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Matwali Chhetrisl

by
Dor, Bahadur Bisht.

Originally, I held the view that«Chhetris comprised the second plece

after Brahmans,in the caste systam as it is generally understood, irrespec-

ive of its mythological and historical background. Although it is not
~m,epted that all communities except Mulsims can be divided into'fouwr Varn-.
T wazs one of thoss who believed that Brahmans and Chhétris are distinct
catogories in the caste hierarchy. How:ver, the results of recent research
should help us to eschew such preojudices. Chhetris are divided into difforn:
sub-groups such as Thzkuri, Khas and Khatri, just as Brahmans are divided
into Purviya, Mumai and Jaishi, This 1is known to all. But it is only rccert!
that pcoplo have come to know that Matwali Chhetris too form sub-group of
Chhotrise. .

The Muluki Ain (Legal Code) which was -in fowce d'uring tho Rana rcgis.
describoe katwalis as those who customarily;censumed liquer, It placed
Cihictris above Matwalis in thoe caste hierarchy. Tha very tem Motwali
Bhhotri therefore sounded incengrucus. But in the light of what I have
personally secen und heard in the course of my tow of Jumla, Titrikoc ard
Yugu districts, widch form parts of tie Karnali zdnejy I deem it necessary
to prosant the fcllowing facts. _— T

In the courcs of my visit to Tibrikot district, I visitod the Tibriwet
District Panchayut Of fice. Ope.oif the District Panchayat membe re gave hii ¥
Lae as M"Seunc Bisht". After telling him that wy surname too was "Bisht"?'
casually rcmarked that "wo are brothors", But he pointed out that he was +.°
Matwali Chhotri. Therc were other Matwali Chhetris too on that occasion.

Mhey told me that Matwali Chhetris had several swrnames such as Bohra,
Kathayat, Thegpa, Rokaya, Bisht, Budha, Budhathoki and Bhandari. Tho lm~ Ay
Chhetri pOpuL.t:.on compriscs 1, ;000 familiss in 24 villages in Tibrikot
district. The breakdown is as J‘.‘ollcms:-

1. Dor Bahadur Bisht, "Matwah Chhctns" (Liquor-Drinking Chhetris)
Prasnyn (\Tepall s Quarterly, publishod by the Royal Ngpal Acadomys
Tear I, No. 1, 2027 (April 1970), 85-90 pp.
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Villoge : No. of Fe.:r.-:ilies " - . Village ~! No. of

. . Familie:

- 1. Dhoresen - 38 '13. sGhanda - " 60
2. Rini - 61 U. Choom - L5
3. Patmara . 67 - 15. Hurd - 25
L.  Bote -, 50 16. Mhari - 16
5. Lhorpa - 50 17. Urgu - 30
6, Japan - 16 18. ’Muduli\ - 15
7. Lami & 22 19. Guthd - 52
8, Tirkhu - 36 20, Kundi- - 37
9. " Lhoro ™ 72 - 21, Mani - 32
10. Nelphi & 60 — 22, Pahadigaun - 65
11. Pirys 8 100 23, Mandara - 1
12, G;a;rigé.'ﬁn 5 38 - 2. Dilliket - 20

These :f.‘c.m:l.l:.es comprise nearly 50%¢ of the tott.l population of the district. .
Nlatwall Chhetris -far outnusber sacred thrsad-wearing Chhetris. Matwali Chhetri.
are simply called Matwalis. They do not wear the sacred thread; and they ;
~consume liquorg teer and chicken, but not pork. Saune Bisht told me that sevz~ -
ral of nis close relatives wear the sacred thread, but that he and many other”
do not do 30 because the district is too cold to permit the observance of th»
roligious rituals.which this act obligates. Moreover, they are prohibited
from consuming liquor once they stort wearing the sacred thread., They also
stated that the Kalyal Kings of Jumla used to permit any ore who ploased
them or killed tigers or capturced wild horses to wear?the sacred thread, .

/31 the poople that I cama across when I reached Patmara and Bunira on
ny woy.to Mugu Gam-Gadhi were Matwali Chhotris. I also met sacred thpead-
woaring Chhetris. at Lumsa village, while I was going to Mugu villogo, which
lies on tho border. Here too most of the local Matwali Chhetris maintained
that they were not interested to wear the sacred-thread becausc of the lini-
tations of the climatc as well as of commensal taboos. It was very difficult
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© to find Brahmon priests who could solemnize sacred thread investiture csremoe
nies. Some people who frankly said that they did not want to wear the sacred-
throad because their forefathers did not do so. One or two persons even -
remarksd, "Why should we bother about this, when even people weoaring the
sacred-thread are now casting it off 2w

The Matwalis' surnames correspond to those-of other Chhetris. Matwalis®
rosemble other Chhetris in physical features. They wear similar clothas,
sp..ak the same lanruagc and follow tho same rcliglon. There is therefore
0o doubt that Matwalis and Chhetris beleng to the same caste. The question
nay then arise: "Wny have Chhotris becn divided into the sacrod-thread
wearing and Matwali  sub-groups ?" We shall discuss this quostion lator in
this article.

I noticed dwring my tour that different castes or communitios worship
diffuront family deitics. I thought that this fact would help mec to detur-
minc the origin of the division of Chhetris into tho zbove-mentioncd two
categorioss Accordingly, I made inquirics of Matwalis sbout their family
deiticse I lcarncd that Mashta and Durga Bhawani are the family deitiecs cof
all peoopls in this area, Poople customarily refer to Mashta as "Barhamash:it®
(representing T,wclvo brothers) and Bhawani as Navadwga Bhawani.

Varaha and 74as}rb are among thao fmﬂv ‘deities of many Brahmen
‘Aiving in arcas wost of the Karnali and Bherdi zones. It is thereforc
possible that the term Barhamashta (Barha-lwelve) was subscquently” identi-
ficd by the Sanskrit words Varzha and Mashta, This view may not appear te
"be incorr:et for those who believe that lMashta, the ancient deity of the
Vudic period, had migrated to arcas east of Nepal from the west and the
orizinal forw of the Nepali languapge can be found in the western hill roeil.:
of Nipal, .isked to identify who were tho twelve brothers represcated by
Mizhta, the Matwalis gave their names as Babiro, Hyangre, Sunargaun, Thary.
Kelashilto, Dnandar, Kshtrapala, Kawa,Bijulidanda (Ukhadi), Budhu, Gura
and Mohakal. Ifhis mgnt create th(.. imprission that these tuelvo brothers
(Mashta) werc named after particular places. But according to mady persons
tne truth was just the oppositc. Thcro are no doubt 12 villages of thesc
rozmes in Jumle district. But those were actually named after the twelve
brotners represented by Masnta.

The deity known as Mashta did not soim to have definite physical
features. Inside there wero hoaps of imperfect wooden imagus of ordinary
type, having cyes, ncses and mouths carved on.them, togethcr with somc
. tolls, tridents, snell festoons made of cloth and a few altars situatcd
e plmaardl; . Thosc remind ‘ona of the stone image, or a simple stonc not
contoining any image, covored with vermilion, flowers, otc, which onc so. s
insido tomplcs at scveral places inciuding Kathmandu Valloy and Jurla its. ..
Howevor, these temples of Mashta and their altars leave a totally difforen:
impression. The ritusls observed in thesa areas are clearly differant frc:
thogo followed elsewhere .
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It was difficult to identify the images not only of Mashta but salso
of those deities which are widely worshipped by Hindus. I saw a blacksmith
on the main route leading to Tibrikot near the confluence of the Tila aml
Jauwa rivers who was engaged in polishing a metal image about 6 inches long,
with a Crown as well as -a Khadga (sword) in one hand and flowers in the . .
other. Tho image was seated on a chair. Asked to identify the deity reprc-
sented by the imago, tho blacksmith referred to Gamosh. Ho said he usually
made such idols and sold them at the Khalanga market of Jumla for Rs 15.0U
to s 20.00 ¢ach.

During my overnight halt at Patmara, I asked pecople abouv the names
of deities, They menticned the names of Mahadev, Maruddha .{Maharudra ?),
Lama, Mashta, bBhawani, Kuladco, Bantapal and Mahabai, The wost important
.dcitios as stated by the Thakuris of Pinagaun in Mugu district were Rum,
Bihin, Lama, Mhabai, Khapar and Betal. H

At Patmara, I casually hcard the word Khasan for the first timo. I
was told that it was a common practice tc call this area, which is inhabiccd
by Khasas, as Khasan, just as the northern border area,. inhabited by Bhotcs,
is called Bhot, tho Magar-inhabited arca of tho Rapti zones as Magarat,
end the Tharu-inhabited southern area as Tharuwan..Liko Bhot, Magarat,.and
‘Tharuwan, Khasan did not have clear-cut boundaries. In actual practice,
arcas whore those communitics arc in the majority aroe known by theédé namss.
But it is not possible o f£ind pcople who can indicato the boundarie s of |
Khasan and identify t he doscendants of the Khasa community,.Tho reason is -
that Khasas have migrated muny times and both the definition and the origin
of the term Khasa, have becn distorted.. :

At present, Khasa or Khasiya is used in different arcas of the Karnali,
Bheri, Scti and Mahakali zones in derogatory terms while rc ferring to
Chhetris and Matwali Chhctrise In the Nepall langusge, Khasa means "fall®,.
Soro haveo thereforo speculetod that people belonging to the Khasa comuunity
tust have Mallen" from some place, that they must have been '"fallen" from
Brahmans.. To prove this, some have even quoted the point made By some well-
Imown historians that Parashuram had exterwinated all Chhctris. This confuued
for a long timc. Cne really vondcrs phy and how the torm Khasa finds mention
snly in history and mythology, agd why it has now become difficult to rind
any p<rson % :¢ would lik~ to'be ddentifiecd as a Khasa. -The very word Khasa
has become deospicable, wlthough several important national pirsonalities are
duscondants of the Khasas, ond the Khasa dialect was thc original form of
thce present national langu=ge of Nepal.

But the term Khasa does not have a dérbgatory cennotation. The descen-
dants of Khasas, who had spread from West Asia to wustern Nepal travelling
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alon:T the Pmalayan areas, and. eventually succeaded in establishing a poww--ﬁ
ful smpire, have qot tqtally di sappeared.? S

The: po.verfu,!. I\.haaas who liad established an empire of 'L"malr own streir -
ine’through Dailekh znd Kusliiicot in western Nepsl and the areas to the
north and west of MMustang, o.nd up- te Purang arnd Guge in Tibet from the
c»laventh to the flftc *m:h can .,ury, w«ra t111 then unuulturcd.

ThLy were 1gnorant of thc Hlndu culture and beheved only in Sham-

nism. This can boc surmised from the present condition of thé Karmali zone

W2 have never found any cxample in which culture and civilization have
developed in the absence of political accomplishicnts and occnomlc prosp. -
rity. The Khasas cannot be an exccption to thls ruic. It d2¢3 not appaar
that: the Khasas had adopted the Findu culture 'in its rcfincd form before
-the eloventh century. Thcy mizht have worshipped only Hashta, the vedic
deity, for s:veral centuries. During the medieval veriod, when their erpire

extended to T:Lbet which aahwod to Lama.:.sm, the Khasas had adopted Budanism
at the dawn of tholr civilization., This is confimed by the stone _inscrictiew
of .ths Sana King Prithvi Malla discovered by Yogi Nerahari Nath.

The Khasa idngs had cmbraced both Lamaism .and Hinduism. This is proved
not only by stcno inscriptions but also by the fact thut ono of the deities
still worshipped by puoplc in tho Kamali zone is a Lema. Moreovers, Priesk
(Dhamis) of thc tamples’of Maslita recite .some pravers in thz Tibetan l:n
Tho rradual Sanskritizaticn of the Khasa larguage must have started duria
’ohi., pericd. The Khasa Kings must have started:calling themsclves Thakur en

Thakuri at tke :m.,plratlon of theoir Brahman adv1.,ors and, possibly, sow:
Rajput Chhotris. :

After the Knasa kings and other mamb:rs of the ruling family started
calling themselves Thakuriz; the other Khasas too b gm.td wezr szcrcd
thread and call- themselves:a Chhetris. Those whe :m,lm...d to be known e
Khasa began to_ be despised, =nd looked upon unculturod poorle. In thesc
circumstances, it was raturial that people should werit to wear the sacre..
thrcad and succecd in doing s either.by killing tigors, Boar, or wila

2 Giuseﬁpe Tucci, Preliminary Regort On Two Scientific Expeditions In
Nepal, pp. h3-130, Baburam icharya - Nepal Ko S'mskrlb:.k Parampara'
'Okpal's Cultural Tradltwn;, Cov'khapatm Bhadra Sy 2020 (&pte risr
1963)..

3. Yogi Narshari Neth, Ttimac Frakash, Vol. 1, Part 2, poe S6-59.
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horsas or participating in war; thereby pleasing the King or other influen-
tial persons. No wonder then the term Khasa should have be~n looked unon with
centempt. This is prebably why those Khasas who have not ‘been able to wear
gacrad thread have started -:2lling themselves Matwali Chhetris, regarding

the word Khasa as humiliating. It may be noted thst different people in Nerad
had, in diffcorent stages of history, attempted to conceal the real name cf

the commmnitics to which thay belonged. It is thereforc natural that the '
Khasas too should have sought to discard the name of their community. The
‘Koches of Morang and Jhapa districts had started calling thomselves Raj-
. banshis aftor embracing Bralmanism in the 18th century. Thosc Koches who

were unable to cnjoy the status of Chhetris embraced Islam,rl while at the
sam: time calling themsclves Rajbanshis. A more recent exarnle is of the
Thakalis living at Thak-Satsayz along the bamks of the Kaligandalki m'.v-c-r'.5
Several now communitics zro actually in the process of emergeonce and ::OVCI"‘l
cxisting ones arc on the point of being disappearingn Thgre are many ¢z roR s
. of such developrents within the Newar community as well.© ;

R e e

/

(1) Swayambhu Lal Shrestha, "Rajbanshi Tayagu Chmumn Khana' in Jhiji.

- (2) Brian Hodgson: "On the Koch, Bodo And Dhimel TrlbLS" in Miscella~
noous Eesays Relating to Indian Sub_]x,cts Vol. 1,
Sectien 1, Part 3.

(1) Dor Bahadwr Bisht, "Thc Innovators of Uppér Keli Gandaki®, Ramjhar:,
Vol. 5, No. 3. -

(2) Christoph Von Fuhrcr Haimendorf: "Caste Concepts And Status Disting -
ticn in Buddhist Communities of -
Westarn Nepal," in Caste And Kir
Tn Nepal, India and Ceylon.

6. Colin Rossor: "Social lobility In The Newar Caste Systom.t
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The Nirkhi Lavz

1. IJara G“ant To Chhotg. ulngh Mewsar
From King Rana Bahadur Shah,
‘To Chhote. Singh"'Newé'r'.' |

.-We hereby grant you authorltv to collect the Nirkhi levy on the.sale
and purchase of gaods brouzht by traders throughout owr territories, after
appointing your agents at the check points mentioned below. Permit the salc
ard purchase of goods imported by traders from abroad, or exported by theow,
as well as on copper, iron, lsad, wax, bikhma, chiraita, rutkl, jatamasni,
cardaman, cotton, tejpat, taj and paper at s:zasonal rates. At all places
covered by your agents, ents, collcct the Nirkhi levy at 1% each from both the
seller and the purchaser, thus waldng a total payment of Rs 2. Transmit
tho proceeds tg the Toshakhana,

Do not harass traders on the ground that they conduct commercial trun-
sactions at places whare your agents tave not extendod their jurisdiction,
Grant reasonable rcmissionz in the evint of natural calamitics, At the zn i
of the yoar, submit accounts and obtain clearance. Do not colloct the iirk¥
lcvy on goods not montionod herc, including goods meamnt for tho royal palug
goats and gelding goats, zhee, oil, pulses and foodgrains of all varietics.
Once the Mirkhi lovy is collected and soals affixed on the goods, permit
traders to sell such goods wherever they like,

The Taksari and the Bhansari shall open concigrments in the presencu
of agents of the Nirkhi collector.

In case any discropancy is noticed in the imposition of tho Nirkhi
- lcvy, wo shall give the mattor duc consideration and issuc another order.
" to removo it. We shall also grant rzaccnapls expensas in the 1ight of -
rovenus collected from this lovy, with due congideraticn to the work of -
ctaff required for such collecctlon.

List Of Chock-Poirts Where Mzents Are
To Be Appointed

Kathmandu, Patan and Bhadgow towns.

Kalyari, Bhainse, Dolalghat, Xalinjore, Jhinkhu-Dobhan, Kanpur,
Charange, and Sindhuli in the ocast.

Mahosh Dobhan, Kallirighat, Budhasing, Devighat, and Pangu in the :
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Syaphru, Timure, Listi, LIan:L and Chhelankhu in the north,

Shravan Badi 3, 1855,
Regmi Research Collactlonsg Vole 22;, PP 65L~626.

2.+ Extyact From Regulations Promulgated In 1799 A.D. In The Name Of R achandra
Pudaszini and Doman Chauchari For Collection Of Revenuss Not Included In
Ijaras In &he Eastemn Tarai Districts

Saction 7. Collect the Nirkhi levy a% theorate of 1% sach from both
the selleroand the purchaser on transactions in goods conducteu in the
Tarai, except on goods being supplied to or procurad from Kathmandu Valley-

Falgun Badi 5, 1855,
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 2L, pp. 705.

3. Imposition Of Nirkhi Lavy, 1800 A.D.

From Girban,

To the Amalidars, Dwarss and Jethabudhas throughout our torritories north
of Tokha.

We hereby impoge the Mirkhi levy c¢n transactions conducted by traders
and meochants throughout our territoriesg at the rate of 1% from the pur-
chasor and 1% from the scllcr; thus making a total payment of 2%. Ve horce
by grant a contract to Mahindrs Singh for the ccllection of this levy with
effect from the yoar 1855, .

Let him collect this levy on goods sold by tradars and merchants on
comnercial basis at the followim_ rates in the areas under your jurisdiciicno
£1so let him appoint his sgents at differont piaces. You shall be held tc
have cormitted an offense and awarded punishment in casc anybody creatcs
any oostruction.

Schedule of Rates

Particulars ; ‘Rato of Levy

Jowelry, textiles, pasmina fabrics,
gencral merchandisp, dewarg, kochin,

sigrdf, mercury, falcons (bu:, jurra), _
5, horses - ks 2.00 per Rs 100.00

COntd. o0
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Goods brought by traderS, tea,

dhumar, dry foods of all cate- |

cories, homespun cloth (ichadi,

chaga, paga), blankets, yellow
© orpiment (hc.rlta ) ; borax, wax
' Male buffaloes |

Iron, tobacco (surti, tamakhu),
herbs and drugs, paper

Raw cotton, salt
Coppar
Charas (Narcoticd, yaks tails

HMusk

Sheep, chyangra goats

. Falgan Badi 30, 1865¢

Le

. "B ‘annas per' ‘load

'8 annas per pair

. 4 annas per load

2 annas per load
ﬁs l'_.O_O per load
ﬁs 12 per load

10 arnas per sheer

1 a2nimal on a flock of %D

Similar orders were issued separately in the namcs of fmalidars,
Dwergs, Jethabuddhas and Birta owners also in areas sast of Bhadgaun,
wost of the Bishnumati river and south of Patan town.

Rogmi. Research Collections, Vol. 2L, pp. 134-135.

Ijara Grant To Mahindra Singh Mewar

‘From King Girban,

o Mahindra Singh Newar.

We horoby grant you a contract (Ijara) for the collection of the
Nirichi levy on thc sale and purchase of goods brought by traders as
uentioned below, by appointing your agents at different check-points,

The Nirkhi levy shall not be collected on foodgrains, ghoc, oil,
coats and gelding goats, goods meant for the royal palace and all good.s
praduced in Nepal on which tho Jagat duty is not coliected. It shall be
collectad only on commcrciscl goods imported from othor countrigcs or
exported there by traders, as well as on goods praduced in our territoe
ries on which the Jagat duty is ccllected. ,
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Transactions in respect to such goods shall be permitied at seasomal
ratese In all places where you have appojinted your agonts, coll:ct the
Nirkhi levy at 1% each from both-the seller and the purchassr, thus makicz
a total payment of Rs 2%. Transmit the proceeds to the Toshakhanz,

Do not harass traders on tho ground that they conduct commercizal
transaction in places where your agents have not extsonded thedir jurisdic-
tion. Grant reasonable remissions in the evant of natural calamities.

XLt the end of the year, submit accounts of the contract and obtain
clearance.

Once the levy is collocted and seals affixed on the goods, permit
traders to sell them whercver thcey like.

The Taksari and the Bhansari shall open consignments in the presci-c
of the agents of the Ijaradar, .

In casc any discropancy is noticed in the imposition of this levy,
we shall give the matter due considcration and issue enother order to
remave it.

Schedule of Rates

(5ame as in No. 3).

E¥algun Badi 30, 1856, :
Rcgord Research Collections, Vol. 24, pp. 132-13L.

Reimposition Of Nirkhi Levy, 1805 A.D.

From King Girban,

To thc fmalidars, Dwares, Jothabudhas and Birta owners of diffecront zareas
throughout the hill region north of Tokha and south of Tibet.

The Nirkhi levy had bocn abolished at one time, but 'wo now hereb;s
rcvivo it and impose it at the following rates per cent on goods sold
on co:imercial basis by traders, merchants and pedlars all cver our

‘kingdom. We also hereby grant = contract for the collcction of this levy

to Mohindra Singh for the period from Shrawan Sudi 13, 1862 to Shrawsn
Sudi 12, 1863. Let him colloct this levy on goods sold on ‘commercial
basis by tradors, merchants ond pedlars at the following rates in the
arcas undsr yowr jurisdiction.
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Schedule of Rates

Particulars Rate of Levy
Jewelry, tcxtlles, pasmina fabrics,’ o
Dewang, Kochin, Sigrif, mercury,

falcons (Baj, uurra), elnphants, - .
horecce “ wew Re L

Ll

per Rs 100.G0

. Goods trought hy traders, toa,
Dhumar, dry fruits of all
cubegorizs, homcspud cloth
(Khadi, Chaga, Pega), blankets,
yollow orpiment (Harital), borax, s

wax, needles, thread .es 6 amuas per load

Male buffaloes o _ | .. 6 annas par pair

Iron, tobacco (Surti, Tamakhu), . |

herbs and drugs, paper : - eee L annas per load

law cotton, salt . ... 1% annas per load
Copper eee 12 annas per load
Charas (nurcotic), yeks tails | ..« Rs 1% por load

Fusk s..’ - 10 amnas per seer
Sheep, Chyangra gloats eee ) amimal on a flock SH

Bhadra Badi 9, 1862,

Similar orders were issued soparately for the. hill rogions betwee-
Bhadgaun and tne Kanaka river in the east, with the oxception of thg
Tarai north of Sikharmadi and Sindhuli, and between th_e‘Bl.uhrmmati and

.Bheri révers in the west, with the exoeption of Palpa, Gulmi, Argha,
Khanchi and the Tarai. '

Regmi Research Collections, Vol, 19, pp. 227-228.
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6. Ljara Grant To Mahindra Singh Newar, 1805
From King Girban,
To Mahindra Singh Newér.

We hereby gromt-you a one-year contract (Ijara) of Rs 15,001 for the
collection of . the Nirkhi levy (dastur) from Shrawan Sudi 13, 1973 to
Strawan Sudi 12p 1974 in the regions situated withfin the following boun-
daries, with the exception of Palpa, Gulmi, Argha, Khanchi and Salyan:-

Fast of the Bheri river,

West of the Kana (Ka) river,

North of Sikhammadi, Sindhuli and Hitaura, and,
South of the Tibetan frontier.

Appoint your agents at different check-points and collect lovies
at the following rates on the sale of goods brought by merchants:-

(The Nirkhi levy) shall not be collscted on foodsrains, ghee, oil,
sesamo, mustard, goats and gelding goats, goods meant for the royal
palaco and &ll goods produccd in Nepal on which the Jagat duty is not
collected. It shall be collocted only on commercial goods imported from
otrer countriss, or exportzd therc, by traders, as well as on goods produccd
in owr torritories on whicu the Jagat duty is collected.

On such gcods, the Nirkhi lcvy shall be collected at the follewing
ad valorem rates at the time of thad r sale at seasonal rates in aieas
covered by your agents. Do not harass traders on the ground that they
scll these goods at places whore your agents have not extended thelr
jurisdiction. Once the levy is collected, and seals affixed on the goodu
do not collect it again on tho samo goods. Permit trader to sell goods
wvhorevor they like.

Tho Taksari and the Btansari ahall open consignments in the prescnce
of the Ijaradar's agents,

Reasonable remissions shall be grantei after ascortaining where you
havo not besn actually able to uxtond your jurisdiction. Make payment of
installments as these fall due. Submit accounts at the end of tho yoar end
obtain clearance. Pay interest at commorcial rates if installments arée
not peid whon due,

Contde..
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. Sch_edule of Rate_s
(Same as in No. S).

Schedule of Installmeﬁts -

Total payment dus for the one-year period
from Shrawan' Sud:. 13, 1862 to Shrawan 12,

1863 - | ~ +.. Rs 15,8010
Advanceopaymento : .;. Rs 2,001
Balance ' ... Rs 13,000
Installmentse
Bhadra g BE T eee . Rs 1,300
Aswin .¢.  Rs 1,300
Kartik .-« Rs 1,000
Marga  eee Rs‘1,200
~ Pousho . Rs 1,000
Magh - uee  Bs 1,000
Falpm . ..e  Rs 1,300
Chaitra © .+ ... R3 1,200
Baimkh % h eed :Rs.i,OOO
Jestt-xa | RTINS ks 1,000
Ashadh ... s 1,000
Shrawano. 5. 4 - .se - Rs 1,000

Bhadra Badi 9, 18629
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 19,. pp. 229-231.

Contd.,.
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7. Ijara Grant To Hanumant Singh Newzr, 1816 A.D.

From King Girban,
To Hanument Singh Newar.

We hereby grant you' a2 one-year contract (Ijara) for the collection |
of the Nirkhi levy from Shrawan Sudi 13, 1973 to Shrawan Sudi 12, 197;; in
tre regions situated within the following bcundaries, with the exceptlon ‘
of Palpa, Gulmi, Argha, Kharchi and Salyan;- i

EBast of the Bheri river,

West of the Kanaka river,

North of Sikharmadi, Sindhuli and Hitaura, and,
South of the Tibetan frontier,

Irrespective of whether or not routes on all the four sides are used
complete payment of the usual amount of Rs 17,001 and the present addition
of Rs 500, thus waking a totzl payment of Rs 17,501 for ons year, to th:
Toshakhana in separagte installments, o

Appointment your agents at different check-points and collect leviés
at the following rates on the sale ol goods brought by merchants.

The Nirkhi levy chall not be collscted on foodgrains, zheec, oil,
~ scsamw, musterd, -zoats and zelding goats, goods meant for the royal,
pelacs and all goods produced in Nepal on which the Jagat duty is not
collcected. It shnll be collacted only on ccmmercial goods imported from
other countries, or zxportcd there, by traders, as well as on goods
produced in our territori.s on/which tha Jagat duty is collegcted.

On such gzoods, the Nirkhi levy shall be collected at the followWine
ad valorem rates at the time of their sale. at seasonal rates in areas
covircd by your agcnts. Do not harass traders on the growmd that they
scll these goods at places wherc your agents have not extended their
jurisdiction. Once the levy is collected, and seals affixed on the good::.
do not collscct it again on the samo goods. Permit traders to sell goods
whergver they likac.

The Taksari and the Bhansari shall open consignments in the prescres
of the Ijaradarts agrnts.

Contd;;.
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Reasonable pemissions sh2ll be granted after ascertaining where
(you) have not been actually able to extend your jurisdiction. Make pay~
mert of inst2llm:nts as thess fall due. Sumit accounts at the end of the -
7:or and obtain clearance. '

Make collections in the customary manner, and as dons by Kulanand
Jha. Do not treat traders and merchants unjustly or har=ss them.

Schedwle of Rat',es"

(Same as in No._S)m :

Schedule of Installments

fdvance (Muhuda) Installment .«s Rs 3,001
Shrawan, Bhadra ar;d Aswin ve's Rs'r3, 700°
Kartik, Marga and Poush - «es Rs 3,700
Magh, Falgun and Chaitra ... Rs 3,700

Baisakh, Jestho and LAshadh ... Rs 3,400

Bhadra Badi 5, 1673,
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 36, pp. 302-305.

FOENINEH
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Appointment of Mokaddam In Chitaun,1827 A.D.
Mrom Xing Rajendra,
ic Harran Mahto.

From Baisakh Badi 1, 188l (April 1827), We hereby appaint you as
Mokaddam for reclaidming: Jaste lands (Kalabanjar) in the area situated sout!
of the Parganna of Cahirawa adjcining the Kachhar in Marjyadpur district.
Bring ryots for settlement in this area from Jaulpur in the loglan, as
1woll as from Birta and Jagzir lands, Injsy tax exemption fer 3 years. Fror

“the fourth yezr, pay revernue as follows every year to the funil at the
Potalchanna, exclusive of Raja-Anks levies, treasure-troves and fines
collected from perscns corwicted of Panchakhat offenses. At the end of
‘evsry year, subuit accounts and obtain clearance. .

Pota tax at Rs 1 per Hal of 2 bullocks 05 8 annas

Salami for Pagari of Mokadda:. Qo 2 rupées

~ For each household requiring a priest ces 8 annas

Tikabhet lovy for Dashain fcetival cos 1 rupeg
Farkhtana levy - 1 rupee and

8 annas

Promote reclamation and scttl:ment of this mouja faithfully and
appropriate the leviss and perquisites due to you as Mokaddam.

Jestha Badi 2, 188)
(May 1827),
Regmi Regcarch COllr.CthnS, Vol 13, pp, 218-219.
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The Nepal Era1

By
Surya Bikram Gnyawali

Eaa
]

-+ The Nepal Era commenced on October 20, 279 A.D., or on the Kartik
Sukla Pratipada day in the Vikrama Yeer 936 Before the introduction of
this era, other systems were used in Nepal. Scholars are not unanimous
in this regard and available informatien too is very meager.

Two eras were used in the dncient stone inscriptions of Nepal. One was,
the Amshyvarma era, which wos used by the Kings of Nepal during the seventh .
and eighth centuries. According to many scholars, this era is the same as
the Harsha ¢ra, which commenced in 676 A,D, A few scholars also hold the

ew that the Amshuvarma era was 1ntrodu0ud by fimshuvarma in 595 A.D., when

he wzs born or was crowned as King. There is a greater controversy with
rerard to the era used in the stone inscriptions of Manadeva and other
Lichchhavi Kings. It has been variously interpreted as the Vikrame era,
the Shaka era and the ‘Gupta-Ballabhi ere which commenced in 319-20 /.,D,

Recently, « scliolar has pointed out_that a King of Nepal named Mana-
deva had introduced = new era in 576 A.D,%However, no inscription using
this era has so far been discovered., Nepali scholars have expressed the
view that this is none but Amshuvarra's era.

In the same way, we do not kmow much a2bout the Nepal Era. In fact
we do not even kmow in what circumstances it was introduced. Thn Vamshav~.Ls
rive & fan01fu1 story of its origin, which is as follows.'

£t the time when the Nepal Era was introduced, Ananda Mzlla was Kiuge
of Bhadgaun, while his elder brother, Jayn:i wva Malla, was King of Kathman
and Patan. An astrologer of Bhadgaon informed King Ananda Malle that in ca:re
sand was tiken out at Lakhu Tirtra on the confluence of the Bhatikhu and
Visknumati rivers at an auspicious moment, it would turn into gold. The
King sent men to procure sand from the place indicated by the astrologer
2t the auspicious moment. A Shudra merchant of Katlmandu, named Sakhawal,
saw porters taking the sand to the King's palace. He persuaded them to ic: .-
the sand 2t his house by paying them money. The vorters then procured sand

1. Nepal Upatykeko Madhya kalin Itihas (Medieval History of Nepal),
Kathmandu: Royal Nipal Academy, 2019 (1962), Chapter I, pp. 1-19,.

2. K.P. Jayeswal, Chronology and History of Nepal, pp. 3L-LO.

Contd...
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igain fr-n Lakhu Tirtha and took it to the roysl palace. But since it had
not been taken out 2t the auspicious moment indicated by the astrologer,

it did not turn into geld. This made £nanda Malla furious, snd he started
reprvaching the astrologer, who he thought hzd deceived him. The astrolog:r
‘too became distressed when he saw his knolwedge of astrology unsuccessful.
He therefore decided to throw his books on astrology into the fire. Mean-
while, when examining the sand which the portorg had ta¥en to the royal
palace, King inanda HMalla caw smell nugvcts o3 ¢-1a at the bottom of thz
baskets. He then irmcdiately went to the astircloger, and saw him throwin-
his books into the fire. This causid great distress to the Kine and be
rrevented the astrelog:r from burning his books. He took the astroloerer

to his pelsce and stowed him th: ¢old nugoets. This proved that his know-
ledge of astrology wae correct. On tiwe advics of the astrologer, the Kin
instituted inquiries to find out '~ w ti.. portsrs, had brought the sand. It
was then discovered that the sand which hao been taken out at an ausp1c1(‘
moment had been appropriatzd by Sakhawal, the merchant, and that the son:
which had been taken to the royal palace had boen procured at a later memant

Sakhawal thus becan: ovmer of an immense qusntity of gold. With ti.
permiscion of King Jayadeva Malla of Ksthmandu, he paid off the debts oi *-
entire inhebitants of Kathmandu and introduccd a new era ¥mown as ths Nepaf
Era, Shakhawal then installed his stone stetus near the southernm gates ne
the Pashupatinatn, temple. [ifter this, he died. '

In due coursc of time, the name Shakhawal was Senskritized into Shri.-
khadhara. The era introduced by him bacame known as the lepal Era introcuce/
by Shankhadhara.3

inanda Malla was King in 275 Nepal Ers, or 11LL-L6 2.D, There is tr.eee~
fore no need to point out that the Vamshavali varsion regarding the origivn
of the Nepal Era is not rcliable. It has post-dated the origin of this em
Yy 277 years,

iccording to Indian tradition, only a2 Chazkraverti King has the 2uti.
rity to introduce a new era. It is commonly telieved that Vikramaditya, 4
who vanquished the Shakzs, introduced the Vikrama era. In Nepal, it is
traditionally believed that anybody who introduccs a new era must pry ef-
the entire debts of thé ceople. It is clear that the story of Sakhoucl ewd -
the transformetion of sand into gold was concocted on thez basis of thir
popular tradition.

3. The name Sakhawzl is very doubtful. In the Hindi languages, Sakh me-
trust or confidence. The torm of nk%awal thus refers to a tructed cr’
reliable merchant. .

Contd see
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It has not yet been ascertained which King was ruling in Nepal when
the Nepal Bra was introduced. fccording to some scholars, Raghava Deva wae
ruling at that time. But most Vamshavalis, with the exception of those
found by Kirkpatrick and Bendall, do not mention Raghava Deva. #ccordinr
to ‘Kirkpatrick, Raghava Deva introduced ‘the Tambula (?) era, The Vamshavali

.found by Bnndall orly mentions the name of Raghava Deva without giving an:-
.detail. Had Ragh:va Deva ‘introduced & new era, this Vamshavali would have
nentioned ths fact. The Bendall Vamshavali mentions Rarhava Deva as well
‘25 6 of his successors. They are said to have ruled for a total pariod or
135 years, This fits in with the authoritative date of the reign of the
seventh King, Laxmikama Deva. On the basis of this evidence, Bendail has
come to the conclusion that the Nepal Ira was 1ntroduced by Raghava,Deve ,*
Bui this evidence appears to be weak.-

"Let us now nmake a comparstive study of the Nepal Era and the Vikr?ma
* ¢ra. In North India, the Vikrama era starts from the month of Chaitra,

and its months end.on the Purnim> {(full moon) day. In other words, tbp‘

start from the new moon day. But according to scholars, the Vikrems .ora

was calculated from the month of Kartik in ancient times. In Bombay, Gujsr-t.
Kathiawar and elscwher:, the Viiroma cra still commences from the montl o
Kertik, and its months end on the ncw moon day. In other words, its month:
start from the full moon day. The Nepsl Era too commences from thi: month

ot Kartik, #nd its months end on the new moon day.

L. Thz Vamshzvali found by Bandall is written on nzlm-leaf in the ancieun®
Newari script. It was compiled during the reign of 3thiti Malla (Cirec=
' 13£3-96 £.D,). /. detailed description of this Vamshavali is containcd
in the historical article by Bendell which wes published in 199% zlon:
with a catalog of books in the Bir Library compiled by Mahamahopadbhy -
Hara Prasad Shastri. Yoei Naraharinath has published thls Vamshava 1.
under the name of Gopal Vamshevali in the Himebat Sanskriti,Year 1, »-

. Pccording to the Gopal Vamshavali publihsed by Yogi Naraterinath, the
period of the reign of Ragheva Deva and his successcors is as rollows

Raghadeva _ e L3 years and 6 mcnths
Jayadeva cer 1M ,,

Bikramadeva : voe 8 ,, and 9 ,,
Narendradeva ces 1 ,, and 6 55
Gune kamadeva 550 85 ,, and & ,,
Udayadeve 550 5. 4, @nd-2 ,,

Total ~ aeu 154 years-and 5 months

‘Lccording to Bendall, Laxmikemadeva succeeded’ Udayadeve. But it is
difficult to say snything precisely in this regard, \
o . 1 Contd-..
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This has led some scholars to follow Kirkpetrick in expressing the
view that the Nepal Era was connccted with the invasion of King Nanyadeva
of’ Karnatak.? This invasion took place in the Neval year 217, correspond-
ing to 1019 A.D. However, the Vamshavali's state that it took place in
the Nepal year 9 or the Saka year #1ll, The above-mentioned view of Kirk-
~-patrick and others seems to be based on this mistake. The Vamshavali thus
~ e2nte-date Nanyadeva's invasion hy 202 yeers. Since the truth is that Nany.

deva invaded Nepal 202 years after the introduction of the Nepal Era, it
is clear that he is in'no way concerned with the Nepal Era,

Nevertheless, there is no.doubt that the Nepal Era has a southern
origin. We shall now discuss. how this outhern influence entered intc Nen:'
The Vemshrvalis state that before the commencemcnt of the Nepal Era, a Kin
named VYaradeva Wwas ruiing in Nepal, and that during his reign, a Brahman,
wno locoked like en incarnntion of Shankaracharya, visited Nepal to ascartr-
how the regulations eni'arced by Shankaracharya were being followed.? It

-appears that this visit created considerable impression on Varadeva, beear.
according to the Vamshavali, he named his son Shankaradeva after this Brah-
men.t It seems possible, even though the Vamshavalis have not said so, th:
this Brahman ceme from southern India, In other words, southern influenc:
was pronounced in Nepsl at the time when the Nepal Era was introdficed. 1t
will not be surprising, thereforz, 1f this had some influence on the Kepo:
Bra. It is not possible to say anything in this regard at this stage.

6. Mahemahopadhynya Gaurishankar Hirachand Ojha, Bhart1y' Prachin Lipnimnl-
(tncient Indian Scripts); Kirkpatrick.

7. The exact dete of Shankarscharvya has not bcen deternined. According
to some scholars, he was born in 788 /.D, oud died in £20 2.D, It is
popularly b:lieved thet Shankaracharya visited Nepal and appointed a
Namboodri Brahman as Priest of the Pashupatinath templc, In the absenc:
-of adequate data, it is not poscible to determine to what extent this
tradition ic correct. It is possiblc that after the death of Shankara-
- charya, one of his disciples visited Nepzl and had some influence over
the King.

8. The Mahabodhi Bihar of Patan has a copy of ths Praenya Paramita writter
on palm-leaf, It contains the date 7, when "Parambhattarak Maharaja-
dhiraj Parmeshwar Shri" Shankaradeva was raigning. It is possible thar
this number refaers to the date nccording to the Nepal Era. This also
indicates thst it was Shenkaradeve who intro~uced the Nepal Era. Howe. -
further research is necessary in this ragard.

Contd...
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The Nepal Era commenced on October 20 879 A, .D,, or during "the end
of the eighth century of the Shaka era. The era which commenced in 576 3.D.
as mentioned above appears to have been introduced during the latter half
of the fifth century of the Shaka cra. The discrepancy of 1 or 2 years
" which is noticed here n=y be due to mistskes in calculation, As such,
both of these erasg seem to have commenced during the end of a céntury of
the: Shaka era. In ancient time, there is evidence that the Shaka era wa
in use throughout the Himalayan region. This is the reason why the vear
mentioned in the .inscriptions of Mana Deva and. other Kings in Kathmandu
Valley is regsrded by several scholars as the Shaka year. The Nepal.Era "
was introduced in Kathmandu Valley only subsequently. It started durlng J
the end of eighth century of the Shaka era, and it was. given the form of
the Vilrsma cra as current in the south. Later, after Prithvi Narayan
Shah conquered Kathmandu Valley, he abolished the use of the Nepal Era
for official purposzs and introduced the Shaka era in the form in which
it was used in the hill areas of northern India. During the Prime Minister-
ship of Chandrz Shomsher, the use of the Shaka era for officlal purposec |

yas aboliched, 2nd replaced by the Vikrema sra as it was uszd in northern
Indio.

It is possible that the Nepal Era was introduced by taking the year
801 of the Shcke era as year 1, ignoring the first 800 years., It is alsn
possible that in cdue course of tims this alculatlpn assumed the form of
a new era. But this statement lacks clear evidencec. Even then, since such t

a DTQgtICb was common in India, it 1s possible that it was adopted in Neval '
also.

Kielhorn!” has proved that the first dav of the Nepal Epa was Oc*ohar

20, 87% #.D., or the Shukla Pratipada d2y in the month of Kartik in the
ler«ma year 936 commencing in thc month of Chaitra. He has also proved
thet in case the figure 937 is added to the months frem Kartik to Falgun
in the Napal Era, and the figure 93€ to the months from Chaitra to Acwin,
the rodern Vik: ina era results. Nevali astronomers have not made as deeun
study of the Shaka and Nepal eras as Kielhorn. ﬁccordinplv; seme con™.clion
appears to be existing in this regard in Mepal. This is proved by a book
on astrology cntitled Khanda Khadva Tikall written in the Newari script,
which is available at the Bir Library in Uepul, According to this work,

the Nepali Lra can be converted into the Shaka cra if the figure 802 if
added to it. In othcr worc. , the author of this work ignored the fact ths

9. Such a system of calculation was vopularly followed in Kashmir.

10. Indian antiguary, Part 17, September 188,

11, Bir Library catalog, Part 1, p. 26,
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the twelve months of the two eras ‘are not uniform, because the Nepal Era
starts in the month of Kartik. The Bir Library also contains a work called
Navaratnam by Damodar Bhatta, which gives the Shaka date of Marga Vadi
Ashtami, 1607, as corresponding to the Nepal year R06. According to the
Khanda Khadya Tika, the equivalent date should have been 1608 Shaka, by
adding 802 to the Nepal year 806. But since both the Vikrama and the Shakn
eras commence in the month of Chaitra, only 801 should be added to the
Nepal year 806 to get the equivalent Shoka date.of 1607.

Many such nistekcs have been commit!ed while calculating equivalent
dates for the two eras. For examplc, 2 work called Pitri Bhakti Tarangini
gives the Nepal year 78k as the equivalent of the Shrk: year 1527, thus
showing a difference cof 603 vears betwecn the two.

]"’

.In the opirion of some historians, the Wepsl Era was introduced to
commemorate the end of the domination of Nepal by the Tiketan King Srong
Tsan Gampo, who died in 650 A,D. But the domination which Tibet establish.:
over Nepal during the early seventh century w:s nominal and short-livcd,
After. the decath of Srong Tsan Gampo, ttere commenced a long war between
Tibet and China. This tied up the hands of Tibet, so that it had neithsr
tha capzcity nor the time to see what was happening in distant Nepal. Mo -
over, a: a result of tha cultural reletions which were established betwe:r
Hepal and Tibet during this period, their rclations had bacome very affee-
tionate and mutually respectful and had no place for domirnstion of any tar .

FEEIIER9E

12. Ibid, p. 195.
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"'Birta Confiscation Rezﬁlations, 1805 A.D,

From King Girban, -
T5 Dittha Sandhya Vaidya ."

You have requested for regulations to determine valid and invalid grants
among records collected by Bhutya Thapa, Ramanand and Jasiwant Thana. You
did well. We hercby enact the following regulations. Act accordingly:

1. A11 lands which lack signatures (i.e. documentary evidence of title),
and in respe:t to which people occupying adjoining lands state that
they do not. know the n~me of the King who granted the land, or of
the person who obtained it, shall be confiscated.

. 2, Even if rienetures are lacking, but people occupying adjoining lands
take oath on the Harivamsha, the lands shall be confirmed.

3. In cases where documen*s are available, but: boundaries are .not ,men-
tioned, the area menticned in the documents shall be confirmed; and
the surplus shall be confiscated.

L. In case documents are available, and the boundaries too are mentioned,
(the lande) shell be confirmed aecording to such boundaries.,

S. In case peonle occupying adjoining lands take oath that documents
existed previously, but were later destroyed by natural calamities,
‘and that they had seen and perused such documents, (the lands) shall
be confirmed.

4. A11 lands purchased from Newers shall be confiscated, whether or not
documents 2re available.

7. Only reliable people who have lived in the adjoining area for a long
time shall be made to teke oath on the Harivamsha with due care,’
making them sign 2 statement that their life, as well as that of the
members of their family (will be forfeited) if they succumb to, favor
of teke bribes. , w

. A11 lands ritually gifted as Birta, Bandha or Gﬁihi by bersonsﬁéther
than Kings whose authority has been confirmed shall ba confiscated.

9. In case the King who had ritually gifted any land as Birta had not
fixed the boundarics and the area, and Kings othsr than his desten-
dants had fixed the boundaries, such Birta lands shall be confiscated.
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Birtas granted by the Crown Prince and the Chief Queen shall bé
confirmed. In case paddy lands subject to Pota tax have been utilized
without paying this tax, the amount due so far shall be calculated ; %
and collected.

Baisakh Badi 4, 1862,
flegmi Research Collectlons, Vol. 6, p. 501,

3000

Use Of Palsnquin In Jumla, 18L) A.D.

From King Rajendra,
To the ryots of Tripurakot (Tibrikot) division (daré);

You have submitted the following petition to us through Anent Padhya,
Ramsaran Padhya, Shyamdhar Padhys and Syamdhar Kathayet:

"OGur relatives and Kinswen petitioned to Subba Rudravir Shahi that they
should be allowed to carry the bride in a Palanquin (doli) during weddings.
Subba Rudravir Shahi 2ccordingly issued an order granting them permission
to do so. fccordinsly, (our relatives and Kinsmen) carry the bride in a
Palanquin during weddings. We too should be permitted to yse the Palamnquin
similarly,"

The petition has been referred to us. We hereby promulgate this order
under the royal seal to the effect that in the future (members of) ‘all
castes other than Dum may carry the bride in a Palanquin during weddings.

J stha Badi 10, 1901,

Hegmi Research Collﬂctions, Vol, 3k, pp. 629-630.

HEEEEE6E

(8.B.M.)’
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