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Nanyadeva 

By . 
Surya Bikrarn Gn:yawali 

1· 

Nanyadeva occupies i.m important plllce in the '\[amshavalis of Nepal. 
Kings who ruled Nepal during-the 17th century hav7 described Nanyad'eva
;:is the founder of thE;ir dym.: ty or ;l prominent ancester. King Jagajjyoti 
l·bllt1 of Bhakt,Jpur, in a drama C3lled YiuditAk11val:washwa ·wri.tten by him· 
in 7LR Nepal era (1628 Ji. .D.), has traced his dGscent. from Nanyadeva. ·s1rn1-
ln·l:y, i'.ing Pr'ltap;:i M1lla of K13thmandu, in an tnscription dated 169 l,lepal 
era (February 22, 1649 A,D.),2 hns claimed that his dynasty commenced from 
King Nanysdeva, who bE:longed to the same solAr dym�sty as Ramachandra. 

Nanyadeva belonged to the Karn�tA region in the south •. This region 
includes Mysore And Hyderabad where the Kannad l;.nguage is spoken. Bengali 
scholars b9ve admitted th,;t like Nrmyadeva the SenP Kings of Bengal, came 
mostly from the Karnatt-1 region. In thi::,ir inscriptions, th0 Sena Kings.,
descrl\iied themselves AS Knrmita Ksht.ri�rAs, They described their caste ·as 
Br:-ihrr.nksh11triyas .. Our V:=nr,sh"vnlis too describe Na.IJ.yr-.ideva as a Karna ta 

Ks htri�ra s. 

It is not yet clear how the Sem�s came to northern India. Similarly,
tt i'r.; difficult to say how :t-hnyndP-va cezna here. Lccording to �vc>ilable · 
evid'-lnr.,;;, · the Kings of the South attacked north�rn India mnny times. durinp:. 
the r.iidclle of the llthcontury. Someshwara, the Chalukyn King of KAlyani, 
Dhi.r:i J, L•f ts11,j.c1rAt :md Karm, of Dahal jointly defeated Kine Bboj I nnd led 
to .i.h,J dj shteeration of the Paramfl:rA dync1sty of Mabra .. Before his father, 
Somnshw,:n:·n I, died, his son, Vikramadity:1 VI, invadc:d G:rnr, K,1m11V;U'P and 

. oth.-:f c1ror.s in •northorn India.· 'l'he spldiers of the Chnlukya Kings 'may haw; 
J:,nterod frito northern India during these invasions. In the opinion of a 
histori,'.'n of �Giwal? th0y st2rted the S;-,nl'l dynasty in Bengal and the 
rly1v;sty of lfanyndeva in Mithila. 

1. _SuryA Bikr?.rn Gnyawali, NGPfJl U atyc:\rnko Madhyiknlin Itihas (Hedieval
History of Kathmandu V�lley , Kathmandu: Royc:il Nepiil Academy, 2019 

. ·.(1962 1' .D.), Ch3pter 3, pp. 28-JJ. . 

2. Bh3gvr:mlal Indraji, Twenty-Three Inscriptions From Nepal; Together Wi th 
. �ome Considerations on the Chronology of Nep.e:11, Bombcy, Education Soci8tys1 s 
Pros,:; 18c5, 53 p. ('I'rclnslated from GujP.rati by G. Buhler), No. 18 .., _s

J. R. c . Majumdar (od.), History of Benrr--1, Dacca: Univereity of Dacca, 19h3s.,
h1rt I, pp. 205-2')6. 
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Lccording to '  the V:.ims hP.vn Us o f  Nepa l, a i'ter Nanyadeva of ·Kr.irne tak1:1 
conquered nort hern Bi hat:,  hE;! �stablished his capi tP. l at S imraungarh . A ccor­
ding to a n  inscription d is ccwered at S imraungarh;U thi s event took place 
in 1019 Sb,1ka e ra ( 1097 A .D . ) &. l� dditional evidence is available · in favor 

·of t his dn te . Iri his drama , Mudifa lrnvn lyc1 shwa , Kine J�g?. j jyoti Ma l!A lirls 
given tha da te of Ifanyadeva a s  1':)19 Shakn era&. 'rher8 is o ttl,er evi dence 

· 6 lso to prove .t ha t  Nanyadeva e s t ;-ib lis hc-i d  his C [.!pi t:11  in Simraungarh th8 t 
ye a r . 

At  present ? Simraungarh is situ�t�d on the border b,-3tween India · and 
N0pn l .  Lc , · o raiur:. . to tllf; tren ty s ir,nr.d be t\-:een fl'"'p,. l �md t he Bri thih .it&· 
Su;:�<1uli iu U l6 l . •  D . ,  thG boundary hr s been d e mF.!1·ca ted through Simraun­
garh . A cc ording to 'I1t'!V;Jrn °Ler ,  a French m:·r c himt ":ho vid te d India  during 
th8 ·tim,:, · of Aurnngz c�b : t h0 bcundnries of t he r1ugte. l Emp ire were si tua te;q ' \ 
at a distance of  F3 01· 9 K osh 150 �/ U?. rs previously .  Hi s ,3 ccounts s how t.h:1 t 
Z'l t  the time&· Sirnraungarh ·wa s  8 p�rt of the Kingdon ·  of Hakwa npur . Jl. c�ording 
to the a c counts of Capuc hin mi �' tdo n<: rii:: s who vi sited 'l'ibct throu gh N ep1, l 
s,:;me: tima thereafter , Ma isi was  the last  tmm in Hindustbm . 'Ihe King dom 
of l'L<ctkvrenfur wa s situB tcd ne ar 1'Ict isi .  These  Ca-puc hL1 mi ! '. :.:. ionarie s. ha v13 
ststed thnt the. ruin s of Sj_mraungarh l-!Br,) s itua te d inr; �de the Kingdom of 
Makwnnpur . 

. It is difficul t to  specul::- te 2bout t he cond ition o f  SimrPunr�rt> 
curing the 11th c.::ntUIT\J on th� br, s is o f  evidence d n tin g  to the 17th �nd ,
lRth centurif; s &. Bven theri&, it is pos sible t b t, e_s n t  present, _ Sismraun- · •

, 

r-::irb wa s �� itt:· : t,, d ins ic10 l!,"'!pa l  :-1 t tbi..: t ime wh0n NnnyM:;;:vt'l conque:r·od&. it  
r,nd ma dG .it, his <.;::.rpi ta  l .  · 

·J'. i;.:ccrding to contempora:rJ ir. � cription s  a -:n1 ib h_le in .sou tti indi�
th:, Kings o f  that .ragior. were, hi f!.hly impre ssed by NAnpdev;:: · r  s c onque st 

., 

· of Siiurnuugnrh. In t,is inscriptions cf 112h ) . •  D. and 1127 A . D . ,  Vikre m0 dit:: ' · . 
VI chimed to hn,·-:  conquered l..nga , B�ngn , Ka linga , Gaur, Nag� drui Rnd N0p,q&'l � 
SomE:. s bwara III ( 1126-38 A .D . ) , in  one of  his · insc  .. i.'iptions,  c la irood tha t 
b.e ha d pa lced his fe et . cu t hc1 i!,cL::de of  t he Kings c f  Andhra , D:ra vinn , H.:� c : • .· :  .. 
BIJd i•j�p;., ]. .  His Hini s tor, Vi j ja la ( 114.5-67 . A  .D . )  cla imed . t o  h'1vc conquu.red 
Banga , Ka lingn , l�,gadhe 1md llppa l. .  Serna , Eon . of·  vi jja l.3 , . fdmil::Jrl:7 cla imc ,� 
to hnve conquere d N0pa l and Kaling�• . Howcv,:ir> c !-,ere&. i s  no eyi<;lenc 3  th2 t .
these  KLi� : i  conquc;red so man:r kingc1om� in .rwrthe :rn Indio&. They liiilY have 
If.Rd� ttll':; s e  cla ims only on the besis of ordina ry ra ids · or jo,lrnoys .• -iqt'\ir­
na tiv1,; ly, they may h::;ve l" egard0d the conqu.0st of Ben f3 l and : Simrmmpr: �· l s  

·(Nepa l )  ty tha · Sonas and  Nanyadevn t:i s  the ir- own . . · · . ·  

, .. 

4 .  ' "Mit hilat2ttwavimars h;1 11 • (An Account o f  Facts  ibout i•1ith:i.la ) ,  Se hi t�:� 
(Monthly) , Octcbar 1958. 

l 
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However, the Vamshavalis of Nepal betray confus ion _regardibg· t he ·  . 
time of Nanyadeva a s  1.1 result of a wrong rea ding of then. Simraungarh inscrip­
tion mentioned above . Accor�ing to these Vams haval is, Nanyadeva attacked 
Simraungarh in the Nepal Year 9 . It is possible that the ?lepali Vams havalis 
omitted ane word (which wa s  us ed to d escribe a figl.l,re) in this inscription . 
'l'h r� Shaka Y�)nr  1019 wa s . thus wrongly read as  871 .5 Ono mistt-tke gave rise 
to severa l .  Sj nce the Nop� l year connr.enc8s in t he month of Karti.k and 
sinc e a simi ln r s�rstc➔m was in vogue in Kanrntaka , wh(;:re Nanyadeva ,a1t1e from, 
it would b ll easy  to nscribe some sort o f  connection 'between the foundin g  
o f  the Nep�l era 11nd the inva sion o f  Nanyadova . Subsequently, .t ho Vamsha-
va lis sta te r.I  t b.1 t  tho N0pa l e ra wa s founde d dur ing the reign of Ja,adeva 
and Ananda Ma ll a ,. becnnus e  o f  ignora nce about t he exact dAte of these, Kinire . 
For t his rea son, tha VAmsh:-, va lis sta t ed that the invasion of Nanya;deva 
occurred during t oo  re ign of  Jaya deva and Annnda Ma lla .6 The Malla Kinr,s . 
of tha 17th century described Nanyndeva a s  th:1 ir an cestorn. The authors ot 
the Vamshava lis therefore g�v'3 the imagim ry s tory of  lfanyadeva having con­
quered cind ruled ov0r Bhadgaunn. SimilBrly, the s tory tha t the Nairs o! the 
south came to Nepa l � long with Uanyadeva wa s due to the s imilarity between 
the terms Nep a l  or Newar imd Nairn. The Vnms h.;1v;ilis contain m8ny such :fanci ­
ful a ccountsn. The truth they contain i s  n1eliger . I t  i s  Umi ted to the ;fa ct 
tha t Nanyadeva , who belonged to Karnataka i.n the s-outh, entered into Simrn un-
garh in south Nepa l . Tho re st i s  mere imA gina tion . 

lfo nyadeva c onquered Simraungarh in 216 ... 17 Nepn l era ( 1097 A .D. ) .
Hn rsha deva was King o f  N P.pa l G t  t h;-i t  time . Ther e is 'evidence t hat Het-sha­
duwi :md his descand�nts re mained independent and sovereign Kings tor a 
long time thereafter , :Nowhere do the Vamshavl'l lis; of  :Nepal state tha� they 
were defea te d . r1anyadeva on his part appea r to hava establisre d in Simreun­
g:1 rh and bro ught Mi thila in the southn. under his rule .  I-t. J s  c lear tb:,i t  his 
conquest o f' Simraungarh d 1.d riot have any repercussion in the northn. '£heren· 
is no ti-u th  in th.? c laim that t he Kings o f  Nepa l a cknowledged the suzeraninty 
of N�my: : dovan. 'fhG Ma lla Kings of divided Nep-!1 l may have .traced their dyna·�t�r 
from 1:fonyn dev:, . However, NanyAdev� had no po li ticn 1 re lat ions hip of nny kind 
wi •c h  Ncp::i 1 .  Hn w::i s King in a 'l'arn i region on the border of }fe:pal .  It is ,.
ru tur r, l tr2 t  in tho so times,  whe:n trPnsport f acilities  were not available> 
N:inyndtvn �;bould h,1 ve left no impn ct on Ne-pal a cro s� th8 mounta ins·. · 

. . 

5 .  Th8 verse conta ining the d a ta in t�� Simrr rungarh inscription as  publia.hPid
in the SA hi tya reads .c s  fo llows � . 1• l� nndendu-Sm.mya-Shashh-Sammita-Shakaln' 
var�htJ 11 • The word s , tr:mslc, t.a d into f igure s ,  refer to Nanda ( 9) ,  In�u (1) , n
Shunya ( O )  �:nd Shashi ( 1 ) ,  or  -1019 Shak:.r.  However, a yarns hr..v311 in .the 

·possession of  t he author gives the following r aading : 11 1nduschan-Soma-
Vasu-Sarrnnitl)-Sh:=iknvr1rshe 11 , or Indu ( 1) ,  Soma ( 1) and Vn 6u ( A ) "n tha t 1.:,, , · · 8 11 Shaka . It is clear that t he '\-Klrd '.'Nanda II WAS orni tted during trEinB-.. ,  

'lecript ion . · . . · · 
. 

· . .  · ' 
i 

6 ., Gauris hc1nkar Hira crumd Ojha , Bharatiya Prachin Lipi M., la . (J',nci e�t Inqi an · ·Jcr'lpts ) ,  pp . 180-181 .  · 

· 

: 
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,Note s O?i •: ·The <Htstory Of Morang · Di strict-I 
' · ' . •, 

•.· �,.rhe. Kingdom o f  ,Vij�y8\,ur wa s  conquer. ad by. King Pri t.hvi Narayn n ·Sha h 
in July 1774 , . .  Thi s kingdom wa s s itua ted betwe en, the Koshi river in the. 
\-1e st and i.. ne Tista river:  in the ec1 st . ;  I t  pos sa s se d  territori_es bo th. in• 
the hill reg ions ( the IDQ9 ern districts of  Dhanku t.a , Pane hth:'lr, Tap le jung, 
T.erl'w thum and Sankhuwa,-'Sabha ) r,nd t he Ta rai ( the modern districts of 
l•!,)r;mg , Stmsa ri and Jh;c,pa ) • . o. 

AftC::r it waos annexed by King Prithvi N� rayan Sha h,  theo. Kiitgdom of . 
Vi jaya pur wa s· split into ;two . � drnini :::.trn tive Wlits with: hea qqu2rter s - in 
C ha inpur a nd Mora ng-1 for. the hi ll  t0rr itories ano _ the Tar�-i' r es pectiw ly . 

T' he 1770 F<imineo. 

On t, he .  eve of the Gorkh2 1i cqnque st of Mora ng ,  the a rea a ppe ar s  to 
ha ve be-=:n d1;:va sta ted by famin.eo. Nepc: li souorce mn i..c ri a l s  a re not a va i lab le 
to ind ica te the exte nt of the· deva sto tion in Mornng , but cond i ti.ens ·• cros s  
t_he border, i n  Furnea ,  a r e  rever. ling . f. ccord ing t o  �ne S ;)urc e : l o, 

The famine o f  1770, .wa s an i •app:-: lling c pe ctre on· the thre shold of 
Brj_.t"l,s t. .ru le in Bong;;; l � n 2 There . we_ s no such 1� ide ;Jpre ::i d  deva sta ting fa min e _
in ·o-BengEi l ln t he . .  �;oventeent h century 9 r  in the first ha lf of t he eightecn t.t - . 
• • •  The frm,ino d i.d not rtt ge _w:i. th equ: 1 fury in .:> llo,di $tri ct s . Duc�re l,  
superYi scr of Purne � ,  repvrt<J a -: 1-lt: t  t 1-10 lakhs o f" peo ple p�r::.osborJ · in tb::, t  
di�trict . One thou s..-:nd died in thl'ee  d!, ys - a ft€r his nrriva l .  He wrc, te , 

·11'l'he famine continu<:d fo r nbout t we lve months in •A deer·ee of • securi ty 
h::i rd�y to · oc .pA rfl llr.' le d  ir1 t he h bt ory of ar:y - ng6 or counti·y � "  The s oil 

- .  of  Purnea bt::iu g v,�ry d1·y mid  we ll::  b(;ing so  fE;w the di str ict dap�mded · 
entipcly on regul[lr ra iny . s e<1 son s.  Tho lear.t  f� i lure .of th<'; ::-nins sub j e c t,_:: r: 
th�. lab01.1re::- tq the lo � s  of his hri rve s t . The fa m�..ne there fore rA ged in 
Purne ft with p1'C: & ter re i.1ur ity tha n  in any otht:1r d i s trict in Benga l" .  We c,,r� 
for,11 some i dea- of the fury o f  the f c:lrnine in Pur:10.:a •from tha report rc caih, •.: 
some t imG after the famir,e .ended tb.a :t  on ly five 1-.•cre le ft o f  t he 1.50 peoµL 
'w\'to pre pared Cbu'nam in ths Pargnn a s  borde:cing on Purnea • .3 The supervi sor 

I. 

l .  Narendra Krishna Sinha ; The Econoriiic Hi story of Bengal �\�om Pla s �ey 
To · The Permanent Settlereent ;· Ca lcutta : F'�rmn K , L. ·1-tukhopadhyaj, 196?. ,  
Vol .  II, pp . 48.,.55 . • · · .  · · , ' . . 

2 .  Bengal a t -thato· tilile "includ ed Bihar ·and Orisso . ·  . .  . . . . . • .  

J .  Proc et;din� s of The Contro lling Counci l, VI, 20 [\:. combe r, · 1771,  III,  
8 Ju ly 17_7 1 ;  Sele c t  <;ornmit.tee P:�o cee ding s,  28 April,  17 70 . 
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wrote in .April 1770, !' In many of the Pargana s one-ha lf of those who were '_' 
to pay the reve�ues and cultiva te the land s will unavo idably peri'&h with 
hunge r whi lst those rema ining by be ing ob liged to purcha se theiro. subsistence. 
a t  leas t  $00 pe r cent dea rer than usua l will be dra ined  of· thai little stock 
which i s  the only resource for future revenue and cultiva tion . '1 • • •  The · 
famine sw�pt away nearly ha lf the people of fumeao. 

The .ii dmini st.ra tive System 

,i cc ording to Fronc i s  Hamilton , 11 the Mogul system of fO,.naonce had been 
completely introductid 1 1 in. Morang district during the e igh�enth century. 
J, c tua lly, it wa � the pre-i•lugha l or Pa tban systems whic h had be en limited 
by t he Kings of Vija yci pur in the ir 'l'B 1·c:i terr·itorie s . 4 ·A genera.�ode scrip­. 
h on of the sy :;; t6m of revenu� administratio n  in t he ea stern 'l'arai dis tricts, 
inc luding Norang, during t he Li st qunrte r o'f the eighteenth c�ntury is glven · 
in : "Revenue Functiona ire 3 In '.I'he Ea s tern 'farai Di stricts 11 , Regrni Resea rc h 
Serie s, Vo l.  2,  No . 5,  May 1,  1970, pp . 107-109 . 'i'he fo llowing doc.u111ent 
contains �dditiona l information in thi s  f ield f'or Morci ng district :-

1,ppoi.ntment Of Na rapati Da s 

F'rom King Ra na B8 hadur Sha h, 

'I'o i: iara pati Da s .  

We herf;by appoint you in the of fices of the Subba and the .Bakshi in 
Vi jayapur, in t he re gions s i tua ted ea st of the Koshi river up to Bhotgaun .  
You a re a lrea dy func tioning :i s Pe shkar in Morang and a s  Kanugoye in a ll 
Pn rga!111:'l s .  We hereby reconf irm yourot1ppointment with effect from Baisakh 
Da di 1, lb 37 (Vikrt,ma ) .\·Ii th due n ssurance ,  draw A sum of n.s 101·-.as mQnthly 
�molurn�nts ,1 � dc:t :: i lad be low for J c lerks . (Nausind a )  in t he  office of theo. 
Subbli , 2 clerks in t he off'i.ce of' the Ba kshi , a nd 9 , clerks in the :of�ice of  
tt.i.a Pe :;; hla, r ,  thu s  rr.a king a tota l  of  10 c le rks . 

. For the office of  the Kanugoye in Mora ng d i stri ct·,  appoint cl�rks 
(Haus:i.nda ) yourself and have th€: of ficial  work p,)rforme d .  Do wha to1 iso. 
ne ca s �o ry to in sllre economy for the governmant and welfa� for the ryotso. 
Subini t c1 cco unts a t  thE: end of uve ey  -yea r. .  Appropr iate t he  perqui_s;i.tes '  of  
your cffic e ,  in addition to the fee s pe rta ining t o  t he off ices of the , 
PccShknr and the Kanugoyc , at  t hG ra tes  preva lent in SAptnrio. Also approprieteo' 
th& f et:is  purbim.ng to t he o ffice cf the Pa tuwari in :Mor�ng distr_i.ct .  _o

'  " ;: . . . 

L .  cf . R . P o. 'l'ripoi thi ,  :301111:: /.. e cts or 1-luslim J.dmini stra tion, 1. llatwbad-:. , .  
Centra l Book Depct,  190 · ,  Chapter!. VI I-X • .  

I 
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Parti cula rs 

. Cl���� Ci't��si�da). J;zt· The Office ·· Of . .  The Subba . 

Name Monthly Emoluments 

1 .  Narapa ti Da s  Rs 12 

2 .  . . .  Rs 9 

3 .  • • •  'Rs 11 

Clerks (Nausinda ) In- The Office Of The Bakshi · :; . .  

. . .  Rs 1i 

2 .  . . . Rs 9 

Clerks (Nausinda ) In The Office Of The Peshkar Of Morari� 

l .  . . .  Rs 11 

2 .  . . .  Rs  ll 

3 .  . . .  Rs 9 

. l�r. • • • Rs 9 
, 1. •  

s .  : . . . .  Rs 9 

'l'ota l - 10 Naufindaes Rs 101 

Kartik B.qdi . l, 'tBJ7 Vikr.ama , 
· . Regmi Resea rcn . Collections , Vo l• 36 , pp . 48 2-LB J .  .

Note s 

This document indicate s t ha t t.bere were mainly t wo· allthorities irt 
charge ot th� district a dministra tion : the Subbs R nd the Bakshi�. However,_
the function s perfor112 d by thesenaut horities, and ,.;the e.xtent of' their 
juri sdiction, a re  not clear . }

.
:n India , the ''Bakshi ' '  or 11Bukhshee 1 1 wans 

. . . .  - -
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''a pa yma .3ter, an officer who se e special duty it ws s  . a lso to keep an 'accoftnt}::' < 
of a ll di sbursement s  connected with milit ary tenure s ,  a s  t hose of Mensab<lars ' 
and Jagirdarss. PF¾yma ster of  the f orce s .  Under the· Mogul s ys tem, , frequentzy 
.-,ne wit h  t he Commander-In-Chief . "  The same source defines ''Bakshi'' a s  "a 
superior ma gi strates. A superintenden t of revenue officers • .  11S 

Narapa ti Da s ,  who was a lre ndy Pes hka r,  Kanug�e and Patuwari , has been 
· appointed a lso a s  Nnu sinda in the office·  of thes' bba , but ti ss· specia l  

sta tu s  and responsibility i s  evident . D1;;finitions1 of t he  tenns Kanugoye
and Patuwari ha ve been given in the Regmi Re searc h  Seri es art:-.c1e mentione d 
above . , 

J� Pe shka r ,  i.n Indi a , wa s ' 1a,n agen t, a deputy, 9 mana ge r  in gene ra l , . ,
fo r a supesrior er proprietor, or one exercising j.n revenue a lld  custom 
dficers a de legs ted a ut,hority ; in B6nga l t be na tive of :fic;er in a judge ' s  
"r co llector ' s  off icu , next in rank to the ,Sarrishta da r ;  a subordina te 
officer, who i s  employt;ld to ke ap the a ccounts,  u su'6ordin� te revenues. 
,,fficer . 11 6 In the acsstern '1,'a ra i d i stri cts of Nepa l, t here i s  eviden ce 
that the Pesbkar funct ioned a s  a judi cial  offic er , 7 ? 

, r  
Na vis or Navi sa nda h i s  a Pers ian term ,-1hi ch <fonote.s 11a writer, a c lurk, 

a sec ratary, a trpnscriber . 11 8 

5 .  H . H. Wi lson, G lo ss.'.l ry Of Judi cia l And Revenue Terms And Of Useful; Words '  
Oc currin� I n  Off ici..11 Documents R�bting To '.'.'hu Admiuistrostion Of The 
Gov�) rnrr,ent Oi' Brit i sh ,  Ind ia I i·om '!'he' Ar;bic

� 
Per sic.1n Hindu stanis Sanskrit,  ,

fil:_ndi Bonga 11 Vriyn , lviorathi Guzara thi ,· 'e  lugu Kar-nata , Tflmi i Ma la-
p;G lr.. n, nnd Ot h�r- I;.Jngua gess ,  Lon n :  1 . H .  �i o .  Ltd, • 

6 • H .  l-i .  1:I il son , �. cit • p .  415 .  
/ 

7 .  ilppointment Of B hatan Del s P. s Peshka r In Sa ptsri And Y.ia hottari,  Ba i�kh 
Badi 1, 1H36 . Regl!li R-= search Colle ction s, Vol. 5, P • 623 ; Appointment .
Of lt h.:i ln pa ti Da s A s  Poahk,1r In Saptari and M.':l hottari , Regmi Resea rch 
Co ll0ction� , Vo l .  36,s. p .  50$ . • Also t Vol .  36, r, .  47-S-(Bara distri ct : s. 
Bhadra Sud i l,  18 34 ) s. 

8 .  H . H .  Wi lson, cp . cit . p .  372 . 
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Disbursement. Of Revenue s From l-!orang District 

Regmi Research Co lle ction$ ,  Vol . 25, p .  378 . 

l .  A su m  o f  R s  6 000  aga ins t revenues  from· Morang di stri ct, · ·with its head­
quarters a t  Vijaya pur, for the (Vikraman) year l.854 is hereby received 
through Garbhu a11d credited to t he  Tost}?khann (Treasury) as fo ll�s . 
It shanll be debite_d during audit of accounts.. 

· Rs 5000 aga in�t insta llment due on Baisakh Badi 13, 1854· • .  

Rs 1000 (advan ced to ) Sa rvanjit  Pnnde on Jestha Badi 1,  1854 to 
m�et royanl p.."1 lae e  and commercnia 1 expense s during his�, ..vi sit to Lha ssn. 

· . 

1854 Vikraman, 

2 .  l sum of Rs 4986 �nd 14 nnna s agains t Ijara revenues from Morang 
distric t, w ith its m adquarte rs at Vijayapur , for the (Vikr£.lma yaar)  
1853 i s  - herab:r 1"3 ceiv1;;d through Subba Dhaukn 1 Singh and credited ·to 
the Tosha khana ( Treas�) a s  fo llows : ·• 

Chanitra Badi , 18.53 • • • Rs 500 

Cha itra Badi 4, 1853 Rs 2.50 

Cha itra Sudi 2 ,  1853 • •  • Rs 80 

Cha itrn Sudi 3 ,  165) . .  . Rs 300 

Cha itra Sudi 11, 1853 · • • •  Rs 250 

Tots l  • • •  Rs 1, 380 

Gifts And Don.1tions Made Bl F.is Majestz 

To GJga lyani Bhandari • • •  Rs 60 

To Bisa shwar Lcha�i • • •  Rs 60 

To Jotikflr Ja i si • • n• Rs · 60 

To Khagapati Labha • •  • Ra 100 

To Panda . .  . Rs 10 

Contd • • • 
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To Dhya 

To Rama chandra 

'l'o Darhi Khata l  

To Mangn l Lnbhr1 ,  record­
keeper of fodder supplied 
for bulls 

To Ra jararn Ka dyR l 

To ·son of  Adni S3hadeo  
Padhya 

Tota l 

•. . . .  

. . .  

. . .  

! • • 

. . . .  

Gifts And Donati0ns M:1de By Her Mn jesty 

'l'o Jamuna 

To Kri shm.1 Simha 

To Dli:Jni Ke ti 

·ro No inra dti,::i 

Tota l  

Gift From �onior Nani Saheb 
to Nl:lray:m 0ineh Chi tra I,ari 

. . .  

..·• ·, 
. . . 

Rs . l.> 

Rs 5 

R's 20 

Rs 50 

Rs 30 

Rs 100 

Rs 500 

Rs 20 

Rs 1 1 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 59½ 

' '·'6. .  2 tRs · 

Gift s And t\?n.:1tions ?-�de By Juni,:r .Nani Sa heb 

To hcd llukt::ti 

'l'o Br,1 hman offerine 
Bel le ave s 

To Guhye sbwa ri Datta 

To Naul Sing 

• • •  Rs 15 '• 

. . .  Rs 12 

. . .  
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. To Bra hw.ln whi le 
gifting book 

To J la ka  Ma i  

To Jawani Keti 

To Meghya 

To Sunaketi 

To Tha gchheketi 

To L3xmiketi  

Tota l 

Wage s of Rupanarayan 
Chhipi employed to dya 
cloths by l'oshakhana 

'\-fage s of fou:..'" p:: rsons 
employed to powder me di­
cine s at Bhandarkhal, 
.from Narga &id i 1 to 
Fa l.gun Sudi lS 

Price of l,J C  bangles pa id 
to Pn shupc'Jti La h�khya 

To Mahindra Guru, in lieu 
of revenue lrc�m 3 khets 
arrong a tot.::: l  c;;f 5 khets

Mei te rni ty expenses to 
Gujya Keti, 

Feed �r g�vernment fa lco�ns 
and Pristhara j (? ) (birds? ) 

To Nurse Bidtnra , in lieu 
of revenues from 3 khet s 

230 • 

. . . 

. . ·• 

. . .. 

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . . 

. . . 

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . . . . 

Rs 5 

Rs 3 

Rs L 

Rs 10 

fts 7 

Rs h 

Rs 101�-

Rs 42n· 

Rs 71�r. 

ns 75 

Rs 1.5 

Rs 75 
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, ,.;·· To Nurse) Jo�ya ., doo: ' ; · •- • o. _o
To Bhanu Pa dhya Bra hmani, 
in lieu of re venues frt>m 
2 khets • • •  

Wedding expense s of grand­
daughter oro· Ma lama Va idya • • • 

To Ba labha.dra Pnndi t ,  in 
lieu of revenue from 
khuwa lands • • • 

To Ja sya Khawa s,o· in  lieu 
of revenue fromo. l � 
a ss�gned ll s  · Jagir , . 

To Brinda Bhandari, do . 
i khet and 60o-muris 

Ba lance due to Neha 1 Ba hu­
rupi from rewa rd gran ted 
during Fa lgun fe stiva l • • • 

For purchase of gpats 
during Bha ira vi fe stival 

· -throug h Laxma n  Chaudhari · - . . . . . 

'l'o we_t-nurse of Dhan Sabeb , 
in lieu of re venue frcm · 
3 khets . · ·� 

·ro nurse do . '? khets • • • ' 
,. _  · _ . .-; � 

Emoluments 'or - artisans em-. 
p lo�d for Dtone·-work a t  
Jaga�ath temple : 

To Hart1'ris hna Kha was , ·  in 
lieu of revenue f rom 2 khets 

To Hridayanar"aya11, do . • • •  

· To talu Rangrej a s  wage s 
for dye$ng cloth during 
Fagu .resti va l  • • • 

Rs ?S.' 

. , 

as '.tio 

�-Rs $0 

Rs 95 

).· 

!ins 40 

Rs '. 24 -

... • ,  

Rs 212 

Rs 7S _ 

Rs 50
d 

! ' 

Rs: $0 

Rs 50 ' 

Rs 20 • 
•i' 
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Expenses for Chudakarma 
and Annapra shan ceremonies 
of foure- children of Rana 
Simha Sha hi • • • ' Rs 1,0 

, , ·• , . 

Farew0 ll expenses f or c lerk 
(Na visinda ) of  Bhawani Das 
and for Kris hnaram Da s• .......... • • •  Rs 75 

., . ·. 

Wedding expenses for Ka s3un-
bage. lya ( ? ) Bra tur.an • • •  F.{s 40 

To Bbola Ma salchi . •, . 

( spice-vendor) . . .  > Rs . 25 
Cost of five guri s of Hira la l . - . · .  . . ,. Rs 60 

Emo luments of La:xrninarayim 
Hau (barber) . . .  Rs 10 

, Emoluments of Harahari Vaidya 
.-I •. 

{Physician ) ,  in lieu of 
revenue from 3 khets  . . .  Rs · 75 

Cost of 90 tolas  of �ttar, 
L swords ond one pa ir ,f 
cocks  presen ted to His Ma jesty 
by Dbur Patari · I\ • • •  Rs  277� . .  

Cost ef med ica l  treaetment 
of the Jun!.01· Princess 
( Kancl:ha l·hni Sa heb ) ,  tbroi;.gh 
Subedar Ram Si.ugh • • •  

· "  
Ritual cf f'ertng (Dakshina ) 
made during religious cere­
monies perfonned by the 
Senior Princess  ( Jetha Nani 

. . .Sa he b) , t h:"Oug b Pure hit . : , 

(Priest ) Dovid� s  • • • 

En10luments of Kuhmi Gurung,  
. I ·. 1 -in lieu vf r evenue from 

3 khets it .  • • •  Rs · s, ' ' 

· c'ohtd • • •  
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Emelumen ts of Banshu Khawa s 
in lieu of revenue from l khet 
to mee t t he  short fal l in Io 
khe ts a ssign\3d in Chi sapani 

Fina l insta llment of sa l.ary due 
to Sangamla 1 Chi trakr.ri 
( paint e r )  be  leng.ing to the 
Mad he sh ( i . e n. India ) 

For relic ious function s nnd 
dan t�s- at various pla ceJS, 
through Ditt�e Laxmi Narn�. n : -

Exp�nses incurred in 12-�rear 
fW"l ction s a t Sikhali-Dauta 
(temple ) 

Cos t of  cF,.ne require d for 
c �1riot of Itkhw� l  M8 chhindra ­
nath 

Ritua l donation (Dan) made 
during Chandrayan ( fa st )  by
( the prince of) S::i lyim, 
nephew (of  Hi s Ma jc: sty) 

do . by Sir Ba hadur Shah 

Emo luments in lieu of re venue 
from 4 kht:ts to Ga ind a Bh..1 ju 
and Kisi B hn j u ,  attenda nt s 
� t  tha p :Ls nce:: where Parthi� 
Pujn Wt.1 s pe rf crmed 

Tota l 

Je st ha �aa1 13 , lb,h Vikrania , 

t 
. .. .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . •. 

Rs 2.5 

Rs 239 

11s 94 

R's 10 

Rs ? 

Rs lJ 

R� 100 

Rs 4 868 and l4 annas.  
1 

Regmi Re sea r ch Co lle ctions ,  Vol . 25 , pp • .  38 2-385 . 
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Tha Indr� ja tra Fest i v� lx 

By 

Ba bur am ,1 cha rya . 

. •, -� / ...
Indra j a tra i s  proba b ly the olde st fe st iv a l  o f  Nepa l .  Surpri.s,1.ng ly,

the re exists  one rerr18rkab le s im i la rity bi:itw%n the :Hay Pole fe stiva l, 
whi ch i s  observt'- d on t L� fir st dc,y of .tvk,y eve ry yt-:ar in Eng land 2 s WE: 11 
a s  in o t her p:-, rt s  of Europe ,  3 Dd t t:e Indrn j3 tr.3 fe stiva l .  In bo th fc, s t i ­
va ls,  peep le ore ct a t r  1 1  pelt: ,i round which they da n ce and sin g .  lfowevc: r ,  
in Europu the: top ol:' · tr.w pol6 i s  do co ru t0d with  ribbons , whi h: bunting s 
;:: r\; usbd in lfa pa l .  Thi s d if f G rence  doe s not me.a n  mu c h ,  ho-wever . The stri k­
ing dmilti rity between th6 Hay Po le festiva l a nd Indro jci tra fe stiva l 
ind ic;:; te :::, tha t the Europea n rn ce of t he anc ient age a nd t he nomP. d i c  Indo ­
Europc.ian rn ce , th1;; nnc8stors o f  t ht )  J"..ryans  of  Indio and Iran, u [,;; d  to 
obsGrve an ident i �a l  fe stiva l at one sta ge ,  but t hat it b egrin to be c� l� ­
bra te d  in the com• ::,c o f  time in v:.1 rying form s und0r  t he in flusnc � o f  dif ! '&. 
rant cliri .ate s rind  id1.: a s  w t-Jen it move d to Europa ;:,r1d t honce to India&. Ps op i. &;
US'-d to ce lebra te t he  f c s t ivri l 0v.::m w h0n t hey lived th,:: life oi' nomad s .  
Dancing rind s ing ing wer� thd M'l in fcc tu.res of t hF- t fe stiva l .  S ince t h,·, 
f..:; stba l c?uld be, en jr>y,Jd on ly if' it we. s c u leur::it ed :in moon li;: ht, r,:.: o r� l ,, 
in s0ve :.c·c1 l c0W1trie s , inc luqing ffopa l ,  use d  t o  ce lGbrate it a ccord ing ly , 
ln c o11lfn .Jr 1  wi. th  rm IndicJn prn ct i c.:e , t he lndra ja tr<1 fe st ivc1 l c oirtll1EJnc;;;; s  in 
N ,) p.s l .:i l o:;,  l' ron, t b:: t\·Jt , lth dJJ o f  t he? br ight lrn lf' cf' t be month c: nd terid&­
n:3 t<': d  cr:i tl18 :fu ll r:-.con day. In Europe , tho prac tice cf  oQ �6rving t h0 lun: f 
C�! l.:,r,d::: r hn s long bt:�n g ive n up ::: n d  2 1 1  fe s t iir1 ls  a re ob sbrv.:, d  t ti,::re 0 ! 1  
tb ,j or: si �; c i  .::: ,) br 11 .outbs . So u o  hm:; .c• nigh t . •h/; S to l:., u  s c l8ctt,d  for ob :.;1..;t • ·  . .  , 
ing ,:.ny i'astiv3 l in Eur:,pe . 'l'hc f irst �hy u f  t he month  of Hay i .s  pr,;:; scrii, . ,/ 
3 5  t L,0 d:. t0  for t L,;; obs .:,rvr. nce of t,h1;; �12y Po le f'o s tiva l ,  be cuus.:: it  i s  t,1 . i 
o ldc.i �t i'u s t.i·:« l i:! Eu:rop'.1 . 

'I'ha Rigv c cb ,  tht1 · o ldt::: ::;t s c.:l"'ip tu.rEi of t he  Hindu /1 r:_r1: r{s who - b� rl  s0 tt l1..'.�  
du \/Ll .i.o L bo..: Iridu.s rmd Gange t.i.c p l:i in .s, ,md who ,<:ro or,0 of th� t, r.rc e; 
!.J t' :! 1 1c h0:=;  0 f.'  trie 1�ryrm rn c0 , and th-:: 1� vc.: sta "f. t he I r:::nian ,'\Ty.ems, mu �t b 
con��ult.::,d if we a re  to tr.:: ce t be orie in of the Ird rr: j at ra fe �tiva l . ·  In 
h0 t. h  �crip ture s ,  Var�a , Inci :ca .1 gni ,  ,:nd o t t1- r  g od s  <1ro m&nt.1,ono d .  Thi ::; i :..  
so b;;: cc H.153 t i 1e Hindu 1' ryo m: nnd the Irani.an l. ry a u s  werE', two branc h8 s o f  
th.;; scim-J fm11ily . Eow6v1;; r, tbr:: :::;  .. t-10 L :c&n ch6s w.::r1-) ho stil0 t o  oa cb. oth�� r . 
�1hi l.;;; t. ht/ nigve:da d.:r ncrib1:; s Indr� as the e; r�n te st of alFg ods·, t he Av<.: .s t .0 

, 

pN-Sent,s r.tn. .2 s a d1:;mon . Ont::-four'\.h o f  tLo Rigvcda is  devo·tcd  to t b, .. r11�T.s.Q. 
of Indra&. Lik0 wi se ,  th•J Hindus  rugtJ rdi2'd a 3  god  evt:: rybody pr8 scfo ted a s  da.m--
in t i io Avc stnr. 

. 

'l' 
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'I'he Hindu J. ryan s had ju st tE? ken to cult:i va tion in the �indhu..; Sutle j 
pla ins . Pea �nt s neede d ra ins , but frequ,3nt drought hampered t heir a gri-
cu l turr1 l op.:;ra tions&. They t herefore con jectured t he exi s-:tence •i' a dem::>n 
named Vritra , who wa s respon sib le for drought . The Hindu Arya ns th�n tnougtf.t 
Ul3 t th0y noE;d�d a· god who wa s powerful enou gh to kill tha t d emon . 
Ths;:;y ac cording ly ima gin�d of  t he existence of a god named Indfcl&. The , 
,:lifvc: dc1 d.:p ic:t s IndrP. a s  a go d a rne d  w it h  a thun do rbo lt and fooo of  liquor 
cD fD;_; · ·.s.-:;1 : !a r c.1 s,1&. In thn t  age , p6o.ple did not  thi nk in te nns •.of he aven, 
sarth ci ilil-11<:<Il . The !1i ,-:rvoda therefore rne<ntioti: d the e xi st ence of , three 
wo r d �, ,  nc: m:: ly t h8 22rth (pri thvi) sp,· ce (/• nt.c, r ik sha ) and t):le abode o f  
2:o d s  ( 1J iw� ) &. J, cccr · d ine; to le gen d ,  Divc1 w, s the :ibodt: o f  Indr� , who wo s 
�.? id to rw w vowe d t ;.,  kill Vritra for t he bencfi t of t he Aryans �  P.:;?,Ople · 
us e d to throw ;ionn rA se. into t ik! fire in la rge qu.'Jnti t ic s  a s  :::!TI offering 
to Iridrc:! , a s  t hey be l{e vo d thc1 t any f ood t hrown into t h e  ±'ire .  in the name 
nf any god would re::i c h  him . 

,� cc0rding to th'"  s tory rel-:< t:;; d  in- t ha V0das, Indra , a ccompanied  by 
l'\ther go J s in clu d in g  Vayu , Gnd c.:: rrying a thundt:rbolt, would  swiftly 
A tt,:i ck Vri trc.: -�rid 2xtond n s t: istance to t h,� l: ryc :11s  in th dr fi i1.ht against 
t. h·.; non -i, ry i.m s .  H<c-DC 8 Indr:� wa : r,, g :ird.ad no t. on ly n s · tbc . od of  ra ins but 
a l .so ,; ::; t r.t: goo o f  wa r .  'J, rncng the Hindu Lry;,_n s,  Va i s hy� s  were in t he ma jo­
r · it.1 , a nd t ht.: nurrl.H,,r of  K s hA triyc s or wcrrior s , , :as ver y smd l .  Bw�h n,:1�ded 
t1 1,� su�Jpor t of IndrH&. Va L, hya s sowe d s ,:i ed s  aft.or t he cornmencoment of tho 
r1:dny s12<1 s on .  ifhen t he se f�dti  ::;t.:-. r ted �ront ing , it wa s mi tur6 l tba t pea santc 
sh·::,uld te f i  llf: d  wit h joy .  Tri1::y t hus could not ho lp (:;·xpres sin.tr gro titude 
to Indr.:1 ,  t h'-' Lod of  rr, in :, . It th e.r..::fare ·bc� cBme e s:..::?n ti.A l f or t hem 'tc skrt 
:-: fo s tiv� l .  i, few Brn hmin s, ,1.ho porfo rrned re ligi ou s  ritua ls ,  took intere::; t 
in thi s  re st iv� l, uut K cha triy:i s too k petrt in i t  becaus(i Indra w:: s  after 
o 1 1  t r;,; go d of  w::i r .  !; lthour: h tLe V•..: d� s  ;:ind the Bra&hJTJin scriptures d o , not 
co r.t d n  t1 r 1y re fe rence to this lndra j � trn fe sti va�, \h(:I fnct it:hat the lite­
rr. t,.i r<:: L :: l .. n:: in ; ;  T,o t he Fur::-!rd c ?gG de&scribe s it as&'· �.ci vi�g a t�e in&d a l,· ... , 

pE;rf.::: c:t :: t : , ._: ..;  e om titut es C::vid t:in c8 tha t ' tr,e fi:r ntivn 1 _ d8tGs bQ ck to .  t ha 
Ve dic a g0 .  

' 

Dt.:.r ing t h0 P uranic ag0 t ba t  follm•1E; d  t he Vedic .PJiod , t.hc;J ex\�t,1_3nc� 
ci' hG L; V E; C ,  C;; a rt h  m, d r:;;'; 11 wa s iir..S gin.J d, a n d  impc r·k n�'. Wa e g'lven 'to ·. '3rabmc� ,  
�3 i s �.nu r: n d  1•Jr, r.,: s h\;arrj&. Irna g-E; s of B i s hnu and l1�a bu :,hwa rE( war e mado aidr1-10 :t- ,i' 
� hi ppE.d . Li S ::3  L:p• rto nC.;) W� S givf:n t o  Indra&. ll<:: wa s d�ic ted as 'an 'ob'ed i,jnt 
serva nt o f' Brn hma , Ri.shnu a nd l-'il_he shwa ra&. However, no · mytholog is t had th":! 
coura ue to d ive s t  Indra c f  hi s pe sition a s  the King of the gcrie ("i)e'varaja l .  
In f2 ct , Kn l.id :r n ,  ,i {Jcpul2 r po13t of tho Puran ic c'lg1e, ,  has pnlogized Indra . 
In t:i :: i·:.::?p huvcJ n she. , Kn lida s ho fJ said that King Dr1 shara th would bow do�&· 
on ly b . : : · n :  ·- Jr:di · :1 1: h,:n h0 wa s c,ngaged in re l ir, iou s perfc,:cma nce s  with t h:; 
n ,o t.iv0 o f  E.tt.a ining _ th'- p,. ::itio n  of a god . 
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Ind radhwa jP. wa s rega rded ;:i s  t he syrr,bo l of Indl'.R&. Indre. dwe lt · in a 
region hj.Rher them 5Pa ce (!, ntc1 ri k sha ) .  This .  exp la in� why . people cons i-

. de red it nece ssary : to in �i:,:� ll e .very ta l l  po l_e w hi le ob serving t he' Indra ­
jn tra , festiva l .  Sculpture had n lre ady progressed during t he Pure nic a ge .  
Go lden ido l s o f  Ind ra  a nd his wife (Indrani ) wer� therefore made and · pl'1 c a J  
) n  t he fe at of the po le fo � purpos e s  o f  wor ship . 

The Vi.s hnud harr.1ott.:1r Purana r io t only do.scribe r. the p:.ocodure of inst.c1 l l­
ing the IndraJhi•.1c1 j c1 , Lut :.: ls o cont a in s  c1 n  intere sting s tory .  The � tory run 3 
a s  fo llow� : h'be11 d eJ\; r! t,.,d by thu de:monr U sur�1 s ) ,  the god s ,  . led by Indre , 

. · approac t_ied Vi shnu , ,.rho �-m s then dwe l ling on t he Ocean of Milk (Ksheera ­
S-"-! i:.udr�i )  wit h a p le a  for s,1ccor,  Vi shnu t hen gn ve them&e fla g and sa i d, 
1 1 If you rro to t he b r:i t t lE:field wit h  this f1:'1 g, t he ·J, surc1 s orc&, sqI" e  to · ge t  
d,,;fea t� d . n, 'f'he gods ::i c "tci d  n cco rd ing ly and defe f!ted t he .A sura s .  Indra , 
p h;J so2·d over this vietory,  wor shippe d the fl�. r.;  w it h  mu ch fanf3 re � He then 
offcr ad t he fln t� to K inr, iJa&::;u o f  Cbodi ,:, r,d sa id , 1 1 Famine uill never brenk 
out , .t ht t bre r-; t  o f t h:: enemy w ill ai sc1ppear 0;nd th c, re w i ll 'bo rr.a ny othor _b ..;:1d' i t s  to i:. iw S t::1 te if its King ob sGrvt- s th1:1 fc st iv� l of 1-1o rshipping&. 
Tndr;;;• dhwc:i jc::&. 11 Va �u wa s r:b le to a tta i n  pro sperity nnd V9 nqu i s h  hi s enemy . 
b.;; cau sen,=, r. 11.,:.red th•= instru ct ions of Indra&. Tt1i s s tor,r ind ic a tes ttlB; t 
thi s fe �; t iva l use d to be •b f;e:cved onthusic1 sticc:: Uy a 11 ove r Indfo when it&· _
wa s rii'l1:; d by Hiud us . 

Witb tho advtnt o f  I s°larn, the Hindu King� grt1du .:, lly lo:3 t  their cons­. _
''c:i.o usm. S ci ,  w i  U1 t he 1 · f• � t.i h  t bnt  t ho imporu- nc.€ o f' thi s i'e st iw, 1 ,dc:: c linod . 
-tdthough Muslims fa i le d  to dorrdnn tt.' N0pa l during tbe me di ew', i p0riod , yo t 
th-, c ountry wa s spli t in to numerous tiny st0tes&. 'I'hi s fo stiv;i l wci s ob ren&•:. d  
in 0 ::i c l 1 o f  t b,:, r.:1:i sma ll sta te s ,  t·. lbt: i t  on c1 sma ll s ca l;::1 •  Ir. K� thrm ndu ,  i t  
atk, im, d ri n ?. dvancGd s ta ge duririrr t he rule o f  K ing Prri tap N}i lln ( 1698- 173 1 ·'• 
V:�kri:i r,n ) .  H� ron�med th.: In dr:::i rlhwa j a  fi: stiva l  r: s Ind ra ja tr a ,  ,i nd celubrP. t( c '.  
it. on :a' bj,c s c:1 1,� .  '!'hi;;; i s  pro ved by in:"..:ripti ona l ov idi;n ce . In Indie , it 
wa s t h-3 pra c tice to in� ta ll the pcle on tho <c:i ghth dny of the ].;ri ght ha lf 
oi' t he rr.onth of Bhadra md t.rnrship i t  f er 7 or&e d�: ys . 

. In 1809 ( 1742 / . •  r . ) ,  Jaya Pr.:i ka sh,  the h, s t  t-t:i lla ruler o f _ Kn thnc!ndu , 
o b to �:rv'-.l d t he Kurrc ri ft:. st iVc! 1 simult.am,ou�;l�r wi t b  t t?.:; Indra j a t:t•,� f,3 s 'l iva l .  
n , s  pr:, c t.i �u of wors hipping a virgin g L··l to oe cho sen� from B mong. th& 
d2ughters .  of . a Buddhi st a s  the .symbol of Godd<:lss Kunia ri had b.:.en stnrted 
du rin g  t he re ign of  Pra t;;i p  Hn l lr;&. Ja�,rn �ra kas h  �•ln llo introduced two Kumar.'.!&: 
(virg in boys ) to be w ors hipped n s  t he �ymbol s of God B haira va . 'H,.ey �- -

, tak�n round t ho t own . on s,3p:n•ate chari'.  ts r1t  tho timp ..-Of the Indraja tra 
ftstiva l .  Indrajatra thus . be cAm6 a mor� �� rry festiva l ;  

• I 

Whi le tha Indradhwa ja f(: st.i'.val,  boing obsc,.:1-ve d ty · tho Hindu Aryans 
for 1. ha past SC,00 yc-: r- .-;  h,; s alrez dy wi nis h1;;d fron: Inc.lin , it c ontinue s to • 
be . ce lebreted on a n at iona l l&vel in our c oun try . This is a mtto r  of  pric! , ;
i'or u f; .  

http:obto�:rv'-.ld
http:1�f��t.ih


237 . 

King Prithvi Narayan Sha h 'os Letters To Pandit 
Ra jiva lochan and Para shuram Thapalo. 

l •. l;'rom King Prit,hvi Narayan  Sha h to' Pandit Rajiva lochan, 
� , 

Greetingso. A 1 1  i s  wello· here a nd we want the same thereo. 
i ,  

News o f  your 
well-be ing wi ll ma ke us feel happy . We have rec�ived your letter and 
note d  its  contents . The news here is  good . 

You have written that  milita ry a ction be co.n eed during the coming · 
Jivaoaksha . 2 You ha ve advi sed we ll . But since we hre about to c orrmence 
a ct.ion in Ch,me;u c1nd Sankhu, we will not be ablo to coranence a ction effc c- 1, . 

tive ly tharao. Wo sha ll not rCc.ma in  silE:nt i f  ci ctior. i s  sta rte d  i'rom t horeo. 
He sha l l  .:i ct a ccording to circum stances . If a ction i s  started on two frcn� .., �  
it ma y not b e  effective from t hi s  sid,8o. 

Ycu have wri-+;ten : 11 I have repre sented here before my lord that , l(a ski 
ha s  nowhere to go  be side s Go rkha .o1 1 You have t hus rnRde a co:rTect  represan -· 
ta tioo beforl,; our brotllcr . This i s  g,,ed . Whe r� can Gorkha go oo si.:ies Ka sk:. 
Even if Ka ski does not commence n ction today,o· it wi ll do so tomorrow, t.hc·  
by bel)Ci'itting Gorkhno. Even if Gorkha does nc• t commence a ction today1 , i.t 
'\ri ll do so  to morrow, thereby btmefi tting Ka skio. But ( it i s  an objectiv0 o i' 
Sta t0 policy ) to serve tho intt=:r;:;; st s of both' Gorkha a nd Ka ski . Even jlf
action i s  no t c omrf);;nc�d today, it may be commen ced tomorrcw .  Ciret1ms'u nc;., � 
trJD.y creat0 difficulties ,  but it is our de sire t ,,  reduc,� Lamjung and fu \f;o' · 
the 'ambition of our brotb6r . 

You ru:iv0 rn3da � requa st  to tho 8ffcct · t ha t  the famHy of tho Ka j i  1)€
p,ivi::n �bc0lter . But ha d we done so , t h<.? 11-mii ly ..,f t he  Ka ji  would have turn.::-:o. 
:1c0 irwt Lim . \f:j t hJr,Jfore could , not ch soo. 'l'h0 , Ka ji  ha s 'bolwved improper:i.:-, 
1.;i tt u s  rind d Scaped . He let his family .depa rt . beca use we did not wan·t to 
creato a r if t  be tween the Ka ji  and his ;family .' ·  

l .  Neyaraj Pant ( c t . al) , Shri 5 Prithvina ;ayn n  Shah  Ko Upade sh ( Tea chings. 
of King Prithv:! Narayan Sha h),  La litpur : Jagndr.> mba Praka shan, n . d � ,  
PP.rt 3 ,  pµ . 932-9hl . 

2 .  ,�n a uspicious moment cci lctilA ted on thi;; ba f:i s of the position of t he  
irn8 gina ry planet Ra hu vis-D -vis other planet s .  

Contd • • o• 
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You a re livin g a t  the feet  of our bro th e::- .  You too are there, a nd we 
sha ll s end respe ctable � rsons frcm here . Persun de the Ka j i  to re .turn 
here&. Wha t more to wise people ? 

Sa turday, Ma gh Bn d i  9, 
Carr.p : Madi, Nuwakot . 

Note s 

This letter wa s r-:ent by Pri thvi Na rayan Sha h to Pandi t  Ra j iv::i loc ha n 
in Ka skL It doe s not me ntion the ye ar : ri1ost of t he documen ts i ssued 
durini; the t irrB o f  Prithv i  N8ra:•an Shah and e arli er mention on ly t he  
month, t he da te nnd the d;:iy of t he wic:e k .  It i s  t herefore ne ce: ssar;;r to 
a scertain t he ye�r in ..-Heh thi �: . letter wa s wi-i t'ti.:ri on the ba si s  o f  thf; 
E vent s m�ntion0 d in it . 

The lot.t�r rt?fers  to plans for the&. comrti.e st ttf Sankhu and Cbanga : 
Prithvi Narayan. Sha h , :i ·c sted Nuwa ko t of King&. Jaya Pra ka sh Ma lla of 
Ke ntipur 111 1.EiOl Vikrt,ma . He tbE.>ri s tarted ma� ing prqxiration s f or t he 
conqu,J::: t  of  K:.:t bnnudu VA l ley . Therf: ware mu�ua l hos.ti lities&· among Gorkha , 
Ka thmandu and Pa tan because o f  t h•.£:ir cont iguous boundari�s . Pritbvi Naro yP.n 
;.)La h 1 s Grui1ity towa rd� K£, thn,·:rndu and Pa tan intcms tfied when he nnnexe d part 
nf t hdir territorie � .  Pritbvi Nr..rayan Shc1 h  warrt0 d to ma int a in emicable 
r·E':: la tions with Eha ktR-pur ,'l s th! <:> would enable him i to exert pre s sur e on 
I(o ttu11:n1du ,=ind Pu t:1 a . Thi s i �:; tt:t:, r , �on ·w hy he us_ed to ha lp B lw kta pur to 
f ight � gc:iris t Ka thmandu, and o l a:,  g uve to Bhc: ktapur � part o f' t ht, conque r.•i < :  
terri tories&. 'l'nkinz acivrmtr• r,e oi' t ho int8rnn l coi1 flicts o:f Jaya Pra ka s h  
F!E.t lla ,  Prithvi lfar,1ytm Sh:1 b . ccupie d  Sankhu mid C hangu in .  1003 Vikra111 .. '1 
with the he lp of King Rana jit �k� l la o f  B hn l�tupur. But hfl could not retD in 
p1.. ss es sion of t he � vi l lage � for long&. Soon t·h8 Corl:: h,.:\\1.G ware driven out 

·c, f  Sa nkhu nnd Changu . . . . .: 

King Siddhi Na raya n Sha h  o f  Ka �;ki wn s  a · contc:mpora ry of Pri tnvi Na ra:'" : ,  
Sl:".r.S h .  

I n  t nc beginning , the Gorkhti lis strengthened . .  the ir. fri6'nd.ship .  with 
Lqznjung in ord1:;r to fi ght a ga inst Ka ski . But a s  scon /J-6 Prithvi Na rr,yan 
Sha h c onquare d Nuwa kot , Lamjung be com� hos ti le � 1'he re sul't was t ha t  Prit hvi 
Na rayan Shah wa s force d to fight on t he wt: st e�n fronti too fro m t ime •  to., · • .  
time and wa s unab l� to Illa l".Ch wi th n ssur�mc� 'towards the e ast .  In this 
le tter, Pri thvi Na rayan Sha h ha s  tried hi e b1:: st to 1-1:fo ov0r f.a ski ,  -prorni::: i r. , �
to he lp 1 t in annexing the territorie s of Lamjunr .  RP jivn'i.oc han m1Jde 1. 1  

r� qu� st to the: �ffect t hP. t  Gork h� should con:mBn c� u ctidn jointly with 
K-3.&ski against Larnjung during th& coming JivapD k sha&. Prj.t hv i&. Narayan Sha h ,  
hc,w&ver, refused to de so en t he groun d of' hi s projE: cted .a tta ck o n  &i nkt:i.: 
nnd Chrin1:,"U .  He· a l so  tri 0d to pe rsua de K1 ski to · kc�p  on wa i ting , saying : 
"'Sven if Gorkha d oc s  not cornmur.c ,; a ction today, it will do s o· tomorrow, 
L b0rdby bcnefi ttine Ka ski . 
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I t  h:.i s no t been po ssible to&: identify t he Ka j i  who��- i s  ment ioheq in t he 
letter .  It appeer s that  the K� j i  conm itted some . : crime and fle d to Ka ski , . 
while hi s f�mi ly rema ine d in Gorkha . Ra &jiva loch3n requeested that the Ka ji 1 s 
fr· mily be (je: ta ine d  in  Gorkha&. But Pri t hvi NarP-yan . Sh.?. h consi dered it ina dvi fi­
<1b le to do s c, ,  mid sugge ste p t ha t  the Ka ji he per S?aded to return to Gorkha&. 

i . . 
The letter thu s nppau rs to m ve be;en writ tcm 011 M.i gh 6 (or .  �ch Ba di o'  

1802 Vikr,,ma � 

Gre E ting s .  1' 11 i s  we l l  he re a nd w�, w�nt the s2.mc there .&1 News of your 
we ll-be ing wi ll ma ke u s  fee l ha ppy . The n<';W  S he�e i s  go�d .  

. Ye sterday, I sent n n  ord (;;r t hrough Vidy-A pe. ti Uj ha d i recting&' that tb � 
Jy8mi be i' l�yed a live . I hett.;;by so lemnly p le dgn th:::t I sha ll prote ct your 
life and p ro p:: rty and _ provi de you with rne<m B of live li ho od �  Come to us . I 
s ha l l  � l so :re stor0 your B1rt.1 l ands , If I do not fulfi 11 this pludge,  may 
th� avil (� :re s of  Shri Gorrkhna th fa ll on ni,� . If ! fu J.i'i 11 this ple�e, may 
the gra ciou$ eyes .,r Shri Goraktuv:ith fa 11 on· me&. If you do not come here . 
w hGn summon(;:d, you will se 3 whf,t  happans . What niore to wi se people . 

honda y, B hr, dr.: Badi 2 ,
Camp : Nt.wa kot . 

Note s 

'i b i s lottur wa s sent by Prithyi Nara ya n  Sh::i h t,o ?ara shura rn Thapa from •, 
Nu�Jn lr n t &. 

t 'ri. t hv i !h rnysn �,he h a s crmded t h'J thro� o f  Gorkhn in 1799 Vikrama � 
E.=.:: \-l,� :· . i r�, ·,, er� � f  a ge 9 t  tha t  time&. From the very yuar of hi s a cce t:1sion ·
to t n.__, t., ! i l ' i , L ,  , L , .: :; tri r tr� d making ,s f for.t s  to&· expa nd his Kingdo m .  Sinc e  , i 
L,i 11.jur ,L ,--;nd o 1 &t : . r princ ip::. lit ie s  in t ho we.st w0r· e quite s ti-ong , he cons i­
dor,� d it mor v r. dvi �[i ble to move to\.la rd s thG east&. He ,there for<: de cided to 

: .. .. ;;,,._o ccupy lJuw.1 kot . 

f.. t tr.n t time , J5ya nta Rn na ,  � generr, l of King Jaya 'P3i[lkash Ma lla o f  
Ka thm:i ndu , \-:'.'! :.:; ir ,  cc,mm�nd of Nuua kot . Th0 Gorkha lis wore f r:.3f� ted by tbf:• 
troo p s  :1:.. J t�· J�y, :nt.:.-, Rana&. Pri thvi Narflya n Shr; h., rcpeat ,Jd his attem,pt to 

· cccupy ! !uw� kot in 1601 Vikr;im� . :1e trie d to win over Jayc'mta Rana to&. his 
f,id,: . J .1 �' : .nt:1 f-t·. m wa s previously a m i litary <!onnn.::nd e r  of  Gorkha&. Howevdr , 
J2.y,mt1 H.o ,;  fJ �•-= f; lit, u  thD t he would rer:.::i in fr: ithful to , Jaya Pra Y.a s.b Malle • 
Pritlwi t:;jr..:;y: :r1 ShF! h t herufore d,0 ...: ided to oc cupy Uuwakot by force of  arms . 
On J. �1-ii 1� l ·� ,  u· o1 V :i.h r:irn::1 , he;; sudden ly a tta C'ked NuwJko t . The Gorkta 11s crune 
ou t vict.o :dc. d :..:  in tLis  ba ttk . Shankhamani Rana , a son of  Jr:i yanta Rana , · 

Contd • •  , 
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tell tigl£1�1ng 1n the b11ttl,dr. �ayanta Rana w:a s at, that time staying a t  
Balkot. �ast o t  N:uwakot .. A tew days later ., Prithvi Narayan Shah occupiec 
1,ellcot a lso. Jayanta Rana- wa s captured arid was ·later flayed aliver. 

I, • 
; 

Gya rrd i s  s Magar clan. The letter intonns Para shuram Tbapa that J3yan'!:;; · · ··Rana had been tlayed a liver. 

Parash\D'am Thapa was a brother of Kashiram �thapar. ,He uas pro·n.ously a 
military commander of  King Banajit Malla o f Bbaktapur • .  t.fter the Gorktn.l:l.s 
occupied Nuwakot., King Jaya Prakash M9 lla of Katranandl,l , made efforts. toi • 
drive them out . He began to look for a capable military commander to under­
take t.he ta slc .  He selected Kasbiram- Thapa for t htsrpurpo se and Eent hi-,1: , . .  
to re .. ccupy Nuwakot with a large force urd er his command .  Thi s report , - :,
created alarm am:,ng the Gorkhalis.  But the Gorkhali �:-:,c�s ., wb:>se C(Jurage > 

·had wen bolstered by the· fi� a ssu.·.:.nce s of Prith·Ji :t-Jaray�n Shah., f ought 
brave ly and . therefore emerged victorious .  Ka shi�am Thapa es,3�d to his 
home in Pa lanchok . Jaya Prakash Ma lla therefore becama .furious �t h bim . 
Later, Ka shiram Tnapa and his follow�s -were �ssa ssrinated at the instance 
of Jaya Prakash Ma lla whila they W(.re pertonning reUgious ce.,--emonies  et 
Deopa�an.. 

When he heard that his broth6r, Ka shiram Thapa : h.:1d been a� .::rassinata�r­
in thi s manner, Parashuram Thapa ae cided to t ake revenga upon Jaya Praka sh 
Mallar. He tried to  invite the Gorkba lis and brir.g about t he end of Jayr: 
Prakssh Mallar. It was . against this ba ckground that a plan ua s formul:te d 
jointly by Gorkha and Bhakt apur to wre st Sankhu a n:� C; . .;,.1Ql from lwntip1�:� � 

Tb.a latter gives many a ssurances to Para shurc.1l Thap-i in 2n nttew.::,t 7"  
persuade him to come over to Gorkha . But no agreement could be efi'a�-:-.,:H� , 
and Pri thvi Narayan Shah later wrote in hi s '.Dibya Upad3 sh that bi :;as · bt�t1 ,:,y-.;  d by Parashuram Thap2r.. . -_ '.\_ · 

Since this ktte·r info.rms Pa�shura1m T�pa tha t J:1yanta .�r.a ha d btt."' 
flaye d t! live ,. 1 t mus t have been written after 18�·. •;::.:-:- · 1  ma .  ·Tr.ere_ is 13·�- . 
that it was actu� lly written on Bhadra 9 (Bhadra Dccii ;J)r., l9C4 Vi!�,a r,jr. . ' 

(S.B .M. )  
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