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Matwali Chhetrisl 

By 

Dor.Bahe,dur Bisht. 

Originally, I held the. view th.:?.t -.Chhetris coµiprised the second pl r:,ct3 
after Bra.hmnns,in the caste syst;:JT1 as it is' gene/rally unc.ierstood., ir:r-espec•
t,:.ve of its mytholo�ical and historical background. Al though it is not 
<'.CCeIJted that all communities except Hulsims can be divided into 11foi.-ir Va:rn·-. 
I was one oi' thoSEJ who belic-vcci., th-:-.t Brabmans and Chhetris are distinc� · 
c.:1ctogories in the casto hierarchy. l-km:ver, the results of recent rcseU"cli 
should help us to escrow such projudic:os. Chhet::-is are dividod into diffor, ! 

sub-groups suc:h as Thakuri, .Khas and Iilic.tri, just as Brahmans aro divided 
into Purviya, Kwnai :md Jaishi .• This is known to au.· But it is only" re:cei•"ti 
ti:'.at people have- come to know tr.at Mat.wali Chhetris !,co form sub-erou? o!' 
Chhotris. 

·,
Tho l1uluki Ain (LceaJ. Code) which w::is •in i?o..ce �ng tho Rllna rcgi.:::... 

doscribe\l-- hatwalis as those WPP custornarily,_cons:ur...ed liquq;r •. It placed 
Cl1k.-tr:is above Iv'.ia:t;w,'1lis in "tho cactc hierarcny. 1'he v2ry tenn l·htwali 
thhotri therefore sounded incongruous. But in the light of wh.:it I kNc 
oorsonc.1.J.'ly seen u.nd heard in the course of my tour of JumJ.9., Titrikoc. ,¥,'.1
Hugu districts, ,1ld.ch form parts of ti10 Karnali zone;- I deem it neecssar-J 
to pros.:nt ·the i'oJ.l01,1ing facts. 

In the cou!'::.::J of my vidt to 'I'ibrikot district, I ·visit.ad tho-Tib:r�� 
District Panch:l�mt Office. Oue. oi' T,ho Di:Jtrict Panchayat -memb€i re ·e:eve hi:;. "i' 

1 111r .. J!11e 3.s "Seune Bisht 1• :liter tolling him that my surnaroo too wo.s 11Bisht' _ · 

·casually remarked that 11 ·wo are broth:irs' 11 • But ho pointed out that he uus ;_ · 
Hatw2.li Chhotri. There uc::-c other Natwnli Chhetris too on thr..t occasion. 
I'hoy bld me that }htwali Chhetris had several surnames such as Bohr?.,
KQ.thayat, Thapa, Rokaya, Bisht'., B�dha, BudhathQki 'lnd Bhandar"i. Tho l•:1:.t,::.i. 
Chhetri popuui.tion compr:i.s;.:;s 1,000 fomilios in 24 vilb.gc� in 'I'ibrikot 
district. Tho breakdown is• as foll om:: -

1. D::>r Bahadur Bisht, 11Matwali Chhctri.s'11 (Liquor-Drinking Chhotris) 
Prar;nYl'l (Nepali, Quartorly, pub1::.shcd by tho Royn.l Nopal Academy), 
Year I, No. 1, 2027 (�pril 1970), 85-90 pp. 
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-Vi�e No. of FQr,;ilie s · Village �-� No.· of 
·r::1milie:· 

601. Dhoresen 38 13 • cha\lda::.1_o
2. Rini 61 14. Choom 45 

,..,,.,. 3. : :P::.t,mnro. 67 15. Huri '-;) 

.4. B['..tr., . 50 ·16. Mhari 16 

,..; Lhorpa 50 Urgu;.i. 17. 30 

6. Japan 16 18. 1 Muduli - 15 

7. Lmnri 22 19. Guthi 52 

8. Tirkhu 36 20. Kundi 37 

9 • .. Lhoiro 72 21. .funi ·- 32 

10. Nal.phi. 60- 22 • Pahadigaun - 65 

11. Piry� 100 23. Mandara ll 
.. 

.12. G6.rigc.un -· 38 24. Dill ikot - 20 
...... . ,,•·' 

. The.se f'runilias comprise nearly 50% of the to� 1 populat,iotl: of the district. 
?1atwa.Li Chhetris ·far outnunb<?r sacri:d thread;..wen.ring Chhetris. M.,;,:twali Chhet:::•i;; 
are simply. c�led Natwa.Hs. Thay do mt ,;iear the sacred t-hreed; and they" 

. conspmo liquoroJ beer nnd chicken, but not pork. Saune Bisht told mo tbat Be?€• 
ral 'of his cios.� relatives ,:rear the so.c:red' thread, but that he and many oth0.::·' 
do not do $0 becaust the district is too cold to permit the observcncc of th:, 
r"'.li�ious. ritunls-,which this act- oblig�tas. Moreover, they are prohibited ., · 
from consuming liquor: :once they stc.rt wearing the sacred thread. Thay cl.so : • 
·st:,.tod toot the Kn.lya.l Kings of Jumla used to permit arry one who ploQscd 
tlie:m or killed tigers or C'."pturcd wild horses to wear,the sacrod thread.· .. 

,; . .  
JJ.l the pooplo that I Cc:?.ma across when I reached Patmaru' and Bw,tra on 

r1y wny .to :Mu.gu Gam"."Gadhi were .M..-'ltwali Chhotris. I al.so met sacred··t11i-end­
woaring· Chhetris -at LUil)sa village, uhile I was going to ·Mugu villago, which 
lies on tho bordor. Here too nost of the local Matwali Chhatris m3.in�"!ined 
t.tnt they were. not intcn-ostc:d to wozir the sacred-thread because of the lini­
t1.tioris oi tho _cli_matc ns wall .:i.e of commcnsal taboos. It was very d:i.f'.ficult-
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to :t'ind Brahm.'.m priests w�· could solemnize :s-acrect 'thread'· inve stitl,ll'e Ct,reioo .. 
trie s.  Some people who frankly said that they did no t want, to wocr the s.:1cNJ �·­
t. : :r<lad be cause their ,tore�athe rs did not do so . ·  One or two pe rBonEJ e ve n  
remarke d, 1 1Why should we botoo r about this ,  when even _people wonr:ing . the 
sacred-thread are now _casting it off ? 1 1  

The Matwalis I surname s  corre'spond to toose-• .of other Chhetri s. · Matwali:,"' 
ro semblo other C hhotris in physical fea.turos. They wear similar clotha s,  
sp�. n,k the same language and i'ollo,-, tho same religion . There is  therefor·.: 
no doubt that lfatwalis and Chhetri s bc-lcng to t he · s ame cas'te . Tho que stio n 
r.iay then arise : 1 1\fny ha.vo Chhotris boon divided into the sacred-thread 
wc c.Jring and Hatwall · sub -groups ? 11 Wo shall d i scuss this quo stion lat.o r· i!1 .  
this art iclc • 

I not ico d during my tour that di.fforent caste s  or commwu.tios worshtp 
diffuront family doitic's. I thought that this fact would help mo to detor ­
mine:; t ho orig in  o f  the division o f  Chhctri s into tho c1bov e -mcntio ncd two 
c;itc gorios .  Accordingly, I mado :inquirie s of Hatwalis about t h ci:c family 
ddtic s .  I lc:nrnod that Mashtn. and Duria Bhawani are the family deitk::i oi '  
all p.jopl::; :L,1 t his area. f(1oplo cus tom:i.rily rofe r to  M:-ishta n.s 1 1Barhmnao l : l "  
( rcprc tnntir1(:; twclv::i brotm rs )  and Bh::.-v1ani as Na.vndurga Bhn.wani • 

. .  "' 
Vamh.:i. and Masht nre among tho frunilv ' deitie s of m:-my Br.::?.� 

· living in aro.::..s wost o f  the: Karnali ancl B� ri z one·s' . It i s  thcroforo 
p-:>s;:;iblL that tho tu m Barrnn:as btr. (B�ha-'l'welvc ) was subscqoontly identi ­
fied by the &lnskrit words V:t.rElha and lvf..:i.shta. This view may no t npp ear tc 

· be incorr:: ct fpr tho s(;! �,ho believe that 1-bshta, the anciq11t deity of tho.. .V ulie,; por·:.O ct, had migrate d to aro :-..s e·ns l;, o f  Nepal from t bo west n.nd the 
or- :.z in.:il f" orm of tho ?kp3.li l a.."l[;lk"l.cC can be found in the woatorn hill r ::·c: L:  
of N�p.:il. :.skod to identify who were tho twe1vo b rot.b� rs rcpre seµtod by
th:�hta , th i3 Hatwali s g'.lve the ir. narr� s  as Babiro,  Hyangre , Sunargaun, 'l'ha!'f-', .
Ktl,::..shilto, Dhandar, Kshtra,pala , K�Ha, Bij ulidanda ( Ukhadi) , Budhu, Gura 
and H:iliak:.i.l. I'!--ds might crc 'ltc thl: inpI· .::;:.;sion tbat thes,:, t1Je lvo brothers 
U·hsht.:?. ) were named after par ticulur placo s .  But according to mru\y po rs::..n� 
tho truth was just tho opposite . Thero a.ro no doubt 12 village s of the: s1J 
n:�mc s in Jumlc?. district . But tho se ware actually named <?-ftcr the twelve 
bro tncrs r..:pre sented by !>as hta .  

The deity known a s  Mashta did not soc0m t o  hav e  definito physical 
f 1.; 'l  :.urus. Inside there wcro boaps of imperfect wooden imrtgo s of ordinary 
type , h.:i.v.ing oyes, . nos e� and mouths carved on' . them, togethor with some 
bolls, trid:.mts ; snall fe stoons mado of cloth and a feu altars situatod 

. . .' .h,_•,phaz.ardly . Th;:i sc remind _.ono of the steno image , or u simple stone not 
cont.:ining rmy im.J.gc , covorud with vermilion', flowprs ,, ' o tc, which one su, :: 
insido tarnplc a at several places inciJ.ding Kathmandu Valloy an cl Jurru.a it �: ,. - - · 
!-b,K:1vor, the se temples of MnEihta and their alt ars leave a totally dif. fo:rcr. :  
imore ssion. The ritua ls observe d :in th� so .:ira aa are cle arly different frc 1 

t�c.100 follpwcd elsewhere • 
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It was difficw.. t to ident.ify the images not only of Mashta but also 
of those deities which ar e  widely worshipped by Hindus . I saw a blacksmith 
on the main route leading to Tibrikot ne.ar the confluence of the Tila nrrJ 
Jauwa rive rs wh'o was engaged in polishing a rretal image about 6 incha s lonp , 
with a Crown as well as  a Khadga (sword ) in one hand and flowers in the 
other . Tho image was seated on a chair . Asked to identify the · deity repro'- · 
scnte d by the imago, tho blacksmith re ferred to Garo sh . Ho r.n:i.d ha usually
mado such idol s and sold them at the Khala.nga market of JurrQ.a for Rs 15 .00 
to Rs 20.00 each . 

During my overnig ht halt st Patmara, I asked people about' · the names 
of deities . ·rhoy mant:ioned t,hc narre s of Mah ade v, Maruddha !(l'laharudra ? )  ,
La.ma, Ma.shta, Bhawani, Kuladoo., Barrfi,apal and Maha.bai . The 'tlr:) st important 

. doitio s as statod by the Thakuris of Pinago:un in Mugu d istrict were Rum, 
Bihin, La.ma, Mhaba.i, Khapar and Betal. ,l 

At · Pctmara., I casually hN•.rd tho word Kha.san for the first ti100 . I 
,ra.s told that it was a comm:m practice t0 call thi s area., which is  inhabi t-2d 

_by Kho.sas , as' · Kha.san, just as the northern border are; a., . inha.bi tad by Bhotcs, .
is cillod Bhat , tho l'hgur-inhabited nr01 of the Rapti zono s as Magarat ,  
l!nd the 'l'haru -inhab ited southern area. a s  Tharuwan • .  Liko Bhot, Mata.rat, .  and 

·Thn.ruwan, Khasnn did not have cloar-cut boundaric s .  In actual practi ce , 
. n.roas wbo ro those comrrunitiG s o.ru :in the maj ority aro knovm by th•:s e natr.e s .  · 
But it is not p1Js tiible to find pcoplo wh:> can indic :>t o  -the boundar1a s of 
Khasan and identify t he desce ndants of  the Khas.a. community • .  Tho reasort l s ' · 
th::1t KhclSaG havo migrat ed m:my tiioo a and both the definition ar.d the origin 
of tho term Khas a, havo bcon distorted. .  

At present , Khas a or Khnsiya is usod 1n different areas of tho K.iu-nali, 
· Bhl:ri, Seti and 1-'hhakali zone$ in derogatory torms whilo re forring to 
Chpctris and Hatwali Chhctris. In the l'llpali :. languagc , Khasa me ans "fa.11 11 • .  

Sorr.o hnvo therefo r-a spo cu.J..:,.tod th at pe oplo belonging to the Khasai conununi ty
r,ms t h ave "i'allen u from som,.: place ., that they must havo boen ;,t1fa.Uan'11 from 
Bra.hmi:.ris• . To provo t his , some h2.v o  even quote d tho point made by some woll -­
kno,m histo rians th at Parc.shurrun had ·exterminated all Choctri s .  This confu:_i(;d 
f c.)r a l ong time . One really 1. roncb rs �hy and how tho to rm Kha.sa. find� m�ntion 
::mly in hi story and mythology., � why it has now bocomo difficult t o  i'inJ 
uny p..; rson , .. ,o would lik-:- to: be  :1.dcntifie d as a Khas.:l. · 'l'he very � rd Khasn. 
has be come dospica.blo , ulthough sevs ral important nation:u. p.:.. rsonali ties ,'!re 
doscandants of the Khaaa.s, ·· end the Khasa dialect was th( original form of 
the present national langu.e.ge of Nepal . 

I 
, • 

But the term Khasa docs not hnva a derogatory ccnnot1tion. The des cen­
dant:; of Khasas, who had spro r�d from We st Asia to wostern Nopal trav elling 
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alo�; the Einalayan areas , and . eventually succee d.ad in � stablishing a powN•.;.' ' • ; .  · · ·ful ampire , hav e no t , tq tully cli sa.ppenre d. 2  'j, . . 

The :  powar.fuJ. Khasas , who i',nci e st abl:i s hed an errq.:,ir� of t.hftir own s t  :rF t,.- · 
in:t ' throup:h Dailuth ·t.:-:,:i' IC.:.i.skil�ot in we sie m' Nerpiil and ·tnti areas to the 
north and we st of Nustang�  and "JV tc Purang ar.d Guge in 'l'ibet from tlr n 
.8lsv,enth · to the fift<::,.mt,h c m�u.rJ; w� ·re till then uncul turo d .  .�- . . . . . . . ' •. . : . . 

' : ':• :· ·. -. ' . . :. . 

T hey were· ienorant · of · the. Hindu , culture and b e lie ved only in Sharrn­
nism .  This can · oc surmised from th e pre·sent condition of tho Karna.li zon �· . 
1.•lo hav c nevo r found any e:xamplc in which cul ti..rc and 

· ci viliza:.tion have 
d0-.;c'l.q)0 d in t he ab se nce of poli tical �1ccomplishfoc nt s  and c e;cnomic pro sp-: ' ­
rity . The Khas as' · cann.o t be an 1:ixCGpt ion t o  this ruE: . It cbC:s not appo ar 
t hat· thG Khasas had adoptt:d the Eindu cul turc ' in  its rc fi:ncd fonn b efore 

• tht::: oloventh century . Th(· y mi:5 ht hav,_. worshippe d only Ha sht3., the vcdic 
de ity, for s: veral centur ie s .  DJ.ring the' medie val p0r i o d, '1rhon t hl-'.!ir e r.;p :.�e. 
cxtonclc d  to Tibo t,  which adhcro d to Lamaism, t ha :Kbasas had adopted Buda his"" 
at tho dawn of thoir civ ilizati on' . TL:i. s is confirt1(; d b7 the stone ins cri::t r­
oi· . t bs Sin j a  King Prithvi Halla di scov ere d by Yogi N�rcl'lari Nath ) 

T he Khasa kin [; s  h� cmbra.c.:Jd both Lamaism ,and .Hinduism . This is p:·<ntd 
not only by sionc :i nscriptions but also by the 'fact vh:.it on� bf  the dci t ie.& 
still worshippCd by puopJ.c iri tho Ka mali zc nc is a Larua . Moroo vcrs , Pr i� .t, 
(Dhamis ) of t hc - t oz:iple s = of Nas Lta re cite . some pravc rs in tl':a '.I':i.bctan l,. ttF"f" 
Tho :.radual sanskritiznt ic �1 of t lio Khas 3 la.r.gua g� rr:uc t  have Jtarto d duri.f'\.l
this period. 'I hu Khasa King;;; ·mus t hav f. st Fu-te d:., calling t.h r.J11 03 lve s Tr.£:i ki; ;- en 
'l'h:ih.-uri a:t tl;10 in3piration of their Brahman advi ::;or s ' c::.nd, pos ci.bly; soi,,-;. _
Rajput Chhot'ri s .  

. 
After the Khc1.sa kir..gs a11d o ther rr.r:inb, } r .;; o f tho ru.nng f �.mily st.'lrle .,f  

calling them selve s Thakuris ( tL:: ot her Khasas too b : 1:;.1n , to fK :: r  s r;.crc d  
thread and call' thomselve s : 'a, Chhct ri s '. Thos e -,i hc c c.ntinu;,;d to be  know n ' � 

. . 

· 
K:1e..sa be gan to _ be de spi sed, 2.nd lo ok�d upon ur.cultt,rod ()O OJ'.)J.c � ·  In t he �.i..:.  
circumstar.ce s� it 1�as r:at'Jr,:11 that peopll1 shv uld .-1crit. to wcm ... the · ss.cr":.: • .  
thread and suc ccu d in doing ro oit.her - by killing · tig::rs:, boar, o r  \·1Ld 

2. Giuseppe Tucci , Preliminary Re port On Two Sc ientific Expeditions I r: 
Ne;pal , pp . 43 -13 0, Babu.ram . i: charya � Ne pal Ko Sans.tcrit,ik Pararnp aru 1 1 

Tik pa1' 1 s Gultural Tradition) ,  Gorkh 4patr!'i , BhE".dra -5 ', 2 02 0  ( Se pte' r.:. : :!' .196) ) . .  :.. 

J .  Yogi Narahari Nat h ,  Ttibas frakash , Vol .  1, P art 2 ,  pp . 58-59. 
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horse s or pa.rticjp ating in war; thereby pleasing the King or other innuen- . .  
tial persons . No Wonder th en the term Khasa shoold have be ,-:>n looked unon V! t h  
cc.mtempt . 'I'his iB  µrcbabJ.y wliJ those Kh9.sas who have not, ·boen · able to ,ic�r 
s c.cr,)d thNad i1avd �rtartt3cl - ; .'J.lling th erre3e1lv es  11atwa,li Chhotris , regard"i n g  
the word Khasa as humiliCi.ting . It m ay  be noted tha t  di t'fe_rent people i�l N":I"'� 1. 
hnd, in different stag es of history, attempte d .to con ceal the re al name cf 
the communitios to which thoy bclongod .  It is th�ro foro natural that the 
Khasas too should  h av e  sought to dis card the name o� their community. The 
· Koche s of  ¥�rang and Jhnpa districts had start� d calling themselves Raj -
banshis ' . aftor cmbrncing Brahmanism in the 18th century. Tho3c Koc he s who 
were unablC; to en joy the: statu::.; of Chhctris embracod Islam'.,, h while at the 
::;.111H . time caliin;:; thomsolv o s  Ra jbctnshis ' . A more  recent CY-.ar:plc is of the 
'l'ha.talis living ut T hak-Satsay:i dong the bank s of the Kaligru1daki rive r. 5 
Se veral now communities 2ro <1ctually in thr.'. proce ss of cmorgonce an:l s0vo rd ' .  
existing onc D are on the p oint of being d is::i.ppen.rincn. Th9rc are many (; Xe:-, :;:JL .:,  

. of such dcvelopmonts within tho New ar community as wc u . o 

4. ( 1 )  Swayambhu· Lal S hro stha , 1 1 Rajbanshi Taya.gu Chhun Khann. 1 1  in .Thi.iL 

(2 ) Brian Hodc son: 1 10n th:: Koc h, Bodo And Dhima.l Tri'!:> t., s 1 1 , in Mis ce lla­
ooous Ee say s Rolatirig to Indiai1 Subjc.: cts, Vol . 1;
Cc cticn 1, Pa� 3 �  

5 .  (1 ) Dor 3ahadur Bisht , 1 1Thc Innov ators of Uµp�r Kali Garrlaki " ,  RarnjLa ,nVol' . 5 ,  No . 3 .  

( 2 ) Christoph Von Fuhrer Haimcndorf � "Cast� Concepts Ar.cl Status Di:,tin(. • ·  
tion in Buddhist Communitie s  o f  ' 
\fa sto rn N€lpa.l, 1 1 in Casto And Ki r 
�� N8pal, India and C eylon.  

6 .  Colin Rosser :  "Social I•bbility In The Ne-war Caste Syston .' 1 1  
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The . Nirk hi Lavy 

1 . Ijara Grant 'i'o Chhote Singh Ne�-ia.r 
' . . . . 

Frprii K� Rana Bahadur Shal-i, 

. To Chhote . . Singh· · ·uewar •' . 

. . -We hereby grant you authority to collect· the Nirkhi levy on tbe . sale 
and purchas6 of goods broug ht by trade rs throughout our territories,  aft er 
appoint.:ing your agents at the er.e ek point s mem:.ione d bela-1 . Permit the s -sl.:. 
and purchase of goo ds impo1·tc d by tractor s frqm a.br:,ad., or exported  by the::-; ,
as well as on copper,  iron, l ead, uax_. bikhma, chiraita, i-:utki, iatamash i ,  
c3.rda.'11Q;i, cot ton, tejn at, taj and paper at s 2asonal ral:,os .  At al place s 
covered by your agents , collect the Nirkhi levy at l;i each f rom both tho .seller ani.l t he purc hr.. ser : tr.u s ma.l::ing a total payme nt of Rs 2;� . Transmit 
tho p1·occeds tq the 'I'oshakha.na. 

Do not harass traders on t b� ground that they conduc t comTIX3rcial t!": 1r '­
sactions a.t place s whore your agents rs:vo not e x.tancio d  t he ir j urisdiction . 
Grant re asonable rcmission.3 in t.hc cv·mt. of natur al ctlrunit ics . At the ::i. ' : · 
of t he  yoar, s ubmit account s ulld obtain cle aran::e' . Do not colJ.Dct the Hi rk,� 
levy on goods not montionod he re ., including gooo.n me ant for tho :royal paLl-;, 
go ats and gelding goats , �hoe' ,  oil:  pul se□  and foo_dr,ra:lns of n.11 · variotio � ' . 
Once tho Nirkhi levy is colle ctcd' and soals affixod on the goods, permit 
trade rs to sell ::,'Uch goods wherev er they like . 

The Taksari and tho Bha.ns�i s hnll oi:; en com: igrunc11ts :in the prese n�:.. 
of agents of the Nirkhi collector � 

In case any discrepancy is noticed in the ii"!position o:f tho ·Nirkhi 
levy, we shall give the - matter d>..ic c-:m3i de:.�atio:1 3.ncl i�s -;Ji.; another' . a.rd.er . . '. 
to r emov o  it. Wo shall also . v-:::.nt. 1• :; ascna·o1;; ext:;2,ns.:i s  i.'1 t h6 l ight of t l :  • 
rc,vcnue collocta d from this levy., w:i,.th due c cnsidcratioi.:l t o  t ho work of ·, · 
::: W'f requiro d f-or such collc ct:�on. 

. .

List Of Cho.;k-·Poir..ts Wb.C !'f3 Jl-?-:c nt:J  Arcl 
"'.'.!.O Be Appointe!!_ 

KathmandU, Pat an an:i Bhacgc.ui1 towns . . -

Kalyari, Bha.inse , Ix>lalehat ., Knlinj oro ,  Jhinkhu-Dobhan, Kanpur , 
Charange ,  and Sindhuli in tho oast'. 

Ma:OO sh lx>bhan, KallL:ri{;hat,. Budhas:i.ng, Dt: vighat , ond Pangu in the • _; 
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Syaphru, Tim�e , Listi, Hani and Chhslankhu in the north. 

Shrava.n Badj 3 ,  185) , ' 
Regmi Research Collactionso.1 Volo. 24� pp .  · - 654-6�6 .. 

2 .  �act From Re-�uiations Promul ated In 1799 A 4D .  1n The Name Of R .  :10handra. 
Pu snini and Doman Chaudhari For o action Of Revenues Not Included In 
Ij aras In .oThe Ea.ste m Tarai Iti. stricts 

se ct ion 7. Colle ct the Nirkhi levy n4:. theo. rate of 1% aa.ch from both 
the sellero· and the purchaser on transactions in goo ds conducteu in the 
Tarai, (?�capt on eoo ds being supplie d to o:::- procl:N d  f:r-om Kathmandu Vall � -y . 

Falgun Badi 5 ,  1855, 
Re gmi Research Colle ctions,  Vol� 24, pp � 705. 

J .  Impos ition Of Nirkhi Lovy, 1800 A . D .  

From Girbe.n , 

To tho .ml idars ,  .l),,mrs s und ·Jctr:.abudhas throughout our torritorie s  north 
of Tokha. 

We hereby ilqpoose tho l'ii.rkhi l0vy C!". transactions conducted. by tradors 
and meorchants througoout our tcrrl-'.", , ) rio so at the ra·� of 1% from the pur ­_. 

chaser and 1% from the solL:r; thus maki.'1g a total reymcnt of 2%. Wo hore:o­
by grant a contract to V.iahindrr. Singh fer thi:i colle ction of tPis levy with 
effe ct from t he }'e ar  18.55. 

Let him colle ct this 1-avy -m goods sold by tra.dors and merchant s or. 
commercial basis at tho followine rate s h the a:re.as under your jurisdictiono. 
Also let him appoint his cg onts at different place s .  You �hall be · oo:Cd to 
hav o comrni ttod an off1::.nse and awurdo d plh"'l.isl'rnent i:.1 c a:.w anybody c reate s 
.my o'bstru.ction. 

.Schedule o f  Rate s 

Pc>.rticulars Rate. of Lcv-:1 

Jewelry, textile s ,  pasmino. f�brics :  
general m8rch� , · dewonP: ; 'ko cbin ,  
si¢f, meretll"y, �ns (b�;�-;- jcr.:-a ) :,  
�lcphMts , hors es Rs 2 .00 por Ra 100 .00 
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· 

Goods brought by trade:.""os ,  tea, 
dhum-'.".:r l dry foods of  cl.l c�te ­
rorie si, 'homeos.pun cloth (kl-i.:1.di, 
chaga, paga ) ,  blankoets, yellow 
orpirumt ( h�rital ) ; borax, vmx •' .. . . .  · · ·o. 8 )mnas · per' )oad 

..  - !  ,.  

Male buffalooes • • •  'e a.ruins per pcl.r 

Iron, tobacco ( surt i, t:imakhu ),
herbs o.nd drugs , ·  paper · • ·. · . · :  

. . . . 4 amns per lo.o.d 

Raw cot�on, silt . .. · 2 a.rtnaos per load 

Copper . . .  · Rs 1·, 0.0 per looo 

Charas (N-c\rcotico) ,  yaks tails Rs 1½ per lodd 

Husk . . . 10 unnas per sheer 

·sheeop ,  crrp1ngra eoats . . . 1 a.ni.mal on o. · floe k of !O 

F'a.lglm Bndi 3 0, 1865o. 

Siniilar orders we re issued separately- in tho namJ s of lJl'llalidars, 
Dwa.-o s, Jethabuddhas and Birt� owners also in areas east of Bmdgaun, 
Host o f  ths Bishnumati Tive r  and south of Patan to-wn�  

Rogmi Re search Co lle ctions, Vol , 24, pp . 134-.135 .  

4 .  Ijara. Grant To Mahindra Singh Ne��r 

· From King Gir 'oan ,  

'lb Mahindra Singh Nowar. 

We horoby g rant you a contra.ct (Ijara ) for t ho collection of the 
lli.rkhi levy on t ho sale and purchn.so of goods �rought by- trader s as 
raentione d below, by a.pPointing your ag ents t�t diffe ront che ck-points . 

The Uirkhi levy shall m:t, bu colle cted on foodg ,rain s, ghoc , oil,  
goo.tR and gelding goats,  p,oods 1000.nt for t he royal palace nnd all goods 
praiucad in Ne pal on which th::i J.n.gat duty is not c ollec ted. It s hall bt.:  
colloctod only on oomrr-� rci1:.l c oods i.11pnrte<i from other countrie s or 
o:,q:,orted tooro by traders ,  as ucJ.l as on coo ds  prai uced in our territoo­
ries on which tho Jo.eat duty is ccilected. 
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Tran sactions in respe ct to such goods shall be permitted :lt seasonal 
rat es . In all p:J,.aces where you h cve appointed your agerlts, coll ,-=ct thf' 
Nirkhi levy at 1% each from both, · :the seller and the purchn.g; r, thus 1:inki.>.J 
:1 t otn.l payment o f Rs 2% . Tro.nsmit the procee d.a to the Toshnkh.'1!1!!. . 

Do not harass trader s on tho ground that they conduct commer.cb.l 
tre.nsa.ction in places where your agents have not extendo d thuir jurisd ic•  
tion. Grant reasonable remissions in the evont of natural cahmitie s .  
At the end of t ho yenr, submit �ccounts of the c ontract nnd obta.in 
clcn.ran'oo. 

Once tho  levy is colloctcd D.nd seals affixed on the goods , permit 
tr:.: dcrs to sell t hem whe reve r th ey liko. 

The Taksari nnd tho Bh:l.nstu-i shall open c onsignments in the presc c: ·:s 
of tho age nts of t he Ijaradar. 

In case ony discrepancy is  :ooticed in tho imposition of this levy, 
we s hall give  the matter due consideration and issue anotfur o rder to 
rcmcrJ'c it. 

Sch�dulc of Rates 

(Garno a.s in No . 3 ) .• 

F.i}.gun Ba.di 30, 1856, 
R.c cmi. Researc h Collections, Vol . 24, pp .. 132 -134. 

5 .  Rcimpo sition O f  Nirkhi kvy, 1805 A .D. 

From King Girban, 

To the JmialidG rs, Dware s ,  Jothabudhas and Birta owners o:f dif'fe:ront are n. �  
t.hrcugho ut t he hill re gion north  of Tokha and south o f  Tibo t. 

IThe Nirkhi levy had bo cn abolished at one time, but wo now herob:r 
re vive it and impose it at the following -rates pe r cent on goods sold 
on co :;mcrcial b:�sis by tracrors , merchants and pedlars all ev er O'.l r 

· kingdom'. Wo al so hero by grant a contract for the collection of this l e vy 
to I'U'.hindra Singh for tho per iod from Shro.wan Sudi 13, 1862 to Shrawnn 
Su di 12 , 186J . Let him colloct thiD levy on goods sold on 'commarcial 
b�sis  by tradors , roo rcha.nts .:md pedlars at t he following· rat. a s .in the 
l'.rcr.i.s undor your jur isdiction. 
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Scheduli:: of ' Rate s 

Particulars Rate of Levy 

Jewe lry� textile s', pas_m:ina fabrics , :  · 
Dewang, Koc hin'., Sigrif ; ·  mercury, 
falcons tBaj , �urra ),  elephants , , • ' :l iorcc.  s 

. Goods brought .oy trade r::; , t oa,
Dhumar, dry fruit s of _ all 
.:!c&:t e go ri2 i:. ,  homospurl cloth 
(Khadi, C!laga, Pe ga) , blankets , 
Yvll -:n-r oz-p:ime;nt ( Harital ) ,  · borax, �-· · wax, needles,  thread . . .  6 anna.s per 1 oad 

Male buf.faloc s . . .• .• . 6 arums per pair 

Iron, tobacco ( Surt i, Tamakhu) , 
herbs and drug- s, paper . • • •  4 annas per load 

Ha:w ootton, salt . . . l½ annas per load 

Copper . . .  12 a.nna.s po r ::.oad 

Charas (nurcotic J ,  yaks t.3.ils . . . Rs 2¼ por load 

I
• •  4 10 aimas po:r· se er 

She<: p ,  Chyancra g'oats • • • J, a."'liir,al on a flock ·) � 

Br.adra Ba.di 9,  li362 •· 

Similar order s were issued soparately for the. pill rogions betwee�: 
Bhadgaun and tne'.' Kanaka r:..ve r jn the east', . with tt.:c · cxc:eption of tho 
Tarai north of  Sikhannadi �d $indhuli, and be tw�en th-0 ' flishnsJJTiati ;md 

. Bhori rivers iii the: \-e st, wit.h tho except ion of Palpa, GuJmi, Argha, 
Khanchi and t ho  Ta.rai. 

Reg mi Re search Collections , Vol � 19 .,· pp . 22.7.-228  • .  
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i:horov or  they li ko . 

6. Ij nro Grn.nt To I.,..aahindra Sing_h Newnr, ·1805' 

From King Girban, 

To Mahindra Singh Ne�,ar . 

We here by g r�nt · you a· ·one-year contract (Ijara) or Rs 15, 001 for the 
�o).�ection of . tlH3 Nirkhi levy (da.stur ) from Shrawan Sudi 13 , 1973 to 
Shrawa.n Sudi 12n, 1 974 in the r egions situated withnin the following boun­
darie s ,  with t he exception of Pal.pa, Gulmi, .Argha. , Khanchi and Salyan : -

East of t he Bheri rive r ,  

We st o f  t lie Kana (Ka) rivcr, 

North of Sikhannadi, Sindhuli and Hitaura , and, 

South of tho Tibet.an front.iar • 

. Appoint your agents·  'at diffe·ront check-points and colle ct lov;i.e's 
c�t tho following rate's on the sale o f  goods brought by mJrchants : '.:. 

(The Nirkhi l evy) shall not b e  col1E:i cte d on foodgra:ins, ghao , oil, 
so sa.mo , mustard, coats an d gcldine goats , g o ods meant fo r the royal 
palaco and E:!ll goo ds produce d in Nepal on whic h the Jagat duty is not 
collected. It · shall be colloctcd only on comme rc ial goo ds imported from 
otter countrie s ,  or oxport ::::cl there,. _by tra de rs ,  as Woll as an goods prod·,_ ,c.:,;J.  
in cur torrito rio s on whic i 1  the Jagat duty is c ollected. 

On such g cods , the Nirkhi levy shall be colle cted at the fol loWint; 
ad valo J'l'm ratos at the time oi' thci r sale at se asonal rate s  in 1.u.-ea s 
COVC:red by your agents . Do not harass trade rs on tho  ground that they 
sell these goods at places whore youl_' agpnts ha-ve not cxtencrd the ir 
j urir.di ction.  Onco tho levy j_s colle cted., and so al s af!..':b:'cd on the goo cl�­
clo m t  colle ct it again on tho samo goods . Pe rmit trader to sell goods 

Tho Taksari a.nd the Bl:at1eari ahall open cons ignments in the prc':3C:nc( 
of tho I jarada.r 1 s age nts'. 

Re asonable remissions shall be gr antci after asce rtaining· 1-moro you 
have not boon actually able to o � on� your jurisdiction . �.ako payment of 
instalJm cnt s as the so fall dm . Subni t ac�ount s at tho end o f  tho you r  ,.n1 
obtain clearance .  Pay intare st at comrr.,rcial rate s if ins tallments are 

unot p cid. uhon cle • 
. . . 
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Schedul e  o f  Rates 

· ( Same as in No . S ) • 

Schadule of Installments 

'l'otal payment dua for· the one -J1e ar period 
fro m Shra.wan: Sudi 13, 1862 to Shrawan 12 , .' 
1863 • • •  Rs . 15,o001o. 

Advanceo· paymento· • • • Rs 2 , 001 

Bil.ance • • • Rs 13 , ocio 

Installmentso: 

Bhadra . � . .  Rs l;J00 .  

. , .  Rs 1, 3 00 

Kartik • • •  Rs 1, 000 

Marga • • •  Rs l , 2 00  

Pousho,. • • •  Rs 1 ,000 

. l·agh • • • Rs 1 ,000 

Falgun • • • Rs 1, 300 

Chaitra • • • Rs 1, 2 00 

Baisa.kh • • •  Rs 1 , 000 

Jes.tha • • • HS 1,000 
. 

Ashadh • • • Rs 1 , 000 

Shrawano. • • • Rs 1 000 
., 

Bhadra Badi 9 ,  1862o, 
Regmi Re se arch Collections, Vol �  19, .  pp. 229-231 • 

. ., 
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of  t ho I j ar  adar 1 s agtints' . 

7 .  Ij .:u-a Gr3Ilt To Hanurnant Singh New 2r ,  1816 A , D. 

From King Girban, 

To Han� nt Singh Newar. 

We hereby grant you' a o ne -year c_ontract ,( Ijara) for the colle cti on 
pf the Nirkhi levy from Shrawan Sudi 13 ,  1973 to Shrawan Sudi 12, 197µ in 
the �gions s ituate d within the following bc1mdarie s, with the exception 
of Palpa; Gulmi , Argha , Kharx: hi and Salyan : - 't 

East of the Bheri river,  

West of the Kanar-.a r ivE' r ,  

North o f  Sikharmadi, Sinclhuli and Hitaura, and, 

South of the Tibetan frontier . 

Irrespe ctiv e  of whether  or not route s on all the four s ide s  are u se c1  
co-:npl.e te p ayme nt  o f  the us -ual amount of Rs 17 , 0C)l an d  the pro sent addition 
of Rs 500  , thus making a t.ot:.l peyment of Rs  17 , 501 fo r ono )'e:J.r, to t,:, ,, 
Toshakhana in s eparqte ins taJ.lmonts . 

Appointment . your agents at diff erent che ck-points and collect. lP.vU-, s 
at the folloHing rates on t he sale o f  go ods broug ht by merchants. 

'I'he Ni r"k:hi le vy sha.1 1  not be c olle cte d on foodgrains, zhec , oil, 
. sc sQJ110 , mu strd , ·.z o at .s  a nd 6c ldins goats , goods mP ant for t'he r oyal . 

p2l a.cc; :--c r 1d CJ.°1 1 gc,oc.L, p:cod.uccd. in Ne pal on  which the J agat duty is not 
colk ctc d .  It sh':.ll b e  c olli:1 cted only on c cmm�rcial goods imported from 
otbe;r countri es , or �xpo?"'t c d  thc; re: ,  by trade rs ,  as  well as on goods 
pr ocluc.;e d in our tor!'itorL,s on which thB Jagat duty is collecte d. 
. 

✓ 

On such goods, t he Nirkhi levy shall be collected at the follo,,inf" 
ad ·J alorcm rat.a s at t he time of their s ale.  at seasonal rat es :in areas  
cov ,;rc d by YO i.lT agGnts • .Do not harass trade rs on t he gro1.md that they 
sell the sG gooo s at place s whE:lrc your agents ha% not extended th flir 
jurisdic tion.  Once the l evy is c olle cted, and se als affixed on th e  good ? . 
c1o not colle ct it again on the  sa.mo goods. Permit traders to s ell goods 
1ibno vcr they like • 

�-'he 'I'aksari and tho Bhan.sari shall op i.m c onsignmonts in the presH'C"  
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Re.:!.sonable ,F emi s �ons shtll be granted after ascertaining where 
(you) heve not bee.ri .actually able to extend your jurisdiction. Make pay-· 
me .r.t of installm_' ·nts as the se fall due . Sumit accounts at t he e na  of t he -
yr.:.::. r and obtain cloarance' . 

1-hke colle ct ions in the customary manne r ,  and as done by Kulanond 
Jha . Do not treat tr�ers and merc hants unjustly or  har.?.ss them . 

Sche dule of Rate s 1 

( So.me a s  in No • .  S )  
,· . , ', 

Sche dule of Inst allments 

li.dvance (Muhuda) Inst:i llment • • •  Rs 3 , 001 

Shrawnn, Bhadra and .Aswin • • •  Rs "3, 700 . 

Kartik, Marca and Poush • • • R� 3 , 700 

Magh, Falgun and Chaitra . . . Rs 3 , 700 

Ba,isruch, Jestha and Ashc.dh . . . Rs 3 ,  400 

Dhadro Badi 5 ,  1873 , 
R�gmi Research Collections , Vol .  36,  pp . 302 -3 05. 

http:har.?.ss


192. 

Appointment of Moknddrun In Chitaun 182 7 A' .D .,

F:ro m  :ang Rajendra, 

io Ha;rran Hahto'. 

From Baisakh Badi 1, 18 84 (.P.pril 182 7 ) , We hereby appoint you as 
l·bkadcliun f o r· r-ccl3. i1 ;iini ! wast� l unds (Kalabanj ar )  1n the are a situated sO\!t t  
of  the Parganntl. of Gahirawa adj cini� t h e  Kachhar in Ma.rjyacifJUr dis trict.' . 
Bring r yo ts fo r se l'..tlement in t hi s  are a from Jaulpur in the Hoglan, a-s 
,101:1 as from Birta and J .:ig ir lnnds'. Enj ,.;y tux exempt ion .fer 3 yem·s . Fror·, 

· th t: fourt h_ ye s..r ,  pay r E;; vern1e a s  f ollow s e v ery ye ar to th e Amil at the 
Potakhinna, exclusi·1 e °'f Raja--Anka. levie s , tre asure �trove s and fine s 
colle cted from p ersons conv � te d  of Panc hakhat offense s. At the end of. 

· ev c: -:.�y ;,;e ar, s ubm it account� wd obtain cle :arance' . 

Pata tax at Rs 1 p ar Hal of 2 bullo'cks • • •  8 annas 

ISala.mi for Pagari o f  Mokc1.dda: .. •' . .  2 rupees  

,,... For each household requiring a prie' st . . . 8 annas ,'

Tikabhet lovy for Dasha.in fcetivnl • • • l rupo o 

Farakhtana le vy . . . . 1 rupee and 
8 2.nnas 

Promott: reclamation a nd s cttJ.;- mont of this mouja faithfully and 
appropriate;: t t.i£ l6V iu s  and perquis ites due. to you as Moka.dd.::un . 

J.:'st1' c! Badi 2 ,  188 4 
(I'lay 1827  ) ,  
R�;Gmi RG soarch Collections , Vol li3,  pP ,  218-2·19 .  
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The Nepa l Era l 

By
Surya Bikram Gnyawa l.i 

, The Nepa l Era cormnenced on O,ctober 20, P.79 A .D . ,  or on the Ka rtik 
Sukla Prat ipa da \iay in the Vit.<rama YeP.r 936 . Before the introduction of 
this era , other systems were used in Nepa l .  Scholars a re not unanimous ' ·  
in this reg9rd and ava ila ble informat ion too is very meager . 

Two era s �ere' · used in t he  a�cient stone inscriptions of Nepa l .  One ,rci s 
the Amshuvarma era , whic h was used by the Kings of Nepa l during t he seve:nth ' . 
and e ighth Ctnturie s .  t ccording to many schola rs, this era is the same a s  -
the Hars h"l era , which c ommenced in 606 A , D ,  A few scholars a lso ho ld the 
view t hn t  t he Amshuvrirma era wa s introduced by Amshuva rma in 595 A .D . ,  when 
he w� s born or wa s crowned' as  King' . '!'here is � f�reclter controversy wtth .
rG['.Rrd to the era' · used in the stone ins cription''.J of Mana deva and other 
Lic hchhavi Kings. It ha s  been variou s ly interpreted a s  the· Vikrama era , 
the Shaka era and ·t he ·Gupta -Ba llabhi era whic h c ommenced in 319-20 /. . :l .  

Recent ly, ,: ·s c-tiola r ha s point ed out t hat a King o f  Nepl'l l named Mc nt\ ­
deva hnd i�troduced r. now era in 576 t .D ,2 However , no inscription using 
this era has so f-ar been d iscovered . Nep? li scho lars have expressed the 
v iew that  t his is none but Amshuva rma 1 s era' . 

In the same: way, we do not know muc h a bout the Nepn l Era' . In f'� ct >  
we do not even know in  whn t c ircumsta nces it  -W A S  intrQduc�d . - Tb-e Vamshev� l is 
civc r r,anciful story of'  its orig in , which j_s a s  _follows : ·  .� ' 

l. t t he t ime whc,n the Nepa l . Ertl wa s  introduced,  Ananda Ma lla was Kitw 
of Bha dgaun ,  while h1s  eld er hrother , J::iy:--, ci . vo . M� lla , w<1s King of K�thfltl � - i  
D nd PatD n .  Jin a .strologe-r: of  Bhadgaon informed King Annnda .Ma lla that in cr: :_- ,:­
sDnd was t . :! ke:n out at Lakhu Tirtt.£1 on the confluence of - the Bhat ikhu and 
'J is r..numati  rivers ;:it nn  auspic iou s moment, it would t urn into g old . The 
h ing sent men t o procure sand from the pl.a ce ind icated by t he astrologer 
o?t t he a uso icious moment . A Shudra merchant of Katmm ndu , named Sakhc1w1'1 l ,  
saw porters taking the sand to t he King ' s  palBce . He persuaded them t o  lu: . ·· 
the sand a t  his house by paying them money . The porters t hen procured s�n0 

l .  Nepa l Upatyk?.ko Madhya ka lin Itiha s (Medieval History of Nepa l) , 
Ka thm:, ndu 1 Roya l N,:-pa l  .Academy, 2019 ( 1962 ) ,  Chapt er I ,  pp . 1-lC> • .  , 

2 .  K .P .  Jayaswa l ,  Chronology Rnd History of N0pal, pp. 3u-40 . 
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, ga in fr:-:, :- 1  Lakhu Ti.rt ha a nd took it to t he roya l pa lc1 ce . But s ince it hod 
riot been ta ke n out a t  t he auspic iou·s moment �nd1 c nted by t he a strolor, e!" , 
it d id not turn into gold � Thi.s made .A nanda Ma lla furi.ot,Js , �nci he started 
reprua ching t he astro loger ; who he thought h;d dec e ived him . The a stro l or:,· � 
·too ·became d istre s sed when he S8W his knolwedr,e ,Jf a strology unsucces dul' . 
He ther.efor.e dec id ed to t hrow hi!: books on � stro logy into t h e  fire . Mean­
whi.le , when exn m i dng t he � and wh ; ch t h e port ers h�d t.:11'::en t o  t he roya 1 
-pa la c e , King Ana nda Ha lla saw sma l l  nui:;c,.:;;t�  o :i· l!: r l •.t a t  the bot t om of  ti-; .:, .ba skets '. He . t hen ir..rr10d iate ly went t o  t he a sb·c log(; r ,  a nd saw hitn throwin.' · 
his books int o t he f fre . Thi s caus.:.d P,re at d is tr<J s s  to t ho K int". and be 
rrr�v �nted t h0 1:1 strclog ,r  i'r0 r1 t  but·c ini?'. hi :, t, noks . E(, took t bc a .st ro lor:,� 0

• 

to h i s  r, ·-, Lsce ,:1 ';,J s t :m;:e:d b in: t L -'  !_( c, l d  nLg ·_:.,.· U, . 'Ih i t; proved  t hci' t, his  b-10•, ; ­

lodge of ,3 stro logy wa c corra ct' . On 1. hs c1dvice of t he astro loger , th(J Kir, 
inst itute d inq uirie s to f ind out I : ,  i..i t i ,,c. port er s1 hnd brought the s c1nd' . I •. 
wa s t hen d iscovered t hat  t he sr:1;d which h::id be en taken out � t  an auspic ic . · 
moment had been appropr i8 t ::: d  by Sak hawa l ,  t ha merc ha nt , c1n d t ha t  the s D n '.: 
which had be f.m fakcn to t he roy� l pa lac e  hD d b 'J 8 l l  procured c:it a later ,,,e,,.J 

Sakhmrn l t hus bu cnn:d 01-mo r of r n imnG .:.1S5 qu:s nt ity of GOld . With t L, 
perrni s t iori of K ing Jc1yn dcva 1"i :i lb of' Kithmn ndu,  h2 p� id of f t he d ebts of • · 
ent ire inhc1b itrmts of K?.t h.•n;i ndu 11 nd introducc:d  a new ern known' · P s  t h:; � 
Er:1' . Shakhawa l t hem insta l l8d  his stone str tus neri r  the southern gc1ter.: .,.., ., · 
thu Pa s hupat inci th.  temple' . f,fter t hi s ,  he died . 

In due c ourse of t ime , t he name Sh�khc1wa l w,:i s Senskri ti zed into  Sb�· 1 . ­

kha d ha ra' . The era introduce d b y  him boc�me knol-.-n � s the llepn l Er� introdw:J 
by Sha nkha d ha ra' . 3 

i nci nc!a Ma lla wa s King in 275  Nepa l Era' , or llhL-!.:6 J' . D .  TherE: is t r  . .e11-­
fore no need to po int out t ha t  t he VclmshPvn li w:rs ion re g;,rd ing t he or i $.J"' 
of t ba Nupnl  Era is not r0liab k '. It ha s post.-dP.tt::d t hn or ig in o f  th i s �fa. 
�·· •r ?? r' ye<> r·s l.: � ,. ,.I c. • · 

Lc coTding to Ind fa n trn d it ion,  only I" Ch?.krnve rti K ing ha s t ho 2ut i .  
rity t o  introduc e a new era' . It i s  c ommon ly b0lieve d th,, t Vj kr?ma d i  t ·v B , 
who vcinquis hed t he S b.a kP- s , introduced  t ho Vikr<1mP e � a '. In Nepa l ,  it hi 
tra d it i0m lly be lieved t ha t  Huybody who intro duc.:is a no w  ern must p;o.y of ·' · • •  
t he entire debt s o f  t h# �eop le . I t  is clfa r t h 1 t  thfc: story o f  Sakhe, u:'. l � · 
t, ho t rflnsformat ion ,)f sand into g old vm s con c octed on th B  ba s is of t hi :· 
popular tra d it ion . 

3 .  The nP.me S�khtiwo:; l is very do�btful . fil the Hind i languages , Sa kh mc 0- c ·  
trust or conf idenc e . The t.:irn; o f  Sr.khawa'l thus re fers t o  a trusted  or � 
reliable mercha nt . 

Contd • • •  
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It hcl s  not yet been a sce:rta ined whic h Kini? wa s ruling in Nepa l ,when 
the Nepal Er11 wa s introduced • .A ccording to some scho la r s , Raghava Deva wa s 
ruling at that  tim� . But mos t  Vamshava lis , with t he except ion of those 
found by Kirkpa trick a nd Benda ll, do not me nt ion R� v,hDva Deva . P ccord in7 
to · Kirkpatrick, Ragha va Deva introduced the Tarnbula ( ? )  era � The Vams ha v,: l i  

. found 'by Benda l l · only mf:.nt ions the name · of Ra ghava Deva without g ivin� �n;: 

B

. deta i l . Ha d Ra g b: •.ra Deva ' introduced ti new era , this Vamsh;;va li would h?.ve, 
mentioned thr-, f act . The Br: nda ll Vnrrs hA v� l i  mentions Rar- l-..".Jvc\ ·  Deva Ft s  ,1f, l t 
· .?. s  6 of his succos sors' . They ::i re Sr.! id to h;we ruled for a tot M  l pE,riod o/  
-:.35  y0rirs . This fits in w1.th t he a uthorit,:1 t i've dat e of t he re ign of  t.he  
seventh K ing , 1.aX?T: ikamri Deva' . On t he ba s is p f  t hi s  <Jv idence , Benda ll h:. � , 
c ome t Q  the c onclu s fon that the UepR l Era · wa s introduced _by RFtghclva . D6vr . !� 

1 ,t t hi s  eviqencc appe �rs to b e  vreak . 5 · 

· t.�t us now n.a ke a comp1,rr tive study of the Nepil l Era and the Vik172r.ir1 
erci . In North Ind ia , the  VikrP-ma e;r.:i st,<:i rts froI!l the month of Cha itr.:.� , ·
nnd its mont hs . end . on  t he PurnimJ ( fu l l  moon ) dc,y .  In ot her words ,  t hey 
sta rt from t he new moon day . But a ccord ing to scho la rs ,  tha Vikrama ,0rn 
�,m s ca lcul� ted from t he mont h of Ka rt ik in ancient t imes . In Bombay, C·u j::: r � t , 
Knt h ir1wa r '. ond e ls� wh or,:: , t he Vikr nmn ,::;r� sti  11 · c ommenc os  fro m thu mont.L ! )  ' 

Kc:rt i k ,  and its mont hs end on t he n e:w I11oon dc: y .  In ot h1:;1r words , its montk 
start from the  ful l  moon day . The Nep<" l Er� too commences from t b;.; month 
o f  Ka rt ik, o nd it s mont hs end on t he new moon day . 

, ,  

4 .  'l'h:: Vcjms h::,:vn l i  found by B•"'nd::i l l  i s  writt en on nr: 1.PI-lr,a f in t ho anc i•m�, 
Newari  scr'ipt' . It Wf1 $ i:: ompi led during t h(; re ig� o f  Sthit i Ma lla ( C irc" 
13 P.J-96 J.,, .D . ) '. J .  dGt,! i lO d  d e scription of t his VamshAvA li is c ont a ine d  
in the historicA l c)rUclc 'by BendP ll wh ich w?. s publishe d in 19()5 ,q l,m, 
with c'I cAta log of' •. hook� in t he B ir Libra ry compiled h;r Ma hamn hopa dh;,r ,> 
HAra ?ra sA d Sh;:i stri . Yo?i  Nar9h?rina th h:>s pub1 is h!-�d th is  Vamshav-'1 L 
under .  t h0: name of Gopa l Vmns he va li in thG HimRba t Sanskr:i t i , Yea:.· 1 ,  J,: , 

S .  Accord ing to t he  GoP:;1 1  Vams hava li pub l ihsed by Yog :i,  Nar!! h� _r in� th,  t h-, 
period of the re ign o! Ra ch;:i w  Dev!! 1'\ nd his succesrnrs is as follows : .  

Ragh-"ldeva 43 ye�r s  And 6 mcnth.s 

Jayadeva • • • 11) ' ,  
Bikr?.madevc>. . . .  8 And 9 , ' ., , .  

N<'!'rendradeva . . . l ' ' and 6 ' '  
• • •  8� and 6 , ,  ' '  

Ud:;ya deva . . .  5 t , 
11nd · 2  ' z 

Tota l • • • 154 ysP. rs ·  -and 5 �onths 
· /, ccording to Bendall, Laxmikama deva succeeded·. UdDy�deva' . But it is 

diff icult to �ay ,mything prec isely in t his rega rd .  
1 Contd • • •  
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This ha s led s ome scholar s to fo llow K irkpatrick' . in ec:pres s ing t he 
view t ha t  t he Nepa t· Era wa s c onn,; cted with t he- inva s ion of King 'Nanya deva 
of' Karnatak. 6 Thi s inv-1 s ion took oln ce in t he Nenal year 2 17 , correspond ­
ing to  1019 _/\ . p .  However ., · t he Vams hava l i  ' s  sta t e  that it took place in 
the Nepa l yea r 9 or  t he Saka ye;:.ir P ll .  The above -ment ione d view of K irk-

. -patr ick' and othe rs s eems t o  be ba sed on t his  mis t�ke . The V0mshava li  ·thu:: 
ante:..dat e Nnnya deva ' s  inva s ion "t)y 202 yec1r s' . S ince the truth i :� t ha t  Nn n;y , ' · 
deva invaded Nep;i l 202 years a ftar t he introduct ion of  the Nepa 1 Era , it  
is cle�r t hat he is in -no way concerned wit h t he Nepa l Era .  

Neverthe le s s , there is no' . d oubt that t he Nepr:1 1 Era ha s a southern 
origin . We sha ll  now d iscus s . how t his outhern j_nf luence entered into Nenr- : 
1'he Vams h, v:. l is st;itc t hE• t before t ho commencement o f  the NepA l Ert:i , c1 K b- ·  
named V3 ra dcva wP. s ruiing in Nepa l ,  a nd thRt .dur ing his re ign , a BrB hrnri n ,  
who lookr�d l ika ·i"! n i.nca rnri tion of S hn nka ra c hary:.:i , vis ite d Nepa l t o  c1 s c 1=: :r1  � 
how t he regula t ions eni'or cod by Shankara c hrl rya -uere being followed . 7 It 

· a ppGnrs  thc:: t this  v isit cre? ted cons idernble impres� ion on Vara deva , br; c :i 1 : . 
a c cording t o  t he Vamshavn li ,  he rw med his son Shankfl radeva aft er this Bra :1 -
man . fl  It seems possib le , even though t he Vamshava lis have not s a i d  so , t b: .  · 
tti is Bra hman came f com southe rn Ind ia' . In other words , southa rn influen:::,) 
wa s  pronounced in Nepa 1 c:1 t the t irrr3 when t ht:: Ne p.."l l Era wa s introduced . It 
wil l not be surpr ising , t herefo?B , if this ha d s ome influence on t he Nsp:-: ·,
Era' . It is not pos s iblE: to s,1y  c1 nyth ing in th is re gnrd at t his sta ge . 

6 .  Hc1 hema hopn dhy0r, Gaurishankc) r Hira c�nd Oj ha' , Bhartiy::. Pra chin Lioirr.n l� 
Unc i.::,nt Ind im, .S c.: r-ipt s ) ; K irkpt'l trick . 

7 .  The exa ct d c: te o f  Sh;:,nknrr c hPr yt:i ha s not bo on detern, ined . A c cord ing 
to some s c ho lr-> rs ,  hie; wa s born in 788 l . D .  ,-, t id d ied in 11 20 t' . D .  It is 
popularly b ,  l i c;ved t hr t  Shcink;i ra c l'-..D rya vis ite d Nepa l and  appo inted a 
Nr.mhoodr i Dr.:i hrnrin � s  Prie s t  of  t h& P� shupa t inc.ith t8n.p lc- . In t he abs 1:;ne , ,  

- o f  a dequc1te  dP.ta , i t  is  not pos � ibl0 to d eter.mine t o  wha t  o;xtent th i �; 
trad it ion i:, co rrect. . It is  po ss ible t h::1 t  a fter the denth of S_hankarci -

- c:ha rya·, one of his d isc iple s �,is ited Noo;:1 1 And  had some inf luenc e ove r 
t h::: K lng . 

fl .  The Ma habodhi Biha r  of Pa tfln hP. s n copy of tht3 Prn 1rnyTI P11rarr. ita wr'!.ttH. 
on pa lm-leaf . It conta ins t he date 7 ,  when 1 t P;irambh� ttarc1k t;i ha ra j a ­
dhirr:i j Parme shwar Shr1 ' 1 Shankf,ra dava ua s  re igning . It i s  poss ible t h:n 
this nurnb0r ref zrs t o  t he a" te ri ccording to t he Nepa l Ers' . This a lso 
indicates thr- t it wa s Sr1P nkarc1 t h:!va who introrluced t he Nep-3 l Era' . Howa · ;  • 
further researc h is  nec:es sfl ry in this r ,::ga rd . 

Contd • • •  
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The Nepal  Era co�enced on October 20, - 879 .A � D . , · or d ur ing \he end 
of the eighth c entury of the Shaka era' . �he era wttich comenced in 576 P . D .  
a s  ment ioned above appears  to have been introduced during th� latter half 
of the f ifth century of the Shc1 lrn ura' . The discrepancy ot l or 2 yea rs 
.. �hic h is not ice d here p1:::y be due to mi::; Uikes in ca lculation'. As such, 
bot h of :thes e ·era � seem to ·  have commenced dur ing t he �nd of A cen'tury of 
t he Shci ka era .  In anc iflnt time , t he:i:-e is evi dence t hat  t he Shaka ert1 wn s 
h, use  t hroughout t he Hima la�n reg ion' . This is t he reason why t he year 
Mentione d in  the' . ins cript ions o f  M�na Deva and '. other Kings in Ka tl'Jna ndu 
Va lley is rce nrded by s evera l scholars a s  the Shaka year � The Nepa l- �r-1 ,. _wa s introduced in Ka thmandu Va lley only s ubsequent ly. It sta rted during · 1 
t he end of l;) ighth century of t he  Shaka era , a nd it W8S - given :t,he form of  
the Vikrama .era as  c urrent in  the  south . Late r ,  after Pr i thvf Nar8yan 
S h.-:i. h conquered Kat:'tuna ndu Va lley , he abolished the use of t he NE:p::i l ErP 
for off'icfa l purpos Gs a nd introduced t he Shaka era in t he form in whic h 
it wa s used in t he hill  a reas of northern Ind ia . During t he Pr im-a Minister ­
sh ip of C ha ndra Sh�msher , t h �  use o f  t he Shak-:1 era f0r of fic i a i  'Purpo::; u: . 
1 1MJ r1bolit: hed , c! nd rcp l., c ed by t he V ikrama era a s  it wa s  u.s.-:d 'in northe rn 
Ind i .::, .  

It is po ss ib le t h::i t  t he Nepa l Era was introduced by taking' · t he year 
801 of t he Shakc. ,.1ra a s  yr;_.a r l ,  ignc,rfog the f ir st 800 yea rs . It is  a lsr) 
po s s ible t h� t  i n  clue; cnurse of  t irne this ca lc ula t ion a s sumed t he t'orm o f' 
n new era' . But t his  sta tfJment la cks c lear evidenc0'. Even t hen,  s i�ce s uc h  ;a pra ct ice wa s  common in Ind ia , it is pos s ible that it wa s  a dopted in Ne,)P l 
a lso '. 9 

Kie lhorn 1!1 ha s orovo d tha t  t he f irst day of the N1Soal Er.a � . . was· Oc+ ohc�r . .' 

'.io, P.79  J, · . D . , or t he:., Shuk:lc1 Pra t ioci dA d:,y in t he month of Kart ik in t he 
Vikr?ma :vn cir 936 cormnenc irig in tho month of ChA itra' . He ha s  a ls o  proved 
t. h2 t in case  t hE figure 937  is A dded to t he mont hs ·rrcm Kai· t. ik to FA'lgun 
in t he Nepa l Erc1 , a nd the: f igure 938 ·to t. be months from C ha itrci to  fl. swin , 
t h,:, rr.odcrn Vik! . i r1a era re sults '. NeoFl li a stronomers have not ma do a s  deem 
study _ of thr:, Sha ka .<1nd Nepa'l era s a s  Kiclhorn � A c cord1.ngly; st,me con"'.: 5' iori 
appea rs to be exist ing in thj s rcr:� rd in t!E pa l .  Th is is proveb by a book 
on astro logy cnt 1.t le d Khanda Kha dya 1'ika ll written in t he Newari sc_ript , 
uhich is a va ilabh: at  the Bir Libr:-iry i.n UP. 1.1<1 l .  Accor d ing to t his w ork , 
t ho Nepa l i  Era ca n be conv�rt9d int o t he Shak::i or;i if \he f igure 802 ir, 
added to it . In othe r wo.r(': .  , t he a uthor of th is ' work ignored t he  f?.t:t th;; i. 

I 

9 .  Suc h .1 sys tem of ci-i lcula t ion w� s oopularly fo llowed in Ka shmir .' · 

10 . Indian antiqunry, PArt 17 , September 18� . 

11 . Bir Library c�ta log , Part 1,  p .  26 . 
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. 
the twelve months of t he two era s ·are not uniform , be caus e the Nepa l Era 
sta rts in the month of Kart ik .  The Bir Library also c onta ins a work ca'lled 
Navaratnam by �arnodar Br� tta , wh ich g �ve s the SM ka dat e of  Marga Vadi 
A shtami,  1607 , a s ' · corresponding to t he Neps l yea r r06 . Acrording to the 
Khanda Kha dya 'f ika , the equiva lent date should have been 1608 Shaka , _by 
adding 802 to the Nepal year 806'. But s inc e both t he Vikr ama and the S.hak:-, 
eras conunence in t he  month of C ha itra , only ROl shoi.1ld be added to t he 
Nepa l ye ar 806 to get t he equiva lent Sh:.i ka da te- of 1607 . 

. Many s uc h  n,ist1J .h ,.,s  ha vl'3 been c omrnit : ed whi le cci lc ulating equiva lent ,, _
chh; s for t he two eras . For ex�mp la , ci work c a lled Pitr t Bhakt i  'l'arangir. i L .  
g ives the Nepa l year 7P:L a s  t he equivalent of the Sh,. k· ye ar 1�'37,  thus 
s·howing a difference of f-iO) �,rears betwe.:m the two • 

. In the opir�ion of solT'.e. hi storians , t he Nep£i l Era wns introduced t o  
commemorate t he enrl of the dom ina t ion o f  Nepa l b y  the Tihetan King Srong 
Tsan Gampo , who d kd in 650 ./1 . D.  But t he dominc-1 t ion whic h Tibet establis h ,' : 
over Nepa l durinr.; the early seve nth cs1ntury P,. s  nomin.;1 1 � nd short-live d • .  
.After - the death  of Srong Tsan Gampo , t ro re conJnenced a long war between 
Tibet and China' . This t ied up t he hands of Tibe t ,  s o  that it h� d ne it he r  
th� c apa c ity nor t he  t ime to s e e  wh:->.t  wa s  happening i n  distant Nepa l . Mo� ·  • 
ove:c , ·  ::1 : a result of - t he cultur;:i l rela tions which were e stablished b0twe :: � 
Hepa l and 'I'ibot during this pc_riod,  the ir re l a t ions ha 11 become wn-y a f f'r l'.' ­
t iona te and mut ually reS"pP.ctfnl and had no pl.8 c e  for domir.� tion of any br:-

12 • lb id , p .  195 . 
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' Birta' Confisca t ion Regula t ions , 18')5 P- .D � 
I 

From King Girba n ,  

T.:, Dittha Sandhy<l Va idya .' · 

You have requested for re gulations to 9 etermine va lid and in,Ja lid grAnt.s 
amonr: records  c o llected by Bhutya · 'l'hapa , Rama nano and Ja siwant Thana' . You 
d id ,;ell .  We he re by ene ct the foliowing l"egulations . •  Aet accord ingly': 

1 .  .A ll lands which la ck s igmiture s ( i . e .  documentary evidence o f  title ) ,  
and in re spe �t to which people oc cupying a d jo in ing la nds sta te thr-i t 
they do not. know the n.�me o f  t he King who granted t he la nd , or of 
t he person who obta ined it , sha ll be c onf iscated . 

2 � Even if �- i�ne ture s are la cking ,  but pe.ople o ccupying adjoining land s 
tak0 of.1th on the Har ivamsha , t he lands s hall  be confirmed . 

j ;  

3 . In ca ses where documen•·. s are ave ilab�e , but , boundarie s a re . not 1men­
t ione d ,  t he araa f!l(➔ nt ioned in the documents sha ll be confinned . a nd 
the s urplus s ha ll be c onf iscated . 

L. .  In ca se do cument s a r0 e vfl i lable , a nd the b ounda ries too a re ment ionod , 
( th.-, la nds ) s he 11 b-::· cou f' i rmc. d c1 e cording t o  s uch boundar ies . 

5 .  Io cs se peonle occupying adjoining la nds take oath t ha t  docUJOO nts 
existed previous ly, but wcr0 la ter d e stroyed by natura l  ca lamit ie s ,  
·and t int  t k7  ha d seen a n9 perused such documents , ( t he lands ) s ha ll 
bE, con firm cd . 

� .  P, 11 lands purc ha sed froM New.r s s ha ll be confisca ted , whether or not 
doc'UITlf.::nts P.re a va ila ble' . 

7 .  Only ro lin ble peopl� who ha ve lived in tb e adjoining area for' · �  lonr 
t ime sha l l  be madG to t?ke oat h  on the &rivarns ha wit h due care , ·  
making t hem s i �  P. st;itement t ha t  the ir life , a s  we l l a s  t hn t  o f  th ,"1 
mnmbe rs of th s ir family (will be forfe ited' ) if t hey s uccumb to .  fa vol' 
of t.?ko br ib0 s . . f 

f .  A ll lanns ritua lly' . g ifted a s  BirtR , Bandh� or Guthi by personsn. other 
than Kings whose  authority h? s re en conf irm,�d shA ll be c o nfis cated . 

9 .  In ca se t he King who had ritun Uy g ifte d any land as Birta had not 
fixed t he boundar io s a nd the A re a , a nd King s  ot. mr t han his de�t::en­
dants ha rl  fixed t he bound a 'rie s ,  such Birui la nds s ha ll be confisca ted . 
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Birta s granted by the Crown Prince and the Chief Que en shall b'
conf inned . In case paddy lands subject to Pota tax - have been utilized 
wit hout paying this tax, t he amount due so fa r  s ha ll be calculated f 1 
and collected . ·' 

Ba isakh Ba d i  6 , 1862 , 
Rcgmi Research Collections ,  Vol .  6 ,  p .  501 . 

Use Of Pa languin Ih Jumla , 1844 A' .D .  

From King Rajendra , 
..

To the ryots  of Tripurakot ( Tibrikot) division ( dara ) '. 

You have submitted the fo llowing pet ition to us thro ugh Anant Padhya , 
RnmsRran Padhya , Shyamdli.a r  Padh7c! nnd Syamdhar Kathayet : 

1 10ur re lat ives and K insinen pet itioned to Subbl'I Rudravir Shahi tha t  they 
should be all owed to carry the bride in a Pa lanquin ( do li ) ·  during weddings . 
Subba Rm ra vir Sha hi P. ccord ingly issued an order grant ing them pennission 
to do so . � ccord in�ly, (our rela t ives and Kinsmen) carry t he bride in a 
Pc1 lc1nquin duri ng weddings . We too s hou ld be p0 rmitted to -qse the Pa lanquin 
s imila rly. '' 

The petition h� s been referred to us . We hereby promulgRte this order 
under tbe rnya l seal  t o  t he effe ct that in the future (members of) · all 
cc:ste s other than Dum may carry the bride in a Palanquin d uring weddings . 

Jestha Badi  10, 1901 , 
H.egmi Re sea rch Coll.::: ctions , Vo l .  3/i , pp . 629-630 . 

(S . B .M. ) .  
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