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Rituals In Nell9, li Life* 

By 

Badri Ratna and F.atna Kaji Bajracha17a. 

Let us discuss here. t.tie traditional rites performed in Nepal from 
birth to de(!th and afterward� •. ' 

From The Sambalodaya Tantra 

Birth becomes possible when a father and a mother unite, following
the path of enjoyme nt •. 

The genital organ of the mother is jo ined at the center by tKo arterj_0:,, 
one secreting semen and the otrer blood, conti.ng from the right and the lef: 
sides respectively. 

At the_ center the fatoor Is semen Joins the mother's blood, forming ·tl:Breby a compound, which i'n the form of a drop passes into the womb of
the mother. 

The compaund becomes a pudding-like mass of semen and blooo after 
the first month, a thin sul-stance after thE secon:i, a mass of ;u.esh aft.:r 

·' tr,e third and a solid. substance after the· fourth. 

With the w;i.nc'. passing through it the solid mas s then takes too form 
·of.a fish in. the fifth month developirg hands, feet, head and· body in 
small proporti�fl apd also all t.ha f::..ve senses of eyes, ears, nose, tongue 
and mind. · · · 

(Bones and livers are formed in the sixth month). 

Hairs and nails develop in the seventh month. 

.. In the eighth, all the senses are developed and in the tenth everythin:; 
is complete ancf birth takes place.· 

-:,Badri Ratna and Ratna Kaji Bajracharya, N3pali Jan Jivan Kriya Paddhati 
(Rituals in Nepali Life), Kathmandu: The authors, 1963,. 38 PP (Newari). 
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Removal Of The Umbilical Cord . 

rrom The Manjushri.Parajika 

For the benefit o:f the new:..born baby riine varieties of seeds (includiP.f 
a.:i."' ecn-nuts) are· presented and then the umbilical cord shall be cut •ff 
against a fruit, with prayer that :the child may grow wis e. 

-.. . 
.. , .- . �: ; 

On this occasion, the baby shall be· bathed;· auspicious music played,.
religious gifts distributed; and ceJabrations held. The fand.ly shall then 
observe impurity caused by the birth of th e ·child •. ·· 

· ·Purificatory Rites 

From The Ma.njushri Parajika 

Purificatory rites shall 'be performed in the traditional manner. The 
child shall be consecrated with a water jar and blessed. 

Ghee and honey shall-be kept on a ie;ar ·or a pipal (Ficus reEriosa)
t:I'ee, and ·worship ::hall then be offered '.according to rules. Thereafter the 
child shall be made to taste the ghee and honey. 

Six pathis of Shali paddy shall be heaped at a place. (A circular 
fjgure of :Manjushri, drawn on a piece of slite, shall be placed on the top c 
t,he r:aap). Sixty lighted wicts shall be placed all around it, and worship 
f'hall be offered with a}:Ltho three different thoughts of abs:�::-:wt tredit:1t: 

Then· the ooroscope shall be drawn up according to the principles 
explained in the Graha Sadhana. The planets shall be worshiped, The night
shall be passed in a vigil a11d the Gra�a ¥atrika recited. 

The Naming CC'rer1ony 

;Fran. The l1anjushri Parajika 

'l'he naming ceremony· of the· child shall be per.fanned accordi.� to the:
prescribed letter of the alphabet,·on the tenth,· tweJ..fth or ._twentieth d3:, 
of its birth. 

Ceremony Of Exposure To The Sun 

The child shall be exposed to the Sun either after the first or tr, 
third mmth of its birth,,· This will greatl'

y 
benefit the child� 

. . . / . 
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Ceremonys. Of :  Oivi� · Fo od 

· The ceremony o"f giving the cluld .:food shall be hel:d in the· sixth month 
or a:rte r a year of its b:irth.  ·0n t his oc casion a tray with' ornaments , clothe s s. 
clay , c otton, padqy, ink, pen e tc on it shall b e  pla ced be for e the ch ild,  
so  that it may pick up anything it like s , indicating· thereby: its life in 
the futures. The re after it s hall be given fo<>_<i:� · . 

Prot e ction From The Planets 

From The Ne masutra Parajika 

(On . the occas ion of th e food g iving ceremony) . the ·cb:ild sh all be made 
to wear a necklace of mult icolore d t���<¥3 ·b_ear ing an amulet contain ing a 
coral, hingul, kut , the Sobhanjan fruit ,. ' nar dostachys Jatamans i, · a piece 
of cloth, a pie ce o f  iron, terminalia c hebula, · a pw ca of coppe r, and a 
pie ce of s ilver, symbolic of  th e . Sun, the Moon, Mars, Me rcury , Jupite r ,
Venus, Saturn, Rcl/h\r,; O Ke tu  and birth re spec tiv ely. This will greatly benesfit 
and protect the childs. . . ·7 · · 

Purification Of Throat 

The- day . following the foo d giving ceremony, a, wate r j ar shall be 
wors hipped and the throat purifi catory r itess· pe rfornP3 d by cleaning the 
childs1 s mouth with 'a stick,  then sending it to the local de ity and present ­
ing it with ausp icious artic le s . 

Shaving Of Head 
i 

' •  'From The Manjushri Paraj:illcc :: 

The ceremony of tbnsure shall be .he ld betw�� .the.  seventh and the 
twelfth ye ar of th es· c:hil-d '.s life for.mat-ion in · the, rnotq13:r 1 s wo.mbs,. ih th e  
manne r followed by Brahmins, !<:shtriya, Vais hyas and S hudras . · Ear.;..;holes 
s hall alsso be made on the o ccasion·. > 

Bratabandha Ce remony 

The Bratabandh6. ceremony shall be oo ld in the seventh or twe lfth year 
ofs'birth. -On the occas ion th e  boy 1 s �ead ' shall be shaved except on the crown,
and nails shall be cut, of£.  Ho shall th en be nade to bathe himself with 
se�arne and myrobalans worship !)ed accordi� to the prescribe d rite ss. An 
arrow, a sacred thread and thE.J branch of a birch tree , s.1all be giv en to 
him, . an d  he shall ba sent to th e  fo re st . In c ase he is to comne nce the 
life of a house holde r, he s hall b e  taken to the te mple of Ganesh ip t he 
loc ali ty and brought back home afte r giv ing h im alms at the gates. of h:i,.s 
house .  

C o.1td • • •  



: . .  · � , '  

· ::: · · . sacrificial rlt es . · · ' : : · · 

• .Rites:· Ot Mona·sticism ,.
' ;  -'The .. boy 1s head sha.ll .. be'· completely'· :shaved' .and his• nail s':cut of f ,  He.

- ��ll wear yellow rob e� -and ·'\lllde rgo. training ·:m. ,.tt,� Five and T en Princ iple::. , 
• . .  • 

·· · 1 
· ,. . . ·: ·. .. . : .. •· ./ - �. ··. : . :· · ; : _.- .  - - - : .  ·. :·_.·:.:'. ·:� . .  <. ��-

He shall be  sent to .:th e Sangha, given a bowl; Kundha r Shilalaku, 
instruc ted in the'. Shat Paramita . and the ·chatur 'Bra hma· P::cya Sa tya. 

From The M:lnjus hri Parajika 

He sha ll  then be given education in var'ious branc h es of: learning ·· 
including Bodhi Chitta Jnyan, wher eupon he shall be known a s· a �hu • 
. He sha ll, however, be known as Shramaner if he is . giv en edUcation only
in half o f the ab011 e,' Cha,irak, if educafa d . .  only in ·a quarter . ·  Among
these t hree categoria s tb3 · ·hig hest is the Bhikshu �  They c annot perfo rm 

· an:l'. 
· · · ··· · 

, . . · , , . .  
.,_ ,_ . 

: Rites · ot ·  Initiation ·rnt o Pri esthood 
(Bajracharya ) 

From The Kriya S angraha · 

A Bhik shu, who is , born ·in . the · Shakya family and enters the monasti�
order, shall be addressed as Banda. The Bhikshu who , afterwar,1 s ,  holds a h� t f  
and an obj ec t repre sent� a thunder-bolt shall be calle d a Ba.j rachar7:a . 

From The Manjushri Parajika 
i

A Bhikshu who doserves  - tc attain Nirvan (i .e .  final liberation ) and 1'"0 

sheds his desire s shall be inv ested with a bel 1 and ar;i obj e¢t rep re sent i.n · 
a thunderbolt. He shall then be authorised to perform sacrificial rites . ' � 
Bhiks hu who is invested with the'se two ob jects shall be conferred the tit1 e,
of Bajra.charya · am then perm�tted t o  peruse and re'cite the · 11ahayan Sutra . 

Ma.niage 

From The Kriya Sangraha 

· On . an auspicious day · and moment a girl who is blessed wit h good quali'­
ti es shall'. be brought. (Sacrificial :r ites an d  wedding shall bi! per formed 

:according · to traditional rite s ) . · 

He r body s hall be purifie d .  A piec e of iron and . 'a lighted wi,ck in 
a pathi shall in turn be r o t ate d in th e  air before her face . She shall 

· then be made to homage to t h e  gods � After that �he shall . be giv en clothe s·· · ·· . . ;ai'ld ornaments to wear • .  ·. · 

Contd • • •  
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She s hall hold a box, containjng yellow pl)w:der , vermilion and a piece 
of gold and of fer them to g<:1� and elders . 

Thereafte r she shall have re d  powder put on the par ting of th e  h air 
over her head with a me tal stick  whic h subsequent ly  m all be ">laced on 
her hair.  

. . : Handing The Br ide To The Groom 

Fr om The Panigrahan Bidhan_ 

Ginger , salt, raw-sugar , chutro, madan-pushpa, fish, the Sobhanjan
fruit , frog, betel, nuts, fried rice and w hole rice grains packed i n a
le af a nd  S U5pending it . by a special thread 101 times longer than lie r heiC!h��­
sm ll be put round her neck, ( She shall then be gi ven a marriage vessel ; ·. 

A Swastik mark shall be drawn on ta r  palm . A pie ce. of t hread, frie d 
rice and rice grains sha ll be placed on it in a leaf •' . She shall then clo se 
her fist .  Then wit h a solenn vow (Sankalpa), her ha nd shall be given to 
t he boy .  

Niles habhu Rites 

'!he syst em of perfonn ing Niks habhu r ites on the day following rnarrj_a�e 
is prev alent only amo ng s o m e pe r so ns . (A special featur e of th is rit e is 
J.:. hat the b ride and her mother -in-law for the first time in trair life sha�E.' 
the kit chen. They exchange food betwee n them.selves from the:ir plates 
Na:p3.l Pre'ss Dige st  ( Pv t )  Ltd) . 

Hai;:- Braiding Ceremony 

It is a rite pe rforme d on the th ird day of the maIT iaf e '. The boy �en 
bra ids the hair of the bride . This syste� is al so not observ ed by all . 

(Rites To Be Per forrred By Girls ) 

Confinemen t  During Menstruation 

' On ·  the d�y when the g irl is ·!:,o l:e confi� d, she s}:lall w:>rship a wa:Llr:-• 
jar ,, She shall then be p laced in a room arranged for the purpose . The Sun'' .:,
reys shall not be allowed to enter the room. She shall also not be allowed 
to see any man. Afte r th:! expiry of twelv e days sh e  sha ll take a bath and tt: • ,  •
rave a look of th e  Sun. She shall then worship t he Sun ,  vis it a loc'al temp, ,
?,nd Ganesh • . Auspicious articie s  shall be offere d to 1-.er . 

Contd� • •  
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�/!be 'Seventy-Seventh · Year· � · , :  . .:
: .� . ·  . 

, From The Nem-sut ra Parajika 

· · . The seventh day in the seventh month or•the 7 7th year of a per'son ' s  
life s mll be c ele brated by his o r  her childre n. 

Verses from the Graha:inatrika'· shall h;3 re c;t�d. A c ir c le of -the planets :  
a s  described in t'he Gre.hasadhana. shall be drawn a nd worshipped . The head 
shall be shaved and nails cut off . Everybcxiy · .�ha 11 then ha\'.e a pu.rificatcr:·:: 
bath • 

Rites on t he  oc casio:h shall be: • performed by a pe rson: who ha s  witnesse tl. · 
9$0 moons . A c hariot shall· be ne.de for the purpose af-w r the traditional 
custom of th e family, equipped wit h hor ses·, et c '. Thi s care roony is known aE, 
Bhimara t h  Kriya .  . 

'The Eighty Eighth Year 

From The Nema.autra 

On th'e 8th day in the 9th month of the 88th year of a man'' s lif e, at
the tine when the lOOoth moon is seen, one m:>re suc h c elebrat ion calle d 
Debarath shall b e  he ld .  .. . . 

This c ela brat ion may also 'be held after the 80th year cf a man ' s  
life .· On th is occasion a circ la symboli zing G� ddess Ba.sun dhara shall be 
drawn, surrounded by eight Yakshinis. Wor ship shall be offered and a 
prayer shall b'e ·made fo r  th e  eight bles sing s (Ashta Siddhi ) .  

The Ninetieth Year 

After· the completion of · the nint h day in  the ni nth month of th e nL;..: · _
tieth year of a man'' s  life , a celebrat ion c alled Maha.rath shall be heli2. 
on the day when 12 00th moon is seen. 

As on the occasion of the first cele brati�n known a s Bhimarath, tr e 
Haha re.tha shall be perfortne d by mald.ng a sac rificial plat form, an d  drawin :  
a c :i.r  c le of v ictory and a coronet . 

Fruits Of Act1.o ns 

Birth, disease, arxi ·ol·d age ar e  t he fruits of acti ons done in the 
prev ious life. '· T�y are natura l  to a � r 'son after his c'<X11ing .into bei l'€ 
in his mother r s womb . Maj or diseases , suc h a s t hose origina.t:irg from � ir --:
v ile and phlegm, ani typhoi d are also th e  fruit's of actions done in th e  
prev-ious life. 

Contd • . •  
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A good phys ician treats a patie nt by examining his tongue an d pulse .  

He should similar ly ·worship anrl appea se terrible spiri ts, gho sts , f?:Ods ,
and seerpentes on su�pic :i.on that the disease might hav e be en caused by them.  

. . � ·, . . . . . ( . ' . _ _  
) 

Skillful person�. ¥'a :·al.eso {hen asked to use their magic al power s .  
Horoscopes are also consulte d  t o s ee if it was due to the influence of.· v.ny planete,_ · _ . 

The�eaftar · ne·c·essary -�ite � are :r:;e rfor med as adv ise d  by those who ha ve 
consul ta d the horos cope . In thi s way e verything pos s ible is dore for the  
goo d of  the patient , 

The n the f amily. deity is wo rshippe d , Off eril'ls s are pre sent ed and 
blessings are invoked .  But a deadly di sea se, om e it a:ttacks ·a person , 
is not cur ed in spite of all poss ible e fforts .  

(Fina_lly ) when the life-breo.tn is about to fP o-q.t o f  the nine gate s ,  
( ea.rs , et c )  and subs eqµently breat hing bec ome s  heav_y , a sov ereign d rug
( in pills ) is administer ed an:i a gift known as Baitarani is giveen to a priea t .  

A cow also is g ifte d  accordi:r.g to religious rite s e. kn offering of 
wate r is made at the fe3 t of the patient and then incanta tions re lating to 
t he family de ity ar e  .-:recited in his pre s'3nc e .  

By this time nothing is left in his body except the breath of life 
which too finally de serts 'it and goe s to the abode of Yama, th e god of rea.th . 

Sub sequently the soul is take n to see the .fi el d  of action prepared 
by his own 
or bade. 

doingse. He will get the fruiets of h:15 ac tionse, wheethar good 

Utkre.nti Rit es 
. .(Passage of �tie .so�e. out of' the body)  

Utkranti rite s. shal l  te perforrood · after t he  death of a per son and n�.-t 
b efore . If thes e  rites a.re pe rformed _befo re th � _ death take s place the p<:r;:; ,.'r.,. 
( in  whos e name they ar e  p?r fortne d -- .Nepal Pre ss Dig e st (Pvt ) Ltd) shal l 
go to hell. 

Unde r  th e se circumstaro es , Utk:rsnti rite s  shall ta par.eforned only 
after havir:g proper knowle dge of th e facts . 

Cont d,  • •  
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• 'Fun:!ral Rites 

. .When a. person breatrie's his l..s.st,' a pie�e of iro'n or  a knife should be 
placed over his body, and light s should � e kept 1--urning towards his head 
and fee t ,  . ,and if possible , ·a11 ar rund ,tlle · body .  Because of t he 

·influen ce of  th e iron or knife, the brea.th of life , which ha s  gone cut , C £\.' · ­

no t re-ente r t he body, If no t, it nay retur n and enter it , 1-1ith th e re cu l· :.
t�t it will not have an acce::is to my good s tat e  (i . e . it wil.1 be conde .im: r:. 
to . t he perpetual ·state of agati) . This is why � _pi ece o.f iron should be 

· ·placed· over the dead body. 

Cast ing of Clo thes At Chhwasa 
' . · . .

Clothes , taken out ()t° 'the
-
· d�ad body or _hia old c'lothes . and seat ( 0 1� wat,\1 • 

and t he girdle wor n round his waist shal 1 be thrown away at t he Chhwasa) ·::.he 
place 'Where his unililical c ard had been th rCMn away ?'t birth . This is to  ·., e 
done so because it may othe rwise'. ).ea.cl to the infe c ti. on of the disease of 
the dead per·sop,· 

Srooking The Eave� 

Cowdung cakes shall be burnt in a clay-pot beside the mam gate und:ir 
the eaves , so as t o  emit saoke thereto . Disch3.rging of snoke in this way
into the whole hous e will destroy t !:e ge rms of the disease which had c lair:it · · 
· the life of th e  deceased  per son. 

Covering The Deady Body With White Cloth, e tc 

With cowdung make a drawing ( on the · grou�d -- N P P (Pv t) Ltd :  of a 
Swastik, symboliz in6 "may it be well with him " and over it place tre  dead 
body, covere d all ov er w ith a "Whi,te cloth. Bringing it out t he re from ,  plac e: 
it on a Kuta, (a  stairc'ase-like chariot ) decorated wit h astamangal (a colJ.e c · 
tion of eight auspicious article s ) ,  K�.1�kini j al ( a wreath of pieces of frui : 

. Fayagan (a number of t inkling bells 01' pa.per ) ,  a wrea th of flowers, fla@'S':
etc and th en scatter fried �ddy, vermi lio n, flAWers , . etc all over the �\l� _'

Casting Of A Bamboo-Pot .. ft Cross Roads 

When the dea d  bo ey  is taken out ,' . the house shall be swept all over 
. (with a bro om-stick ) , The dust thus g athered shal l.. b e  ke pt in a po t  wh�:..c h 
subsequ ently mall be thrQ-Tn. a.way'- at t,he Chhwasa a.long wit h that broom­
stick . The pot,  the du st and the broomstick are t hus to be t hrC111n away · 
be cau se  it will prev ent the inmate s of th a house fro m getting infected 
with .the disease of  the de ceased per son'. 
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235 , 

Funeral Proce ss ion 

From The M:l.njushri Paraj ika 

The dea d  bcxiy s111 11 then be taken to t oo  cre matorium, le d by a ,pe r so;-1 
s Je ep 'ing tte pa.th with a broom, anoth er ·ar,rinkling wate r ,  the thi rd b urni:P 
ir1.ce nse , tte fourth scattering paddy gra ins, the priests re citing the ,, e�s � �,
of· Dharani, praying for the prote ction 0 f  th3 dea� nan 1 s soul from ev ils , 
and a bat c h  of instrument player s ,  playi..'l"lg the fum ral t unes , e tc .  
(On the funeral ground ,  a pyre shall be T!Qde of fus lwood, ov er whic h the 
dead body shall re placedo. '!' hen t he re lative s an1 I!lember s of the family 
shal l offer holy water to it)o. 

Rites To Be Per forme d  On The Fumr al Gr oorrl 

From The Buddhokta Sansaramaya 

In front of· the de ad body, three ric eball s  shall be off ere d-one to 
crows , another to spirits and t he thir d to dogso. 

The ba lls shall be offere d by th e  son or in his absencoe by t.l--te · wife 
or in he r  absence by th e brother o r  in hi s absence by some other re la tiveo. 

(By virtu e of o ffering a rice ball to crow s ,  t he  dead per so n  shall 
not be  reboorn as a bird).o. 

By v irtue of off ering a ricoe -ball to dog s , re sha 11 not be reborn 
as an animal.  

And by virtu e of o ffering a rice ball to spirit s , re shall not attoain 
·the state of a spirit or a lower anima'.!.o. 

By virtue o f  off ering a rice ba ll to c rows all efforts will be ac com-
plis hed , while by that to dog s the F0,th ':)f re ligion will be s e en .  _ 

And by virt ue of offering a r ice -ball to spirits , o· freeodom fDm lea diL' 
a sp:iritso1 lif e will be achieve d� 

Fire t hen - shal l  be conse crate d at_ the mouth of theo. dead body. (Conse ­
cra tion is thus to be made at the crematorium te cause a sacr�icial ha ll 
in/ front of e. divine mother ' s (matrika ) place or on the bank of a riv er 
alwayso· remains constant ) .  

Cont d• • • 
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' . 1 .�  : 

· , ,:Washing Away Of Ash'.Eis 

From The . Manjus hri · Pare.jika 
. ... . • '  :; . . .  .. On th�' third day the bone s of  the de ad body sml l be wa.sro d and ·wo rsr �.) (;'· 

The ashes a t .the crematorium sha.J.l'
° 

al so he wor shippe d an'l heaped t o. fo rm �: 
monume'nt and again worshipped. 'Ib.erearter a 11 the' as h0s shall b e  t hroun · 
into a river .  1he ashes may be thus thrown on· the fifth, sixth or seventh' ·. _'. 

Quit tanc e  Rite's 

Fr om The Yanj us hri 

On the third d ey- a circle., repre ronting Durgati , i , e . bad state', s !1e.J ... 
be drawn and wor s hipped . The - ' po t  contain� tte a she s . sha ll a;J.. so be wor ­
shipped. T he  Aparimita verses s re  1 1  be re cite d. O n  the fifth, sixth or
seventh day 1:.he ashe's shall be placed insi de a bras s Chaitya and the'n 
cons ecrate d with sh ort rite s .  The ash e s  (left after this' shs.11 then be . 

· sent to f iv e r iv ers to be thrown away ) . 

Rit es On The Seventh' Day_ 
On t he seventh day, coo�d rice s hall be "ffered at the main gate 

of th'e house. 

Hanging Rice O n  The Eaves 

Again, on the same day, some ri ce s hall be hung on the eaves, along 
wit h a burning :wick late at nig'�t when no human �ing uill walk out .  

· - · - ..

Purificat o ry  Rit e s 

Allthe re lati ves of the saroo clan shall· go to the r iVeJi sid e, stav e 
the ir heads , cut off the :ir nails, take a bath,  put on  new clot hes , t ake 
pc=•nchga·vya , (the fiv e -produc�s of the cow ,  i . e , milk, curd , clarifi ed 

- �b�tter , u,rine and. cowdung ) �d thus g et purified. . . .. . . . ,  . · .  . ··· . . .' 
. 

They shall purify their body by bathing in ttie'· river wit h a. litt le 
flour , some pieces of dry myrobalan s, se samum, a ).it tle rice powder :, oil 
and oil-cake'. 
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fuµse . :furification 

The prie sts ( Acra.ryas ) ,  on th e se venth day, and other s ori  th e twelft ·, ,eha ll tak e nut,  b etel-le aves , and tooth-sticks an d throw them awaye, a nd 
t!-len per fo rm sacrif icial ri te s . This -wi ll purify the hous e ;· : 

Da.se-Pinda Rite s 

(Offering Of Ten Ric e Balls ) 

From The Nem Sutra 

Beginning from th e day of  the doath to the s.e v enth or the tenth day ,  
off,e_rings of, ric e ball s calle d Das Pinda shall be. tra de .  

From The Buddhokta Sa.nsaramaya 

Off ering of ric e balls in ter. consecutiv e days helps t he fonna tion 
of head,  eye s , nos e ,  ears , heart, hands , bowels , se nse s ,  legs , hair s and 
nails , and bocly (of t' l1e dead per s on ) . 

'· · · · ·  

Ekadas Pini a Rite s 

(Offering Of EJ.e v ent h Rice Ball ) 

On the ele v enth d� , the e leventh ri c e  ba ll s ha ll be of'f r;;re d .  

The offering of this ele.ven th rice ball, on the e le venth day, will 
hel:,o the dead person to tak e his rebirthe. ( in any one of the f oo.r forms 
of existence) . 

Pro cedure O f  Offering Pirrla s  

Jigain ,  attar a period of one and a hal f months or  after three months 
ri ce balls shall b e  offered in the rame of the dead p er ero n .  

Again after the end o f  th e  year rice balls s ha ll s imilarl� b e  offere d 
in 11:Ls na. me • . 

Lin Pinda 

• When offering rice balls ,  one e a c h  shall als o. be off ered to the fat he r, 
tbe grand-father and the great-grand-fathe r if t he dead person is .a  male or 
to th e rrothe r ,  the grand-mother and the great -gra nd-mother if' it· is  a femal 6 . 
When o ffering the se , to thes e three generations one_ should pray for the help
of Budd ha , Iharma am Sangha.  

Conte. • •  • 
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. ' ' . � �ase· a aon ·c,,�e h�_ :iat.tier is ii��, --:� : -�ch ottering shall. . .-�.!; JD�-<- . !  , ; �, . . . : :  • : >>-,:_�: (:-; ;: : -; � .. � ··::- . . ·.· . , · - :.:.· ·�)-:;.; -�;-�• . .F· ·. : · . - · . . . 
·r. - . Lin Pima, Samail Pima;' 'Nimitta Pin<u(;sha-il,' ·b-e · ottered at· �he house ,  

or a hill top er· ri var !bank'' or any othe'r hoq place· .  The objects .to .be 
ottered on such occa$ions �hall be J)Ufe and edible and not impure and ir: 

· · ··_ · , ,  · . i ·edible .  . , ,..; .. •. . . .
.. . .  ·.· . .  •. . .  

Priest 

From The Manjus bri Fa.rajika 
' ·Help for per;to �i·the �sd&L �e_ret!K)n, � oµld:ibe sougbt. from a .

per sen who is wrell disciplined, ·pure 'at heart,r· re strained in his desire s 
and speech, content, well-v_ersed :l.n perrformance of all rites,  patient and 
pure. The Shraddba ceremony · ca1.E ed to be µirformed by suc h a priest will 
�ear eternal. fruit aoi please ar.d satisfy the manes . · . . . . . : ' 

. .  
., 

Help. r-cr perfo�� the Shra ddha ceremony should not be s,ught from 
a per son tho is wicked, talkati'V e , - impure, "luarrelsorne , ciisconte nt a..,d 
who can eat too Ullch. If' such a µtrsori is engaged to pe rform the Sh:rt�ddh,!! 
ceremol\Y, the nanes will g o  back disappointe d and the donor will fall inro 
he ll. 

Shraddha 

•· A rice ball offered on the Fu�l M::>on day of the month of Ka:rtik is 
called dhanna pinda, a ballr· of ·religion . As such all the four classe s o fr_
fruits, religious , i'imncial, sensual and emancipatory, will acrcrue O !°! t.r, � 
dead person. · .  · 

· . The Sbraddha �-� ' ��d be ·-par:f'ormad on the . Full Moon da.Ys of 
K,ar'tik and &gh, or on th e thirteenth . day o� '!,he Dark Iial:f o:r Shravanror , .on th.e third dq of Ba�hakh, The daad pa-son will be benefit:ted consider3

.,. 
w 

; ' 
' . . . . ·  . . : ;. =. .  :··. 
.. . .-. .:  I 

. Performance at Sbraddh� ceremony on a wro� day w.Lll foil it s
which comeqmntq will pr�e de1a,'imenta l to the gr<:Mth of the family , 

· pu:-pos . :  

/ - .  • •  '?.lie Shraddha cere1DOJJY spall not ba., performe d durii:g the mourningr· 
pe1.•iocl :·ar: -tou:hod by a woma� .. ?lring �,- ,  meil:S"truation. ·1t wiil., 'otteruie;.• , · 
r�l -thlf. purpoe e · or the -ceremony. · 

· · • . ·· : :. :: . .�� T�-���hri -�£�· ...•. 

· •: ,J -1'be Shraddba cere'11t>l\Y should be p Erformed after noon an:i be fore 

Contd • • r• 
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should not be offered,e· 

' 239. 

. · · ·· · . Wberi �rforming--the Shra,ddha Q8I'91DQIV' �himcero 1 s meat ·should beh
placed . ins ide ' the :dee ball • .  If it is a,� �-so �· (ow�� to te influence oi' 
that ·meat)., - the reward of per.fbrming the. ce.re mny will go to the manes ev:-

. after thee· expiry of· a Kalpa (a period of 432 million years ) ,  �nd they w-'. J  1. 
al ways be happy .  . • · · 

. I • . •

The ricee-balls to be ott ered to the manes should :te 1IBde of grains n-f 
good qmlity;. rice ,  beaten rice , . rice-powder, mi-lay powder, etc am r.ot 
of thi�s prohibited by the P3ople (maize powder,  ·m�llat powder, etc ) ,  ?.•Yt · ·"enall be mixe d with ghee ,  honey, milke· aid curd.e· 

Tresa-· balls should then bo offeered 1n· the name or th e deceased perso, � , 
3.long with flowers, incense ,  wicks ,  and eatable s. 

Froin The .M!n;Jusbri �aJi;k& 

While performing the Shraddha cei-eroony, tta person wing so s ooul.i 
t-:i::e his seat on a seat ofKusha grass and �tt�r the ri ce-balls, keep� .. r.r.· 
th em on an arghapatra: · <a pot used s� cial';.y for making of!ering�)e. Th� 
·)3.us soould, first o:t ·all, be offered to the anceestors a.."ld ls.st tc t.hH 
deceased pers?n• . · 

.Then a Bikal Pinda (a ,spar e r.i.c €-ball ). should bi offered. 0.t!P.r:ln1 
of such a Pirxla is assenttal on th3 occasion of evflr'Y ld.rri of &lraddh.::.. 
coreeroony. Perfoernance ot millions of Shractlha. ceremo:lie s will be o.f 1 ;0
avail if a Bikal. Pin<a is not ofi'e:-:-ed on the occasion. 

Prom The Pinda Bidhan 
. •may my- otter� ct' ,;Wate; obte.ineci from the ground satisfy tny brot:- r.-:;.·e· 

;md sisters who ware born in my tamily· and who died issueless or vr'l1o we,:-, 
deliv ere d  pr•turely or who have fallen into the . state ot sp:trit , 1e·. , b 
cl.Jfcnne d _bodies or ap� e.rances . Let me offe i:- the rice-balls to th•:- d�� i; t ·i 1..-

iri the name of all .thos e l-;ho, having talleri on the wrong pa th, have been  
depr-:i.v_e:ie. � their perf�ct state . 11 

The rica�1:a11s··should not .be :�ftered in an iron, , clay or .wooden ··;ote. · 
In c ase it ;s ·  done so, toe .manes. will go _lack dlsappointed� · · .  

On the oooasion ot the Ashtami celebrations, ottering of different; 
kinds of f'l.Qwers pt._ses gods , wiii!e on the occasion o:t: Shra;'1ha. cer1"?m0r.;:r
ottering of .ied am tragrant flowers displeases �.:.he :ienes. So � h  !1 e,1;- :�r- :. · · .

F'l:'Cllle. The Pinda Bidhan . 

The mnes will. be pleased if' they are _off'eivd r1�1orse. suche.;}!; lc �U; '  
Tagar, 8l'ld Bbringaraje. . 

, Cont.d • • • e. 
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.. .  . .  ..... . .  
;�\J."':l' Tile' Manjushri, Parajika·:  · 

: =-''-.: -. On .. .  the -c�riclusi�� - qi,. '�4r$ffi-adiibi 'ce�ino�,::t�· ;v·e��;l ��;A injn,£ 
t,hs rice-balls should b8 _ ·pla�d _just ·ot"!tside· ·the .main gate., e.nd- �r,.nL·,7.:i _.with a .cu:-rent of liater three' tlll!Ci s from t-he �-- igbt . �ide �:ori 1:,brt=:•·· h� , ;c · 
··'frcm _ij'i-e: le rt .  The prie'st.� .ih citg the we :rt , JhouJ.d th e n  recito L -=  r 1 : -·· -·ver·�es -�egaro.ing the _.co#.,� �n of .th .. � cer3mony :: (a� ' t'ol l,JUS ) . 

. �m '!'he Manjushri P�'ljika-_'
. : ,  . ,  , HBe gone to your' respe 'l�Ve pl.a�S a� Y0U; hav� _co ,e '. oarore , .  nv .: �•� .ble_ssi�s for' achiev� e�ft,hi�. 1 · · _ . 
· Right Place For Leaving Riue-l;)alis. , ·_ 

I 

, The rice-balls should then be thraili' .awa.y, - � -a-epirit ' s N sor't r .i. · ,  , , .  
· -or a tenk. Ttsreatter tp.e _re'latives shoulti ·.be offe:re_d . ::i  feast. 
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·�villag; Pare hayat&· niri.ng. Ther· Rana - · Period 
.
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t Act. 191+9r. •, · · The Village Panchaya ,
(Oont�d) . 

Chapter IV 
Movable And Inmovable Assets An::l Fund Of. Vill.6.ge P8.nc!lP..yn't 

I . 
· ,�. The Village Panchayat may ·a:'cquir�r. land "with the consent of the ™�-.. 

:het- aof' , on  payment of the values _.at locally current rates , i:i cas� -t '..r. 
larn:f is ne ededr. for any, o f  the purposes mefltiod:H� .rin this Act � In c...sa .the lardowner ' rei\\aera to give tis land,r. the Village Panctnyat w�.y s un: · i '. 

an applicat ion tor acquis ition t,hereot to the cht1::fr. ofr· tha apworiri: ,t f !  

!)istrict Ad:ninistration Office , who shall st� the ffrievan:;es vf• thu 
tt .. l;mdow:nar , the cllJ'}:'8nt value ci.rr· tll e ·land, and ttie opinion of ti\P. Vilb.r· : 

Assembly and then 118k� a decision. In case any party is �s satistla d wL';
such a decision·, an 8PP3 al ttsreaga inst tr.a:, be .fi le d  in acccr d,ance 1,iti� 
t,ho law and re gulationsr. 

· I  

?.7 . 'I'he Village Assembly shall re.ve full omership right s  over ruiy 1.?m o-:­
ther:ir pr ope rty regis tered in it:; name , a?xi the inco100 accruiJ� tr..ere .:."'rc>•· 
shall be credited to the tum: of th e  Villt€re Asseni:>4'. 

/ 

23 � In case there aria,es a difl)ute as to whether th� Villap Assembly po"' r ,  · .  
owner ship rights over any land or other property as ment ioned 5.n .5act:. .. 
the marest court shall dispos e :j.t or. · 

.
29 . fu ' case it be c�s necessary fci; the Vil� e Panc �ynt to ,-.bta in � -:·r: · · 

for any purpose , it shalrl ootify too app:opriate Cen;;ral Atmini.str-9 v: · .  · 
Off' ice according� and act as directed. : · 

�o. (1 )  The , Village Assembly may, it it so deo!JIO appropric.r� after \.n.:· J . r ,  
mto 1\1 11  oonsideratio,1 the situat!on i.n its a.:-eA. as �-:-all 2.,'3 t, l !  
uutie s to be parfor112 d by it ,  a·t1d  holding d!. scussions subject ·, c 
rules pre scribed by fae govarnment, impose the :'o:!.lowir.q; t.� :{t:::i .i. , :
-areas within its jv.risdiction, · ;md eo lle ct su:: h ta.xaa Oi'lly e.;i1'. _. ,-
' has notified t, he Cem; re. l Administra +J.ve- Office of such deci.:Jl .... : ,_. · · · · 
obtained ·1ts approvral tticreto , 

.• . . . . .
; ' j�� ' 

(a) Tax on ·land at raus s not exceed1'� � .  o1•· the land. ta.� 1�·1 :•r: ;,j_ 
1 _  the· Ce� r,al Oavermnent� ·· 

(b } Ta,c· ·on arr:, tmde or occ upation. 

Contd. 
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Note :- T:mnsactions in agricultur.a Lpro dic e grown on one 's own 
land an:l in prope rty shall not be ex>nsideie d to be of a 
commer cial nature . 

(c ) Tax on the homestea ds of p:,rsons who are not require d  to pay the 
ta.:xss ment.iore d in (a ) and (b ) , , at  rate s not exceeding tho se 
me ntioned the rein. 

(2 ) Since revenue from the ab ov e-ment iore d  sources must be utilize d  at 
the discretion of the Village Panchayat for the welfare of the people 
liv ing with in the Village Assembly area , and s ince the goveer nme nt 
provide s financial grant s in ad:iition, tte Village Panchayat shall 
submit to the appropriate offic e a stateenant iniicatir.g th e kind 
of taxes propos ed to be impose d, the rate s �.-t which the s e  are to be 
collected and the t otal pro ceeds th ere of .  

I 

31.  'Ihe 7illage Panc'l"Byat shall ne.ke nece s sary an-angeme nts for colleecting
the taxe s it is entitled to collect and prote cting the pro ceeds thereof , 
as well as f�r rra inta. ining acc urat e a cc ount s  in re�e ct there to . 

32�  (a) '!he axt:ans e s  of the Panc hayat Court sh all be borne from the Village 
Asseroly Fund , 

(b ) The fines or fees accruing from court pro cee ding s  sha ll be credited 
to thee· fund of the Village Assembly in lbo s e  area the case is  filed . 
If the case has been file d wi th in  thee are a under the jurisdiction of 
a joint committee ,  suc h  pro ceeds shall be .  divide d on, an e qual b as is 
among the appt-opriate Villag e Panchayats . 

3 3 .  The accounts o f  the Villag e As s embly shall be inspe c te d annually by the _D1 1t rict Pane mya t .  

Chapte r V 
Supervision Over Panc hayat s 

34. (a ) The District Panchayat sha.ll exercis e  supe rvision ov er Villag e Pancha�� � '  
while superv ision ov er District Panchayat s  sha :1 be e xerciseed by th e  
Cent:rs l Administrativ e Office . 

(b ) The District Pancrayat shall stp:e rvise the work of Vil.u:€ 0  Panchayats 
in the rranner mdi cata d below . e· In case the Disterict Panchayat doe s not 
appear to be perf'oming this fumtion , th e  Cent ral Administraetive 
Office shall issue a notice dire cting it to do soe. In case the District. 
Panc ra yat is miable for any reas on to exercise suc h supervision in 
ac cor dance with such dire ctiv e ,  th e Centra l  Administ �tiv e Off ic e 
itself' shall conduc t  sich supervision .  

Contd • • •  
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· (l ) Inspect the tooVabl e and izrrnovable assets tnd accounts and othe r  
docume nts o f  Village Panchayats . 

· ·(2 ) 'I'end�r opini:6ns with regard to mee tings· or' agenda of Pane hayats · apd mak� . them act ac ci:,rd ingly. 
� • I , •· •

(c ) In c ase any Villag e Pan ch ayat ac ts  beyond its authority or in  
contravent ion of this Act, the Cent ral Administra tiv e Offi ce may
dissolve it o r '. tanpo'rarily su�pend its power � .  

3.5 . (a ) In case any action of the Villag e Pane beya t is like ly to caus e  ha nn 
or lo ss to tpe public or to endanger the lif e  of aey pe rson or t o 
le ad to .di sturbances anywher e, the Distrd.ct or C ent ral Administrativ e 

. Office may prohibit it fro m taki1"€ such action .  

In c ase the  Distric t Administration Off ice takes action under(b ) 
Sub-5ecti,on {a ) ,  it shall explain the reasons there for and susp end
the fmcti.ons of , the Village Panc hayat and notify the appropriate 
Central Administrativ e  Off ice accordirg ly .  

36. In case •  any , o f  the functions suspended un:ler Sub-Sections {a) and (b) of 
Sect:i,o� 35 mus:t, be comple ted ur ge ntly, the offic e issui� s uch or der of
suspe nsion may dire ct the committee of tts Village Panchayat or employees
of such institutions to complete such par ticular function. The V illag e 
Pancheyat, its cornmitte�· and t h3 ir  employee s shall be under obligations
to dischar ge  such functi ons ani shall not _refuse to do so. 

Chapte r VI 
Penaltie s And Rul es 

· · .37 � In c ase aey per so n performs any action in cont raven tion of t'hi s Act,  he 
shall b e  awarded too pre scribe d penalty, or else ·he shall be fine'd with
an amount rang ing from Rs 0'.04 to Rs 10 .00. In case lie cormnits the same 
offense again, he shall be fined wit h Rs 1 , 00 on each count in addit ion. 

3 8. In c ase i t  is require d  to prevent any o ffen se oth er than .thos e mentioned
in this Act .from being co mmitted by any pe r son, punishment shall be · 
awar ded in ac corElance wit h Su cti.on 37 aft er• fram ing rules in re spe ct the; retc 

39.  (a ) I n  case any pe rson damages any goods ,  irr igatio n channe ls, f ences ,
l amp  ... posts or any other minor pr operty in the custody of the Village
Panchay'at, or causes this · to be done , he shall be punishe d wi th a
fine no t  excee ding Rs 10 . 00 

(b ) L oss or damage cause d in the nn rmer mentio ne d  in Sub-Sectio n (a ) sha ll 
b e  rec ov ered from the per oo� re s ;xmsible therefor or he shall l:e dire cte c  
to restore th e damaged property t o  its orig'inal coniit'ion. 
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.40. In case any person ,d.Q� s- ·�t \r, any work whic lt 11e has tee n  dire cte d to do 
by th e  Panchayat · by  mean s Qf a written order �cco:ztciing . to Panc hayat rule s 

· -or in case he doe s aey work which he has l:ee ri prohibite d  to doe, the 
. Pamha.yat it.s elf may unCJ3 rtake suc h wo.rk and realise,e. the expms e s  involv ed 

therein from t he defau1te r _and, in addition, punish him wit h firs s under 
., · -Se cti on 37 . 

41 . The written docume�t.s issuad· t,y the Village Pancha_ya;t �� the Panc hayat 
·Court shall note be re turne d under any pre text .  · · 

42.  (a)  In case .any .pers on fee ls aggrieved ov er any a ction perform d or.
o zdered by th e Village Panc haya. t, he may fi le  complaints n.t the 
Dis tric t  Panc hayat ' with in.  30 d8iYS •  The D�t ri ct Pcmc hayat may c ommute , 
e nhan ce or remit tl:1e · panalt ia  s awar ded by the Village Panchaya-c.e. 

{b ) The Central Administ rativee Office may, if it so deems pr oper , extend 
the time-.limit for fil�� · complaint s pres cribe d in Sub-Secti on (a )
by a ne.ximwn of 15 days·. 

(c ) In case t he complaeint is not s at isfi.e d with the de cis ion nade on the 
complaint me ntioneed in Sub -se ction (a ) , he may fi'.u3 an appeal � o  the 
Central Admin:is trat:lv e Office . 

43 . In case . an appe al is f ile d  against �Y action orde re d  ar punis hment awa:r::edfl l;
by th e Village· .  Panc ha.yat , suc h  action or punishnent shall be s tayed untJ.l_
the appe al is disposed of •e. 

L4. (a ) The Cha inna.n or any rre mber or employe e of the Pane hayat deputed by
him �y enter into any house ·  or compound alone or in company with . c'.·other employee s fb r  purpose s of insp ec tion or any other 1-Drk authorizee
under t he  Act . 

(b ) But such 'entry shall be . made only between sunrise and sunset , 

· {c ) In case :i..t· ba come s  re ce ssary to ente r into the house of ·any ·person, 
this shaµ be done only after givieng a writ!:,en notic e .  to him in ad"V ancc. · · ' ·of at le ast 4 hcu rs . . 

(d) In case women are fourxi w he staying · in any pa.r t of the · hous e , it 
shall be e ntere� in:t,o only afte r p�v idi� them with adequate time· · 
to mov e to othe r place undere• purdah. · 

(e ) The hous e shall ·ce entered into witn out pre j'fuiic e to the cu stoms and• ·usage s  of its occupcn ts . 
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45 . (a ) Complaint s may Q3 ' fileed agains t t� Village As s embly or the Villag e 
Panchayat, or TrB mberes or e mploye es of the s e  institutions , or pe rsons 
employe d by them, in re sr:ect t o  the functions per formed ar cau sed ,to 

. be  performe d by them .  Such complaint s stell 1::a ent ertaim d only if a 
·written notic e explicity indicating the atoount of compensation soug ht 
and the mme and addre s s  (of the complainant ) is submitted to th e 
Village As senbly o r  the Village Pane ha yat or at the officee, or serv ed 
at the  residence of member s or 81lployee s of the se institut ions or 
persons employed by trsm agains t whom the · complaints ar e  to be filed ,
in advance of two mont. hs .  

(b ) Complaints ne nt.ione d in Sub-Se ction (a ) ;;ha-;J.l be file d wit hin s ix 
mont. hs from the date of the cause of action. 

!16 . In case  any police or gov ernn:e nt e mployee re ceive s informat ion to the 
effe ct t hat a;ny per son ha s acte d  or caused any action to be ta.ken in  

. contravention of this Act, he sha ll notify the conceerne d Village Panchayat
· according ly and exte rd every pos sible assistance to the members and 

employe es thereof , 

In case aey di sput e a.rise s  betwe en ( two o r rtore ) _-· : nch.-iy?,t " ,  it shnll 
be he ard and dispose d  of by the Dist rict Panc hayat . In case the 
Dist ricet Panecra.yat is not in s esesion and the disput e mus t b e dispose d  
of as e :xpe  ditious ly  as posesible , it shall be he ard are decided upon 
by the appropriat e Dis tri ct Adminis tra tion Offic e ,  and the Central 
Adminis trat ive Of:�ic e :ilall b e  not ifie d of such decis ion. In the event 
of a di spute betwe en the VilJ :..ge Panc m.yat and the Dist ric t  Panchayat 
or a Town Panc tnyat , the matt er shal 1 be referre d to th e  appropriat e 
Centra l  Administ rativ e Off ic e .  

\

(b ) In case any party is agg riev ed over the  decis ion ma.de by the appropriate
Distric t Adminis tration Office , an appeal may be filed to the Centra l  
h.dmin:._stra tiv e Off icee. 

Chapte r VII 
On Matters Relating To Framing Of Panch ayat Rules And Articles  

L�8. (1 ) In c as e  current law is v ague or inadequate in any re spec t, the 
Villagee Panchayat may, wi tho ut pre judi ca to the ob jectives of this Ac t,
frame a.rticlEJes prov;di rg for th e  folloong m tters : -

· ca ) Prohibition t o  drink water at any wa.ter... spout o r  make suc h place
filthy; a.rd i ss ua.oo e  of notic ee  asking · t he public . to  draw water 
from spe cifie d places , explaining the reasons theze fore, in the 
interests af the heel th of t he  people livir:g in th e  Panchayat are a e. 

,,-".,.., + rl 
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(b) Prohibition to 1.et o� filthy water i°n an indiscrimimt'e manmr 
and pre vention, of accumulation of such wate r. 

(c ) Prevention of damage to .nnin roads or to'· . assets belonging to. .the V:illag e Pane haya:t • · 

(d ) Prohibit ion to ·mak e t he Panc hayat area dirty and filthy . 

(a ) Prohibition to keep goods irmscrimina.tely on th e roads .r,nd 
sell them in a dirty or filthy ·cohiition. 

' 
-(f) Maint,·: r:an�e o:t ponis , lake :., ,  drains , :  ·pasture s and playgrounds , 

funeral place s, bathing-gtati:l , etc and public use the reof against
fees.  

(2 ) .Articles framed under Sub-Section ( l) shall came into �·orce only 
after tbe se have be en approv ed by the District Pancha�at . 

49. In case it - is r'3quire'd to int erpret any provision conta.im d · in this  Act
and make inquiries in respect to a ny  othe r r.atte r re lat il:g  to Panchaya.t 
affairs , th e Central Adminis trati�,e Off ice sta ll be notifie d ac cordingly 

. and action shall be taken according to its dire ctive s.  

50. In case it  bec o?IB s  neces�ary to make provision- in matters not m0ntione c 
in this Act, · or to effe ct some arr.en ¢!ment s the reto , the Cent.re l  Adrni.nistra-
ti'Oe Office shal l be notifie d  accord ir€ly. 

Mee tir:g s And dorking Pro cedure Of Village Pane myats 

.51. The Village Pancna:ya.t shall mld moo tir€s at least four tillles in a yea= .  
In c ase t he '. Chairman so': de ems· :m c o esary, or in c ase one -third of the 
mmbers of the Pancha.yat submit a written notic e to the Chairman re que st:!.r . .  · 
a me'eting., the Chairrr. :m or the Vice-Chairman shall be um.er oblig ation to
convene a meeting. 

52 . Notice of mee tings of the V�llage :Panchuat . smll te serit to ev rsr y  ma mber 
in advance of 10 chys . Such notic e  s hil l  irdicat'e .the dat a, time and the 
agenda of the m eting •. 

. - . . 
53. No meeting of the Village Panchay:. t shall l::e held unless it ·  is att errled 

by at 1east om'-third of the total mstnbe rs , excluding the Chairman or 
the person -who pres :ides . 

54. Every me.ni:le r  of the Village· Pnn_cho.y;� s rall atte nd' its ne e-i:.:i.ng s .  In 
case he c annot att.end a meet ing  · for prope r: re asons, _  � sha ... l s end a -
notice to this .effect on or befo re the day when it is due �o l::e '!Eld . 
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55. · The opinion of a majority of member s on aey matter or resolution pre se nteed 
at meeting s of th e  Village Pcm.chayat shall be regarde d as the opinion of 

· the Village Panc ha.yat . In the event of a t ie , the Ctairma.n may exerc ise a 
casting v ot e . In ot h:lr circumstances ,  th e  Chairman shall have no ri gh t to 
vot e . .  

56 . The Village Ass embly sha ll p:irfo rm, or cause- to be perfo rme d., function s
whic h it is emp<:M ered (to perfo rm )  according to the law and �gulations 
in ac cordance with the opinion of; th e ma jority of its rrembers afteer holding
discussions thereon at its me etiJ:iges .  

57 . A minute book containing the names of tre ne mbe rs attending every me eting
of thee Village Pan chayat , the re solutions approved therein as well as 
ot te r  matters shall be maintaine d after ha ving s :ig ned by every memce r .  

- The paI?tioulars containe d _  in the minute book sh:1.11 be read out at the 
ne.xt meeting of the Village Panchayat .  A ·copy of every resolution apiroved 
at the meeetir:g shall be foiwarde d to the Central Administra ti.on Office 

. and one copy shall be sent to the appropriate District Pane haya t within 
7 days from th e date whAn it is pass ed. 

/ 

5 8 .  The Chairman, or in the event of his incapacity , the Vice-Chairman ., shall 
pre.side ov er meeeting s  of the Vill a ge Panchayat . In c ase th e  Chairman is 
unable to dis charge the :f\.nc ticns  o f  a presiding officer for any reason , 
h e  shall issue to the Vice-Chairman a wr itten order directing h:im to 

. perform sue h f um ti.oils , 

59 . In case both the. ·chairman and the Vice-Chairman are unable t o attend a 
meeting of the Vill.3ge Panchey at he ld on any day for any reason., and the 
meeting has to be held urge::ntly, th e  Chairman uay authorize any other 
membe r in writirg to pre side ove r such  meeting . In case any other me moor 
presidees ov er th e  mee ting wit oout obtai ning such authority, any func tion 
perfor?OO d or caused t o  be per fo rme d  there in sh:1.11 rot be valid .  

60 . /my resolution oncee· pas sa d  by foe Villag e Panc hayat shall not ordinaerily
be  alte re d or amenoo d  during the next six monthse. In case it is ne c essary 
to amend 91 ch ra solution, conse nt  of  at le ast hc".lf of the membe rs of the
Village Panch.1.yat shs. 11  be ne c essary . 

61. The ·puili.c m:-y wi tne ss the pro ceo ding_s of the Village Pan cmyat with the 
pennission of the Chairm� : � . Ll case the vis it of outsiders to the Village
Panchayat is, in the opinion of th e  Chairmane., undesirable , he may pr o hibit 
persons other than merrbers from witne ssing suc h proceedings . 

62 . Gov er nnent employee s fum t.i oning within the Villagee Pancooyat are a  rray
participate in discussion s  on the activiti es of the  Village Pan ctayat 
with the perrr.ission of the Chairman after making a request to this effect . ,·e·But they shall bava no power to vot e  on any matter . .1 
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63 •· In· case :  aey nen(ber f· defying the orders of the Chai.rnan , obs true ta the · debate or dis cu·ssiore at mee t�s o f  the Village Panchayat, · he shall at 
first be persuaded bye· the. Cmirman noe to do ·f!IJe. But .if he persists in 
such defiancee, necessary action may be taken against him and .he may ev en 
be remov ed from t�e me eting . 

64. A. meeting of ·the Vil'l.agei · Panchayat he ld on any day to di scu ss any �atteer 
may be 0.ontinue d on other days also ·mti l a decision trareon is reach ed . 
In case the majority of members aere e  to po stpone the meet:ing for some 
dD.ys , action may be taken accordingly. 

' .  
65 . Ev ery meeting of th·e . .  Village . Panchayat shall hold dis cussions o nly  on 

the items li�ted in the agenda, and no other matt er shall b e  discussed 
therein. In case it is ne c essary to discu ss any ot rar matter, this may
be done if two -third o�  me rm:>e rs of the Pancehayat so de cide . 

66 . In ·case any ne mber of the Village Panchayat absent s him � lf from ·three 
consecutiv e  me etinges of the . Pan chayat without giving proper re asons ,  his 
seat shall be deemed to have fallen v acant . In th e ·event of such vacancye, 

· a naw member shall be norrci_nate d  and not ele cted according to th e  el ection 
rule s .  S uch member may s tand as a candidate only in the na :x:t  elections . 

Supervision By. Central Adminis trativ e Offic e Ov er Village 
Pancmyates 

' ., . 

67 . The Central Administrative ·o.:r.r ice shall have the power to QCt as follows 
in accordance with the re levant regulati or� : e-

(a ) To institute a Village Pcinchtzy'at in any area ,  pre scribe or alter its· 
bcnindar ie s, · or temporn.�:..ly suspe nd an existing Village �'ancta.yat or 
dis solv.e it altoget her and esteablish a new Villag e Panchayat . 

.e' 
(b ) In th e event of th3 temporary suspension of any Village . Panchayat, to 

appoint a perstjn to di scharge its fu.m tions .  

(c ) T o  issue orders to Vil� e Panchayat s to fi nish any work .being done 
by it under th is Act within a spe cifie d time -limit , aYJ.d in th e ev ent 
· or its failure to complet e such wor k wit hin the specifie d time-limit , 
to ·  depute oth er persons to complete it and recover the expen se s 
involved in . roe h work from thee Village Pane l'B.y at Fund. - .' ' ' 

(d ) To hea r and decide o n  petitions , if any, filed by any member expe lle d  
under Claus ee· (f.) of Section 8 ,  t o  the effect that he had be a n unjustlJ 
remov ed f'.rom membe rship •e. 
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> (e ) To re�ve- any nember , '  ev en if he my not ' · have · be en expelled by the 
Village Panc myat, :in case he misuses his po·si t ion in such a manne r 

· as to cause harm_ to the public. 

(.t' ) To penn it  any mem.ber expelle'd fro m t he  Vi llage Pancha�yat to stand 
· · . ' es  :a � andidata atai11 in the ele ctions . 

(g,) To approve - .tb e . �udge t submitte d  by the Village Pane.hay-at or to have
it revise d . by the Village Pan cmyat itse lf, if so foun:i ne'cess<lry, 
or to . approve it a fter effecting c hange s  there in  it self. ·

(h ) To have the boo.g et and accounts of the · -Villag e Panchayat audited 
thr ou gh an aud.:J.tol' ,  

( i )  To permit two or mor e Village Pane hayat s to form a joint committee
if th ey so de sm , or at it s awn dis cre tion. 

(.j )  In t h e ev ent of any part of th e Village Panchayat beir:g amalgamated
with ano t her Village Pan crayat , to de' termine the amount of assets 
or l iabilities of the former to be t ransferr'ed t o  th e Villag e
P311c raya. t into which it is m: rged, and then h and over charge of 
such as sets or liabilitie s to the lat-t,er , 

(k )  In the event of any Villag e  Panc rayat be ing tre rged into· anothe r 
Villag e  Pancha.yat, to decla re  tre prope rty , as sets and liabilitie's
of suc h Pan chc\Y"a t as be longing to th e  Panchayat into which it is
mer gad, and direct the latter 'to ass une responsib ility fo r  performing 
�Jl functions a nd incurring expenses as require d to be done in the
former 1 s are'a. 

(1 )  T o  frame rules in respect to the collection of taxes, fees, dues , 
etc, w hich the Village Pnnchayat is empowered to ·  impos e,  an d  in U e 
event of any de fect being noticed i n  such t ruces , du.as ,  fees, etc ,  to 
order t he Village Panchayc!t to rectify the same, or to withhold
collec tion th3r eot for any reason , or to exempt'. any person from
payment of suc h taxes, due s , fee s ,  etc .  

(m) To lE a r  complaints against any taxes or fees imposed or orders issue'd
by the Village Panchay�t'. 

(n) To depute officers to  insp'ect the work or docunants of k0 Village 
Panchayat er to procure, ibr ih e  purpose of inspection or scrutiny 
pr ogre ss reports, statements or accounts of income aid expenditure
from the Villag'e Panc hayQ t, or any other documents in its possession. 

(o) To anand or repe al· any rules er a rticle s ·  of Village .Pari �haya ts and 
revoke any order s iss ued by snployees t hereof . 
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tober 5 ,  1949(Oc ) 

(p} Tp- provide', lo�n.s i�1-Villag e  Panchayata ,  or>to p:l rmit aey Village 
Panchayat _to:"robtain loans from the pu.biic or. any ag ency,  if so deemed 
nece ssary, andr· to prescribe h the rate of intere st on  such loans , the 
time -limit for repayman t tereo f, the numbe r of insta.1ments in which �., · 
.loan is to be �13pa.id, as well as the amount to l:e re served  for redemption 

of  the loan every yea.I'. , .ari.d the purpo ses  fo r  which the loanrs are to· · · ·  · be  utiliz e d .  

(q) To delegate soo·h· ot.h-�r powers as may be ·ne�ess �, frame rules and 
articles, or wit-hdz,-,aw aI1y powers d3 :ieg�ted to Panchayat s . ,

(r) To as::ertain :whetherr. or. not the Dis·�rict  Panch?.;ynt ha s disbursed 
the funds relaa.'s.ed by the g·overn.ment ampng all Village Ass embliers 
and whether or not Villr:g e Pnnc myat s have 'disbursed them in all 

­village ,  and in case any irregula r-it�.e s are detecte d in the disburse
me nt of such funds, :to iru:;ure the prope r disburse ment the reof • 

Aswin 19, 2 CD6 . 

( Concl uied)  
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. X
Gorkha-Tanahu Treaties,176} 

(Abstt-act tt-anslations ) 

( 1 )  From King Tribikrama Sen to King Prit'hvi Narayan Shah . 

We hereby pledge ourselves to offer La.mba.jung ( i. e .  Lamjung ) and 
Kasld. to you. If we do not at tac k them, arrl , inste·ad, defend them,
may we incur the sin of h�vi� killod sev en Brahmans ard seven cows, 
a.s well as  the wrath o f  Qod Panchay:ma. If v�e attack the se kingdoms , 

1the religious merit of  having r..ilrtured :::ev:en Brahmans and seven cows
shall ac crue to us, besides t he  favor of God Panc hayana.  'rhis treaty 
is hereby si gnPd by Gorkha with Tanahu . 

Je stm Badi 7 ,  1820 (May , 1763 ) 

(2 ) From King Prithvi 'Narc\Yan Shah to King Trib ikrama San � 

We hereby pledge to offer Tanahu, B hirkot ani l'alpa. to you. If 
we do not attack them , and, instead ) defend them, may we incur the 
sin of hav ing  killed seven Brahne.r. s and $3Ven cows, as well as · the , 
wrath of God Pancmyana . If we attack tho se kingdoms ,  the religious'' 
meri t of hav ing nurtured s even Brahmans and eeven cows shall ac crue
to us, be side's t he fav or  of God Panc hayana . This treaty is hereby 
signed rr<J Tanahu wit h Gor kha. 

Jestha Badi 7, 1820 (May, 1763 ) 

Xrlegmi F'3 search Colle ctions , Vol . 37 , PP . 115-116 . 

(S .B.M. ) 
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