
7/19/2017 Veterinary Adventures: High school students explore veterinary medicine courses during Summer College | Cornell University College of Veterin...

Cornell University
College of Veterinary Medicine

Home > News >

Veterinary Adventures: High school students explore veterinary 
medicine courses during Summer College

Friday, July 14, 2017 - 12:55pm

This sum m er, high school s tu d en ts  from  aro u n d  th e co u n try  a n d  a ro u n d  th e w orld  com e to  C ornell for S um m er 

College- o n e  o f the oldest an d  m o st prestigious program s of its k in d —to a tte n d  th ree- an d  six-week precollege 

program s. T he College of V eterinary  M edicine offers th ree  three-w eek courses, including E quine Practice, 

C onservation M edicine, an d  V eterinary  Science an d  Sm all A nim al Practice.

The Sm all A nim al M edicine course, w hich w as s ta rte d  by  Dr. P aul M aza an d  Dr. J o h n  H erm an so n , is team - 

taught,w ith  Drs. A llison M iller an d  Kelly Lyboldt serving as th e  p rim ary  teachers th is sum m er. The course covers the 

basic form  an d  function of th e  m usculoskeletal, cardiovascular, pulm onary, an d  digestive system s, as w ell as com m on 

topics in  sm all anim al practice, such as spaying an d  neutering  an d  handling em ergencies.

M y professors w ere am azing,” says Kiley H orning, w ho a tten d e d  S um m er College in  2016. “They m ade sure we 

u n d ersto o d  the m aterial, an d  th ey  m ade class in teresting  an d  fun. They reinforced th e  m ateria l in  o u r labs, w hich was
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very helpful, because we got to  physically feel an d  see th e  anatom y 

we learn ed  about in  class. I took  th e  course to  see if I w an ted  to 

apply to  college on a p re-vet track —an d  I now  know  th a t I do .”

C onservation M edicine, tau g h t by Dr. Robin Radcliffe, in troduces 

stu d en ts to  conservation practices, v eterin ary  m edicine, an d  

biological principles as they  relate to  th e  h ealth  of th e  planet.

S tudents in  th e  course a tten d  lectures, labs, w orkshops an d  field 

trip s th a t illu strate  th e  m any ways veterin arian s are helping to  

com bat th e  decline of species w orldwide.

“W e dedicate an  entire  th ree  weeks to  th is single subject, w hich allows you to  explore in  great d ep th  th e

issues th a t are a t th e  h ea rt of th e  discipline,” says Radcliffe. “In  

C onservation M edicine, th is m eans th a t s tu d en ts n o t only 

learn  ab out th e  h ealth  challenges of saving species an d  h ab itats on 

earth , b u t they  also learn  about th e  social, political an d  econom ic 

factors th a t m u st be add ressed  if any conservation o r h ealth  

im pacts are to  be realized.”

M iller also teaches th e  E quine Practice course, w hich covers 

equine anatom y an d  physiology, breeding, foal care, com m on 

illnesses, n u tritio n , first aid, an d  h an d s-o n  learning at th e  Cornell 

E quine Park.

“Dr. Allison M iller was fan tastic  ... she was incredibly helpful w hen trying to  help m e an d  o th er stu d en ts u n d ersta n d  

th e  m ateria l,” says Jessica Leab, w ho atten d ed  th e  2016 equine course. “She did  h e r  b est to  keep th e  class fun an d  

enjoyable even th o u g h  it was very rigorous an d  in ten se .”

“The b est th in g  about teaching th ese courses are th e  stu d e n ts,” says M iller. “They are full of enth u siasm  an d  eager to 

soak up everything they  can learn  about v eterinary  m edicine in  th ese  sh o rt 3 w eek courses.” Radcliffe agrees. “These 

high school stu d en ts are so excited to  learn  an d  do n o t take anything for g ran ted  - they  only have th ree  weeks w ith o ur 

faculty an d  fellow stu d en ts an d  th ey  take it all in .”

At th e  end  of th ese courses, s tu d en ts leave th e  College w ith a b e tte r  appreciation  an d  u n d erstan d in g  of

th ese areas of v eterinary  m edicine. “W e try  to  give th em  a taste  of 

w hat it’s like being a v eterin ary  stu d e n t including lectures, h ands 

on labs w ith specim ens an d  live anim als, an d  problem  b ased  

learning  groups,” says M iller. “I hope stu d en ts get m ore excited 

ab o u t a career in  v eterin ary  m edicine by learning all th is 

inform ation, hearing  from  guest experts from  th e  College in  

specific v eterinary  fields, an d  learn  m ore ab o u t all th a t Cornell has 

to  offer.”

F or Radcliffe, he hopes his course can in spire th e  stu d en ts n o t only 

aro u n d  careers b u t also aro u n d  conservation. “This is a g reat tim e 

in  a young p erso n ’s life to  reach th em  an d  open th e ir  eyes to  th e  am azing o p p o rtunities th a t a career in  v eterinary  

m edicine can offer,” he says. “ A n u m b er of m y stu d en ts will go on to  becom e v eterinarians, b u t even th o se th a t d o n ’t
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Dr. Kelly Lyboldt demonstrates CPR techniques to 
students.

Students learn about bee keeping in the Conservation 

Medicine course.

Summer College students learn canine CPR from Dr. 
Daniel Fletcher.
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will recognize th a t we are all in  th is to g eth er an d  o u r fu tu re  req u ires a  m ulti-d iscip linary  ap p roach  to problem  solving 

an d  h ea lth  of anim als an d  h u m an s is a  g reat en try  p o in t to m ake change!”

Learn m ore about Sum m er College a t  Cornell.
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