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Rebellion in JUJ.i!ln 

I 

The pt;3ople of JuIJle <.de not c:::ccopt the Gorkhnli rule with 
d.ocili ty but resorted to· foroqucmt · reoellions. On Rartik .dadi 
5, 1851 (October 1794), Kn.thoanc:u sent the following notification 
to the inhabitar::.ts of H.uw.1-E: �::.nC Jumln: 

It is fiv8 y(�crs since we cicc�piec. thr::t region. During thf!t 
period, you have created much trouble.. HowGver, we p�1rcon yc,u 
for whatev.Jr you ra;:1y bnve. u.one Juring these fi .-e years. If 
<1ven now any one engages in rebellion or intrigue ,··lie snr�11 
d1::1graca you to a lower cAste if he ts a B·r·c: hmu1, er else e. slr-v.J r
or behead him accordirJg to his cr..:.ste. Ur::.cerstan"i this well. · 
WtJ shall, however, reward those who ara loynl to us. (24/430). 

Regi:n.1 -Research Collection, Vol. 24, p. 4:}0. 

II 

On BaishakhBac:± 1, 1851 (April 1794), Rai-jit Kanwt:.r 
wes replac8'c:. by Jog 11:r,_:.yc:lP Me.ll�"'.as suoba of Ju .. mlt=.2. 

The followi11g royal o.rc.1Jr Wr'.S th.3IJ se:i::i.t tu Ranj it 11..anwE1 r. 

You have imposaC:. hl';;avy fines on the ir.i.hrfoitants of- Jumlu 
because th0y ha{ rl1b01le.:� in 1793. They he'9'e come hero to 
complain again2t such punishmt:mt. Whc:tever may hr'.VG be:.m ccllect.;,
in the past, the collection cf fines overy· year has leG to a 
depopulation of that territ)ry. In order t,:J ch0ck that trend, 
we hereby remit a.11 nrreLrs of such fines. nharCars who had 
been c:eputed to tha west had b,:.:H::n instructc:e;. to kill alJ. re·bels 
of above the age of 12 yGats, 'but no.t to -..1nsl�ve_.o:t,har. m.0¥1-be:r-s 
of their famili.:;s ar,t L:t theu· cultivc.te thtJ lEnd.. No action 
shall be taken in contrav•.:r-.tion of such instructions. Rc:store 
�ill sleves and horses thr:t you hP,Ve urijustly taken. The territrt,i/
must be made populous nnL. 0nj ,,yeJ.. You shall be punished if 
you uct in contravention of thG regul:::tions." 

Regmi Research Collection, Vc,1. 24, pp. 288-92. 

III 

Royal order to Subba R'."mjit Kanwrc1.r, Subec:cr Dhcnjit Rana,
and other military officials cleput1JC:: t J JtJJla: ''We h::-,c.. issuC:Jd orc:c'::"-� 
to all Amaliaars through Jagj it l?e.nG0 t h ..... ,"c :J11 .l'."(1bels of above 
the a.ge of 12 years sboulc.'. be .killed, bt..,_t thnt 0thor mmnbers of 
their families shoulc· not be enslaved, but ::i.-" £-tllowec to ·occupJ' 
their homesteads. · We have now recGi vec'. r(,;;pc,rt s t hE�t dVen t hon 
you have enslavec:. m0mbars of the farr;.111..:: s cf thr::1 r�bels. We 

0had then ordered you to restore such slavr:;s t0 j'r,:;:;: dom, but n:Jna 
of you have obeyed the order. Yciu Sbf!ll �)8 p .... n:'.sbe::1 if you :.o 
not do so even after r ecl3i ving this order. 11 

Tuasclay, Shrawan Suei 3, 1851. 
Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 24, p. 293. 
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y so lc\ie r, '1n case ar:

IV 

Jog · Narayan Malla , as  ·subba' o f  JumlB , w q s  granted  t he 
following emolwneht s  anc perquisites : --

( 1 )  One arma in eech rupoe· of  re veriu :J actually colle cted . 

( 2 ) One-sixt h o f  incorr1a rai set froru fine s , penal tie a ,  
and escheat sc. 

( 3 ) 30 khets of  r;i,ce-lancs in Du.mj::, ,. 

( 4 )  One elephantc. 

( 5 )  Comman6 c f  t he .K.alidat t a  Company . 

( ·6 )  ( Income from ) Raskot anc � anni areas . 

Wit h t he  revenu:e ..c. collected in Jurr.la , pey t he 1.1molucent s 
o f  t ro o p s  st at ionf.1c. t here at . t he pras eribe d  I'Htes , hal f in cash 
o ne half in kine:c. Transmit t he surplus revenuas , +f any , t o  
t h� Palace . Submit a c counts c t  the a e d  dt  :e ac h  y� a:t'; "  

RGgmi Re searc h Coll e ction , Vol . 24 , p .  288 . 

V 

Regulat ions fo r Jumla pr ::.Hd.�lg e,t ed  in t he  name of Subba Jog
N arayan Malla on •ruQ-sc ay ,  S hra-wan Suc i 3 ,  1 851  ( July 1 794 ) : -

1 • Have rel igious cerempnies . . o:f' · deit18a p erformed in t ha  some .mannar as dur±ng t hMi.mEt 1' :t '· ;prn1ous Su.bbaa .  

2 .  Exp�naes o n  religious ceremonie s_ at t he t emple o f  Sri 
C hand E:u .Nath during t he Daa hain f;J st ival will be approv8 d  
as  c;uriug t he t ime o f  previous Subba� • 

..,:;xpt:tnses incurred ou1·ing the pjaverat i"a will ·be Similarly 
;: " 0iJ ,approved . ..;: -; � . 't -� 

4 .  Reasonable expenses may be tncui-recjF o f\ : , mai:t'.ienrt1.�rs; 
. ana( halkfitt@ > Wtlfil?.• _ 

� J" 
f 

5 .  A,nv� · gifts and presallt.tPt hat mtl.y 1:ie r6 cefvae t& -a , a ha11 
be transmitted  to  us • 

' 

.•. 
6 .  Re uels who a re of  E. bove t he age o f  twelve year$ 's ho.Jl 

lbe killed , t hei r  wi'Ves and ohildrrn ehall .not :be �ri.siu.·Ja J ,  
but shall be  alloweu to  o ccupy t hei r  h1,me steads . 

ha ahBll 'btic or ot oor :per�son ·dornm1·t·: E.\l'ly crirr;a , .  ,., 
01:-

7 .  
· ·k11red or �n.einve�(fi1 1 '�<t;Qt .. , ' l. pun.isnec:c,

to t_he natu�e o f  hi·s crime . Punishment · sha11 "!"be' 'in 
oniy aft.er o btaining u confession .;Ln ,,t he  p�s�no�. 
fanchas • 

·; O f  
• I P: ' . 
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· a .  In  case t he feuc.at ory (ThapaJze) :ruj as o �' .t he.t region 
do . not jOin you in war,,· or cto no t o bey orders,, but engage 
in rebellion , punish t:ham accord ing to the nature of 
t hair offense •.J 

r9 .  t' tile event of an external invasiqn , t he Palace is · far 
• away , and , there will be no t ilme to r0quest for instructions',UYo: may, t here fore , meet 3u ch eme::rgenci es at your dis cretiO: 
• proving t rue to your salt and in the boat interests of  

. t he state ( f�o ) . 
1 0 .  S ince you will remain far away. from the .Palace , ·· and 

pwill o ccuy your p-ost onl y at our plea�ure , in oase 
pany evil persop �akes- any c.omlaint against 10u, we 

·shall take' a just de cision only after hearing , both side s .  
We shatl n,)t +.isten t o  one side omy. 

1_ 1 .  B.xpenSEiS i:ccurred ,  on t ha kachahf:lr� , cushions , il'lk. , et c .  
jill be . approved . .� � - - � 

t1 2 l� . E*penses incurreci on t he repair of forts , as well as 
on Sanghus , .J:holapga ( bridges ) , and boat s will be approved . 

1 3 . Rewards may be granted to any person w ho shows commendable 
performance in war and other o ccasions. 

Regmi Research Co.lle ct ion , Vol .  · 24 ,  pp . 209-91 . 
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Sanat1r Cht-.nd Wf';;,.- tho' �at powerful ruler of t he  State of 
e.. i.��la?_A��·M��f:l h• :�•. ���,te_t:.twr, Gbam1:1,uil Charo , · W establish d 

a vi!rt . ly indapenc.u-nt state in too region situ r?ted between t he 
Sutle'j and Ravi ·rivers,. Ha had also extended hia rule over t he 
nor'th�:rn pa:rt of,. the .state of  i..utled ,  t he  s ta:ta o f  Cheuki , t he 

e:tert:t.J e' ',vallay of  Palam, and the -�grt gf Pa.dh1:ra.r .. .However, h
was not able to take back the fort of  �ang,ra , which had belonged 

< ?t? .- . �., , :1c,Y-cet1t<rs, :fron,. t he  Mustmls . His army consi,ted of 4 , 000 
Rtitiilla,  Afgba.n , and Raj put troops , which �e struck,· terror 
8.Dl0l'J8 the rulers of t he adj oining hill atatea . Gharnand thana had 

.t�Qf.,. . .  �u
?

..fll<l Sujanp\U" on t m. llil:t't °Jame :of t.tie Beas 
t. .�, • .  C?.';�-i�•;Ld"' q:f Alenpur,.._ He had also oonstruct\.ld a ,

, tn , ,.1�.,�. .  i �e J �l-Pt. �QJ.9.N S of sansar Ctuwd en:& J.eya ailn.ba 
qt ,��t ,C:,8l?-'1��� J�sl pf\.. tJ;1,e 

<

$1.k� Jln>ve �µt the- MughfAl anny from 
· 

1;:1'q� ;to� loJ ,�angl'tt,,� , c1'tl;va S.�inl-\ _,o QQ.upi�c:. th& tort. .:throush diplomacy,. 
Ho.��l,;tte i�n s.ar1�ft.r C�P. �}fflgan tp. raic the plains areas belongin,g
to ·Jaya 

c

Simhe ,  the later was ocmpelled t o  iutnd . :Qver�.:..tha fort to 
him. After o ccupying t hat fort , Sansar Chane. forced t he rulara 

http:�QJ.9.NS
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during his oompaigna o f  co,oque st . , . .  , , . .�. · · ·· ·: �--•� :,,. -.. 

.nera priso· , and took hir tiven to  hangrre . • · · ca· . ru· le . ,� J�a+ .,P,·ij. • •· ·a·• · · · . • c. ·o· n··· filled. . . · .p. .. ·. . . .. . . ·. . . .. . . . .
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of eleven neighboring st ates , who war� qc, n si(� .:.; r · :ct i;o l;;le,vessals 
o f  Kal!-gra during the rule of t he ·  Mug�1s , t o  .acoe»Jr ,hiit �µt bo_ri t y . 
He oraered th•am to  report :to  his pa,la c.e op . SJ:FJ ci:f'J,.ed.: .Q-4?P,�;9ions
a/fer him present.s ,  apd accompany tu.m along ), i.t t ,$qe�f £roo

.
.(. .p$. 

Sansc; r  Chand. . hat construd-ted e. ' Jar�e �&l ace · �-t' T 'ir fi..:SuJahpur. . 
His t hrone was placed at the cent el"' qf . t he· II1,b.in hall'; which. . cionteinuc. 
eleven doors . T he  l'Ulers of  the twenty two < p'rincipar�t'ies who .haC. a.ccer-• t e u  his Slll..�:-1:.i1�ty us,:;u to  unt0r int J hall throut,., h  .spe ci. I'i.:- c
doors . S ansar C hand ha d a;Lso 

!
occu�i'ed fe;rtila val:le')"S trom t he 

hill rulers. . T tiese valleys ·h.:a ellrlfer berem under the control 
of t ha  Mughals . · · T he ruler of GhEl'lllba wes ltill<ft1 itr' t pe. battle, .. o f
Rihe.lu Valley whi c h  formed part of his" stat e . Sah..af.l.r. Cbar.1� .-
also plundered MarJc.inagar ,  made its minor ruler ,. �

, , ,
Ishwari S�n 

to  the fort of  J:.Jadatu1 , overS eu1.sar C hand.
SkE)t. , 

tbe . . .
L lt�fle� 

lia t-alb,apC:ed
' .  J;tnd ·t he.

.:l. Yalley ·.· . ._
u. . ..of Mandi st�te to the ruler o f  

ruler o:f Ku:t.lu , �ut _
olleoted e · 

_lie
i. . .  

ann,exine".
tribute of ·Rs . . '1 oq

.{'i;�;J..;J.cf -to the 
" pf lf.1i�tp,;�f ,, , i

f�lp�4,eJ, 9t, lfiW�
· ·t .he te.ft11e ve.:t�J'

,. 009. · -����. - w�J;:; .c
S a e .  t t. ·. , . . .. .  � · .. , , ,

... ,'� � ... �Ii- .... �.: �Y-1 . '  
. .  . ,-c! · ""' :· . .

After. · be comin� · e sov�reikn ·itns, Jt' · tbe h.f11'"tlJi·611 . �aiier C hand 
at tempted  to  extend t h� frontie;ra c t  hls state to '''tit� $0�:tnern
pl ains . In 1 803-4 , he twi .(. e  tried tQ  · o ccupy Hdsn;iq.-rPµ,r �Jl.a . jtjwada 
but each time he wns d ef�atad by Ranj it Singh . Ranj it S4,n,;b-
himself was m :c king efforts to expand t he  :territ o rie a . ' of  bis , .
state·  to t he foot hills of . " hill · :reg.lo1'1 , Sansar Chanel CC:>Ulci,,' - t b.erefore . , 
expe ct. to fulfil bis ar:foi t ions by • seiz:IJ:;lg t13rr!to:iries ~O:,tll;v;.,, from 
t he hill states , His g-al'.lC:'-f�t her ,, G heniar.u:l Chand , . mi,d ..J'J.l,r•ada, .,.
annexad C heu.kt , in t }1e  no rt herp p�rt of  k.utl,.,Etd ..1 iSj;ti_� l:"

13d the - rest of  t.bot st,$te al�o 
,,.. t ., ., .S�ll;l;§E,1,.Ch&nd o ccup i

>'.'-

• 

'the 1!11.

..
' .. - : , -. 

ricft � ���i cit �-,1�9 ..� �;I�
s,tate qraated m�ch ex Q,; t��n"

Fol' yeari;, , A.at:i��r C'ft"�1.cl f}at

·, ,sansar Chand ' s  act o,i 1Jmk1
pc aptiv� and o c cuying Kutled 

the rulers of the hill states .. 
,.

1 �n:1png
��-b�1

muniliat ing and harassing t hem in various ways . .
by t he  pre_se_nce of t he  victorious Gorl{bfili� ,  ei,,_,v�_n, . . .

M:ihachf.Ul.(!. pt �ahlt:.:.: t 

· Now ,  em'Bt>Idene d 
.�lil: rule�e 

·vowed t o  rri..1mili�t<: Sc.r. sa.r Cher �. . T h0y: ssr. t  •
a part o f  whose territory had oeeri annexed. . by -�Art�,�d��G ,. :t() , 
request .Awfr lJimha T b;apa for help .. . r·t wtr� cf 1a,qU[•ai ·,tfkf�; tJ,.,. '. rul-ers 

aof Guler,  . Jesawn ,  Datarpur � · S1. oa , t:�oa , . Sµk�,., ,.�µ. 1 :,e1H�urpur , 
Bisauli , · I<.utl•� · . anc1· knhlu�"- ,e�ul d ·· mcroh: witp :;11'.\li�fi"·• :r·�.,.i\,i�'tiva .troops- along wit h the Gor]it®s _Jheri .,-,�r Slml'ln, .• T:ti'.Ap.a. q�o ss�41, -�
SUtlej with h1s anny and enee:tnpe_d fP· t oo  t.ex•rit'ci�, -� t� K�� �-, 

. , . · .  . . ,_ · . . ,- • _ , , , � ,:,\1' i,-� . , {' 'b'l-:· 1,t \(., .!.

In De cember 1 605 , t he  Gorkheli ar.;iy cr.os�eo. ;t h.e: -�ui;t@.1 ,�t.,
Jib�i (-Suke:t ) and 1'..atlur , t hus ,l{lying . t ne. $,t9.i.ij tpr;J oe;p.�,e:�tSfJl 

· of  Is.angra etatfil . T here, t .he rulers of  t=)lev�p, s;t,�t#! fJ=l} �,r �j.:u ::.:
J .<iiT hepa wit h their rc�spe ct ive tro9pe.  Amer . Siinlut Thapa aij4 the eL, ·. ._; 1

rulers swo_re t .hat t hl: form�r. . woul.¢i .. rfJf; .�,tn .9-9pt_;ro {; J{ :�I fort ... of· JTrigart (Ke.ngrn ) ,  but . woul� not ctrg.,;s,� l ti.�Y./ t:rou e, :  .�J-:�tr·e · ·· · ·who . were considered suJxtt:clip.e:te Jo K;�g:r,e ; , .t · 
wou1c maintain emi oa ble r�lO.tiotut w1tg t'ti · · 
t he court ot  Nepal wo1:1:l.d. Pil"mit "th�m 'J�
territ o ries ; �nci t. b.at _, no - pet of ,r�· ,;r. , ,.
by Nepal , 

--

· · 
r

' ·' · , · -" "'' ' 
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T hG f.J.lli e d  forct;'s infl i ct0c'. :_· crushinE, C .J f& t  t on  f:H •nsc r 
Che.:nd ' s troops '  near 1vrn tir'.l-M0 riu . S r.msar C hr:::nCi.'. t h..::n flac towc:rd 
1�ira-Su'j snpur . Buit therG too he w s. s  c...o f\: c: t ec, r::➔.r., c: r , J. o ngwi t h  
·some o f  hi s  t roops e.tic hi s  frnnil�, he mov .j C.. :t o  t hu strong fort 
o f  Kan.gre. . Amr:r S imha T hnpcl l ib2 ra t a c  h.ing ts h¼Bri S imha o f;
Mnndi who hat buan ii:1pri so n0 c.. by S l:mSE•r Chane.. , 2t t r.a fort  o f  
l� atau.n , anc' restorl)d hi s  state to him.&· He al sc restored · to 
the' rule r o f  Rutled those J;O rt i ons of his at Lto tpF t  had bean 
annox13C. by G hamane; Chru,d  and S m1s '. r C han1.,.. • .  T he rulers o f  t �  
hill st atci : ,  &r.11.l t m ir sub j i;;; ct s  w1Jl coue u t oo  Ga -, ·khali army, w h  r1 
hed libers.ted them frcr:i thd humiliating Slavery o f  Sansnr Chq.nd , 
as  if t hey had come 2 s  'a bL,ssing frc-Ei Got...&. ·r&hl.;;' fmue of  the 
invincible army of Girvana Yuc .. c hc::. Vikrc·.t.1 , St;n o ·f Rar1 bt:thadur 
Shnh,&' spraat fFr nnd wide&. 

Accorctng to Mall.l&a:ram , t he  ru1ers o f  Gulera and C hP.moa also  
j o ined Airu=:r Sim.ha 'r he.p�. eft1;:r t hG latter ,  hc.6 libGrated  t hc-;1 ,  st Gt es  
of Kut l ed , Suk.e t ,  Mam' i, anc: Jas nnj Ent::. from t he slavery of 
S EU1S l1r C hane without mu c h  c, iffi cu.l ty, anC rout ec;  the army&· of:.ous he har . · T heref.lfter&, lun,;.r S in-,ht:. T hnpa visit ec t he t emple o f  
Amoa De vi o n  the J awal e.rnukhi hill .  Fron t here , all the hill 
rule rs marched. with t beir respe ctive forces 0lo ng with t he 
Gorkhali at-ii.Ly . T heir spirit s were high . T hey lr:d. C:: siege to 
t he fort ot 1,t.'"'.ngra ._ Wher1 t he  Gork Loli urmy w tuch  ha� co Lquere d 
states  lb'cfot ec.l from t he east .;;rn to t he westerL liirr.alayas reacheC:: 
t hat&J'ort, _ , t h£3 s:ui.:tnn , w l').c, rul .; c  the ,t�rritor�b S that l r y R cro ss 
Alak t I,m.ni ck:ec! . T hi Pes have,.ris, La horis , .6 hEmbris (Dogrc s o f  Ja1-L·, u )  . 
Ka� hm:tris ,. S ik hs ,  Mughals ,  .i?ct harJ s and Ro hill rt wr::- rriors who 
sarve,cl , in Sens ::::r C hand t .s army fL.; d in pani c.. . T he 1,l:- r2.t has in 
t he  s out h eud t he w hi to (Gore-Phiringes ) were c:. ee;ply r l[,rrr:e d .  
Panfc erippe d  t he p.J .-,ple w hon t hey h.J ard t ho nrrival o f  Kint: 
Girvana Yud.d ha .dikrarn ' s army Ct mnmjd e (  by JiJil[ _r  ;:;i in�ha T hapa , who 
haC.: won victory w b.erever hs) s0t his f0 c t &. ':' t:it-.;y be l iavoc that 
t he  vi ctory o f  the Gorkhri.l i or.my '£0.S inevita ble n.r16 t hf',t t h0 writ ho f  t he : joo rk ha :King woulc .. ru!/ 1 f' rgo through t e w ho le of&· nort h 
In d�& � ant as  f£r as Delhi . 

•• 1 

T ni·s was t ho time when Ju:nar Sil:,ha T h.Epa was at t he· pinna cl e 
•) f hi � glc�:l� H2 c : n  t:-r' ,ll e :: t&i,..&. :::: :�t ir,.., hill � .J gion from t he 
Kalt river t o  t he Sut lej -Bc s river . Wit h the axc<dption of  Sans - r  
Chand, a'i:f t-he hill rulers ha c. e.coepteC: hi s  suzerainty . 'r h8 fc. i ,.J 
o f. the- Gorkhri.1_1 nnny ccrillnanc Gd by him hr C: ·a i.Jr-.::ad far and wi0 a .  
tvertohe )elJ�ved t hnt /unr r S i�frhn T he.p a . wr  s c: a f' t ir.:e d t o  win 
·nc:;tor;r in ' every bs.t tl e h(;:1 f:' ught . . .r:,.0 r S i::, h::: 1r h�pa  now �egun 
to· li:Ve rind behave like a l\.ibt, . · He us .:.: c, t c, c� rant  rewards to 
aey poe t  1r1h6 met. him . on  heAring o f  his merits&. Everyw he re it 
wr: s .  saici 'o f · him ' that he he(; be cOLliij powa rfi1l l ::..t,::; rin Emp�ror 
� hanks, t9 t_pt;l power of King. GirvRr:n Yudc m.'. "3ikr�:...:11 , auc. .w[' S  attent iuc: 
to  t he wal·:fa.re o f  o.11 . 

.. T he Gor!c holi army cont inu0t its Si,:;�.:; o f  t.h.0 h.�?grr: fort ·tor 
0 :.t hree yeers·.," Bu"t S $nse'r Cherm , his family , , ,  r;:�, i::1is t .roc :t,i 8 , who 

wer� inside .:the for_t, ciid  ne t �uffcr m:i.i ch for t I:i.'-' ,Y he.d adequate 
provi.eions , :sut t he Go rkb.alis did n e t  su c ce6 C i..L :J ccupying 
t.he&. fort .  ln she en'• trustro.tion , they stnrt c. c� 1 ,  J t ing ueerby 
vllleg,e s ,  tmd rnzing t hem mercile ssly . 'l' huy me . ...:: it r: ha bit to  
p lund er inno cent pGople . T he hill rulars p w LG , i 1::re ali h�s of  
the Gorkhalis ,  also stDrted rnir ing t he villr,ge s o f  t he Kangre. 
s tate . T his led to gr.::ct chaos . Fo r t hro0 yt; ors , :.1.m .. rchy swept 
t he state&. 
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To es cape the daily plunc e r  ant ntro cit it::S "Jy t he Gork halis 
and the armies of t he  hill rule rs, several people of KPJ1gra 
s tate abarn:oned t heir hGa:rt h and home ant migrritad to C hamba 
and many others took shelt er in t he plsin s  of  t he ·JullunG.er-Doab 
region. 1'\.S a result , tho fertile val.lay of Kangra be.came barren. 
Village s and to wr :s be came desolate&. with only 6raas now growing 
there&. In t he  empty :J.anes o f  Neda.in town , ti,�;ers startee roa.rrd.nt� 
about with t he ir cubs . 

Ever. ;::Juch a pcw.;:rful comu:.:: nder HS Amnr di .  i h& T hapa was una:oit.: 
to take over the fort o f  1.angra. T his lee. pvople to believe 
t hat he had ccncludGd a secret tre c ty wit h SarlSE:r Chand&. AccorC:. ir,.:,
to Mau,,J.Hram , when ell t he rulers of  t he we stern hill states 
d efected to  Amr.r - Sinihn T hapa , 5 e.nsar Che.nc sent a se cret letter-
to hio alone: wi_t h a large sum o f  money as ori be . - ·r he massage 
was as follo ws :  " I f  you o ccupy t hi s  fo rt of .  -kar::.gra , t he·.., court 

.o f Nepal will ap_t..1o int governors (..'..!nil s )  t o  acminist er :t.hi.s ra.gior,&" 
You wil l be orderai to advance still furthe r anu conquer new 
territories . You will t hus bet engaged_ in constf=lnt fighting , 
s o  the.t you will not' be able t o  rest eve ri for one , ni.ght .  · You 
will have to spend your whole life oppr>essing ot �rs and im:lUlginc 
in sinful a cts&. I, t herefo re , propose t het you st ay on Slld 
rule h.ane:,:rEt. anC:; continue issuing orders to :::..11 t he .hill rulers&. 
Have some rest now , r'.nc enj:)y  luxury . At the Sb.me tin1e , our 
two 1.::.ru1ie s  s houl c fe it;n fighting sporadically for t ha sake of  
d.uping ot hers. People will then t hink that we  2re still fi.ght ing 
e�1ch ortha::c&. 1r hogh IY)unc by 1.;: .  se cret e.ll inrice, we should fire 
cannon n t  ran dum. we wi.11 t hus oe ablt:1 to ful fil t he  du�l task 
o f  outwardly s howing mutual emnlty., but s . �&cretly maintaining· a 
cordial relat ionship .: " 

' 
J�ir:· r Sirnha T hnpa , who hE' G b�guu to  t t,ste u luxurious life 

after having won unlimited  aut ho rity , accept ec  t his  s� cret plan . 
J.s a result , he spent sever2l yeers comforta bly whil13.' lc.ying Bi '3gu 
to t ho fort of Kongra. (':2 he aut hor he s citec  t he Garh-Re;i FJvams hL
kf-VYFJ. by Maularam To rner 0 s  e viden ce c f  this co llusion&· between 
So.nsar C hand ano J ,.rnr : r S im ha T hap a ) ,. 

It  seA".1 S t h, t ! ·IGu l :.J r s r�1 , .-as co rr :J ct ·• �nE- :." 3i!.llha T haps. 
closed all gates leading t o  h.e.ri f:ra fort , out le ft open t he  rout e 
toward the river . Supi. 1 lie s  ccntinui_::; d t o  move t o  t be  fort t hroug -1 
t hat route&. 

Meanwhile., Prime Minister rlhirD S0!c T hapE ser:t a new ant.y
under t he command of  his - brother&, Jmye r, s h�ha T hapa , fo1· .t, be 
conque st o f  kangra. T his ar.c:.y 1 ·eachad Lang-, ·a t h:rough . kui!aun , 
Garhwal , Keont h.al , Hir:i dur ,  ari d Ka hlur .;, Na :, �m S&,irnha T hap a ' s · 
a,rri"1'al struok te rror i:n t he min o a o :f i h-3 e.. : .�. '1l ha: iwha·o'1.:ta,1':.\t.z 
of  village situated along t he  route t prough ,;,.,; !•, i c h. -he pg.s ,se.a .fLe-d . h 

.1.to t&e jungles . T he  Gorl!;.hali army lea. oy ,!'J a,y i:u· .B i:.,1ha T he:pa 
reinto rcad t he  siege o f  Kangra . iune.r Sb1hE, 'E hay. a had been oribed 
by Sansar C har1d to keep open t he route 1.,adirie ! o  t he fort through 
t he river. T hrough t hE-i t route, sur: plie.s & ccordi.ngly continued 
to reach the for·t&. Nayan Simha, howeve.r ,  closed  t hat route . - ,
Foo d  sufficient for twelve yae,r:e had already uee:n. ato ak:e d at- the-' 
fort , but lart:,e quantit ies had oeeri misused . · Consequent ly , t he 
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clo sure of  t he route by Nayan Simha 'I' hapa cr� ated paYJi c a :nong 
t he inhab it ants o f  t he  fo rt.. No.· one was b rave e nough to leavl:i 
t he  fort and · break t he  siege . For four mont hs , t he inhabit ant s 
o f  the fort ware forced  to sut>si st on vege t able s .  Finally , 
S ansa:r C hand decided to e s cape from t he· fo rt in t he night . 

Amar S imha T hapa wa::1 feeling very Jealous at t he arrival 
o f  .N ayan S imha T hapa along with re info rcemen t s , for t he, lat t e r ' s  
suc ce ss in o c cupying the fort o f  l1..a11gra would have broug ht him 
dis c,redit.. .Amar Siraha T hap a ,  t he refore , . sent; a le t t er se crt; t ly 
t o  Sansar C hru,d , advi sing him no t t o  feel afraid o f  Nayan S bha 
T hapa.' s attacks . He as sured ·s ansar C har 6 t hat hd would no t ass i s t  
N ayan S imha. T hapa .  s.a.n sar C hau:! fel t ·  er. cou:..·aged when he· read 
t he J.:att e:r . , He a.gain sent some mo ney t o  Amar Simha T hap a .  
Encourage d by t.he in-fight ing ar;iong t he Gork hali commanders , 
S ansar C hand vowed again t o  Defend his fo rt t o  t he  last drop 
of hie bl -,o d .-

,i 

Naya.n S imha T hap a arc ently de sired -c hat t he credit  for t he 
co nquest o f  Ka.ngra s houl d go t o  him . He was no t bo t hered by 
t ru;i  ,lack o f  coo peration fron .Amar S imha ;r hapa . He ora ered  hi s 
army t o  aa. vance to o ccupy t he  fort . Amar S irnho r_r htjl.pa , howeve r , 
advi sed him to keep awc.y from t he fort in o rder t o a voi d being 
hit by s hell s .  T

h 
e re was a brief quarre l oetw een t tE  t wo co mmanc.e r .J  

l.in  t hi s  issue.. Firr nlly , N ayan Sim.ha T
h 
apa re ached clo se t o  t he  

fort alon.g wit h hi s  tro ops , whereas A.mar S imha T
h 
apa and his 

o ffi.c·ers a id no t do s,o.. Ne.yan S imha T
h

E1p a  a:r::d his t ro op s  at tack e d  
t he troops of k.angra and re ac hed clo se to  gat e s  of t he fort.. b'Ut 
suu der,l y a s hell f ir ect fron t rn  fort  hit K ayan S irr: ha T hn •) a , and 
ha fell do wri. 'r his L , d  to pani c among t he li-ork hal i t roop s .  on 
get t ing news o f  t.hi s ,  peo ple insi a e  t he fo::--t  st.art ed  G et t :.ng ciru.m s 
in j u bil at ion . N e..yar S i.nib.a 'f h3.p fi suo. 'ieL ly &0 t  up , but blood 

.,.s tart ed flowing from his wounci..s .  T he af'fo ·t s of t he army p hys i ci :-�1 Ei 

t o  ,save bis life .i,; roved unsuc c e ssful , and he die d  o;n t �  t hird day . 

Am.Dr S imha T hapa was bot h aist res sfJC t::-n d  sat i sfied at t he 
fa.ilure and deat h o f  N ayar, S imha T hapa . He was distresse d  be cause 
of  t he de&t h of  a rel at ive.. How3ver , he was fee l ing a fr:dd le st 
t :-- .:.: � rut h s r c.; ulc. !' .::r e l---_ I' ·JJ:-1 C J  · ; .c 1'-�,.;- e to _-_J. c. •. , 0  o:r"J.nde d as  a t r::d L 

After l'rnyan 8 imha 'l h3,pc.. 1 s d eat h ,  .A.m..· r  2 i , . ha T hapa iu tensifi e 5  
hi s e ffort s t o  o c cu.c-1y t he fo r't o f h_angra.. riO \ ..aver ,  t he cou1·t o f  
Nepal did no t t rust him as bef o re.. I t .: t he re fo.r e ,  ser.t a ndw fo:r c: -c 
led by Ohaut ariya Rudravir and Da1EJ o htffj ari e r Le e for t he c :1 n�u.:; s i  :o f  Kangra.. Ruare.vir pro ceeded t o  R e n,= ra i"ro r:1 SrinE,gP.r in 1 8b 3  
Vikrama ( .A. D .  1 806 ) .. To rrifie d b y  t he fie r c e  1:, ttack s o f  t hcJ new 
Go,rk. ha.li· a.rttiy , Sal iS ar C hand re rp.w st a d  iv1c. hars 1. r; R anj  i t  $ irg h . for 

. a $sta'tanioe and offered a gift of Rs.. 5 ,  ooo . S f:"' nsr· .t c 11ru ,c nru:! 
earnJ d t he  enrai ty of Ranj it  S ing h oy ·rwi ce :Jt t a cl i ng tµ s t0riit o ri ,:) f' 
in t he  plains .. . Bowever , Rc.L,j it S iL gh w r s .::i m, Efrc.dd l�et the, 

r_Qorkhal i ca.m_µ .e.1-gn of t errito ri al ex·pan si.on s hould ·  have. a c et :;imentc.l _ .impa ct on his own EW11.)i t ions.. ·rwi ce ha pro c;; e i..  2 d  t o  1:,,an i',ra w:tt h 
his- troops , but re turne d before re aching: thc t  fo rt.. It .. is s aid 
t hat Amar S imba 11' hape peraue.ded  him: t o  do so by  p ,c.ving t he amount 
o f  Rs.. 5 , 001' w hich  S anse_r C ha.rid  ha d st ipulat ed . 
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T errified by t h3  fierce attacks o f  C haut ari�·a Ruaravir and
Dal abhanj an .i:larn.... e ,  San.sar C hana oe.cai:te ready tq hanQ. oy:�r t he - ,fort
of Kangra to t ha Oorkhalis . It was agre·ed that . he.... .8 hould , pay . 
to t he  court o f  Nepal a tribute of  Rs . ·  500 ·, ooo if be W,�e a:J.low,ed  
to  depact safely from tm  fort along wit h his :family, ni.S troops  ,

yand his property . Sansar C hana al so ag�eed t o  pa an annual 
tribut e for t he t erritq rL: $  he wo u.ld ;ret �in unc.�r . .b4�. , 9,ontr<;>l ,
and t o o, o ffer t. ha hand o f  bis daught er in · niarri a&,e , to :t hi:/ l\Jng .:
o f  Nepal . Accord:J,ng t o  Raper , s a,xiaar C ha.Ild had : a&:¢:� ,�4 t.o pay· · · ·o· · ·o· · · · o ··• · ·the slllllo· o :f  Rs . 300 , oooo· cnly : · . • ·· '. 

_- Cihautariya· · Rudravir a.nu D�labhar,ij �m .i?�6 e .  dl',i" n<rt" : OP@��t
Amar S imha 'r hapa wl'lile giving coneid$rat ioxf to t � �e . propo�al.a ,�
According to Raper , Sansar C hend · considere <L i t .. ·belo.,; ·' 114s cligri,;Lty

·· to negotiate wit h a low-.. cast e �" has likeo. Amar S imha . .T. B&p.a. :· and so
concluded t he  treaty w;Ltl:J. Ru.6ravir S he.h ,  w ho belongep to a high.·oa o .asteo. . Rudra·v· · �r. _ a... ·. .nd De· 1,o he· n j an J?ana• � �· �,11.t h•e··· .o · . · •. .. _ .o. .  .. . ... _o · . -i. · .Ce>U:1"t · � ape_cial c.o�riaro. W1cE!,t Ka� �d,'Y: .. t hroy.sh .· .o

_ 

t. .and r�DJ9ve :�lrthal+ t?'�QPS '11;�
tiiv�r in  order to 

.t,o . _. . ..l . :ii•'?. .o • .,,:t. .  . •.a· ·trer _ m.µi.t�;v: : �E19ort , oo. 
1e 

·,.o . .. . .._
cV1 ·the go r9u:t;E! ,,1e�dfpj '"��fll-:: ;�u;

ens:ole,, S ansar Ch�nd to  evac.ete · 
not prep ared to ' sui·rena.er 

if:ro� := t ·,
·fort to the
t he  fort . Sansar C hand , however , was
the tort to  t he  �neni,;• . o

· 

.f.J\J.J)J)��esHe used. .to  a��d. .\fXlne�es,��r.Y' ..from the fort during ·dayt ime , q.?1 d pro cure f'.ood ill ;t h.a  ..nlgfl� ,,,.1 , ,

One night , he le ft 't h� for,t in disguiee along wi t.h tp.s , ,iamily_·,�
and ·reached Tera-Suj anpur , after c harging his commander , Naurarig ,
with t he  respo ns ibility o f  de fending t ho fort . 

Amal' S�ha T hapa ;immedi�tely teport'i1d .tQ ·k�t,�d\'.i :-��;t(:
Rudravir �nd l)al a.qhanj _a;n . .P,an6 � h�(i b11en .�oi4 , ; � otg ; '.a� ,,�:t inio..riei 
as bri be , :tor- Whi:c � . ��y tl,ad w:1tbdi:'�1'n , ,,the �le� of lan,e1ra fort ,

>and t,huso. xnade his affort.s 10 in vain_ . � S.in:ihn �h!J.� �.8..C? reque st ad
t hat they be .e�imon�d t>ack; ·to . xat hmanau:, . P+eJ:fg�g , tha1i. he . ,w:qql�
t hen: linmediately oc6tipy1 t tie :fo ·rt . , Hot h Raper , and Maularam, blrJ:� 
given t he  same version of the event . 

Rqdravir a1nd Dale' o hanjan ,P,ane, eo l•iere a ccordiDalY summoned ..baek to 11..at hmand.u • . o. ·parashurnm an6 . J3hf.lirav f�ali '.we:r,i .:then i&ill't 
to 11..e.ngra in 1 865 Vikrama (A. D. tsde)·, 1 e.np )3lra�.ba�a. kunwar . in· · ' ' ' ·  ·1 A66 Vikrar-.a '(A. D .  1 F09)o, · · · · · : : ; · 

B!rabbadra_ Kunwar reaohed sr.:t.n� ;LJl, JFaj.gu'1-, 'tt��16 "> · ·  )ie, p�ried1 
an offi cial . .  l�_tter :f'.ro111 ,P.fif:11•& M;l.hi,st�f .ShimseJ, T'l�,_Jto . .  �,µ:L,•�,· 
T he  letter· intormad Maulerarn· t hElt. his. .  J�irs , vill9ies , ge.r<l,e:ns,
and bo•sea bad been restored  to  him. · After cela orat:J.ng the ·�
:fustival in s;rinagar , Birabhadra left for 1'..angra · 1 with �is army . 

..o . · ..,, :, -� . ·· ; .  ; . · • ·· . . .o .o . . . · .o . .o . ' ·  . · ' ·' "'. �o_ .,/ .. � < r ��- : .f . .?t> C
.A:ffter t he  recall b.f I)ala.'bhA11J a11 pan·qe and · RuAre?t.ir , p�ute.r1ya , 

.Amnr Sirnha T hhpa agEt1n pla:nped .to o c cupy t �  fort . of  k.azigra eo 
as  to win t ho _' . credit . '  I_tanj it s1n,e;·�,J)-.lao.. w:�p�•ed, . �9 . p.�etqf.f1sK.angra • .  H� was clo .�ly wat ching tne ao;t;:V;Lties of; ,J.mar!:; -� im.� •. .

ori the ' ell,Stieffo· 

_ 

, t�ybanks of  the �utle.j 1eared_ .RrwJ Lt, ;�1 .. ;ij�ti.c,
concluded treaties w1th '!; he Eas:t India p9,11PEi.nf�. .  tor
In 1 809 , Ranj it Singh erJd the �ast India ' c�;�p�y . .  a�p�(I t �1
o f  A.mri�sar , whi ch prevent ed him from int ervening

t he Company situated om 

. 
J'tfl•ty

til the affairs 
to t he  S ikh and Muslim prot-::ctorat es of .
the 1:1�&'1.ern papk.� · of. t he sutlojo. T he treaty also prd vent ed R;enj i.t 
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Singh from st Ht ioning more tro o ps t han were no e dl d for a dminist ration 
even in are as on t ha east ern bar,ks  of t he Sut le j  w hi c h  were under 

· his control. 

· on he arihg' t het  Amar Simha T hapa pl anned to reoccupy t h-=: 
fort of&kangra with t.he hel,t)  of t he rulers o f  L.ahlur ar d 1.ul lu,  
who ·were eri cmies o f  S an sar C harj d ,  Ranj it S ingh informed t he  Britis h  
rnil i tary commander in Lud hiana , Lt . Col&. O c ht crloriy , t h::it h3 hwis hed  t o  take_ his troops t hrough terri torie s o n  t e east ern bar;ks 
o f  t he S ut:i aj whicn w ,:ffe unaer ,1is control in order to cm ck 
t he 2dvance of the Gorkhalis. Ocht Grl ony �;as opposed t o  Ranj it ' s 
pro po sal ,  f'ot he feared that the East Ind ia  Company might not 
be able to  o ccupy for 1 t s  elf the ttlrri tories which it was covet ing 
if  Ranj it Singh defe B t cd t he Gorkhalis and o c cupied �he territories 
unc er Gorkhali contro-1 west o f  t ha h.ali river. However, t he 
GovenJor-G�neral was not re ady to di sturb t he Ea,st India Company ' s  
relations wit h  Ranjit S ing h .  He in formed Ocnt erl oriy that Ranj it 
Singh was quite free t o  do go  and thE:.t no obst a cle s ho uld b e  placed 
in his w ay .  

A.p p  re henc. ing an at tack from Hanj it S ingh , Amar S imh.:: T hap a 
deferred his plans to launch a fresh  �tt ack on th0 fort o f kangra. 
As a res"!,llt ·,' tiot h GorkhaliS and Ranj it Sing h remained in 
control of some territ orie s itJ lrnda1,1r,&.. Sansa.r Chand ent ered 
int o  frienaship wit h  t he Bast '1ndia Company w it h  t he  aim of · 
recovering twee areas and askeci it for a::isistance in f ighting 
the ·oork halis and Ranj it Sing h .  T he Goverrior·-General , however ,
turn.J d do wn his request. '11 he Nepal government despatched  its 
envoy , Chandra � hek hc:1r Upr:d r�ya, to  t r e G oT�rnor-Genera.l and 
invit ed  hira to  j o in its campr.gin o f  t errit orie.l conquest in t he  
region east o f  t he Sutlej&. r h8 GovJ rnor-GenereJ. turn�d down · t hi s  propo sal too&. · • • 

T he prest ige o f  the&. Gorkhnli army considerably diminished  
as  it  f'e.:l.ld d ' to  occupy .t he ·.fo rt of Kangre even after subj acting 
it t d  a_ p ':otract ed siege , r and also lo ,:, t one o f  its commanders ,' 
Nayru-1 Simha -T-hapa. T ho s e  ·rulers who hDd sided wit h Amar S imha 
T hapa in t he beginniug oe cam0 awe.re o f  t he  we akndSS o f  the 
Gork.hsli ar cy ,  as wei l E S  of  t l" : infighting anong its oommandu rs . 
T he y ,  t herefore , st a.rt e d  igno ring hiM . AmE!r Simha T hapa was 
very glad to receive a frr.rlilh r(::inforcem8nt of  troops collUDD.nde d 
by· .8irabhadra , his grand-son. from t h-:: daug hter ' s  side .  �-

·J .... . •  

Saheb ·Singh, ruler of k.ahlur on the e astern bank s  ot t he 
_Sut1e j  river remained  firm on his friendship wit h Amar S;imhe T hap a .  

, · :.But d'thef·' -ru;ters who �-d st ru ck frL.:::ndsh1p with Amar Simha T hapa 
now began to harass .him. T he1:1e rulers included those of  S irmur 
and Ha:.ndur ; · Tpe rti.lers of  the Brrhe, T hekurai str.::,tes , who luld 
p reviously j oinad Amar Simha T hapa ,  now prepar0d t o .  f ight' :bim 
j ointl7 . Amar S imhn T hape. sent Rar: j or T hapa ar d kun;, ar .Birabhridra 
t o  o ccupy the fort of  :Morni from Si:rmur, for t his was the center 
from which t he Barha T hakurai rulers were organizing t hair 
mili,t ery :,reparetions. 

('::o be continued)  



A Hi st o ry o f  Go rkha 

By 

Dine�h Raj Pant  . 

( Din e s h  Raj Pan t , Gork hak.o I t i hasa ( A Histo ry · of Go rkha )  ,, 
R.et hmandu : 'l'he aut hor ,  204 1 ( 1  985 }\ Vql . 1 ,  pp . 1 5-2 5 h ·  

· I  

Go rk ha  Uno. er t he St ate of Sinja 

'r he p: ·o ce ss o f "· d is integrat ion of t he sta t0  o f  Nep al
gradual ly intensifi ed aft c: r  t he Li c c h�vi perio d .  T he pro ces s ,  
gain ed add itional momentum in subsequent j' 1:1E1"' s , and by t he t welevt h 
century of t he Vikrama e ra , t hre e  st at d s  :jme rge d  in Nep al . T he  
firs t was t he  cent ral stat e  of 1 epal ; wb.i"cn ,was preserving what 
remained of it s t errito ri es w ith great .diffi cU.l ty . •r he siwond 
was t he st at e af' S in:raungadh whi ch had". be en e st a blished in the 
sout h-eastern· po.rt of Nep al"_ by .N rl llJ'El.deva", while t he  t hird, was 
t he state o f- ·s1r1j a founaed by N agaraj a .in t he we,,tern part o f  
Nepal". 

( Dhar; avaj ra Vej ro charya , and T ek Bahadur S m-e s tha, ,Pancha11· . 
"' e a- _ --- �--�� ·-o t f:l s  a V v c ( An  hi sto ri cal account 

o f  t he Pan c hayat sys t em of go ve rnment , cen te r  fo r :N ep(;!l and 
Asie.n _ Studie s ,  Tri b huwan U niversity , 2035 Vikrama ( A. D �  1 978 ) , 
P •  1 1 4 ) ♦ 

• 
L , 

Among t he se t hre e  stn t e s , t he st ate of  S imraungad h ,  whi c h  
had been founded in t he south-e,ast e rn T �rai region , does not 
s eem t o  ha.Te had e.ny conne ct ion wit h. Gorkha , t he  main subj e ct 
o f  t he pre ser1t  study.  T h1:1 Ce nt ral Stat e , on t he  ot her hand , he.d 
an indire ct conne ct ion wit h Go

h
rkha , since i t s  territo"ri e s  were 

gradually cont racting .  T he -tira s "'.;at e , t he  Khs sa stat e of S in� a ,  
s e ems t o  have had a dire ct  conna ct io n wit h Gork ha". _ We s hall now 
say somet hing on t his sub j e ct .  

T he  st ate  founded by N agnraj a arol.lnd t he t we;l.avt b ,�oen:tury .
of t he Vikrama era gradu.ally expanded .  ;_ His tetri"toriits", :1.nciuded 

hGuge in west ern Ti be t". Krac hal la , t e great._...great-g·rand.son o f  
u 1.l'i agaruj e ,  · 3 s  a gr1;;;at 9 0 1  .. qu.;;;,ro ::: · . Hi:: 00nq.tred l\.l.lmaun apo Gnrh.wal 

and annexed t hem t o  his s t at e . His son , As '-'1.o ka c halla , was nl so 
ar; effe ctive ruler . J"it arimnlla , Ashokac h'.Jlla ' s  son , t o ok great er 
int erest in expanding ·t owa rd t he east . His an ce st.ore had , la;i.d
greeter emphasis on exp nnsion · .t oward t he  we st and t he north-west • 

. .  

(DhanaYaj ra Vaj racharya ,  "Karnal i Pro.d es -hako I t i hasako Eke :Jhal ok " 
( A gl an ce at the hi st ory of t he 1.Brn al i  r0 gion ) ,  , Purn.ima , yc: ar 2 ,  
no . 2 ,  S hrawan 1 ,  2022 ( July 1 6 ,  1 9 6 5 ) , pp . 1 9-2 1 ) .  

K ing J itarimalla ,  who t hu s ln i'd er.up has,1 s on ex:pansion 
toward .t he eas t , is dire ct ly conne cted wit h Gork ha '! . . .  . ., _ 

We have already mEtde  it cl ear t he.t unt il t he Vikriirria ye.a.r, ., · 
1 22 1  Gorkha was rul ed d ir e ct l y  from t he c e nter". 
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(Dines h l:laj .Pant , "Gorkha Aft er the Lic c hr: vi l:' er: od "., trarjs .. 
in Regmi' Researc h Serie s , Yee r  1 9 ,  no.. 4 j April  1 987 , p . 49 ) . 

In the absen ce of  eviden ce., we  are -no t- ye t  ·1n a po sition 
to  say how long t his s:i:tu& t ion continue d .  

Ac cord ing to t he Gorkha-Ra j avamshavali., Ji tarimalla . 
invaded t he vall ey o f  Nepal e very· ye ar du ring 1·344., 1 345 , and 1 346  
Tikrama and committ ed .o.e.p:radations . - :Hut this victory of Jitari
ma} la was : :, hort -livd d .  He onl ·  raisc:d some taxes and went back . . " . .. . 

(Dhanavaj ra Va.j racharya , "Karnali Pred.o s h£.ko It ihasako Eka _
J hal aka" �- . pp . 2 1--23 ) .  

In t ho se days , t he  Tir hutes  o f  t h0 sout h and t he hhasas of 
t he  west, were in a way compet ing with a ach ot he r  in invading t he  
valley o f  Nepal nnd deriving some econo�c bene fit.. T hey did 
not remain long in the valley as  rulers.. T he t irhute invasion 
of 1 367 Vikrama is , however , an except i on .  At t hat time , 
t he •r ir h ute s  entrenched  t hemse lve s  in t he  vull ey of Nepal for 
about a year . .aut t hey did so only on t he, r�qu�s t  o f  one of t he 
two fact.i•ons. rul ing the valley at t hat time . · 

(Dhar1avaJra Ve.jrac harya , n])Oyaha ru :h.o Hun ?"  ( Who are t he Doyas ? ) ,
Purnima , . -year 1 ,  no . 4 ,  Mag h 1. , 202 1 ( J anuary 1 4 , 1 965 ) , P.P . 26-28 ,
traLS . in Regmi Researc h Series , year 2 , no . 3 , March 1 -, 1 970 , 
pp . 67-69 ) . 

•,Evt:n t hough Jit arim211a dia not o ccupy t oo  vally.Y o f  Nepal 
and the adj o ining creas at t hat t ime , he seems to havo o ccuph, d- . 
terrltorio s in t he  Gorkha region . •rhis will be come cieEr i f we 
make a close study o f  the Gork ha-Ra.i avams havali• 
... 

T he des criptions of  t he first _ two invasions of  Jitarimalla, 
start from wit hin the valley of Ne-pal so t hay shed no lie;ht on 
this question . But t he description of t he third invasion contained 
in t.lte rl::ha...;RaJavamshavali makes thi s cL;1:,1 r . . It begins· wi th  . 
Ji  t,a:rimal a '  s invas ion of N awakwat ha (Nuwako t.) . 

(Dh.a.navaJ ra Vaj rac tw rya , "k.arnali Prade shako It ihasoko Eka J halalrn " ,  
p . 22 ) . 

T his sheds important light on t he  is sue.. Jit arimulla had- . 
. ,a:l.ready occupied t he Gorkha Ti3gion during his first invcsion o f  

1 344 Vikrama . The description contained in t he Gofkha-BaJavapu,haval,i 
sbow• t hat mo furhter �eference to t he issue was ne cessary . 
Jitar'imalla t hus- a1-1peers to be the first Ring of  Sinj a to establish 

ehis Sway in t h Gorkha region.. 

(Dho.n avajra Vaj rac harya and T ak . . Ba hadur S hrest ha., tiU.jakot ;o 
A!tthasika.. R�pfirekha ( Hist orical out l ine o f  �uw·akot , Institut e 
of Na pal arid Aai� Stuc ies , 'l' ribhuwon l; ni vorsi ty , 2032 Vikrama 
( A.D . 1 975 ) ,  p .  3 1  ) .  
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.
Furt her evidence , when availa ble , .  will mak:0 t hi s  mo re cle ar . 

In t he yeer 1 384 Vikrama , w oo n  Ad itya.malla , J it arimalla ' s  son , 
invuded t he  Valley of N epru , he first invaded Nuwako t .  T his 
co nst itutes aci.cd tional evidence to support our view .  

( Dhanavaj ra Va,j racharya , "I<..arna1i ·.Prade s hako I t i has ako ika 
Jhal aka , " P � - 25 )\ 

Rud ramalla , who w.:- s born in 1 3 52 Vikrama ,  died in 1 38'3 
· Vikrama at t he a5e o f  3 1 . He ', :as an impressiv d personal ity in 
his t ime". 

( De.Ti Pras ad ,6hEmd1:�ri , "Rud ramalla ra Unako J anmat ithi" (RudramallEi 
�nd t he dat �  u f. .  his" birt h ) , Pur:nirua , ye ar 1 ,  no . 1 ,  ·Bai"sakh 1 ,  202 1 _. ."( April 1 3 ,  1 9 64 ) , pp . 8-1 3 ) . .. 

According t o  t he  Gorkha - .Raj avams hf, VBli , he ruled over 
t he .who le o f  Nepal up to Nuwakot .. _  This. me ans t hat i t he  centraJ 
govarnmell t had already lost cont rol over· territories to • '  t he  w�st  
o :f. lfuwakot � and t hat it bed accopted t he situRt ion· . T hl s  
t�j,nfo rces t he  view t bat J i  tE!rimal la bad brought t he Gorktia 
region under hi s- ! contro l . 

there ia a gumba called T ag hwai in At hr:1raeayak hola , situated 
on t oo  foo t hills o f  t he Larke Himal in Gorkha distric t �  A
c opper plate inscrip ti on a oout t his gumoa. , issue d by .1\.d ityrunal la
. ;i.n t he Vikrama year 1 378 , has been found". In t ha t ins cript ion , 
li.d it yamalla has qrd�red t he bhardars despat c hed  by - him to t oo· 
eas t t o  allow t he  Lame s of t he Tag hw ai and subordinate -�oaa 
to pe rform t heir religio us ceremonie s in t he  t raditionamanner . 
T he order also ment ions t hat any one who do e s  not a1lo'w t hem t o
d o  so will b e  pun si hed . 

T he rul ers o f  S inj a felt p:rqud, "_Qf as s..umin� such t it les  
a s pgrama S augat a ( A  ·great c., evo tee  of HU.d d ha ) ., Pravar�ahg.yangyayi 

f(a follower o f  t he exce l lent �1ah,ay�na se ct ) ,. HevatrQghf par�vin2-amak
a.ran1mnydtJukara ( a  bee sucking t he  jui ce of'  t he · preet' �it? , ·otu"."" .He va" ra , and Garudad hwaj ave.t are ( an in carnat ion of  Vif!Jlntt:, ·. · · ·  , :, 
( Dhnnavaj ra Vaj rac ha rya , "kci rnal i  Prac. G s hako I t i hc:Sako Eka J,hal fl,ka " , · 1 •  ' pp . 1 9-2 1 , 2 6-27 ) .  

Aaityamalla too l iked to  show himself off"as a. refigious.mirided :King . on t ts �ve of his ee.stern campa ign , he apparent ly 
wanted to ensura that lfflj_l,amaa were not di sturbed in any · wily . 
T hus t hi s  copper-plate in scri pt ion. co nst itut es  aut ho:r;i tatiYe eviden ce 
to prove t hat Gorkha was at t hat t ime a part of the .sta,te of S iI?-j a . 

l..ft er Pratap�al1 a ,  - grandson o f  Ad ityr:i.mallr:... , Punyrunalla , wtt,o 
belonged to". t he Gela dynasty ,  was place d on t he t hrqne o f  S i:QJ a .  
Puny·amd:la t o o  is clo se ly conne ct ecl  wit h Gork ha . (ms,)"! 
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1-.. copper-plate iIJs cri.pt i on is sue d by Punyam1lla has also  
b e en fou�d in_ t he gumba ;of  1.r ag hwai . It  i s  d at e d  1 394  Vikrama . 

uLike t he ir p;i cr ipt io n  is .se d  by Ad ityamall a , it dire c t s  t he b hardars
d.e spat c he d  to t he e ast no t to di stu rb the Lama s in . any way .  
Punyr;1ma1l a.., like d t o  style himse lf as l?arama s augat a and 
Gar.udadhwa.i avatara". In  t hi s  ins cription too , he de scri oes himself. 
as et rel ig ious ... minded 1'..ing . 'r rtis i s  cor1 s ist ent wit h t ie  rel it, io us 
poli. cy followed by t he ]rings b f  Siu j a . • Ac cording · to t he Gopal a
Raj av,ams havali ., t he 1. hasas had invaded t he Valley of Ne pal t hree 
y e ars a arlier . T his iris c:cipti . .  n s ho ws _t hEit Pt.Jiyamal la was 

p lanning to invade t he Valley agaili . 

T hese t wo ins cript ions o f  1:�78 Elnd 1 394 Vikrama whi ch .haYe 
b'een found in Gork ha t hus prove con olusi vely t hat Go rk ha was"· 
a t  t hat time a part o f  t he st ate o f  Sinj a .  In 1 383 Vikrama , 
whan he di,;;1 d ,  Rud:ramall a ,  ruler of  :the .ce Bt ral s t at e , was de s cribed 
as havin,g . .rule d ovor the who le of Nepal up to �uwak ot". This shows 
.that toe· T rishul i  river .fo rme d  t he boundary be tween the Mal.la 
Stat es o f ·  t he. - .. Cent,er  and S inj a .  I n  Aswin 1 80 1  Vik.re.ma , befo re .
Prit hvi ·  Narayan & hah ' s conque st o f  .Nuwakot , t he  T r ishuli riTar 
forme d the es.st ern bc undary of t he stat e o f  Gork ha .  

, · fun;;ramalla was su cceede d  on t ha t hro ne o f  S inJ.a by his son , 
Pri t hvitjuilla". T hd g];o.;ry of S in �J a incre ase d "· const antly during 
t he r.ul� of  .lfrj,t bv-:i.l'.!'!Ef+la . . Jlr1d Ab hayamall a .  Ac cordingly , even 
t b.ou,s; fl cirect �v:j..de,nc e  · . Is .rio t avail able , it would seem t hat Gork ha 
remai,neci · ;a part o f  t he ata� e o .f Si,nj a during t he  rule o f  Pri t hvi
rn an ..a an,d AbhHyamalla aJso". 

II  

Gork ha Under Yaks harnall a 
. , 

- � . · .� - .. Swarggaya Tija . •  -o�mp ?-sed". in the 
·n:etm;r:r,��:; , . •  ·nv Q aj j yo,t,:i. rmall?. o f  Bha.1ttapur , a de s.cend-�t" o f  
Yake,h�l.:}.a ,  ·!Z!�nt ions"- t hat Yaks harae.13-,g hao brought Gorkha unde r 
h i s  control , 

. .  l:: � •·.��.:1 .. -�tivi!'�-1 :&,irnat.wrye -
.

• 

t Anb.:ler!t Nep al , '  N o . 6 ,  p .  34 ) .  

'.l' hi s  :work was comIJ le t e d  ne arly 1 50 y a ars a ft e r  Yak shamalla ,  
s o  it �;does not fi:Lppe ar • cre dible  at firs t si gh t .  Yaks hamalla , 
howej�r ,  hi.:d , turn t:t d  Bh.aktapur his oap i t al , int o  an impresnable ..f o:rt :in t be ya�� 1 5 1  o Vikrarna • . 

· (D.hanavaj rri Yaj ra charya , 11Ma11 akalama. Des hrirnk s hnko Vyavast ha 
ra T.f

1
aeprat i; Pr�j-ako h.art avya " ( D,:ifarn,e arrangeme nt s dur ing 

t: ha )liµ;a :Pe,rio� and t he obligat ions o f' t hG sub j e ct s )", ,e;q.rpfi!i ,.) 
.year 1 ,  �o". a . , S hrawen 202 1 ( July 1 9 64 ) , pp . 20-23 , t rans". I1 

tRasmi Researi h  SerLJ S , yt: e.r 2 ,  no . 5 Nay 1 ,  1 970 , pp . 1 1 0- 1 1 3 ) .  

http:Vik.re.ma
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Gorkha Under Mukunda Sen 
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-
In t ha t  ye ar , Yakshamal la seams t o  have ·wo rled against 

Champaran , adj o ining t he 'l'&arai region of  .Nepal , as well as 
ago.inst the state of  Lo tw bar , which adj o ine d t he  T arai r egior;t 
o f  Nepal in t h� east&. 

. ' .

( 1 .  Gnyanar,nani N epal ,  �e  al a. Nirukta , Kat hmandu : Royal N epal 
Acaaemy , 2040 Vikrama ,�. D .  1 98,) , pp . H:3O-81&. 

2 .  Dhauavaj ra Vaj racharya and 'l' ek .dahadur - Sure �-t ha , _ l)� l �t;ui:ko 
Ai t i hasike Ruparekha ( His ·c o ri c:. l outl ine of Dolakha) , Inst i tut u  
o f  Nep al  and Asian 0 tuc ie s, ·1.'rib huwan University,  203 1 Vikrama ·-( J. . D . 1 974 .i , pp· . 2 1 &-22 ).  

- . il l  _t r:is mak�s it cle ar -that Yaks hamalla was - a great conqy.eror. 

Mo reover , a re f9r�nce is aTailable to show . .  t hat Yakshamalla · - · ·- · · · ·· · ·. :had conquered Nuwakot. 

(Dhanavaj ra Vaj rac harya anC:. '£0k Bahndu.r S hr\is"' ha , Nuwako tko _ :. 
Aitihas ika Ruparek ha ( Historical outline of �;uwako t ) ,  I nstitut e 
o f  N ep al and 11.s"ian S tudies , 'l'rib h uwan University, 2032 Vikraml.j\ 
( A. D .  1 975 ) ,  pp. 44-45 ) . 

' ' ,)

'r his appe ars to sub st antiate t he  claim made by Jagaj j yo tirmall a 
t bv t  Yaks hamalla h:=: d conquered Gork ha , which ia ad j aqeilt .  to 
Nuwakot . · 1 t may b.J noted t hat the Va.m.sh

6
w� :found �y Ki,f:k.patrick 

al so ment ions thF, t Ye.kshamalla ha d broug t rkha un der his contro l. 

(Kirkpat ri ck, An f+ccount of t he  1.ingdom o f  Nepal , j . ' : 2&6.:.f· -- ·  
' ' '  

I t  thu s seer11S t hat duri:r,.g t he time o f  YaksharnallEk Gorkha 
once more cam9 und er cent ral control&, anti that Yakshmnalla took 
back Gorkha, whi ch Jit arimalla l:i,ad Cil;tache d.  from the center . 

Ill  

The S , ;n Kine:;dom of Palpa had been foundaa some t ime during 
t he sixteent h century o f  t he Vikrema era. Rudra Se� was ruling 
there around the year 1 571 Vikrama . T his is  prove d by a grant 
made by him in that year , whic h is no w avail&ble&. Mukunda Sen ,  
son&. o f  Rudra Sen pro ve d to oe a great hero . 

', 

T he Valley of Nepal did no t remain in its  usual condition 
after Yakshamal la . Yak sharnalla&' s h.ingd om wus divided into 
several fragment s .  T he three Kingdoms of  Bhcl<:tapur, Kat hmandu, 
and Patan emerged t hereafter-.  .i�round ·1 58 1 -82,  Jitmal l a  and Pranamall a  
were ruling j o intly in .Bhaktapur and Suryamalla i n  Jiat hmandu , 
while .Patan was being ruled by t he r:,;ahapat ra..s . '.raking advant age 

eo f  this situation, Mukunda SerJ invaded th Valley of Nepal twi ce 
in 1 581  and 1 582 Vikram.a . Contempo re.ry writ i.ngs describt,d
Mukunda Sen as a Magar. T here is also a reference to s how that 
Mukunda Sen invaded t re  Valley o f  Nepal again in 1 603 Vikrama . 

http:Contempore.ry
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T he  Pas hupatinat h 'i' emple 'l'raasury is in pos3ession of a 
treaty signed by King � e.rendramalla ( JJnaramal la )  of k.at hmandu, 
some dis content ed members of  t he  royal family of Bhak tapur, the 
Maha�at ras o f  Patan, t h e Ravut ta of .Phc:rpi;ng,  and t he B h aroa o f  
Dola�ha against King Pra•amalla of Bhaktapu r .  ·r he treaty place d 
the contract ing partie s  under t he  o bligat ion o f  offering j o int 
resi.stance in the avant Me.gars came through Nu.wa1'.ot or  any otb.trr 
rout e .  T he references to Mukunda Sen • s  invasion o f  1 603  
Vikrama, the description of t he Sen s as Magars in contemporary 
writ ings; and apyre hensions o f  a.. N�ar invasic n in 1 605 Vikram&, 
show that the treaty was aimed at t he  Sens . Since a Sen invasion 
was apprehended through Nuwako t ,  this sho ".IS  t hat t he  S ens had 
brought the Gork ha region under t heir contro l • 

.hccording to the �orkha - Vamshaval i : -

"Gane s h  .Pande , who had co me along wit h  Mukunda �en ,  to  
Gorkher, was staying at Belbas in the C hhoprak area o f  Gork ha . "  

T he Gorkha&·&- Raj avamshavali similarly stat es : -

"Nare.yan Pandit stayed at the house of a .Pokhryal Brahman 
in Ch:hoprak � A Pan6e Bra hman named Gane s h, who had accompanied 
Mu.ku.nda Sen during his campaign of ccnqua st ,  had le ft him and 
st opped there to treat a very great. man who hnd fnllen 111 . 
Ganesh Panda had t hereafter st ayed at the house of  that same 
Po�hryal .Brnhmmi for five or s�v"-'n years.&" 

' T he se references too prove t hB.t Go rk ha wes then under the 
control o f  Mu.kunda ·sen . &· 

Referee9�s 

Mahesh Raj Pant and Dinesh Raj Pant , "Nepal 1.haldoma Palpali 
Raj a :r,,tukUnda Senko Hamala" ( InTasion of Nepal Valley by King 
Mu}{unda Sen of  Palpa ) , Purnim.a ,' year 1 2 ,  no . 1 , J est ha 2037 
(May 1 980 ) , and year 1 2 , no. 2·, p .  1 9  

* • ******** 
( 'l' o b� Cont inued ) 
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