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Sorie Inscriptions From Dolakha®

By

Mohan Prasad Khahai;

King Indra appesars to have been an indebendehtﬁfﬁlérfbf‘Dolgﬂ

kha, but no information is available about hisfdéte{%the dyng
nasty to which he belonged,etc. In fact, the history of Dola--
kha is quite unknown. It had.a King of its own before the
partition of Kathmandu Valley or ceven earlier. We .do not know
whether or not this King was an independent onc. Nor do we

know anything about social and religicus conditions in Dolzkha
at that time. Historians have comjectured that Dolakha was not
an independent Kingdom but was a feudatory of Kantipur.xHowever
I have beemvable to discover some new.facts about Dolakha,. /

Dolakha is an ancient historical town. Traces of its an-
cient origin ere found there even now, However, no Licchayi
inscriptions have been found there, : S

In Zswin 1411 Vikrama (September 1354), Rajalla Devi was - -
married to Sthiti Malla in Bhaktepur. Sthiti Malla then beeame
King. By 1423 vikrame (1366) ne had become King of the whole
of Nepal. It was durang his reign that a statue of King Indra
was erected in Dolakha along with that  of Manikaratna Bhero.
an inscription to this effect, contained in a broken pedestal,
has now been discovered. The inscription is in Newari script.

It bears the date Falgun 490 Samvat. The statues are missing,
however. In any case, the inscription proves that King Indra.
of Declekhe was a contemporary of King Sthiti Malla, O

Although we do not know when King Indra was born, or whepn
he ascended the throne, there is evidence that he was a reli.-
gious-minded person and that he died in 1605 Vikrama (1548), °
Several images installed by him are still . .found. He was an.
adherent of Shaivism, /n inscription contained in another '
broken pedestal found in Dolakha, which had been installed by

i — e ———

*Mohan Prasad Khenal, .bhilekh~Sankalana (i Collection of
Inscriptions), Lalitpur: Sajha Prakashan, 2028 (1971),
PP. 3-1G. i E
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King Indra (or Jeya Indra Sinha), begins with & hymn to Cod
Shiva. The inscription is datad Zshadh 667 Samvata The hymn |
is in Sanskrit, whils the iema 1n¢ng rortion of the 1nscr1rtlon§
is in corrupt Saaskrit with a mixturc of Newari. The inscrip--
tion was installed by King Indita in tha memsory of his dead
daughters,

There 1s a ruined sud?hist Caitye in Dolakha town with
several lngCLlpthng. One of thesce inscrlptlons, which are
in Hewari, was installed by ing Jayz HNerovana Deva in Balsdv

Vi
659 Samvat. Jayz Narayai. D“Vr uab't‘
Jaya Narayara Deva's 121

a gold chekre at cthe
(:n”!,“e,“(“"a!'_P_ f’!) s 2actkt

Similar chakras were
and quyot Sim in Bai
154S L.D.3, with two

“of Kdang Indra Simhoe
Aeva Thakuar, or:ereu
el z=n insciription to
krc'u (April 1549).
ardars named Jogil Ehars]
(¢.:. 1606 Vikrama or -5
tc corilemorate the actcs

> ]

To the east of tne Ceitys chere is anogher inescription
in Newari which ic only partly legibled The inscription men-
tions Kas;hnmandgya, therepy possibly indicating thac the
Kingdom of Dolakha uzd relicious ties with the Kingdoir of
Keutipur, This inscription toco is in the lMevari scripts It
Tbears the date Jesths €089 Samvatsa

Kinyg Jayz Indes Sinbz and his {wezn, Vijsyvalzsmi, had
minted ollver Lohor coing much before King HCHLHdLQ Mclla of
Kentipur., This disproves the legend trat Mahendra Malla had -
obtained permission from the Bmperor o Delhi to mint suchk
coins.

In Chaitra 574 Samvat, King Juya Narayan Deva insta 1led o
an image of Umzmcheshiwara in the memory of his dead wife, j
Vittalaxmia /n inscription describing this act has been fOu"‘
on a wall ubOVC a water spout at a plac west of Dolakha WE
The inscription is in charl.
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Conflict ..nd Reconciliation Between Nueen Rajendra-~
lesnd end Bahadur ShahX

By
Baburam ..charyvaw

ER R 3

Lfter Rano Beladur -Shah was proclaimed King, Pratap Simha
Shah's widow, uecen Rejendralaxmi, suspended the administra-~
tion for the 13-day mourning period and sent < order bearing
the royel seal tarough « courier to Behadur Shah who was liv~
ing in exile in Bettich. On receiving this order, Bahadur Shsh
returned to tiepal before the period oi mourning had expired
ond subgsequently assumed charge of the administration. Along
with Nueen Rajendszlaxmi, hie set upon the task of supuressinc
non-~Corkhali f-ctions. But as soon as he hesrd that Bahadur
Shzh had recurned to Kothmaniu, Kaji Swerup Simha Karki fled
to India and tiwus scved himseli., Brajenath Pandit was arres+te’.,
He wes convicted of treason, deprived of his caste and banisi: -
to India through Sinchuli, Sardar Parashuram Thepa was impri-
soned. On the advice cf Rejendralaxmi, bzhadur Shaly sent per--
mission to Chautara iaohoadamakirti Shali and Delamardan Shan
co spend their last days in Varanasi, althougnh -they had alreal.y
Lean living in exile, and also made provision for payment cf
cllow:nces to them. Two of the three sons of Mahoddamakirti
Shah, Balabhadra Shah and Srikrishna Shah, both of whomuwere
senior to Ezhdur Shah, were suwmoned to Kathmandu. Balabhadra
Sheh was appointed 253 a Kaji and included in the Bharadariw
Dalajit Shah too wes sumaoned and eppointed ag @ Chautaraw Put
he was not made a ministcr of King Rana Bahadur Shah. Since
he belonged to the royal fomilv, he was designated as a Bhara -
dar with & status slightly ebove that of & Kaji.

“Baburam J.charya, lepalko Samkshipte Vrittanta (i Concise
iccount of Nepazl)y Kuathmondu: Pramod Shamcher and Nir Bikram
"Pyasi", Chaitra 2022 (ilarch 1966). Chapter XIT: "Maharani
Rajendraloxmi ra ‘Mahila Saheb Bahalur Shahka Bichm» Mel ra
Sengharsia (Conflict -nd Reconciliation Between Queen
Rajendralaxmi and the Second Prince, Bahadur Shah), pp 77~
&0.
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-~ - Rana Bahadur Shah was crowned King on Decemter 17, 1777.
. one month after the death of Pratap: Simha Shah. Probably on
-the same day, Sarvajit Rana was appointed as a Kaji and
_mlnlster. Vamsharaj Pande too was aopointkq as 2 minister

and entrusted with ihe task of keepinj a2 watch on Lamjung ang
other Chaubisi Kingdoms with his headzuarters in Gorkha,
”Kgpardar-Kalidas Khadka (Kalu Kapardar of Prithvi Narayan
‘3hah) ‘and other Bhoradars were confirmed in their posts. The
flewar concubine of Pratap Simha Shah was pregnsant. At about
the time of the coronntlon, shz g.ve birth to Sher Bahadur

Shahi. The Newar concubine becane o Sati immadiately there-
Qtter.

For five months, Kajendralawml end Buhadur Shah remained
on good terms with each other. Bahalur Shah then felt it
riecescary to recruit additioneal troops for the annexation of
P"anahu. However, Rcjendralani prevénted him £rom doing so.
This gave rise to a dispute between them. With the help of
Sarvajit Rans, RdJ“ndIalde‘ kept Bahaciur Shah in detention .
inside the royal palace. When he received this report, Gajarai
iishra rushed to Katimandu from Varanasi, effectad & reconci-
liation between Rajendralusxmi znd Bahadu. Shah, and had Bahadul

Shah released. However, Rajendralexmi retained control of th2
administration, so that Bchedur Siich was lef: idle. Meanwhil2,
rumors circulated that there were illici: relations between
Rrjendralaxmi and Sarvajit Ruana. On the basis of this charges
Bahadur Shah, with Dalajit Shah's help, had Sarvajit Rana
beheaded inside a2 room at the royal palace. Rajendralaxmi w2
put in fetters made of silver and imprisoned inside the ronl
palace. Bahadur Shah then assumed charge of the administratiol
on\August,Bl, 1778.

RaJendralaxml was opposed to any campelgn of territorial
expan51on. Her minister, Survqut Rana, also shared the samg;
viewe In this situation, Bzhadur Shah could not have been bldﬂ
had he kept Rajendralexmi in detention honorably instead of
,lcvelllng false charges againut her. It was unJust on his paXj

to’ imprison her and spoil her reputation and to murder Sarva=-
j it ARana .

' after assuming charge of the administrstion in this, manne
Bahadur Shah started making plans for the annexation of Tanal®
But he could do nothing in tnis regar@ for  four months beczys
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most of the Bharaders were opposed to this plan. Subsequeﬂtly,
Bahadur Shah ordered Sardar Bali Baniya, Vamsha Raj Pande!s”
deputy in Goriha, to invade Tuﬂdhu with troops stationed thermﬁ
Sardar Bali Baniya occupied Sur, pital of Tanahu, ‘on Januarv':
31, 1779 almost without a flCht- el

Harakumarazdatta Sen, XKing qf Tanahu, then obtained troopu
from King Mukunda Sen of Palpa to reinforce his army and.en«*
trenched himself at Szli-Thum. Sardar Eali Baniya attacked
him at this place, but wes defeated and killed 'along. wWith. " 65:%
Gorkhuli soldiers. (March 10, 177¢). Four davs later, thet
Gorkhalis left Sur. Emboldened by the Gorkhalis' retreat,” the
King of Parkbati sent troops in aid oif Tanahu, These troops -
could not proceei-to Upardang or Kabilsspur, but crossed the :
Narayani river throush MHawalpur, attacked vunmesnwar and drovb’ 

out Gorkhali troops from that place. o 3

bione

On hearing the news of this dafeat, Ezchadur Shah went to
Gorkna and sant additional troops from there to get Summeshwer .
back, Thece troops defeated the enemy &t Sunmeshwar and: caotL~ '
red some, The rest fled to India. (April z2, 177%).° f

Rajendralaxmi was a courageous gueen, At the time when.
Bahadur Snhah was in Gorkha, she sent couriers to Varanasi
asking Chautara Mahoddamakirti Shah and Brajanath Pandit to
come back to Kuthmanduw., Brajanath Pandit did not’ obey this
summons, however, but 'started performing religious ceremonies ~
to bring about the downfall of Bsha’lur Shah. Mahoddamakirti
Shah, on the other hand, came to Kathmandu. Bahadur Shah.hau.
entrusted Dalajit Shalh &nd Balabhadra Shah to look after the
defense of Kathmandu as well as keep wactch over anend:alaxml;
These persons could do nothing against Mahoddamakirti Shah,
their senior cousin and uncle respectively, iMahoddamakirti -

Shah declared Rajendralaxmi innocent aiter & trial by ordea1 s
and released her. On uune 20, 1779, Rajendralaxmi resumed charciG:

of the administration. Dalajit Shah fled, after eendlng infor.«:

mation about these deve lO)antb te Buhadur Shah in Gorkha. '
Bahadur Shah too taen fled, Sriharsl:a Pantha, who had helped

in the imprisonment of Rajendrzlaxmi, was ariested, branded

and banished. Mle then went to Tanahu. As. a result of this’
internal conflict, no Gorkiiali troops remained in the hill-
regions of Tanahu., Harakuimnacrdatta was therefore able to win

back his Kingdom without any effort., After some time, Rajendr,”\
laxml charged Mahoddamakirti Shah with the crime of kllllng
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a Brehman and banished him. Mahoddamakirti Shah then went tc
Varaznasi. Rajendralaxmi dismissed Gajaraj Mishra, a supporter
-0of Bahadur Shah, who had been deputed to maintain contacts
with the BEnglish Political Agent in Vareanasi. He was replaced
by Brajenath Pandit, whom Rajendralaxmi regarded as her pre-
ceptor.

After Bahadur Shah fled, R&jendralaxmi became careiree
and ‘began to enjoy the pleasures of life. In an attempt to
abolish the Purdah system which was prevalent in the royal
palace, she used to go out on horse or elephant back, with
her maid servants on horseback, Had the CGorkhnali Bharadars -
followed suit, Gorkhz:li women too would have become brave Jike
their men. But the time ras not opportune &nd the people did
not appreciate this refcrma

as Bahadur Shah vwas no longer irn Hepzl, nd as Queen
Rajendralexmi was being increasingly attracted to a life ol
luxury, his supporters, Kaji Vamsharaj Pande in Gorkha and
Sardar Shivenarayen Khatri in Majhkiret, submicted their
resignation. They felt that further concuests would not be
wossible unless Bahoour Shalhh cawe backa Bven beifore their
resignation was accepted, Vimsharaj Pande took shelter with
Birkishor Singh, a Zemindar of Bettizh, while Shivenzrayen
Khatri went to Patna. Rejendralaxmi did not regret their
departures

KEKKXKKRK X
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The Semi-Ncmadic Khambas

By
Habin Kumar Rai

Kk AXKK

The term Khamba or XKhampa used in this article refers to
the semi-nomadic tribe of Khambis living in the Karnali, Seti,
Theri and Repti zones of western Hepal, not to the Khambas
who entered into Niepal after the Chinese moved into Tibet in
1959, and who have ever since been living as refugees in the .

Himaleyan regions from the east to the west. The total popu-
laLJon of the Khambas of Nepzl is estimated at between 1,500
and 2,000, Thev aré called seni-nomadic becauwe, unlike the
Rautes,l a nomadic tribe of the Dod gathering stage, they
change the places of thicir habitation during cwmer and winte:
ior the purpose of trade

Kusundasd are also known to be among the semi-nomadic tri.-
Des of Nepal., However, Khambas anad Kusundae have different
reasons and motives in leading a semil-nomadic life, While Kham-
bas, like the Byansis of Darchula,3 move about from Tibet
(China) o the Tarai regions of lepal and change their summer
and winter habitation for the purpose of trade in grains and
salt, Kusundas engage in farming for some time instead of do.-
ing sucn trade, and move about for sOme time in sezrch of focad

Khamlas stay together with their families in their summe:
and winter settlements. Usually they spend 5 months (from
Decerber to Aprild in their winter settlements and 5 monthség
£rom June to October, in their summer settlements, The remain-
ing.2 months, i.e. May and November, &re spent inatravellinc
to summer and winter settlementss That is why scholars studv
ing the migration pa*tern in western hepal have detcrlbed tluese
Khambas as seasonal migrants, or simply as geasonaISQ

*Nabin Kumar Rai, "Khamba: Ek Ardha Bhramanashila Jati."
Contributions To Hewalece Studies (Semi~innual Journal of The
Institute of Hepal and Asiarn Studies, Tribhuvan Uaiversity,
Kirtipur), vol. I, No. I, December 1973 (Poush 2030)§ ppa®%4..
75.
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Khambas do not know anythlng about their hlstory. They

. hever tell others about their origin. In fact, it is assumed
- that Khambas had come from Tibet in groups’ and lived & 'semi-i}
‘nomadic life-after. another group of Tibetans (Bhotes) settlcdﬁ
down around Humla ard Mugu. The phy51ogﬂom1, languages, relm-a
gion, costumes, 9ccupations and nomadic habits of these trlbe
‘also tend to justify this assumption. Even today "Chhowa", &
. sedentary tribe encgaged in trade and animal husbandry, Khambah
a community that primarily controlled the affairs of State }ﬁ%
‘in Tibet before the appearance of the Chinese, and Puran=i
gwa, a tribe engaged in trade and agriculture around Purang 3
and Taklakot, inhebit the Tibet region of Chine. There must

be an historical link hetwezn the semi-nomadic Khambas (o=f
Nepal) and the Khambas of Tibet. These Khambas may have been |
immigrants from Tibet consequent to & political upheavel or %
religious strife at some time in the past, K,ambas, Chhowas
and Purangwas are now seen living as refugees in Nepgl after
the Chinese took over Tibet. It would notz be gulprlslng if ;g
‘these refugezs, after having permanently settled down in Nepel
seek to forget that they had originated in Tibet .

Khambas are found not only in Hepal, but also in Punjab .
and Himachal Pradesh States of India. The @Uthor had met o
some Khampas in the course of his anthropological tour of tlidg
Kalpa, Pooha and MNichar areas of Kinnaur, a district oltuaLﬂ@{
on the Sino-Indian border in Himachal Pradeshsin September- -
November 1971. He was told that they had stopped going to. A
western Tibet after the entry of the Chinese into Tibet. Schn~
lars who had visited Kinnaur before the Chinese came to Tiber

. . 3
have also written about the Khampas llVlng there. _ f@
. Rahul Sankrityayan, who had visited Tiket in 1926, write 33
‘of the Khampas of "Kinnar Desh": Kham is a region situated onf

Tibet's border with China. Perhaps some of tlreir ancestors b

may ‘have reached this area from Kham, but neitner in languzi:

nor in dress do they look like KXhampas now. This may be the

reason why they are now called Gyagar (Indian) Khampas,. not

simply Khampa (inhabitants of Kham). They w3nder abcut vend:e:

+ ing goods. They go to Mandi, Simla, Hardwar and Delhi during.

- winter, and to the Sutlej and Ganges valleys and to areas up:
to western Tibet in summer. They are enuble to say whether :

" they are Tibetan or Indian subjects.’

Contde.s.
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In recent yezrs, Khambas have begun to call themselves
"imtuwali Chhetris® elsoa’ In fact, not only Khambass but
also Byensis and Bhotes have startel calling themselves
"Matuwali Chhetris." Although somewhat more prosperoussthana
the other Hindu ccrmunities, the average Bhote, Khamba and .
Byansi is illiterate, end is locked uvpon with contempt by
ilinduss This is the reason why Bhotes, Khambas and Byansis
have the tendency to change tiheir comwunalanames, Ostumes,
languages, etc. anl make @ new and esrtidicial history. Fora
2xample, some of the Lhotee inhabiting Karan Dara (a geogra-
phical-adninistrative region created on tha basis of the
watershed) clain to be the descendants-of the Barakote Thaliue
ris of Barakote-Luda in Jumla in an attempt to prove themselvos
to be of higher stetus thon other Blwizs. There are also other
tribes who nave the tenderncy of changing their history, com-
rmunal names, religion, language, <tc. One example is the im-
pact of Hinduism on the¢ Khas, a comrunity of Kwnaun, Garhwal
(Uttar pPradesh) and westeran Nepal® during the 13th-~l4th cen-
tury. It is known that the Koche community of the Tarai too
had become "Hindu Rajvamshis", "Muslim Rajvamshis®, or "Pani®
or "Bzbukoch" during the 16th century on the basis of religic:.

.
“w

Some Magars are still calling thamselves Thekuri. Another Byasi s -y

group permanently engoged in agriculture in Humle district?
which has completely forgotten its language, religion and
culture, is not prepared to be called Byansi. During the past
12 years, the Thakaliz of Thak-Khola have started ascampaiqu °
to chunge their Tibeto-Burman language into the Nepali langu-
2ge, and their traditional Buddhist religion into Hinduism,
claiming to be tlic descendants of the Thakuris of the Tila

@nd Sinja valleys in Jumla,lO ' .

Thece examples remind us of how Hinduism has leftaitsaim-
pact on and become popular among the communities inhabiting
the centrel hill region, the lower hill regilone and the Tarai, -

Tihe Khamba Comnunity : ¥ ZRs. il

The semi~nomadic Kiamba way be divided into the‘féllowinq‘
categories from the viewpoint of their summer and winter .
settlements, the area of movement, process of permanent set-
tlement, occupetion, trade, lancguage, costumes, ctca

l. Dangali Khambasa 2, Dadakhet Khambaz. '
3. Mandara Khambas 4, Dillikot-Hurkot Khambass

‘Contde.e.
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Dangali Khambas

They leave Sanpe, situated at an altitude of 16,500 feet
in the Kunna-Khola area »f Achham (Seti zone), around April
..... shift to Thadednunga-Yari, the last village situated on
the Mepali side of the lepal-China border betwzen Humla an:i
Taklakot. In the second wezk of September, when winter sets
in, they return to Sanpe. Thu: they spend 5 months each at
- Thadedhunga-Yari and Senpe, and 2 months in travelling. Since

Dangali Khambease stay at Sanpe in Achham districta they are
also called "Sanpe Khambas."

Dangali Khambaes live in tents both in their swmmer and
winter settlements.lO The¢y have no houses. The tent is erected
by raising a wall or enclosing sOme space with a pheruwall
{yoat wool cloth) ir such a way that nct ruch air gets 1Nh.The
site ol such & tent is called Le or LzZzi, which is a Tibetan
term. Dangali Khambas transport th:iir tents, utensils and oti«
belongings on the back of mules, Jhopa,12 Tolba,l3 horsess
sheep, goats, etcs while moving between their summer ani wintea:
settlements.

They alsoc carry cows, ifemale Tolbag, ctc, along with then.
Jhopas, Lcth male and femalsz, and Tclbas, which are among the
domestic animals found in the northern lHimelavan region, can
travel to winter settlements cf the Dangezli Knambas, which
are situated in the central hill regiong harbas bre=d nules
to0, and alco possess Chhyanglus (Tibetan or Chhiowa sheep,
which give fine wool), Ronglu (sheep belonginyg to Humnla and
Jumla, whose wool is somovwhat coarce), and some Syakchar -
(cross-breed of Chhyaznglu and Ronglu sheep), in addition to
goats and Chyangra goatsqa They carry all these domestic animz.:
with them. However, come Khambis now leave thelr cows and hoirowe
in the custody of a momber of their fanmily or a friend at Lacds
pass (Bhanjyang), situated on :he way, instead of taking thes»
animals across Thadedhunga-Yari,

)
Dangali Knambas wmove about in Taklakot (Tibet), Humla,
Bajhang, Bajura, Achham, Doci, Kailzali z2rd Bardiya for the
purpose of trade. The main centers waere they conduct trade
are Taklakot in Tibet, which can be rezched from Yari after
a journey of 2 days, and Rajapur, (whicl is called Solaghat
oy the locel inhabitants) zand Nepalgani in the Tarais

Contd. ..
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A& few Dangali Khembz families have soughtato pefmanenti&ﬁ

o
¢ N

cettle down at Gumbagaun (Kunwari-Khola), Muchu and Yangsi:
(Yari). They are said to have submitted applications. to the:
arpropriate District Panchayat and Chief DistrictaOfficera- '*
demanding permanent settlement facilities at Ridikot or Guinbas
gaun (in the Kunwari-Khola area near Shankha Lagana)g

Dandakhet Khambas

) SRR X i R 2 1
Dandakhet hambas travel from Surkhet' in March or April
and reach Dandakhet (Karan-Dara in Mugu) by the second week
of Mays Their summer settlement in Dandakiwct consicsts of houses
with stone walls an:l rlat roofsg While in Surkhet, however,
they,dike Dangali Kharbas, live in tents, They teke horses,
lfugu sheep, goat, Syaktasl? and cows with themn.,

But they czanot take such domestic Himalayan animals as
Jhopse, Jum§, anid Tolba to Surlhet valley during winter,
because this place is situated in the inner Tarai. For this .,
reason, they cmploy some men (called Lora) to look after their * -
cattle, crops, housges, etc in their village. Loress are paid g
remuneration in propor&iocn to the arca of lands and number.
of cattle they have to look after. ’ '

Dandalhet Khambas traval to Cheptu and Pongju in Tibket,&
Mugu, HMHumla, Junla, Dailekh, Surkhet, Danke and Bardiyasafor
surposes of trade. Their main trade centers are Pongju, whichn
cen be reached from Mugu after a2 6-daysi journey along with
sheep, and Hepalganj in the Tarai, which is reached from
Surkhet after 4 daysd travel, A few Dandakhet Khambas also
travel to RKajapure o e

Dandakhet Khambas have reclaimed lands in the Dandakhet
srea, On thic land, they pay Serma tax (paid on unregistered
Jand)s They grow millet, buckwheat, Tite-Mithe, Kaguno and-:
iarse, in addition to poteito, radish and Koira during. summer, =
and barley, wheat and Uwa during wint:r. Some Dandakhet Kham-a -
bas have purchas@d lands ir. Surkhet also, They give their lands:
in Surkhet to the local Tharus on payment of fixed rents or -
0of half of the crop.

Surkhet is the winter settlement of Dandakhet Khambas'’
Before 1965, Surkhet was czlled “"Kalzpani" (i.e, a malarial -
area). Even the local inhabitents (who have come from Tumla, ...,
Dullu, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Salyan and other places and have potr.

'
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_upermanently settled down 1ve8u1xﬁet) fornexly be51tdted to
“live in the valley, and ‘preferred to stay in such hill areas:
~.situvated to the north of Surkhet as Gothikada, Ramrikada,

Bayalkada, Katuka and Jarbuttae Dandakhet Khambas too never

. cameedown to Surkhet valley. They tooéused to set up their
winter camps inethe above-mentioned villageg, or in Dullu-.

" Dailekh. They are very afroid of frost and malaria. Khambas':®
~and others started settling down in Surkhet valley after th°

introduction of the malaria eradication programein 1965. A

grass known as "Leu" sgprouts in Surkhet velley during the
vonths of December and January. It is believed that cows,

sheep, goat and other livestock, other than horses develop
diarrhoea, and worms in their Lclly, and that their throat

.- 3
2
t o

gets swollen, in csse they gr:ze on this grass. This eyolulnuiu

why people still prefer to graze their cottle in the hill are;
around Surkhet valley. Khambas come to Surkhet simply to graz&

their horses and stay in tents, A campaign for the cultivation?
of such winter crops as whezt and barley. is going on at preScn

in Surkhete It will definitely have its 1mpact on Khambas and
otherse

rMandara hambas

Mandara Khambas are thiose living in lMandara, situated ine
Chaudhabis-Dara of Tibrikot districte Thev resenble eaniahhei
Khambag in many respectse Both procecd tirrough Surkhet in
March or April and reach Mandara, their summer settlement,
towards the second wesk of May. After spending 5 months in
Mandara, they again come deowm to. their winter settlement in
Surkhet during October, Most of the Mandars Knampbas too own ‘.
small houses in their sumier settlemente Some of tﬂem live lﬁ
tentse In Surkhet, they &ll live in tentse

UnlikeeDandekhet Khambas, Mand2ra Khambas do not employ. ..
any Lora to loole after their summer settlements. They leﬂve"
their Jhopa, Jumz, Tolbas and other livestock kehind at the;
villages of Matuwali Chhetris in nearly Chaudhabisa-Darae On~
their return from Surkhet, they »~y remuneration in the €fomi.’;
 of salt or in cash to Matuwali Chhetris in consideration of §
_their service. They take with them only shecp, goats, horses

and some cowse In the second week of September, they sow seew
o wheat, Uwa and barley at their summer settlement and then '
move down-werds. In winter, there is snow—tull, and the @ntlﬂ
ground is covered with snow. Because of snow, no cattle be‘on‘
ing to others can damage their winter cropse The khambds
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return in April to harvest their crops. During their stay in

Surkhet, they do not £fail to ask any person comlng-v1a Mandar4%
about the condition of their village and tnelr crops

Like Dandakhet Khambas, Mandara Khambaa own lunds 1n Sur’
khet. (About 12 Dandakhamba and Mandaia Khamba families have
iurchased lands in Surkhet). These are all cultivated: by Thard&ﬂ
cn sharc-cropplng basis. The Tharus pay Sirto. on. lands =in' the "~
hill region. Like Dandakhect Khambd..;, Méndara Khambas started
visiting Surkhet Valley to live in tents and grazc their’ horse=”
only after 19606,

In recent years, some Mandaraz and Dandakhet Khamba' familigs
have ceased returning to their summer settlements. They spend
the summer in hill arecs around Surkhet Valley, such as Gothiw- -
kada, Ramrikada, KRatuka cnil Jarbutta.

as ' :

In addition ‘to conducting trade in wool, salt, rlcc and
other grains, Mandera ond Dandakhet Khambas collect or purchass
herbs and drugs such/Attis, Katuko and llatte Jadi in hill aress
and sell these in Nepalganj or Rajapur. ”hﬂy are also famour
for horse-breeding. -

Dillikot And Hurikot Khamkas

These are the Knambas living at the Dillikot, Chautara,’
Chaurikot, Huriliot, Kai Gaun, Wallungchaur, Thanke~Tarakot an:l
Ramedanda-Barikot villages situated in the Dillikot-Hurikot :
area. Unlike the semi-nomadic groups of Dangali, Dandakhet ﬂnn.r?
Mandara Khambas, they have settled down permanently.’ Some say
that Dillikot and’ Hurikot Khambas too lived & semi-nomadic LiFe
antil a few years ago, They used to spcnd the winter season.
in Gumraghat (situated on the upper reaches of the Bheri river -
in Jajarkot district) and Dori-Chaur. in Baglung district, and.:”
the summer season in Dillikot, Hurikot, Chaurlkot, Tarakot ‘ang# i
Barikot. _ ‘

Some of thcm occuplcd the nosﬂ.:.on ot Jlmmawal. The: maJo-
rity of these Khambes have now reglstered thelr lendu, -on wulCh
they pay taxes, At the same time,. they carry.on.trade gduring.
theilr spare time, Thcy travel to Mugu, Dolpa, lerikot, Jaja“ﬂ
kot, Rukum, Rolpa and Salyan for tne purpose of trade,.The : .
Khambas of the Dillikot-Hurikot area say that-their: forefather ‘
came from Tibet to Mustang 4 or 5 gcnerntlonb 200 They started
living in Musteng efter the Raje of Mustang conferred, Nepali’
citizenship on them., Until a few years Ago, thes: Yhambas usru
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to pay a tribute (Serto) of Rg 1.00 per hLiousehold to the Ra‘a‘n
o>f Mustang. They are said to be still in possessiorn of a COPRES
inseription issued by the Raja of Mustangi They used to visit &
Mustang via Mukul and Songada. Until a few generations back, =
they had Tibetan namesi But oy they use the names common in
che Matuwali communityi They breed Jhopa, Juma and Tolbai SofEE
of them are seen to be breeding yaks (Chaunri) at high altitu==s
cial MLif

.__.._._..,,..._..._,..._..._._

U\

Kharbas are adherents of Buddhism. Although nomadic, the¥
have been scrupulously preserving their traditional religioOrlie
Mandara and Dandalihet Khambas have small mo;“"tcrleq in Mandars
village and the Dandakhet arca. In addition, they worship idols
and tankas in their homesi They zlso constru.u Lakangs (placvl
for storing Buddhist scrlpthLeb). While staying in Surkhst a2
Sapne, they set up smalli decorated monasteries (gumba) insind ¥
their tentsi Khambas clso visit adjoining Bhote villages on
vilgrimage and burn candles at the local monasteriesi The Dali=s
gali Tharus thus visit the rmonasteries of Kormij Muchu, Tumko®
and Yangsi in Humlaj and the Dandaknet and Mandara Khambas L€
those in Karan and Mugu-Darai Khambag periodicully invite TILLES
(Incarnate Leniz) as well as the Lamas of other major monastel iy
to their sunmer and winter settlements to perform religious = &
ritesi The Khambas of the Dillikot-iurikot area previously 508
vited Lamas from Tibat for che same purpcse. One or two Lamés
are believed to cxist in every villace.

Language

Dangali, Dandakhetj Mandera and Dillikot-Hurikot Khambas
speak the Tibeten langunce. As is the caze with the pecple HUEE
longing to different tribes or living in different parts of4
Tibetj the Khambas speak the Tibetan languade in difrerent ey
The variations in the styles used by them are mainly due te
geographical differcences, different historical bﬁckgroundsl
and the influence of different communities with whom they *1
come--into contact. Dangali Khambas have maintained close 1ie
iEh&™the Sét-Thapale, a Bhote community living in northe-wes ste
Humla. This is the reason why the dialect spoken by Dduqa**;.
¥hambas DPears close cimilarities with that used by the Sat: f
Thapales. Mandare and Dandekhet Knanbas, who are trnoers:upe
a Tibetan dialect similer to that spocken by the Bhotes of
Karan-Dara. They also understand the Nepali languagsa. e

av
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Costunes

While living in the swaner settlement, some Khamba men, .. s
like Bhotes inhabitingy the northern Himalayan region, wear lone
woolen jackets (Bakkhu). However, like the inhabitants of the”ff
central hill region, the majority of the Khambas wear Daura- .
Suruwal, shirt, coat, cap, etcs Mandara and Dandakhet Khamba -
women wear a costumes similar to those used by the Bhote women:
0 Karan and Mugu-Daras, while Dangali Fhanba women wear .Sarigcl
and blouses, like Bada--Achhame womcn. ' - ‘ TR

Marriage

Because of geographical distance, Khambas of the above-
mentioned catcegories have not kean able to establish matrimo-
nial relations with one anotheisg These Khambas may be divided
into 3 endogamous unitsa- :

(1) Dangali Khambg
(2) mMandara-Dandakhet Khamba
(3) Dillikot-—Hurikot Khambasa

Some Dangali, Mandare and Dandakhet Khampas nave. estab-
lished matrimonial relations with one another. However, I
have not found & single iastance of matrimonial relationship
having been established between the Khambas of the Dillikot-~
Hurikot area and the other Khambas. On the other hand, Dilli-
kot-Hurikot Khambas have recently begun establishingamatrimo-
nial and even commensal relations with.Matuwali Chhetris, Dan- .
gall Khambas have established matrimonial relations with Sat
Thapales of the Muchu~iumkot area, There do not exist other
instances of such exogamous matrimonial relationsa

Physiognomy

Social customs, culture, language and religion may be co;s
cealed and even changed. A situation arises in which one com- -
munity has to change its traditions, culture, religion, etc
reluctantly under the influence or presadures of another compu:-
nity or religion., In such casesy stu%ies regarding the physic-~
gnomy of a comaunity will ke of much help in determining its
tribal and historical origins. Fhysiognomy <coes not change -
even under the influencc of another community or religion,.-

Contdesas



76.

There mey be chances in biological and ecological conditions,
o0f courses The nature of matrimoniecl rzlationship may leave

a dangerous effect on the physiognomy of an individual., It “
is therefore necessary to study the matrimonial system before:
studying the physicgnomy of any community.

As indicated above, Khambas are mostly endogamcusa For
this reason, this community does not &ppear to have received
the strain of any other race, nor has it given away its racial
strain to another. The traits found in this community must
be considered to be hereditary. as such, we may classify the
Khambas on the basis of their phyciognomy.

¥hambas have black and coarse hair and their complexion
is wheatish. They have tiny greyiish eyesa Their eyelids have
Mongoloid iolds. They have flat noses and little hair on thell
bodies. They are generally o:f ordinary height. Thece are the
deneral features of the physiognomy of Khambas. From the vievi~
point of their physical condition, Khambas may be placed in »
the Tibeto-Mongoloid group of Mongoloid stock. However, Khamb?%
are a little distinct from the other Bhote groups of Tibetazndy
the Humla-Mugu area, who also belong td the Tibeto-Mongoloid f
aroup. Several factors may account for such diffcrences. Thefgg
are no matrimonial rolations hetween Khambas and Bhotes, whicf
has resulted in their isolation from eacih othera They live '
within diverse biclogical or geogr:phical environments. Kham—
bas of different groups do not maint&in natrimonial relationsg
with one another. The populacion of an endogamous unit has
shrunk to such an extent ti«t there has been no elternative
to inbreeding. There has been a sudden mutatcion of chromosom$€§
or, genes, and so a process of naturel selection. Thus Khambady
have undergone a process of micro-evolution distinct from thifa
affecting other Bhote groups. As a result, the physiogrnomy 97

Khambas has become different from that of the other Bhota Qfﬁﬁ

endF L e

Bconomic Condition

Trade, farming and cottage industry may be regarded as t2§
main occupations, and hence the basis of the economic life OZXY
Khambas. Trade is their rrimary occupationa Thies explains whi
. Khambas occupy the second place' after the inhabitants of HUm%,
and Jumla in the fiald of trade. Dangali Khainbas are the bestd
"known traders amongy thc Khambasa In the month of April, the¥.q
leave Yari for Senpe, carcying foodgrzins on thaaback of sheé
Lukal goats, horses, mules and Khyang Jhopasa The grains inC#
rice, Dagrel (a mi:iture of rice and paddy), wheal, mnaize and}
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Uwa. The grcins are bartered for salt at Yari. In case salt
is not available at Yari, the grains are carried to Taklakot,
ithere these are given to Bhotes in exchange for salt.&The . -
Khambas then carry the salt to Achham, where they purchased '
foodgrains on credit and then return to Sanpe, From Sahpe,"-
they again go to Yari and Taklakot in July, carrying fresh '«
supplies of foodgrains. While in Yari and Taklakot, they alsgo.
conduct ctransactions in wool, sheep, Chyangra goats, Jhopa,
etc. After staying in Yari and Taklakot from-July to October,”
they begin their journey to Sanpe. The salt procured at. Yari -
and Taklakot is sold at Bhote, Thakuri and Thar-Chhetri- villages
in exchange for grains, which are then stored in Sanpe. The
Khambas utilize such supplics for personal consumption also.
During the péeriod from November to February, they travel twice
between Sanpe and Rajapur, or between Senpe and Nepalganj, for
trade. They buy Indian szlt on cash payment at these places.

The salt is then carried to Beajura and parts of Doti and as

far as Raskot-~Dara, the rorthernmost part of Achham, where ik

is exchanged for grajns. Grains procured in this manner are

sold in Taklakot during tne next April @nd May,.

The area of commercial operations of Mandara and Dandakhet
Khambas is separate from that of Dangali Khambas. Similarly,
their seasons and modes of trade transactions are differents
In April, they transport graing, specially rice, on shéep, _
goat, and horse bhack to their summer settlementsS After spend-
ing some time in farming, they leave for Pongju-2in Tibet,
situated to the north of Mugu, in the month of July to procure
Tibetan salt and some quantity of wool in exchange for wheat,
barley andaUwa grown by them in their farm and rice brought
from Surkhet. They visit Pongju generally once a vear, The -
other Khambas exchange their grains for salt with the Bhotes
of Mugu and Karan-Dara themselves. Salt procured by them in
this manner is sold in Jumla and Tibrikot in exchange for grainéf
Carrying Bhote s&lt in some ¢uantities, they desa=znd towards
Surkhet. The Bhote salt is exchanged for grains in the villag.:s
of Jumla,, Dullu-and Dailekh districts situated on the way to &
Surkhet, Bhote salt is more popular in these areas than Indier. .
salt, The Khambas take foodgrains procured in this manner to .
Surkhet districta ' B ow ‘

During their stay in Surkhet, the Khazmbas visit Nepaloganj
in December or January to buy Indian salt. They carry sheep ‘
and goats with them. Herds of these animals are called Patha.
Salt bought in Nepalganj is brought Lo Surkhet Valley, where
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it is exchanged for foodgrzins such as rice, maize and buck- ]
wheat. If the transactions prove profitable, the Khambas visit .
Mepalganj in February too. Indian salt procured during this ,
month is sold in Surkhet Valley, Dullu and Dailekh in exchange :
for foodgrzins. Foodgrains bought in this maonner ace teken tc
the hill areas, znd from there to Tibe: the nexc year,

ARET .
X Gy

- Khamba women meke Liu (carpets) £from the wool oI Chhy glg,
gheep, Pheruwa, blaﬂ“cts, etc. The handlcoms used by them ara
lel&ar to those used in Humla. Thece hwve to be opercted -in

& sitting position. Similarly, the Kihamba women of Mandara zr.a
Dandakhet make Liu, Dana (small CdLbEu)l etc with looms simila
to those used in Humlz, They 2lso manufecture other cloths wit
a different type of looin erected on the cround.

by
a

'.‘
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Conclusion

The Khambas &re thus a small semi-nomadic tribe scatterad
in such large geographical zreas as the Karnali, Seti, Eheri
and Rapti zones. Their ethnic similarities with the Bhotes ¢z
the northern Himalayan areas of these zones help us to trace
the common history oI these two communities. Bhotes have alr
settled down permznently. The Khamkas of the DLlllkOt HnrlkOL
area too have permauently secttled down there after having re-
gistered -lands in their names. The Khambas of Mendara and Deriz
khet have purchased lands in Zurkhet and cultivated lands ani -
huilt nhouses in the hill areas as well, Only a few Dangali Kusne
bas appear to be interested in cettling down permanently. MOSt .,
of them do not own any land, nor cdo they ever engage in agri- 4
culture,

A stydy of the migration pattern of the Khambas would shov -
that the Bhotes were the first to migrate to Nepal ond lead Gy
nomadic life. They wandered about in the northetn Himelayan X
and centrel hill arcas for traede, and later settled down peri®
nently in this country. Khambas came to Nepal only after the ;g
Bhotes. Some of them have now settied down, while some are sti:
leading a semi-nomadic life. The Khambas ‘have thus passed the i}
nomadic stage and entered into the semi-nomadic stage. This iug
the history of the Khambas, In course of time, they too will.l:d
definitely settle down permanently. It is now ocur duty to he Y

them in settling down permanently and preserving their =4
cultural traditions, : ;
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Notesa

Raute is a nomadic tribe. Members of this tribe completes a
tour of Salyan, Rolpa, Rukum, Tibrikot, Jumla, Mugu, Humla,,
Dailekh, Jajarkot, Doti, Achham, Bajura, Bajhang, Baitadi ang% .. :
Darchula districts situated in western Nepal once every 12.ye§rsg

They never go down to the Tarai or the inner Tarai, Now-8-days
however, Rautes have started visiting Surkhet and Dang. There is
no specific area where they can settle down permanently. They;
encanp in forest areas, resting inside temporary huts madedof
thick gress. Such huts, which are called Raute, are erected nesr.
areas where water is available. They £ell timber of the Dar,_”,"
Khasru, Thingo, Bhunj and other varieties, and make utengﬁié,;
cots, tables, chiairs, etc. They sell these goods for cash or .

in exchange ifor foodgrainsg They have a dialect of their ovin,
called Raute. Rautes form a very tiny minority in Nepal. Their -
total number is estimated at 150, RS

Kusunda too is a nomadic tribe, They used to wear clothes macde
from fibers of Altc, Sisnu or Bhangra grass, and move about i-.
the forests carrying bows and arrows, Villagers call them Bz~
raja (King of the forest)&s They have a dialect of their own,
called Kusunda. They have started settling down permanently.
Rautes are said to have once regarded Kusundas as their Kinges.
3yansi is anotner semi-nomadic tribe inhz2biting Darchula in
tfepal and Dharchula in Uttar Pradesh (India). Their main occupii-
tion is trade. In western Nepal, they raenk first among those
engaged in trade. Some of them are also engaged in agriculture
They procure salt and wool from Tibet on nule, horse and sheen
back, and bring cloth, rice and other foodgrains from the Tar:i
areas of Nepal as well as from India. The commodities bought i,
the Tarai and India are transported to Tibet. Tingar and Chyen::
are the surmer settlements of the Byansis of Nepal. During wins;
they stay in the vicinity of Darchula Bazaar, whigh they call .=
Tallo-Tingar and Tallo-Chhyangru. Byansis are also called Saw’ <
because they can speak in the Nepali and Tibet languages in
addition to their own dialects ' , y

Causes And Tinpacts Or Migrationa. Preliminar

Survey In. ‘hes:.
Region. CEDA. Kathmandu: Zurich, March 1973, p. 4. Tt g

Since the Nepsl-Tibet war of 1854, and perticularly after the
emergence of the Panchayat system, the Bhotes of Humla and 4
Mugu have been officially called Tamangs in order to distin~’
guish them from other Bhotes livigg in Tibet. However, Hindus
inhabiting these areas still call them RBhote or Jad,., In fact,
they are not known to have any historical, linguistic or otl.e:
link with the Tamangs of central Nepal. The Tamangsaof centr:’
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Nepal were also once called Bhotes. Ta means horse and Mang:
celler. In fact, these people sell horses and are thereforc
called Tamangs. (Dor Baha'ur Bisht,  People of Nepal, Depart:
of Publicity, Ministry of .Information -and Broadcasting, Hisg
Majesty's Government.of Nepal, 1567, p. 48.

Rahul Sankrityayan, Kinnar Desh, 1¢48, pb. 33-34,

Matuwali Chhetris refer to the Chhetris of western Nepal who
do not wear the sacred thread and take licuor. Unlike sacred-
thread wearing Chhetris, lMatuwali Chhetris have a Moncoloid
physiognomy. Their social customs &nd usages shows that thiey
are the descendants of the ancient Khasal -

Dor Bahadlur Bisht, op. cit., p. 124,

B.H. Hodgson, Miscellaneous Essays Relating To Indian Subjectes
London, 1880; S.X. Chaterjee, Kirat Janakriti, Royal asiatic
Society of Bengal; Calcutta, 1851, pp. 60-61,

Blanket made of Ronglu wool, which is sewn with a white cloth
inside.

A shawl made of goat wool,

Jhopa is a cross-breed of yak (Chaurigai) and Tibetan bull /(I .

Tolba means a cross-breed of female Jhopa (Juma) and Lulu or
ordinary bull,

In the Mugu area, Syakcha is called'Syakta. ’

Pongju has developed into a trade center only in recent yearc
Before the entry of the Chinese into Tibct, transactions in
s#lt and foodgrains were conducted at Cneptu, which is reschs
from Mugu village after a 3 day's journey along with sgheep.
There have been stories of many people and sheep hav1ng dl?
of altitude, s;cknesq .while proceedlng tg,PongJu.;It Maabels
there exlsts a, grass on® the*way, whose spmell causes: headaejm

_.and. vomlting: Phe- tride centers- of PongJu and” Cheptuiwere

closed for' some: years after the entry of the Chinese into
Tibet.. The Knhambas and other inhabitants of Mugu had then to
travel to Taklakot which can be reached from Mugu after 22
days' travel with sheep.
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(S.B. Maharjan).
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