Thapa without - securinifi
a passport for him, Thlu blunder hastened hlsddownfall

' Bhimsen Thapa had reluctantly app01nted Rana Jung Pande;%%ﬂ
of Damodar Pande, as Captain at the special request of Ranabif®
Simha Thapa. The arrogant Mathbar Simha Thapa was so jealous
of ‘'Rana Jung Pande that he did not even return the salute pres=:
sented by the latter, For this reason, Ranajung Pande was wait-
ing for a suitable opportunity to bring about the downfall not:¥%
only of Mathbar Simha Thapa, but also of Bhimsen Thapa, in orJlery
to avenge the murder of his father and elder brothers. He was
maintaining secret contects with Queen Samrajya Loxmi in this
regard, Within a few.months after Mathbdr Simha's return from
Calcutta, his elder sister-in-law, o Widow with whandhe had
an illicit affair, gave birth to an illegitimnte child. Rana
Jung Pande sprend rumors about this incident in public, and
Mathbar Simha, in order to save his foce, went Borlang in
Gorkna on the pretext that he was ill. Bhimsen Thapa then = . .
appointed Mathbar Simha Thap: as Governor of Gorkha, so that
this scandal might bc¢ hushed up. Meanwhile, Queen Samrajya
L~xmi was feeling furious because Mathber Simh~ Thapa had -
squandcred Rs 150,000 in entertainments in Calcuttz, notwith-

standing the f~ct thet there was a shortage of funds in the
royal treasury. Bhimscn Thepa deposited the amount with the o
governmcnt and confirmed his position by satisfying Sumr“JY¢
Laxmi. But he becance militarily weak when the army, magazines

t‘ 3
;&’ﬁé

snd arsenals, which had icen under the command of Mathbar Slﬂb“ﬂ
Thapa, were transferred to others. Lot
The growing expenditure on the army hna by Bhimsen '°§

Thepa was then roviewed. All government servants had been given:
lands in licu of ¢moluments. They usced to collect rents from “'
the people ~rmounting to more than twice the prescribed romuncr
tion. For cxamplc, a captain appointed on 2 remuncration of

Rs 4,000 uscd to collcct Rs 8,000 or Rs 9,000 (Rs 100,000zt
prcvcnt priccs). But thu numbcr of captnins was not more thﬂn':p
‘thirty. King Rajendra and Queen Samrajya Laxmi granted authoriZy:
to Ranganath andit to rectify these irreqularitics, and redugdy
- the arca of land assigncad to government servantsd Ranganaths 9
accepted this task bocausc even the royal preceptor, Chautariag;
and Kajis did not get morce remuncration than a captaine ~ - ¢ ik

‘).Jy
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At th¢ beginning of A.D, 1837, pecople had thought thﬂt“th&~%
Prime Ministership of Bhimgen Thapa would notnlast long,: Ranabir
Simh~ Thrpn rquvgth King Rajendra for ‘n/rudluhc» withf NG

4

intention of bcing mppointed Prime Ministecr. Probebly, "Rann: Junawf
Prndc had given this ~dvice to the pelace. Somrajya. Lieoad wanted‘
thc Th-pas to assemble in Kathm-~ndu, =nd therefore summoned - i
Rannbir Simh~ Th-pa. Bhimscn Thapa folt hippy, bocaause he failcd

to undcrstand the motives of his brother. He lcft for Borlang .

in April for religious ceromonices after handing over charge to
‘Ranabir Simha. In fret, he went there to plncate Mathboar Simhn
Thopae and kring him to Kothmandu., Shmrajyo Laxmi er~ntcd pCre
mission to Bhimscn Thapa to go to Borlang cnd bring M~hthbor, - o
Simh~ Th~pa back3 Although the army had come under the control

of King Rajendra and Samrajys Laxmi, they did not trust it; . 0 .

~nd thercfore createdrthe Hanumandal battalion under their . $
command. In thc meantime,: they appointced Rana Jung Pande as i,
Kaji and then as thedir Fersonal Sccrctary (Hojuriyn)g, and restorcods:
the 1londs confiscnted from his frther.Rana Jung'sbrother Ranadal
also was made o Knji and appointed ~s Covernor of Palpa. Bhimscr
Thapa ond his brothcers continuced in their posts. For -six ycvrs:i
Bhimscen Thep~ hmd been living in 2 bunglow near the royal prlace

He uscd to go to his homc only tc have his meals. However, inng-
much as Ron~aJdung Pande h~d now ~ssumed this responsibility,
Bhimscn Th-pn was finding it difficult to sec King Rajendra

and fHuoecen °"nrﬂ3yﬂ L~xmi in pcrson and rceprescent his problcems

to theme Quaon S~amrajy~ Loxmi, not contoent with the humilistior”

of Bhimscn Thhpn, w“s scarching for o pretext to haveanllahis -
property confiscoted. On July 24, her 6-month old child n.mﬂd .
Devendra Bikram Sheh dicd of natural c-uses. The Queen thenn e

framed n casce to the cffoct that Bhimscn Thapa had poisoncd N

her child with the help of -~ physician. King Rhajendra too suppoL%
ted the chmrge, ~nd the tollow1ng day hc ordercd the anum*n@o;“

Battalion to ~rrest Bhimscn Thop~ ot his residence. 'Bhimsen 6000
Thhpa was imprisoncd. So werc his brothors and ncphews,. Bhimsoen .
Thapn wns thus divested of his Prime Ministership, tonwhich he
h~d bcen appointod. in 1804, The wave of unrest thot bugan with 7+
‘the termination of Bhimscen Thapa's 34~year old PrimcnMinistorshipd
lasted nearly ten years, and ended only after Jung Bﬂhwdur se izod 3
POWere : A
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Punishment to Jmisi Brahman for Taking Liquor
(Summary)

From Prime¢ Minister (Jung Bahadur), . '
To Dharmndatta Podhya, Bichari of th» M“jhklrat Adalatn

Chhabilal ~nd Rangalal Jaisi Pokhryal of Khamtel have' sub—
mitted the follow1ng pctition to the Itachapli Adalat.

"In 1889 Vikrama (1832 A.D.), Vidyapati Dhungana, of Dumrc: .
village in Rawa, had lodgedna~ complnint to the cffect that
Righunandan Pandc, o Jaisi Brohman living in the same village, |
had taken liguor in 1879 Vikrama (1822 A.D.)n Thc propcrty ofn
R2ghunandan Pande was therefore confiscatedn '

"The complainant had st~ted that the sons and daughters
(0of Raghunandan Pande), born bafore the year 1879 Vikrama
(1822 &.D.), were purc. accordingly, all rclatives grantced them 48
expiation (Patiyn)n and have been maintaining commensal, marit 1;?
and othcr relations with them for the past 20 or 25 years.

"Siddha Jaisi ~nd Balu Jaisi Dhnknl, sons of (Raghunandan :3§
Pandchs) sister, hed 2lso been maintaining such rclations with.?
usn Now, howevcer, thcy hove refused to have commensal rclations. |
with usn Sincce they heve no right to donoo, wc pray that Justicos
may be done according tou the low." b
The petition has becn rgfgrred to us through thc Kaushal
officc. Disposc of the matter according to the law in the
prcesence of both partiesn

Poush Sudi 5, 1921
(December 1€64)
Regmi Rescarch Collections, Vel., 21, pp..12-14,
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(S.B. Maharjan)
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