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some Old Royal orders 

By 

Gobinda "Kusum" 

(Continued from the March 19_� issue) 

Bnployees of the government of Nepal· were ·stationed at
different places. They visit el Udayawr Rct:JYa frequently am 
collectai land aid <;>1:l'l� taxes in an �-�ery man0t1r. The
inhabitants of Udayapur then visitsi Kat:hlllaaiu an:i obtained 
remissions of these taxes. E.Ven then, the goverrunerE. errployees
extortei the taxes by fcrce. The Brahmans of _U.dayap,.r then 
Visited Kathmamu o·n foot and representsi their grieiances to 
the government. The following roya.l order Rlakes this clear: 

From Chaitariya Guru Prasai to enployees deputai 
to .collect the Thiti-salami levy from M,iWJ�s sid . - . . 

His Majesty has waivai all taxes ( serbank_a-maf) 
on lands belonging to Jageshwara Karki ancJ; Qthers in 
Udayapur. 1-'B sue� no taxes have fNer J,een_·c:�llected 

. on these-- laxns • You have now soug� to ._ collect taxes 
there, am the ·Brahmans ot Udayapur have come here 
to conplain against such collection. No t� should 

· be colleCted-·on la.ms grantai on ·a- tax--£ree-(,sarbanka
maf) basis by His Majesty. Refull4 � amunt, if any,
that you may have coll�ted. If -YQ� _again try to 
collect taxes there, � the atahin• _come here again 

_ wit.h complaints, you s·hall bed� to hcwe a,::te:i 
in contra1Tention of royal or,ders and comni-tt-1 an· · 
offence. 

Jestha sudi 6, 1903 (May 1846). 

Similarly; employees of the: gov�� of N�pal used to collect 
an unauthorizsi · levy known ·as go�kar (charcoal-levy)_ at �e 
rate of one paisa .per heal from Kamia who m,nufactured .ch�oal. 
The Raja of UdayaP,Jr protested 5Jai-nst t�• inj�tice. anti: _ ._ :. 
hca the levy reinitted. The amount that had alreaiy beeli coll,�ted 
was also refurded. 

. 

The following .royal order. makes thfs cleai-.,_ -- -
. . . -. 

From Sardar Glnjaman s:i.mha Basnet to Nayak Jageshw�a. . 
Karld o-f Uday�ur • 

His Majesty had g_r.antei Udayapur to you as· t�.;..fi'·ee 
(sarbanka-inafl birta-bitalap!t liecordingly, the Bha,:ders 

· - deputed· to uclayapur· had exenpted ( the local l}eOP1a) from 
forced labor ( jhara) for the supply of cha.teo�l- T�• 
Year, �loyees ( h1Jdda, :_sipah:l) depii;ed to i�reas such 
labor co"lleete:i caa,h payments (khara) , f mm the ·xamis of 
Udaya.P,lr. we hereby refuai the anount thus collected. --� 
reconfirm the traiitional exenption granted to YoUr -lams · 

fox-cad-labor obllga�ions for_ the _supply 
• • ·· · • 

in UdayaPur from 
of chs:rc h::, l.. ..,,.

...... _
·. . . . . •. .. 

' 
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AVailable royal order$·:show tha1.. taxes were exempta:i in this 
manner because udayaP,lr was a birta-rajya owned by a Brahman. 
several royal o rders w,3re i ssusd granting ' exempt ion from the 
�dhuwa levy, as well as land and water taxe s. 

A document issued in the name of Chautr1r iya Narah ar i  
Bikram shah in the Vikr ama year 1898 (A.D. 1841) p rovides for 
exerrption from the god:lruwa lsvy. This levy wa.s collec ted 
from dif'f eren t  rajyas during the wedding of a royal prin:ess 
at the rate of one rupee per heai .. The Brahman s  of Udayapur
used to visit Kathmaniu from time to  time to obt a in exerrpti on 
from thi s .levy. A journey from Uda yapur to Kathmandu was an 
ardUou.s ·undertaki-09 in those times, but the, Brahmans did 
succea:i in obtainin'g exemption. In t'h e  Vikrama yf:;;ar 1898 
( A.D ,. 1841), the lev-y was waived" on the ground that the. Raja 
of Udayapur enjoysi exemption. The royal order is as follows:-

From Chautariya Narahari Bikram Shah to 
s.ibidar Hemakarna R.:.ya� ·who has been dep.ited to 
coll�t. the ctumawan levy ln Dang. 

The Birta-bitalab g rant made to Rudramani Ka.rki 
. of UdayaPir in the Dang region was held to be valid,

and a royal order was issue:i accord-ingly on Chaitra 
Badi 6, 1875 ( March· 1819) granti ng exemptio n  f rom 
all taxes· ( sa.rbanka-maf), but oot Crum.swan and 

.. goddruwa • You al:"19� therefore, ordered to ch�k 
whether e>r n ot the clumawan levy was collects:i in 
. y.�c.r (.�.,::,, 1823). If it hai not the V1kramc- 1880 
qeen collected in th2.t year, do not seek to collect 
it nciw on the birta lands, of ( Rudramani Karki) • 

Bhadra sudi 14, 1898 ( A1gust 1841) • 

Payments to rx. Henry A. Oldfield 

.or. Henry ·Ambroze Oldfield was s.irgeon at the Briti'sh 
.<.asiderx:y in Kathmaniu from ·1950 to 1863. ruring 1857-58, he 
concurrently functi6.nsi as f:boorary •. Assistant to the Resident. 
Dr. Oldfield has written a two-;_volume account of his experiences 
un:ier the tit le Sketches from Nipal ( London: w. H. Allen, 1880) • 

. 
. , 

From the Vikrama year 1909 ( A·D• 1852-5 3), Dr. Oldfield 
aPP�ars to have been paid a regula r  salary by P rime Minister Jung
Baha:lur'. The salary amounted to Rs. 100 for each lunar rro nth 
trus makin;J a total payment of Rs. 13CO for Vikrama 1909, which 
consisted·o·f thirteen· 

\ 
lut:iar months. · · .. . 

Oldfield was paid Rs. 30 per
to th e ho spital. 

rronth as the In addition; or. 
of me:licine s suppliaicost 

Ref er ences: 

"Revenue· ani · E>cpend i  tur'e of the· Government of Nepal", 1909 
(1852-53), p. 79; 1910 (1853-54), P. 125.� cmd 1918 (1861-62),p,. S'4. 
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i::)1 ti es on Food Expgrts 

1 • Kha;J ahani 

Ol Falgun Badi 30, 1941 (February 1885), Prime Min ister
Ranoddip Singh ordere:i a report on arrangements to collect 
customs duty from Indian traiers wl':lo visited villages i n
the wesi:e'rn Tarai ·region fo r purchasing foodgrains am 
ot'h2r comnodities. 

The Khaj ahani Mal Office then coll.ected reports on these 
arrangements from different sources. A sunmar y of  these 
reJ:orts i's given bt:low:-

( a) F•Jrmer sairdars (i.2. the individual who ha:i obtained 
a c;:ontract lorthe collection of such commodities) • 

. customs duty on foodgrain exports ( ga llarakam) has 
not been collectei since it was incorpor ated into the 
anount assessei on ea::h mauJa. Expoi:t and impor t duties 
2.re collects:! according to the pr escribsi schs:lule on 
the following.:-

( 1) Rice, paddy, millet (kodo), maizti, and other foodgrains 
exchangai by Indian traders with potatoes, fish, etc.  

(2) Foodgrains brought for sale by local peopl.e on 
market-days. 

(b) Chu11dhc.�r:i.s .Gcnc;-.:.m.:.l, c·.:.:•- Prasad,. aixi othm_ · 

The galla-rakalll in Khajahani 'district yields a 
total reverue of Rs. 14, 473.. and 13½ annas. we are payi ng 
this amount every yea r. Previously, sairdars did not 
collect duties· on exports, rut the: i

n

cumben t, K'ehar 
s�- ngh Kar ki, is making colla:tions at the f ollowing
ra tes:- · · · · · · 

COnmodity Rate of o.ity
{ Per cartloai) 

Rice • • •  6 annas 

Oilsea:is ••• s annas 

Paddy, barley ••• 6 annas 

The dut y is thus bt:irg collectai :twice over. ,JICCordingly, 
the a100unt collectsi by the Sairdar should be r efwnei 

. to 11.1!1• ..AJ.ternatively, the 
gf

lla-raJtam_should be r enoved 
from the t�-assess_ment re ster. . 

� comncniation of the Madhesh Bandobast Jfisia, 

The customs duty on foodgrairi exports JuP.. been remove::l :from
the jurisdiction of the Sairdar and.· incoJ:l>oratei. into the lam-tax 
register. Accordingly, previous Sairdars hai �t collected the 
duty. The incumbent, however, is report.;;a to be doing so. such 
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ac -:i on contravenes the provi sions of sect i on 4 o f t he Law on 
Rev enue-Co llection Arr angemem .. s ( Rak am B andobast ako) • 
APPropri ate ac tion may, ther efore, be t ak €!1 a:J ai nst hi m .  

The recommend ation was en:iorsej by the new Pri me Mi ni st er, 
i3i r stru ms here, on Falgun su di 15 ,  1 9 42 ( F e:bru ary 1 886 )  • 

R.egmi R� searc h  co l l� tion, vo l .  5 1 , pp . 5 07 - 16r. 

2 . sheor aj 

T he landowners o f  sheo raj subrrd. t ted the fol lowin g  
petition c o  Colone l Siddhi Man Si ngh Raj bhand ari , Chi ef 
Jdmi ni str ative Of fi cer ( B andobast awala) ( For the west ern 
and f 9r- wes tern regions)r: 

· Merchants who vi sit t hi s di st rirct to pu rchas e 
foodg rai ns s ay that si nc e  they have t o  p ay 
dut i es ( s·ai r) o n  export s ,  they wi 1 1  mak e 
purchas es on ly i f  we r a:iuc c;;; prices . Accordi ng ly, 
we hav -;; hai t o r·educ c prices in order t o  
dispos e o f  our praiucre .  we, therefore, pray 
that du ti es on foaig rai n expe rts be abo li s hedr, 
an:i thct we s hall c ompens at e  the lo ss of 
reverue on a proportio nat e  basisr. 

From the Vikr ama ye 2r 1 92 0 ( A. D . 1 86 3)r, t herefore, a surcharge 
of 3½ p&,is a on each rup ee of l and t ax was collec t ed  in 
sheo raj in li eu of dut i es on the export of f ood. grains . 

This arrang ement continu ed ti ll the Vikrama year 
1 94 0  ( A. D.  1 88 3) • The loc al landowners p aid the su rc harg e  
alo� wi th the l an:i t ax and so ld their produc e wit h:>ut 
any aidi tional rest ric tio n .  ·saird ars i n  that area did not 
c ollec t any dut i es on foodgrrai n  expo rtsr. 

I n  the Vikr ama Year 19 4 1  ( A. D .  1 8 84) , the contr act 
for the co ll ec tion o f  S air du ti es i n  sheoraj was grant ed to 
B al B ahadur K arkir. He st crt ei co llec ting dut i es on f ocdgr ai n  
exports at r ates fix e:l by himselfr. Moreover, du ti es were 
co llecten at dif f erent r at es from di fferent in:iividu alsr. 

when aska:l for l;;!Xp lcn ations, Bal Bahadur K ark i  r ep li ed ,  
" I  hav e not co llected duti es on focd gr ai n  export s  u n:i er any 
order or r egu l ation . :su t  I wi ll co ll ec t  such duti es  ac cordi ng 
to the pr actic e  f o llowe:l i n  other di s trict s . 11 

on Bhaq.ra Baell 9,r. 1 9 3 9  ( ;µgust 1 882 ) r, the fo llowi ng o� e.r 
hai b,ee n  i s su e::l  in this connE:Ction : 

D.lties are co·11� te:l on twenty-one or twenty-two 
i terns i n  other dist ric t s ,  bit the S'(:: hedu le f or 
Sheor aj di st ric t  cont ai ns on ly sev ent een i tems . Items 
which are su bj ect to duty elsewhere c an be 
exportai fre�ly f rom Sheoraj , whi le t hose that ar e  
du ti able here are exerrpt elsewherer. You hu:v e, 
therefore, · no ri ght to coll ec t  duti es  ac cordi ng 
to the practi c e fo l lowai i n  other dis tricts, or 



and L2.l Khan .  The st at ement Raj a.r am Chau.be, Dewan Das an Khan, 

r ecommend appropri ate eetion exports wit mu t  authorit y am 
acc ordi ng to the l aw, or else a copy of t he document assigning 
such aut hority am the r-ates o f  dut i es . 

F 2l � n sidi 15 , 1 942 ( Febru ary 1 886 ) 
gmi Re s i;: ar ch co l l'"'ctio n, V✓ l .  5 1 , PP • 5 16-2 6 .  .�'"' 
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to make co ll ec t ions at urbi tr a.ry r c>.tesr. Your 
contrra= t  does no t gr ant you t he rig ht to 
co llec t unauthorri z ed dut i es i n  t hi s  manner .  

T hi s o rder was obs erv ed  i n t r ans ac ti ons between 
merch ants arrl 1oc al peopler. Howev er, ( t he  contrac tor) he ld  
up f ocdg rairns pu rchas ed by I ni i an traders on the bord er 
unti l du ties were paid .  He charg ed suc h dut ies at 6 annas, 
8 ann a$r, 1 0  ann as ,  12 annas ,  or 13½ annas per c art lo ai ,  
an:1 1 anna per heai lo ai ( t agi } r. 

Bec � s e the c ont rac -cor , Bal B aha:iur K ark i, coll ect ed 
una.uthor i z s:i  dut i es at arbi tr ary r at es i n  thi s manner, 
( Indi an) merchants went back wi thout purchasi ng any
focdgrains i n sheorrajr. Loc al l andowners were, therefore, 
u nab le t o se ll their f oodgr ai ns ani pa.y t axes to the 
gov ernrrent • 

on B ai s alch Badi 3 , 1 942 ( Ai)ri l 1 885 ) , capt ain I mraihwaj 
P c.Ilde, Chi ef o f  the shooraj Mal, rt."qtl estrsi K athmandu for 
i nstructions • .  He underlinsi the fol lowing poi nts : -

( 1 )  see ti on 6 of the r ev erru e regu lations fo r  Sheoraj 
i ssued i n  hi s n ame preseribed that new ani unautrhoriz ed  
payments shall not be co ll ec ted from the peop le . 

( 2 )  An order ( s anad) i ssu ed  on Bhcd ra Badi . 9, 1 9 38 
( Al 9U st 1 881 ) . i n  the name of his pra:i ecessor, 
C aPt ain Bakhan si ngh Thapa, i nstruct ed hi m  t o  
inf lic t sever� puni hm�nt o n  a.ny S2.irdar who co l le::tsi 
duti as at arbi trary r atesr. capt ai n  Iqdtrc:dhwaj Pande 
poi ntei out that the order did not spe:: i fy what 
type of s evere pu nishment shou ld be inf lircted .  

Captain I ndradhwaj P ande includ ed i n  hi s  petition a 
statement si gnei by three sai rd ars of sheoraj di s trict,former 

rec:P as fo llows :-
, 

I n  the V.:i.�rramc:. year 1 92 0 ( A. O. 186 3) • the · 
g a ll a-ralc am  ( o.i stoms dut y  on foodgrai n exports) 
wa:3 r E:ITOvs:i f.i;-orm th� li st o f Uparjyan- Sair items 
and inco rpor at 1:.d as a surcharg e  on th.a lan:i t ax  
r (;venu e as ses s oi  on each mcJ.1 j  a .  JlCCordi ngly, even .
though ou r  contrracrts mentiona:i export dut i es as 
one of t he sourc es pl ac e:i  under our juri s:iiction, 
no �aJ. z:d ar  co l l ec ted such dut i es  on foodgrrain 
export s f rom aJlY I ndi an or lo cal mexchant bef ore 
the Vikr ama Ye c:Z 1 94 0  ( A. D. 1883)r. 

The Madh,.;,sh Bandob � t a  �a then recommerd ed that the 
Sheer ed Mal be oz:d erai to obtain a st atement from Bal Bahaiur 

collrected duti·es on foodgrai nK crki adrnitci n;:J that he had 

http:urbitra.ry
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su g ar c ane cu l ti v ati o n w c:., s  _ ·,rorro-c. ed wi th the obj ect i ve o f  
provid ing f o r  government e leph ant s as wel l . r n March 1 85 6 ,  
f o r  i nst arx:: e ,  Prime Mi. ni s ter Ju ng B ahadu r  o rd ersi Maj o r  C apt ain 
Mah aru d.r a  Khat ri to bri ng about 1500 bi ghas o f  l and  urrl er 
.su garc ane i n  t he i nner T 3r ai ar "' a  o f  M ak w anpur di st ri ct suf fic i ent 
for provi di ng  f e'=-d to 5 00 e l �ph ant s  f or si x monthso. ( 5 6/6 7 9 ) 
( 5 6/6 4 4)o. 

. Sal ami Levy, A.. D .  1 905 

on pou sh 2 0, 19 6 1  ( J anu ary 5 ,  1 905 ) o, Prime J-.id niost er Ch andra 
shumsher e  i s su eti  an order diorecti ng that sal ami lev y  be c o l l ec t e:i  
on behalf of the Pri me Mi. ni st er and the co mn ander- i n-Chi e f  
f rom reconf i rme:i or newly- appoi nt ed  gov ernment emp loyees and 
sti pen:li ari e s  as f ol lows : -

Fo r the Prime; r-rd. nist er 

( T o  be credit ed to the ac count s o f  the aPp ropri at e government 
o f fic e) • 

R at e  o f  sal ami 

1 . Chaut ari ya, Naj or- C aPt ai n, 
Nai b SUbba, an:i Khali f cl 
or equiv alent ranks Rs . 2 

2 . cth...::r gov ernment emp lo y .._ _:  
drawi n g  emo lumentos not 
excoe�i nJ Rs .  30 • • o• Rso. 1 

3.  Elnployees of lower r ank s  • • • Exempt . 

4 .  M?chanic ( K ali g ad) • • o• Rso. 1 

5 .  Port er ( pi p a)o, bana:ioar, 
att en:i ant ( t ab aiuwaY";- and 
equ i  V a  lent rankos • • •  8 annas 

6 .  J arn ad ar, hudda, arrl soldi er • • •  Rs . 1 

( The initi al p ayment shall ac crue to the aPProp ri at e  aut horl ty. 
on l y  the seco ni arxi thi rd p ayment s s hal l accrue to the 
Prime Mi ni ster) • 

7 .  .El'nployees who are promot� t o  a 
� gher rank (J:::ut not to higher 
emo lument s) • • • Rs . 1 

8 .  Babu sahebs get ti ng a stip errl 
of between·  Rs . 2, OQJ end 
R s .  10,o005 -
( Tho s e  woo g et lower sti p enis 
are ex empt) • • • Rs . 2 

http:Maharud.ra
http:rorro-c.ed
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For the comm'ander-i n-Chi ef 

( To  be remitt' ed to the per sona l office of the commanier-i n- Chief) .  

1 . Governm ent ernploye ,:.:,s 
drawi ng a of nots a lary
les s  th an Rs . 12 5  Rs . 1 

2 .  Cas hier ( Ta h abilda r ) • • • Rs . 1 

3 . Dnployees of l ower r anks • •  • Exenpt 

Pa.i s h 2 2 ,  1961 (J aruary 5 ,  1 905 )
Re;rni Res ea rc h  co llection , vol .  78 ,  pp . 32 1-2 5' . 

Land T axati'2,!! i n  Kaski an:i Lam ju ng A.D . 1934- 3 5 

1 . Khet Lands 

In th e vikrama Year 1 990 ( A.D . 1934), a sa r,eat survey 
was con:iuc ted on k het lands i n  Kaski and L&m jun g. The survey
r es u lt ed  in an enhancement of t axatio n, either beca use the 
act ua l a rea of holdings wa s foun:i to be in excess of the 

p reviously r egister e:i  area, or because th e amount o f tax 
w as i rx::r eas e:i. The inc id enc e  o'f t axation cons equently rose 
s o  high th at i n  some cas es it exceeded the c&tual i ncome.  
The lo cal l andholders p aid their t axes at the enhanc ed ra tes 
for on,.:? or two yeer s for f C:i?r of arr est ,' but i n Vikrarna 
1994  (A. D.  1937) th ey th r ea tened to reli nquish their la nis . 
Th e Pokhara Ta hasi l  th en r eported to K athman:iu that ma ny
lan:i rold ers would be a ff ect ed if the p roperty of  t he defa ult ers 
was au:: tio'ned to reali z e  the arrears , an d i f they were 
p l ac ed  i n  detention . I t , the r efo re, r ecommer.dEd thee the 
r evenue set t lement be  revis si i n  rrouj as unier the jur:L sdiction 
of three Ji mm awal -M.lk hiy as--- Dhan .� 3aha:1ur, R atna Pr as ai, 
an:i Di l Bahadur, - as well as in the rrouj a of Pandi'. 
The recoIT1T1en:i ation w as  accepta:i . 

Fi gures of tax-a s sessmen t bef or e ani after Vikrama 1 99 0  
i n  t he fol lowing m ou ja s were a s  foll' ows :-

F r act ions of mur1 or p aisa omi tted. 

Jimm2wal-M.lk hiya Before Vikr aina 1 9 90 After Vikrama 1990 

Area Revenue Area Revenue 
PUran o-Ka s ki ( in rrn.i ri) ( in muril 

Dhan Bahadur 5, 75 0 Rs.348 .58  8, 2-37 Rs. l, 455. 92 

Di' l Bahadur 108 Rs' . 13.37 Rs. 46 . �  

Ratna Prascd 7 16· Rs . 45 .6.3 830 Rs. 159 .73 

http:Rs.348.58
http:Jimm2wal-M.lk
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sarangkot 

Oil B aha:iur 400 Rs .2 80 . 74 5 ,  104 Rs .661 .45 
----·-----------------------

6 , 9 7 4nu ris rZs . 6 88 • 32 14 , 45'9 Rs. 2, 32 3 . 16 

The assess ments wer e no,;,., r e?i .s ed as fol  lows : -

F r acti 1.., us of mu.ri or p ais a  omit ted .  

Ji mma'wa l'-Mlk'hiya Area Revenue 
( inrnur i ) PU ra' no-K ask i 

Dha n  Baha=iur 2, , 2 37 Rs . 81 1. 69 

Oil Bahadur 2 88 Rs. 2 4 . 61 

Rat na Pras a:i  830 Rs. 77 . 39 

sa r' ang: Kot 

Di l B ah a:iur 5 , 104 Rs . 444. 96 

Tota l :  14, 45 9 Rs . 135 8. 66 

Regm i  Resea rch col lection, Vo l. 12 , PP • 636-40 

2. P&<ho Lands 

Pr �. me Mi nister Juddh :: .'.'"h0 mshe;re s anc ti0ne:i the fol lowing
a rr'angements f' or a f r esh revern e settl'ement in  Kas'ki  and 
Lamju ng on Wed nesda y ,  chaitr a 2 8, 1 99 1 ( APr i l  10, 1 935 ). 

"The l ocal l and ho lders have demame:i that the exi st in g  
syst em of cla ss i fying homes tea::ls as Ha le , Pa t e, arrl K'oda le 
be r et ained for the :p.ir p;,se o'f t axati on. Two cate gor ies 
of hom;;::st eads have now been recogniza:i' : -

Hale-Pak ho if an ax- team c an  be used f or plowing, a n:i  
Kodal e-Pakho i f  only t he hoe can b e  use:i . 

11 AS regards t axation, the fol  lowing arrangements wi 1 1  
ben efit th e local  people, p articula rly because this is a 
rajya. Un de r cu rr ent regulations, th e t ax  on s,ibdi vid' t=d 
homeste a:ls is ass' essai at a p ropor ti o na te ra t e. This m e ans 
t hat r everu'e goes up by s o  p e r cent. Mos t la niho ld e rs hav e 
now expr ess-ei'. wil li ngness to 'p ay the t ax  on homest ea:is un:l er  
the Bi. j� system, the r at e  on ea ch hom astecd t o  be c'alcula t'ed 
on the basis of 125  p ercent o f  the a rrount o f  rev-=:rru �  co l lect ed 
prf,N ious ly '. 

"The arrount of hom est ea:i t' ax pr eviously a ssesse:i i n  
Kaski and Lamjung w as Rs.  19, 24 9 .  AA a:idi tional amou nt of 
Rs . 5 98. 82 was col lect ed f rom 110 new homest ea ds', thus makin g 
a t ot al amount of Rs. 19 , 847 .'a2. O'n the b asis of this fi gu re ,
t he fol lowi ng ra tes o f  serm a t ax  have been s arx::tione d u nder 
t he Bijan syst e m ':-

http:Rs.2,323.16
http:Rs.280.74
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Hale-Pak ho P... o. 60 per p at  hi of seeds 

Kodale-Pakho . . . Rs . O .  3 0  do • 

The followi ng levi es , which  yi elded the fol lowi ng amountscf r ev enu e, have been abolished :  ... 

Jalk ar . . . Rs . 32 . 12 .  3 

NU n- Dalali 
am Asm an i  . . . Rs' . 1 4.86 

Tota l :  .Rs .  4 6 . 98.'3 

The following t axes on the ro of  shal 'l be collect e::i as 
usual': 

1 .  sau'ncf agu 

2. Wal' ak 

3. Meeg jin 

These arrange ment s sh all come into .. force f rom the Vik ram a 
year 1 992  ( A. D . 1935) 

.Regmi Res earch collect ion, Vo l. 12 ,  pp . 144- 45. 

Pa' nchsay-a Kh' ola 

A few d ocuments concern i ng Pan ch s aya Khol a i n  NUWako't
dist r ict had been t rans lat ed in Regmi Research series , Ye ar  11 ,
No. 7 ,  Ju ly 1979, pp. 104 -5 . They cont ain ed  re f erenc es to a 
royal order i ssu ed  in A. D. 1855. An a0st ract translation o f  
th at r' oy al order is given below :-

Bhadra sudi s, 1 912 
( ;ugu st 1855 ) 

The h ea'dm en ( nuk hiy a, budhauli) and com mon people ( pra j  a)
of villages comp risi'ng t he Panch s ay akhola area ( of Nuwakot)
submit ted th e following peti tion to Pri me Minister J ung Bahadu'r 
duri ng his tou r of th e norc hern regio n i n  con necti on with the 
( Ne pal-Ti bet) war : 

"Du ring t he tim e of  shri 5 .  Bad a Maharaj a (Pri thvi Nar �an 
Shah), Ka' ji Vamsharaj Panda visi t e::i this a rea an:i told us : "YOU 
live, i n  an area w ni.ch is clos e to the border, hence yo'u must 
Provid e  both mi li ta ry ( tila� a) and porte rage ( b qariya) servi c es. 
In  c a se &iy person smug gles gun !)Owder, nu skets, c anno n-bal ls,
fli nts , saltp et er , sulf ur, and o ther mi. li tai:y suppli es to Ti bet 
from th e  t ei:rit ori es of Gorkha , captu re him, con fis cate the 
good s, an:l bring them to t he pala::e. Also capture any cri minal 
who may pass through th'at area c l andesti nely on his way to 
Ti bet . Provid e po'rt erage servi ces through your respecti ye a reas 
without any delaY for si rto supp'li es t o Ti bet ,  as we ll as f or 
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good's which a re desp atched from t her e . supp ly si rto g oods , 
m ed:i. cinal herbs arrl d rug s ,  etc' . due from th' at :1rea from t ime 
t o  ti me.  Th e  i nhabitants of th e followinJ t e n vil lages sha ll  
p rovid e  porter age services for th e t r 'a nspo rt ati on of mail 
( HUl ak) : 

1 . Y arsa 2 • Parc hy ang 

3. Gadla 4 .  Cho like 

5 .  Gol jung 6 .  Jhurnnan 

7 . Dh.l nc he  8 .  Bha rku 

9 .  sy af ru 10.  Ti'nu re 

"The inh abi t nat s  of ot her vil l ages ( in  the Panch s ay  akh ola 
ar ea.) sh al l wo rk  in the gu npowde r f ac tory. They shall also 
help in th e co l lect i on o f j agat duti es oQ tr'c:de with Tib et ;  
arrest any per son who m ay  cr 'eat'e di st urbances or use force, 
ti e h im up, ar.d bri ng h im to t he p alace. , In th e  hil l region , 
per sons who pr ovid e hul' ak services a re g ran ted exemption f rom 
h )m est eai t axes (ughau ni , p aghauni )  ani for ced labor ( j ha ra, 
bet h. begar )  ob lig ations ,  and also prot ect ed  f rom evict ion from 
th e  kh et and p akh 2,  lands occupi ed by them'. T here are no 
khet lands in you r area , henc e  you dep' end solely on p akho 
l ands for you r livelihood. You are t heref'o re pe rmi'tt ed t o  
pr ocu r1.;? sal t f rom Ti bet .  The i nh abit ants of t'he t en vi ll ages who 
pr ooide hul ak s ervi c es  sh a l l  b e exerrpt from jagat , ni rkhi, 
ard taks 3r dut i es at Bharku , syaf ru ,  and TirrRJ re. Th os e woo work 
i :r.  t h.2; gunpov,-d er f dC�ory sh2ll :.)� �l lowt.d to p rocure f iv e  
m anloads of sal t f or each  boi...sehol d  f rom Ti bet without payi nJ 
any d ut ies . A ston e i nscr ip tion mentioning t' hese arr ang ement's 
was t hen i nstal led at Tim ur' e, a.rd we h ave so f � been ac t i ng 
accordi ngly • 

"Slbs equently', j agat f unctiona ri es forcib ly s ta rt ed 
col lecting j agat duties from th e  i nhabit a nts of Y arsa and 
Pai:-c hyang. This h as c a.ise d  t hem rruch har assment' . This y1;.ar, 
bec c!J.se of t he w ar, we hav e  hai t o  p rovide port era ge se. z:vices 
f or t he t ransport ation of mi'litary supPlies , as wel l  as other 
govern m en t sup plies (chapl e-hulaki )  and m ail ( k agat' e-hu laki) . 
we h ave als o h ai  to b ear th e bur den of ( meet i ng th e  need s of)
trocps p assing th rough our vil lages.  The tax .exanptions that 
hai be.an granted to us h ave been wi thirawn' . I-bw then can w e  
worK ? we have to supply provisi on to th \; Dware an:i the persons 
who a:: company him throug hout the year. we a r e  bei rg  ·compell ed  

1 1to s ell oor c hi ldren i n  or der to do s o .  

In re' sponse to this peti tion, a r oyal orde r w as  i ssued on 
Bha:ira sudi 8, 1912 ( 1&1 gust 185 5)reconfi rmin g t he t ra:lit ional 
arrangeme rcs ani exerrpt ion s. The order a lso conta in ed  the 
f ollowi ng pr ovi si,ons :- · · 

·1. J ag at ,  Nirkhi, an:i T aks ari t axes shall not be 
c ollected for.c i bly f rom t he inhabit ants of Y ars a  
and Parchyang vil lag�s. 

http:becc!J.se
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2• The obligation of the loca l peop le to p rovide fr ee 
p r uvi s ions ( .r..anac h'=l.,nai., to Dwa'res and ot her  revenue 
collec tirg fu nc ti onaries ha s  been' . abo li shed. 

3 • .All t ax  exempt ions custom'"lt'il y g'ra nted to the 
i nha bit ants of these vi ll ages have been reconfi rmed. 

Bha dra SJ.di 8, 1912 ( ./ilgust 1855 )
Regmi Resea rch col lect ion , vol. 56 , p p. 523-2 9, see vo l. 58 ,
pP. 1-6 f o r  t' ext of roy al order d at ed Bhad ra sudi 12 ,  1912 . 

M of f ic ia l  te am he ai ed  by Dhundi raj Gurugh arana Pa.n:iit 
ha:i bee n deput ed i n .A. D. 1896 t o  revis e the revenue settlement 
i n t he Pa nchs a,y a Kho l a area. The loca l p eople subsequent ly 
complai na:i th at the recommend a tions of tha t te am  did not conform 
t o  the roy a l or der of A. D. 1855 • .Prim e  Mini st er B ir smmsher e 
rej ected the compl ain t on t he  fol lowi ng grourns : 

(1) Th e conpl ai nt had not been sul:::mit ted to the . 
of fic i al t eam. 

(2 )  The people of Pa nchsaya Khela h ad p revious ly 
acc'ept ed enha ncements i n  reveru.e not withst anding 
the arr ange�t s ma de in A. D. 1855 •' . 

( 3) comp l aints had be en receiv e:i f requentl y tha t t}:ley
had f ail ed  to regist' er t axa ble l' anis and oomesteads .  

(4) Duri ng Vikr'ama 194 4 ( A.D. 1887-88) , when i mp orts 
of salt f rom _  Tibet ha:i be en ba nQed , th e i nhabit ants 
of P anchs qya l<h:)l a h oi  smug gled s al t  from Tibet . 

Prime Mi nist er Bi r  Shumshere accordi n; ly resci llie:i the A.D.
185 5 order.  #:. the s ame t ime , he d'ecre'ed : 

In the course of the sett' lement,  a tot al sum of 
Rs. 12, 74 9  - 6½ has be en a sses's e:i  an P anc'hsay akhola' . 
This amount s'eems to be too high .  Aecord ingly ,' . a 
sum of Rs. 2 , '000 has be' en remitted for the i nha bitant s  
of th e ten villages who p rovide po rter age s ervi'ces 
f o r  m'ail ( hul aki). Th e ba l anc e  of Rs. 10, 749-6½· ·· · 
sha' l l  be co llectai in fu ll . "  

Offi cia ls of the su rvf!f tea m  were'· ordered to apporti on t his 
amoun t  among the local p eopl e accordi ng to t he area and g ra:ie of 
l anis and homesteads' _ occup ied .  by them. 

Th e order also provided th e f ollowing priv ileges : 

( 1) No jagat d uty sh all be col lectai on sa lt procursi in 
a.rrJ quantity .  ( from Tibet) by the in habi tants o f  the 
t en  villa ges who are un:ier ob li g ation to pr'ovide h ulak 
s ervi ces . 

( 2 )  Inh a bi t ants o f vi llages as sig ned to wor k  i n th e  gu npow:ie r 
f actory m2y make fiv� t ri ps a ye ar e ach to b ri n 'g sa' lt 
without p ayi ng  a.rrt duty , 



I l am  

6 0  

Jestha Badi 4, 195 4  ( Ma.Y 1897 ) 
Regmi Research Gosllection, vo l. 76 , pp . 6 03-7s. 
( Thi s order waS revi ss:i elev en rronths later . See Regmi Research 
s""ri es, Yaar 15 ,  No . 7 ,  JU ly 1 98 3 , pp. 104-5 ) .  

In fo rmation reg ardi ng t hese arrang ement s was sent t o  t ho 
fol lowing off ic es on the s amo d ay : -

1 .  West No . 1 Baky aut a  T ah asi l  Jldd a. 

2s. West No . 2 Baky aut a T ahasi 1 Add a .  

3 .  Pat an B aky aut a  T ahasi l Adda . 

4 .  Gau nda. 

s .  East N o. 1 Baky autsa T ahasi l Add a . 

5 .  Kirtipur Baky aut a T ahasi l Add a .  

7. Pal loki r at ( T erhathum) ( Di strict of f ice)s. 

8 .  west No . 4 Baky auta T ahasi l ;dda. 

9 .  Palp a Baky a.i t a  T ahasi l ;dda. 

10. Ju ml a  G au n:l a. 

11s. west No • .  5 Baky autsa T ahasi l i-dda. 

12 . East. No . 4 Baky auta T 2.hasi l Mda .  

1 3 .  Bhadgsaun Baky aut a T ahasi l ,ad a. 

1 4 .  East No . 3 Baky aut a T ahasi l idd a. 

15 • .  oot i Baky aut a T ahasi 1 i.dd a. 

16s. Kat hmandu Baky aut a T ahasi l idda . 

17 . Pal lokir at ( Chhathum) E aky aut a 'l' ahasil ,·di a. 

18.  East No . 2 Baky aut a T ahasi 1 ld da. 

19 .  �l lu-Daislekh Baky aut a  T ahasi l ..'"dda. 

2 0. west No . 3 B aky aut a Tahasi l J.dda . 
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Justic'e a ni  Rit' ua� Pllrit � 

Nangle ( K athma niu) 

sinya Khat ri , Dware o f  Nangle vi l lage .i n  Kat' hmaniu, 
reported to Major  Ka s hi nat b t hat t he i l legitimate son, o f 
Garud aihwa j had com rrd. tted sexual intercou rs e wit h th e  
daug'ht' er o f  Garud'adhwaja'' s son oorn of his m arr i ed wi f 'e .  
Major K ashin ath reported t he matt er t o · tbe King. Th e fol lo�ing
roy al o rder wa s then is sued on Jestha sudi 8, 1866 • ( 'May 1809) : 

In cest with on e ' s niec e  torn of m ar ried parents by a 
person of illegitim ate birth nust be puni shed by d eath. Extrac t  
a c on£ es sion f rom th a guilt y m'an a ni  woman in the p r es ence 
of Panchas , and c ut off the penis and testic les of the 
guilty man'. 

Re gm i Rese a rch col lection, vol. 4 0, P. 44. 

Mahott a'ri 

en Kartik Sldi 10, 1866 ( cx:tober 1809) ,  a �y al order,
issu ed  in  the name o f '· the su bba an:i ·  other o ff'ic ials -arxi 
functio naries of Ma hottari, cont'ain ed  the f ollowin g prov isions · · · 
as we ll : 

Dis pense just ice in the pres enc e of loca l  
revenue'_ f unct i 'onari es ( chaudha r i, k aru cpye,

·nt:>kaddam), bi rtaowncrs', and other resp ectable 
peopl e ( bhal' a- admi) aft er e xt racrtin'g a confession 
( f rom the accu sed pe.cson. Have _ th e  con fession 
aithentic'at ed  by the pq,0chas a nd inf li ct 

· pu ni shme nt in consu lt a tion with them according 
to th e n at ure of th e o ffe ns e  .. 

Regni Rasearch coll ection, vol'. 40, P .  116. 

!!£st ern Hill R �gion 

Roy a l' order to respect able p eople ( bhal a mani a) , . _  loc al  
h eadmen (t ha ri, ghatu-rud ha), as wel l as �11 Br' ahman, Ksh at' riya,
Kha s , arrl Mag ar p eop'le o f  Ru.kum, Jlehh am, Doti, Ol l lu, Dail ekh,
Bajh ang, Baju ra, Chhannu ,  Thala hara, Jaj arkot, .· Panchthapa l a,  
Pyuthan, and s aly an, including Manahar Bist a,  R ama Singh Slwar, 
Mahe R &wal,  Bi rb al Rawal, P adma n R awal, Bir Singh Rawal, Gu na 
Hit an, Ch cil rU Bh andari, Sagun Bi st a, Mane Singh Bi st a, and 
Parima l Boga.ti of .rw:hh am' . 

we h ave r eceiv ed r ep or ts th at you do not ost'r .-=iz.e f rom 
the c as te, nor perfor m ch andr aY a!!§ expiation for t aki ng cooked 
ric e from the h'ands of persons who are gui lt:;y o� illicit 
s exua l  i nter cour s e  with st ep'- m::>thera',' , 51ranin0thers, sister s, 
wiv e.is o f  sons •or youn g�r brot hers ,  maternal _ aints, or sist er' s· 
daught'ers . •J : 

In the future, 'ident i f y  t he' main' p er son guf°lty o f the 
following crim es, as wel'l a s  persons �ilty o f as sociat ion with 
them in the f i rst, s econd, o r third degree, of fe r expi ation 
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f ees to the men o f  Dh armadhikaar Daiv agnya Kes ari Pandit 
agai nst bu l ls si gnsi and stamped by hi m,  undergo expi ation 
as prescribsi therei n, and att ai n  ritu al purity : -

( 1 )  Poi soning one ' as hu sband .  

( 2 ) sexu al int ercourse with  a wom an du ri ng her 
menstru al period . 

( 3 ) T aking cooked rice or water f rom the hands of  a 
"WOman du ring her menstruaal perioda. 

( 4) Taking parched cornmeal from the hands of  a rum-
( i . e .  an untouchable person)a. 

( 5 ) T aking  cooke:1 rice  and water from the hards of a 
perso n  who accept s oblations o ff ercd on the elev enth 
day after a deatha. 

( 6 ) T aki ng cooked ricat:: from the hands o f  a Brahman 
who ofafers fennented drianks ( jand) to a cowa. 

( 7 )  Foreign into prostitution a Brahman woman wh:::> engages 
in sexual i ntercou rse with the younger brother o f 
her lusband . 

( 8) wil lful s exual i nt ercourse wit h a oum woman . 

( 9) MUrder o f  a J;)erson belongi ng to t he same c l an  ( got ra)a. _a

( 10) Death of cows and ru L.. ock s who are in tether . ,. 

( 1 1) T aki ng of co cked rice by a j ai si Br ahman f rom t he  
hands o f  a Br ahman woman who h as  engaged i n  s exu al 
i ntercourse with fiv e perso ns a. 

Niti rites alone are no t su f fici ent for expi 2tion 
for such crimes i ritual purity must be att ai noo. through 
smri ti ri tesa. 

Expi ation must be undergone for th_e c rime committ � 
twenty-two years ago by Kaby a  Kami of Th.l nigaun i n  
Pyuthan by eng agi ng i n  sexu al i nt ercourse wit h Bi ndri , 
a Magar woman.  

A "WOman shal l not mi lk a cow duri ng her menstru al 
p eriod . MY person  who dri nks such milk must urxiergo 
expi ationa. 

. Nt:f person who does not undergo expi ation i n  the 
· manner mentioned above shall be severely puni sheda. 

R egmi Research collecti on, vo l .  39 , p .  17 1 .  
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Eastern Hi ll Region 

Royal order to Ma jhis and Kumhals i n  the r egion east 

We have received repor ts t hat local amalis infli'ct 
s evere fin es and penal ties wh enever y ou comnit aI'r:/ off' e nse. 
Olr father ( King R an  Bahadur Shah ) had pr escri'bed the 
followin g pen alties for Yakhas an:i Khanbus, and we her e by  
m ak e thes e  r a t es applic able to y ou also : -

Desc ript ion 

Infa n ti cid e Rs. 15 

Pen alty 

In cest Rs. for man 

Rs. 12 for wom'an 

Jdultecy R s .  12 for man ( chak) 

Rs . 10 for woman ( chakui )  

physi cal i njury Rs. 5' · 

shrawan Badi 10, 1867 ( JUly 1810)
�egmi Research collectio� vol. 39, p • .  2 98. 

JUml'a 

Roy al ord e r to ·the four 'rhanis; · as -wel 1 as Thalus and 
11..lkhiy as of Juml' a .  

You have so far been p aying fi nes at the uni f0.tn1 rate 
of fi ve · rup ees for ea ch of f e nse, whether ser ious or mi nor .  
I n  th e futur e, you a re hereby order ed '· to pay heavi er fin es 
for serious of fen s es tha n  for mi nor of f' enses. 

Poush Baii 4, 187 3 ( Dec anber 1816)
Regmi R esea rch collec tion', Vo l. 36 , P .  _338 . 

· 122ll  

section 15 of admi nistrative r egul ati ons for t he Dot i  
region prorrul g ated on T hu rsd ay ,  Poush sudi 4, 1902 ( De cem be:;-
1845) in th e n'ame of Ch au t ariy a Bhi ma Bikrama Shah. 

15. Esta blish an Jdalat at  Sil ga' dhi an:i di sp' ense 
justice i n  an imp arti al manne r in case corrpl aints are 
filed a;1 ainst �alis , t hekdars, or j �J:dars. send 
bicha ris· to differ ent areas t o col lee fines and 
pena lti e s, as wel'l as ji t auri f ees ( from the wir� ng 
p arty) as det�Ed by Panch.s§. and bi'charis acco rding
to the nature of the of fense. 
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F rom t he income o f  
fol' lows : -

.zdalat, p ay s alaries as 

1 .  Sl be:ia'r . . . R.s • 67 5 

1 Bichari • • •  Rs . 

1 Ja m 'adar • • •  Rs. 2 C5 

1 Bahidar • • •  Rs. 6 0  

Peons . . . Rs . 5 CO  

Regmi Resea rc h Coll ec tion , vol' . 26, P. 4 1. 

Khaj anchi Um'ak anta  Upadhy a� 

en Po·u.s� sudi 4 ,  . 1902 (December 1845)', Um'aka'nta upadhy ay a 
of N.lw::ikot, son of Chan:lra sha<her , wa s appoin ted as Kha ja nchi 
(Chief of the T reasury) . He wa s grant ed emoluments amcu nting
to income from 2 , 000 muris o f  rice l ands ani hom este ad r ev enu e 
arrount in'g to Rs. l , 2 CO. O f  the ric e-l and  assi gnment, 1, 124 
rru ris an:l 18 p at his was actua l ly granted in the form of l ands : 
the b a l an ce of 875  muris an d 2 p athis was conve rted into c ash 
a t  the r ate o f  Rs . 25 for 100 mu ris . 

R egni Researc h Coll e ction , 'I:.:, 7 ' . 2 6 ,  p. 52 .  

U m ak an ta Upadhy aya '  s pr ed ecessor ,  Tar anath .Arjyal, ha:i 
been cr.1th::>rized to collec t  and appropri at e  as his perso nal 
i ncQme a comnission of 2 percent of the val ue o f p r ecious 
ston es, shawls, brocades, and o t her f abri cs purchased by th e 
Tos akh ana f rom merch ants .  Umaka nt a Up' adhy aya was gr'ant ed  
the s am e  p r ivilege f rom Poush B adi 9 , 1 9 01. 

Poush sudi 4, 1902 ( Decenber 184 5)
Regmi Research Col l ection, vo l. 2 6, P. 52 .  

*** * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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