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off icient way. 

Go:rkhapatra Press, 1947. 

21. 

Political Developments In Nepal, 
19471 

An important statement was made by li.H. the Prime !1inister. at his 
BishalnagQ.r Palace today. Courtiers as well as college students -were asa12111bh.l 
at the palace to hear the statement. The l.lllprecedentedly important speech 
had evidently aroused a wave of new zeal in the minds of the pe_ople. Tho 
speech is as follows:-

Courtiers and Gentlemen, 

You are all aware or the measures michwi=i have taken for the welfare of 
Lue country and the countrymen from time to time since we took ovo.r the 
reins of adininistration, You also know that since the day when we sb.oulderr.!d. 
the administration of this coU!ltry, we have sanctioned a total sum of 
Rs 752, 446.oo (N.C.) and Rs 2,262,400.00 (I .c.) in addition to the arr.cunt 
,ihich is allocated annually for the amelioration of the lot of the countrjlru,. 
It is our finn hope and conviction that work in all the deP'l,rtments of 
education, i)Ublic works, health, Jl'JUilicipility, printing, etc. -will be b0tto,· 
than now, af'ter arrangemants have been made tn utilize these amounts in ;rn 

On November 29, 1946, I had promised to disclose the plans which I tnvo 
in rny mind for the welfare of our country. After inviting you all in a 
�'.ci.thoring he.re on February 13, 1947, I had also announced that I wis going 
to consult nr.r brothers and other relatives and courtiers on introducinis 
political reforms and th9.t I uould make lmown my decisions arrived at after 
these consultations. You all kn:,w that in nost of the countries of the world 
today, the subjects are being associated with the· 3overmrant as far as 
possible. Considering that it would be greatly helpful to the welf.:ire of
the country and the people if similar arrangements were made in this cowrt,ry
too, I am going to discuss the same, which I have already indic.2ted to you.
1'he cocperation of all countrymen is required for success:t'ully running such 
a syst.:m of eoverrunent. For this purpose, it is essentlal that Jll€;asures 
should be taken for propagating education among tha people so that they may
acquire knowledge about �olitical matters as well as about their dutias. 
Only then this is done will the people be able to cooperate with the eoverrnii_r'.t 
-i.nd take part in the developmont -work or the country by properly exarcising 
the rirhts available to them. I repeat that th'3 main thing required for th::;; 
purpose 1s good education. If with a little learning we begin to boast ., ., 

1aovemnant of Nepal, Shri 3 Maharaj Ko Aitihasik Bhashari (Historic
Speech of Hie Highness Prilne Minister Padma Snau1.sher) Kathmandu: 

Contd ••• 

http:2,262,400.00


• .., ·.'.•  1 , 

• \·• 1 _ '  , :  

2 8 .  
, I , . 

·highly as if we are expe rts in eve ryt hing, such' a little knmrle dc e  110 L1l d 

become dange rous , instead of proving help ful in the work of dev 0lopTI1e nt u r  
prog res s . For inst:m ce ,  when a handful of foolis h persons racently ::i.tt01np t c  .. 
to b e have in imitation anu ·at the · ins tigation of ·others , and i nter fera d in 
matt0rr: 1-1hi ch they· did not lrnou, not und•3rs ta. nding ev E:n tho meaning .of tht: 
s lo�ans they lud raise d, a senst:l le ss c ommotion and -rwnor aros : j n  thcl 
country . It is the ctu Ly of 1::.iVS 1·y p:ii:J.ciotic and e ducate d J)er so11 to I1 1aint!1 j . ,  
by ev ery rnBclns gooJ;.n.Jl ... i.d unity arnon2: th e peop le of - vo.rious '· cl.D. ::,se s i.n U,t: 
country and t haru by stre n�then thu int ernationnl po sit ion of th8 co untr-y
and guin re s pect for it from fo IBic;n nations'. Bui., pa rsons thu� ir;du lging
in rumors have  trie d to deal a blow at the v 0ry independence , the inv a1 u·ib1c 
po .:;5e ssion of the country, liy fanning discord , enmity' · c1nd ol l e:c ovil pas ::i':'L •, . .  
among th e people within the country • .  Such acts'. 1✓ ill not only put obst- ,::u:le:; 
in the re al prog're ss · iri the c·o unt ry, but also , r es ult in great loss for th e 
country . You may h:J.v e undersLood the fact'· th�t, . no · g ov ,:3 rnrnen t. in the world i. · 
ev or r" 1m.ine d s ilen t ov er - tho c onspiracy to over1.,hrm1 the  0 st 9.bl  i �h u d  

·c us toms o r  over attempts ' to incite the pe opl e . We have e.lso t o '· d8al, ev rn 
by means o f  for ce ,  w ith  elements att empting to spread insur·recti on by me :...n,, 
o f  such ·acc usations and - propaganda' . 'l'l!is is nut only- a nec.:. ss'ity but .:i.lsc, 
the duty of J",� government. I neod not - repe at th:i.t it i� t h 1J  ob li t� "  t i i::11!� 
:.rnd the fo r-t:1mos t duty of ov ary civilize d  gov ernment and peoph: not to :il1m 
order and t ranquillity to be disturbe d in the country . 

CtJr tain c riminal s app-iur ·to be trying to di sturb through unlnwl'ul 
methods the peace ful c onditions obtaining in t ho country'. But, nc�;uru d 
and conv inced us we are o.f th0 loyalty an d  co mmonsenso of' om� J'.v o1.lL' , Hu , 
in keepin6 with our promise, desire to rc.:i.d out to you · th0 main i'o atu tY :i 

of tho program of :r-e fo1·mir1g the adminis tration and .J.ssoci.3.t:Lng t. bo p.:mplu 
t 0  a gre ater exte'nt t han no.r in the a<.lminis tration of the c o untry ,  a s  1;,_! 
hn.ve :.lready hi t you kno,1 . Yo u. may c:l so hav e hoard· the· spooc:h u hi.c l 1  I rr.i. d  
m::.rlc ',Jhil0 add res sing our military ·and civil' o fficers a t  t h u  'I'1.mdikl 1 • . 1 
on lfay 1 ,  1947'. h'o shall nt1v 0r ldg beha nd in tha matte r  af the count :ry 1 .. ; 
110 li'.:.rc . At t he s an1e ti m . ,  we ohall not do arry t hin1 wh ich i-1 iU pr-ovu h : t ·t1 :l\ . 

.L'or the. country . I ·  am not say ing all this f6r .foar of anybody, or ont o f  
tp.r·u ::;sure of any pe rs on , ·  s inco I am fully consc ious of tha fa.L;t tlla . th J 

adminis tration of t i�.:! country cannot b8 r llrl.  t hrough inti rrJ.d;:i' , • .i. 0£. c,r l t:: 1'1' , •1· . 
Altho4:,h I fo t:l that this i...:, not th e tiJ:nE: wh'en I should •InJ.lcEi sach stalG!ii(J n L ,  
uhile ng i'c,__.to rs are engage d ir. their nefarious activ itie s ,  y6t, in c.onsi Jd 
tion o f  th o intere sts uf the' _ country, I •hav e de cidod :to ·cli t;<.:-lc :.;t tJ you U, 
progrun which I have in mjnd. By the grace o f · Lord Rmna and . L:n:· d Pa ahup�, Li 
n -�t,h) w hom I thank v ery much fo r  0 nab ling ire to spl)a.k on tht ::;  occ dsion,  ll .i 
prograin will b e  ev er holpful in the happinc :....: cm d pr-o s [.)ar·lt,y o.t' th u cour1L 1 · ..an d its people . , 

• j �, ' i 
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the ir tenancy ri ghts . 

uo dGtermil1ed by the Re fo rm Committe e . 

Tho impre s sion that pe ople in our country are not enjoying any free don: 
is quite wrong . As muc h consideration \Joas necessary be fore grant ing all 
civil ri ghts as prev ail in fore ign c ountries to the people , we hav e made 
arrancement s  to invite an expert to advise us on the extent o f  civ ic rir�ht.:; 
which may be  granted to th o people with out in any way causing harm to U1,J 
country and di sturbing the national peaceo. Even in countries where free dom 
uf the pre �s exists , newspapers are f' ·,ued · or c losed . People are arresto d 
e1.nd detaine d fo r  making spe eche s  ev en in countrie s  where frei:3dom of spee c h  
1irevails . And not more than five persons are allowed to gather at a place 
ev6n in countri.l3 s where freedom of  association is grant ed .  As soma . people 
here , who are aware of s uch freedom, se am to tav e  fe lt confused at such 
freedom, an 1::xpe rt on thi s matter has be an invited so that they may know 
t re i.r rights a nd limits . Af ter rule s in this regard are drafted a fter his 
arrival , I shall info rm you of the same at a prope r- .timeo. But I would lilrn 
..lso to point out t hat s ame rights whi ch our paople . enj oy do not perhaps 
prevail in other countrie s. For ins tance,  the government or Birta owners 
cannot deprive peasants 0f their tenancy rights s o long as they pay rent 
for the l,mds culti vated by them and they may even dispa se off,  or rriorteage , · . 

The Re form Committe e forme d by us ha s  started itos wo rk  since April 2 9, 
1947 and is now drafting regulations on politi cal and other matti::;rso. It it' 
our Vi<. w tha. t work should be done afte r establishing an Assembly of elocte d  
'.lild eovernment-nominate d memberso. Discussioons are at pre se nt taking pl:1oco 
uu the powers and procedures of this A ssembly , the number o f  its nio mb 0r s  
;,.nct tt� peo pl e who will ele ct them .  In India , a perio d  o f  ten years was 
:.i.llouod for nuking all the se arrang t;;ments and the re form progrrun is boini; 
dr-1.i'ted at pre sent . But tho adv ic e  o f  the above-m:mtioned o>.-pert will also 
Li.: av ailable to us in t he matter of extending additoional powers within 3 t,) 
5 yuars and prescribing othar powers from tima to t ime • 

.. .
\ia shall grant local autonomy afte r the establis hment o f  elected 

rr.unic ipalitie s and district boards in Kathmandu Valley and in various 
ui. Jtricts in th e  country. The power s  to be invested in these local bo di� � 
y1d tht:ir limit s in the se matters, their source s  of income , etco. s hall 

Arrangements shall be made to set up a separate and independent 
judiciary- . 

I hav e time and again drm·m your attention to the importanca of 
u ducation. I am happy to note that all people , taking intere st in education 
are opening schools one by one ,  a s is evident from t he opening , wit h  
eovernmental perrrd.ossion , of 7 schools in Kathnandu Valley from the naw 
�u ssion .  The gov emm:int alone canno t  do everything� It ms opened s_chools 
:illd colleges to t he  be st of its capacity and has extende d  and wi ll extan<l 
a�sisknce to the pe ople who hav e opened them . Girl schools · too shall tt:J 
op1:;nod, but theyo· must be run in such a way tha t too mode sty and go.od 
character of Kepali women are no t affected. 
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I .  hear some pe opla · a.lleging· that life and pr operty· in Nepal ar e  •ins ecur(! 
But the:re · a.1-e few countrie s wl)ore life a nd  prOperty had remaine d so secure 
as in Nepal during t h'e · 1as:j:, ·centur-y . Howev er', ·i'..f- ariytrhing i �, require d to be _
done in · iroeping with th e circumstances  ·in _ thid matt er, wa shall do that . 

Emigrant Nepalis are as .dear to ·us as th a · pe -ople herer. We are h ighly 
di ;;;tre sse d to loarn that inany of our br0 tr.r en li'Virig in Indi a are pas sing 
through distr es s and worries on ac cou.c.--it of the di s turbance s now occuring 
th ere.  We hav e .  there fore encere d into r.,:1 c esr

iary d)rresporidence with the 
Indian Govo rnn� nt ·with a vie,1 to pro,, i ctir;g i�ll possible help f:eom th is 
countr-J lor rolie vi.0;g · the�r di.i'f:.culties .  As .:uch rr.e asur e s  alone hav e not 
proved  ade quate for coping 'W1. thr. tho s i tuatio n; we - s hall soon make e ffo rts 
to po st consuls whe:�ever re quired in I::.idia and makar. other arrangern\3nts  to 
look after the welfij re of our Nep�l:i. broth J ri:, t here o 

. •, . .: : 

Although there is a policy' to the e ffe c t  that the financial po �ition 
of the g ove rnment r.1ust not be dicclo s sd to anybody, as ·  otherwise neighhors 
w,ill sho'h" di. crespect  to it , y3t i·'.1 thz fu tu:ca ' an account of the annual 
inc ome and expenditure s hall b : •  publi aha d, lest · you should be ar any misunclo'r 
standing as to  the real: income and e;rpenditure of t he c ountry � . .. . . . 

It is our firm d esire as ;:ell. a s  that of ou r . b rothers and sons , th::i. t 
· ther. pe ople of t his holy land, Nepul,  should be pro spe rous and e ducated and 
bu  ablr.:: tor· pc>.rticipate fully i'1 t�1er. adrriiro_� t!'at.ion of t his count ry . This 
noble ob j ectiv e c1nnot be achi(;i1 0d im:r.ed::..ately . Nonethe le ss it is our 
c onviction that if we all, by t hs f;ra c 3  c: G�d ; r. c o ope rate jn thi s taul..: ,  
b dng insp ire d by pa:triotisrn , it r1oi.::ld not tn:..:i ·a lor.6 time t o  achieve  
thi,s obj0cti vo.  Ma.y G�:l grant you , 1 j  sd-Jm and c0nk::011:;cnc.:er0 It  i!:; our lwart­
fe lt hope and wish t hat you .  will be a:irlu '�-) uorkr.fo r the happ fr1e s s  and _
prosperity of  tho oou..,try and t.ho :r20p� e wh;..l e maintainine; the mutual g ood� 
\J ill. an d  goo d conclt:.p t tradit ion::uly e:xfrti!"'.g in t h:. country, by prope rly 
utilizing this oppor·tuhity giv Gn byrthr go·J en;1::ent. Q Miy God do good to you , ,

• _ 

'vfua t  I mean :Ls thnt tho pc �r,1.e ' ,..•:- �:
and for ev·e r be fi·oe from trouble!:: . · r· 

. 

:,u1,1 't-·:l :·n.pr;y-, he -:1lthy, pro ::,perous• .  · , ·  . . . 

I"iay God Pashupati na.t h ft l f'ill t hi� plan, whi_ch may t ake six mont hs 
or o w n  a yea-_ to turn into !"3 ality .  I hc1,9 +,h�t you will p:copo rly undor·-
stan d a li that I have �c.id just Df)� J - • · 

.. . . : . . 

frime M,i.r.ist er Hi>h;,n s:,,,.r�3'1c-:> ' i Sp% d:._2 

On :Poush 24, . 2007 ( Jnu.ary 24, 19 50 )., · PritfiA N:i_nis:;;.er. t1ahan Sha.mst:e r  madJ· · · · · · tho_ following _ an�ounc1;:r.ie�.t : - _ . .  
• ! - ,  

2orishma Ba hai \lj," De\ikota , Nepc,l Ko R:1. .�ni.t:ik Darpan (Politic al :Mirror
of Nopal ) � Kathnandu : Kc :Jhuv Ct.1r_r!'."I. •G!iuf.� :  l�6u. 39 .. j43 Pp .  

I • r , . · t 
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re ins Bah 1dur took up thPrime Minister Jung It is 104 years s ince � 

are co d occurre eu which this changrtie n rs The cir�umstances ian od pe ple . 
n ry lnd beere tthe c ouou t hat orde want to remind yc d in history . y I onl 1:1 e of wi. th ::intemal confliot disorder and anarc hy s.t that tlille becauseform d 

quickly in the country , .ere restored ace �d s tability wstration . Pmaladrrd.ni e

gated on April 13 , 1948  • 

the Parliament.  

e 0nahi our cwntry to at tam its objectives  11 : -

.3,1. 

orders of the then King,country on thaof the administra tion of this 

thanks to th e emerge nce o f  Prime Minister Jung Baha.du.r . 

Even ignoring othe r notable events that occurre d during t he la::i L 
cent ury, it can b e said without ·any feo.r of contradiction that P.rime Minist or 
Jung Bahadur and hi s succe ssors not only maintained but furth e r  s trength i:mud 
the µldep;i ndence of t he count ry, -whi ch i s it s pricele ss treasure .  They also 
conferr ed tha bene fits of  security , pro gre ss and a st.able g overnment on the 
country. These are e ss ential f or the happine s s  and pro sperity of  all commu-
nitie s . 

Ev en then, in orde r that Ne pal may make efforts to keep pace with t he; 
clnnging t im:1 s, and since it is our obj ec tive that th� people should bo 
enabled to participate in still greater measure in the administra t ion of 
the eountry, t he Gove rnment of Nepa l Constitutional Reforms Act wa s prornul­

Enforceme'lnt of t he  t?rc>vis ions of this Act comm:mce d  on April 14 ,  194 8 .  .
So far nearly 200 Panchayats., at both Village arid District levels , l-a v e  
been fonna d throughou t  t he country .  Formaliti es h3 d not. been completa d for 
est.n.blishing t he Central Parliam ent .  But it was establi shed on S ept e mber 2 2 ,  
1948. l' any adminis trativ e Committee s were forme d  a t  the first se ssion of 

The difficult task of  laying tre 
complete d . T he po ople or Nepal have be en enabled to
tow:l'ds the obj ective 

foundations ta s  thus alJTlost been 
. march :ahead t-)t.Ja�ei'ully

or a fre e and indepe ndent de mocracy.  The succe s s  
achieved in tne se measures s o  far convinces u s, after a serious s tudy o ftha _ present national and international si tuation,  t hat since it is our 
aspiration to as sociate -the people i� greater mea sure ,in the adrnininrtr-Dt ion 
?f the country, the pace of political prog res s  can be accelerate'ld without 
in'lf:.Xly" way di srupting the situation o f  the country .  With this ob j ective in

iov v, .:ind fully depending on the patrio tic feelings of the Nepali pe ople ,
we have decided t o  take the following measure s . We hope tho se mea5'Ures will 

(l)  A C9nstituent Assembly will. be fanne d as e a.rly as po ssible through
general elect,ions held threughout ihe country on the basis of adult · 
franchise'l. 

' . 
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For t,ho c1. litalnment of thi s  obj e ctive ;· ·a. censu_s of th� enLiro 
population ·o f the  oo untry i s being tq)�etn .  · vote rs list s f or th•: 

' . .'. . .  . . ,C on..,tituent .A ssembly e le c tions will ·be- 'compiled as e arly as  pose ibJ.t , 
T his task i s  no doubt nov eJ, and diffic ult �  but .-ic hopo triat tl Je 
Constitue nt As se mbly uill hold its first sas s ion in 1952 . Its un in 
task .ri 11 bti to prepare the fut1Jr0 Constitution of the country . 

( 2 ) A Co uncil of Mini st drs  will be e s tablis he d  imm0di..1tu ly at t hu  C u ll Lt; l' 

in o rdur to insure that arr mgement s for the e stablislunent of the. 
Constituent A ssembly ara not d<:Jlayedt. The Counc il Hill consi st of 
14 ministers , 7 of whom ·will represe nt the public op inion and b8 · ·  · truste d  by the peoplet. 

The administ.r8ti ve authority of the c ountry if.ill be entruste d  
to thi s Council of Mini sters , 11hich wi ll f' l.lllc·tiou on t h e  basis of 
the princ iple of collec·t ive respon sibility . Th_e Council i.Jill .[\.,:emu­
late its avm ruluJ of procedur e t. It will h:lve authority c:i.ls o i n  
r0 spect t o  the income and expenditure o f  the countryt. The budg ut 
system will be int.roducod with immediate e ffect . 

The Cabinet shall make all neces .::;o.ry administra tivc arrangemuitl , 
in order to promote tho efficiency of the ar;propriato administru U.v t­
di:lpartraentst. 

(3 ) Until the new Constitution, t o  be drafted by tho Constituent As :;u 11 :bl 
is enforced, the constitutional law of 1947 shJ.ll continue to be 
in forcet. But the provisions of this through proctlamation or tl ,.Jt:...d 
t,o be made by the Cabinet will hav e an over-riding effe ct over t l 1t! 
prov is ions o f  that l aw. 

Accordingly, the following provisions of the 19li7 Cons tl t •. tti.o t 1 ; L 
L::n, i.1thich ro rna in unenforced sha ll be  cnforcf:ld n s  0a:dy :J E  po�; :..iti..blct: · 

( a ) Provb ions', pcJrtaining tot· the j ud iciary .  That is, pr ovis ion;, 
rolatine to tho sepa:r·3 tion of tht3 j udioi[l)"y f'rom th0 &rn cutiv '-'t. 

(b ) Appointrnont , of · an .Advocate General and an Auditor-General . 

( c ) Tho formation of a Public Serv icte Commi�sion to sole ct qualiJi,;L, 
cnndicb tes for government servic e ,  arrl similar oUrnr matte rs 
whi ch will contribute to the efficient adnri.nj_strr.tion of th 0 

c ountryt. 

About 2 00  Village and Dis trict Pancllaya ts have a lready bcc11 
form0d and efforts will be made as far as possiule f or fo rm in;!, t !  
remaining 500 Panchay2ts too by mid-April, 1953. 
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(4) (a ) As it is our heart-felt desire that there should be goodwill 
and full and cordial c ooperation between  the governme:nt and 
the people , persons who have been engaged in armed rebe llion 
since the month o f  Nov.e mber 1950 may ,gst amnesty, provide d they 
fully stop it and eschew their policy of violence.  However, 
co ld�blooded JTW'de'lrs , a.nd  thos e respons ible f or dacoity and 
arson shall not be covered by the amne sty. Poli:t.ical prisoners 
who have not been inv olved in or associated with 111urder , .  dacoity
and ars on ma,y similarly be grante'ld amne sty if they too repudiatu  
such a Policy. 

(b ) Political organizations fonned by Nepalis living abroad or by 
all those who give up the poli cy of v iolence and follow th 0 
path of non-violence shall be welcomed if they are willint; to 
cooperate :ln the lofty task of insuring the progress and ef i'lciunt 
admini::itrat ion of the c ountry . 

(c ) There a hall not be  a:rry re strictions on th e  f onna tion of any 
politic al organization by Nepalis working inside t he country . 
Such '-'rganizn. tions shall have to operate according to law und 
regulations , 

(5 ) Everybody must be awar o o f  the circumstance s  in which we nav e had 
to placo His Ma.jasty King Gnyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev in the 
throne of Nepal. But s ince no friendly foreign governrrs nt has so  
far re cognized th is s tep, since uncertainty and even intranquillity
seeu, t o  be sprea ding among the co untryman; over this matter , since 
hooligans are using this as a pre text to creat e widespread distur ­
bances ., ind,ulge in dacoity and mole st the people , and even far to  
murder innocent persons; sinc e  the 9ov ernua nt of India too has 
given some f rie ndly advice following discussions with it , and sinc e 
the suggestion has been made that the cause o f  peace in th� country 
will be de finitely advanced if His Maje sty (King Gny;;J.ne11dra Bir 
Bikram Shah Dav ) appoints a Reg1.mt on tha ·'. ~l,J ice of tho Nepal Gove rn­
ment so as to function during t ha ab13ence of .or until tht; ruturn
of His Maj esty King Tribh1r.1an Bir tikram Shah Dev to this country, 
an einargency meeting of the Parliament and tho Bharadari was held 
on Poush 23 , 2007 (January 8, 1951) to discuss all those quo stions . 
After disouasing the prevailing situation., these two bodies roc o1mu.Jn l, d 
tho appointment of a Ro gent to function during the absenc e of His  
Mljesty King Tribhuwan Bir Bikram Shah Dev on t� advic e  of tho
Nepal Gove rrurent in the int ere sts ot peace and stability in the 
country. Accordingly I would like t o  announco that t he Nepal Govern­
ment has ac cepted tho decision of the Parliament and the Bharadari,  
which �t fee ls to be  justified'l. 

. Contd • • • 
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We would li.ke . .  to expce ss our thanks . and appre ciation to all e:overnm8nt 
s0rvants fo r fa ithfully: disch arginc the ir dutie s at;- th:i.� time of cris iss. 
I v1ould like to  utilize t?hi s o cc as ion als o  fq r porivuying a specia 1 ine ssar,e 
to our beloved broth ers in • the Armed Forcess. 1 1 �ou have uphel d the tro.ditiorn� 
g lory 1,hich you have g ained by displaying pat;riotiF3m ::u d gallantry 8Ven in 
di .fl'iculi, an d 1-;orilous circurnstance s s. You have stead-,faatly stood bohind 
your Government . Hy de ar brothers , I. want to assure you that your ,Jt:Jll-b"'sJ.l! . 
and interests will f or ever oc,cupy :th e first place _in our heart , as we h.::v 
bo tal dcing s o  far . Even  after the prti se nt constitutional chao.c;es ,  wo ::;h;.111 
continue to romain b ehind you firmly, hone st l.y . ands. L H,n tJ.y .. 11 \J<:J :..i.Lo ux c, :,J 
our hcDrt-i'ult thanks to t hd offi,:. t,sl�� .nd roc:cu:1.t:, oi' tho ".\:, 1.1 Cl; .D,+u 1. , , ._ ; . l 
fur bov ine t. t0o d 1'i.cm in th air du t.,y an,l (tiscb[lrgo-.i . .  l-bJ ·L:i.· ot, Ut:it. ion:;.; \J t. Ll i  
loyalty .:m d !'l:l S Olutor.1t:1ss dq spi tl:l the pre sent qelicat8 cir cLU11�rtances.::. . 

You :ill ru od not worry u.hout tho futu l') . 

He ar\:j c0n.f lde nt tlw.t the irnport ant reforms which il0 havo u;.mouncud 
tvd,.,y 1-ii l l be w<.1lcorned by lhu ontire people of N ,JpJ.l ,Ji Lh tl10 ::;wne sun.,0 
of patrlotism and goodwill iJith whic h we have pre se nte d thern. Ue als o  hop" 
th::i.t tbe entire countrymun id.11 cooperate  with the novesrnrro nt i n  the t:.r nk 
of att.:iininc th o l01'ty objuctivo s et by it , namely, tho p1·ornotio • .  1..- i' the 
peace  and pra stige of our buloved mot h.:irland. We are als o t,horouch l.y c01 1 •1 ii., , 
that every p<.1.triotic Nupali vrill under stc..nd the importance; of t.be o.duit i.on tl 
me asure s s. We have just announced for bringings· about resforms i{l the tidrnini: ­
tratiori . 

Shculd we dc.1em it rJB �  ; ;nry to e ffect some chang e s  in t.hOt;u  1Bsfo1·ms 
while cxGcutine th'-·", we shu.11 do so  after cc,nsultations > as this lio ;:; 
,a l.bin ·o Lr di scre tionary po,1<Jrs . 

Let u.11 of you remember that the attention of tho entire wo1· ls: b a L  
tho mornont focussed on us . We have to sh otr to the world tha t t he  NJ _p;.il �s 
alone are capable of guarantee ing tho brighte st future o f  their nation . 
.Ju; a rn,3.t,ter of fact, it is our sacr1:;C1 duty to uphold and maintain t.,ht., 
prestii3e o f  our country and our peoples. H1;3 h.:1vo won immortal i'mue l;y l'i , :h L 'i 1 
on various battle fronts on U1.;i ::;ide of f ijuJom a,nd jutjtico . 1'iwr,1 i:J no 
dou.i.H, tt1J.t in cas e  we work uni't,udly to serve  tho country Hith fi!·1iu1t.:Ss!; , 
courace , and coopur-:1tion .acco �·dinc to our 1'CJ spw cti.vo c.3.pa�, iti1..1 s a11J p, :_; i L i ,s, .  
110 t::hall du :finit0ly be ablo to gain equal fame in the pesace :i.'ront a s  wall . 

H:1y Ll'd P<.1 shupatinath .....nd Goddo s s Guho shwari bloss . thi� country anJ 
its puoplu so that we m2.y be aLle to attain the hiz;hest ideals i-ihich ,vu 
have l:iet for uurselves and s o - th·  t the roforms 1-\hsich we . luvu - anno u11cod wLt)' 
contributu to the happines s  and prosperity of the comwun-i. tys. ·�•Y thJ t:.r .:11.�11 , , 
lllty in this nation, of nhich every true Nepali · is Justifiably p:r·oud, r� 11Ll:.: 
intact , and md.y the ind<:J pendaILce of this country re main s ocure nnd imrnort·d 
evon amidst tlu.; pre sent disturbed s it,uation L 

· Sine ha Durbar, 
Poush 2L, 2007 � 
(J�nuary 9, 1951 )  . 

http:spwcti.vo


35 • .  

Timber Trade In Morang, 1809:-101 

'I'he U.mber comes mostly from the . e,lominions o f  Nepal. That country 
produces  many fine k·inds ,  valuable .fo r th:lir s cent and the po lish which 
they i-dll receiv e ,  as wall as for being strong and durable, but Sal or .

• ���hp�g (Shorea robusta ) is almo st the only one in request. In the table 
of exports am impcrts ,  for the sake of uniformity, I have. val.re d it at 
the price for which it is . s ometime s sold and is nominally v:alued at the
Places where the timber mt.1rchants re s ide,  \which are often at a cons ider::iblu 
CU.stance from the frontier . 'lb this valuation t here are }:lowev er two obj,a ctiow. 
firstly , most o f  t'lhe n1erchants b eing mere agents for othe rs rosiding at 
Ctlcutta , Hurshedabad, and placa·s wh ere the timber i s  us ed, would not sell 
tho timber at aey pri ce lower thD.l'l that for :which their principa�s could 
� ell, t he whole expe nse of deliv ery to the principals having been alri: alJJ 
inc�re d .  A stranger thore for e arriving here , and bei� in: ilnmediato wmt 
of timber , would not probably be able to purchase a qm.ntity suff icie nt to 
�uild a hous e or large v e ssel without giving the Calcutt� price ; no thing
lndeed can be done at a reasonable price  without mo'ney advance d before tho
beginning of tha cutting season, at the end of whic h, part o.f' what ha s bt.Jon 
�greod for will be  de livered, but pe'lrfectly green  �d uni'it for imm�dia to U3 c
Hcl\a �s o.lmoat the whole labor and expense'l.· of t he c arr iage to Calcutta is 
laid out by the people of this di stri ct, . the expcrte d timber ought per haps 
to have be en value d at the price for which it is deliverable at Calcutta,  
almost all of which is  returned to this district . Se condly, the -w hole value 

. stated in the table ·or imports. doe s not go to the pe\1ple of Morang, and 
cannot b e charg ed· as a bal.ance against this di strict, as w ill appear 1·ro m 
the following account of tho manner in which the trade'l. i s  conducte d: -

The timber whic h comes down the Kosi is mostl,y pur chased by about 35 
murchants (Kathaiya Mahaj ans ) ,  who res ide in Dimiy:i. and Matiyar i near th e 
banks of the river , and are suppo sed to trade to the extent o f  from one to
ten t housand rupee s each . The se never go near the forests., bnt make an agr00-
ment with another cl ass of men called Kathaiyas , - who for a fixed price en�:a r(,' 

, . :Lo'l_ .�diver a certain quantity at Calcutta , or at whatevor town th0 m01· c l i:mt.'l1 J 
cornesponde nt reside s . Tne merchant usually advances two-thirds o! the  -who k 
o f thiB price by instalments ., and the rerr4inder is paid whe� the tin�er is
�� livored at its place o f de stination • . Formerly several Europe!3-ns dealt in 
t.imber, acting: as th ese  merchants;  but I believ_e tha t they in general lnst ,
nnd· all hav e  now given up the trade • ·  The ir loss may be in a great 100asure 

. attribute d  to · �eir having completed the purchase here ., and sent the timb er _'l

¼rancis Buchanan, An Account Of The District. Of Purnea In ll:1 09-10. 
Patna : Bihar and Orissa Research Society, ·1926., Pp. 561-570 . 
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·· to Calcutta on their own ,accounte. Many \.oats were. lost and part only of 
timbe r was recove red,  -.,hi.le the logs , as they p�'ssed the various towns c,n , 
their route, gradually· diminished in size ; so that even when the number 
patched was deliv ered complete,  the logs which had left Dimiya of- the lar . 
size , on their . delivery at Calcutta had dwindled down to the smallest . T 
native· merchant avoids most. of these frauds by paying only for whs.t i s de . 
at a certain rate according to it�: size . 

The Kath�iyas also. I'? Side 'in the Companyt.s •  territory, . and oome ' of the� 
have a lit tle capital, with which, they purc}lase"tiin9er that they sell eit.lJ 
to the timber merchantse, for. re9-dy · money, or :retai:J,. on the way to ·Calcuttaij 
as they pass along with the floats which have _b�.�I} ·commissione d.· A grtm� j
part of the ir stock ; howeyer, consists 1n the oxen , carts , and boats wh1c, 
are necessary for tho -�prtation of  the timber • .  The Kathaiya about the 
middle of Nove mber goes into tti.e territory of Ne·p�l, and sometime s make s )
an agreement with thee· people called Dufadars ,  who are natives of th at co . 
Bach Dufadar engages a ga,ng . of workmen (Kularhiyas ) , and agrees to·. cut an�
squaro the timbers and to place them on the earts of the Kathaiyu, on \vhi 
they are carried, so s90n as cut, to the Kosi  or ·to some branch of that 
river, such as the Tiljuga., · which is capable 9f floating thtJm. At other 
times  again the Kathaiya. hires the workmen by the month. From the Tiljuga, 
and other tributary s tre ams  the. logs are floated with canoees . The Kos i at;
all seaesons admits of the boats calle d Malnis, and the logs are brought 
near th� residence of -t ha merchant so soon as a quantity sufficient to 
co�struct a float can be colleected • .  The cutting season lasts rrom the mie,··-

. _e _ · .of ·  Dece mber until abput the_ l!liddle of April, when the forests become dra).e. .
· fully unhe althy . Tha Kathaiy� and their se rvants then retire to conduct ," 
their timber to :the · �stine d - ma.:rket, and the Dufada.rs and their gangs rat 
to cultivate thoir fie:1.ds , 

· 'i'he timbers are of . five kinds, Chaukare, Dakar, Bali, Khan:ba, and Kh
Thoy are always sold by girth,. and this -is est;lmata d by a cubit calle d 
furga;'dasi,  which :i,.s 22 inc�a  longe. The ·Ch�uk.u-s are squared by cutting 
an equal q�ntity from four sides, and ax-e trom .Jij to 18 cubits long and 
from 2a to 4 cubits round. '£he la.rger sizes are ·very rare . The Dokars ar
fiat beams , that is, ·on4" two sides are cut away, and there fore they con

. 
. 

much more white wood than '!:,he Chaukars , and do not last so longe. 'fhoy at ,' 
•·f'rom lL to 18 cubit s long c)Ild from 2 to 2½ cubits · roun:le. In the . operatio«
of cutting and squaring the woqd-cutters are entir�ly . ignorant of the us(· 
of the saw, and work entirely with the hatchet and adze . The Batis are  
logs , freed only from th� bark, ._md are intended chiefly. for plank . TheY'.
of . t he same � pgths wit h the aquared timbers, . and ·are from ·J3 inc hes to _ _
inche ::J in girth, measured one-third o:f  the ir length from the root end. 
l(hambas als o aro round, and are · trom-·8 to ·12 cubits long. and . from l to U
round� '.1'.he · Khambis are fro.Ate_ 6- -to .8 cubits iong and un�er i cul?it in gir 
The se two last are chie:fl3' used · �'.'°\:,ltj..$ 41s�rict,e. 

http:fie:1.ds
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nsxpe e o f  e our mon hs will then b e  f t -

Rs 

Duty to 
at 10 rupee s  pe month r • • •  

Additional duties un er d various 
pretexts 

he water 48 Chaukara., 
tFor s thi he Kathaiyas bring to t 20 Dokars ,  and 

37 . 

I shall now give an estimate of the expense attending various parts of 
the operation : - One cart requires ten oxen; one pair c alle d  phuriya , �orth 
75  rs. , one pair calle d Bharka, 25 rs . ,  three pair calle d Chhor , 42 rs . The 
cart, 20 rs . The stock there fore a100unts to 162 rs . The fe eding for th e 
cattle , consisting of cotton see d� pulse , oil-cake and straw is 2 2  rs .  a 
month .  One driver, 2½ rs .  a month , 4 under-drivers,  8 is .  a month , l me ss enger· ,
(Bahardar )'l, 3 rs . Oil for the ·whe els,  8 anna.e . Ropes 12 rs . 10 Kularhoyas 
or wood cutte r�·, 30 rs . a month. 'I'he 100nthly expense is therefore 67·} rs . 

This gang c an bring monthly to the river 12 Cha.ukars, 5 Dokar s and 4 
Bati s. ·rhe se are seldom sold at the place of embarkation, so that it j_ s
difficult to put a fair v alue on tra'lm, but it is said that th e  12 Chaukfrs 
may be worth 48 rs . ,  the 5 Dokars worth 15 rs ,'l, and the 4 Bat is worth 4·;? rs'l, ;  
equal mere ly to the monthly expen se . The cattl.e , inde ed, in otoor s ea sons 
do as zr,uch work as defrays their .. maintenance and that o f their serv ant s ,  
but the whole of the intere st on their value and the suins neces sary . to  ke op 
up their number must be adde d to the expense of the four months of the cu tt i1 �:•: 
season :  142 rupe es at 25 per cent • ., the lowest actual intere st given :in  this 
co untry , will amount to 35 rs. , and one -s eventh of the value of stock ,  or 
20 rupe e s ,  must be al.lowed for annual purchases of cattle'l. For the cart , 
5 rs . for intere st, and as much for purchas e s, 

· 
must be  al.lowed.  The tota l  

65½Sta cie • • •  • • • • • •  

Feeding cattle • • • • • • • • •  88 

Oil and ropes • • •  • • •  8W I � •  

· Servants • . • .· 
� ! • 52 

the Nepal Government 
• • • 40 

(Kharchah ) , 

. .

·

. . 

Woodcutters 

15 

• • •  • • •  • •'l• 120 

Ils 388½ 

16 Batis . 
( 

· 

. Contd • • • · .  
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· The e xpense of bringing down is as follows : �  A canoe.. may . b e  hired at 
2½ rs . a trip , and two men to attend ha� get 6 rs; �ch canoe b;r:i.ngs four
timbers , so that his .84 timbers will c oat on deliv ery to th e merchant as 
follows : -

Rs as �-

Hire of 21 canoes at B½ rupee s • • • 178 8 0 

Duty to the Nepal ·qove'lrnment . . .  42 0 0. _'l
220 8 0 

Cutting charges • • • ) 88 8 0 

Total cost • • • 609 0 0 

Wht- n s old at Dimiya , the following llk1.Y be the us ual rate of ·v alu,� , 
.althout h as I ·  have said, c1i stranger would often not pro cure any lower thalli 
at the Calcutta pri ce : -

Rs 

48 Chaukars at Rs · l0-8-0 • • •  504 

20 Dokars at Rs 5-0-0 . . . . . 100 

16 Batis at Rs 2-8-0 . . . 40· 

Rs 644 

When the timber is brought on boats ·(Malnis) from.'lnear the Kosi, the 
expense is considerably less; but timber hcis there be come scarce,  and 'beitll
le s s  s elect, s ells lowe r .  Considerable deduction must however be made froi 
the profit s ,  because all the wo rkmen must ·be : pa.id in advance , ari d  none of ' 
them can be induced to work for the whole of what they have r,eceived . 

From this it will · appear that on 644 · rupees value · the re al return to
Nepal consists of 12 0 rupe es given to the woodcutters, and 97 ruped s p:1. id•'l
for duties ,  in all 2 17 rupees;  · but to this we must add the· prov isions so�· ·.·· ·,·•· ..both for men and beast ,  which may bring the whole to 300 rupee s on 6l14 : s�..•.
that on t he value which I have stated in the Tabla s of imports only about;
50 per cent . should be charged to the credit o f  Nepal. ·..,. . .. ' : . . . .. 

Contd • • • 
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2½ annas dut ie s and 5 annas for. re . hi

16 Ba.tis 

those of the Company ' . territorys 

12 8 

or each, at 8 rupee s  e ach To 2 men f

To rope� 

To 2 Palwar ob ats to attend 
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, .'l . \fuen mone y  is adva nced to Dufadars , who agree to load the cari;..)4t,.'l,"'�; . 
�� the Kathaiya pays 18 annas for e ach Chaukar, of whi ch 6 aribas- (are
dutie s ; for each Dokar duties , each Batio,and 8 annas hire ;  for 

} 
4 annas are 

Duty: Cutting 

Rs .  aso. p .  Rs . aso. P • 

18 0 0 36 0 048 Chaukars 

• • • 5 0 0 10 0 020 Dokars 

s• • •  2 0 0 0 0 

Rs 25 0 0 $1 0 0 

This isThe cart then pays only 7½ rupees dutie s  for the whole seas on .  
vastly les s  than i s  paid where the cutters are hire d by wages , but a great
deal of money is lost by the Dufadar'ls taking advance_s and giving no timher ,  

offor although an o fficer o f Nepal is deputed to giv e justice,  the sort
justice that is there adlllinistered is not suited for the recovery of deb ts 
for the creditors . �he wl"�ole that can be recov e red usually goe s  to the ju� 

The great advantage here over ·t,ha woodcutters beyond the Te sta is t tnt 
rnu�h larger t imbers are brought out ., not owing to tho treo s of tl, e fore st 
be�g o f a. larger size , but :to a greater exertion on the part of the worlcm.J1 
This cannot be entirely attributed to t he use of oxe n  and carts , although 
those contribute to reduc o  the pric e ·of the operation;  for in oo me parts
of the forests here , the roads will not admit of carts , and timbers o f  thG  
san1e Si!Ze are carried out entire ly by men, and the expense is said not (to )  
be very materially higher , the people o f Nepal be ing much 100re active th an 

The cart is o f  tbe c omnon form, but more strongly constructed (than ) 
· that in use far conv eying othe r  goods • 

The folloWing es timate was giv e n  e,f the expense of sending to Calcutt;; : ·  

Rs 

12 8  

To 8 Halni boats hire , at 16 rupe e s  

16 

• • •  24  

Rs 296 

Contd • . •  
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The prices at which ' the Ko+thiliy&s a!?l"ee to' deliver · the. wood t o t-he 
' merc hants at Calcutta are abo.ut as fol�ws' : .:.. , ·._ '. '/ 

a .Rs . ..E.:. 

48 Chaukars, at fro:n 14 to 25 rupees 
average 16 rupees'. . . .  · 768 0 0 

20 Dokars, at from 8 to 10 ru�ees 
average 9 rupee s . . 

i6 Batis, at 5 or 6 rupees'. . . .  80  0 0 
' . 

1, 028 0 0 

Rs . 
Total cost as impor1:,ed. • • •  609 

Carriage to Cc!ilcutta.  • • •  296 

Rs 905 

The merchant seldom purchases the Bat is .  The se· are usually carried by 
the Kathaiyas on their own account'. 

The whole of the charges , it' is ·  evic;ient , exc ept the provisions which 
the boa tmen may purcha se by the way, and that is a trifle , most of what 
they use being taken with them is gained by the people of this district , .,
which ought therefore to be credited with an addition of 2 96 rupe es on 609 

· rupees of the tinibe r which I hav e stated as exported. 

_ · The quantity of timber ·  that · comes down by t he Kosi is not so consider­
able as that wh;i.ch is floated by th·e v arious branches o'f t he Kankayi into 
the l'-iahananda, and which is chiefly pur chased by tha mer ch ants of Arariya 
and Dulalgunj , with a few in Nehnagar and Bahadurgunj'. In that \li cinity 
one-half of the Kathaiyas belong to Nepal, · on w hie ti account a rnuch larger 
share of the p rime cost must go to' _ the c redit of that country .  The Kathaiy,.:i.�\ _

' ' there se ldom contra ct to delive r the goods at C alcutta ., but sell it ent irel,., 
to the merchant's o:r this district, who send it 'Wlder charge of their own 
servants ,and are usually miserably de frauded, as I have alr�ady mentioned'. 
The dutie.s payabl� .  t,o Nepal are levied entirefy on the bo ats which float 
the timber out of that country• -

The timber was stated to be in general smaller than that brought down 
the Kosi., but the. prices are fully as 1,ong . Sane of t he . Elxpenses are 1nor1:3 
nodorate . At Arariya it �as stated that of the 56, 000 rupee s worth imported.}
and deliv ered to the. merchant., there was as fo llows : - : - . · · 

Contd • • • ' . 
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Piece s 

' Rs  14, 000 worth of Chaukis from 14 to 16 cubits 
long l,y 2! to :3 cubits round., at from 18 to'l· ·20  rupe es a pair . • • •  1428 . 

Rs 28 ., 000 worth of Dokars from 16 tl'.I 1,8 cubits 
long by 2¼ to 2½ round, at from 10 to 12 
rupee s a pair. • • • 5090 

Rs 10, 500 worth of Batis · from 16 to 18 cubits 
long by lfi to'l_ 2  cubits round, at 5 or 6 
rupees  a pair . . . .  . J8J.8 ' 

Rs 3 ., 500 wo th of Khariloas , from 8 to 18 cubits
long by ! to l¼ round, at from 2 to 8 annas · · ·each. • • •  l�.200 

Now at the place o f  embarkation the owners of the carts are said to 
clali ver theae  at the following rates : -

Rs . as .  ...E.· 

To 1428  Chaukars at from 10 to  12 rupees a 
pair . 7 ., 964 0 0 

To 5090 Dokars , at from 6 to 8 rupee s  a 
pair . 17 , 815 0 0 

'l'o 3818 Batis'l., at from 3 to 4 rupe es ._a 
pair . 6,:681 8 0 

To 11200 Khambas ., estilnate d on the same 
average rate as the above.  2 ., 164 0 0 

Rs 34,624 8 0 

Fo2rther , the owne rs of the e.arts pay to thc;,se who ; cut and load the · · · 
. timber as follows : -

· :'· .Rs ''l
E•• :  ,;•� : - : 

To 142 8 Chaukar s at 3 for a rupee • • • 476 0 0 

To 5090 Dokara at 4· !'or a rupee • • • 1., 272 8 0 

To 3818 Batis at 6 for a rupee , . .  636 r; ,  4 

To 11200 Kh':Ullbas , estimated at the 
same rate ,  in proportion to • • •  158 14 8 
th&ir value . 

Rs 2 ,543 12 0 

Contd , • • 
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16 rupees for 2 uu n, C i].cutt a are more reasqnable 12 rupe e s  for a boa� ., : 

L2 . 

Arnriya exports near°4' a half of all that goe s  by these river s ,  and 
by doubling each of t he abo ve est:imates we may o�tain one for the wholn '. 
It is �aid that in this part of Morang about 2 00  ·carts ar� employed. 'l'hty 
are said to work six months in the .  year. According' : t6 the �bove est:im:i.tti , 
each cart p3.ys to the woodcutter about 25 rupees a year and sells it s wo od 
at 345 rupe es ,  leav ing' 320 rupees for the expense and profit o f  t he min er • 

. ' 

0 0
A cart is  said te cost 30 rupees , 
the annual ch�ge •n which is 

Rs • ·  

Co:.. t. o f  catt le 2 Bagodha,s➔� ( Sic) . . .  35 , 

Eight common cattle . . . 

Rs 135 

Interest a.t 25 pe r cent. ·· · • • • 33 0 

Kee ping · up the stock at 1/7 • • •  1 9  9 0 

Oil', g hi  and rope . . . 2 0 0 

Food for the 2 large oxen . . . 45 0 0 

Duty t o  t he Nepalese . . .  7 8 0 

Once chief carter, 4 under-carte.rs 
and one herdsman at 12 rupees a 
month . • • •  72 0 0 

Rs 194 13 0 

A duty of four rupe es on each boat loaded with timber is tak en by the 
Government o f  Nepal ., and may amount tn 6000 rupees a year, which wit h 1500 
rupees duty on the ca rts can be well afforded, a� the only price giv en for 

. .  the tilnber to the owner of t he soil . Some 100re exactions (Khurchnh ) are tna4 

· which will probably increase the amount of t he duties to 10., 000 :rupe� s. 

The charges for bringing a loa d  of timber from the place of embarkati<l! 
to the residence of - our merchants are e normous . The boat take s 10 Chaukar s 
worth at tha place of embarkation., 55 rupe e s '. The boat hire is 5 rup8us ; 
2 men ' s  wages , 6 rupee s ;  rope, l rupee ;  in all., 12 rupe es .  T he  chargo 3 t 0  

and 1 rupee for rop� ? ' in all 29 rupees for 10· Chaukars.: 
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The duties ,  the trifle paid to the woodcutters, and one-hall of the 
gain on · the carts are all for �hich credit can be giv en to Nepal, which 
wi ll  fa ll very ;nearly as much short'- e-f what � have taken as the import 
price, as th_e stateme nt on t he Kpsi . T he  exp� - price ought also to be 
raised by the hire given to those .who carry the wood to a distant marke t .  

Down the K9si some of the timer called S isav ( see Tre es No. 87 ) i s  
anmmlly import�d, arrl the �e ater· part is sent imme diately to Calcut ta'. 
'rhe qU2 ntity is about 2000 timbers , from 7 to 9 Durgad.asi cubits (22 inche �� ) 
long and from . 2 to 4 cubits round . In · ge-nera-1 the y  are round logs , but a 
few of great dimensions are squared. Thei:r value at Dimiya is estimated 
at from 2½ to 3 ru.pe '3s a log . The cutter agree s to deliver them at Calcutta 
at fron1 4 to 6 rupe es a log .  They are floated down without the assis t.::".a.nce 
of' � boat ,  b� ing much lighter than the Sal. 

1 .. v ery few tree s , pe rhaps 150 , of the species of Cadre lla_, c& lle d . 
'fungd at Calcutta ani Paungya here , .'t.l.' <- brought d c:wn t he  Kosi , and sent 
to Calcutta. The logs are of the same size as tho se of the Sisav , and 
are ucllivered in Calcutta at from 6 to 7 rupees a log'. 

Pe rhaps 150 logs of a timber called Satsal are also brought down, and 
exporte d to t he same place . It is more fitted for joiners ' work than the 
Sal . The logs are o f  the same length with tho se of the two last-ment ioned 
timb e rs , but are only from l½ to 2 cubits round[ The pr-ice for those 
deliv erable at C alcutta is f'rom 4 to 5 rupees. 

From Bhag alpur a re brought some posts , beams and planks, chie'fly of a 
tree calle d there Sekhuya, whi ch is the Hindi name for the Sal or ShoreQ -
robusta . It is  a ll used in the southern parts o f  the distr:rct:"" 

Canoes are a considerable article of :import from Morang, · and a large 
proportion of them remain in the country, but many are exported to various 
pln ; J S  down the Mahananda and Ganges. They are exce edingly rude in their 
shape, and are not opened by fire as those o f  t he eastern parts of Ronggopu-" ; 
but the tree is flattened on two sides ,  in one • f  which the excavation is 
made, so tnat the transverse section is somewhat thuso- � o. There a.re t:w o 
kinds; Sugis , whic h are s barp at both ends ,  and Saranggas, which terminate 
in a blunt kind of goose -tail head and st ern . The se la.st are by far the 
100st common , and by far the greater part o f both is made of Sal timber'. 
Both kinds are betwee n  18 and 22 common cubits in length. The Saranggas are 
from 11 to 2¼  broad in the beam., at midships , and ar e  worth from 6 to 16 
rupees each, wher e delivared in t'he Company• s t erritory, near the residence 
of t he merchant . The Sugis are from J to l¼ cubit wide ,  and sell f rom 5 
to 6 rso. They are most miserable con�eyances ;  nor is there any of the 
· Sarangg'as so fine as many- procure d near Goyal.para, where the tilr1ber i s  pro · 
bably larger. 
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:l.il�l,;'Canoes made of Sal las t ten years . The c�noea· made of Karma.in ·timber 
tast twtllve years'., aoo are .-about 1/16 part dearer . They are of the same 
sizes -with t hose abOlle :mentioned . Very few ar.e procured. Scme of the eance3 
are also made of the Simal ( Trees No . 56) but none of the se are exporte d.  
Saranggas sell from 5 to 7 rupees each . Eve ry  canoe ,  good or bad, exported 
from Nepal by the Kosi pays' . to the government 1½ rupee s, and probab ly those 
sent by the other rivers pay as much . · · 

P�oughs ready made are importe d from Morang to .' the divis ions adjacent 
· that are bare o f  timber'. ·  

Contd ••'• 
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Regulations On Inheritance 

Mahottari District1 

1 1In case a ryot di.a s without leaving any issue behind, c11d ha s  no uncle , 

brother or nephew within ) generations , his property shall accrue to t he  

goverrur.ent, leaving an amount sufficient fo r  the maintemnce of his mother 

according to the value of such property . "  

Kartik Sudi 10, 1866 (October 1809 ) .  

�Ie stern Hill Region 

among Newars living in areas sitnated between the Ankhu and Gandaki 

rivers in the western hill re giop, sons were not entitled to inherit their 

deceased father' s property, nor was a father ent_itled to appropria te his 

deceased son ' s property. In both cases , the property accrued to the state . 

Orde rs  were issued. on Bai�akh Badi 7 ,  1894 (April 1837 )2 that the system 

should be changed and sons and fathers permitted to inherit and appropriate 

property in the cases roo nt.ioned above . 

¾.egmi Reeearch Coll.actions, 
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Ord/3 r  To Kipat-Owing Chepangs in Pinda (We st No . 1 ) ,  1847 
� ! . • ; . 

,. . � • . · 

From Prime Minister Jung Bahadur, . .  _ . . . . .  . 

To Gore ·Mijhar ,  - Dhane Mi.jhar and all other Kipat-owing Chepangs of 

Pinda (�Je st No . l district ) . '. · . ,  · 

It appears that you ha.v·e .fl.a d  · into forests (for ·  fea r· of)  tr oops sent 

ther e to search for persons e ngaged in illicit movements :rr�m Ne pal 

( i. e .  Kathrnan_d\i Valley } and the Tarai. You have represente d  to the ro'spo ct ­

able people o f  Pinda t hat you have not committed any offense , that you 

fa.el. afraid of coming back to your homesteads and engaging yourselv es in 
1 •• 

cultiva t ion; and that you wi ll .  do so if an orde r assuring you of se clt.rit:i· 

i s  gr.anted. T l.If; matter was then reported here' . A$ you are subj ects, you 
_'

. . 

shoul.d not conuni.t any wrong action. If you do anything against the inter(•':.; -..,.; 
. . . 

of Hi s Majesty, it any per son repo�s the matter here and if you cannot _ 

fa�u inte rrogation, your Kipat lands may be taken away from you and you 

mey bo enslaved along with the other members of your family . Unde rs tand 

this wel.l, and c ome back to and live in your homasteadJ .  Perform the 

custanary .function of attending to the Maul.a (places where sac rifict3 s  art: 

o.f.fc:r od during r e ligious .festivals) and other func'tions assigned to you 

3.0d pay the prescrib ed taxes and levie s.  

Jestha Sudi 15, 19 �  
(May 1847 ) 
(Ragud Resoarch Collections 33/2 0 )  

• 1 
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Judicjral AITangement s For Ga ine Conrnunity, 1850 

From Prime M:i..ni.ster J� Bahadur, 

'l'o Gaine s t hroughou t the Kingdom� 

Bhimsen Gaine and Shyam Sunciar Gaine have repr esented that their 

fathe r ,  Kh andari Gaino, h ad bee n  grante d authority to adj udicate in such 

offen::,3 s as thos e re lating to caste , ttie t aking of cookijd ri ce and. water,  
• •  ' + 

infantici de az:id marriage wit h  slave g irls amopg memb�r s o f  the Gaine 

comnruni ty, but that Gaines ware acting in violation. o·r this arrangane nt .r
::i.nd ,:.....: t:.ing a,s they liked. Hencefo rth, Bhhnse n Gaine am iS't\vam s� Ga:

u 
w 

have be en grante d aut}'l ori ty to di spos e of complaint s 1dt�is re �L.rd, aw.::ard 
, ,

j lls tice , pre scribe punishmen t �ccor ding to the natur e of t.he off en se and 

appropr ate th� c� stomary f�e s . . and penalti�s . Ttie· local ·court . (Amal) sha ll i _r
·. ·. ,- · · ·· :  . .  ··. ' :  

not adjudi cate in SJ.C h mattersr. Gaines shall not be evicte d from tre ir  

lands and homesteads-. We he.reby prerscribe these arranganen ts and re stric­

tion::. ,  which you sh al 1 comply wi th  :fa :i,�h.fully. 

i'llf;h Sudi 7, 1906 · :  . 
( ,fonuary 11350) 
(ite �rui Resaarqh . Collections 33/146 ) 
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48. 

Judi.cial Arr angement s  Foi· Mai thili Brahmans , 1853 

From Prime Ministerr ·  Jung Baha dur , r. 

To Subba. 'I'aksari Dharmanand Jha, Subba Prithvi Lal Jha, Sub edar Sah eb 
Jha, Bichari Shyarn Lal J ha, Dic hari Lal J ha , Bichari Bra.j Lal Jha, Pandit 
Basudev lii.shra, Pandit Chandra Nar.zyan Jha ,  P an dit Harsha Narayan Jh:i,  arn: 
Pandit Krii,hnaj i Jha.r, ' ·  

Along with othe r meuibrar s  o f yoµr c:::aste , you ,  have oo me to our res iden c,· 
at Thapathali a nd made th e fe llowing re pre se ntation to us :r-

' . ; . ' 

11The Dralun am  of our c aste have lo ft s howi.ng re spe c t  to thos e 
whwn ra spe ct i s  duer. Nobody opeys anybody . Ever,v body is incill­
ging as he likti s in co rrupt practice s  whi ch h'1ve  tro dition::i.11· 
be en unknown in o ur  community . Your Jlighn ess has enfor ced 
lo gi8l ation in re sp e ct to all other c a; ta·s . But our c as te ha;:;I
nt>t obtained any suc h  la gislation.r1 1  

It appears t ra.t. the situation has beco me v ery bad becau:;,0 there is nobod:y 
in your caste t o  pro scribe re gulations . Hen cefor th, from Aswin Sud:i. 1� , 1 01 1 1 

(Octobe r 185 .3 ) ,  you 10 pe:r:son s h..:J.VO been grante d authorit y  to pre scribe 
regulations for your castor. Pre s cribe rE: gulations on a cos tomary ta. si s  ic - r  
your caste ,  whic h  have now been co�1travf:1ns d , in co nsultation with ever :·:bcr, l y . 
Di spose o f  all di spute s re lating to caste and cornmensal re lations in your 

caste , axcept thosre re lating to hom esteads ,  monet¥Y t'.ra!1s ':l.ctions ,  subdiv i ­
and lands , an:i the five pri ncipal off'en�c::: . · ·  sion of pr oper ty, cas h, movable 

Disputes which you are m;i.ab le to 
court (Amal ) .  v,hile di spcsri.ng of disput es , impos ing f ine s .,i.nd collo ctinc 
foe s from th u w inning party, colloct amount s ranging f rom Rs 5 to Rs .30 at 
your dis cretion according to th e nature of the disput or. W ith th o pro ceo. ds 
of suc h fino s ,  worshirp GodJ.u ss Guhye :::; hwari, pray ib r vict ory to His i'bj c n:1 
'.iild us and feed Bralm :in s .  In c ase you do no t  award justic e ac cor dilig }o UL 
c ustoms of your c a ste c1nd show favor and partia lit y  for a.nyboqy ,  or t clc0 
brihu :;  and co1m,i t  injus tic e, you shall b u fim d acc <rding to  hw . In cuDo 
anyboJy indulges in pr::i.ct ico s  w hi c h  a re not cus to nnr y  in your caste and de•, : : •  
no t cornply with tho re gula tions pro s cribed by you , exi:u ll him fr om you r c :.d 

Wu �hall not onturtain any c omplaint against you in ca.so s  �1her o you kiv 1.: 
ordero d such expulsion on legitimatc croundsr. 

K&r·tik Badi 10( 1910 
( November 1 8) 3 )  
(Re gmi Ras�arch Colle c tions , 3 3/176 ) 

.,,_ . " i .e . offen ses invo lvring capital punisbm:m tr lif tl  itnpris onzoont ., sb;;.v .i n ·  ,of t he  hca. d and branding for ds gradation to a low er caste and lo ss o r' 
caste. 

http:sb;;.v.in
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C<:>de ·.Framed·· Ihring The Reign 

h9 • . . 

On Rate s  Of Int.aro st 

King Ram Shah (1606-1636 A.D . )  of Gorkha promulgated the foll owing
law:: a -1 

1 .  Debtors are unabla to repay loans in foodgrains obtained by them 
from creditors . Irrespective of the number of �ears , (creditors ) 
calculate intere st for every yeare. Interest thus accumulates 
eve ry year ., even though (debtors ) are . not able to repay their 
loans fpr many years • They are thus never �ble to repay theire. 
loanse. Consequeptly., sane J)(:jopla in the coµntry are neve r able 
to free themse lves from their creditorso., and always remain in 
debt . If (interest ) is  calculated at one-firth ( 2c,-; )  every year , 
( the total amount) beecome s three times (tpe principal amount ) in 
10 years ,  Cre ditor::i shall re ceive three times (the principal 
amount ) according)¥. Even it debtors are not able to repay the 
principal amouQt r.>r int ere st thereon for any nunber of yea rs 
beyond 10., creditors shall not charge intere st from them for · 
ave ry year attar (debtors ) become able to make repayment . C z,3diturs 
shall rece i�e only ,three times (the principal amount ) .  

2.  Debtors are unable to repay also loans in cash obtained by them 
.from creditors • �terest thus accumulates every year irrespe ctiv o 
of tha number of years for which (del:>tors ) are unable to irako re­
payment . They are thus never able to repay their loanse. Conseque ntly , 
some people in the country are never able to free themse lve s from 
t}1eir creditors ., and i-lwaye remain in debt . If' interest i.s calculat; • (� 
at one-tenth (10%) every year., ( the total amount) be coioo doubl.e 
(the principal amount ) in 10 yearse. Creditors ski.l.J. re ce ive double 
(the principal amount )  accordingly .  Even if' · debtorc are not able 
to r epay the principal amount or interest thereon tor any number 
of years beyond lO., creditors shall not chargees :lntore st from th1::m 
for every year after ( debtors ) become able to make ropa;ymcnte. 
Cre ditors shal� receive only double (the principa

l 
amount ) .  

· ¾is 1'hje sty ' e  Government, .. Shri S Surendra - Bik�am Shah Dev Ka Shasan 
Kal Ma Baneko Mlluki AitL i . (ffie Ligal 
of King Surendra)e. Katlinandu s Ministry r;,t Law and Justice, 20'l2 
(1965 ) e. 695-700 Pp. 
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a latter-day chronicler . 

,o . 

It mq be noted that the se l�'WS only so�ht •ic:;: ;givo relle f to debtori 
who were unable to :repay _their loans for long �r;iods of time . They do . •�, not appear to hav!3 impose d . :rny control on t,h,., i r-ates at which c��editors ::
might charge interest from the ir bonds . 2 'l'here is evidence · that current -� 
rates of .interest ware mii::h highe r than 10% on cash loans and 2 0%  on in- . :  
ld.nd loans as prescribed by King Ram Shah.  King Krt�hna Shah (1642-1658 A. 
o f  Gorkha had obtai.m. d a loan of Rs . .3 . 2 0. from · ·a Brahman; the bone w�s 
I'enewed by his succes sor., King Prithv:i. Pati sti.,h _ (1669-1716 A . D. ) in 1715 
A.D. , stipulating interest at 25% . 3 Similarly,· ,King Rudra Shah (165 8-166 9 
A.D . )  of Gorkha stiµ1 1.atad interest at 12� on a. loa,ri obi:ainud by him· from a Brahman, Pratiman Pa.dhya, in 167 ) ·A.D �4 .•· . . .'· . .  

· 

...."l 

2nie Bhasha Vamshavali, a Nepali chronicle , ·gives a different interp� 
0
� 

1tation of the measures taken ·by King Ram Shah, which g ives tr.a 
i111pression that he actual4" sourtit to control current rates 9f 
interest . (Aitihas ik Patra' "• Sangraha, :Part I I ,  P. 51) . Howev e r, the 
text of the laws, as ; translated above , do es not appear to confirm 
this interpretation. 'It appears sa.f'er to base ·our :interpretation 
on the text of the laws them'selve s, rather than on the version of 

3Ramji Tewari (et .  al . ) ( ed) , Aitihasik Patra 5angraha (� Collection 
of Historical lette rs ) .  Part II.  Kathmandu :  Ndpal Cu1tura.l Council,
202..l . .  (1964) . Pp •' . ,o".' 51 •.' . 

4rbici, Pp .  10-11. · · 

(S .B. M.  ) 
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