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Religio.u.s .t:ndowments 

,I ' I"' 

1 f I 'It l t , 

in Kumaun and Garhwal 

1. Appointment of Chitaidars for Guthi nndowments of Badrinath 
and Kedar Nath Temples. 

2. Duties of Priest of £edarn:...th '.(emple. 

3. Order to Local Administrators Not to Interfere in Affairs 
of Kedarnath Temple. 

4. Reconfirmation of Gutr,is of RudraL'.lth and Gopeshwa:r Temples. 

5o Sadavarta �ndowment for Badrinath Te�ple. 

6. Reconfirmation of :Mahant Harasevaka. 

1. .fl...ppointment of Chitaidars for Badrinath and K!3darnath Te!!l_Qles 

Royal order -co Chav_t2.riya Ram Shah: 11 Gopi Tadak:i &nd 
Paramananda Panda llave been appointed as Chi ta5_dars for the 
.&i,rkhc.s of Ka tauli and :-8.haru:;..'i � wi:lich ha..,-e been endowed for 
the temples of S:r:L .BG.drinLtti and Sri Kedarna th to operate
Sadavartas. For -,�he year Iikram 1855 9 disburse a sum of Rs 100 
to each of them as their emoLurnents from Ijara revenues of 
Kumaun. For the VikraL1 yesr 1856&1 allot them lands yielding
Rs 1 00 each at cor.veJ.1ien c J::'..._:e;e3. Subnii t particulars of the 
boundaries of the laJ1.ds, 2.:-::d ,rn shall affix the royal seal. 11 

nnisakh s�di 13, 1355 
RRC, Vcl. 23, P� 328, 

Royal order to Rawa::. 1: i 1akantha: "Lands and other sources 
of revenue in the .Gar3.syun, J?inkando anJ Painkhanda ga.rkhas 
of Garhwal have been endowed for the -cemple of Sri Kedarna thj i 

people,etc.,vis:iting the temple of Sri Kedarnathji during 

for the follmving purpo.�es: 

(1) To procure food offerings (oh92) �or the deity. 

(2) To operate a Sadava:i.'tq :for pilgrims, mendicants, poor 

the six months from Baisakh Sudi 1 to Kartik Sudi 15. 

(3) The surplus j-:1.!ome shall be kept in reserve at the treasury
of the Sri Kedarnathji temple at Ukhimath and used to 
operate a Sadavarta for pilgrims during_ the Kumbha-M�la. 

11 A copper plate inscription containing these injunctions 
is hereby issued • 

11 :tviake lands and villages in these garkhas populous,
collect revenues according to the Jammabandi assessment records 
every year, and operate the Sadavarta without in any way 
reducing the prescribed materials. 
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"'1/b;h -c;:1ese ir:...jU11e;tions � W") hereby assign cbarge of the 
guthi and Sadavar·Gf1 to you with effect fr om Baisakh Badi 1 , 
1866 Collect; rever1ues :::'rom these areas with·fu.ll assurance,n 

and opera t2 tr�e �r�cl.a v<ar:,tg without causii'lg any adverse 
,-,, ff ect 0�. 0-:.,:r c3:harmf'.. � n-1.;bif..it ac�ounts to our bhardars at 
Srinap:ar every yia�,.-�· -:.1 !1 d ctta.in clears.r.ce. 1Ji.sh us well, 
rnd i�p1)rul';j2';1:_. /·u,·· Ei,•C 1 t-::;Y'td as nen-:::ioned in the copper
f le:- c e in 2 s ! _ iJ ..� i .: r.t. u h 

I J,JOI ha "} 1 'ri " i.\S J.a Q l � ., 
RrtC f vol. G, pp. 1 61 9--20. 

).- O.t·d.er to l.iocal · not to Interfere in Affairs of. Administr·a-:ors· 
Keda:i--na th ·remp 1 8 

Royal o::r6er t o  Sutba� oi Garhwal� "We have not granted 
yo:1 a.uthori ty to an.Joint or c..:i.smiss the priest of the Sri 
?'.edainathj i te:::nple, which is most sacred. Do not make any 
�.q)puintrnent in tha.t post at your discretion 9 but allow the 
persons appointed by us to assume charge. lJo not l0t any 
one encroach upon the right to collect taxes and other 
payments a!ld impress begar labor in the h ouseholds and 
villages 9 01.d or new, endowed as guthi or Sadavarta for 
tr1e temple of Sri Kedarnathji, and do not make such 
sncroc:chnont yo1,._rselves. If the Rawal makes any reduction 
5.n ·cho custor.u.ary o.a.i.ly and. ceremionial religious functions 
at cha �empleij obtsj_n a confessioni9 if possible, report
t:;he ri.a tter to us J and take action as ordered. .A:,:1y person who 
2 ppoints or dis.aiisses -�ne F..awal without our orders will 
re sev9:r·eJ y punist.ed. 11 

Ashadh Badt 1i 9 1366 
.Fi.RO. Vol. 6> �p. 1018-19. 

�. ge-9..9.nfira12tj Q.L__Q_·f G1,,t:1.,i..s of R.udrannth and Gopeshwar Temples 

The -fu�·rc1P1 rule cs o.f G-arhwal had endowed vilJ ages 
JD i. Jjule§. in tl-.:.e :�'."4gpu2.� .5f rl:ha as gu tni for the temples of 
f'ri 1:t:drar.i.:::1-c:1 ana. 01 i Gopeshwar. The endowments had been 
continued (after the Gorlffali conquest of Garhwal) in 1861 
Vi.."i{.t'arnb:and were 1eecnf.Lr':11ed 1.J1der the royal seal on Saturday, 
Ashad.n Badi 11 9 1 866. Particulars were as follows: 

��o. of Villages No. of Jyulas 

1. Gauthaln 1 4 

2. Chhiur 1 4 

3. Dewaldhar-Bairag gaun 2 1 

4. Gawadgaun 1 1 
I 

RRC 9 Vol. 6, pp. 1 020-21 • 

http:punist.ed
http:o.a.i.ly
http:clears.r.ce
http:th�fu.ll


To I j arnd ar S haktib allab h .  P adhya : "You hod bee n orde red to supply ri � f' n d  o the r fo o ds tuffs to Chisapani. Why nre you maki ng de l r,y in sa nding the m,teri al s ? The ar tisans at Chisapnni h2 ve no t hing to e at, so s upply ri ce immedi ately. I f  t hey quit , and tvark on t he construction o f  the fort i s  
o bs tru cted ns a re sult , y o u  will b e  he ld responsible . 

78 

5. Sadavarta E ndo wme nt for :F3adrina. th Terr_pl e 

In the Vikran:f.l&year 1 86 1  9 a royal order ha d bee n  issued 
directing t he SuhP o.s o f  Srir1agar in Garhwal t o  allot lan ds 
an d o ther s c�rc es yi2 l ding an inc ome of Rs 1&9 200 a year for 
operati ng a Sadqy_,a�g for p ilg�ims visit ing the t emple of 
Sri Badrinath&. On Je::rcha Badi 9 9 1 86 6 9 a royal orde r was 
issued in the names _of Sardar Chandrabir Kunwar 9 Sardar 
Bhakt i Thapa&9 and Subba Shres tha Thapa to demarcate the 
boundaries of the lands ir'1 the D:1.sauli area and submit th e 
documents to K9. thmandu for 2.ffixing t he royal seal&. 

Monday , Jes tha Badi 9 9 1 86 6  
RRC , Vol&. 6 ,  pp . 1 006-7 . 

Previous Reference � 1 1  The Ba drinath Templen , Re&11:i, 
Re s earch Serie s , Year 1 8 9 N o . 5 ,  lY[ay , 'i 986  , pp . 75-76 . 

G .  Reconfirmation of l'1ahant Harasevaka 

Royal order to Nahant Harasevaka : " Our bhardars had 
re c onfirmed you L"'l the Guru- Dehra of Doon . We hereby 
endorse your appo intment as Mahant. Rema in loyal to us and 
send us informat ion ab out the te rri tories on both sides of 
the Jamuna rive r through our bhardars. Appropriate the fees 
and perquj_sites that you had received in the capacity of 
Nahant from the Vikram years 1 86 1  to 1 864  and wish us well.&" 

Kart&ik Badi 8 9 1 865  . 

**-l<&* *  

Royal Orde rs o f  Km t ik B ad i  1 3 2 

( Re gmi Re se arch Col le c-:; io n , Vol&. 1 9 ,  pp&

� . s upply o f  Ri ce fro m Chis ap ani 

2 .  T ranspo r tation o f  Ri ce nnd Pulses 

3 .  Colle cti on of Potd  T ax in ho t hill8ndu 

4 .  supply of I c e  

5 .  p uni shment o f  N e -wars i n  Pntan 

6 . Appointment o f  1.ushle at T ale j u  T emple 

7. Jngir Land Assignment to B i ru  K hadk a 

1 • supply of Ri ce fro m Chis apr.ni 

1 862 

. 334-36 )  . 

1 1 

http:Chisapr.ni
http:F3adrina.th
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12 . r ro.ns po rt8 t i o n o f  Ri ce c.nd. .i?u. l s e s  

s ubed ar Dharmaraj Kh�tri W8S o r de re d t o  t r2ns p or t  
t he r i c e  and pul se s s upplied b y  I j o.r 2 dar S hokt ib a ll ab h  
Pad hya t c  ".;his apani wit ho ut ::u1y de l ny . 

,t,_nlrudra J? c: 1J.h;'/r ,r :.-:.s · :p p c ::i r,te d t o  s e l ls c-c t he ne w 1-' o t a  'I· ax 
in R.e t bm::,ndu : · "h'i t h  -+� he fo ll o �,ri ng G IIlpl oyc: e s  und e r him , G ffe c t i  ve 
Asw i n  .b 2.d i  1 3 1 1 662&. HG we s orde re d t o  pay t he i r  e molwnent s  
as io ll o :1s : 

1 • ._Tc1msd ar RS 1 82 

=2 .  · He rrn.nt Jais i RS 50 

J •  One M e j or o f  t ha 
h.ho.las i Unit RS 1- 20 

.I ,� , . 

4 .  Thre e  .':3 hai_y�s 2 t  
R s  30 Et mo nt h  Rs 36 0 

Four tTaiSt.§. f\t Rs 2 2  
a mo nth Rs 2 6 4  

6 .,  T wel ·.r0 lVLahc: rt?_ <"' t h s 2 -� 
a rn.o n-L h RS 288 

7 .  One T e,hsb il d c, r ;  c1t  
Rs 5 a mo nt h - Rs 60 

8 . T im re c-J rd� -kee ye:i.·s � 
2 t  Rs 6 a ino nth Rs 72 

4. supply o f  I ce 

T he inha bitc nts of G� ru w1 : gaun in t he Snnkhani are a 
( o f  Dol 2kh a )  wen: o rde red to  s u:r pJ y i ce o n  o dc::ily bc=- s i s. 
T he y  we re e xe mp t e d  f rom Jhnra s ervi re s  fo r ot her purpo se s . 

5 .  Puni shmant o f  N e wars i n  P P t an 
vRe p orts we re ..: o ce i e d  t h':'.. t t he b e wars o f  Pa.tan , in 

ord e r  to oqrry t he gi rl s t he y  liked , were fal se ly 
repre s enti ng t he m  as d i  vie .:, d by  se ve n  or e i ght gen eretio ns ,
where c1s  t he tru t h  was t hr t t he girl s were re lated to i:; he-m 
wi t hi n  fi ve o r  si�, ge nerr t i o ns&. T he Amal i of  Pat an was , 
t he refo re ,  orde re d.  t o  pv..r..i s h  s u ch 1�e w2..rs a cco rd i ng t o  t h2iT 
s t ,. tus , anc. ens u.re t tic�t L hey o b se rve d t heir t ra d it io nal 
c us to m  and us a ge s , 

6 .  Appo i ntme nt o f  ..KUS l: l e  at rr 2 l e .i u  Temple 

Sha nka S i ngt :,,us hle w:  s cJ p po i nte d !J S a mus i c ian at  t he 
T al e-ju te mple �n K2 t hmttnc1. u ,  re plc. c i ng Muni h.us hle . His Jc-: gir 
co ns is te d o!  t he r i gh t  t o  �ol l 8 ct c usto mary fee s  fro m h2lf 
o f t he inhc.b i tants of  v1cng2 l r ol&. 

http:Herrn.nt
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Do yam 

Chahar 

, 

2 0  

7 . J.:1 gir Lc> nd As s i gnme&nt to B i ru, Khad.k n 

T o  B iru. Khadk a : "Lmi t Si ngh l\: e war had bee n appo i nted 
as  a Fta j or i n  trie B aj wani company and d e pu ted to  Kangr a. 
H c�ever , he c2r1e b a ck 9.ft e r  re 9. chi11g o nly P ok hara . His 
Jagi r o f  2 khe ts o f  :r ·::.. c? -fie l d s  is 9 the r ef ore , as s ::!_ gne d t o  
y ou&. 1 1  

ce ilings on Ch hap L an d ho l d ;  ngs 

J .862  Vikr an12 

On B hao.:c a sua. i 1 , '1 86 2 , a p uo:i_ i  c no t i fi c &t i on was i ssue a. 
fo r t he .  re gi on west o f  t he b agm5 t i  rive r  pre s cr ib ing t he 
f o l l ow :i. ng arrange r e r1ts i,n re s _pe ct to  C;thap l and ho ld i ngs ; 

1 • All Chhap hol d i ngs s hall b e  me asured&. Irri gate d  
are as cbn taine d  in s 1 w  h hoJ dines s hal l  b e  ass ig ne d 
t. n  t h0 £rmy as Jagir . 

;;: , C:e ilinc$.s s a.all be  i mpos ed o n  Pakho are as •on tain ed 
in Chhap land hold ir:g.J&. T he su rplus are a s hall b e  
ass i gne d  a s  Jagi r t o  t he C l1&pr as i  ( company)  • 

R.RG , Vol . 6 , P s  3 6 4. 

I 

H oy al or d3 rs � c  oyne1 s o f  Chh ap l ar.d s in t he hi ll re gio n  
s as t  o f  SiLd h u/ s ang2:1. : ' ' Cei lings had b e e n  imposed on yo ur C hhap 
ho la. i ngs , b u t  wG h 3' "8  ab oJ i s hed t hi s measure i n  t he hi ll regi o n .  
LJso yo u1' l&r:io.s a c c ordi ng to  t he o riginal grants&. Pay Dars han-
B net eve ry ye er  t hr o ug h  S ar d a.r 8 �}u□s here Rana i n  c ons i de rat i o n  
o -f  s u c h  i�e co nfirrnrn ; io n  a t  t he fol lo w ing rates&: 

Grade o f  C hhap Ho ld1&ng 

J,_b al 

Ra te of Dars han-B he t Lev.y 
RS 

8 

6 
Sim 4 

2 

Jes t ha s ud i  1 5, 1 86 4  
RRCe, Vo l&. 20e, p . 398 . 

http:follow:i.ng


d an, c :...r- 0 l  .... .  i• 

8 1  

T he s ame o re.e r was i .-s s ued o n  t he s �me d ate fo r the hill 
reg i on ·we&st of B himd hunga/ Ji tpur&. 

Je s t  ha SU di 1 5  > 1 86 4  
RRC , Vo }&, 2 0 s 1' � ;;9s&. 

I l  

Re gulat i ons  re gard i n6 ce il i n½,S o n  Chhap nolct.inJs ir: 
the n2me o f S ar dar S hur:is he re lla na : 

1 .  I n Ne pal ( t ha t  j s , �\.athmand u Valle y ) , t he are a in  
ex ce s s  of t he CJ ili ng o n  l hhap hsldi ne:, s  p re s  er .:. :L c 
a c co rcii ng to ths r ;::y3.l  ord2 r  s ha ll b e  confis c a t ';; O. . 

2 • On t he are a t h�� t  i ::.  re cJ .:..:f i r,ne 5 ,  the 
le\ry s Ylc,11 ·be 2 0=.1,� ctec. o.1>  the r a t e  o f  2 ru.pc� e s  · 2  
ro pani � 

3 .  I n  t he hill re gi or� , fe es s ha �l be  c olle c te d  fro::
Chha_p r.ie l ders at t r:::: foll o wi ng r ate s : r 

Grade Ra te 
RS 

A.J al .8 
D Oya'.Jl 5 
Sim 4 

C ha har 2 

4. T we lve _Qb�pr :::.isis  s i' &.::. 7 _ _  t e  er..pl o ye d.  "'0 r t h e  cc, lle&c t l o n  
o f  these fees  and le 'ti0 f; ·.;hro u.gri t r1e c ·:: 3 tei•r_ c: wi 
we s t ern h il l  rP ..;i o .1.1s&: · s w9i.J... & S  N e p el V2. J 1 e y . 
Re as o nab le 1=xpe !1S� J :.nay be  i nc u..rre d  on su.r,eyor� , ;,apers , 
e t c . 

5 . Re:venue fro m t b.e se fe es a..11 d J.e vi es s h cl l  be us e d  t o  
:pay t he s ah:..r i e s  o f  t he follow ing empl oye e 8  E S  foll ows : 

1a. One maj&or t �  pre pare records o f  
Chhap l ands Rs 1 2 5 

2 .  Tw o clerks Rs 1 00 

3 .  T hree T a hab ild a rs Rs 1 5 0 

Jes t ha S ud i  1 5 ,  1 86 4 
RRC , Vol. 20 , p. 39 9 
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3 .  1 86 6  Vikrama · 

T he re gulatio ns of Je s t.ha S udi 1 5 ,  1 86 4  were i s s ued aga i n  
in t he na ne o f  sard ar Bak hat, Simha B as nyat. _ T he rates o f  
the d arst an-£.hQ1 le vy to b e co lle c t8 d  f rom C hhap-hol d ers in 
the hil l regi on we re , hoi, e ve r ,  r ai se d  2.s f o l l ows : 

Grade 
Rs 

Ab al 1 2 
Doyam 8 

Sim 6 
Chahar 4 

S ard ar B ak hL t Si1:1ho r as nya-c w E•S also or e.e r e -:''. c c. co L'..E c t  
t he l evy t hro ugh S ub ed s.r 2,orc;wa:- Simha and t:r3.ns rni t t h ::-, 
i ncome to t he 1ros ak han a  T re asury. 

har tik B adi 1 4 �  1 8 66  
RRC , Vol . 40 , PP o 1 06 --8. 

'1 � 1 872 Vik rama 

'r he s ame regu l a t i ori s "' e re is s ued ir:: � n e  n2.me o .f  A c  ·H 
:K.irtid hwaj PE.nde 0 1. Ma:rga ;:J1:d i  2 � 1 ffi2 . 

( Fo r  a ful l transl at i .J :..:. :- 3e e Regr::1i Re se arch S e ri e s  Ye ar 1 0, 
N o &. 5 ,  May 1 , 1 978 , r .  79 ) -
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},acil j_tiGS a, 1 d , ri,�JJ C &,..,. QS  f'o_;-9-..:2.r.._�_hali .I'rOO PS 
Gp _the 1''-9;.n-,.,.ra }�• on&-c 

R0yal o:.:· Jl,; r G C,  )tJ ) ,J j .:!..l • i rr-"l .J .  .  1 1 -. c. drl , 0 v\ ,_;, y  O .'f :i C OY'S 
c.n d %.:,r of th0 "'.:,ur.p;� bu. :- C ;  � hr ,/ �  ' i . &o r: w�10l&.Jt&cc:&r·� c ::: :i_J Li OUJ.� 
c aus e 8.cc ording to the OI'CLO.:: s o:.f Ka . .; i .AD.bar f· imhc? T::,a;;a. 
S o  long as you do s0 2.nd :r·entain f 8j t l1ful to us 9 yo1)_ s hall not 
oe disnissed for threo years . ,/ 0 s hall grant .1.�ew2.rds and 
honors to those who s e  �erfo rmanc e is meritc r2 ous .  Any one 
who a ,A s YJ.ct  obey the o:�der� o f  tne Thapa Kai i .::;r al l  "be 11.el d  
guilty . · ; 

}fo rt J..k 3, ; di 5 �  1 865&. 

This o rder was SGnt  on +:h"� same dat e  t o  the foll ow inb 

aJ&s o : -

( 1 ) su:Je dar Ri1)llma dan l'ha.;ia o f  the Naya- Sabu.j C ompany of 
Sa tau.n . 

, ') )\ '-

nn Ka� t ik �udi 10 9 1 864&5 tc same o r der had been sent to the 
follo wing c ompan ies ; 

( 1 ) 8u1J L a.ar .oal i 'I :w.p& .,.,nd a �b Gr 'J:':fic8 rs and men of the 
Hanuma11dt1wa,j C ompany. 

( 2 )  3'1 jba :::ir� i  H2nd LJ,n'-· i ;-;hr• r oi'i'ic e :;�s c.:.:i d msn cf the 
A? ' un ,ar C omp8.ny . 

2 .  'i.' enu:cial �>rivilG G 

Roj,-3.1 ord: ::- t o thu offJ...c ,.ffS an c.. me n of the :1aya-Gorakh 
" C ompany : .Jo _onp:-7 ns yo.1 rur •a tn on t rw froLt , yo&:i. shall n ot 

be evict. d from yo� Y' ho�c C &G3ads&9 ,rovided you make � he pre s c ribe d 
payments . Lou shall c....ls o ."e'1ain ex2mpt from Jha.ra&9 �)e tL 9 and . " 12£.:�£ obl .igat .ionse. 

Ka.ct ik Sud i  5 9 1 86 5 &. 

•rhc  ,sa::is orde:::· was ::lCnT, on t ho same date t o  tli0 follow ing 
a lso :&-

( 1 ) Uubr� dar =ra1'i .i:1anu0 of tne  Sama:rst,r C ompany . 

( 2 ) Subed2 r P iru Gv.r ,w :; o::· the .rs�anadal C ompany . 

http:Comp8.ny
http:1''-9;.n-,.,.ra
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3. Jlen tgl Jjlc omes 

Roy:::tl order to t he Sirnh2nc.tb C ompany , 
1 ' Rec onf irra :J.ll ot1c.cm ts o f  yo&.:cr j ::.gir l ,J.Ild.J t o  -t ht :, c: ::_.: t i - 1 ---;

cnl tivatcrs if the y provid 3  yo-:.1 ,1 ith l oans at  t he rat e  o :f  
7½  rupe es p er khet&9 a n d  al s o  pay c har dam-theki an d 9"hiukhan e&9 

wh ile you leave f o r  .Kan€ra o Othe�::"w is e-,-ciismis s them and app o int  
s uch c ultivators as are  will in:; t o  ma.l{e t ho s e payments&. W8  
he reby au_thoriz e  you t o  m�lce all o tm0n t s  01� you. r  : 2 .3j_1• l(_-: n cis 
o n  adh iya bas is&. W ith -<:ull as suranc e·&. nake sue t g, c:_; · 5_,y�. 
a ll otments  9 o b tain l oa:1s aL J o t h 2 1n pay:ncnt s 9 an d :'.)r: � 3 o d  t c  
Kangra.&" 

Kartik Ba di 8 9 � 86 5 &. 

On Kartik Sudi 5 9 1 86 5  9 tt:is  orde r  was sent t o  tJF-,  f c l l ow :i� a 
c ompanies also& : -

( 1 ) Durga Bux C o mpany . 

( 2 ) Naya-Sabuj '.::! ompany of Sa i� ai..u1&, 

( 3 )  Rana dal C ompany . 

4 - Allowan c e 3  
I 

On Kartik Sudi 1 9 1 86 5 &, C hA.1 1. tariya B�m Sha ".1 c r d  KaJ i  
Rewanta Kanwar wei1e o rd8 rad t o  paJ' t he men of  t ;10 Si.,.Lauat h  

C ompany an allowan� c o f  4- Y '-lP2 J S  each _pe i� yec-;r frc rn -:.-; - ie r-e ·1,?nuc: �, 
of Kumaun 9 tho t o t al am.oi;..11 t ::i 2 ing 1 3 0-t rup,30s  a yGc:' n  , s c  l ong 
as the y r2mai:n e d  on th .➔ front&. 

T -
J._ J_ 

The same orde r  1v as s en t  on t he sam6 dat e  f or t hr:: follow ing 
c o:r.ipanies als o : &-

( 1 ) D�rga Bux C o�pany o 

( 2) Puran o-Go rakh Co:ip:rny . 

( 3 )  Kart ik Sudi 5 9 1 86 5 � Naya - Gorakh C m1 pany ( Ol d  unit ) .  

I II 

Kartik Sudi 5&9 1 86 5 &: Sardar l'uran Shalli was ordered to 
pay an annual all owan c e  of 4 rupee s eac h t o  the of fi� e rs and 
men of the Bh ima dal C ompany from the reve ,mes of the 'rerai 
r egion of Doti so long as t hey r emained on the front , the t otal 
amo1 mt being 1 304 rupee s  a year . 

http:Sirnh2nc.tb
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IV 

On Ka:i,t ik Sud J  5 9 1 25 "' � Sa.cd:J.r :, .L. ':::m Stahl was o rdere d to 
pay aJ_ l owa11c -: s  a�ount .Ln, ·e r,& .....,-=:  .,. , 5 1 2 ?, \; � h 3  rat 2  of 4 rup2 es  
eac h to "t h<'.,. f ol lo,,., in ::., l .:. :.&::.. _ . 0 :-::•"' i.:&· c o~- � _n i� � "' C  1 ::-ng �s  tl10 y 
remained on tho h.angra .:rnr_ t _ l :1 ,0 ace· , � t ,, ss approp ria t 0 d  
from th e re venw.;s o f  tr.c ' , c1ru i :;o  .... �r it o r.}' o:t  lJo t :i. : -

Amom1 t per ye a.J: 

1 • Sarda-r Iura n 3ha.h i  . . . Rs 6 00 
2 . Aridamar: C ,  ·np2ny . . .  Es 1 , 304 

•3 .  .J irahha d ... n C c  m.pr, :v 0 • ·1..: 1 , 3 04 
a4 - lndr:tda.l C onpan;-;, • .2s 1 , 3 )4 
• , 0r... e, t 9.l H.s 4 , 5 1 2 

5 .  Jhara C onsc riptio� 

Royal orde r  t o  .Ra .1 o � c"' S j I'r.3.ki." ri�&1 .iii&c ans&9 L12s iyaP&9 av&d 
sh iel d-be ,  ring s o l d iers in tLb re �i or �:es t o: t he Bb 0ri rive1 
and oa s t  of the hah21< r l i ! i' 'Cr&� 1 1  £ ·: ,- ; E-X0 nOI'l l.J or dvr&·1 d  t o  
a ccom pany Sa.rdar Puran Sb ,.,- :·i i  s.l o·'1r ; : _:_t h :rc., ;_ 1 ,-·ea_po11 'J � : . d  ,i c i y1 
l(aj i  Amb2.r S i.:nhc::. 'I'hapa OL t,h(  lrcn��&- You '.l.r1;_, ::l.} .J C  cr ,J ? l'C '1  
t o  rem8.in 2.t thCJ p le.c r: . .J l  '-',:; ifie d ' ,, the Ka&· i L.... d d o  ,. ·Lat i s  
nec es sa ry .  An y  on 1 w h o  6.oe.s ::1o t  1rovicle ,Tha. rs. '3 e�vi, � e s  ln 
this manner w ill b e  s everely p·.1nishe d .&" 

Kart ik Badi 8, 'i 9 65&. 

T he Darshan-Bhet L� 

1 • Collection of Darshan-Bhe t 1<'rom the  Purano - Srinath Anc: 
Other C ompanies . 

2. C ollec tion of  .ua1·s han-I2het L .:" r r'rorr:. thG 3 ·-:bu j �, r, d o tt..&. ::.� ·; o � ., ,... i � -

3. C o llec t i on of Da:rDl1an-.1.Jhe t Levy .'..i'rom. .LJ2wly-Fce c r J. it 2 1l r" ->u,y c:.ni2 .3&. 

4 .  Dars han-Bhet Re venues .Fron, Pal pa&. 

5. Payment of Al l owanc es Wi +,: . D� rs i-1an-Bhe t Re · rer,usE  in "i: unaur1&. 

6 . Payment of D'.:aha in .All owr:ir_ ; s �\ i 1;h  Ja r 5 h an-- ,het .1.Gvori ,1 :; S &. 

7 . Payment of r..hm'e. E1ac l-;,_11,en t s  VJ i �r:: Darshan-.,jhe t :e·•n=?n v.es&. 

http:e��n=?nv.es
http:a�ount.Ln
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1 • C o lle c t i.on of Darsh&n&-Bt. Ec t  Levv ;ro m,2'.1:c,;:�1JQ;-:[:£j_ .. z:1a_tt. ...l-�, cL Othe..r: 
Q ompan ies 

On Kartik Rs. di 6 9 1 86 2  t he foll ow ing c cmpan i es were OTdered  p 

to pay the da .rshan-bh e t l e v·y 2.t t i:.e follow i.'1. g  rate s and 
transmit the pro c e e ds t c  t r:e  c cm t ral t .:..0 eas ury � -

1 • P1;,rano-5rinat h C ompany . 

2 . Khas C ompa.viy � 

3 . Devidnt ta C ompany. 

4 .  Srimeh2..r C ompany . 

5 .  Kal idat ta C ompany . 

6 .  Durga bux C ompany . 

7 . Shardul Jung C o mpany&. 

8 . Shumshe re C ompany&. 

9 . Batukdal C ompany&. 

1 0 . Gurubux C ompany . 

1 1 &. Ran as er Company . 

1 2 . Biradal C ompany . 

1 3 • Bha ira va dal C ompany . 

14&. Sha t rumardan C ompany . 

1 5 .  B irabha dra Jung C ompany . 

Rates of The Dars i1ar:.-BLe t L�:LY: 

Newly-re c ruit e d  Jama dar 9 

It • . � � Ma ,jor 9 Aj itan 9 Ko t e  ( :31ank ) 
Reconfirme d , do. do. 
Newly-rec ru ited Soldie rs . . . .  :as 4 . 

• 0 0 0Rec onf irme d , do . RF 1 • 
Newly-rec ruit e d  o t her  ranks 
( la j ima ) ')

• •  .a • Rs L o 

IllReconfirrr..e d ,  do&. ,. • � E igh t annas&. 

The fee of one rupee paid t o  the Suh e dar was ab c.,l ishe d . 

Kctrtik Ba di 6 9 1 86 2 
RRC&9 Vol&. 1 9 &9 3 1 &3 

http:Collecti.on
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C ompanies 
2 .  Q__ollection of Inrshan-Bhet Levy From the Sabuj and Other 

A similar order was s ,.::nt tc  the following com.panies on the 
same day ( Y,._artik Badj_ 6 9 ·1 862 )  � 

1 . Sa1:iuj C ompany . 

2 . Bhairavadal C ompany. 

3 . Srijung Caompany . 

4 .  Srinath Companya. 

5 .  Aridaman Companya. 

6 . Srinarasimhadal C ompa�y . 

7 .  Shivadal C ompany . 

8. Ganeshdal C oL1.pany . 

9 . Durgabhanjan C om:p8Jly . 

1 0 . Narsaimhabux Co�pany . 

1 1a. Sirr..habikram Company . 

1 2 a. Narasaimhadal C ompanya. 

1 3 . Indradal Company . 

1 4 .  Bhirn.a bikram Compnny . 

1 5 .  Juddhabhairav C ompanya. 

1 6 . Arj unban C ompanya. 

1 7 . Ramban Companya. 

1 8 . Khalakaj it C ompany . 

1 9 . Jabarjung C ompany • 

. 20a. Dalamardan C ompany . 

2 1  • Hanumandhwaj C ompanya. 

22a. Baj radal Companya. 

23 . Taradal C ompany . 

24 . Shivadal Company . 

25 Ranaadal C ompany . 

26a. Kaliju11g Company . 

27a. Ambardal Companya. 

hartik Badi 6 9 1 862  
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C o llection of It: rshan- .:Jhc: t _kv1y from l\ew l y Re c ru i t e d� C ompanies 

On the same day ( Kartik ED.di 6 9 1 86 2 &) 9 B ishI?aJrr Khatri was 
ordered to c ollect the darshan-bhe t levy at th e _presc ribe d 
rate s from c ompan ie s  .it1 i (.; 1' ha d been re c �·uit e d  with lands 
c on f is ca t G d  by i1 i m &9 and ht1 n d  over the pro c e e ds to off i cials 
of the c en t ral t roasury . 

A C '.Z. , -- 1 4 RR-, V0 .1-
7 

I P:Pi. .,/ 1 ) -l� Li , . J 7 • 

Darshan-Bhe t "3.evenue s _?rorg__],J,j.,Ea 

I 

On Kartik Sudi 5 ,  1 86 5 &9 a svm of  5 28 rupe es was cre dit ed 
to the 'f o sakhana 'l' reasury as dR rsllan-,l}j1 8t levy c ollecte d 
from e ight o ffic ers each  of the foll cu ing c ompanie s  s t a t i oned 
in Falpa duri..."'1.g the pa j un i_ f0r the Vikrama yea r 1 86 6 9 by
Kaj i .:'"mbar SiL,ha 'r hapa : 

• •  o .:1 • Bhima ½ikrarn C omPany _i�S 4 8  
( 40 Laskari rupees  an d 

8 s j lve � mohar rupees ) . 

2 .  Na rs ingh Bux C ompany Rs 48 ( do ) .  

·3 . S imhe.. B 5 kraru C ompa.ny .Rs 48 ( do ) . 

4 . In dra dal C ompany Rs 48 ( do ) . 

5 .  Sh iva dal Company Rs 48 
( 4  ma j ha gol d mohars ; 
Rs 4 2 � 6 Laskari rupees&) .  

6 .  Bhairav C ompany • 0 •  •  Rs 48 ( do ) .  

7 .  Taradal C ompany Rs 48 ( do ) . 

8 . Sabuj C ompany • • . •  

Rs 

Rs 48 
( 2  maj ta gold nohars&; 

2 1  � 27 Laskari_ rupee s )  

9 . Durgabhan j an C ompany • • &• .  Rs 48 
( 40 L'-'sk2ri RupP.es&9 8 s ilve r 
mohar rupe 0 s &) . 

1 0. Simha dal Company Rs 48  (· do ) . 

1 1 • Ranadal C ompany • . • •  Rs 48 
( 3 5 Laskari rupees&, 1 3  

:::l ilve rmoh2.r rupe e s ) . 

During t he :!?a i an i  9 Ke i:s r S imha T hapa ·was repls.c e d  by Sardar 
Shatrushal 2.s Comrian de r of tho tfr1ima Bikram C (1 mpany . 
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,,Sardar ThahJ.1.£. vn,s app< -·e,--:te e_ :l Y1 pJ a::: c ::: .:; <..---.t-f-�Y· c- ;_1cc c e:L 
as C om.mander of the l�a:;_�s in� Bu x ,: omr,c111"e. 

Subedar Balwant Raika was replac ed  by Ram1.1 Khadka 
for the Simha Bikram C ompanye. 

The following officers were rec onf irmed in their pos ts : 

( 1 ) Sardar Ranagunj Shahi of  the Ind:c�ada.l C ompany • 

( 3 )  Sube dar Sangad of t:1 e  .:Jriaira 1 C; omr, :�ny 

( 4 ) Sube dar Dalasur of the Taradal C ompany 

( 5 ) Kaj Bakhtwar Simha Thapa cf  the Sabuj C ompany 

( 6 ) Sube dar Jayanta Snahi of the Durga Bh&nj aa. C ompany 

( 7 ) Subedar Manya ,rha:pa of the J'i:2rsing i.B,l C omr.,any 

( 8 )  Subedar Nars ing Basnya+; of Jche Ra:i.12.dal J o�npan.}e. 

Kart ik Sudi 5 ,  1 865e. 

I I  

On Falgun Badi 30 ; 1 869e, 2- rece ipt was issued  under the r0yal 
s eal f or Rs 4005  transmit ted  t c  the 'l'osaknan>?, '!:rec.sv.ry by '} .;!"0 _�a1 
Ambar Simha Thapa of Palpa throl.-.gh 8ube dar Basucle,e· :i:,.h--1Ch:a. :? 3.1 -'-; ic 1, �· . .  
were as follows : 

For the Vikrama Year 1 869 

1 .  Sabu.j Paltan 

1 80 Sipahis Rs 7 2 0  

5 3  Laj ima Rs � 06 

Total 

2 .  Shardul Jung C ompan Y. 

Rs 1 5 0 less Rs 6½ spent on 
new c olors Rs 1 43½ 

3 .  Taradal C omnanv 

Rs 1 98 less Rs 6¼ QO . Rs 1 9 '1 ½ 

4 . Nars ingh Bux C om"Qan_y 

44 Sipahi Rs 1 76 

1 5  Laj ima R2 30 

T otal Rs 206 

http:throl.-.gh
http:rec.sv.ry
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39 Sipal1i  

1 1  Laj ima and 1 nisan 

Total 

6 . Ranas ingh QomPaQY 

37 Sipahi 

1 4  Lajeima 

To tal 

7 . Bhima Bile ram C ompa:q_;,: 

75 Sipa.hi 

Laj im.ae9 inc l udil:g 1 nis&n 

l'otal 

8 • S imha B ikram C omp '.:ill.'� 

4 1  Sipahi 

1 8  Laj ima 

To\;al 

9 .  Ganeshdal C ompany 

40 Sipahi 

1 3  Laj ima 
T otal 

1 0 . Indradal C omPany 

83 Sipahi 

2 5  Kaj im.a 9 including 2 nisan 

Total 

1 1 .  Shivadal C cmp�11.Y: 

9 5  Sipahi 

30 Laj ima 9 in.eluding 1 nisan 

T otal 

Gr2nd rotal 

Rs 1 5 6 

Rs 32  

Rs 1 88 

Rs 2D 

Rs 300 

Rs 1 6 4 

Rs 36  

Rs 2 80 

Rs 1 6 ) 

Rs 25 

Rs 54 

Rs 380 

Rs 64 

R2444 

Rs 3 30 ·1 



I f  now the 

4005 

9 :  

1 .  Sabuj Paltan ( Jamadar 11 • 1,Iaj ore, 
Ko tee, e tc ) Rs 1 76 

2 ,  Sub edar 13'3.eSuctev Kha lka o f  
Shi vaaal � :-r·�a:-:y Rs 56  

:>e. ,=.-✓. u  � d2.r _ ir t,bhan; :in Bc�·n c. of  
i' 3..>:'ac' al C. om:rJany Rs 64 

4 . Sube dar Bhimsen of 3he,rd,l l Jung 
C ompany Rs 48 

5 .,  Sube dar J2.yanta Shahi of Bhii-:i 3ikram 
C; ompany Rs 5 6  

6 .  R1.1bya Thapa of Rana s ir�gh C cmr,a:!'.ly Rs 56  

7 .  Sa.cda.r Sangat of lJars ingh Bux 
C ompany Rs 64 

8 . Subedar Bishnu Simha Thapa 
of Nars ingdal C ompany Rs 64 

9 . Sube dar Krishna Simha Thapa of 
Simha Bikram C o�p2ny Rs 64 

1 0 . SRrdar Jagadeo Bhan dari of  Indradal 
C ompany Rs 5 6  

GraLd Total Rs 704 

For +,he Vikram Year 1 86 9  Rs 3301 

F o r  "t h o  V i1.-cram Yeul'' 1 870  Rs 704 

Rs 

I'.RC 9 Vo l .  39 9 pp . 524-26e. 

5 .  Payment of  Allowances  1-Ti th Darsho.n-Bhe t ReveLues in Kumaun 

T 

Royc.1 order to  Chautfl:ri:ra B alli  Shah : "We have rec eive d  
the foll owing repc.,rt : l'he c :1autariya h2.s  sent  men t o  c olle ct  
the darshan-bhe t  levy from che  Jwaladal C ompany of  Dullu .. 
Dailekh , the  Ranashardul C ompany of Jaj arkot , t he Ranabam 
c ompany o f  Baj hang-naj ':.rra , and the Nain• Bux , Ranajung , and 
Ripumardan C ompanies of  Achham . However , these c ompanies  have 
aow reache �  the fronte. rupees hasHardly 1 0  rupees or 1 5  
been c oll e c ted  in the ir Jagir of 200 rupeese. 
d.arshan-bhet lev:v is c olle c t e d  from them , they will 
no money lef-'.; for fo od  during the s iEg, e of Kan gra . 

have 
11  

http:Ccmr,a:!'.ly
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"W ith effec t from t h e  Vikrama year 1 86 3 9 thereforee9 we 
have orde red  that rever:u.e from the darshan-bhe t levy c olle c ted 
from the three  c ompan i :;s shall be us e d.  to  pay them allowances 
iuring the Jerio d ,;rhen t h 2y are engaged in the  :K2,ngra c2.mpaign .. 
You. are ac c o r·di.'Y16ly C)TC1e r e d.  n o t  c o  de:nand the  dar:3han-"bhe t 
le vey fror.i them .&' ' 

Jes tha Sudi 1 5 &9 1 864  

RRCe9 Vole. 20 9 p .  398 . 

II  

Royal or·de::.--· t o  tr 2 ::::, -:.b 2 da r &9 Ja m2.dars&9 lila 1 or;:ae# Aj itans � 
Ko <; es  9 Hu.ddaP s and. .s o i d:Le&rs of the  Hip; 1 rnardan C oi pany of 
Achham&: 1 1 W i·c h effec t from the Vi], rama yes.r ·1&86 3 9 dB:rs na:ri
bhe t revenue c ollec t ed from the n ewly-re cr�ite d  personnel 
ofthat C ompany has bs9n as s ign e d for pa,ymen t of th e ir allowan c e s  
Cbha.11§ )  9 s o  l ong as it i .J  e ngage d in the  Kangra cn;.i'lpa ign&. 

Je s tha Su �i 1 5 , 1 86 4  

RRC 9 Vol . 20 7 p . 397 . 

The same order i.-ras sent on ·c he  same da t e  to  th e 
foll o,v ing compan ies als c � -

( 1 ) :� 2. ina B·,1x C ompe.!:ty of  Ac hl1am o  

( 3 ) Ranabam C 0rnr a.ny ·)f Ba j hang-:3a j ura . 

( 4) Jwaladal C ompany of Dul li J.&- Da:i le kh . 

( 5 )  Rana jung C ompany of Ac hham&. 

( 6 )  Hle c c hkiakalb.nala C or;1pany o f  Kumaun&. 

( 7 ) Nan da Bux C ompany of Ku_maun&. 

( 8 )  Devi Bux C ompany o f  Kumaun. 

( 9 ) Gauri J:3u .x C ompan: of Kumaun&. 

( 1 0 )  Shumshere Jung C ompar:.y of Kumaun&. 

( 1 'l ) Jwaladal C ompany o f  Kumaune. 

( 1 2 )  Shyamdal C ompany of Lumaune. 

( 1 3) Chandannath C ompany of Jumla&. 

( 1 4 ) No ya Go rakh C ompany. 

Jes tha Su d �  1 5 &9 1 864 

11.RC 9 Vol. �o 9 pp O 397-4 00 . 



to ok over the admin i.::nra t ion 

Baha dur Shah died  w·hilo s � i.1::. in c.e ·e, er. t ion .  

9 3  

6 .  J?ayment o f  Das11a in .hl , m. anc e s  '&_i..t._h__j.)&rshan-Bhet 1le venues 

On I✓iarga Ba di 30&, 1 86 8 9 ,:3ube 1ar Benn Pande was ordered 
t o pay all owanc e s  to th e .tianuman Dhv, aj C o.npany as - f ol l ows 
for the two D2. 2ha i_n :e .J t i 7als i:'li t h  t he rroc o eds of the Darshan
Bhet  l e vy collec t e d  fro� that c omr�r y :  

Thul o - .JJJ.S riain 

Chai t ra Da3hain 6 .1."J JJees&. 

7 .  Payment of k.huwa Emolume11 cs  \.J i  t h  Darshc....n-Bhe t Revenues 

From Ka j i R.c1nc1 dhFaj Thatq ·..:n d  .r-..b.aj 2.nch i l; d.a.1a Giri  
t o  Sube d2.r Han.samc:.ni : " Y ou a _�e .:e re by ordere d t c  pay cne  
short fall iri t�e R..:. LJ.W,. e m· l imen c ._  o f  the  S ri Dalam3.rdan 
C onpan:y 9 amoun t ing t o &- 9 2  ruyees&9 w ith ': he Da rs ha."'1 - -l3r e t  levy 

1 86 9. 1 1c o ll ec t e d  from tha t c ompany f o &' the Vikrama ye"'.r 

Marga S1 ,.di  1 4 9 1 868 . 

By 
Eahe sh ::..� • Regmi 

Pub l ished informat ion about Bahadu r  Shah&9 a s 0.:1 of Kil;.g 
Pri thvi Narayan Shah and '')ro ther ·  of King Pratap S imho. She.h&9 is 
summarized below : -

Baha dur Sbah becr.:.me C haut2riyc. - Regent for h is n e pti 2•,T , KiEz 
Baha dur Shah 9 in Augus t 1 785. He rerm:>.ine d in t hE' t  �ost , · 1t i.L I1�:1y 
1 794 , when King Ran Bah2dur Shah 9 w11 0  had alrea dy 0 o::i1= of" 

3':..-h3.du _ ·  
age&, 

Shah 
t hesub se quen tly reques t e d  

pe rmission to vis it C h in2.&. 
B�hadur Shah s ent a 

:1 is OilL hs.11. r1 s .· 1 
C hines e auth o rit i e s  -L.J. T :i be -;;  t or 

In April 1 797 ( Ba isakh JJa di 1 854  
rr.is :: ior. :Ghasa 

. 
t oKing Ran un de r  t ho lea de rsh p 

of :Ka.i i Sarva j it ic:mde& t o  exflC. L'1 BahP,dur Shat ' s 1 ' c rimo s &1 1 t o  t he _
C h ine se au thorit ie s .  He 2.:=..s o  s e ems to hc.ve pl2c e d  Raha dur Shah 

mon&vhs la '· e r 9 in. J·,111e 1 797 ( As ti:..1. dh 1 85 4 ) &s in de ·cen tion . 'rhree  

http:hs.11.r1
http:becr.:.me
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1 c 1.i1 ranc is .t-Iamilton � At1 -�c ,�_Q.u::c t _ of tl1e h.:hn
7

doin ...Q.:f Ne,12.al 9 Ne w 
:::Jslhi � Aan:: usri :2i;_,Jlis�·de6 �01.;se 1· 1 97" \ rer)r:u1 t of 1 81 9 ed . ) , 
}) c 250i. 

2 o . L'3 l; �10S G  9 -2 0�-l� ·::� r � C :�... 1.-;:;;_ _j_·or - �")·, _ _ _  v5_vs- . l ¢ ;j ODt 1)clY � ()x�·io1�d� (t 

:_;;-,:.i_vers:Lty ..:'Y2ssi, '1-97'!i, : f·i, 7'ii- -'/2i. 

1.]:he 2ccom1ts contained in i,he work3 c ited E:,bove do no c giva 
any inf'ormr .t ion nbout &.ho.dur [31 c:-.h du i:·ing --ci.1e three-year period from 
Nay 1 794 to Junie 1 797 ,  

Some information 
is givon :1elow : 

in tl'lis 1_•egardi9 based on unpubliished sourcesi, 

I 

?ivc uon ths after :B2hndur ::,. ·, J.h 1 s d5 smiss2. l ( on Bhn,drE'. 31 • rU 1 1  � 
1 85 1 ) , -r.an Ba.11<".di.:cr crdero d that a SHID of RD 75 9 46 6  9 �,r :1.lch he t · c: lcn1n�6. 
to tho goverTiment during the 1 C-yoar pe�iod of his rPg�ncy be re pa id 
frm,1 +;he rGvenues of Lorang . 

II 

;:3'.)mc t Lrr�� in the -,ik:r2ma y,-<=, r 1 8:52 ( A , D. 1 795 ) 9 a lfo,;,J2li mission 
1ect by }(ai�i No.rs :>1gh Gcffl'TIi· v_-;_:, itc t  C J- iff•· ncc ,) :;:•d-iv:tco- to .:1::.·rm1ge1ue::::ts 
mesde nfte :· the conclu_sion of tl--:. ,c' ;.-JepalJ:ti:J.n v.-L'..r of 1 7:Yi _c 2i. Banu.dur 
:J11nh E'ont 602½ - tols.s of coral along with tl::e mission for .::.al3 in 
Chin2. o.nd p:.:i. .cchase othe::." go ods with tne r:iroce e ds ·, 

II I 

For the Vikc0a1n2 yee.r 1 G:,;2 � -;:,'.l.1--:.z.;,d._-:.::.� Shn:1 wr,s a.p.'.:",oir :c:.;d Ju· •odc;.1 •  
iE the va.s snl stc�te of Jaj -,.:,•:ot .L.1. t}·w · . cstern hill region . 'l'he 
appo intment W,J,S not renewed for the 1rikram2 yoa.r 1 854 . 

IV 

It se,..,ms to have been d.,.1.ri:'cP t1 o 'likr2.mn. year 1 65 3 i9 w11en -�"}nn& r\ur 
Shc=:.h had n o offic ial ass igrnhant � -:�c' t ,18 en-t ,3red · :: .. n to c or·esi.t�ondenc e 
Hith the Chinese a . , thOl"itj_es j_n Ihc...Ja . 

V 

Three important events occ- �r�od i n the month of Baisa�� 1 854 :a-

( ,.. \ Line; 1:ar: :Hah8.d.;J.l" s ent a mis 8 lon to Lh&sa Utl fi_er the loa ,�crsh5.va. J 
of La .4 J_ S:·rvaj ic lc:u,de to exDi.2. in Bnh2.dnY' She.h · s • i c rimP-8 ' ;  
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( b ) He re ap:r;o in -ce d .1..,C,.• .:J  d.lL•_' 8rir-.h ris  Sube d ::tr  in Jr, j arkot&. 

( c )  Tiahadur s:1<-:h F 0. s  o.r:i.,G S  c e d  ,1:n d pl2.c e d  in de t ent ion , 

\ I  

( 2 ;  l'he 11on c y  an d. go o ds '_:-9 J_ O!'�gin g  t o  nim t not the  Ne po. l i  mis sion 
br.Jugh t  bac k froIT'. China v1 e .,_'e cre dite d t o  the royal treasury on 
Shrc.1·r1.n '82. d i  3 9 1 85 4 &. 

Or;. Jhr ... '. an £d:i 1 2  � 1 85 5 &. Jc.1.;;2. r  L. .u12. 1.-rs.2  3. P  :J o ir- t E: d  ;S  S 1 1 •1e  �ar 
v_: J � ·) --' l'I O '.� i.:'l p::i..r>C&.: o::· :Jc, lk:. :lur �h1--:h&. 

n" �c:,Y'::i_  Orde r t o  0-ibb,7. Z c r'-' .J.r ICrinFas of  ho ran g Rego.:;. ding Repaymen·� 
c f  Lo8: 1s ·c o B...no.d .. tr .::l , 2.r� 9 1 1 .Bh1:'.&dr--- S 1 , c...i 1 1  9 1 85 1 &. In  -�his do c umen t 9 

:!i 1v -{,111 Bah':1.. d' L' ref P rs t o  B2.L,:,.Jur 3h2.h as ; ; unc le "&. R3_z· ti  llesearch 

• E.0 1::..l Oc..'d8 1' "�9 t�:-:-rr;_in� Rec. p--o o in ·,�r·· e l.c-i., o.: .J .... h0. du.r Sho.h 3. S  Subedar 
::.JJ. , i :1 �1'-o t · 9 _8,:: is � Jr.cl. .bC. di. � 5 'i 851' . Re.Q. )  .. £�C.Sec..t_,c h  C ol�oc tj_OJh 
.·o l .  2 5 , p .  424&. 

: ·'cj c e i ,✓ t fn:c' "on ey 2.n 6_ u-o o u.s Be2- on�ing t o  -,a h n dur Shah Brought 
,· y l\J n[->. J  -;_ Hi8s io1:. + o  C1 illa ,.e,_ o r0 d 'Jy ...\£' j i Nars ingh Gurung 1 

• 9 Sh::.'awan 
p, . ,  '5&9 H]5 4  . &.}e.::,.01:i_ ·12...§_�r.rc�h C olle c tj&on 9 Vol . 2 5 , pp . L:) 5 5 - 5 6 . 

,..,. ' R .Jr.l  OrQ .: ,.' ile §,rd in. Ap: o in tmen t o f  �r ";.">2'r La.ma as  Subedar 
-; v ,i c j .:..�'L)&c 1

9 d r &rcc'JE.�1 Ba cii 1 2 � 1 83 5 , Re_£'_: i Hes oesrc h C ollec tion 
• -vJ  < 62 ? l p . 44-46 • 

-lo. * &**** 

T he Umra 
By

Mahes h c . Regmi 

I n I!lc'.ny parts o f  t he hill rr 5i on ,  pre-Gork ha.li rul ers had 
ob tained t he ir f ig hting me n t hro ugh l o c al f unctio naries known as 
U:nra. 1' he Umra was as s i gne d ri ce-fiel ds and ho mes t e ads under Jagir 
t enure with t he ob ligat ion of mt bil izing a s pe c i f ied number o f 
armed f i ght ing me n  whenever called upo n t o d o  s o. T he Go rk halis 
c o nt i nued t he Umra sys tem as a supplement to their s t andi ng army. 
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I n  179 3 ,Kj_rkp a i- .i"i. ck de s cribed  t he Umra , o r  Omra h &, as he spe lt 
it , 'as ' ' Co mmander o f  8 mil ita!'y pos t " >  and hi s fun ct ions as follows :  

T he ir gar r is o ns ar e :; nief ly c o mpo se d of troops raise d  o • • • • 

':3 nd f o rmed ty t hemsel vef3 . •  , . , '.[' he y ha.,.,e l ands as signed trrnm 
fer  th, , s upp e r[; of  themticlveF and r:..e n • . &. , . • T he ir arms 
c o nsi s t  o f  mat chl ocks&, oro ·,·,cl--swcrds ; b c, ,:,:s , 2 nd ar :::-o ws , 

. and t he ir class ts det1:::r ,:i::. �-: -c:. d  1:iy t he rnrr,b er of Lo hr-as&, 
.or s words ,  whic h  t h9y must er . . . . . T he i r res r,e ct ive fo rces 
are �-se ne r a.l ly c 0 ;npcs e d  o f  -!;he i r  own :d ns rne n .  

A fe w  ex amples may be illumi nati ::.1.g : I n  August 1 79 3 , Ranad hwaj 
S hahi and H ar ib hakta S hah i , w ho were ass igned t he thum of N arj a in 
Nu,-1 akot d.istri ct&, al ong w i th 1 6  khe ts of ri ce-f ields as j agir , were 
pl aced unde r the ob l ig2.tio n o f  e qu ippi ng 1 0  men wit }1  t he khu nd a , 
8 men with bows and srro ws&, and 2 me n with muske ts . On . t he sa me 
,i ::3.y , furnn S h.a.h i was rep laced by .t-J ahar G-unmg as Umr a in t he 
B ale wa ar e a  vf Gorkha. T he post e:::1t ail ed t he o bligat io n  o f  
e qu ipping 1 1  men with t he khunda . and an e q1..:al number w1t h  1- o ws 
and ar ro ws&. 

I n  :�ugus t 1 797 , Yud histhir T haP8 W3.S ap poi nte d as Umr a i n  
sindhr.l i&, with half o f  that ter ri tory , including 2 5  khe ts o f  ri ce
f iel ds&, as his ,j agir&. E i s dutie s were as f:::;llows : 

s2t t le · your k insme n in that t er rit o ry and gu ard t he 
fo r-t- 1:...s s igne d t o  you . I n  t imes of war , j o in the regular 
tro ops along with t he pre s crib :::d number of fi ghti ng men . 
Repair- ri ce-fi el ds and irrigation � :b. annels in t he thum 
t hro u gh the J hara l ab o r  o f  peopl e  living in t he terri to ry 
c1.nder your j ur isd ic t ion . On t he o c casion o f  t he D as hain 
fest:i.vp.l , supply 2 5  ar ro ws f o r  e ach  khe t  o f  ri ce-f iel ds hel d  
b y  you c1s j agir -1 making a to tal o f  7 5 0  arro w.J , t o  the 
i.apard al' c f  t he Royal House h old&. 

Often t he rate wa s fi xe d at 30 ar ro ws fo r eac h  k het . I n s ome 
cas es&, however , t he cb liga t i o n  t u  sup ply arro ws was �ut ed to a 
cas h p::1yment a t  t he ra te  o f  one rup9 e f0 r e ach arrow , mak ing a total 
pqyme nt o f  2 5  t ::. 30 rupee s fo r e a c h  khe t . 

. �r he app oi ntment n f  Urnras was s ub j e c t t o  re confirma t io n  eve ry 
y0 ar .  1i.s Kirkpatri ck not ed&� 1 1 T he y  are never allowe d  t o  remai.n a 
lo ng t ime t o gether in t he command of the s ame plac e , b e ing rel ieved 

, fo r t he mo3 t  part ye 2rly .&" A fe e  ranging -between 1 · and 3 rupe es for 
-- · s�c h  ·: khe t c. f ri ce- field as signe d . t o  , t he Umr a . as j a,gir was c h 2.r ge d 

i n  c onside r at ion o f  ap point mer:t er re confi rma t ion e very ye ar . 

Kirkp atr i ck -als o ob served t h.::1t , "almost al l t he fo rt res s e s  in 
the  Nepaul · terr it o ries are • • •  c c -"'-illlande d by an o·mrah&1 1  , "- alt hough 
the s ys tem appe ars i;;c have b ee n  co nfined t o  t he hil l  re gion. I t  - i s  
;_1o t p D ssibl e in t ha Pres c!nt state of' our know ledge t o  haz ard an 
es timate _  c.� f _ t he S i za -= -o f t he irre gular t:ro ops mob ilized t hru ugh 
"thE: Umr e. s ystem in t ha Go rk.hai i army . ._One can o nly agree wi t h  
E.irkpatri ck 1 s obs e rvation t hn t  " T he y  must be pr etty numerou s. 11 

I.n h is wo rds : 
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I can fo rm no pr ecise j udgment o f  t he amount o f  t he 
irragular mil itia enro l le d  under the Om.rahs ;  but  
considering t he immense tre ct o f  co untry over  w hi ch thes e 
officers are distributed , th0 greut number of  hot es ,  or 
cas tle s , t hey o c cupy , -- and .� he ve ry re cent sub j  ugat i·J n of  
t he anc ient proprie t ors �- f t h.:::se  pcs ·�s , i t  i.3  rc ss cnab le  t o  
sup p o se t hat t hey mvist b e  pr�tty n�merous . 

I t  will indee d  b s  no exagg�rat ic n t o  scy t hat �hese ir rv gul �r 
for ces pl ayed an important part i n  mi lit ary s cti vi t y  en  t he we s tern 
fro nt . I n  January 1 7 9 3 , fo r o xamplei, when � ar S hah was app o inted  
subba  of k.umaun , t h0 Umras 0f  sever al thurns in t he hill  region  wes 'i  
o f  Kat hmandu were o rdered t o  j oin him there along wit h t heir me n • .  
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( Cv nt i nuv .:::: fr or-· t h s  :,1ey 1 988 iss ue ) 

G :n-�{ h i..:: l i  w as t ba c, f fi c ial l cn gi... c:: gl.?- c ur in g  the p e ri od of 
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•:: Vi c:cn ::;e t hLt any pe -rso n  b o l :.,r1ging to R.umaun or GPrhvF1l ev 3r w ro t e  
sny l e t t e r  n r  r.ia nus"cr ipt i n  t ri , ; G-c,rk hs. li langu2.ge". 

T he re if3 als o  D --J 0 v i (  e n cv t h: t t he Cfo rk. hu.J. i s  a s t n ol iS hGd o r 
ai d,.;c r• ny -� c.:hn o l  o r  ho s::iit al i L  Gr, r hw Rl . T he  state  ma6e no &rr ang:.::me nt s 
f or t h J t r  : 2 tmf:., nt o f  3v  �n mino r C i S 3 9.S e s  • 

. Al thc"J u.gh t h-.J Go rkhali r ul � ..ts pe i c  no e tt Gnt io n t o  t he phy sic al 
wc J_l- ba i ng o :f  t h ✓ ir s ub j  G ets 9 t he:y had g rf; [�-..:; cA.re for t h: ir s pir itual ✓ 

b J is s .  ..:iln2.r ;:; 1.rc:h.::; 'f hapt>  r s.., .P -:.i :!.' .J c + h0 t emp.le a t  B ho.i ropati and 
c\... ns tr u c t 0 c:  c. ternp:i.s 0. t Gan r·_i t ri" . P� . cn:u1p .?n i 1 s 1 - , t te r  s hows t hat 
t he .K.ing of Ncpr l hr c� u uil t r, gL:-.. a s t- ho u se !:-m d g hc! t s  at Hci rc.wc:r , en d  
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1a lso  rep:1i r1:;: c  a brid gei. Barr. 0hah aLc. Rue rE vir S hr h  bu.il t guas t
h')us;: s on pi lgri:nc:.gc rcut (  s .  ':..' h '  �,in :}=' 0 f  l, 8 pa:_ ·8 nc ow ,, c:  l anes 
�::, 5ut t for � cJ:-... p]_ c3  1 :-s 1; ;.; :i._2. �s f·  r s�1,r,artas , •·1 h � 1,o fo oC::.  was 
provi 6 ..., L'. t o  pL,. c�rimsi. 'J' h� 1..,c.,rk:.i.: :; l r ul c,rs Wv r0 2s vr. gGr  t )  0 xplo i t 
t hei r sub�i1:.. ct s 2..s muc h  es  puS S i � l �.., i.i.1 t his w c rlL- f as t bj;;; y  we re to  
en sure their pea ce anc. li oer8.t ._, n in  t h-.:: n ext wc,:rld_ . 

T h0 Go rk hal is pn.id lit tlo rtt: 1�t ion to t he  rGpr.ir anc. mP ;i.nt enc:mce 
of  the exist ing tighw, ys in Gr:-.. rhv:2..l , bo c2us c.: t hey could mo ve 
thr ough pr0 cinit s ·.1s  t er r2i n 2.ik J  s t  . .3p  or  guE.tSi. I mport cmt routes 
whi ch fel l i r1 t 1  e s t ·:::.t8 o:C clis r'""pc. ir  " .  U!'ing t �1e per io c1 n .f Gn rkhali 
rul"-' incluc.7 C u.  th0 1� aj ib<=:b [ .c-S ri n�5nr rou to , thG  Iv , tc,w [ r- DG nr�: r'...mt ai, 
c nd t hG Dc hra- Gs.r:go t ri rcutoi. 

The mil i  tr:.r;r ro ar::.  w,  .. s t  o f  Lr t h:n�( u crc s s e c  t he .l\.3l i river 
naar Br2hnede o-Ilinnc. i 2..nC. roa chL-Li  .1 .. lmo re.i. I t  was l ater ex tenC::. .Jd 
t o  Srinngar 2nd Gurudwerc: ( Dehrr>c. un )i. T he ro1:1d waS. co nstru cted 
t hroug h the fo reed 1 qbo r of th0 2. o cFil vill agersi. Beyr; nc. S rin2.gAr , 
t he roec cro ss � c  the S eng rive r in t he Deon Vc..l ley at J.st h�l , tho 
s i tE: o f  t ha fame us G'. J rkhc: 2. i  fort o f  N .0l f'lpnnii. I t  the r..  pe sS,3 c". t hrough 
D.J hr-,:c. .) r  Gurudw ar P  enc. crc.ss 0c. th0 ,hnlfw river . ·r nere wore s ,:;v-:-,r al 
c ust orus posts  c n tha rop e , in cluL. ine ono 2t K2ls i on thu c onflue nce  
of  1,h� JP.munf' and T •--:ins ri verc:: , "' ey onl,. l'�.als i .  t hr.; _ _:re a c  p � s s ::: (  thr,,ugh  
Js..ayc·r r E:d r1on 2nd reP c h.:; c! .fl., r, ;ir::1,. .  7c.rt3  h ·, d  b aen  c r  nstruct0 c:  at bo th 
b..<J.lSi 8DC::. !rnhEr ni. 'T h;.;. r C [ t: t hi.- n  p rss ·:: a t hr ug l:J n C hi r  for0 st and 
ra a che ..:3olEtSpur o n  t h0 b anks c, f  i he S u.tlo j river -:--Tho•ro w ere 
fo rt s o. t Jat hoh , s2.b nthu , Ark:i. , Haln.u n , Fmc .o l:  luispur r s  1•:a ll . 

I t w2s t hr ou.gh t t  i.'.i r() , c� t hF<1 ,  t �1c G- , rkh8. li t ro ops  mr r c he:. 
f r0□ 1'- ·.i t hrnendu. t c  t h2 c.: c  nqu0 r�- c cer:: i tcr iu s  i n  t he sutlo j :-e gion . 
l' h2 r,urni., d r  of  (., ; r1 n, li tr , O p E· in  1:rn1. ":.Un , G�rhw�l , Dvo n , ::>.nd ;:i irm.ur 
w 0 s sc s m2ll that; t ha v  co l e  h� r\., ::;_y fn ct:? n. l'<.., belli m b y  t he  l o cnl 
p0 cpl1.:::i. B ut the c c,nstr.r;t mo·1-.;:; m�' nt J f  li-orkhnli tr uops al ong this  
route created a s tr-te  1 f  pnnic � n _  discourag,,3 c  ru b.Jll i o u s  tcnc onciesi. 
T he Go rkhc..li tro ops C ')Ul 6. mcr ch t.., wri, d t hG  conquered  t orrit rr L:S 
wit  ho u� t ouc hing th1� t0 rrit ori(;S of the �Ast  I ndi c  Co .nprmy , thus 
koop ing t he ir own mo vements "' DC:. ;:rop"'irc. t i ons  SL: cro t i. :Mi li  t "".ry 
s upplies whic h we re trr, nsportec  t t1rough this roaC:. wer ; s t ore.di -::t 
Sri nagari. 

While t he c ommo n PeGple tr::1.ve lle C.: on foo ti, an d  8ffiu ant  pe ,, plo 
o n  ho rsab2.cki, the  Go rkhali cn rr1n£":nc' ers us2J p2l ancminsi. 'I' h0 lo cal 
vill agt: r S  were ob lige d to carry t he i r  p, l anquinsi. On � h0' orders 
o f  the Go rkhali cut ho r ities , vi ll c ge }_, m.i ns 8.D d � ,• yf\n<..s h:::id t ; pr ovic...e 
the pre s crib ec. numbe r  n :  tJ ;� ar:.:: rs ? t  s ho rt nc ii cei. Fo-r cl:,' wc::s o ften 
'1-1. Sc: d  to impress  pe opl0 to wo rk c.:.,9 p 11lE: nquin be arersi, i rr8Spe cti ve 
o f  w he t her t. hey we re Br�. hme1:s , Rc.i ru ts , B ani :-,s , ::)r hari j :: ns . G-or.,... hal i 
s )l diers  emplc ye c. thei r Garhr,,ali s lavosi, b ot h bc.,ys anL gi::- ls 9 n.s 
thei r por te rsi. 

T he rur2l po oplo rc.i so c.. \ihe at r.. m. ri co to pay tax0s , Pna sub s istv d 
on barl ey , mei zo , mil le t.� , 2.rn r: -:;h-..; :;:' c ·, , _rsu  g r"'. inSi9 su pp lGrrk nt ing 
the ir c iet with  w :i. l  c. f:rv. i  ts  9 he:� os , e t c . T r, xe s  we re co lle ct ed partly 
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i n  c ES h  ond pPrt ly i n gr o ins". P e --:-,ple t ')c k  t he i r p ro c  u ce f0r s nle 
i n  tha mr n di s c f  Ro hilk hc n c nn -:· c t hor p l ." C,) E; i or e ls0 st pl2 ce s 
o f  pil grima6e su c h  ss B F drim; t  n .  Du ri n6 u s ti v e.l s  9 2 Ll  _r 2 5  s ,, ._ rs 
c f  whc 0,t  :fL1 L:.r fe t chJ c'c cno ru.p,. ., , I n  t bu i.:1 , ,n c.: i  of l r 7 it c:1b E·C: , 
j_ n t he R , hi lk hr m.,_ , 2 5  · s .  2 rs o -s.· w h�:: : . t i\ t chZ'2 t hu s -::: mc/ mwunt .  ."it 
B ;.:i.dri m: , th , 2 ¼  S d,J rs o f  r i "ce 1;J 2 S s o ld fo r a t im '  si ", nnd 7 S G0 rs 
for o n o  rupGe". 

I ns id e  Rumaun anc. G'f1 r hw2l ,  :9ri c0s  c f  a gri c ul tur &l co IJrn o di t ies 
w 0rs unb0 l ie veb ly l o ,·1 . In 1 8 1 6 9 o no hed to sel l 32 s o  o rs of whe e.t 
t ,J ,0c t ·"l :pprrukh --:. b2di :rup00 . I n  t h ,:, ir: to ri..J r  r:r c,ss o f  Gff'.' hwal , 
o n., r u po -J  was t h'3 pri c,' o f  1 00 s ,,., , ; rs o f  w he � t ". 

Pri c0 s  f �  11 :fu..r t h0 r  c u :rin g t he 'p er i�) cl o f  Gork hs. l i  :rul0 . 1:t: h8 
lro rh.ila li a1;_ 1; tu ri t L,s  c:Li r  nc it c.:Jl o  ..! f ,lc d lJri c ,.J S  t ;  g•; up". 

Foo dgrai:ns were ., xpor t c  c. fr,J 2  S r :l an t c.1 N 2  j i b e.bad", Hr' r d\,;-r�r 9 e,nd 
t he Doo n V2l L:y . T :r8L' • : 1 ·s of t �K tl imr�l ayan re gio n br, r-t e ro"c� S ['l t 
f or fc o�l gr A.ins in  �J PO.h '.'n ari c' .N :--_gpu r 9 cc n l  s �)l e  t hG fo o dgrni ns in 
t he rm·rke t s  c f  T i  !Jot . S rin2;g;: -0 r r2 ccd.v 0\.,, i t s fo oci s u ppl i o s  from 
t h:.: nei g hb cr i ng  vill 2.ge s . In t h.: - :'..n -1:; d ri c r  9 rc 2s o f  Garrn1 A.l", t he re 
wss  h c=·r C::. l y t=iny c.. 0m ·1n d fe r fr_, c, j �r::-;i r1s . 'l' hosc :. ,re ctS w are  no t vis i  tea 
b y  t r0 c; 0 rs fr Jm t he iiirJ =. : , y · ·_ ·, .  ::, . � 1-::., i :, n _ JVJ r coul ( t ho l o c 2l 1,o c plo 
t akG t nui r pro du co t:J t h,.; c is t ,-0 11-c 'Jl c.i  ns . 

Few c c.1Sh cr ops were gr,:, w n  in Grr hw �1l". Pepp y ·r,,.n ' S grown 
e x t ens ive ly in t hG v alloy o f  t o.o B hc.gi:r , t h i  r iver , F't S wel l c, s 
Chimali A.nu t hcJ 2d j o ining �: rus!3 2n c.  u.s -.:.:c fo r t h e  pro ( u c:ti ·::; n  o f  
; p iu.m . O p i um  pro c:u c",d i n  t he .t.l t1 :-.t w i ,f i are :-· w�- s  rc g.�1rc:a c  ns o f  
e x c ol L? nt q u.1J.lity". Lt highe r o.l ti tu 1.., G S  9 �-::.c r::-1.9 w 2 s  a pr ofi t nu le c rc, p . 
I ts fi.b o r  w ·  s us8d t �, .:n2kr� ..c • .. pc 2 o r  ws ave a k ind o f  cl o t h  k nown as 
b hr,ngJ lFl:_ T h0 b ig� _ s t  cL<.S  ,:; , , 1 ,ur  f c :c  Gar nw al 1 s nunp an c. h ,j n1p produ cts 
was Rut :1er ford , 1v1 -� · np,g,:; r  o f  ·c"ho B e . s t  Indi f-'. C ,  mpnny ' s fn ct o ry at  
:K :s hi pu:r". He us ,;, d t ) S i.,:_p, 2.y r; rs i t  t o  farme rs fo r g rowing h2mp . 
Chr!:r2 s ,  ext n:i cteu fro m t h,:; j u i ce o f  h omp s WcS i n  gr ",at deme nd a t 
pl a c o s  .J f  pi i e:;rimage 2:o ng t h2 bc, nk.s c f  t he GF, ngc ri ver .  

c o t t on w;:. s pr cx': u ccJC  in l e r gc: quEin ti t i0 s  i n  t h.a 1v1 aniyr,r mE 1 
S 2.lEi n  artJ etS r:nc1 wo v ·,m int o clo t h  fo r l o cctl cu Lsump tio n . 

Lni mLl l s  s uc h  e s  c xG n ,  buff::-,lo a s ", ho r se s ,  s hE,hJP 2nd go at s 
wer-2  e xp o r ted  fr om G2.rhwc.l i n  lrTge numb ,.J rs t o  t hs mandiS 0 f  t he 
pl eins . H2 rc war wns an irap ort ant ce nt e r  o f  trac e in s u ch animnl s ,
m0 e ti ng t he needs o f  Salen", D o on"9 anc. t ha Bho.gir'°1t hi Va lle y . 

Mc st farmers ko pt hi ves o f  bee s 11no. s 0l C::  the ho ne y . Honey
w 2s uls o c oll 0 c t ec1 fro'11 t ho hi v2s o f  w i le. beds". Fou r to six Se GrS 
o f  ho ".'1ey W L S  .3o ld  fo :>:> o ne r upee". 

Hnwk s we re E. go o c. s our ce o f  i n come in t he  no rthern re gio ns". 
I n  the 1'l i t i  V [:lle y 9 n t 2x known ss h o t a- b c. ,j w n s  c olle c te c1". Wild 
e lephonts w ere csp ture d in t ho fr, res ts  o f  t hG b tw b e.r re gio n . T hey 
we re s .:., ldom mo re t hem 7 f,:.:, ot i n  l'::3 i g ht trnd we ro S•J l d at 2 00 or 3 00 
rupaes  G a ch . 
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T rn. L e i n  me n ,  w .m1en , t nc1 chj_ l ,  ran w2.s mr st e ::-- sy  ·~ n  - ,::J:vitP.i leo 
1n,.J ::;,� i sksi. The u.r:fsrt imr· tc inh r . i i 't cn ts " "I  Q-� rhv : w� r ,3 · '  }:i -Vvc 

in  t he i r  vill nge s or � . .: ch cL:;--; s ..;s · L, s _  le s s_._ " - �" .  . :; ,- r ,  :;. �it. 
t o Frr s� r s t ho Gorkhql is scJ c' fr : •  r ly 2CO , COO G ·· r rwr  ..._ .._ 3  _ , f'  ,- 1 1:  v J S  
c. J. ri ng tha pe rioa of  t L1:: i r  rule) , rri ,J s -c__y t o  LT_ R: hi .ll · f' i n  t :· _,;
s ou t h  and t ho Hi mnl ayen peo pl e  in -'u ho nor -thi. 

1v1u ch  tra68 pas s � (. t hr ,  ug h thv 1'1, , .:·'c2 V c.tl l:;y , 1,; hi c !  l2.y  bd y':' nd 
t he j uri s di ction  o f  t h� LTork n n li E'ut horit ies b e ccusc i t  hc ,cl b 0,.m 
e nd owt. d  cs guth to ""Gh.:. ·.: a r.c·plG 0 f  B ::-: ,� :�iL ""' t h . B ut t ho -t r9 -· ,a  t 11rt 
p0ssa c:. t hrough t he ldti V ::ic y  --.,r_!:3 t .. Ve!1 mc, r6 impcrtc r1 t · i:;. rr f j_ t ·  � :  ,' , 
Duririg s urnme r ,  trc.L- ·a rs o f  t t4 f h .:.r: c:l ::..y �� f1 l"'._, g5- n 1 � b ro 1J.gt°' t ; �  .. � ... ·�, , o :.rc'���i-
golC'. c;.ust , w Jo l , w co l l:: n  c .  · --s l- , r:ms.r.i, y r :!.{- - t c :s , 3 nr: 1 P .:, ,, , . -, - 3 
yaks , horsesi9 8nc m..J i2 i ci n• , l  t1 . 1 bs fr c 'l: j b,,__i1J .  l n  1n r .._, , l , ,  t r, .:. v 
b ;:-rtere ( t hb'Sc  gc o6. s  fo r fo oc 6r2ins i n  11i -:: gpuri, Brn'... har.. ,  . il c  c,ii:: �1.vr 
nroas  in  the S ou t h . l' hey tc ok t hr.. foo 1.. grr>ins t o  Ti1Jo-t  f e r  thr..nr 
b arte r t rade in s u:mnGr . T rm'.c.: throug h t he .N i t i V3lla y w ;_� s  con� ic. 0 r&oly 
d amRge c. b y  hc :Jvy taxa-ci c n  c. u rirw t h ,..: GJ rkl.wl i per i )d . 

T rnc'e in  lo c2.L  rn,-rk0 t s  r,:r s ir. -t t. "  b..[> nr�s c• f L,cF.l  p�'.J ,Pl 8 . 
During the  time o f  th� Gcr h�.'rli k ngs , tr± ,_ e rs fror::  ·~ ib c ·::; vis j  -'joc 
S ri nE:g2.r , anC barte r.3 �: t h.J i:.:· t >S e:.B "c r -:-· :)c g-r .i 1 s .  �: h0 "l- :  .r•J.v.1 .�--.J. i 
k ings co llectod no t ::.z13 s ... L .s ue t  -r; rr:- .  J .  Du:::-in5 t he: li-cir .c.b ___.7 �_ 
perio C. ,  ho wevu r , hoE'V,1/ t t:.x J s wu  r' •� ir  .. p0so d ,-. n t cr-. ... c t h " t  p3s s 0c.. 
t hroug h T ap ovnn . . �s 8. res ult , t:1.c ·l' ; _b" t 2D t i' F'. l  e rs � t " p pud  vis it i...";.,C" 
S rinEi.gnr . By 1 808 , c.�ir e ct tn:.C:.-. be twe 8 n  Srin � . .zc=!r a11d. T ib G t  hacl 
almcst  como to a b t0 p .  

i'.g1...,nts ,_] f b i g  t rp r _ C 1 'S fr-- ,;' ..1. c:.. J :. ba 'y,c . '3.nc1 t h·-, D C-E'c O  W (;;  :t c) 
s tF: tio nGc.  in Sri n.".g[' l� -:� c :ink._, ·;r:r· e.ngc.:".:-.: .1.1 t s  :.'01· t h0 s ;.- : o  :;: gc JdS 
fr0Ll t he pll.iiri...S en,  t h.._- expo rt f .1 � 1 _1_ yr..:; c...u ;t.si. rr.iht:>y �.r i3i �-e .'.'. 
S rine.ger e f�c '- r  t h3 r 9.i :ny Sic' ns c::.n -, , s c_ ov3r nn c s t ey1.: c.' t �c :r·a :;"( 1 r t ho n 8Y. t  
8 ,;1cm thsi. L le 08 , �r· r · l"r �ri, t) u r '7 ': , '-" li' " ' ,  :i -I . ,_,.;,_  ._, • · ...I. "'- -

0r, .-- ., , - + .  --4,.. '"V"I  • :: - � ..I ,-. � '  �,,,whuD W 'l'>r � ' idc V : rl , tv . J :.O I  
of  t'hiHn qui t :':.. ri!.i 9 ,'::iH' c '., 

·r ns t � r . , ,  · - r r i' '- I ..._. 

IJ �;i l  ·, ty ..,(; _; l, s •.J • ,  1 ·. � n  
t o  s ilk f-;b ricsi. 

i!O •- r�s 1 · · ,n -. 7 r : f rom-4..,1. p") -- -o . 
es cap e.  tha 

·-r 

on ions
Go rkhali 

.. ...

Mo.n,i, 
• .  {.J 

opp ress i on . 
·:r hlj :Mah...., na.rarnall i  s il ver rup:.0  o f  No prl  i:ms u.SP d  i n  G-::trhwal . 

I t  w2s wo rth 2 t L1P.S i c 0 i 11s or o r.r.n� .s . � he hcCP S na hi rL..t' , e  C() ins 
minte d by the  �f.'s t l ndi r Cn:r .r any i ·'1 .tlC. Teil ly c1nc. F-::,r::-...u:ha.b r- ''. wvre 
also  in cir culatic n i. th� -ci masi , w hi c �  w�s wo rth 3 r�n9s e a ch 9 

wc1s th0 UlO S t  c omm cnly US G (  co i n .  I t  w>:s mi nte c  e.t t ri o  S ri.:1egc:1r 
Mi nt , f0r w hi ch Silve r  a nc sil vor cc lns , inc luuing S pc. nis h  J.oll '1rSi9
w0 re pru cure c fro m t h0 pleinsi. F •_ ur  tirn2si s Wt;re wo rth o no GnrhwE'-li 
0 r  Go rk hali rupe e , nnu 5 timasis  v.-ord wcrth one Fc• rr u.kh.::ib c..di r.1pGe . 

T ak£:::, coi ns we re  rnint0 C: frur., l ocrl  c c ,pp e r . T e n  t nl:r s  • -: x c� ::rngcd 
f\)r onG t irnr1S i ,  40 t ·Jk� fer o ne Ge rhw3.l i o r L.-orkh[!l i rc..p....,o p P.nc. 
50 t alu..s fer one Farrukhcib nei. i r-1pci. P.a/) plu tc ok t he i r co ppe r 
to t l'B S ri nagar Mint fo r convo rs i c., n  i nt o  tek� C 'ji nsi. .b )t h timas i  
ancl t ak a coins were in w ic a  ci r cule.t ion , wher1:: as t he rup1;;,e co ins 

1w-:;re little used . I n  any c c. .se , m . n0y  was no t in mu c h  use in Garhwc.l• 
Most ex c hange s we ;'e in the f .:, :rm  of  be.rt1;:; r 9 c:n{ mari y  c, : t ogorios  o f  
s t 2te functi orn'!ries  ro c<:1 ivo a t h0ir remune rati ons in t hv f orm o f  
foo dgrains . 
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T hG GorkhF.l i rul e rs 2 s .s ,3ss ,2c  t he amou nt of reve nue to be 
c -; J le c t ,-s d from Ga r hwal o n  t hG b :: s i s  o f  t tc, C-1'1'--· un t c t'  JIT1"i)l u.:1, , 11t s  
payr:ble to t h3 i:r tr ;Jj lJ s .  l'hr\.., f-.o b - ttc_",__i  · n s  '. ' f  8-,: r kn: l:l l, rr ., ., 1.JB 
hc:c  bee n s to. t io nc-.:C: in Gc rhwE:1"9 "3 0 c r.: c , · ,n 1::;i s t i ng o f  t hrcJ G c vmp ,·,nh: s ". 
E r: ch compc_ny r a ce ivo d.  Gffi(J 1 um�-:m t s  arr,8 u nt:i.ng t o  8 , 6 7 ::::  r i 1p .., 0 s  �' yu o.r � 
w hil0 t he C ap t ai n o f  e c::� c h b2 ·G t2 l io n r e ce ivG c, 5 , 00 5  r upees . T he  
t o t al e xp e nc• i tu re on t he G-orkhal i t ro 8p s  s tn t i onad in Garh wal 
w --, s t hus DS  fo llows : -

1 • Emo lume"nts o f  1 5 cc:,mpEJn i G S  9 

at 8 , 67 2  ru pt�G S c; 'C: C  h 

2 . v . ·, f t hr 0 0  ci-.1-, t e i ns , 
a t  5 , 00 5  rup2 0 s  � � "ch Rs 1 5 ", ,J 1 5 

----- --·-
·r c t al . . . . Rs 1 4 5", 09 5 

An a dc it io nal 150 , 000 r up,_- o.s wr1s tc  m� e t  o t he r  o.C::..m i ns tr a ti vc:. 
e xpu nse s . 

1.2.n:ins r:m 6 s 2 y: rn."s 9 w ho c , -, lJ_v ct ,.; .__: t h0  r :; v o nu8 snC:. :2:1c: I:l:"-\ge cl 
t h8 2.ffai rs o f  the vill2ge , rc c0 i•v 2 c. nc re r,mne :;_� c,.t ions ,  b u t  c cl l o c ted  
t he ir duG S an t pe rqr..1 is i t us  f'r� m t he l o c : - 1  pe o plo . 'i '.'.: :::y w ore al lo t ted 
s om2 l c? nC: s by t he st ·1.t o", wi-:i.ic h w"" re t ax- fr-'-)0 . 1_ 2.mins 2cnc.. s r:_y · n":S 9 

os  we l l  as d c: f\ 0 :r'iS w�1.o ks, pt H C C  ,:"n t s  o f  r u v2 n L;_0s  9 r•:er'J 2.11 Gr::r hw r l is". 
L f ..;; E:  knc  wn c:. s fHJ. hc: n ni- C:. E1 -fc.. c"r1 ,, 02 c ·  il0 c t 1c,d tc  fi r:.,:: nee -:; r L; 0c1r, lurci.::m ts 
o f  the: cl r:. fc 2 ri in 2/ di ti 0 n  tc: t h'- I".c 5UJ_ I' rc> VG!J.Uj af, !:' G ,S S 1i10nt . 

T he sum o f  appr _)ximP,ts ly 30C'• f OCO ru}Jec:S as n1c.o nti cnc c1 a b ove wrs 
c · ,lle ct ed re gul &rly wi t hout nn;;r 1 -eui s s :Lo n . '.'.; hu fi g tffG v.'r s s o  hig h 
t ha t t here w o s  no W P..y i t  could b u  fu rther in cre asJd". 

T he l ane; t ax w c:, s t raci tionPl ly knwo n 2s Pungac i_ in G:::.rhwE:l � 
n ,1ri ng t he Lrork hal i pe ri od , the t P..x wf'. s nss e s se d  on t :10 v-:i.l l age 
· s a who l e , l e rwinb it to t he lo c 2 l  1'~arnins ancl s ayR!l c,s to 21Jp or tic n  
t he am0 u.n t  amo ng lo c al no useho l c,..s i n  e a c h  vill age". n,,._, u se ho l c' s 
we re d i vide d i nt o  five c at e go rios f o r  t he purpo se o f  s u c h  ass as sm sn t . 
T ho s e  ca t e go ries we re"· 2 Li al , doyan"9 s im , ch[1 har , 2nd s uku.mbas i .  · · 

I n  A. D . 1 8 1 2 ,  f . )r  i ns tan ce , t h0 .J?ungaci tax as s e s s ec'. fo r t he 
who le o f  t he Gark ha o f  Dhangu amoun te d t o  70 3 rupe e s  anc 9 annas". 
'r he amoun t ap po rtio ned ar::1o ng c if fe -re n t ho use ho l c.s i n  t he  v ill ag0 s 
o f  Gali ga tm -.::.n d Runtc nigc1 un were r s  fo l lows : -

G�,J_ igaun 
Owne r o f  f r�u se hold iunount b f  'r ax 

3 ru pee s ". 
2 .  R hi m.a S i m  1 2 e.nnas . 

S u kumb r:si 2 annas". 

1 • 
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1

1 o:: 

of 

Aba 1 . 

ann'.3.S 

ar,nas 

' ' 

Owne r of Hou sehold Amount T ax catego ry 

4 .  Dhani Chahar 8 annas 

:J . .da&th 1 rupe e  and 
anna.s 

6 . d o . S im 1 2 annas 

7 .  Chanu Chahar 4 ann as 

8 .  Tulya Do m C h&har 4 annas 
T ot a�- 6 rupees an d  

1 4  annas 

Owner of Household Cate go rx: .Amo unt of T ax 

1 • Him.a Say ana Ab al 2 rupe e s  and 
annas 

� unt anigaun 

2 .  Bud ho S im 1 2  

3 .  Jotru. Cht.�3.r 8 an nas 

4 .  B anchu Ab j i(  d rumme r )  Abal 8 a nne� 

5 .  B haj ad .:3 i n: 4 

'i' Ot al 4 ru p es z an d 
F ..!1Yl. dB 

I t se ems t hat t he r ate o f  t r.1x amo&unted to o rie rupee P •�r 
nali o f  abal land . A plot o f  lu1d w hic h  yielded one nal i ( 2 se 3 rs )
o f  greinswns its elf cull ed nali , TFenty ne li s mad e o ne bis i  0 1  
l and. 

Es timates o f  revenue fro m t he _Eu�:g� .. di t nx in di ffe n.: 11t r·J 6i Jn::.· 
o f  Gr- rhwal ac co rding to t he  se ttl e me nt made b y  k& j i b nncQUI D hc:nd. sri 
in A . D . 1 8 12 are us fo llows ( in Gorkhal i  rupee s) . 

Amount 

1 • Cis-Ganga re gio n Rs 82 , 406 

2 .  T rans- Gange re gion Rs 60 , 750 

3 .  Doon Rs 1 1 , 47 .? 

T ot_,l Rs 1 5 4 , 6 28 

Re venue from t he ;pungad i t ax , if co lle c te d in full , wcs t hus 
s uffi c ient t o  me e t  milit r'.r y expe nd :,,.  tu ree :1s men ti o !led r-1 bo ve . 

Region 

http:militr'.ry


1 04 

Howeve r , t he  Gorkhalis collected s everal ot her t axes in 
addit ion to Pungadi. s ome· of these t axes are as follows: 

T he S al ami fee w1::s paid to .Jorkhali o f:::L cers, a ccording t o  
B adri Dat t R  Panae ( KQ�cun k�� l ti �es�, P . 42 5 )i. 

Re co rds in tho po ssesisior o f  the K cmins o f Dhar, gu ..., how t nP..t 
the T ikab he t  fee was colle ctec in t h0 years 1 sc 5 , 1 8C7 1 a"1d 1 809 .. 
T he fee must have been p[..id in o-:; har ye ars 8S we ll . 

T he Eouzdar co llected ore ti rr�rni a ye ar from ea ch house hold 
in t he garkha und er his juri sdiction . In a. D . 1808 , t he Fouzdar 
of Dabernlsyun colle cted 5 4  ti.9as i� ( t hEt is , 1 3  rupee s  ruid 8 ann2s ) 
from t he 30 villages comprising t he gcrkh • 

Ea ch house hold peid o ne ci.u- rnn.L ( 2  ann2s ) to  the S1., b cuc.:r 
e very ye ar. 

In A. D . 181 1 , l'.nj i  B uh8.dur b hr:tnd a:r i and B aks hi Do.S·harath Khatri 
legit imized thO se nrbitr�ry ex � ctions 81d pres cri bu � their rates 
a s  follows . For t hi s  purpose , they divided ..,:ill.::.ga s int o  four 
c ntegories on t he basis of po pulo tio n [ Ild ec onomic prospa rity. 

C2tego ry Fd8S for �op Offi c inls _s o .  fo r Fouzd ar 

I 1 rui)c, '- 8 cnne.s 

I I  1 2  annas 4 am2s 

I I I  8 a'1inas 2 annos 

I 7  1 nnnn 

�ince these fee s  yLsla.,�d � es,:-; inc ome than bed ore, the 
Gorkhal is ignore d t lld new ar r  1igc � e1 t and co nti1:u1.7d to rr.'1 kG 
arb it re.ry collections �s bc..fc 1·::J . 

Tho Me.nkar tax, which was kno wn as ghare.h i-Pichhahi in 
kumaun , was c olla ctedi·ifrom dq ch house bold whe r.ever t h2 Gorkhal i 
aut horities needed money for any spe ci2l purpo sei. I t  could t hus 
b e collo c te d  in any Garkha in any y0 ar . For e xample , i f  t he y neede d 
1 0 , 000 r upees, tha amour1t was collected equally from 5 , 000 ho useholds . 

According to re cords i,1 the poss0ss ion o f  t he k.amin o f  Dhangu , 
a tax known as Pagari w&s als o coll8 c te d .  T he amount was 1 00 rupee s  
in .A.. D . 1 805i, but only 3 :rup0os in J • •D . 180 6. T hese re co rds cont ain 
no re fe rence to t he mankar taxi. 

T he ghe e tax was collo c tad on milk cattle. Ir re spe ctive o f  
changes in the cattle po pulation, re vo nu e from that tax remRined 
unchanged fro m  A . D. 18 ·1 2 to 1 8 1 5 . ��o sp0 cific rate s so em to have 
bee n pres cri b&d . 

Acc ording to Traill, the mijhari te.xi· was colle cted fro m le ather
workers in SrinagEr and yielded r rovenue of 3i1 rupees and 8 annas 
in A .D . 18 1i3 . T he t ax ,  in fnct , was colle c t�d from doms ( hnr ij an )  
all ovar Gsrhwali. Records in the po sses sion o f  t hG  Kamin of Dhnngu 
de scribe t his tax �s pom-kar . 

http:arbitre.ry
http:conti1:u1.7d
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y . , ,  

I n tho ye r-:x A . D . 1807 9 the ghee tax yie lde d  a re venue o f  
6 7  rupe e s  and 4 annas from Dhangu � and t he Do m-kar , 7 1 r upees  
nnd 1 O annns • 

'1: hu 'I c,nd--k r,r t c x  -..-af', c o :l J ,'. t &.::d. froL wc p_vc rs&. I t  was als o  

T ho Gorkh&l is .colio ctea.  the SO.QY8.f&B:::;-Q le vy � o  finance the ir  
nume rous :=es t ivals . N o info nnn-:; i) n i s  avai ln'.>le a·oout t he rate s 
of t his le vy . I n  ad ditio n , 3 bu ffalo es and 2 gon ts we re re qu isit ione d 
fo r  t he Ch2itra-Navaratri fes -ci va7- 1 2nd '1- bu ffal o es 8ll d 3 goats 
f or t he Navaratri fes t ival in th0 month o f  ASw in "  Go ats could 
be requis i t io nU!. o n  o t he r.  o c ca� i (:, r1s alz c �  

T h0 fo l lo w i ng stptis t ic s  are co nt n iLG d  i n  re cords  in t he 
pos s .3s s ion o f  tho kamin o .f DL'l c3:1;:pJ. for t 'B ,re c1r A . D . 1 807 • 

V ill age .PungPd i �: ex SOI1Yafngun Levy 

1 • Phar 1 ru pae 4 annas 

2 .  Hatnud 2 rupee s 1 2  annas 

3 .  tJ-Ud 2 i--v.pee  s 4 ar.1.n as 

4 . Dikha t 3 rupe&0s  8 annas 

? •  Db..andhari 4 rupee s  1 rupee 

6 .  Ul l a 5 !'Upe e s  1 2  annas 

7 .  Tadi  5 ri..ipees 8 c:.n nas 

8 .  B cc .ini. b :rupe es rupee I 

a :K b..aindu d i  7 "."1,.;t pG 3 S  !'Upe ,3 .,I e ·1 

Gyad i 9 rupe es 2 :;:·upee s  

1 1 • R.o thar 1 2  rup8G  S 2 rupe e s  and 4 annas 

1 2 .  K aunda ·1 2 Y1J.pee s 2 rupe es 

1 3. Dabar 1 3  :rupee s 2 rupe e s  and 4 �:�onc:.!,s 

1 4 . K harik 1 4  rupe,:;;is 2 ru.pe e s  and s 2nna[: 

1 5 .  .Amo l a  1 5  ru_pee s  do . 

1 6. Gaind 1 5  rupec:&s c1nd 8 anr:,&as " 
_,/ rupee .s ,. 

Acc ord ing tc Atk ir..s o n  ( Hi_m,::::.. 2.,y2n Dis tr i cts Vol . 3 , P . 1 83 ) ,  a 
f e e  o f  half an ann a  ( adhani ) o n  u ::.c h rupee of Pungadi tax-re venue 
wP.S coll8 cted o n  b e h alf o f  the DRfd £.:ci . 

( T o  B3 Co ntinued ) 
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