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PREFACE

This work 1s based on research we undertook in a small village
in highland Sri Lanka in 1965 and 1968. We should like to express
our gratitude to the residents of that village for their many kindnesses,
their patience and their interest in our work. We owe a particular
debt of thanks to Mr. R.B. Ekanayake who often served as a field
assistant, to Mr. K.G. Abeeratne, our landlord, who looked out for
our health and welfare, and to the householders around whom this work
is organized. These people and others not only contributed immeasur-
ably to our understanding of Sinhalese language and culture but also
left us with happy memories of the time spent in fieldwork.

Although many of the particulars in this work will be of interest
to specialized audiences, the monograph, especially its introductory
sections, has been written with the student of architecture in mind.
Over the past several years Robert MacDougall has developed a series
of courses organized around architecture in the perspective of the
concept of culture which includes a required course for students at
the undergraduate level as well as a graduate level sequence. For
teaching purposes, there are many important illustrative needs still
to be met in this area. They range from the most basic discussions of
the study of domestic space in ethnography to case studies which show
what kinds of problems can be developed in architecture as culture.
This work is intended to help fill these needs.

Over the years we have benefit .ed enormously from our associ-
ations with South Asianists and anthropologists at Cornell University.
We should like to take note of the early encouragement given to our
work by Professors Robert Ascher, James Gair, Gerald Kelley, Morris
Opler and John Roberts. We should also like to acknowledge the support
given by Professors Mary Katzenstein and Kenneth Kennedy during the
preparation of this monograph.

The fieldwork on which this monograph is based was supported by
the U.S. Office of Education, the Canada Council and the Cornell South
Asia Program. The Cornell South Asia Program and the Center for Inter-
national Studies have provided subventions for the publication. These
sources of support are gratefully acknowledged. A study leave from
the Department of Architecture in Fall 1977 for Robert MacDougall pro-
vided needed time for the completion of the manuscript. The support
given by Professor Mario Schack, Chairman of the Department, and by
Professor Kermit Parsons, Dean of the College of Architecture, Art,
and Planning, is acknowledged with appreciation.

The technical problems presented by this manuscript have consumed
much time. The tasks involving Sinhalese language skills have been
undertaken by Bonnie MacDougall, whereas the graphic work is that of
Robert MacDougall. Mrs. Renee Pierce took on the difficult task of typing
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a long manuscript with numerous tables and material in three languages.
She was patient and skillful, and we are much indebted to her. We
should also like to thank Mr. Blake Middleton for doing the graphic work
in the inventory table, and Mr. Gordon Wenneker for the Kodalith reduc-
tions of the drawings. Finally, we should like to express our appreci-
ation to Mr. Richard Gingras of the Cornell University Graphic Arts
Services who has supervised the production of the monograph.

Robert D. MacDougall
Bonnie G. MacDougall
Cornell University
November 1977



CONTENTS

PART I: INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM AND THE SETTING ....... 1
Introduction to the study .......... cececscececssscssaanan 1
Research needs in Sinhalese ethnography ....ciccecctcacss 3
Research needs in the comparative study of domestic

architecture ...... e eec s s essssesesssasssssssssnanesas 4
The study of the dwelling within the field of

architecture ..... .ttt ersncenscsanannas cesease 5
The study of the dwelling within anthropology ........... 8
The scope and plan of this work .....ceiiiiieecceecccnanes 10
The physical setting .......... ceseans ccescsssctececanas ee 12
The social setting ... ..ciitereceasccsssscsscsssssssssacas 16
Land and moONey  ...ceeeconcccs ce et escasasssseasasccanannas 17
The specific research setting ....cieeeieeecceans ceecaseaes 19

PART IXI: THE INVENTORY ... .iccciceeeccncccaccscss cec o ssecseennae 28
Introduction ceccecesescreasesesacssssessesssesnenes ceee.. 28
The conduct of the inventory ...iciiciececccnceceoncnnnns ... 28
Transcription and translation of the entries P 1 |
An overview of domestic articles in use in Rangama ...... 32
Basketry (plaited and coiled) and other plaited

= o o cecsacsenns 32
Articles fashioned from wood, shells, gourds,

leaves and VINES ... ceeececccccacccccncaceass cecesscanes 42
Wooden containers and tools ... iiiitercctcrcarasncconens 43
Wooden furniture .......c.ccceeeceececcssscscsssscsssssccacsas 46
Articles fashioned from leaves, gourds, coconut

shells and ViINeS  ....icecesecnsccscsssccssnssansss ceee. 49
Traditional articles not of local manufacture:

unglazed pottery ... cieiciicicicttestccsaaccnscscacansaccs 50
Traditional articles not of local manufacture:

metal work ceeccesceseacana cesecccacecaca ceceanaa ceeees Sl
Non-traditional articles ceecaas ceecscsseccasssccasanaana 52
The recycling of traditional articles et e eescasesssseana 52
Wall hangings and decoratlons ....c.cceeecccassacaccncass 53
Architectural features and permanent fixtures ...... ceeees 53
The inventory . .cc:cciteescscssssssscssssssssescansascssccscsesss 55

PART III: THE RECORD OF HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITIES ACCORDING

TO SPACE AND TIME ......... coceoacscscsssec e cesesessacenpaacsna 103
Introduction ceecccescssecsnsseeans cececsssssssases cesencns 103
The waking day as a logical time unit for the study

of domestic space ccesccacecccssesararacacsnas ccsscesea 105
The conduct of the observation ....¢ccicecccecs ceecesacas 105
Summary of principal work activities of the adults in

the two households during the waking day ....cccc.. eees 107

The record of activities according to space and time ...... 111



vi

PART III: THE RECORD OF HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITIES ACCORDING
TO SPACE AND TIME (cont.)
Overview of household activities in the wider perspective

of Rangama life ...ttt eteineeeeeeanceceeasnscaacssannnns
The division of labor by sex: the domestic and
extra domestic activities of men and women ..........
Daily food preparation and diet in the domestic
setting ... ciceneccann carrsessesacasanen s nase “eo
Child care in the domestic setting: children
and SPACE .t .cicesccoscsassasascscannas ceecscssscasaa c e
Infant care: feeding Cecesescacssecsessseseans cecsccns .
Infant care: bathing cecens ceeececceccnscscesecacecees
Men in the domestic setting ..... cesesccceasencncn cecen
The domestic setting as a sphere for the elderly ..... .
PART IV: OVERVIEW . ....c.ccceecscnscsassasssasscscscscsscssssscsasscaos
INtrodUCtiOon & .ttt it ieeenescecenssssccccncansnass ceecacanns
The Rangama dwelling as patterned space .......ceeeeeees ceea
The Rangama example, cultural knowledge and the
architect's intuition ceetesceasssaceeens ceescsscassnaa
REFERENCES CITED ....... s e s rEremrtertutt e n bt e e s e e e
PLATES
Plate I (Frontispiece):
Two of the householders in the forecourt of the sample
dwelling, WiMo (L.) and Wi (R.) (19635) ... ..ciiiieencncanss -
Plate II: The dwelling and its site ....ccc... ceccscscesenca .o
a. The site looking north (1968)
b. The dwelling looking northeast (1968)
Plate III: DOmMEStiC SCENES .evceececercccssnsaccocsaes caccaanena
a. WiMo in forecourt with infant granddaughter born
in 1967 (1968)
b. Wi spreading kurakkan millet to dry (1965)
Plate IV: DomestiC SCENEeS ..ecececcocscss cececenns cesesana cean
a. Wi husking kurakkan millet (1965)
b. Wi winnowing kurakkan millet (1965)
Plate V: WiMo with ElSo and YoSo in the forecourt (1965)......
Plate VI: Domestic scenes ...... ceccace csecdssacseaacanceneas
a. WiMo winnowing kurakkan millet (1965)
b. WiFa shaving and E1lSo pulling drum (1965)

160
16l

163
164

165
167
169
169
169
171

180

viii

23

149

150

151



vii

PLATES (cont.)

Plate VII: Dwelling #27 ...ceeveceans ceecannas cececescsssess 174

a. Food preparation and cooking area
b. Storage area

Plate VIII : DWElling #18 " & & ® ® & & & F & & & & 5 8 & @ ® & & % & 5 & & F & W - & & & &5 B8 - 8 175
a. Food preparation and cooking area
b. Storage area

Plate IX: WElling #38 lllllll * & & & & & W8 & ¥ &5 & B . &% & & 8 & % & 8 & . 8 & & & 85 & & @ 176
a. Food preparation and cooking area
b. Storage area

Plate X: melling #17 lllllll " % & & 5 8 8 * & & & & & & & & @ & & & & & & & & & & & = 5 ¥ 8 177
a. Food preparation and cooking area
b. Storage area

Plate XI: The hearth in dwelling #17 ..... cesecsesescenese cee. 178
Plate XITI: POrchesS ...ceceeecoceacess cecccccenae ceeccecssssees 179

a. The porch (manDu ge) of dwelling #17
b. The porch (manDu ge) of dwelling #39

FIGURES
Figure 1l: Keyed plan of the dwelling ...... ceecscanas ceesssas 26
Figure 2: Keyed axonometric of the dwelling showing
interior iiiiiiii * B 8 2 8 & 8 8 8 B 8 % B 8 R F B S ® WS SR BB ® * & & ® & @ 27

Figure 3: Axonometric of dwelling showing interior ...... inside
back cover

MAP
Map 1l: Rangama village ........... ceecnan cececcesccacae ceees 15
TABLES
Table 1l: Baskets, mats and S1ings ...eeeeeeeceececeeeen. ceenes 34
Table 2: Wooden containers and tOOlS ...eeeeceenenn. cecsesess 43
Table 3: Wooden furniture ......... cecssssseecoea Y ¥
Table 4: The inventory ......... ccsesenn cocmasensasans ceseeees 55
Table 5: The division of 1abor bY S€X ceeeeeeees csecececssssses 154



