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PURPOSES OF THE ORGANIZATION

T o co-operate w ith  other Societies in a ’ l  p ra ctica l efforts to im prove 

th e con dition s o f  our fellow -beings, esp ecia lly  th e  n eglected , ign oran t, u n 

p rotected  and debased. T h e M aster bids us go to “  every creature.”

In  conference and co-operation w ith  th e M ayor, D irector o f  P u blic  

S afety , th e  D istrict A ttorn ey, th e  S u p erin ten d en t o f P o lice , the Boards o f  

H e a lth  and B u ild in g  Insp ection , and oth er M un icip al D epartm ents, th e 

Leagu e accom plishes m uch in the w a y  o f  m oral and san itary im provem ents, 

an d  in p ro tectin g  respectable citizen s and th eir fam ilies from  th e d isgu stin g  

con du ct and con versation  o f  those w ho m ak e a busiuess o f  im m o ra lity  

and sow  broadcast th e seeds o f  vice.
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W HAT LED TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 

CHRISTIAN LEAGUE

By  Mr . G e o r g e  G riffiths

C hairm an E xecutive Com m ittee

In  the spring o f 1894, an address w as delivered before the P resb y
terian  Social U n ion  o f  ou r c ity  by  the R ev. D r. M artin , then connected 
w ith  the P rinceton  H ouse w o rk  in the Slum s.

A fte r  the address, the U nion directed the O u tlook  Com m ittee to 
ascertain  w h at could be done to aid in this w ork. D a y  a fte r day, and 
n igh t a fter night, the m em bers o f  the O u tlo ok  Com m ittee sought, by per
sonal visitation, to becom e fu lly  inform ed. In  N ovem ber, the Com m ittee 
m ade a report in reference to conditions existin g, not only in the locality  
o f  the P rinceton  Settlem ent w ork, but also in connection w ith  m any 
o th er sections o f  our city, revealin g a m ost appalling condition o f  affairs—  
m orally, politica lly  and sanitarily,— conditions kn ow n  to com paratively  few  
o f  ou r citizens— congested districts, w h olly  given  over to iniquity.

I am not a pessim ist. I m ost firm ly believe that G od reigns. I  re
jo ic e  in the exten t o f our beloved c ity ;  in its m any hives o f in d u stry ; in 
its im m ense num ber o f  hom es; in its churches and sch ools; in a ll that 
so  la rg e ly  abounds to m ake up that w hich inspires so m any o f  its people 
to  true and blessed lives.

I believe that truth  and righteousness w ill trium ph, but the speedy 
a rriv a l o f  th at tim e is hindered by the shortcom ings o f  C h ristian s— ju s t 
as Isra e l’s jo u rn ey  to the prom ised land w as made long and tedious— by 
reason o f  the sinfulness o f  the people.

W h y  is there comparatively little counterfeit money in circulation ? 
N o t on ly because the cou nterfeiter runs the risk  o f  being arrested and 
punished, but also because n early  all persons are on the alert, ever 
w a tc h in g ; so, i f  citizen s w ere a live to  the honor and true prosperity 
o f  th eir city, the sam e alert m ind w ould characterize them  in reference 
to  w atchfu ln ess, con cern in g all th at w ould advance the best interests o f 
o u r  city.

S la v ery  in ou r land was a terrible  evil, the buyin g and sellin g o f 
th ose  m ade in G o d ’s im age, w ith  all the attendant su fferin gs and h o rr o rs ; 
but con sider conditions ex istin g  in all large  cities, localities given  up to 
p overty , in fam y and crim e, askin g  to be le t alone, and th eir appeal 
gran ted . S tatistics show  that in sixteen  cities, 800,000 men, wom en, and, 
saddest o f  all, children, are a llow ed to live  on, year a fte r year, am idst 
a ll th at is h eart-sickenin g and c r im in a l; so that one o f the w orst lo cali
ties in ou r c ity— yes, in the w orld— h avin g  a w o rld -w id e reputation, 
ex iste d  fo r  n early  a century, a r d  other dark  sections fo r fifty  and seventy- 
five years— buildings kn ow n  by such nam es as S p a rro w ’s Nest, O ld  F o r t ; 
B a n d b o x ; S hootin g G allery, where men stood at each end and sh ot at 
o n e  another; T h e  B lo o d y  P it, w h ere occurred frequent fights, m urders, etc .; 
L o v e r s ’ R etreat, no peace w ith in ; T h e  C r o w ; G reen O n io n ; O ld  B o w lin g  
A lle y , w h ere W ashin gton  played sk ittles; T h e  In-and-O ut, w h ere  knives 
w ere stu ck  th ro u gh  coat tails, e tc .; T h e  B lazin g  R a g ;  S ta g  H all, dance 
h a ll; W abash  H ouse, dance h a ll;  B u c k  H all, dance h a ll;  M urderers’ B rick, 
n o ted  for num erous m urders; M urderers’ D en, a refuge  for m u rd erers; T h e  
D im e, frequented b y  toughs o f  a ll characters, D an d y H all, e tc ., etc.
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A n d  m any o f  the houses are alm ost fa llin g  dow n, no repairs h av in g  
been m ade fo r d ecad es; cellars w ith  w ater tw o  to fou r feet deep ; sm all 
yard s filled w ith  refuse tw o  to s ix  feet h ig h ; ro ofs leak in g  like  a s iev e; 
chim neys alm ost fa llin g ; w in dow s w ithout sash, or sash w ith o u t glass in , 
w in ter as w ell as sum m er, and the interior beggars description, not fit fo r  
a dog-kennel, d ivided into m any sm all room s by on e-fourth-in ch boards, 
som etim es covered w ith  n ew sp a p ers; stairs and floors badly b ro k e n ; m ore 
than am ple ven tilation  th rough crevices in w alls or fram ew ork, an d  
e ve ry  room  crow ded w ith  hum an beings, liv in g  only to destroy, bein g 
in to xicated  m ost o f  the time. B lack  and w hite, aged and young, p ay
in g from  fifty  cents to  tw o  dollars a w eek  rent, gen erally  prom ptly paid, 
fo r robberies o f  from  $5 to $1800, or m ore, from  frequen ters o f  their 
room s, enable them  to  pay on tim e. H ouses purposely unnum bered, o r  
num bers torn  o r rubbed off, so th at strangers taken in and fleeced can n ot 
tell p ositively  the place they w ere in.

M an y o f  these properties belong to estates, o f  w h ich  som e o f  th e  
la rgest and w ealthiest corporations o f  our c ity  are trustees, o r to per
sons w ho w ould  not like it to be kn ow n  that th ey  have been fo r  years 
receiv in g large  incom es from  such sham eful sources. In som e instances 
ten per cent is paid agents fo r the collection  o f  rent instead o f  the re g 
ular five per cent com m ission.

T h u s  it is to the in terest o f  the agents to  encourage this con di
tion o f  things. A s  a result w e see, not m erely here and there an isolated 
house, but ro w  a fte r ro w  o f  houses, square a fte r square, all, or n early  
all, used fo r the m ost infam ous purposes, because property ow ners and 
agents receive la rger incom e from  such tenants.

I hold in m y hand lists o f  badger and panel houses, speak-easies, 
p olicy shops, gam bling dens, etc. Frequ en t m urders, daily  robberies, tak e  
place in these localities. T h e y  are crow ded w ith  men, wom en, boys 
and g irls, not all o f  the m ost depraved classes, but w ho com e, in m any 
instances, from  good hom es in the city, and fo r one hundred m iles 
around, to enter and find death to body and soul.

W e heard of a gentleman who said he did not quite approve of 
the work the Christian League is d o in g ; he believed that if all 
parents would train their children as he was training his, there 
would be no young men going wrong. He was not aware that at 
the very time he was speaking, one of his sons w as a regular 
frequenter of the worst dens in the city.

It m ay be you r son o r you r daughter w ill be tempted. Y o u  ought 
to be interested in w ip in g out such places.

T h e  padding o f  election lists is e xten sive ly  done in such localities.
Just before an election in 1894, th ere w ere  2500 nam es stricken 

from  assessors’ lists in a  few  d ays’ exam ination  o f  several divisions. 
A  large  num ber o f  persons had been registered as qualified voters in 
five different houses kept fo r the v ilest purposes.

A n d  o h ! the crow d s passing th rough such lo c a lit ie s ! thousands 
upon thousands, especially on S atu rd ay  nights, and until three o r fou r 
o ’clock  S un day m ornings— tram p, tram p, tram p as an arm y.

Som e persons have been aw are o f this condition o f affairs, but have 
not know n w h at to do nor w h ere to  go. It  is surp risin g how  helpless 
the individual is to  cope w ith such trem endous evils. A n d  so the 
th ough t grew  upon the Com m ittee that as “ T h e  U n ion  L e a gu e ”  du rin g  the 
R ebellion  did so m uch to aid and strengthen the G overnm ent, so a 
C h ristian  L eagu e m ight furn ish  a ra lly in g  centre, w h ere all could m ake 
kn ow n  their desires' fo r a betterin g o f  conditions and the enforcem ent o f  
l a w ; and this has proven correct, fo r com plaints are received from  all 
over ou r city, and help is rendered.

B u t som e persons say it is best th at there should be ju s t such dark 
spots in a city, w h ere all such evils as w e have nam ed should concen
trate, and leave the rest o f  the c ity  free.
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T h en  w h y not have special localities given  over to instruction  in, 
and practice  of, the fine arts o f  counterfeitin g, fo rg ery , b u rglary, and 
to w ron gdoin g o f all so rts?

No, no; rather make the doing of wrong more and more diffi
cult, and instead of an increase there would be a large and rapid 
decrease in crime.

W h o  is responsible fo r  this appalling condition o f  affairs in our 
c ities?

T h e  authorities have th eir part to bear. “ A  p u blic  office”  should in
deed be a “ p u b lic  tru st.”  Officials, from  the highest to the low est, should 
be a terror to evildoers, but th is has not been as la rge ly  so as it should 
be, especially in the d ark  sections o f  our city. B u t ju s t here let me say, 
th ere is a very  im portant fact w e should keep in m ind, viz. 9

W e have an inherited condition o f  affairs. T h e  present adm in istra
tion  o f  our c ity  governm ent is not responsible fo r the startin g and grow th  
o f  the evils nam ed. It did not origin ate w ith  th e m ; but it is, and its 
successors will be responsible for stamping them out.

T h is  appalling exten t o f  w ron gd o in g should n ever have been allow ed. 
A n  officer having a beat o f  several squares is charged  w ith  the du ty o f  
k n o w in g  and rep ortin g the condition o f  that district. I f  such a terrible 
condition o f  affairs as I have described is a llow ed to g o  on year a fter 
year, decade a fte r decade, th at show s that either the officer is unable to 
understand and do his duty, o r else that he or som e one h igh er in au
th ority  is su bject to bribery. T h e  latter has too often  been the real e x 
planation.

M ore attention should be given  by individual citizens to a th orou gh 
k n ow led ge o f  the character o f  every  m an presented fo r their suffrage. 
T h e re  w ould  be less crim e if  every  m agistrate did his duty in telligen tly  
and honestly. M ore attention should be given  by citizens, to  see th at the 
proper class o f  men occupy this, im portant position.

The bad citizenship of good citizens is largely responsible for the  
shocking conditions existing in our cities. T h e  recogn ition  o f  in dividu al 
responsibility  and perform ance o f  duty has not been lived up to. Y o u  
and I have neglected the true citizen ’s duty, to be on the alert, as to w hat 
is go in g  on about us.

W e  have trodden the beaten paths, to C hurch, to  business, to  social 
engagem en ts, to  pleasures o f  one sort o r another, tu rn in g neither to the 
rig h t hand, nor to  the left, failing  to  do as ou r M aster did, “ W h o  w ent 
about d oin g go od ,”  until l o ! there have growrn up in our sight, i f  w e 
did but look, entire localities given  over to the E v il O ne.

E very  com m unity is w hat its citizens m ake it, or allow  it  to be made.
W e want m ore o f the individual effort, right down among the people  

or the things requiring correction. If there could be found six or eight  
earnest, devoted men, in each ward, willing to give themselves, n ig h t 
and d ay , to  the n o tin g  o f  w ron g th in gs, and re p ortin g  to th e  C hristian  
Leagu e, w ho w ould then con fer w ith the authorities, in sistin g that law s 
shall be executed, undoubtedly th ere w ould  be grea t im provem ent—  
E tern al v igilan ce  is dem anded now, as ever.

“ G od g iv e  us m e n ; A  tim e like this dem ands,
S tro n g  m inds, grea t hearts, true faith , and ready h a n d s;

M en w hom  the lust o f  office does not k i l l ;
M en w hom  the spoils o f  office cannot b u y;

M en w ho possess opinions and w i l l ;
M en w ho have h o n o r ; M en w ho w ill not l i e ;

M en w ho can stand before a dem agogue 
A n d  scorn his treacherous flatteries w ithout w inking,

T a ll men. sun-crow ned, w ho live  above the fog.
In public du ty and in private th in k in g .”
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O n  M arch  19, 1895, T h e  C hristian  L eagu e w as organized , w ith  the 
fo llo w in g  ob jects in v ie w :

1. T o  organ ize  and ca rry  fo rw ard  w ith  v ig o r  and enlarged pow er, 
in the C ity  o f  Philadelphia, the great w o rk  com m itted in com m on to all 
C hristian s, co-operating therein  w ith  other Societies w h erever practicable.

2. T o  con fer and act in con cert w ith  the C iv il A u th o rities in a ll 
m atters w h ich  m ay prom ote the m oral and physical w elfa re  o f  the peo
ple, especially in the suppression o f  v ice  and im m orality, in public and 
in private.

3. T o  provide increased facilities, and to secure C hristian  W o rk e rs  
fo r carry in g  on the w o rk  o f the L eagu e in those parts o f the C ity  w h ere 
the need is tlje  greatest and laborers are few .

4. T o  provide proper homes, especially in the cou ntry, fo r children  
surrounded in the c ity  by  the m ost dep ravin g influences.

5- T o  devise w ays and m eans to assist in the p reservation  and ob
servance o f  the Sabbath, o r T h e  L o r d ’s D a y  ; to  d iscourage the liqu or 
traffic; to prevent the publication and sale o f  im pure literature, and the 
exhibition  o f  dem oralizin g pictures ; and gen erally  to  prom ote such 
m easures as w ill m ake and keep P h ilad elp hia  a C hristian  C ity  in nam e 
and in fact.

Y o u  w ill note the L ea gu e  w as organized , not on ly  to act w ith  the 
authorities in the suppression o f  v ice  and crim e, and to con fer w ith  other 
organization s in prom oting vario u s good  w orks, but also to aid in ca rry 
in g  the G ospel to those in need o f  it, and G od has w o n d erfu lly  blessed 
this departm ent o f  w o rk  am ong the Chinese.

F rom  the beginning o f  our organization, w e have had every  cou rtesy  
show n us by the M ay o r and several departm ents o f  our C ity  governm ent, 
and in ou r efforts to aid in the enforcem ent o f  law , w e have been, as a 
rule, successfu l in accom plish ing excellen t results. Som etim es, not all 
has been done th at w e have asked for. nor, as speedily as desired, but 
yet progress has been m ade, as you  w ill learn from  our G eneral S ecre 
ta ry ’s Report.

Oh ! Christian citizens of Philadelphia, do give attention to what  
is going on about you. Note the thousands, m ostly  y o u n g  lives, being led  
to death, body and soul. D em and that all departm ents o f  ou r c ity  g o v 
ernm ent shall do th eir duty, and also enlist, so far as you  can, as bearers 
o f  the glad  tid ings to every  locality, and as Joab said to the people o f  
Israel. “ B e o f  good courage, and show  you rselves m en,”  for th e  good o f  
our C ity , u n til w e reach that g lo rio u s C ity, w hose B u ild er and M ak er 
is God, and hear the welcom e, “ W ell done, the w orld  is better fo r  you r 
h avin g  lived  in it .”

THE WORK OF THE CHRISTIAN LEAGUE

R e v . C h a r l e s  H. Bo n d

General Secretary

W h en  the P resbyterian  Social U n ion  o f  Philadelphia, in 1894, raised 
the v ita l qu estion : “ A s  C hristian s and good citizens, w h at ou gh t w e to  
do to aid in the reform ation  o f  the m orally  dark sections o f  our c ity ? ” —  
and instructed the O u tlo ok  Com m ittee to in vestigate the U n ive rs ity  S et
tlem ent w o rk  in the Slum  districts— it w as buildin g better than it knew .
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U n d er the leadership o f  the C hairm an, M r. G eorge G riffiths, that 
C om m ittee m ade a th orough inspection o f  conditions w hich had existed  
from  tim e im m em orial, and had been a llow ed to fester and grow , w hile 
the fo llo w ers o f the on ly S av iou r habitually “ passed by on the other 
s id e .”  Some of the most earnest Christians,— in fact, the great 
majority— have been compelled to admit that they have entirely over
looked the sin-cursed regions at home, while making every effort 
and sacrifice to succor benighted ones “ afar off.”  T h e y  did  not 
realize. T h e y  did not think. E ven  i f  their thoughts occasion ally  turned 
tow ard  these unw holesom e and u n in vitin g  sections o f  the city , the tem pter 
w h ispered in to  th eir ears, and to ld  them  it w as useless to com b at “ n eces
sary  e v ils ,”  and try  to  save th e  to ta lly  d e p ra ve d —to “ le t them  a lo n e ,”  
w here th e y  w ere kn ow n  and cou ld  be k ep t in ch eck .

D id  our M aster ever ta lk  to  H is disciples in th at w ay, even when 
re ferrin g  to  the v ery  w o rst?  W e  kn ow  better, and w e had fa iled  to 
“ seek and save,”  because w e had supposed the denizens and v isito rs here 
w ere all a part o f the “ subm erged ten th ,”  and beyond our reach. C h a ir
man Griffiths and his com m ittee, in their report presented to the “ Social 
U n ion ,”  N ovem b er 26, 1894, c learly  proved, from  th eir ow n observation 
and experiences, th at no p ow er could avail except that o f  “ applied 
C h ristian ity .”

“ O n ly  freedom  com es by grace  o f  G od .”  T h e y  discovered the direst 
necessity  fo r the united efforts o f  the C h u rch  o f  C hrist. T h e y  found 
evil encouraged and protected fo r  selfish, political purposes. T h e y  found 
m any w ho w ere fatten in g on the ruin o f  others. T h e y  saw  w h at C hristian  
people had failed  to see— because th ey did not look— that thousands o f 
you th  and little  children  w ere in urgen t need o f  the protective and p re
ven tive  influences, and the active, persistent, continuous efforts o f  the 
C hristian  com m unity.

T h e  O u tlo ok  Com m ittee stro n gly  recom m ended the organization  
o f  a C hristian  L eagu e, to be incorporated and com posed o f  representatives 
o f  all the evangelical churches, h av in g  fo r its ob jects the enforcem ent o f  
ex istin g  law s, th e im provem ent o f  neighborhoods, as to  m oral and san
itary  conditions, co-operation  w ith  other Societies and w ith  the c ivil 
authorities, and, above all, the spread o f  the glo rio us G ospel and the 
recognition  o f  C h rist as the on ly  D eliverer, w hose auth ority  m ust be 
recogn ized am ong the “ pow ers that be,”  and w ithout w hom  no lasting 
good can be accom plished.

T h e  report w as unanim ously adopted, and addresses w ere m ade by 
guests o f  the U n io n : B ishop W h ita k e r o f  the P rotestan t Episcopal 
C hurch, B ishop F oss o f  the M ethodist Episcopal C hurch, R ev. D r. W a y - 
land o f  the B aptist E xam iner, R ev. D r. D u h rin g  o f  the P . E . C ity  
M ission, D ean  B artlett o f  the D iv in ity  School, and others, spoke in fav o r 
o f  the recom m endation.

A cco rd in g ly , the C hristian  L eagu e o f  P h ilad elp hia  w as organized, 
M arch  19, 1895, at H o ly  T r in ity  P a rish  H ouse, and the C onstitution  and 
B y -L a w s w ere  adopted. R ev. G eorge D. B aker, D. D ., p astor o f  the 
F irs t  P resbyterian  C hurch, w as elected P resident. T h e  V ice-P resid en ts 
are R ev. C yru s D . F oss, D . D ., B ish op M . E . C h u rc h ; R t. R ev. O. W . 
W h itak er, D . D ., B ish op P . E . C h u rch ; R ev. H . L . W aylan d , D . D . 
(B a p tist)  ; R ev. W . M . Baum , D . D ., pastor o f  S t. M atth ew ’s Lutheran  
C hurch, and R ev. C. H . R ichard s, D . D ., o f  C entral C on gregation al 
C hurch. T h e  B oard  o f  D irectors, com posed o f c lergy  and laym en, repre
sent fifteen denom inations.

M r. G eo rge  G riffiths, w ho is a prom inent m anufacturer, and a de
voted  C hristian  w orker, w as appointed to  the v ery  im portant position o f  
C hairm an  o f  the E x e cu tiv e  Com m ittee. A ll  w ho have w atched w ith  in
terest the rem arkable developm ent o f  the C hristian  Leagu e, in its prac



tical w o rk  and p ow erfu l influence, w ill attribute its success to the u ntiring 
enérgy o f M r. G riffiths, w ho g ives m uch o f  his tim e to the cause.

M r. John H . C onverse, o f  the B ald w in  L o com o tive  W o rk s, n otw ith
standing his m any business engagem ents and responsibilities, kin dly  and 
fa ith fu lly  serves the C hristian  L ea gu e  as D irector, T re asu rer and C h a ir
man o f the F in an ce Com m ittee.

T h e  standing com m ittees are the E x ecu tive , the M em bership, the 
Finance, the Com m ittee on L eagu es in other cities, and the district and 
local com m ittees. C lergym en  and m em bers identified w ith  any E v a n g el
ical church o r religious society are eligib le  to m em bership. R ev. C h arles 
H . B ond w as appointed G eneral S ecretary  in M ay, 1895, and the L eagu e at 
once entered upon its active w ork.

T o  th at section o f  the c ity  kn ow n  fo r n early  a cen tu ry as the 
“ C oast,”  and g iven  over to vice, im m orality, m urder and robbery— m en
tioned in “ W atson ’s A n n a ls”  as a n otorious resort o f  the low est classes—  
the L eagu e at once directed its attention. T h is  neighborhood sw arm ed 
w ith  dissolute wom en, bo ld ly  so lic itin g all passersby, men and boys, w ith 
ou t le t or hindrance. It was heartrending to see yo un g men, from 
sixteen to tw e n ty  years of age, thronging through these smaller  
streets and alleys, prompted at first by curiosity, but finally many of 
them were lured to their ruin. T h is  region  w as called  th e  “  C o a st,”  
because, in form er years, it  w as a resort fo r sa ilo rs; but m ore recently, 
accordin g to  the testim ony o f  one proprietress, th ey have m ade th eir liv in g  
by  ru in ing and robbing the boys.

A ccom pan ied by the Superintendent o f  P o lice  and several special 
officers, the active w o rkers o f  the L eagu e have gone th rough these dis
tricts w hen the streets and sidew alks w ere crow ded, and im m orality  and 
p ro fan ity  reigned suprem e— w hen braw ling, sham eless creatu res plied their 
unholy business, and held possession, to  the exclu sion  o f  all p u rity  and 
decency. Y e t, in the m idst o f  these sights and sounds, m any little  children  
were to be found, becom ing fam iliar w ith  the low est form s o f  depravity.

S urely , every  c ity  in the U n ited States can learn  a practical lesson 
from  our record. T h is  entire district, w h ich  w as notorious the w orld  
over, has been th orou gh ly  reclaim ed and redeem ed. T h e  w o rk  w as done 
quietly, w ithout the flare o f  trum pets, by the C hairm an o f  the E x ecu tiv e  
Com m ittee, accom panied and assisted by a few  others, and w ith  the ready 
co-operation o f the c ivil authorities and the stron g backin g o f  the 
C hristian  com m unity.

T h e  C hristian  League m oved fo rw ard  into another district, w h ich  is 
but a fe w  steps from  Independence H all, and close to  the social and 
business centres o f  the city. H ere  w ere found conditions w hich w ere  ap
palling, fo r w hites and blacks had settled the question o f  equality in v ice  
by  m in glin g in discrim in ately  and hold in g th eir ow n. in defiance o f  law  
and G ospel. In  som e respects this w as a m ore difficult and dangerous 
field o f  operation, and even at the present w ritin g  the efforts o f  the L eagu e 
are being renew ed w ith increased vigor. M an y o f  the houses here are 
in such a state that it is im possible to induce respectable tenants to occupy 
them , and th is suggests another im portant featu re  o f  the w o rk , w hich 
w ill be referred  to  again. In dealing w ith all these conditions, the 
C hristian  L ea gu e  m ade a new  departure, and, as a prom inent clergym an 
remarked, “ struck the kevnote of success by calling the attention of 
owners of properties to their responsibility.”  In Pennsylvania , the A c t  
o f  M arch  31, i860, provides th at any person w ho k n ow in gly  lets or 
dem ises a house fo r im m oral purposes shall be gu ilty  o f a m isdem eanor, 
and, on conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceed in g one 
thousand dollars, and to undergo an im prisonm ent not exceed in g  tw o 
years. T h e  L eagu e prom ptly notified a num ber o f  ow ners and agents, 
w ith  good results, fo r  w ithin  a few  m onths, in the district know n as the 
“ C oast,”  w ond erfu l changes had been made. Q u iet and order took  thé
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place o f  law lessness, and consternation  fo llo w ed  defiance. “ O ld  th ings 
had passed a w a y ,”  and all w as new . F o r m any m onths it has not been 
necessary to inspect this neighborhood, so com plete has been the tran s
form ation. R ecently, an officer o f  the Leagu e, p assing th rough one o f  
these streets, hearin g a voice, paused to listen, and he re joiced  w hen he 
saw  a fath er lead ing his fam ily  in even ing devotions. T h a t sam e house 
had long been the abode o f  m any w ho w ere “ w ithout G od and w ithout 
hope.”

T h e  purification o f  this d istrict w as a m atter o f  astonishm ent and 
co n gra tu latio n . Such grand results, in the line of reform, had never 
been accomplished, and were considered impossible. O f course, th ere 
w ere m a n y w h o critic ised  aud offered objection s. T h e  saloon keep ers w ere 
not p leased ; the law yers w ho received la rg e  fees fo r  helping poor 
creatu res to  evade the la w  w ere  not sa tis fied ; the men w ho dem anded large  
com m issions fo r  “ straw  bail”  w ere  not delighted, and the lazy  “ pim ps” 
w ho w ere  supported by th e m erchandise o f  body and soul w ere  in dig
nant and disgusted. P rob ab ly  Satan  h im self w as disturbed.

L e t it be fu lly  understood th at the C hristian  L eagu e neither prose
cutes nor persecutes. W ith  the law  in one hand and the G ospel in the 
other, it labors fo r  the betterm ent o f places and people, and exten ds the 
hand o f  rescue to those “ in the depths”  w ho sincerely yearn  fo r a better 
life. The “ Kind W o r d ”  circular is freely distributed, offering te m 
porary and permanent homes to  a ll who, lik e  the p rodigal, com e to  th em 
selves, and prefer th e F a th e r ’s house to th e stran ger’s husks. T h e sam e k in d ly  
fee lin g  is exercised  to w a rd  any unfortun ates w ho are in distress. In  the 
v e ry  m idst o f  the m ost re vo ltin g  scenes the officers o f  the L ea gu e  have 
m ade th eir w a y  to  the bedsides o f  the sick, sum m oning m edical aid, and 
do in g  all in th eir p ow er to a lleviate  suffering. M an y parents, unable to  
liv e  in better neighborhoods, have com plained o f  the exam ples set be
fore th eir little  children, and the L ea gu e  has been prom pt to protect 
them.

A n d  now  arises a question w h ich  frien d s and foes have alike p ro
pounded : W hat becomes of these people when you have driven them  
from their haunts ? W ell, doubtless th ey  “  still l iv e ,”  as w e h ave  no r ig h t to 
deprive them  o f  existence. M an y scatter them selves in other localities 
and m any continue an evil course. O n e th in g is certain, h o w e v e r: the 
origin al conditions cannot be reproduced. A  congested accum ulation o f  
seventy-five years m ay be broken up in th at m any days, but, w ith carefu l 
inspection, it w ill n ever becom e as bad as before. In  this case scatterin g 
weakens. P lease  g iv e  attention to the fo llo w in g  reply g iven  b y  an E p isco
pal m issionary, w hen this question w as put to  him. H e  s a y s : “ Scattering  
this evil is not like scattering poison,— to spread it, but like scattering  
fire,— to stamp it out.”  T h is  is true. T h en  w e m ust con sider the general 
effect o f  such w o rk  as the C hristian  L eagu e is doing. In  all parts o f  the 
c ity  law breakers are m ore cautious, less prosperous,— fo r their v ictim s are 
also alarm ed,— in constant dread,— fo r the C hristian  L ea gu e  presses all 
com plaints from  reputable citizens, rich o r poor. T h u s  the w a g g in g  head 
o f  the evildoer is brou gh t low ,— hidden in sham e and fear, and the w ay 
o f  the tran sgressor is m ade m ore difficult.

S till, re ferrin g  to  the question as to w h at becom es o f  the inm ates o f 
houses o f  im m orality, the L ea gu e  has the m ore recent records o f  quite 
a num ber o f  w om en, men and child ren  w ho, by fo rce  o f  circum stances, 
have either w illin g ly  o r  u n w illin g ly  been com pelled to alter th eir w ays. 
O n e wom an, w hose you n g son lived  w ith  her, has bought a little  hom e in the 
country, g lad to have her boy rem oved from  form er scenes. A n oth er 
wom an, w hose husband w as a drunkard, becam e proprietress o f  a house 
o f  ill-fam e, th ereby supporting her fam ily. S h e w as arrested, w ith  m any 
others, and im prisoned. In  a few  days her daughter, a respectable m ar
ried wom an, requested the L eagu e to intercede fo r  her release, p rom ising
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to take her m other to her ow n hom e and to keep her aw ay  from  the old 
life. A  proprietor, in fa ilin g  health, gave  up the “ busin ess”  and m oved 
to  a farm  in N ew  Jersey. T h ese  are but a few  cases to prove th at p rac
tical and perm anent results are attained. A t  the request o f  civil auth or
ities, the L eagu e has v isited , w arned and advised those w ho w ere  form erly  
engaged in u nlaw ful pursuits, and w ho are now  being encouraged to m ain
tain them selves legitim ately and respectably, w hile, at the sam e tim e, 
th ey  are m ercifu lly  spared from  present punishm ent fo r past m isdoings.

O f  course, w e can understand w h y m any w ill critic ise  all m easures 
and m ethods o f  reform , but w e  m ust rem em ber th at the evil spirits  in 
the cou ntry o f  the G adarenes prayed to be let alone, and not to be “ to r
mented before the tim e.”

The Christian League does not confine its efforts to the districts 
known as the “ Slu m s,”  but responds to complaints from all parts of 
the city. A  recen t com m un ication  forw arded to  the D irector o f  P u b lic  
S afety , covered seven pages and contained th irty  grievan ces, w hich 
represented P o lice  D istricts, from  the Second to the T w en ty-fifth . 
N eith er is it the special w o rk  o f  the S ociety  to  close houses o f  bad 
repute, but to use its influence fo r  the enforcem ent o f  all the law s o f  the 
C om m onw ealth, and fo r  the m oral and san itary im provem ent o f  all sec
tions. It co-operates with the Sabbath Association in demanding the  
proper observance of the Lord’s Day, and w ith the Law and Order 
Society in opposing; violations of the license laws. T h e d isp lay  and sale 
o f  im pure literatu re  and indecent pictures, and the exhibition  o f  ob
jection ab le theatrical and v arie ty  perform ances, are v igo ro u sly  d iscour
aged. P o ol sellin g has been abated, la rg e ly  th rough the efforts o f  the 
C hristian  L eagu e, a n d 1 u rgen t appeals to  the G overn o r and L e g is
lature have availed  in the p ro cu rin g  o f  w holesom e Jaws.

U p  to the present tim e the L ea gu e  has had the fu ll co-operation 
o f  the c ivil authorities, w h ich  is g ra te fu lly  ackn ow ledged and appreciated. 
Judge Beitler (formerly Director of Public Safety), writes as follows : 
“ Y o u r  w o rk  w as so em inently practical, and conducted in such a satis
facto ry  m anner th at the doors o f  the D epartm ent * * * w ere 
a lw ays open to  y o u .”  C ontinuing, he speaks o f the good judgm ent, 
patient zeal and in defatigable  w o rk  o f  the officers o f  the Leagu e, w hich, 
he says, “ dem anded m y adm iration, and m ade me w illin g  and an xiou s 
a t a ll tim es to  do fo r  you r S ociety  w h atever could be done by the D e 
partm ent o f  P u blic S afety . * * * / sincerely hope your League  
w ill be strengthened, so that the good w ork done may be continued.”

F ro m  tim e to  tim e, conferences have been held w ith  the M ayo r and 
heads o f  departm ents, w h erein  com m ittees from  the L eagu e, com posed 
o f  prom inent p rofessional and business men, have brou gh t to the atten
tion o f  the authorities certain  m atters o f  serious im portance in the in
terests o f  good governm ent and better police supervision.

A ccom pan ied b y  inspectors from  the B oard  o f  H ealth, a com m ittee 
o f  L eagu e W o rk e rs  has in vestigated com plaints o f  unsan itary conditions, 
and hundreds of nuisances have been abated. W h ile  engaged in this 
inspection it w as discovered, b y  com paring the list o f  registered v oters 
w ith  the inform ation  gathered, th at the ro lls had been “ padded,”  and that 
little  fram e houses occupied by three or fou r men furnished from  fifteen 
to  th irty  voters on election days. A  dog and a cat had been registered 
as entitled to the sacred righ t o f  franchise.

O n  these sam e trips the com m ittee found m any w ooden buildin gs so  
dilapidated and dangerous as to be unfit fo r hum an habitation. C om 
plaints w ere  prom ptly m ade to  the B ureau  o f  B u ild in g  Inspection, and 
the houses w ere  condem ned. M an y have been torn down, w h ile  other 
cases are pending in the L a w  D epartm ent.

R eferen ce has been m ade to the untenantable condition o f, such prop-
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erties as an obstacle to  the C hristian  L e a gu e ’s w o rk  o f  im provem ent in 
som e localities. T o  overcom e this difficulty a determined etfort is being  
made to destroy all traces of these miserable abodes and erect a better  
class of dwellings, w h ich  w ill a ttract m ore desirable tenants, w ho find 
em ploym ent in the business centres w ith in  a few  blocks.

T o  this end the L eagu e u rges capitalists and others seekin g in vest
m ents to  consider the practical philanthropy, com bined w ith  security  and 
a  reasonable incom e o f  fou r o r five per cent, w h ich  w ould  fo llo w  a m ove
m en t o f  th is k in d . The Slums of Philadelphia, as they were, have  
passed aw a y, and if the Christian League is sustained and encour
aged, will never be allowed to return. T here are no necessary evil?. 
T h e  evo lution  o f  n eighborhoods, w hen la w  and order are enforced, b rin gs 
in  better classes, w h o  are m ore reliab le  as citizens and tenants.

T h ro u g h  the efforts o f  the L eagu e and the response o f  the “ pow ers 
th at b e ,”  a large number of additional electric lights have been 
recently placed in small streets and public squares, and neglected, 
dangerous streets and alleys have been repaved, thus being relieved 
of pools of stagnant water.

In N ovem ber, 1896, a  C hin ese M ission  School w as established in 
C hin atow n  b y  the C hristian  Leagu e, and a m ost excellen t w o rk  is being 
accom plished.

In conclusion w e w ould  su ggest the form ation  o f  C hristian  L ea gu es—  
interdenom inational— in other cities. B altim ore is now  con sid ering this 
question, and w e  have inquiries from  the far W est, from  C alifo rn ia , from  
the South, from  ou r ow n  and several n eighboring S tates and the 
D om inion o f  Canada. T h e re  should be a N ational L eagu e o f  C hristian s, 
m ovin g m igh tily  again st law lessness and corruption  in h igh and lo w  
places, and con tendin g earnestly  fo r good citizenship and good  go ve rn 
m ent. W h y  are w e  nere? If the “  powers that b e ”  are ordained of 
God, let us help Him to make them w hat they should be,

" H e  is not a freem an th at can do w h at he w ill, but he th at w ill do 
w h at he should.”

T h e re  is no dan ger in m ix in g  good religion  and good politics. D an 
iel W eb ster sa y s: “ W h a tever m akes a m an a C hristian  m akes him  a 
good citizen .”

THE LA W  AND THE GOSPEL IN “ CHINATOWN.”

By  F r e d e r ic  Po o l e

Missionary in Charge

T h e  C hinese M ission  established by T h e  C hristian  L ea gu e  in our 
local “ C hin atow n ” — R ace, betw een N in th  and T en th  streets— is now  too 
w ell kn ow n  to require w ords o f  introduction. It  has becom e one o f the 
recogn ized evangelistic  and educational agencies o f  Philadelphia. C ircu m 
stances and environm ents create needs, and it is now  gen erally  conceded 
that there is no benevolent or C hristian  institution  in this c ity  m ore im 
p eratively  needed than is this M ission  to the Chinese.

T o  ou r m any staunch friends w ho take a deep interest in this w ork, 
and to others w ho, h avin g  heard a little , desire to  kn ow  m ore, this b rief 
account o f  w h at has been, and is being, accom plished is resp ectfu lly  sub
mitted.
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W h ile  the w o rk  o f  the M ission  is m any sided, and o f  an intensely 
practical nature, y e t the ch ie f ob ject o f  a ll ou r labors is kept constantly 
in v iew  by all ou r helpers, and ever held up as pre-em inent before  those 
w hom  th ey are seeking to  uplift, nam ely, th eir con version  to  C h rist and 
developm ent in service. A ll  other phases o f  the w o rk  are m ade strictly  
subservient to this g lo rio us end.

T H E  S C H O O L

T o  im press the C hinese w ith  the advan tages o f  W estern  civilization, 
and to  assist them  to  a proper appreciation o f  ou r law s, as w ell as to 
prepare their m inds fo r the reception o f  C hristian  truth, an adequate 
kn ow led ge o f  the E n glish  language is n ecessary; so the first attraction  o f  
the M ission  to  the you n g and am bitious fore ign er is the opportunity to 
fre e ly  obtain such kn ow led ge. T h e  result is that on evenings devoted to 
th is w o rk  our school room  m ay be found crow ded to its utm ost capacity 
w ith  bright, intelligent you n g men, w ho patiently apply them selves to the 
instruction  given  by an earnest and devoted staff o f  C hristian  teachers. 
W e  regret, how ever, th at this w o rk  is grea tly  ham pered by an in
sufficient corps o f  assistants. F o r  exa m p le: a gentlem an interested in 
the school called one evening, and observed how  each teacher endeavored 
to divide his attention betw een from  tw o to fo u r Chinam en gathered about 
him, each at a different stage o f advancem ent. A s  he w as about to leave, 
a you n g Chinam an, sittin g  by a table w ith  a com panion, h av in g  a book, 
but no one to  explain  its strange characters, lifted  his intelligent face w ith  
a hu n gry expression  and said, “ Please teach u s.”  C hina has com e to us,—  
ready, w illin g  and an xiou s to  learn. A n y  in telligen t m an can teach, as w e 
use the parallel texts . E v e ry  pupil should have his ow n teacher. W ho  
w ill vo lu n teer? L e t  him  w ho w ould  re jo ice  to  teach his L ord , w ere  H e 
in such need, consider H is w ords, “ Inasm uch as ye do it unto one o f  the 
least o f  these, m y brethren, ye  do it unto m e.”  T h e  school is the step- 
p ing-stone to

T H E  Y. M.  C .  A.

a g ro w in g  organization , w h ich  now  rejoices in a m em bership o f  n early  
tw o  hundred, its re ligious m eetings being held every  S un day even in g on 
the second floor o f  the building. T h e re  is no m ore in teresting o r encour
ag in g  sight than to  see this room  filled w ith  Chinam en w ho, w ith  deep 
in terest depicted in every  countenance, and w ith  earnest reverence, 
listen to  the p reach ing o f  the G ospel by  the m ore advanced o f  their num 
ber, elected by them  to fill these honorable positions. T h e  preach ing is in 
th eir native tongue, and is the result o f  a fa ith fu l study o f the Scriptures. 
T o  hear these brigh t-faced  boys v o lu n tarily  engage in prayer, and heartily  
jo in  in the sin g in g o f  C hristian  hym ns, w ould  su rely  convince the m ost 
skeptical as to  the valu e o f  th is m issionary enterprise.

T h ro u g h  the kindness o f  the B ald w in  Locom otive W o rk s, a bell has 
recen tly  been placed in position, w h ich  announces the hour o f  service 
th rough ou t the neighborhood.

It is w ith  inexpressible jo y  that w e are able to  report that du rin g  the 
com p aratively  sh ort h isto ry  o f  the M ission — a y e a r and a h a lf— eleven 
you n g Chinam en have been led to in telligen tly  accept the doctrine o f  
C hrist, and on public confession  o f  their faith  have been b a p tize d .a n d  
received into fellow ship  w ith  the vario u s E van gelical C hurches o f  the 
city. W h en  w e con sider th at one o f  the first m issionaries to  the C hinese 
labored ten years before ga in in g  his first convert, w e thank G od and take 
courage. N o r is this all. F rom  far aw ay  places in this and sister States, 
Chinam en wend th eir w a y  p eriod ically  to Philadelphia, and m any from  idle 
cu rio sity  have w andered into the M ission  and listened to  the sto ry  o f  the 
C ross, and w e are p rayin g  that in the quiet o f  their cou ntry laundries the
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seed thus sow n m ay spring up into E tern al L ife . In  this w ay w e are 
helping to bless and elevate not alone the tw o  or th ree thousand C hin ese 
resid in g in this city, but also hundreds w ho m ake this, their “ M ecca,”  a 
periodical visit.

T h is  organization  is also supplying w o rkers w h ose p riv ilege  it w ill 
be, by  precept and practice, to still furth er develop C hristian  ch aracter 
am ong their countrym en in Philadelphia. M r. L e e  H ong, w ho from  the 
in auguration  o f the A ssocia tion  has been its popular and w ell-b eloved  
President, is now  prep arin g to  equip and q u alify  him self fo r the m inistry, 
that he m ay be yet m ore efficient in bis labor o f love.

T H E  O. E .  S O C I E T Y

w h ich  is c losely  a llied  to  the Y .  M . C. A ., holds its m eetings each M on
day evening, and is p ro vin g to be a m ost im portant factor in the C h ristian  
developm ent o f the you n ger converts. L e d  by one o f  their num ber, w ho 
expounds a passage o f S crip ture selected on the w eek  previous, the m em 
bers o f the Society, one a fte r another, w ill stand up and g iv e  utterance 
to  th ough ts upon the te x t as it appears to them , and in this m anner gain  
confidence in th eir ability  to  testify , and are strengthened for still g rea te r 
activ ity . T h u s th ey m end th eir nets fo r the service o f  H im  w ho is  
graciou sly  m akin g them  “ fishers o f  m en.”

A F A R - R E A C H I N G  W O R K

T h e  influence o f  such a w o rk  is not lim ited to  this city, or, indeed, to 
this country, but is far-reachin g. M ost o f  these Chinam en anticipate re
tu rn in g to  their native land, if  on ly fo r a b rief visit. T h e y  com e to us- 
as heathen ; they return as C hristian s, to  bear w itness to the pow er o f a 
liv in g  G ospel w ith  that fac ility  w hich the F oreign  M ission ary, stru gglin g  
con tin uously w ith  the difficulties o f  the language, can never acquire. W e  
realize, therefore, that in this u nd ertaking w e  are not on ly  brin gin g th ese 
people out o f  heathen darkness into the ligh t o f  the T ru th , but w e are 
train in g  them  to supplem ent the efforts o f  the F o reig n  M ission ary  in th e ir  
ow n land.

A  strik in g  exam ple o f th is truth  w as afforded recen tly w hen one o f 
our b righ test and m ost p rom ising boys, h av in g  lost his life  at the hand o f  
an in toxicated  A m erican , w as given  C hristian  burial from  the M ission. 
S o  im pressed w as his heathen brother by the sym pathy, kindness and as
sistance rendered th at he is seriou sly  con sid ering a change o f  faith . A n  
aged relative, likew ise  a C onfucionist, sent w ord  hom e at once th at his 
son should be sent to the B ap tist M ission ary  School in Canton fo r the 
rem ainder o f his education. T h u s  the boundary-line betw een hom e and 
foreign  m issions is ofttim es hard ly  discernible.

A b o u t fifteen m onths ago, th rough the kindness o f  M r. John H . C on 
verse, and in response to th eir ow n applications, endorsed by the C hristian  
L eague, several C hinese boys w ere  adm itted into the B ald w in  L o com o
tive W o rk s  to  learn  the trade, w h ich  w ill enable them  to assist in 
operatin g the ra ilroad s now  being constructed in China. T h e  C hin ese 
M in ister at W ash in gto n  has officially expressed his approval. H e  thanks 
the L eagu e fo r the interest taken in his countrym en, and th inks there is  
good prospect fo r  them  at hom e w hen th ey  have com pleted th eir ap
prenticeship.

A S O U R C E  O F  B E N E F I C E N C E

T h ro u g h  the D isp en sary  connected w ith  the M ission  w e are enabled 
to do a C h ristlik e  w o rk  in healing the sick,— and not a few  have had 
their th ough ts turned to  the G reat Ph ysician , as our doctor, A . G eorge 
B aker, M . D ., sk illfu lly  attended to their physical ailm ents, and at the 
same tim e k in d ly  and ju d icio u sly  spoke to them  o f  a still .greater need.
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In  addition, w h ile  w aitin g  fo r treatm ent, the attention o f  patients is at
tracted  by S crip tural scro lls and cards, inscribed in fam iliar characters, 
m ingled w ith  native decorations adornin g the w alls o f  the several room s. 
P a ssag es from  the B ib le  are also found on p ill-boxes and bottles w hich 
th ey  ca rry  to  their hom es w ith  th e necessary p rescrip tion ; and it is im 
possible to estim ate the influence o f  these silent G ospel m essages.

W e  are indebted fo r that indispensable appendage to  a dispensary—  
a  set o f  su rgical instrum ents— to the teachers and scholars o f  the C hinese 
S u n d ay  School, w h ich  m eets at B road  and Colum bia avenue, and to our 
h ighly-esteem ed friend, M r. A lb e rt O etin ger, fo r his continued goodness 
and gen erosity  in supplying the necessary drugs fo r the D ispensary.

"  C H I N A T O W N  "

has fe lt the influence o f  this C hristian  M ission. A p a rt from  any other 
source o f gratification  and encouragem ent, the v astly  im proved m oral and 
san itary  condition o f  the neighborhood attests unm istakably to the fact 
th at our labors have not been in vain.

F o r  years the w o rd  “ C h in atow n ”  had been synonym ous w ith  every  
form  o f  evil, until the u n savory  reputation w h ich  it had thus acquired 
w as, in  the estim ation o f  the average  person, unacquainted w ith  the facts 
in  the case, attributed to the dep ravity  o f  the C hinese located there. B y  
o u r efforts in th is colony w e have been enabled to th row  considerable 
ligh t on the true conditions w h ich  there prevail, and w hile w e do not desire 
in  the least to  condone the evils peculiar to  the Chinam an, ye t in all hon
esty  w e  are com pelled to state that these unfortun ate conditions have been 
intensified ten fo ld  by the con gregation  and settlem ent there o f  lew d  and 
la w -d efy in g  characters other than M ongolians.

T ru e  reform ative  w o rk  is im partial. W e  w ere com pelled to m eet and 
deal w ith  thè conditions as they existed. T h e  m otto o f  T h e  C hristian  
L eagu e, “ T h e  L a w  and the G ospel,”  has been repeatedly verified  in its 
d u al application in this colony in relation  both to C hinese and to others 
w ho obstinately  refused to listen to frien d ly  adm onition, and persistently 
in du lged  in acts w h ich  w ere in open violation  o f  the law . Supported 
by the hearty co-operation  o f  the c ivil authorities, w ith  w hom  w e ever 
seek to  w o rk  in harm ony, w e  have succeeded in rid d in g  this com m unity 
o f  som e o f  its w o rst and m ost degraded characters ; and w h ile  there still 
rem ains m uch to be done alon g th is line, w e appreciate the testim ony of 
those w ho have lon g kn ow n  this neighborhood, that “ C hin atow n  to 
d a y  is not w h at it w as tw o  years a go .”

T h e re  m ay be som e w ho are not aw are  that a heathen tem ple is 
m aintained opposite to the M ission, w h ere idolatry, pure and sim ple, is 
p racticed  daily, ju s t  as it is in C entral China. A  significant event, illu s
tratin g  the influence o f  the M ission, occurred recen tly  w hen at the form er 
a  new  d eity  w as installed w ith  im posing cerem onies, and at the sam e 
hour the school had a la rger attendance than ever before.

T h e  purpose o f  the M ission  is tw ofold . Just as th rough the law  the 
evild oer is restrained, so th rough th is “ H all o f  H appiness and G lad 
T id in g s ”  a positive influence is exerted  over the lives and destinies o f  
the C hristian  Chinam en o f the c ity  by  afford in g them  a place for daily  
social resort, free^ from  the subtle dangers that surround them  in this 
quarter. It is their “ c ity  o f re fu ge .”

P R O T E C T I O N  F O R  T H E  O F F R E S S E D

T h e  practical n ature o f  our operations is n ever m ore forcib ly  illu s
trated  than w hen the M ission ary  responds to a p itiful appeal from  a 
C hinam an w ho com plains th at he is su fferin g from  m alicious perse
cution. M an y youth s w ho have been better instructed, but w ho, kn ow in g
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o f the C hin am an ’s ign oran ce o f  the E n glish  language, and o f  his long- 
su fferin g disposition, take a  despicable advan tage o f  his helplessness and 
m ake life  a burden to him. W e  recognize that such conduct is not only 
uncharitable, inhum an and u n-A m erican, but that it a lso tends to increase 
the C hin am an ’s conservatism ,— to em bitter his spirit, and thus render 
m ore difficult every  effort put forth  for his elevation. M oreover, it raises 
a doubt in his m ind as to the truth  o f  the sentim ent exp ressed  in the 
G olden Rule.

T h e  m eans w hich w e have su ccessfu lly  applied to  restrain  and punish, 
w hen necessary, those w ho w ere  found gu ilty  o f these u nw orthy acts, 
have born fruit. T h is  hum ane in terferen ce has proven a m eans to  an 
end. T h e  laundrym en thus protected have had th eir prejudices scattered, 
and m any have been induced to com e to the C hristian  M ission  to find 
know ledge. T h is  n aturally  engenders a spirit o f  independence, and 
enables them  to  su ccessfu lly  grapple w ith  the difficulties daily  con fron t
in g  them  in their life  and peculiar vocation. W h ile  the p riv ilege  o f 
citizenship in this great, free  land is denied the Chinam an, yet he possesses 
certain  righ ts w h ich  cannot be ignored. T h o u gh  an alien, he is entitled, 
because o f  an international agreem ent, to  fu ll and adequate protection 
accordin g to the law s o f  the land.

T h e  m ost strik in g  illustration  o f  the need o f  in form ation  on this 
subject w as afforded us in connection w ith  a  case w ith  w h ich  w e had 
te deal in a n eighborin g city, w here a Chinam an had been m ost bru tally  
assaulted by  a ga n g  o f hoodlum s. O u r appeal to the P o lice  D epartm ent 
and the C h ie f E x e cu tiv e  o f the c ity  w as m et w ith  cold  indifference. 
R ea liz in g  th at if  this condition o f affairs w as allow ed to continue no 
C hinam an in the city  w ould  be safe  from  outrage, w e com m unicated the 
facts o f  the case to  H is  E x cellen cy  the C hinese M in ister at W ashin gton , 
and th rough the regu lar adm in istrative channels the delinquent officials 
referred  to w ere speedily m ade to realize their blunder, w ith  the result 
th at the C hinese o f  that c ity  are now  v ery  rare ly  m olested. T h e  
kn ow led ge o f th is successfu l interposition, w h ich  in volved international 
interests and diplom atic representations, had the desired effect o f  w in n ing 
the confidence o f  ou r protégés, and im pressing them  w ith  the ability  o f  
th eir C hristian  friends to protect them . In all efforts put forth  in this 
direction, w e ask no special p riv ilege  fo r these people, but desire  only 
th at the law  o f  G od, upon w h ich  is based ou r ju d icia l system , be applied 
alike to  them  as to others. “ Y e  shall have one m anner o f  law , as w ell 
fo r the stranger as fo r one o f  you r ow n cou n try .”

T H E  F A C E  B E H I N D  T H E  C U R T A I N

T h is  b rief description o f  C hin atow n  life  w ould  be incom plete should 
w e fail to  speak o f  the sad and pathetic condition o f  the half-dozen  
Chinese wom en resident there. W iv e s o f  prosperous C hinese m erchants, 
they are kept secluded in  u p per room s, and th eir v ision  o f  the outside 
w orld  is lim ited to  w h at th ey m ay see from  their closely-curtain ed 
apartm ents. T h e  dull m onotony o f  their lives is enlivened on ly by  the 
com panionship o f  little  C hinese g ir ls  brou gh t from  hom e to  w ait upon 
them.

C hinese etiquette prohibits these ladies from  appearing on the street 
and m in glin g w ith  others. In  addition, the physical d isability  o f  one or 
tw o o f them  w ould  render such an attem pt im possible; fo r th ey are v ic 
tim s to the fashion  w h ich  in C hina requires the m other to  bind her 
infant d au gh ter’s feet so tig h tly  that th ey are crushed out o f  shape, and 
furth er gro w th  prevented, w ith  the result that at adult age she is able 
to w ear shoes w h ich  m easure no m ore than three inches in length.
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O n e or tw o o f  them  live  near to the M ission, and their w in dow s are  
in variab ly  th row n  open w hile our services are in p rogress so that they 
m ay listen to the singing. T h is  is p ractica lly  all th ey hear o f  the "Jesu s 
D o ctrin e ,”  except w hen som e o f  our C hristian  ladies are perm itted to enter 
their room s, and as w ell as they are able, speak to them  o f H im  w ho died 
and lives fo r them .

W e  are g lad  to  be able to say, how ever, th at these w om en and 
children, aside from  particulars ju st m entioned, are w ell treated.

B u t one case o f  cruelty  and abuse has com e to our notice. O n e o f 
these little  g irls, “ C h o y,”  w as su bject to ill treatm ent at the hands o f 
her m aster and m istress. W e  speedily cam e to  her rescue, and by legal 
means had her released from  her bondage, and she is now  en jo yin g  the 
com forts o f a C hristian  hom e and the blessing o f  an A m erican  school 
education.

It is im possible, in this lim ited sketch, to re fer to  the num erous in 
terestin g features and encou ragin g incidents o f this grea t w ork. T h e  
w hole su bject has been m erely touched upon, but w e m ost earnestly  hope 
th at w h at has been said w ill appeal to  the reader in such m anner as to 
prom pt p ra yerfu l sym pathy and practical aid.

W h ile  our M ission  is the ackn ow ledged headquarters o f  all C hinese 
w h o are interested in m atters p ertain ing to  education and C hristian  
teaching, ye t w e  seek to w o rk  in h earty  sym pathy and co-operation w ith  
all the C hinese S un day Sch ools established in the c ity  fo r betterin g the 
condition o f  this long-neglected p e o p le ; and it is our constant end eavor 
to rem ind ^he m any con gregations in P h ilad elphia  o f  th eir responsibility, 
and to u rge  them  to establish local classes in connection w ith  their ow n 
schools.

It is pu rely M ission ary  w ork, and should th erefore  appeal to all w h o 
love  H im  w ho bade us ca rry  the G ospel to the heathen. It is a w o rk  
o f  education and enlightenm ent, as w ell as o f  benevolence and protection, 
and as such m ust com m end itse lf to all w ho have at heart the true in
terests o f  hum anity, and are jealo u s fo r the fa ir  nam e o f  the “ C ity  o f  
B rotherly  L o v e .”



C h e  C h r i s t i a n  L e a g u e

IS IN URGENT N EED OF FUNDS FOR ITS G E N E R A L  

AND CHINESE WORK

IF  O N E  H U N D R E D  F R IE N D S , who approve the “  Law and 

Gospel ”  w ork o f The Christian League— who are anxious to 

reclaim “ OUR CITY FOR CH RIST,"— who, w ithout neglect

ing Foreign Missions, believe in educating, civilizing and saving 

the heathen in our m idst,— natives and aliens,— w ill contribute 

O N E  H U N D R E D  D O L L A R S  E A C H , or pledge themselves 

to raise that amount, the L eague will be freed from debt, and 

enabled to accomplish “ greater things than these.”  Or, if  

T W O  H U N D R E D  F R IE N D S  w ill become L I F E  M E M B E R S  

at F I F T Y  D O L L A R S  each, this end w ill be accomplished. 

W e ought to have F I V E  T H O U S A N D  A N N U A L  M E M B E R S  

at O N E  D O L L A R  each, per year.

W ILL  YOU BE ONE?
Remember, this kind of w ork Prevents Poverty, Pauperism and Crime

C O N T R IB U T IO N S  of any amount, large or sm all, sent to the 

Treasurer, M r .  J o h n  H. C o n v e r s e ,  500 North Broad 

Street (Baldwin Locom otive W orks), w ill be gratefully 
received and duly acknowledged.

If there is anything w rong in your neighborhood, requiring 

the attention o f the authorities— -either police or health— send 

word to the office of T h e Christian League.



FORM OF BEQUEST

„*¿*,.5* i?*

I give and bequeath to The Christian League 

of Philadelphia,

and the receipt of the Treasurer shall be sufficient 

discharge to my executors far the same.


