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161. 

Ban QO EnsJ ayement, 1865 A.:Jh. 

A translation of the A.D. 1918 Law on Enslavement and 
Traffic in Human Beings was given in the �gmi · Research_
Series (Year 12, Nos. 1-2, January and February 1980, pp. 

· 8-22). Accordin� to Section 1 of that law: 11In the future. 
no person shall be s9ld or purchased as a slave even with·
his consent. 11 

Inasmuch as Prime Minister Chandra Shumshere J.B. Rana 
(1901-1929 A.D.) was in power at the time of the promulgation 
of this law in 1913 it appeared to be the prelud e to the

1· finaJ. abolition of 'the system of slaverv that he decreed 
in 1924. ·(11 An Appeal for the Abolition of Slavery," . Rec:mi 
Reseafc}1, Series, Year 4, Nos. 11-12 (November-December 1972),
Year ,' Nos. 1- l+. (January-April 1973). 

However, it was not Prime Minister Chandra Shum she re, 
.. · but Prime Minister Bir Shumshere (1885-1901 A.D.) who appears 

to have taken the initial step toward abolishing the system 
of slavery. He assumed the Prime Ministership on Kartik 
Sud i 15, 1942 (November 22, 1885) after the ass assination
of Prtme Minister Ranoddip Simgh (1877-85 A.D.). Effective
the follo��ng day, Marga Sudi 1' 19�2 (November 23, 1885), a 
law 1 enslavement • was passed imposing an ab�o ute ban on 

. /

(Governmept of Ne al, "D�d�Sejayako'1' (On Fines and .
Penalties) M 1 k Ain (eg' ode) � Naxal, Gorkhapatr�··t 

·Press, 19?, 191 . A.D.), Section 4-3/. 

It j c; interesting that Trime Minister c:1andra,ShumsiJ.c:1·1:: 
made no reference to this reform measure of Prime Minister 

. Bit' Shumshere in his A.12peal for the Abolition of Slavery
·•. ,- (op. cit.)' ., Perceval. Landon has similarly credited Prime 
· ·Minister Deva Shumshere (11arch-June 1901) with having

made "the first attempt to aboli�h slavery on any large 
scale" by proclaiming "that the femaJ.e slaves of Kaski and 
Lamjung1 the two large estates attached to the office.of 
Prime Hinister, were free women." (Perceval. Landon, Ne;pal 

. · (reprint of 1918 ed,), Kathmandu: Ratna Pustak Bhandar, _'

. · 1978, Vol. 2, P• 164. 
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Mcno�cly Trade ir Cigarette� 

Kharidar Krishna Prasad �:r.d Tihairav Prasad, residents· 
of Bhotahi ti i:r;i. Kathmandu, had been granted a monopoly
i n  the trade in cic;arE.ttes in the_ Ra..'1a Prime Minister's 
Rajyi3. of Kaski-L2.I!ljung for a two year period from Chai tra 1,
1959 (March 14, 1903) to Fslgun 30, 1961 (March 13, 1905) •. 

· The total payment stipulated by them under the monopoly
amounted to Rs 100 a year. 

On Marga 5, 1961 (��ovembur 19, 1904) Prime Minister 
Chandra Shum 1shere ordered that the monopoly be granted to 
Principal Babu Bo.tukrishna Haitra for a three-year period 
from Chai tra· 1 .,_ 1961 (March 14, 1905) to Falgun 30, 1964 
(March 13, 190�) without -inviting bi9-s, 1 

-
1 . 

. A supplementat7 order was issued on Poush 3, 1961 
(December 1.7, 19ot1-1 waiving the legal b"an on the grant 
of such monopolies to aliens as well as the requirement 
of personal surety. . , 

Under the monopoly, Principal Babu Batukrishna Mai�ra .w-:, ci required to pay Hs 258. �O yearlyi or Rs 774.80 during
the three years for which tne monopo y was valid. 

The following regulations were promulgated in the name ·· of the monopolist:-
...

(1) In case anyother person trades in cigarettes in the 
area under your. juri sdiction'7 take him to the Rakam 

, BarJ,J.obast Adda (Revenue Administration Office) • He 
· shall be punished wi th confiscation of l+is goods· for 
the first. offense. If he repeats the offense,· his 
goods shall be confiscated, and a fine of an .equal
amount shall be imposed. 

(2) No duty shall be collected· ·on cigarettes brought for 
·the use of His :Maje sty, the Pri!fle Mini'ster, etc. 

,:- '(3) Action shall he taken as mentio.ned 'above if cigarettes 
are smuggled in by Nepali or British Indian post or 

· · · 
otherwise. 

(4) Customs offices have been ordered not to collect any 
duty on cigarettes imported by the monopolist, rrincipal.
Babu Batukrishna Maitra. However, consignments shall be 
opened for customs inspection. 

The amount stipulated by the monopolist was payable' in .· 
.· four installments amounting to Rs 64.80 in Baisakh,'. and

Rs 64.50 each in Shrawan, Kartik and Magh every year during
the three-year period. No remission was allowed in any · ,
circumstances. 

. ' 
Chai tra 3, 1961 
(March 16, 1905) 

:��gxn1 Research Co11ection, Vol. 78, pp •. 48lt-.88. ,'
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Me anwhile the monopoly trade in c i gare tte s in othe r 
p art s  O.:..-. the Kingdom had be -.;n given out to the following· 
p e rson s ;  

( 1 ) .  Subb a Kalid<J.S Upadhyaya f o r  K athmandu Valley on payment 
of H ohar Rs 7 , 000 ye arly . 

( 2) · Bhai rav P rasad Upadhyaya fo r the hill re gi on, excep t  
Kaski and L amjung , , on p ayment of Mohar Rs ?20 ye arl"y . 

( 3) Kri shna P rasad 1Jpadhyaya for ' . the T arai regi on , on p ayment 
of Kai11p ani (I ndi an) 11s 2 , 530 ye arly .' · 

·. 

.. · . ,' . 6n the expiry of thei r te rm,  f:re ah bids we re /1nv1 ted .  
· The· hi'ghe st bid s we re · offe red by P rincipal Babu Batukri shna
M ai tra. The ;;1e we re as  follows : -

," Katl'.llllandu V a)_;ley M ohar Rs  22 , 551 . 83 . . � 

\: Hill re gion (Excep t
Kaski and Lamjung • • • M ohar Rs 1 ,

. 
1 35 . 28 

' ' 

T ar<J,i re gion •, . .  I ndian Hs '3 , 584.' 1 0  (annas) ' . 
· . On Pou sh 3 , - 1 961  (De c embe r 1 7 , 1 904)' , - Prime Mini s te r' . · 
C handra Shum she re orde red that the monopolie s be granted' · 

_ to the P rincip al . ·  'r he leg al re s tri't_ti on on the grant o f  
. .  such monopolie s to alien s , as we ll as  the re qui rement s o f  
!, pe rsonal surety, :.,we re waive d . The monopolie s we re vali d 
t ·for a three-ye ar te rm .  Re gulations as mentioned above in 
· the c ase of the K aski-Lam jU1.6 monopoly we re· made · applic able 

·;. to the se monopolie s '· also . The amounts _ sti pu·lated by the 
: monopoli st we re p ayable in four . e quaJ. ins t alment s  eve ry 
i re�r! . 
� ,· � t ,.i :·-- ; : .  ' ' ' . 
· Chaitra 3 ,  · 1  961 
.' . (M_afCb. 1 6 ', ; 1 90'5)  
t-:· ;_;� �/ · • ; ,::, ' •\ - · ;_ · _  ;,:: ·. : . , ; ' . ' 
':·Regmi' :R� se arch C olle c ti on , Vol .  ?8 , pp . ·488- 94.  
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filstori c al Document s  on t he Use o f  the 
S ac� .'hre ad 

· Royal Orde r  to Ga;r"bhu 

, , ,  . , "Your ance stors were Bogat.es from Bog tan .  For two or 
· , three'·· generation s, they remained indigent and be gan to 

work ·  as' · ba rbers for a living . C onsequently ,  they lost both 
their sacred thread and the .. cas te o f  Bo gate . 

r • 

: · · · · np1eaSed u s  by your servi ces, our fa th�r (i . e . King 
. Rana Bahadu r Sl;lr.ih; , res tore d both to you on the occasion 

. · of P:i s sacred- thre n.d-investiture ceremony . Howe ver no 
· formal -order was i ssued be c ause o f  o ther preoccupati·ons . 

. . . 
.• .  '. . . . { 

"As ordered by our fathe r, we hereby re store' · the sacre d 
thread and the Bogate caste to the sons , g randsons , arid · 

· othe r de sce.ndan ts of you r father, Amar. Undergo expiation · , . . ... 
on an ·  au spiciou s day in the manner pre.scribed in the dharmashasti 
and perform your sacred- thre ad-investiture ceremony and wear 

. the sacred thread with. a Brahman as pries t • .Join your relative s 
of the Bogate c aste and o ther persons fr om whom you can take 
c9oked rice and ;i.nte rma;rry . · 

· _Jestha Badi 3 ,  1 857 
. (May 1 800 )  . 

Regmi tle search C olle ction ,  Vol . 37 , p . 180 '! 

' puily-Dailekh
I 

· . \ ' Roy� ·order'· to people be longing to t'11e Thakuri' Khadka, . _ 1_Thapa, Bohora, IU sta, Rokaya and Budathoki c ommuni -cies in �
DuJ.lu-Daile kh: · . ·  . ·· . . . · · · . 

"I t appears you had been t radi tionally we aring the sacred 
thread . I, n ·  recent ye ars, howeve r,' . we have. received report s  
that you wear i t  only durin g  the sacred- thread-i nve stit1:1re 

. ceremony and late r . pu t  it off .  We he reby grant you pe rmission_ 
. to wear the sacred thread cons tantly after once putting it 
. on du ring .the inve sti ture ce remony . lje ar the sacred thre ad • .
Pe rform your daily ri tual fur1cti ons � ni tya-karma) .  I f  you 
di scard the se function s and pe rform evil ac ts, you shall 
be li able to severe punishment.'1 1  

Magh Badi · 1 , 1872 
( .J�uary 181 6) 

Re �i Re search Collection , Vol'� 42, pp. 1 87-88 ; 

�ge·_ Bherj,-Mahakal]. Re gion' · ·  

)'. ,< ':�oyal ,, Qrde r  to C hau tariya Bab ar .Jung Shah: "We ha,ve . 
re ceiyed .reports that chaos (bibande j )  prevail s  in the · • � 
region situated between the Bhe ri and M ahaka11 rivers - · · . .  
:,�,r!u�e...t 
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. _ · .  ' .  · • r·· . · 

(a) C astes and communities that ha·d traditionally
be e n wearing the sac red thread have been prevented 
from doinis so.  

(b) C astes an d  c ommunitie s that had tradi tionally not 
worn the sacred thread have been pennitted to d o 
so withou t an ord er from us ,  

(

(c ) Brahmans , Rajputs , Khas ,  Khastya and othe r ¢astes 
an d  c onununi ties use the same hookah in common • 

11\'111.�'n you reach the district headquarte rs ( gaunda) , issue ., . 
orde:rs pe rmitting � . · . . .  . 

( a) Persons belongin g · tc;> eligible castes and c ommuru, ties · 
to wear t)1e sac red · thre ad, ,and 1 

(b) Brides and bride'groons to u se pal anquins ( dol a) _
on the day of their we dding . · . 

''You are 
. .
a,l s o  empowerecl. to impose penal ties 

. 
on both 

.. parties if anyone has sanctioned the use of the sacred 
· thread -to any member of any caste or community that has _

tradi tionally not been weari ng i t , as well as to those who 
share the same hookah "P. th people b�longing t_'o di fferent . . · · •  
9�SW$.  

' ' We he'reby p ranul g�te ·the following :regulations. . . ·  . ' ' ' 
· for- the 

· _/future_; . � ' s . . . . 
•·' .. ·  . .  .. . . .  . . . 

. 

: : ( 1 ) Pe rsons belonging to cartes and communi ties that have , 
traditionally : not been wearing the sacred thread shall •
not do so wi"thout royal pe nni s s;i.on.  

· ( 2) Pe ople . shall not share the hookah with castes and . 
comrnuni ties other than thei r own . 

; ; ·M agh: aap.1 9 - 1 a9a . 
. ,: ( January 18f..2) 

Re gmi Research C oll.action, Vol . 31 , p . 1 21'. 

******* 
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4, ·92� 

Watu 

-- �:2, 574 ·  

Budankhel , Kaldhara, 

.::7.- -�- -�- . · , _ · _ ,':. - :.; > · :. - ·. _ : .,._: ::·./,:-i_-f:·,'.'l:\· ;/j, ... ·, _ _ �

Population o�thmandu Towna. 

(Base d  an a censu s of households taken 
on Je stha Sudi 2 ,  _ 1 9 1 1 (M ay 1 854) 

Tol : House �  Populr-1tion Women -- . !:!fill 

Makhan 1 , 1 59 9 , 60 3  4 81+-8 4, 65'5 . ' 
: T angal 1 , 31 1  9 , 322 4, 399 
Asan . t, 256 8 , 9 1 0  4, 893 4, 0 1 7 

. ·. ·, 

1 , 1 69 9 , 603  5 , 05 1  4, 552a. 
..: wabc3.hal 71 3 5 , 097 • 2 7 98 · ;, ' .  2,  299 

. ' > . .  , : · · - :- ; 
M aru _ . . .·_ 913 6 , 532 3 , 455 3 , 07? ' 

Lagan 833 5 , 1 00 2 , 695' :. 2 , 4o5 

Mustibahal . : •  8?4 .a. · · 4, 3'72 . .' . ! 
1 , 798 · < , 

Suburban are as 81 6a. 4, 31 9 . 2 , 527 1 , 792 : . .
( Lazimpat , Narainhi ti ,  
Jamal , Kamalaji ,
Tundikhel , T ripure shwo r, 

I kh�)okhari-Paknajol ,
etc . , · _ . _a. . 

� Total 9 , 0 39 6_2 ,  858 33 ,864 ·  · 28 , 994 

******** 

Kulonooda Jha 

. ' A. ' di strict-level adminiastrative system eme rged only
afte r  the be ginning of Rana rule . During the fi rst part of' 

. the nineteenth century, such , e as senti al. func tions · ina· areas  . · ,
· "othe r · ,than K athmandu Valley as defense against exte rnal. · : . · .- ' 

aggre s sion, the maintenance of law and order, and the 
c·o11ection of  revenue we re the re sponsibili ty of military 
autho:ritie � in far-easte rn and far-we ste rn Nepal .  In the 

· hill . . area$ i\round Kathmandu Valley , de fense was not an isstle . . 
;:,.9t. : prim�ry- c:oncem;  while the o�her functions l!lentioned ab9ve · 
i'; we re  d:1.scl].a,rged by l andlords (birtaowners , .  jag_irdars) - and :. . . ..�. i jaradar� . q_t: variousa :. cate gorie s ,  

· . ,  : - : : . ;; , ,  ' 
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1 6? .  

I n the e as te rn Tarai re gion ,  civil admini stration and 
revenue c :)lle ction we re both u sually a s signel t o  revenue
farme rs or  i � aradai,:� . I jaradars we re not salaried offici al as
of the gove rnrnent j  thei r inc ome con si sted be tween what they
had stipulated for payment to the gove rnment and what they 
ac tually collecte d  from the pe asantry .  The j_ j ara sy stem , at 

: the same time , did not me an a continual bidding fo r hi ghe r 
pa�ents . The re i s  eVidence to believe t.riat at time s  i .i aradar.s, · 
we re �o appointed in c onside rati on of the i r  capability,  
expe ri ence and inte grity . C onse quently, an individu. al  who 
po sse s sed the se quali tie s  o ften di scharged revenue func tions 
under tJ1e i jara ::;ystem for long pe riods of  time without any 
break; . albei t  not in the same field . · 

;'./ ·  . .  l<uJ. ananda Jha appe ars to  have been one of  such individual s .
:· on available evidence , hi s  c arro.r as an 1 j arada,r st re tched
ove r to at le ast 25 ye ars , from the beginning of  the Nepal­

_·Briti sh war in A .D . 1 8 1 1+  to the end of  Bhimsen Thap a'  s P r!me 
' Mini ste rship in A ·. n .  1 837 . Even the re afte r ,  he was grante·� 
an i jara for the collec tion of revenue on jagi r lands of -.--�
Bhimsen Thap a  in the e aste rn T arro. di strict s ,  which the 
gove rnment had re sumed afte r Bhimsen Thap a '  s death • .  

' ' . 
·· 

_ KuJ.ananda Jha p robably belonged to the small community 
o f  M aithili Brahmans in K a,tbmandu . Anothe r membe r of thi s 
c ommunitya, Hiral al Jha, also  appears' to have followed a 
similar c aree.r as an i i  arada,;r: . Hi s caree r will f,o rm the
sub ject-matter of anothe r article . 

'rhe info rmation tabulated below i s  admittedly inc.ample te ,
The re  is  a. gap bet·wc en Vikran: :1 1 88 1  and 1 883

1 
but one doe s 

not know whethe r it  was in Kulananda Jha ' s c aree r as an 
i j aradar or  in the documentation .  Addi tional information
about , Kulananda Jha \dll be pre sented in the Re gmi Re se arch 
Se rie ;-:; if  and when de tected or obtained , 

.,Vikrruna ,; 
M�rga :Baadi 1a . ,  1 87 1  to I jar� for c ollec tion · or rents,Ki3,rtik _ _ Sudi.: . 1a872 anda axe s on lands unde r kut 

tenure . (1+2/79) I· 

Aswiri Sudi 2 , 1 872  Thre e--ye ar 1.ial:a for  Se ra lands 
assi gned to hatti sar in T okha ,
Kathmandu di strict . ( 1+2/8 2) 

I jara for c olle c tion of Kascharai 
· tax on c attle graze d on both 

side s  of the T ri juga rive r as1well as we st of the Kosi rive r .  
(1+2/281+) 

Fousll Badi l+ ,  1 875 One-year ij ara for colle c tion of  
. . .. , ·  • - ' ;  

i s  .. ·• : ·  .1 . : revenue from mi scellaneous comme rcial 
source s in the central hill region .  
(42/459.,64) . .  

http:individu.al


( 42/477) . . 

Bhadra Badi 2 ,  . 1 875 

Je stha Badi 4-, 1875 · 

Magh Badi 1 1 , 1875 

168'. 

One-year 1. Jara for colle c ti'on of 
nirkhi tax in central hill
re',:;ion ,  (4-2/352)· 

One-ye ar i jara for colle ction of 
Kapas  bhan s ar and other dutie s 
in  the central hill region . 
( 42/291  ) 

One -ye ar 1..JBIE for reve nue­
c ollection ,  civil adminis tration,
e tc .  in Mo ran g di st rict .  . 

As si gned t o  scrutiny birta 
g rant s  and dete nnine boundarie s 
in the easte rn T arai regi on. 
( 43/374) 

. 1 879 Ll..aJ:a fo r c ol le c tion of  ni rkhi 
tax until Shrawan 1 879. · ·  

· (4-3/346) 
I 

1 879 I jara for revenue collection,
civil administration ,. etc'. 
in Mo ran� dis tric t .  { 43/339) 

1 880 De puted to scrutini ze accounts 
of re venue collections in Bara, 

,; ,,. ' P a rsa and Rautahat . ( 33/491 ) ·. /:: 

Baisakh Sudi 1 5 , 1 884 One-year i.iara fo r  revenue :_;;.:1
colle ction and ci Vil admin:ts trat:i_gl 
in S ap tari-M ahottart'. (43/213) · - --� . "'1 

Bh a dra Sudi 5 ,  1 8 85 Rec onfi rmed as do·. ( 43/ 1 30, 1 53) \ 

Cha.i tra Badi 6 ,  1 8 85 One-year i iara for ope ration 
o f mines in Chepe/Marsyandgi-
Bheri re gi on . '· (4-3/1 92) . - · .  

. . I:
: - ; 1 892 . '· Chief administrat or, Bara, Parsa; 

Rautahat 1 Sa ptari-M ahottari . 
(45/65 , 1 98-99) · 

Bhadr� · Badi , 1894 I .iara for c ollection of revenue 
on jagi r  l a nds of Bhimsen T hapa
in Bara, P ars a, Rautahat and
Mahottari . (351493- 94) . · 

********* 



f�tte rs . · As ;for the Damai ; · 

. ,., . ' , .  -::·f . , • . ,•,· • ' . 
... 

., Q.rui....§.1 aughter 

A brie f note on the ban on c ow slaughte r had be en given 
in the first i ssue of the He gmi Re se..,a��rie s  a dec ade 
ago . (Ye ar 1 ,  No . 1 ,  November 1 ,  1 96 9 ,  pp . 1 5- 1 9)a. T he 
following i s an r.ttor.ipt tv pre sent the sub ject  afre sh in
the li ght of additional evidence . 

· · . Cow slaughte r was tradi tionally ba·:med in the diffe rent 
te rritorie s canp,ri :::ing the ·pre sent Kin.:.;dom of Nepal . Fathe r 

. i Deasideri ,  who vi sited Katl1mand1;1 =!,-D early 1 7 22 ,  n·oted that 
1 1 the people have a most superti t1ous  vene ration fo r cows . 11 1 

· Another Chri stian m • i s sionary similarly reported . from Kathmandu . . 2in 1 74o that " cow ldlling is puni shed ·wi tn d.e atli1 I n Jumlaa
al a ao,  a ban had b�en enfo rced on cow slaugl.i.tea

3 
since be fore, _"·athe GorkhaJ.i • con�ue st of that region ;in 1 78 9 .  . 

The re  i s  no evidence that the ban was e ffe ctively e nfo rced . 
· Thi s was so  particularly in the inte rior mountainou s re gions . 
I ndeed , for a long time afte r the conque st ,  the gove rnment 

, · did not inte rfe re ,-,hen beef-eating c ommuni tie s slaughte re d  
cows . The inhabita.'l'lt s of Solukhumbu , fo r instance , continued 
to slaughte r c ows in c on side ration of an annual fine , c alled
_£hokho,- danda, which they paid to the loc al authori tie s . ,This . 

· was  done apparently without the kn�wledge of the central 
· authori tie s ,  rna· 1 806 , when the gove rnment received report s 
· that · cow slaughte r  was allowed in Solukhumbu on payment of 
� : the ·  chokho-danda · fine , 1.t sentenced  the guilty pe rsons to 
. · death or exile . A ban was impo sed on cow slaughte r,  and any 
· pe rson who slaught� red c ows in contravention .of  the ban was 1 • 

:_·, sentenced to  death, and the rr .:-mbers of hi s  f:::mily we re enslaved . 
j_ 

· .a. 

. . ,\ ,' : Howeve r,  pe rsons guilty of cow slaugl-ce r  we re lucky i f 
· they were puni shed only wi th death or  enslavement " O ften the .
puni shment inflicted on them was much more horrible . I n  e arly 

· 1 806 Kathmandu re ceived report s  that a Damai T angnam Village,: o f  the we.ste rn hill region had beaten a c ow with a stick, 
witp.. the re sult that the animal died .  The local admini strato r  

,. then c onvened a mee ting o f loc al people t o  di scuss the case • 
. The _ me eting acquitted the Damai . Late r, howeve r,  the . matte r 
w�� re ferred . to the gove rnment court , whi ch he ld the Damai ·'. guilty of the crime . through trial by ordeal • .  The case was then 

r re ':re rred to Katbmai:idu for final deci sion .  The government 
· •  ther�u.pon dec ree d t,hat the local people who we re pre sent at
the mee ting whiqp. ·had acqu;i. t,ted .  tt,J.e Damai shoulq be punished 
wi th  fine s and tbe local admini strator sent to Ka throandu in.. . ·· · 

1Cut off ne sh from hi s b a_ck,  and puta. salt anda. · ·a
c onden sed citrus juice on the wound, . M ake hima·· 

.. e ata. the ne sh himsel f �d kill him .  _ ·  .a. ' . . 
Punishment for killing oxen was equally seve re a. I n  1 8 1 0 ,

;_,re·pgrt s we rea. received. that . �om�, peopi� · b�+9nging to _the .. _· Pun· ·  communi ty in Salyan had purchased ari ·  ox for ·two rupee s 
·,and slaughte red it •. ,The following royal order w�� then i s sueda· . 

· " ·'to . the. chie f �  adxnini�trator , of .tne district:  · � - > . _ ,  ·· . .
' ' \ ··� O .,- i � .' ,.- ' • O' • • ,, '• 4 • .  • " ' • ' O j 
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Persons who conuni.t the heinou's c rime of slaughtering 
oxen i n  a ,  Hindu land sha 1 be n aye d alive ,  impaled ,
or hanged u p 'side down un ti l they are dead. Th eir 
prope r.ty shal:-_·l .be confiscated a nd m��bers o f  the:i: r 
families shall be ensl ave d .  b · 

Note s  

· 1 ,  Cited in D.R. Rugmi, Me dieval Nenial , C alcutta, Firma K . C . 
Mukhopadhay , 1966 , pt . 2 ,  p.  1 011. 

2. Ibid, p. . 538 . 
· ·r .. 

J .  1 10rder Regarding T axation Judi cial Customs etc i n  ,_ .1Ju.rnla', " C hai t r a  Badi 6', 1 b85  (M arch 1 829) , .tte gmi Research 
Colle ction, Vol'. 43 , p. 1 89 .  

· .l+ . ·  " Order Re garding Chokho-�anda i n  Solukhumbu , 1 1 Baisakh 
Sudi 8 ,  1 863 ( Ap'ril 1 806 , ll219,., Vol . 6 ,  p . 769 .  

5' .  HRoyal Orde r to Bichari Hi rananda Ti wari,'" · Chai tra Badi 30 ,
1862 (March 1 806) ,  � , Vol . 6 , p'. 748. · 

6 . ,  "Royal Order Re garding Puni shment for Cow Sl aughter in 
Salyan , 1 1  Bhadra Badi 3 ,  1 86? ( August t81 0 ) ,  Ibid, Vol. 39 , 

. .  p . 31 8. · 

* * ):: ;:� * * * 

The Poli tic al  I-Iistory of Dolakha 

�-JDhanava j ra Vaj racharya and T ek Bahadur Shres.tha, Dol akhako 
· Aitihasika Rupare l{hiJ. (Hi s torical outline of Dolakha)' , Ki rtipur: 
(Institute of ·Nep al .and A si an Studies, T ribhuwan Unive rsity, 

2031  (1 971+)'. Chap te r  II � "&j anaitika I ti hasako Ruparekpa" . 
. ( Outline of poli'tical his tory) ,  pp. 1 4-50. . . . 

> • - '� - ' 
, 

. , �Conti nued from the October 1980 issue) ! 

Economic Prosperity and C i rculation of Silver Coins 

Had I'ndra Simha Deva c onfine d his efforts to se curing
gre ate r autonomy for Dolakha1 thereby b ringing about a split 
in the state of N 3 pal, this in itself would not have been 
important , He had also made intere sting e ffort s  for advancing 

'. the ,. .  e.qonom�.c pro spe ri.ty . of Dol akha, At that time ; trade · with - .- ·•-· 
Tibet .: was one of the main sou r ce s of -revenue. Such trade had 
bee'!l s�arted du ring the _  Lichhavi period and was going in 

·. du7:l-ng' the medieval pe ri od al so', The ru.J.e rs'·- of Dolakha tried .  
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to c ontro1:':,---�"ade • .  As indic ate,_.., U jo ta Devtt Ja:' 
the fi rst Dol atha rul n r  to  h. re ini'ti atc d.  e ffo rt s in thi s 
re gard. I ndra Simha Deva aJJpears  to have 8.Chieve d  c onside rable · 
succe s s . Thi s  i s  c onfi rmed by hi s abili ty to ci rcul ate hi s 
own silve r c oin s . 

Nep al ' s  hi stori c al  re c ord re gardin g an indepe ndent c oinage
sy s tem has bee n r.:t.he r poo r . During the JTI(� di c: val pe rio d ,  the 
rule rs of mo st r8 r:j  ons of  �TC:; 1:, al u se d I ndi an  c oins . I n  K athm :mdu 
Valley , Mahendra f� rJ.la was the fi r s t  F� al la  rul e r to  b ring 
silve r c oin s (ti,Qhn.1:) into circu.l ::.�ti on . T hi s  e xplains  why the 
moha.rs in ci rcula ti on at that time we re cus tomarily c al le d 
M ahendra Malli c oin s �  · Ho wcve r ac c o rdin g  to M ohan P ras ad1KhanaJ. , I ndra Simha Deva had c i rculated hi s  own M ohar c oins 
long be fo re M ahendra M alla did so , (N epal al<a. Kehi M allakalinr1 

· �lekha . ( Some in scrip ti ons o f  Nep al du rin g  t he. Malla pe rio d) , 
pp . 1 2- 1 3 , This  vir:: w would appe ar to be c o rre c t  i f  one i s  to 
t ake into a c c ount the gap betwe en the re i gn s of  M ahendra Mal la  
and I ndra Simha D ...;va . N arendra Malla rule d Kantipu r  until
668 Ne p al.e ra . ( Shankar M an Rajvamshi , in Pu rnim,a N o . 3 ,  
pp . 29- 37 )  . Al thoue;h M ahendra r-1alla func ti one d as an a s si s tant 
to hi' s. fathe r long be fo re that ye ar,  he could not mint c oins 
i n hi s own name so  long a s  hi s fathe r wa s alive .  I t  has been
p rove d that M ahendra M all a had died in 6 94 Nep al e ra .  ( Dilli 
Raman Re gmi , Me digval Nepal , Vol . 2 7 p .  42)' . From thi s it
bec ome s  cle ar that M ahendra Hall a had ci rcu lated c oin s in 
his own name some time be tween 680 and 6 94 Nep al e ra . 

On the othe r  hand , in sc rip tion s rel a ting  t o  I ndra ' Simha 
Deva are avail able only up to 668 Ne pal e ra . Afte r that 
ye ar,  Dol akha was ruled by h::_ .s s on s .  "'The vie w  that I ndra 
Simha Deva had minted hi s own c oins long be fo re Mahendra 
Mall a i s  reinfo rced al so by the ab sence of  any re fe rence 
to ·tbe ye ar in the c oins o f both I ndra Simha Deva and M ahendra
M alla. I n  our vie w, I' ndra Simha Deva mu st h ave ci rcul ated  
hi s c oin s in  666 Nap al 1 e ra,  inasmuc h as  an in sc iiip ti on of  
that ye ar avail abl-3 at the Rani Durb ar c al'.l s bim "Ra j adhi ra j a"
( Ai tihasika S am a r'll ( Hi s to ric al mate ri al s ? No . 1 6) ,  Alte rnative ly �  
he mus t  have m�ntecl the c oin 2.fte r the c onclu sion of the 
we ll-known T re aty c f  l' ashup &ti, that i s ,  in 668 Nep al e ra . 

Nep al had •. to impo rt sil ve r from I ndi a to min t silve r 
c oin s , be c au se i t  di d  not huve any si lve r mine o f  it s o wn .
I t  had t o  p ay fo r silve r i n  g old.  At that time , Nep al  ob tained 
gold u su ally from 'i'ibet .  I ndra Simha D eva of Dol alma impo rte d  
gold  from T ibe t an d  silve r  from I ndia , I n  thi s conte xt,  i t  
i s wo rth remembe rin g that P ri thvi N arayan Shah to o  had 
minted silve r c oins in hi s own name . Wi th the c on solidation 
o f  hi s  yi c to ry in Nuwakot , he c ontrolle d the t rade route to
T ibe t vi a  Ke rung . M.-ien Dol akha was annexed to Nep al . it be c ame 
e asy to e stabli sh c omme rci al inte r  c our se wi th T ibe t  through 
the Kuti rou te as wel l .  P rithvi N arayan Shah then e s tab li she d  
relati ons wj.- th the Lrunas · o f T ibe t . T hi s  enabled him to impo rt 
gold from that state , and maintain contac t s with t rade r s  
from the pl ains  through whom silve r was p rocured from I ndi a .  
Thi s i s  now Prithvi Narayan Shah was able to mint silve r 
c oins in, hi s. own nar.ie . Seve ral document s shedding li ght on 
thi s fact have alre ady been publi shed . ( Ramji Tiwari ·e t .  al ,
Aitihasika Patrasargrnha, p t .  2, PP !! 78-86)  . 



668 Nepal e ra ( 1 60 5 Vakrama) make thi s cle ar . 1 
At the 
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SimiJ arly , I ndra Simha D (:'!Va was ab3=-c to circul ate silv e r  
c oins of' hi s  own by vi rtue o ::.· hi s suc c e ss in p romoting trade 
with rribe t .  The ge o g raphic al loc c..ti on o f  Dol akha helped 
him c on si de rably in tlli s re r; arcl . 'l'he t rade rs  o f  Dol akha 
found it  c onvenie:-it to trn.clc ui th 1' ibe t through such route s 
as Bi gu , Kuti and L 2Jnabagar,  o..nd wi th I'ndi a throu gh Sind.huli­
H adi whi c h they re ache d by trc:lvelling along the bank s o f' the 
Tamako shi rive r .  

T hi s was the fac to r  behind the rel ative succe s s o f Dol akha 
i n  achie ving  e conomi c  p r o sp e rj_ty . Some o f the inhabitant s
of Dol al{ha be c ame rich.  This i s  indi c ated by I ndra Simha

· Deva ' s  in sc rip tion loc ated at Ko tchhcn . I t  de sc ribe s Dolakha 
· town as 1 1be auti ful and inhab ited by seve ral we althy pe rs ons a .

( Ai tihasika S amagri No .  1 5 )' . T hi s give s u s  an ide a abou t
the e xtent of e conomic p ro spc ri ty g aine d by Dol akha _during 
the rule of Indra Simha Deva. T he inc re a sed  level o f 
e � onom�c p ro spe ri ty wus b ound to have an imp ac t on cultu ral 

- - life also . 

Ma  trj moni nl_Rel a ti on s 

I ndra Simh3. Deva appe ars to have e s tabli shed mat rimonial 
relati ons wi th some well- known royal dyna sty . This  i s app arent' .
from hi s  c oin s as  wel l ·from 'hi s in sc rip ti ons . On one si de 
o f  hi s c oin s are continued the se words : "Dol akhadhip ati
S ri Sri J"aya I ndra Simha Deva . '1 1  T he othe r side re ads �  "Patt a
M a.hadevi S ri Vi jay a  L aXIni . 1 1  The · in scrip ti on of Que en Vi j aya 
L axmi ' s n ame along ,vi th hi s ovm in hi s  c oin s su gge s t s that
he had been able t o  enhance hi s influence by vi rtue · of being 
the hu sbund of Vi �j aya L aXIni . The in sc rip ti on found at Kotchhe 
al s o  give s impo rtance to Vi j aya  Laxrni (Ai tihasika S amagrj._ ,
N o . 1 5 )' . Ho weve r,  it i s  no t ye t e s tabli shed who se daughte r 
Vi j aya Laxmi was .  One c an only s ay that the rul e rs of  Dolakha 

·· m aintained mat rimoni al relati on s  wi th the Sen and othe r 
dynasti e s .  

Faith· i n  Buddhi sm 

The Buddhi s t reli gion had be.en exten sively p rop agated
in Dol ak.ha, spe ci ally duri ng the rule o f  I ndra Simha Deva
altho:u gh reli gi ou s  harmony e xi sted the re for a long  time . 
For the s ame re ason', U j ot a Deva in stalled  an image of the
Buddha in P atan .  flm-reve r, the in s c ripti on s show clearly
that Buddhi sm had sp re ad in D ol akha during the rule of
I ndra Simha Deva mainly be c au se of · the g rowing inte rc ou rse 
be tween Dol akha ancl T ibe t .  

The P ashup ati Tre aty 

Thou gh I ndra Simha Deva had p roclaimed himsel f 
Ra j adhi rajg. and minted hi s own c oin s , he was  no more 

· than a noble man ( Bharo)  in the eye s  of the M alla Kin g s 
at. the' cen te r .  rr hc 'C re aty · o f P ashup ati , c oncluded iµ. 

· s ame. time ,  the tre aty p reve nte d the cente r  from
inte rfe ring in the affai rs of Dol akha.  I t thus enabled. the 
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is also designate d  as 1 1Bharo 1 1 • T his indic ate s that the 
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rule r s of Dolak..l1.a to see de ,  if they s o  wanted . I n  order 
to understand thi s poi nt c:lc. arly , i t  i s  ne ce s s ary to di sc :.i s s  
the ci rcums tance s in whi ch the tre aty o f  P ashup ati was 
c oncluded. 

T aking adv antage o f the we akne ·ss of  the cente r, seve r al  
areas , includin::; Lali tpu r and Dol akha ,  were attempting to 
d etach them selve s  from cent ral rule . On the o the r hand , 
the H alla rule'rs at the centG r ,  we re not much worried 
ove r thi s ' si tuation .  They we re p reo c cupied  with e ffort s  to 
serve thei r  o\.m trm1 si e nt inte re'st s'. Prana H all a  at temp te d  
t o  c onsol i date hi .3 pe r s on3l p o siti on in Bhaktapur , the 
center,  but hi s ,q.t temp t was � ol le c, tivel y  re si sted by his 
uncle and brothe rs . 'l'hi s oppo sition g roup. was led by N arendra 
M alla, King of Kantipu r. Finally, in  1 665 Vikrama, a t reaty ,  
_valid for nine ye ars , was concluded , with the signatories 
taking oath on the Dh9 rmR-sl1i.J..a of P ashupati. I t  was si�ned 
by Biro.. Malla and Ji ta M al l a ,uncle and brothe r re spe c ti vely
of P rana M alla , and others on be half of Bhaktapur and by 
Vishnu Simha Bharo on behalf  o f  Lalitpur. The Phyaku flawut s 0 f  

· Pharping al so ho.d take n part i n ·the si gning  c aremony. The 
treaty explicitly rec ogni zed the autonomy of Lali tpur j
Dol akha, et;c. whi ch had freed themselve s  from the cente r ' 's 
domination and e stablished an independent admini st rati on . 
I n p arti c ular ,  the treaty unde r sc ored the independence o f  
Lalitpur. I n  a ddition , the treaty containe d an expli c i t  
c om :.1i tme nt not to interfe re i n  the admi nistrations o f  the 
various states e stabli shed at the time. I t  was speci fi cally 
directed against Prana· M alla, hence- it e xpli citly stated 

· that no other rule r  shall E: stablish relati on s with Bhaktapur. 
One clau se of the treaty explicitly enj oi ns I'ndra Simha 
Bharo, N arayana Simha Bharo 1 and Rama Raya Simha Bharo of 
Dolakha not to j oin hands with and tru st the center ( Bhaktap·._:_ i • · '. 
Finally, the t re aty s tated that I ndra Simha  Babu , Sam ara 
Simha Bharo,  and others: shouldering the reins of admini st ratioi. 
t_o abide by i t s  p rovi si ons fi rrnJ..y . ( D . R. Re gmi, �dieval 

.· ·' The 668 .tre aty thus e ffe c tively pu t an end to the center ' s 
writ ove r  LaJ.i tpur, as wall as ove r Dol akha. I n this c onte xt,

· the term "Bharo I at tached to the name's of the r·uJ. e r s  of Dol akha 
merit s  attention . 

As their in ncr:i.ptions have shown , I ndra Simha and 
othe r rule rs of  Dol akha had assume d such ti tle s as 
Raiadhiraia an9- I',rabhu Thakura Deva indicating the ir
full independence . But in the eyes of the Malla Kings 
at the c e nter, I ndra Simha and others we re no more than 
1 1 Bharo11 ( that i s ,  · a nobleman)'. Vishnu Simha, who si gned
the tre aty in the c ap aci ty of ruler of an indepepde nt st ate , 

rulers ·of Lalitpur and DolakhaoutwardJ.y professed alle g; ance
t o _the central rule rs even while en joying full independence.' . 

1 1Babu 1 1.· .. . . The term use d  in ·the treaty in de sc ribing I ndra
:: Simha Deva also m , ri  ts attention. At that time, chil dren born 

t o a King from concub ine s we re c al led " Babu"'. Since I ndra 
Simha Deva has been called a 1 1Babu1 1  , it has been assume d  
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that he was illegi ti mate. Jowever,  nothi ng fu rther is kno.wn
•in thi s  re gard .  We caJ1 onl) say that I ndra Simha '  s b rothe :c- s  
be longe d to the ·  patra cl an inasmuch a s  they themselves 
c al le d  1 1 P atradhip;;.tJ::a "'. 

:Ioipt H.1.,1 c o f  Jr�y:1 J•T a rav;.,.n DevQ--llUd Ji ·t u Dey_a :  

Be si de s, Indra Simha. , N arayan Simha was one of the 
p rominent pe r s on s  ':i ho parti cip ated i n  the si gning of the 
Tre aty o f  P ashup :.1.ti on beh al f o f  Dol akha. I t  has al ready

· been s ai d  that aft2 r I ndr a  3irr1ha ,  hi s brothers had j ointly
ruled the s tate . T i 1i s  shv .. 1s tha t Jaya N arayan Deva was the 
bro th2 r1 not son ,  of I nd ra Simha . I n  the Kotchhen i ns crioti on, 
I ndra Sinha name s S amara'. Sirnha Deva, Su rt:..t rana D eva and 
Simha .Dev a. as  hi s .-;:-•i :cstj se cond and third . son re spec  tively . 
T he re i s no men tim1 o f  ay a N arayana Deva ·among hi s  sons '. 

· ( Ai tihasika Samap; ri , H o .  1 5 )' . 

. 'I'hu s  afte r I ndra Simha Deva hi s  bro thers ,not his s ons,  
joiritly rule d DoL.tkha . In  the beginning, Jaya N arayana Deva: 
wiel ded  g reater influe nce tban othe rs  be c ause at the time 
of  the conclusion of the famou s  tre aty o f  Pashup ati , he had 
played a. le adi nG r?le in se curing recogni tion for the st ate 
of Dol akha. 

Q.onstruc ti on o f  the Dha;nnadhatu C haitya 

When hi s  influe nce was ri sing , Jaya Nar ayana Deva built {
the magni fi c ant Dharmadhatu C hai tva at Li s ti tol in Dol akha . 
He al so in stalled a stone-in sc ription t o commemorate thi s 
event .  1L1 \1e ver,  the upper po · ·tion of  this sto ne-inscription 
has worn out to a /; re at exten t ,  and only the middle portion 
i s legi ble .  A re ading of thi s portion indic ates that Jaya 

. Nara,yana Deva ruled joi ntly �� th Raj a  Deva and Ji ta De va .  
·r he insc rip tion al so  c ont ains t..r1e wor ds '"• •' • Dhi raj a  Sri 

I IIndra Simha Dev a.  (Aitihasil{ R.  S amar:p_, No . 1 8 )  . T hi s  
indicate s  that . I ndra Sir11h8. D.:iva had be e n  alive till 1 606 
Vikrama (Ac cording t o ,Plo hnn ·:2 ru sad KhanaJ., I ndra Simha had 

, die d on H agha Shul(L n 3·, 1 60 5  Vikrruna ., (,Ne:oalak.a • • •  
J' op . cit . p .  75) . Howeve r,  i t  we.s Jaya .N arayana Deva whose 

i nfluence had been g rowing at the time , as is evident 
f rom the i n scription s in tha ..§11barna C h al{rawali fou nd 
in the same Buddhi st Chai tya . I n  thG se ins criptions only
Jaya N arayaha Dev� is addres 3ed as Dol nkhadhipati .  � Aitihasi kg 
§.amagri , No s . 20 to 24)' . The main Dharmndhr=1.tu Chai tva had 
bee n buj lt by Jnya N arayana Dev·a and hi s wi fe . T he 
Subarna r- ,-.qkr�1tm,li. , found ip. the Chai tya ,  howeve r, had been 
insta11ea""'6y ayu �-, ar-ayan Deva '  s brothe rs Rayadeva and 

: vasu deva , ' his nephew Uddhava Simha, as we ll as by his 
courtier s. �he Buddhl. st C ha� tya i s  ouilt along the s tyle 
of the famou s Swayambhu temple and it had bee n  ritu al ly

7installed through the c oope rati on of the Vaj racharyas of 
.- .  Kantipur. 1'his is nn i ndicati on that Dol akha had e stablished 

c l ose links with Ko..ntipur . As already indicated above, the
Buddhi st religion hnd furthe r spread in Dolakha as a re sult 

· of contact s wi th Tibe t. Such intensifie d propagation of 
· ·Buddhi sm was ·oound to have an imp act . The' · above-me·nti oned 

i ns c rip tion shows that Buddhism had left a g reat impact 
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( Aitihasika Swn oc; Xi , 

on Juya N arayana and hi s wi fe .  T he si gni fi c ance o f  
P anchara1 r nha in the H ahayani Buddhi st s c rip tu re s  has remained 
ve ry hign:-Tt c omp ri se s the 1,1ahmn8.vuri . Jaya Narayana Deva
·and hi s wi fe once ob se rved the i1l aham�ri fast . They built 
the DbarmR.dh� tu C hai tva on the 1 J.n:J.l---aayo f that fast . 

Jaya N arayana Deva had al so  a s tron g  sen se of reli giou s 
harmony . Upon the death o f Queen Vi tta La:xmi , who had helped 
him build the Chai tya,  be installe d  the t�:mple of  Umamahe shwara
in 674 N epal e ra ( 1 61 1  - Vikr2Jnn.) in he r memory . T hi s  i s  cle ar
f rom the in sc ription cf T i!ldhare (Ai tiha sika Samagri , No . 26) • 
I t state s :  1 1M ay the me rit acc ruing from t,he in stall ati on o f
the temple o f Umrunahe shwara e arn the late Vitt a Laxrni the 
st atus o f Suk11nw..n-ti Bhuwan_u. 11 Ac co rding to M ahayani Buddhi sm,
the abode o f  Ak shobhya Buddha i s  c alled Sukhawati Bhuwana . 
To  eve ry o rdin ary Buddhi st , S-ukhawati Dhuwana i s  synonymous
with he aven . The re i s t hu s  no cont radi c ti on whatsoeve r  in 
the insc rip tion p raying fo r the st atu s o f Sukhawati Bhuwana 
by vi rtue of the religiou s  me ri t ac c ruing from the inst all ati on 
o f the idol s of Uma and Mahe shwara .  

. As hinted ab ove be c au se o f  the ab se nce o f  a cle ar- cu t  
divi sion of p owe rs  in spi te of  . j oint rul e , the cleve re st  

. c o- rule r was able to inc re ase hi s influe nce o r  to monopoli ze 
p owe r  • .  T hi s was true of the j oint rule in Dol akha al so . Fo r 

· s ome ye ars , Jaya N arayana Deva wiel--d.ed much influence' . Late r 
Jita  Deva inc re ase d  hi s  p owe r .  Thi s i s e vident from the 
insc rip tion of 689 Nepal e ra as well as othe r in sc rip tions 

· found at the N arayana temple o f Li sti tol in Dol akha .  I t  
me ntion s  Jita Deva, Raya Deva,  Jaya Narayana and Vasudeva 
as the j oin t rule rs of Dol akha at the time .  Al though i t  
mentions Jaya Narnyona a s on� o f  the rule rs , i t  cle arly 
shows a decline o f hi s innuence , inasmuch as i t  ve st s 
seniority t o  Ji ta Deva , who i s  menti one d as  Dol akhadhipati 

No . 28 ) , 

T he gold-pl ate in sc ription at Dhime shwur Bhandar, whi ch 
i s dated one ye ar e arlie r, ru. so  te sti fie s to  the g rowing 
influe nce of Jit a  Deva and the declining influe nce of
Jaya N arayana Deva at the time . (Ai tihasika Srunagri ,  No . 27) .
I t  she ds some li ght on the j oint rule in Dol akha ,  the eulo gy
of the rule rs of Dolakha, and the rule s  enfo rced by them .
The li st of  rule rs o f  Dol akh� who we re c ul.led �arajadhiraj� 
at the time include s Ji ta Deva ,  Ray a Deva , Jaya Narayana D eva ,
Basudeva. am. hi s nephe w, Gus ay a  Simha , an d  sons Bhagu ju 
and Samara Simha . Thi s me ans that Dolakha was ruled by 
seven pe rs ons j ointly at that time . Jus t as Bhima Malla,  
s on-in-law of Yaksha M all a had manage d  to be c ome c o- rul e r  
a t  the cente r  ( that i s i s �ep aJ.  Valley) a t  that time , Gu s aya 
Simha had bec ome c o- rule r in Dol akha ,  I t  i s not known
who se son Gus aya Simha was' . But the j oint  rule of uncle s 
and nephe w  ce rtainly repre sented a . 'strange phenomenon in
medieval admini strative p rac tice' . 

http:wiel--d.ed
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The insc rip tion als o she ds some ii gh t on the eulogy 
o f  the rule rs o f Dolakh a .  I r1 thei r eulogy, the M alla rule rs
of the Valley c alle d  themselve s  " se rvan t s  o f  P a shup ati' . 1 1
I n  the same way the rule rs of � a.kha c alled themselve s 7 I ,1 1 se rvant s o f  Bh1.mc shwara . n  The y  have al so c laime d de scent 
from the lunar clynas ty ( S01,1nvam shavatara) .Even though they 
de si gnated them se lve' s as lv1 "J1 c:1,,tll,j8dhi ra'.i a , they c alle d the m s�lve s ,
V;:un sh anuv2JI1 sh_a m_tradhipatra.  Thi s  i s a si gni fic ant indi c ati on ·-,:,
that the rule_rs of  Dol akha belon ged to  the P atra dyna s ty 
e n j �ying he re di tary ri gh t s '., 'I'hi s in sc rip ti on thu s he lp s 
t o  she d s ome li Ght on the rule rs  o f Dol akha . 

Thi s gold-pl ate in sc rip ti on al s o  men ti on s some rule s  
i n  force at the time' . Pe opl_e we re re qui red t9 p ay a levy
known as Bi sti in the ·. fo rm of unpaid l abor wheneve r  the
rule rs o f  Dol akha unde rtook a tour . The in sc ription contain s 
an announcement  to the e ffe c t th�t the publi c shall be 
e xempte d from all levi e s except Jathwam and Ke thwam in 
the event of a reli giou s or o ffi ci al t ou r by the rule rs .  

The in sc rip tion on th8 mace of  Bhime shwara Bhandar al so  
atte s t s  to  the inc re a sing influence o f Ji ta Deva ( Ai tihn sik,a 
S�magfi No . 29) . Anothe r insc ripti on at that place  indic ate s 
t a£ asudeva al so had be e n  able to  inc F.e a se hi s influence 
at one time . I t mention s only Va sudeva as M aha ra .j adhi raja 

- (Ibid,  No . 3 1 ) .  I t  doe s not mention the ye ar,  howeve r . 

At that time , the rule rs  of Dol akha we re involved in 
an inte rnal ri ft . To some e xtent ,  shortc oming s had be gun-
t o  creep  in to thei r inte rnal affai rs . N o  p ro g re s s · appe ars 
to have be en made in the cultural field in Dolakha di s tric t
during that pe ri o d .  On thG c ont rary , some decline app e ars 
to h�ve be en notic ed in thi s fiel d .  

· .  - · Me anwhile , Kontipur had an able rule r, M ahendra Malla .  
>r - :  Such rule rs of Kantipur as Rntna M alla and N arendra Malla 

had strengt hened i t s  politic al po siti on . Howeve r , they
had not p aid much attention to the task of e conomi c p ro gre s s 

. and the admini strati on .  M ahendra M alla made up for thi s 
· - shortcoming . H8 not only brought about soci al re fo nns but

al so pai d at,tention to e c onomic development . He ci rcul ated 
c oin s which c ame to be known as  M ahend ra M alli . He al s o  
appe ars to have made e ffo rt s to p romote t rade-wi th T ibet
and I ndi a. The se e ffo rt s appe ar to have le ft en imp ac t
on  the e conomic c ondition o f  Dolalma al s o .  

(T o be C ontinue d) 

************* ****** 
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