
 Lameness Scoring Sheet 
 

Adapted from Sprecher (MSU) and Cook (Univ. of WI). 

Description 1 
Normal 

• Stands/walks with a 
level back 

• Normal gait, long 
strides 

2 
Mildly lame 

• Stands with level back 
• Walks with arched back 
• Strides are slightly 

shorter 

3 
Moderately lame 

• Arched back when standing 
/walking. 

• Short strides with one or 
more legs.  

• Walks slower, may stop to 
rest. 

• Some difficulty turning 

4 
Severely lame 

• Arched back when 
standing/ walking 

• One or more limbs 
favored 

• Frequent rest 
stops. 

• Extreme difficulty 
turning 

     

Tally     

Number/Score     

Percent     

Target % > 70% < 20% < 10% < 3% 
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