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Reobellion ;n Jurla

I

The people of Junlse <ic not cccept the Gorkhali rule with
doeility but resorted to forequent reovellions. On Kertik sadi
5, 1851 (October 1794), kathmancu sent the following notificetinn
to the inhabitants of Humlae anc Jumlas

It ig five yeors since we occupiec thot region. During thot
pericd, ydu have created much trouble. Hoewsver, we pardon you
Tfor wnatever you nay nave uwone auring these fi.e years. 1f
aven now any one engages in rebellion or intrigue, we shzll
degrace you to a lower caste if he is & prahmen, cr else erslevs
or bchead him according tc his caste. Uncerstam: this well.

We shall, however, reward those who ars loyal to us. (24/43%0).

Regmi Research Ccllection, Veol. 24, p. 430.

II

On Beishakh Baci 1, 1851 (April 1794), Raijit sanwar
wes replacec by Jog Neruyen Mella.as Subba of Jumle.

The following royel orier wes ther sent to Ranjit ranwer,

You have imposec heavy fines on the inhespitants of Jumla
because they hadé rebellel in 1793. They heve come here to
complain again=t such punishmernt. Whotever nmay hove reun collect..
in the past, the collection cf fincs cvery year has lec to a
cepcpulaticn of thet territory. In order to check that trend,
wa hereby remit all arrecrs of such fines. Bhardars who had
been ceputec to the west had been instructec to kill all rebels
cf above the age of 12 ycars, but not to cnslove other members
of their familics anc 1.t thew cultivate the leand., No action
shall be teken in contrava.tion of such instructions. Rastore
21l slaves and horses thet you have unjustly taken. The territ-:y
must be made populous ane cnjryec. You sShall be punished if
you &ct in contravention of the regulstions.”

Regmi Research Collecticn, Vol. 24, pp. 288-92.

III

Royal orcer to Subba Ranjit kanwer, Suvelior Dhonjit Rana,

and other military officials deputed t» Jumla; "We hec issued orders

to all Amalicdars through Jegjit Pence thot 211 robels of above
the age of 12 years shoulc ve killed, vut thet other meabers of
their families shoulcé¢ not be enslaved, but Uz allowel to occupy
their homesteads. " We have now received reperts thet gven then
you have enslavec¢ members of the ferilics o¢f tihe rebels. We

had then orcered you to restore such slaves Lo rrocdom, but none
of you have obeyed the order. You shall Lz pomisiel if you o
not do so even after receiving this ordor."

Tuesday, Shrawen Suci 3, 1851.
Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 24, p. 293.
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Iv

I

Jog Narayan Malle, as Subbe of Jumle, was granted the
following emoluments anc perquisites:-

(1) oOne anna in each rupce of reverue actually collected.

(2) One-sixth of inccrie raisec frowm fines, penalties,
and escheatse

(3) 30 khets of rice-lancs in Duﬁgau

(4) Ore elcphante

(5) Comma;u of the Kaliceatta Company.

(6) (Income from) Raskot anc barnl areas,

With the revenugsceollected in Jumla, pay the vmolumsnts
of troops steationec there at the prescribved retes, half in cash
anc half in kince Transmit the surplus revenuss, if any, to
the Palece. Submit accounts £t the enéd ¢f each year,"

Regmi Rescarch Collection, Vol. 24, p. 288,

)

Regulations for Jumla pronulgeted in the neame of Subba Jog
Narayan Malla on Tusscay, Shrawan Suci 3, 18%1 (July 1794):~

1. Have religious cercmonies of deitles performed in the sume
manner as during the-time of pravious Subbas.

2. BExpenses on relizious ceremonies af the temple of Sri
Chauden Nath durlng the Dashsin festival will be approvad
as curing the time of previous Subbas.

B LXpenses incurred auAing the Naveratra will be similarly
approved.

4. Reesonable expenses may be incurred on mail-carriers

(helkers) end Wakils.

5. Any gifts ané presents thet mey be received there shall
be transmitted to us.

-
"

6. Reovoels who are of ebove the age of twelve years shall
be killed, their wives ané chilcren shall not be enslavel,
but shall be allowed to occupy thelir homesteads,

7. In cese ary sclcéicr or other person coumits any crine,
he shall becpunishecg or killed or emﬁlwvea, accoréing
to the nature of his crime. Punishment shall be inflict.c
only after obtaining & confession in the presence of

ganchas,
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8. 1In case the feucatory (Thapale) rajas c that region
do not join you in war,, or co not obey orders, but engage
in rebellion, punish thaem according to the nature of
their offense-

9. It the event of an external invasion, the Palace is far .

away, and there will be no time to request for instructionss

You may, therefore, meet such emergencies at your discretiof

. proving truc to yocur salt and in the best interests of
the state (uhupso).

10. Since you will remain for away from the Palace, anc
will occupy your post only at our pleasure, in case
any evil poerson mekes any complaint against you, we -
'shall take a jJust decislon only after hearing. noth sides.
We shall not listen to one sice only.

1. Expenaea incurred on the kachshari, cushions, ink, etc.
will be approved.

12. Expenses incurred on the repeir of forts, as well as
on Sangh holange (bridges), and boats will be approved.

13. Rewards may be granted to any person who shows commendable
perfcrmance in war and other occasions,

Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 24, pp. 209-91,
W

Thg Struggls for kangre Fort

By
Dr. Shivae Prusad Dabarml "Charan",

Sensar Chend wes the most powerful ruler of the Stnte of

Katomh (&ﬂugra) His grendfether, Ghamend Chent, hac esteblishod
depencont state in the region siturted between the

Sutle} and Ravi rivers, He had also extended his rule over the
northern part of,the state of kutled, the state of Chauki, the
fertils yvalley of Palam, and the fort of Padhiyar. However, he
wes not able to take back the fort of kangrza, which had beglongecd
to his apncestors,from the Mughals. His army consisted of 4,000
Rohilla. Afghon, ana Rajput troops, which hazé struck, terror
among the rulers of the adjcining hill states. Ghamand €Chanc¢ had
congtructed a town called Sujanpur on the left vank of the Beas
river on the other side of Alempur, He had also constructed a
fort and pslaces in the neighboring area of Tehrsa.

In 1788, the joint forcus of Sansar Chand end Jaya Simha
of the Kanhdiya Misl of the Sikhs Grove out the Mughal army from
the fort of Kangra. Jaye Simhe pecoupicce the fort through diplomacy,
wa%ver. when Sansar Chand began to reic the pleins ereas belonging
to Jeya Simhe, the later was compelled to hani over.-the fort to
him. After occupying that fort, Sensar Chanc forced the rulers
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of eleven neighooring stetes, who wera considsiri:c to be vessals
of Kangra cduring the rule of the Mughals, to aceept .hls authority.
Ho oraered them to report to his palace on.spucified oecasions
offer him presents, and accoupany him along with thsir troops
during his compaigns of conquest. _ -

Sansar Chand hac constructed a large Palace: at Tira-Sujanpur.
His throne was placed at the center of the main hall, which conteinuc
eleven doors. The rulers of the twenty two principalities who
haa accepted his suwersinty ussu o enter int, hall through spec.ricc
doors. Sanser Chand had also occupled fertile valleys from the
hill rulers. These valléys hzc edrlier peen uncer the control
of the Mughals, The ruler of Chamba wes killec¢ in the battle of
Rihalu Velley whicn formed part of his state. Sanhser Chand
also plundered Mancinsgar, made its minor ruler, Ishwari Sen,
a prisoner, and took him to kangra. The captive ruler was confined
to the fort of Nadaun. Sansar Chand henced over the Hetali Valley
of Mandi state to the ruler of Suket, and the Chahad Valley to the
ruler of kullu, but annpexing the fertile valley of Anantpur. He -
czlleoted e tribute of Rs. 100 Q00 from what remained of Mﬂndi
state.

After becoming & soverelgn Ring of the hiil rog ion ﬂanuar Chend
attempted to extend the frontiers cf his state to thﬁ §outhern
plains., In 1803%-4, he twi.e triea to occupy Hnsh;mrgur and pijweda
but each time he was defeated by Ranjit Singh. Ranjit Singh
himself was m-king efforts to expand the territories of hias
state to the foothills of hill regiosn, Sansar Chand could, therefore,
expect to fulfil his arwitions by-selzing terrltories .only.from
the hill states, His ganc«father, Ghemend Chand, had. alrwady
annexed Cheuki, in the northern pert of Kutled at&ta. Sansar
Chend occupiad the rest cf that state also. ;R . ‘

Sensar Chand's act of making the minor ruler of Manai a
captive and occupying kutled state cresated nmuch excitemﬁnt ancng
the rulers of the hill states. For years, SanSar Chand had been
humiliating and harassing them in various ways. Now, emboldened
by the presence of the victorious Gorkhalls, eleven hill rulers

vowed t5 Pumiliste Scnsar Chzra. They sant mthachand of hah_u.,
a part of whose territory had been snnexad by Sanaar CQana, to
request Amer Simha Thape for help. It wes dac that th rulers

of Guler, Jasawan, Datarpur, Siona, Chapoa, Bhkqt. Kullu, Nurpur,
Bisauli, Kutled and knhlur ahould merch with their respective
troops along with the Gorkhas when Amar Simhn Thapa crosmﬂ‘ the
Sutlej with his army and enaamped in the territory, of kapgre.:
In December 1805, the Gorkhell army crossed tha &ut@ej et
Jibri (Suket) enc kahlur , thus laying the stags for occupation
of kangre state. There the rulers of cleven statas.met, Amer Sin.v
Thepa with their respective troops. Amer Simha Thapa and the elu:. .1
rulers swore that the former would retain control.of the fort of
Trigart (Kangra), but would not cause apy troubls to those rulers
who were considered subordinate to Kangra, that these rulers
would maintein emicable relations with the court of Nepal, that
the court of Nepal woulcd permit them to reoccupy thelr respective
territorics, anc that no part of thair atatea wonld be annexed.

by Nepal,
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The 2lliec forces inflictoud ¢ crushing cefe' t on Senser
Chand's troops near Mahel-Moriz. Sonsar Chone thon fled toweard
Tira-Sujanpur. But ther: too he wes cefested, srne riongwith
‘'sone of his trocps are his fomily, he movsce to the strong fort
of Kangre. Amer Simha Thapa liborstec king Ishweri Simha of
fanai who haw been inprisonce by Sanscr Chenc, @t ths fort of
Nacaun, anc' restored his state to him.s He alsc restored to
the ruler of kutled these portlans of his state thet had becn
annexe by Ghemanc Charnd anc Sens:r Chanc. The rulers of the
hill state: and their subjects welcowneu the Gorkhali army, wh o
hed liberatec them frewm the humiliating slavery of Sanser Chand,
as 1if they had come 2s a blessing from Gous Th. fame of the
invinecible army of Girvana Yudchs Vikrewm, son ¢f Ran pzhacdur
Sheh,s spreac fer and widea

hAccording te Mawlaram, the rulers of Gulere and Chemoe alsc
Joined Amsr Simha Thepe after the latter hod liberated the, states
of Kutled , Suket, Menci, anc Jasanjenc from tune Slavery of
Sansar Chanc w1thout auch ¢ifficulty, and routec the armyaof
sushehar. Thereafterg Amar Simhe Thepa visitec the temple of
Ampa Devi on the Jawsalemukhi hill. From there, «ll the hill
rulers marched with their respective forces along with the
Gorkhali armny. Their spirits were high. They l-ic¢ siege to
the fort of kengrs. Wher the Gorkraoli army which hed conquered
states lgeatec from the eastern te the wester: himalayas reachec
thets fort, ‘the Sultan, whe ruloc the territories that l:y across
Llek, yunicked. Thc pPeshawaris,lahoris, sSheambris (Dogres of Jaw-u),
Keashmiris, Sikhs, ughals, Pothans and Rohilla worriors who
gerved in Sanscr Chandé's army flod in panic. The prrethas in
the south end the white (Geore-Phiringes) were Cecply clarmed.
Panic ¢ripped the pecple whnen they hoord the arrival of King
Girvena Yudcha 3ikram's arny comnance: 0y Arcr bimha Thapa, who
had won victery wherever he sct his focta Tusy believee that
the victory of the Gorkhali army was inevitable sud that the writ
of the Gorkha king would ruy lerge through the whole ofeanorth
Inéiz, anc as fer as Delhi.

This was the time when amar Sirnha Thepae was at the pinnecle

ﬂf his glcry. He ceontr-llel téa ortire hill r:gion from the
kali river to the Sutlej-Bc s river. Wwith the exception c¢f Sans r

Chana, all the hill rulers hac aceepted his suzerainty. The feuc
of the Gorkhell ermy ccumancec by him hrc spread far and wice.
3veryone belicved that imcr Sinhe Thepa wes Cestined to win
victory in every battle he frught. .rm7r Siuns Thapa now began
to 1ive and behave like a mirt. He usce te grant rewards to
any poet who met hin on hearing of his meritsa Averywhere it
wzs saic of him that he hcd becoue powerful 1ile an Bmperor
thenks to the power of Kking Girvere Yudlcns 3ikr-a, ané wes attencine
to the welfare of all.

The Gorkhali army continusc 4ts sicge of ths khengra fort for
three yeers. put Sanser Chenc, hils family, :n. nis troops, who
were 1inside the fort, did nct suffer much for they hed adequate
provisicns, But the Gorkhalis did nct succeed 1i occupying
thea fort. 1In shecr frustration, they startcc 1-->ting neerby
villeges, and rezing thom mercilessly. They me : it & habit to
plunéer innocent pcople. The hill ruisrs, who wcre allies of
the Gorkhelis, also storted rairing the villages of the Kangre
state. This led to grcat chaos. For thrce years, =anirchy swept
the states _
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To escape the deily pluncer anc atrocities 2wy the Gorkhalils
gnd the armies of the hill rulers, several psople of Kangrea
state abanconed their hearth and home ancé migratedc to Chamba
anc¢ many others took shelter in the plains of tne Julluncer-Doab
region. A9 a result, the fertile vallay of kangra became barren.
Villeges and towns became desolates with only gress now growing
therea In the empty lanes of Nedain town, ticers started roaming
about with thoir cubs,

Bven such & pewerful comn: nder as amer oi ihe Thapa was unaovis

to take over the fort of kangre. This lec people to believe
that he had ccnecluded a scecret trecty with Sansar Chanda Accordin,
to Mauleram, when all the rulers of the western hill stotes
defected to Amar.Simha Thapa, Sansar Chanc sent & seccret letter
to hin along with & large sum of nmoney as oripe. The message
was as follows: "If you occupy this fort of kangra, the court
.of Kepal will appoint governors ((mils) to acminister this regiorsa
You will be ordered to adveance still further and conguer new
territories. You will thus be engsged in constant fighting,
so that you will not be able to rest even for one night. You
will have to spenc your whole life oppressing cthers and indulginc
in sinful actssa I, therefore, propese thet you stay on and

rule kengre ant continue issuing orders to cll the hill rulersa
Heve some rest now, &nc enjoy luxury. At the ssme time, our

two crmies shoulic feign fighting sporzdically for the sake of
auping others. People will then think that we zre still fighting

ach otherae Thegh bounc by e secret allisrce, we shoulc fire
cannon &t random. We will thus ve able to fulfil the dual teask
of outwardly showing mutusl enmity, but s-esretly mainteining a
cordial relationship.”

A
Amer Simha Thepa, who hed cggun to taste o luxurious life
aftzr having won unlimited asuthority, acceptec this secret plan,
.8 a result, he spent several years comfortebly while laying sisge
to the fort of kangra. (The zuthor hs citec the Garh-Rejsvamsh: .-
Kevya by Maularam Tourr s gvidence ¢f this collusionabetween
SanSar Chand anc smrr Simha Thapa),

It seems th:t ilguloron vas corrzet.  Amer Simha Thapa
closed all gates leading to hersra fort, out left open the route
toward the river. Supplies ccntinued to move to the fort througn
that routes

Meanwhile, Prime Minister shimser. Thape 3ent a new aruy
under the command of his brothers i:ay:zrn Sirha Thapa, for the
conquest of Kkangra. This arny i1eachec rangra through kuraun,
Garhwal, keonthal, Hirdur, and xaniur. Neynn teimha Thapa's
arrival struck terror in the mincs ¢f vh2 vzop.e. - The inhaoltante
of village situated along the route througn wrich he peased fled .
to the Jungles. The Gorkhali army lea by nayar Siuha Thapa
reinforced the siege of kangra. aucr Siube Thara had been obrived
by Sansar Chand to keep open the route leading 'o the fort through
the river. Through that route, sugpplies accoraingly continued
to reach the forta Nayan 3imha, however, closea that route.

Food¢ sufficient for twelve yzare had already ween stocked at the
fort, but large quentities had oveer, misused. Counseguently, the
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ciosure of the route by Nayan Simha Thapa crcated panic ausong
the inhavitants of the fort.. No.one was brave enough to leave
the fort ard break the siege. For four months, the inhébitants
of the fort were forceoc to subsist on vegetables. Finally,
Sansar Chand decided to escape from the fort in the night.

Anar Simha Thapa was feeling very Jjealous at the arrival
of Nayan Simha Thapa along with reinforcements, for the latter's
success in occupying the fort of kamgra would have brought him
Giscredit. Awmar Simha Thapa, therefore, sent & letter secratly
to Sansar Chard, advising him not to feel afrajid of Nayan Simha
Thapa.ts attacks. He assured Sansar Charc tnat he would not assist
Nayan Simha Thapa. Sansar Charc¢ felt ercou.aged when he read
the letter. He again sent some money to Amar Simha Thape.
sncouraged by the in-fighting among the Gorkhali commancers,
Sansar Chand vowed again to cefend his fort to the last drop
of his blwod.

o

Nayan Simhas Thapa arcently desired thet the credit for the
conquest of Kangra should go to hiw. He was not oothered by
the lack of cooperation from Amar Simha Thepa. He oraered his
army to acvance to occupy the fort. Amar Simha Thapa, however,
advised him to keep awzy from the fort in order to avoild being
hit by shells. 1lhere was a orief quarrel oetween the two commanuers
tn this issue. Finally, Neyan Simha Thapa reached close to the
fort along with his troops, whereas Amar Simha Thape z2nd his
officers ald not do so. Neyesrn Simha Thapa and his troops attacked
the troops of kangra ard reached close to gates of the fort. LEut
suudenly a shell fired froix the fort hit Nayen Sirmha Tha»a, and
12 fell down. This 1:d tc panic smong the Gorkheli troops. On
getiing news of this, people insice the fort started vecting aruins
in jubilation. Neyar Simha Thaps suudenly got up, but blood
started flowing from his wounas. The =2fforts of the army physicim s
to save his life ;roved unsuccessful, and he dicd on the third day.

Amor Simha Thapa was voth aistressec end satisfied at the
feilure and desth of Nayar Simha Thapa. He was distressed becausc
of the deeth of a relative. How:ver, he was feeling afrnid lest
the truth sroula re-ceh Mernel -3¢ We sholld e oranded as a troit:

After layar Simha ‘haps.'s deatn, AnmJsr Zi ha Thape internsified
his efforts to occupy the fort of hangra. nowecver, the court of
Nepal did not trust him as beforec. It. thercfore, sert a new foro.
led by Chautariya Rucdravir end palavhar jan pernce ior the conquesy
of Kangrza. Ruarevir procecded to Kengra fron Srinsger in 1883
Vikrama (A.D. 1806). Torrified by the fisrce ~ttacks of the new
Gorkhali army, SsaunsSar Chand requested penorirs Ranjit Sivgh for
.agsistance and offerzsd a gift of Hs. 5,000. S=nser Chand nad
earned the enmity of RHanjit Singh oy Twice nttaeling his tebritories
in the plains,. However, Rarnjit Siigh wrs nou afraid lest the
Gorkheli campaign of territorial expansion =hould have. a ¢etrimental
impect on his own aumvitions. Twice he procseced to kangra with
" his troops, but returned before reaching theot fort. 1t 1s said
that Amer Simha Thapa persuesded him to do so by peying the amount
of Rs. 5,00" which Senser Chara had stipulated.
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Terrified by the fierce attacks of Chautaria Rucravir and
Dalabhanjan rance, Sansar Chand becane ready to hand over the  fort
of Kangra to the Gorkhalis. It was agreed that he should pay
to the court of Nepal & tribute of Rs. 500,000 if he was allowed
to depart safely from the fort along with his fanily, his troops,
and his property. Sansar Chanc¢ also agreed to pay an annual
tribute for the territorics he would retain uncer his control,
and toooffer ‘he hand of his daughter in marriage to the ring.
of Nepal. According to Raper, Sansar Chand hﬁd agrﬁed to pay
the sumoof Rs. 300C,0000cnlys

 Chautariya Rudravir arnc Delabhanjan rance did not copsult
Amer Simha Thapa while gilving consideration to these proposals.
According to Raper, Sansar Chend considered it below his dignity
‘to negotiate with a low-caste khas likeoAmar Simhe THapa and so
concluded the treaty with Rudravir Shah, who belonged to a high
ogste, Rudravir and Dalgbhenjer Pance seut the treatg %@ the
court at Kathmandu through 8 special cgurierouncgr®military escort,
~and removed ‘the Gorkhali troops from thd route. leading from the
fort to the 'river in order to entivle Sansar Chand to evacumte
the fort. Sansar Chand, however, was not prepered to surrender
the fort to the encuy. oHe used to send unnecesSsary supplies
from the fort during daytime, and procure food in the night.
One night, he left the fort in disguise along with his family.
and reached Tera-Sujanpur, after charging his commander, Neurang,
with the responsibility of defending thc fort.

Amar Simha Thapa lmmediately reportea to Lathmandu that ‘
Rudravir and Dalabhanjan Pance hzd béen paid a big sum, of morney
as bribe, for which they had withdrawn the siege of kangra fort,
and thusomede his afforts go in vain., Amar Simha Thapa alsSo requestad
that they be summoned back to Kathmendu, pledeing that he would
then immediately occupy the fort. - Both Raper.and Maularam have
given the same version of the event.

Rudravir and Dalzohenjan PanceoWére accordingly summoned
back to kathmandu. cParashuram ana Bheirev gali were then sent
to kangre in 1865 Vikrzma (A.D. 1808), ‘ang birabhadre Kunwar in
1866 Vikrara (A.D. 1P09)o i :

Birabhadra Kunwar reached Srinager in Falgun 1866. He carried
an official letter from Prime Minister shimser Thapa to Meularam.
The letter informed Mauleram that his. Jagirs, villeges, gerdens
and howses hed been restored to him. After celeorating the
fustival in Srinagar, Birabhadra left for kangra with his army.

o o 0 e !

After the recall of Dalabhanjan Pandé agd Ruaragir Chautariya,
Amor Simha Thapa again planned to occupy the fort of kengra 8o
&8 to win the credit. Ranjit Singh also wanted to occupy
Kangra. He was closely watching the activities of Amar Simha
Thepa. The rulers of the Sikh erd Huslim principalities located
on the easterrobanks of the Sutlej feared Ranjit Singh, hence they
concluded treaties with the East India Company, for protection,
In 1809, Ranjit Singh ard the East India Company sligned the Treaty
of Amrit$sar, which prevented him from intervening in the affairs
to the Sikh and Muslim protectorates of the Company situated on
the egstern banks of the Sutl:je The treaty also prevented Ranjit
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Singh from stetioning more trcops than were nceded for administration
even in areas on th: eastern barnks of the Sutle] which were under
his control.

On hearing thet Amer Simha Thape planned to reoccupy the
fort ofszkangra with the helpy of the rulers of hahlur ard kullu,
who were encmies of Sarsar Charnd, Ranjit Singh informed the Sritish
military commander in Iudhiana, Lt. Cola Ochterlony, that he
wished to take his troops through territories on the eastern barks
of the Sutiza]j which were under a1is control in order to check
the advance of the Gorkhalis. Ochterlony was opposed to Ranjit's
proposal, for he feared thot the gast India Company might not
be able to occupy for itself the territories which it was coveting
if Ranjit Singh defe=2tcd the Gorkhalis and aqccupied the territories
uncer Gorkhali control west of the kali river. However, the
Governor-General was not recady te disturb the Bast India Company's
relations with Ranjit Singh. He informed Ochterlony that Ranjit
Singh was quite free to do o and that no obstacle should be placed
in his way. E

Apprehencing an attack from Ranjit Singh,Amar Simh: Thapa
deferred his plans to launch a fresh attack on the fort of kangra.
A3 =z result, poth Gorkhalis and Ranjit Singh remained in
control of some territories in hadaura Sansar Chand entered
into fricnaship with the gast India Company with the aim of -
recovering these areas and askeda it for assistance in fighting
the Gorkhalis and Ranjit Singh. The Governor-General, however,
turncd down his request. The Nepal government despatched its
envoy, Chendra Shekhar Uprcdhyaya, to the Governor-General and
invited hin to join it8 campsgin of territorisl conquest in the
region east of the SutlieJa The Govzrnor-Generzl turnsd down
this proposecl toosa P

The prestige of theaGorkhali army considerably diminished

as it failed to occupy the fort of Kangra cven after subjecting

it to a protracted sizge, and also lo-t one of its commanders,
Neyar Simha Thapa. fThose rulers who had sided with Amar Simha
Thapa in the beginning obeceme awere of the weakness of the
Gorkheli arvy, as weil &s of tr: infignting arong its commandurs.
They, therefore, started ignoring him. Amer Simha Thapa was
very glad to receive a freeh reinforcement of troops commanded
by Birabhadra, his grand-son from thc daughter's side. ©

Saheb Singh, ruler of kahlur on the eastern banks of the
Sutlej river remained firm on his friendship with Amsr Simhe Thapa.
But other rulers who hed struck fri:ndship with Ammr Simha Thapa
now began to harass him. TheSe rulers included those of Sirmur
end Handur. The rulers of the Bsrhe Thekurai stetes, who had
previously joined Amar Simha Thapa, now prepared to fight him
Jointly. Amer Simha Thape sent Rerjor Thapa ard kunwar Birabhadra
to occupy the fort of Morni from Sirmur, for this was the center
from which the Barha Thakurai rulers were organizing their
military preparctions.

("o be continued)
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A History of Gorkha

By .
Dinesh Rej Pant.

(Dinesh Raj Pant, Gorkhako Itihasa (A History of Gorkha),
Kathmandu: The author, 2041 (1985), Vol. 1, pp. 15-25)

‘I
Gorkhe Under the Stateg of Sinja

The p:ocess of"disintegration of the state of Nepal
gradually intensified after the Ilicchavi period. The process
gained additional momsntum in subsequernt yrears, and by the twelevth
century of the Vikrama era, three states umerged in Nepal. The
first was the central state of hepeal, whith was preserving what
remained of its territories with great difficulty. The second
was the state of Simraungadh which had"been established in the
south-eastern part of Nepal" by Nanyadeva'y while the third was
the state of-Sinja founded by Nagaraja in the we.tern part of
Nepal®

(Dhanavajra Va jracharya and Tek bahadur Shresthe,

sagna-Pandhatiko aitinasika Vivee (An historical account
of the Panchayat systen of government), center for hepal and
Asian Studies, Tribhuwan University, 2035 Vikrama (A.D. 1978),
P-. 114) ; i

. Among these three states, the State of Simraungadh, which
had been founded in the south-eastern Tarai region, does not
seem to have had eny connection with Gorkha, the main subject
of the present study. The Central State, on the other hand, hed
an indirect connection with Gorkha, since its territo'ties were
gradually contracting. The third state, the khesa gtete of Sinja,
seems to have had a direct connection with Gorkha" Wwe shall now
say something on this subject.

The state founded by Nagaraja around the twelevth century
of the Vikrema era gradually expanded. His territoried' incluced
Guge in western Tibet! Krachalla, the great-great-grandson of
Negareja, as o great congueror. He conquered Kumoun apce Garhwal
and annexed them to his state. His son, Ashokechalle, was also
ar effective ruler. Jitarimella, Ashokachk2lla's son, took greater
interast in expanding towerd the east. His ancestors had leid
greater emphasis on c¢xpansion toward the west end the north-west.

(Dhanavajra Vajracharya, "Karnali Pradeshako Itihasako Eka Jhalak"
(A glance at the history of the karnali rcgion), Purnimae, ycar 2,
no. 2, Shrawan 1, 2022 (July 16, 1965), pp. 19-21).

King Jitarimalla, who tims laid emphasis on uxpanaion
toward the east, 1s directly conrected with Gorkha. ;

We have already mede it clear thet until the Vikrama year
1221 Gorkha was ruled cdirectly from the center®
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(Dinesh Raj Pant, "Gorkhe After the Licchevi rer’od', transe
in Regmi’Research Series, Yeer 19, no. 4, April 1987, p.49).

In the absence of e¢videlice, we are not- yet "in 2 position
to say how long this situation contimued.

Accorcéing to the Gorkha-Rsjevamshavali, Jitarimalla .
invaded the valley of Nepel every year during 1344, 1345, and 1346
Vikrams and committed cepredations. But this victory of Jitari-
ma.la was short-livea. Hie onl, raiscd some texes and went back.

(Dhanavajre Vajracharya, "Karnali Prgdushaﬁo Itihasako Eka
Jhalaka" _Ppp. 21-23).

In those days, the Tirhutes of the south and the khasas of
the west were in a way competing with each other in invading the
valley of Nepal a&nd deriving some economic benefit. They did
not rem&in long in the valley as rulers. The tirhute invasion
of 1367 Vikrams is, however, an exception. At that time,
the Tirmtes sgntrenched themselves in the valley of Nepal for
about a year. sut they did so only on the request of one of the
two factions. ruling the valley at that time.

(Dhanavajra Vajracherya, "Doyaharu ho Hun ?" (wWho are the Doyas ?),
Purnima,.yesr 1, no. 4, Magh 1., 2021 (January 14, 1965), pp. 26-28,
trers. in Regmi Reseerch Series, year 2, no. 3, March 1, 1970,

pp. 67-69).

‘Bven though Jiterimzlla did not occupy the vallgy of Nepal
and the adjoining erems at that time, he seems to have occupicd.
territories in the Gorkha region. ‘Phis will become clezr if we
meke a close study of the Gorkha-Rajavamshavali.

-

The descriptions of the first two invasions of Jitarimalla
start from within the valley of Nepal so they shed no light on
this question. But the description of the third invasion conteined
in the rkha~-Rajavamshavali mekes this clear.. It begins with
Jitarimalla's invasion of Nawakwetha (Nuwakot.).

(Dhanavajra Vajracharysa, "karnali Pradeshako Itihasako Eka Jhalaka",
Pe. 22)e

This sheds important light on the issue. Jitarimalla hed.
already occupied the Gorkha region during his first invesion of
1344 Vikrama. The description contained in the Gorkha-Rajavamshavali
shows that no furhter reference to the issue was necessary.
Jitarimella thus appears to be the first King of Sinja to establish
his Sway in the Gorkha region.

(Dhanavajra Vajracharya and Tak Behadur Shrestha,, mg¥gggy ko
Altihasika.. Ruprrekha (Historicel outline of kuwakot), Institute
of Nepel and Asiar Stucies, Y'ribhuwan University, 2032 Vikrama
(A.D. 1975), p. 31).
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Further evidence, when available,, will make this more clear.
In the year 1384 Vikrama, when idityamalla, Jitarimalla's son,
invaded the Valley of Nepal, he first invaded Nuwakot. This
constitutes aauitional evidence to support our view.

(Dhanavajra Vaaracharya, "karnali Pradeshako Itihasako Eka
Jhalaka, " p. 25).

Rudramalla, who wes porn in 1352 Vikrema, died in 13€3
‘Vikrama at the age or 31. He .as an impressiv: personality in
his time" '

(Devi Prasad Bhandari, "Rucramalla ra Unako Janmetithi" (Rudramalle
nd the date of his"nirth), Purnina, year 1, no. 1, Bai%akh 1, 2021
(April 13, 1964), pp. -13).

According to the Gorkha - Rajavamshsvali, he ruled over
the whole of Nepel up to Nuwakot.. This means that: the central
govarnment had already lost control over—territories to the west
of Nuwakot) and that it hed accepted the situation. This
rejnforces the view that Jitarimella had brought the Gorkha
region under his control.

There is a gumpa called Taghwai in Athsrasayekhola, situated
on the foothills of the Larke Himal in Gorkha district. A
copper plate inscription avout this gumbe, issued by Adityemalla
in the Vikrames year 1378, has been found®" 1In that inscription,
Adityemalla has orderec the bhardars despatched by him to the
east to allow the Lames of the Teghwai and subordinate gumbas
to perform their religious ceremonies in the traditionaf‘manner.
The order also mentions that any one who does not allow them to
Go so will be punsihed.

The rulers of Sinja felt proud_of agsuming such titles

as Perama Saugata (A great cevotee of Bucdha), Pravarggahgxangx yi
& fo lower of the excellent Mahayﬁna sect), Hevajracheranaravindamak-

é{gg%gg%gggga_g (a bee sucking the juice of the ‘
Hevaljra), and garudadhwajavatura (an incarnation of VibhnuJ
(Dhanavajra Vajracharye, "kernali Praueshako Itihcsako Bka Jhalaka",
pPp. 19-21, 26-27).

Auityamalla too liked to show himself off"as a religious-
minded King. On the e¢ve of his eastern campzign, he apparently
wanted to ensure that thelemld were not disturbed in any way.

Thus this copper-plate inscription. constitutes authoritative evidence
to prove that Gorkha was at that time a part of the state of Sinje.

Lfter Pratapamalle, -grandson of Adityamalls, Punyamalla, who
belonged to"the Gele dynasty, was placed on the throne of Sinja.
Punyamatla too is closely connected with Gorkha. (Ibid)"



73

L copper-pliate inscription issued by Punyamilla has also
bgen found in the gumba of Taghwai. It is dated 1394 Vikrama.
Like the inscription issued by uidityamalla, it cirects the bhardars
despatched to the east not tc disturb the Lemas in any way.
Punyamalla liked to style himself as Paramesaugata and
Garudadhwajavatara? In this inscription too, he descrives himself
as a religiouse.minded king. This is consistent with the religious
policy followed by the kings of Sinja. : iAccording to the %opala-
Rajavamshavali, the khasas had invadea the Valley of Nepa hree
years e@rlier. This inscripti u shows that Punyamalls was
planning to invade the Valley again.

These two inscriptions of 1378 anc 1394 Vikrame which have
peen found in Gorkha thus prove conclusively that Gorkha was"
at that time a part of the state of Sinja. In 1383 Vikrama,
when he died, Rudramalla, ruler of the central state, was described
as having ruled over the whole of Nepal up to Nuwakot'" This shows
that the Trishuli river formed the boundary between the Malla
States of the..center and Sinja. In Aswin 1801 Vikrama, before
Prithvi Narayan Shah's conquest of Nuwakot, the Trishulil river
formed the easterrn bcundary of the state of Gorkhe.

‘ Eunyamalla was succeeded on the throne of Sinja by his son,
Prithvimalla? The glory of Singa increased"constantly during
the rule of Prithvimglla and Abhayamalla. Accordingly, even
though direct evidence is not available, it would secm that Gorkha
remained a part of the state of Sinja during the rule of Prithvi-
malla and Abhayamalla also"

II
gorkhg Under Xakshamalla

atilayacherye - Swerodaya - Tiks, composed"in the
. Jagajjyotirmelle of Bhaktapur, a descendgnt"of

Yakshamalla, mentions" that Yakshamella had brought Gorkha under
his controlr

(Ancient Nepal; No. 6, p. 34).

This work was completed nearly 150 ycars after Yakshamalle,
S0 it does not appear credible at first sight. Yakshamalle,
however, hed tumed Bhaktapur his cepital, into an impregmable
fort in the year 1510 Vikrama.

(Dhanavaara Vajracharya, "Mallakalame Deshsrckshako Vyavestha
re Tydsprati Prajako kartavya" (Defense arrangements during
the Malla Period and the obligations of the subjectsr"gggg%mgl
year 1, no't 2, Shrawen 2021 (July 1964), pp. 20-23, trans' in
Regmi Egsearch Serics, year 2, no. 5 May 1, 1970, pp. 110-113).
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In that year, Yekshamalla seens to have ‘'worled against
Champaran, adjoining the Tarai region of Nepal, as well as
against the state of Lohzbar, which adjoined the Tara: region
of Nepal in the casta

(1. Gnyanamani Neﬁal, Nepala Nirukta, kathmandu: Royal Nepal
Lcademy, 2040 Vikrema (s.D. 1983), pp. 180-81a

2. Dhanavajra Vajracharya and ek gsahadur -Surestha, Dolakhako
Aitihasike Ruparekha (Hisuworie: 1 outline of Dolakha), Institute
of Nepal and Asian i;tucies, iribhuwan University, 2031 Vikrama
({ieDe 1974), pp. 21&22). “

"All tris makes it clear tet Yakshemalla was a great conqueror.

Moreover, & reference is available to show that Yakshamalla
had conquered Nuwakot. ' B :

(Dhanavajra Vajracharye and¢ Tek Bahodur Shrestha, Nuwakotko
Aitihasika Ruparekha (Historical cutline of huwakot), Institute
of Nepal and isian Studies, lribhuwan University, 2032 Vikrama
(A.De 1975), pp. 44-45).

This appears to substantiate the claim mace by Jagajjybtirmalla
thet Yekshamalla h=d conquered Gorkha, which is adjacent to

Nuwakot. "It may be¢ noted that the %ggggggg%l found by kirkpatrick
also mentions thet Yekshamalla hed brought Gerkha uncer his control.

(Kirkpatrick, An 4Account of the kingdom of Nepsl mﬁ} §é6)3

It thus seens that durigg the time of Yakshamalla, Gorkha
once more cam2 under central controls anu thet Yakshamalla took
back Gorkha, which Jitarimalla head detached from the center.

111
Gorkha Under Mukunda Sen

The S:n Kingdom of Palpa had been founded some time during
the sixteenth century of the Vikrama era. Rudra Sen was ruling
there around the year 1571 Vikrama. This 1is proved by a grant
made by him in that year, which is now availablea Mukunda Sen,
sona of Rudra Sen proved to ve a great hero.

The Valley of Nepal did not remain in its usual condition
after Yakshamalla. Yakshamallads hingdom was divided into
several fragments. The three kingdoms of Bhektapur, Kathmandu,

and Patan emerged thereafter. .sround 1581-82, Jitmalla and Pranamalla

were ruling jointly in Bhaktapur and Suryamalla in Kathmandu,
while Patan was bpeing ruled by the Mahapatras. Taking advantage
of this situation, Mukunda Sen invaded the Valley of Nepsal twice
in 1581 and 1582 Vikrama. Contemporary writings described
Mukunda Sen as a Magar. There is also a reference to show that
Mukunda Sen invaded the Valley of Nepal again in 1603 Vikrama.
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The Pashupetinath 1emple 'reasury is in pos3ession of a
treaty signed by king Nerendramalla (Amaramalla) of kathmandu,
some discontented members of the royal family of Bhaktapur, the
Mahaﬁatraa of Patan, the Ravutta of Pherping, and the Bharos of
Dolakha ageinst king Pramamaslla of Bhektapur. The treaty placed
the contracting parties under the obligation of offering joint
resistance in the event Magars came through Nuwakot or any other
route. The references to Mukunda Sen's invasion of 1603
Vikrama, the description of the Sens as Magars in contemporary
writings, ana apprehensions of a magar invasicn in 1605 Vikrauwa,
show that the treaty was aimed at the Sens. 8ince a Sen invasion
was apprehended through Nuwakot, this shows that the Sens had
brought the Gorkha region under their control.

hccording to the Gorkha - Vamshavali :-

"Ganesh Pande, who h&d come along with Mukunaa ben, to
Gorkha, was staying at Belbas in the Chhoprek arca of Gorkha."

The Gorkhass RajavamsﬁavaTli similarly states:-

"Narayan Pancdit stayed at the house of a Pokhryal Brahman
in Chhoprak. A Pande Brahman named Genesh, who had accompanied
Mukunda Sen during his campaign of ccnquest, had left him and
stopped there to treat a very great man who had fallen 111,
Ganesh Pande hed thereafter stayed at the house of that same
Pokhryal Brahman for five or sevun years.2

Theze references too prove theat Gorkha was then under the
control of Mukunda Sen.a

Eeferggggs

Mahesh Raj Pant and Dinesh Ra] Pant, "Nepel khaldoma Palpali
Raja Mukunda Senko Hemala" (Inwvasion of Nepal Velley by King
Mukunda Sen of Palpa), Purnima, year 12, no. 1, Jdestha 2037
(May 1980), and year 12, no. 2, p. 19
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(To be Continued)
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