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Nanyadeva
By
, 1
Surya Bikram Gnyawali

R0

Nanyadeva occupies an important place in the Vamshavalis of Nepsl,
Kings who ruled Nepal during-the 17th century have described Nanyadeva
as the founder of their dyni.: ty or a prominent ancester, King Japajjyoti
M21la of Bhakuapur, in a drama called Muditakuvalavashwa written by him
in 718 Nepal era (1628 4.D.), has traced his descent from Nanyadeva. Simi-
lerly, King Pratapa Malla of Kathmendu, in an inscription dated 769 Nepal
era (February 22, 1649 4,D.),2 has claimed that his dynasty commenced from
King Nanyzadeva, who belonged to the same soler dynasty as Ramachandra.

N

Nanyadeva belonged to the Karnata region in the south. This region
includes lMysore and Hyderabed where the Kannad lsnguage is spoken. Bengali
schglars have admitted that like Nanyadeva the Sens Kings of Bengal came
mostly from the Karnata region. In their inscriptions, the Sena Kings
described themselves as Karnata Kshtriyas, They descrived their caste ‘as

Brahmakshatriyas. Our Vamshavalie too describe Nanyadeva as a Karnata
Kshtriyas,

It is not yet clear how the Senas came to northern India, Similarly,
it ig difficult to say how Nanyadeva cemz here, iccording to available
~gviduney, the Kings of the South attacked northern India many times durine
the middle of the 11lth ccntury. Somestwara, the Chalukya King of Kalyani,
Bhim J of Gnjarat and Karna of Dahal jointly defeated King Bhoj I and led
to .the disiutegration of the Paramars dynesty of Malwa. Before his father,
Someshwara I, dicd, his son, Vikramaditya VI, invaded Gaur, Kamarup and
~other aroas ln norihcrn India. The sc¢ldiers 01 the Chalukya Kings may have
entercd into northeem India during these invasions. In the oplhion of a
historian of Bqnnal} they started the S.na dynasty in Bengal and the
dynssty of Henyadeva in Mithila.

E;'uuryf Bikram Gnyawali, Nepsl Unatyzkako Madhyzkalin Itihés (Medieval.
nistory of Kathmandu v alley), Kathmandu: Royal Nepal & cademv 2019
(1962 4.D,), Chapter 3, pp. 28-33.

2. Bhagvanlal Indraji, Twenty-Three Inscriptions From Nepal; Together With
- Some Considerations on the Chronoloery of Nepsl, Bombzy, Education Socictyds
Fress, 1885, 53 p. (Translated from Gujarati by G. Buhler) No. 184

3, R.C. Majumdar (ed.), History of Bengel, Dacca: Univerecity of Dacca, 19hw$
Part I, pp. 20¢ 5-206 A

1.
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iccording to the Vamshavalis of Nepal, aiter Nanyzdeva of Karnastaks
conquered northern Bihar, he established his capital at Simraungarh. £ccor-
dirg to an inscription discovered at Simraungarh;h this event took place ;
in 1019 Shtaka era (1097 A.D.)s Ldditional evidence is available ‘in favor
- of this date. In his drama, Muditakuvalyashwa, King Jagajjyoti Malla has
given the date of Nanyadeva as 1019 Shaka eras There is othier evidence
"also to prove that Banyadeve established his capital in Simraungarh that
year, :

At present, Simraungarh is situated on the border batween India and
 Nepal. feroralng to the treaty signed between iHepnl and the British ats
Sureuli in 1316 4.0., the boundary hes been demercated through Simraun-
garh. hccording to Tavernier, a French merchant who visited Indiz during
the tinc of Aurangzeb, tle boundaries of the Mughel Empirc were situated '
at a distance of B or § Kosh 150 years previously. His accounts chow that
at the tircad Simrsungarh was = pert of the Kingdom of lMakwanour, According:
to the accounts of Capuchin missionarics vho visited Tibet throuzh Nepal
some time thereafter, Maisi was the last town in Hindusthan. The Kingdom
of Makwenpur was situated near Maisi. These Capuchin micsionaries hawe
stated that the ruins of Simrzungarh werc situsied inside the Kingdom of
Makwanpur. Co

) It is difficult to specul~te 2bout the condition of Simraungarb
cduring the 1lth cevtury on the brsis of evidence dating to the 17th and

18th centuriess Even theng it is possible that, 2s at oresent, Simraun- "
carh was cituqtcd inside Pepal st the time when Nanysadeva conqueredait

- and made it his capltzl, - y '

According to contemporary in_criptions availsbvle in south india,
the Kings of that .regior werc highly impressed by Nanyadevz's conquest
-of Simrmingarh. In his inscriptions cof 1124 A,D, and 1127 &.D,, Vikramadit. .
VI clzimed to have conquered Anga, Banga, Kalinga, Gaur, Magadbs and Nepad.
Someshwara III (1126-~38 £.D.), in one of his-inscriptions, clsimed that
lie had palced his feet. on the nhieade of the Kings of £ndhra, Dravina, Mag:. L
and Nepal. His Minister, Vijjels (11LS-67.4.D.) claimed to have conqueyed
Banga, Kalinga, Magadhe #nd Nepal. Scma, son.of vijjals, similarly claimed
to have conquered Nepal and Kalingo. However, thsresis no cvidencs that
these King:s conquered so many kingdoms in uorthern Indisa They nuy have
made these claims only on the bzsis of ordinary raids or journeys. Altsr~
natively, they may have regerded the conaquesi of Benrz2l and:Simraunpgarh
(Nepal) by the Senas and Nanyadeva as their own. ' ‘

L. "Mithilatattwavimarsha", (An Account of TFacts fbout Mithila), Sahitys
(Monthly), Octcber 1958.
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However, the Jamshavalis of Nepal betray confusion regardihg the’
time of Nanyadeva as a result of a wrong reading of thenSimreungarh inscrip-
tion mentioned above. According to these Vamshavalis, Nanyadeva attacked
Simraungarh in the Nepal Year 9. It is possible that the Nepali Vamshavalis
omitted ane word (which was used to describe a figq re) in this inscription.
The Shaka Year 1019 was.thus wrongly read as 871,> One mistake gave rise
to several, Since the Nepal year commences in the month of Kartik and
since a similer system was in voguc in Karnataka, where Nanyadeva game from,
it would bu easy to ascribe some sort of connuction between the founding
of the Nepal era and the invasion of Nanyadeva., Subsequently, the Vamsha-
valis stated that the Nepal era was founded during thereign of Jayadeva
and Ananda Malla, becamse of ignorance about the exact date of these: Kinee.
For this resson, the Vamshavalis stated that the invasion of Nanyadeva
occurred during the reign of Jayadeva and Ananda Malla.® The Malla Kings
of the 17th century described Nanyadeva as thoir ancestorns The authors of
the Vamshavalis therefore gave the imaglnary story of Nanyadeva having con-
quered and ruled over Bhadgaunm Similarly, the story that the Nairs of the
south came to Nepal 2long with Nanyadeva was due to the similarity between
the terms Nepal or Newar and Nairp The Vamshavalis contain meny such fanci-
ful accountsn The truth they contain is mesger. It is limited to the fact
that Nanyadeva, who belonged to Karnataka in the south, entered into Simraun-
garh in south Nepal. The r¢st is mcre imagination.

Nanvadeva conquered Simraungarh in 216-17 Nepal era (1097 A.D,).
Harshadeva was King of Nepal st that time., There is evidence that Harsha-
ducva and his descendants remained independent and sovereign Kings for a
long time thereafter, Nowhere do the Vamshavalis’of Nepal state that they
were defeated. Nanyadeva on his part appear to have establisted in Simrasun-
garh and brougzht Mithila ‘in the southnunder his rule. It is clear that his
conquest of Simraungarh dicd not have &any repercussion in the northa Theren
~ is mo truth in the claim that the Kings of Nepal acknowledged the suzeradnty

of Nanyrdevan The Malla Kings of divided Nepal may have traced their dynasty
t'rom Nanyadevs. Howsver, Nanyadeva had no political rclationship of any kind
with Nepal. He was King in a Tarai region on the border of Nepal. It is |
nstural th2t in those times, when transport facilltles were not available, .
Nanyadeva should have left no impact on Nepal across the mountains. - '

5. The verse containing the date in the Simraungarh inscription as published
in the Sahitya reads 2s follows:. "Nﬂndendu-uhunva~5hash1rSawmita—Shakazn
varshe". The words, translated into figures, refer to Nanda (9) Indu (l) n
Stunya .(0) =nd Shashi (1), or 1019 Shaks. However, a Vamshavall in ‘the
possession of the author gives the following resding: "InduscharSoma~
Vasu-Sarmita-Shakavarshe", or Indu (1), Soma (1) and Vasu (8) pthat s,
811 Shaka. It is clear that the word “Nanda“ was omitted during trans—
cription, i

€. Geurishznkar Hirachand Ojha, Bharatiya Prachin Lipi Mnla, (ﬁncisnt Indian
ucrlpts) pp. 1RO-181. : '
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 Notes Q- lhe.Hlstorz of Morang Dlﬂtrlct I

-‘-”%e Klngdom of J*Jayapur wa s conquered by. Klng Pr1thv1 Narayan -Shah
in July 177L. This k1ngdom was situated between the Koshi river in the:
west and toe Tista river in the east. It possessed territories both in
the hill regions (the modern districts of Dhankuta, Panchthar, Taplejung,
Terhsthum and Sankhuwaﬂyabha) eand the Tarai (the modern districts of
Morsng, Qvnbari and Jxrpa) :

ifter it was annexed by King Prithvi Narayan Shah, theoKingdom of
Vijayapur was split into two adwinistrative units w1th headquarters. in
Chainpur and Morang, for the hill toerritories and_the Terai respectively.

The 1770 Famineo

On the. eve of the Gorkhall conquest of Morang, the area zppears to
have been devastated by. faminea Nepzli sousce maiterials are not avallable
to indicate the extent of the devastation in Morang, but conditions "acros
the border, in Purnea are reve:ling. fccordlng to one source: 1o

The famine of 1770.was an "appalLln. gpectre on the threshold oi
British rule in Bengal. #2 There.was no such widespread devastating famine
indengal in the. scventeenth century or in the first half of the eighteentt .
«-s The famine did not rige with equ 1 fury in allodistricts. Ducarel,
superviscr of Purnes, repurtfd that two lakhs of peop]e perielicd-in that
district. One thousand died in three days-after his arrival. He wrote,

_ "he famine continued for about twelve months in -a degree of 'security
hardly to be parallzled in the history of any age or country." The soil
- of Purnea being very dry and welle being so few the d strict depended
entirely on regular reiny.seazons. The lsast fzilure of the rains subjectzd
the. labourer to the loss of his harvect., The famine thercfore raged in
Purnea with grester security than in any other district in Bengal. We can
form some idea of the fury of the femine in Purnca'irom the report rcceived
some time alter the famine ended thal only five weres left of the 150 pecypls
who prepared Chunam in the Perganes bordering on Purnea.— The supervisor

L3

1. Narendra Krishna Sinha; The Econoric Hidtory of Bengal Fpom Plas “y
To' The Permanent Settluwent Calcutta Firma K:L. Mukhopadhyay, 1962,
Vol 11, PP, EF—S,. e o

2. Bengal at thatotime 1ncluded nihar ‘and Orisqa.“'”

3. Proceedlngs of The Controlling Council, VI, 20 D:ccmber, 1771, III,
8 July 1771; Select Conwittee Proceedings, 28 April, 1770.

Contd..oe .
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I s a4 ’
wrote in April 1770, "In many of the Parganas one-half of those who were .
to pay the reveriues and cultivate the lands will unavoidably perish with
hunger whilst those remaining by being obliged to purchase theirosubsistence
at least 500 per cent dearer than usual will be drained of that little stock
which is the only resource for future revenue and cultivation." ... The-
famine swept away nearly half the people of Purneaa :

The Administrative System

According to Francis Homilton, "the Mogul system of finamce had been
completely introduced" in Morang district during the eighteenth century,
hctually, it was the pre-iiughal or Patlan systems which had been limited
by the Kings of Vijzyapur in their Taizi territories.d A generalodescrip-
tion of the system of revenue administration in the eastern Tarai distriets,
including Morang, during the last quarter of the eighteenth century is given-
in: "Revenue Functionaires In The Eastern Tarai Districts', Kegmi Research
Series, Vol. 2, No. 5, May 1, 1970, pp. 107-109. The following document
contains additional information in this field for Morang district:-

Lppointment Of Narapati Das

From ¥ing Rena Bahadur Shah,
To liarapati Das.

We hercby app01nt you in the offices of the Subba and the Bakshi in
Vijayapur, in the regions situated east of the Koshi river up to to Bhotgaun.
You are already functioning as Peshkar in Morang and as Kanugoye in all
Pargannas. We hereby reconfirm youroappointment with effect from Baisakh
Badi 1, 1637 (Vikrama).With due assurance, draw & sum of Rs 10l.as monthly
emoluments as detoiled below for 3 clerks (Nausinda) in the office of theo
Subba, 2 clerks in the office of the Bakshi, and 5.clerks in the-office of -
the Pe,hkur, thus making a total of 10 clerks. e i

Tor the office of the Kanugoye in Morang district, appoint clerks
(Wausinda) yourself and have the official work performed. Do whatdiso
nzcescary to insure economy for the govermment and welfare for the ryotse
Submit accounts at the end of overy .year. /ippropriate the perquisites of
your cffice, in addition to the fees pertaining to the offices of the,

Peshkar and the Kanugoye, at the rates prevalent in Saptaria Also appropriztec
the fees pertaining to the office of the Patuwari bn Morang dlstrict.

L. cf. R.Po Tripathi, 3cne Lspects Of Myslim Idmlnistration, .11&habéd:~
Central Book Depct, 190L, Chapters VII-X. L,

Il

!

Contd...
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Particulars

Clerks (Hausinda) In The Office:Of The Subba -

Name ‘ Monthly Eﬁoluments
1. Narapati Das Rs i2
2¢ eee - Rs é
3 .. } | Rs 11

Clerks (Nausinda) In- The Office Of The Bakshi .

S P Rs 11

2.. 500 Rs 9

Clerks (Nausinda) In The Office Of The Peshkar Of Morang

Tt Rs 11

2¢ eee . - ' Rs 11

3. Teae Rs 9
IE aee _ Rs 9
Se teen o . Rs 9
Total - 10 Naufindss " Rs 101

_ Kartik Badi. 1, 1637 Vikrama,
. Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 36, pp- h82—h83

Notes
This document indicates that there were mainiy two authorities in
charge of the district administration: the Subba and the Bakshi. However,
the functions performed by thesenauthorities, and ‘the exteént of their
Jurisdiction, are not clear, In India, the "Bakshi" or "Bukhshee" wars
. 4

Contd.n.
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"3 paymester, an officer whose especial duty it wes . also to keep an account

of all disbursements connected with military tenures, as those of Meznsabdars i
and Jagirdarss Paymaster of the forces. Under the Mogul system,, frequently
one with the Commander-In-~Chief." The same source defines "Bakshi" as %a
superior magistrates A superintendent of revenue officers.wd

, . »

Narapati Das, who was already Peshkar, Kanugoye and Patuwari, has been
- appointed also as Nausinda in the office of IEesS%Eb but hIsssnecial
status and responsibility is evident. Dcfinitions of the terms Kanugoye

and Patuwari have been given in the Regmi Research Series article mentioned
above. o

£ Peshkar, in India, was "an agent, a depufy, a3 menager in general
for a supesior cr proprictor, or one exercising in revenue and custom
officers a delegated authority; in Bengzl the native officer in a judge's
or collector!s off'ice, next in rank to the Sarrishtadar; 2 subordinate
oi'ficer, who is employed to ksep the accounts, a suvbordinate revenues
officer,"6 In the eastern Tarai districts of Nepal, there is evidence
that the Peshkar functioned as a judicial officer,? %

Navis or Navisandah is a Persian term which denotes “a writer, a clerk,
a secretary, a transcriber. n8

5. H.H. Wilson, Glossary Of Judicial And Revenue Terms And Of Useful Words
Occurring In Ofticial Documents Relating To “he Administiridion OF The
Govermment Of British India :rom The Arabic, Persian, Hindustanis Sanskrit,
Hindi, Bengall, Vriya, Morathi, Guzarathi, Telugu, Karnata, Tamil, Mala-
palam and Cther Lanvuages, Tondon: W.H. hllens Co. Ltd, 1855, v. ng,

6. H.h. YWilson, op. cit. p. L15. ;

7. Lppointment Of Bhatan Das As Peshkar In Sapteri fnd Mahottari, Baisakh
Badi 1, 1836, Rrgml Research Collectibno, Vol. 5, p. 623; Agpointnent
of uhblnpati Das As Peghkar In Saptari and Mahottari, Regmi Research

Collcctions, Vol. 36,5 p. 505. Also: Vol. 36, n. LTB’(Bara district:s
Bhadra Sudi 1, 183lL)s '

8. H.H. Wilson, cp. cit. p. 372.

Contd, ..
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Disbursement. Of Revenues From Moreng District

- l. A sum of Rs 6000 against revenues from Morang district, with its head-
querters at Vijayapur, for the (Vikrama) year 185L is hereby received
through Gerbhu and credited to the Toshakhana (Treasury) as follows,
It shall be debited during audit of accounts, '

' Rs 5000 ageinst installment due on Baisakh Badi 13, 185k.

Rs 1000 (advanced to) Sarvagit Pande on Jestha Badi 1, 185L to
meet roy=d palace and commercmal expenses durlng hisg
visit to Lhasan

ees 1854 Vikremap
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 25, p. 378.

2. # sum of Rs U986 end Wi annas against Ijara revenues from Morang
district, with its headquarters at Vijayapw, for the (Vikrama year)
1853 is- herebj receivaed through Subba Dbauk1l Singh and credited to
the Toshakhtanz (Treasury) as follows:

Chantra Badi, 1853 500 Rs 500
Chaitra Badi L, 1&53 .ee Rs 250
Chaitra Sudi 2, 1853 ... Rs 80
Chaitra Sudi 3, 1653 - ... Rs 300
Chaitra Sudi 11, 1853 ... " Re 250

Totel ... Rs 1,330

Gifts £nd Donations Made By His Majesty

To Gagalyani Bhandari e Rs 60
To Biseshwar Lohani «ee. - - Rs 60
To Jotikar Jaisi - ool | Rs 60
To Khagapati Labha coe Rs 100
To Parda cee Rs 10

Ccn*@. o



To Dhya

To Ramachandra

To Darbi Khetal

To Mangal Labha, record-
keeper of fodder supplied
for bulls

To Rajaram Kadyal

To son of idai Sahadeo

Padhya ¢

Total

Gifts And Donations Made By Her Majesty

To Jamuna
To Krishna Simha
To Dhani Keti

To Nainradha

Total

Gift From Senior Nani Saheb
to Narayan Singh Chitrakari

Gifts And Donations Made By Junicr Nani Saheb

To ladhuketi

To Brahman offering
Bel leaves

To Guhyeshwari Datta

To Naul Sing

o0

Rs 115
Rs © 5
Rs 25
Rs 50
Rs 30‘
Rs 100
Rs 500
Rs 20
Rs + 7
Rs 1%
Rs ©
Rs 59%
Rs' 63
Rs 15"
Rs 12
Rs 16
Rs 15

IContd...
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To Bratman while -

gifting book ' ce Rs 5
‘To Alaka Mai i P Rs 3
To Jaweni Keti O Rs UL
To Meghya | esa+ . B8 10
To Sunakéti ¢ Rs 103
To Thagchheketi 505 ks 7
To Laxmiketi . | Rs L
Totel ... Rs 1013

Wages of Rupanerayan
Chhipi employed to dys ‘
cloths by Toshakhana o Rs 78%

Wages of four persons

employed to powder medi-

cines at Bhandarkhal,

from Margs Sudi 1 to —_

Falgun Sudi 1% Rs L2n

Price of lac bangles paid : ,
to Pashupati Lahzkhya cee Rs 7lir
To Mahindra Guru, in lieu

of revenue frem 3 khets

among a totzl ¢f S khets veo Rs 75

Maternity expenses to
Gujya Keti: " Rsy 2

Feed of guvermment falcoas

and Pristharaj (7) (birds?) . Rs 15
To Nurse Bidhwva, in lieu
of revenues from 3 khets cout? Rs 75

Contd..,



To Nurse Jogmaya, 'goo""

To Bhznu Padhya Brahmani,
in lieu of revenues fro
2 khets “a

Wedding expenses of grand- .

daughter ofoMelama Vaidya

To Balabhadra Pandit, in
lieu of revenue from
khuwa lends

To Jasya Khawas,oin lieu
of revenue fromol khet
assigned as Jagir -

To Brinda Bhandari, do.
1 khet and 60Qomuris

Balance due to Nehal Bahu-~
rupi from reward granted
during Falgun festival

For purchase of goats
during Bhairavi festival
through Laxman Chaudhari

To wet-nurse of Dhan Sab.éb R
in lieu of revenue frcm -
3 khets : _ "

To nurse do. ? khets
EmoLumeﬁfé ‘of artisans em-.
ploy®d for stone-work at
Jagannath temple:

To Harikrishna Khawas, in

lieu of revenue from 2 khets

To Hridayanarayan, do.

‘To Lalu Rangrej as wages
for dyeing cloth during
Fagu festival.
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Expenses for Chudazkarma
and Annaprashan ceremonies
£ fourechildren of Rana
Slmha Shahi :

Farewell expenses for clerk
(Navisinda) of Bhawani Das
and for Krishnaram Das-

Wedding expensss for Kasaun-
bagalya (?) Brahman

To Bhola Masalchi
(spice~vendor)

Cost of five guns of Hiralal .-"

Emoluments of Laxminarayzn
Nau (barbter)

Emoluments of Harahari Vaidya

(Physician), in lieu of
revenue from 3 khets

Cost of 90 tolas of attar,
i swords and ong pair af

cocks presented to Hls Maaesty

by Dhur Patari’ -

Cost of medical treaément
of the Junior Princess

(Kanckha H¥'ni Saheb), through

Subedar Ram Siugh

Ritual cffering (Dzkshina)
made during religious cere-
moniss perfommed by thse
Senior Princess (Jetha Nani
Saheb), through Purohit
(Priest) Devidas

Emoluments of Kuhmi Gurung,
4in lisu of revenue from
3 khets 4.

Rs 150
Rs 75
Rs LO
CRs .25
Rs 60
"Rs 10
Rs 75
Rs 277% .
Rs L7
: '
RS*S].“)-B- ,

Rs 55

YCbﬁéd...
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Emeluments of Banshu Khawas

in lieu of revenue from 1 khet
to meet the short fall in 10
khets assigned in Chisapani ave : Rs 25

Final instzllment of salary due
to Sangamlal Chitraksri
(painter) belenging to the
Madhesh (i.em India) i Rs 239

For religious functions and
d2ne2s at variocus placex,
through Dittha Laxmi ¥aray=n:-

Expenses incurred in 12-year
functions at Sikhali-Deuta
(temple) ces Bs 94

Cost of c=ne required for
chariot of Itkhwal Machhindra-
nath Z e e RS 10

Ritual donation (Dan) made

during Chendrayan (fast) by

(the prince of) Salyan, \
nephew (of His Majesty) cen Rs &

do. by Sir Bahadur Sheh SOC | Rs 13

Emoluments in lisu of revenue

from L khets to Gainda Bhaju .

and Kisi Bhaju, attendants

zt the plane where Parthi-

Puja was perfcrmed SEE "Rs 100

Total 950 Rs L,866 and 14 annas.

Jestha Haoi 13, lb5L Vikrama, :
Regmi Research Collections, Vol. 25, pp. 382-385.

]
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The Indrajatra Festivz:lx

By
‘Baburam fcharya

S

Indrajatra is probably the oldest festival of Nepal. Surprdsingly,
there exists one remarksble similarity between the May Pole festival,
which 1s observed on the first dsy of May every year in England as well
as in ether psrts of Europe, 2and the Indrajatraz fostival. In both fusti-
vals, pecple ¢rect a t71l pole around which they dance and sing. However,
in Europe the top oI 'the pole is decorztzd with ribbons, while buntings
zre used in Hepal. This difference does not mesan nuch, however. The strik-
ing eimilarity between the May Pole festival and Indrejatra festival
indicates that the European race of ths ancient zge and the nomadic Indo-
turopcan race, the ancestors of the Aryans of Indis and Iran, used to
obscerve an identieal festival at one stage, but that it begsn to be cele-
brated in the course of time in varying forms undar the influence of dif''a-
rent climates and ideas when it moved to Burops and thcence to Indisa Peovia
uscd to celebrate the festival 2ven when they lived the life of nomads.
Dancing and singing were the main Tcatures of that festival. Since the
festival eould be enjoyed only 1f it we s celsbrated in moon light, rcoople
in several countries, including Nepal, used to celebrate 1t eccordingly.

In commdn with an Indian practice, the Indrajatra festival commences in
Liepzl alec r'rom the twelth doy ol the bright half of the month =nd terris
rated cn tlhe full rcon day. in Europe, the practice of ohserving the lun v
calendar has long been given up and all festivals are observed there on

ths pesis ¢if solar nonths. So no lunar night. hss to be selected for obser -
ing «ny festival in Eurspe. The first dsy of the month of May is prescrii .l
s the date for the observance of the M2y Pole festival, beczuse 1t is th. |
oldest festival iz Buropu.

The Rigveds, the-oldest scripture of the Hindu Aryens who .had settlcc
doun in the Indus and Gangetic plaine, and who were orne of the tircc
branches of the Aryan racc, and the ALvesta ef the Iranian Mryaens, nust b
conculted if ws are to trece the origin of the Indrszjatra fecstival. In
hovh seriptures, Varupa, Indra Agni, and otlur gods arc mentionsd. Tnis i.
80 becausz the Hindu Lryans and the Iranien frysns were two branches of
the same Tamily. However, thesc two Lranches were hostile to sach other.
While the Rigveda describes Indrz as the greatest of all'pods, the Avests
presents hin s a demon. One~fourth of tho Rigveds is devoted to the praise
of Indras Likewlse, the Hindus regardsd us Zod evérybody prescénted as deme
in tle Avestar :

-
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The Hindu Aryans had just taken to cultivation in the btndhuéSutlej
plains., Pecasants needed rains, but frequent drought hampcred their agri-
cultural operationsas They therefore conjectured the existence of a demon
naned Vritra, who was responsible for drought. The Hindu Aryans thén thougnt
that they needed a’ god who was powerful enough to kill that demon.

They accordingly imagined of the existence of a god named Indpas The:
tipveda dopicts Indra as a god 2rmed with a thunderbolt and fond of liquor
callou Scuarasas. In that age, people did not think in terms.of heaven,
carth snd hell. The Rigveda therefore mentiored the existence of. three
words, narely the earth (prithvi) sprce (fntzriksha) and the abode of

zods (Dive)s kccarding to legend, Diva was the abode of Indra, who was

said to have vowed tou kill Vritre for the benefit of the Aryans. Peaople-
used to ithrow Somarasa into the fire in large quantitics as =2n offering

to Indre, as they belicved that any food thrown 1nto the fire in the neme
~{ any god would reach him.

according to the story related in the Vedas, Indra, accompanied by
~ther go s including Vayu, 2nd carrying a thunderbolt,; would swiftly
attack Vritra ond extend assistance to the fryens in their fipht against
iz non-iryans. Hence Indr: wae regarded not only as'thbe god of reins but
also us the god of war. Zmong the Hindu Lryans, Valchyas were in the majo-
rity, and the number of Kshetriyes or werriors, was véry smzll. Beth nezdéd
tue support ol Indras Valshyas sowed sceds after the commencement of the
rziny seascon. When the seeds started spronting, it was naturel that peasantc
should be filled with joy. They thus could not help expressing gratltude
to Indra, the ¢od of rains. It tharefare became eswential for them tc stert
~ festival. i few Brahmins, wno performed religious rituals, took interest
in this festivel, but Kchatriyas took part in it bacause Indra wocs after
ell the god of war. Although the Vedas and the Bratmin bcrlptureu do,not
contein any relercence to this. lndrajﬂtra festival, the fa et ithat the lite-
rature biilenising to tne Furznic ege demcribes it ESﬁhAV'ng atteined a ¢
perfect ctungos concstitutes evidence thet the fe°t1val_d(tgs back to the
Vedic age. = .
" A
During the Puranic age that followed the Vedic pe?aod the existenck
oI heuven, Larth and hell was imsgined, and impcrtonce wae given to- Ereth
dstou rnd Maheshwaraa Imsges of Bishnu and Falivshware were made and'wor-,
chipped. Less iapertance was given to Indraa He was deplcted as an ‘obedient
servant of Brahms, Bishnu and Maheshwaras However, no mythologist had the
courage to divest Indra of his pesition as the Xing of the gecds (Devaraja).
In fact, Kalidas, s pepuler poet of the Pyranic ape, has enlogized Indra.
In hic zaghnvdn ha, Kalldas has said that King Dasherath would bow downa
only bolar. Indes when he was engaged in religious perfcrmances with the
notlve of attaining the pecition of a2 god.
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Indradhwa ja was regarded as the symbol of Indrra Indre dwelt in a
region higher than space (Antariksha). This explains why people consi-
.dered it necessary ‘to install a very tall pols while observing the Indra-
jatra festival. Sculpture had olready progressed during. the Purenic age.
Golden idols of lndra and his wife (Indrani) were therefore made and placead
on the feot of the pole for purposes of worship.

The Vishnudharrottar Purana riot only describes the procedure of instsll-
ing the Tndradhwaja, but =lso contains an interssting story. The story runs
as follows: When defcatud by the demons (fsuras), the gods, led by Indra,
‘zpproached Vishnu, who was then éwelling on the Ocean of Mllk (Ksheera-

Sapudra) with a plea for siuccor, Vishau then gave ithemaa flag end said,
WIf you go to the battlefield thh this flag, the fsuras aragsure to‘pet
dzfeated." The gods aetsd accordingly and defeated the Asuras. Indra,
pléesed over this vietory, worshipped the rl-g with much fanfare, le then
offered the flag to King Vasu of Chedi 2nd said, "Famine will ncver break
out, the tureat of the enemy will disappear and there will be many other
bvueilt to the State if its King obscrves the fostival of worchippinga
Tndredhwa jaaM Vasu was stle to attaio prosperity and vanquish his enemy
because he fellewed the: instructions of Indraa This story indicates that
this festival used to be ebsecved enthusiasticz1ly all over Indlﬁ when ita
was riled by Hindus.

With ths advent of Islam, the Hlndu Kinge gradually lost their cons-
“clousness, with the result that the importence of this festival declined
dlthough Myslims failed to dominate Nepal during the medieval pariod, th
ths country was split into numerous tiny stotess This festival was observed
in ezch of these small states, «lbeit on a small scals., In Kethmndu, it
asttained an advanced stage during the rule of King Pratep Malla (16968-1731
Vikrama). He rencmed the Indradhwaja festival @s Indrajatra, and celebrztod
it on = big scale. This is proved by inscriptional cvidence. In Indie, it
was the practice to install the pcle on tho eighth day of the bright half
of the month of Bhadra and worship it for 7 oral dzys '

. In 1829 (1742 n.D.), Jaya Prakash, the last Malla ruler of Kattmandu,
observed the Kumeri festival simultancously with the Indrajstraz festival,
ibe pracvice of worshiprping a virgin girl to ve chosengfrom among ths
daughters. of & Buddhist as the symbol of Goddess Kumari had becen started
during the naiyn of Pratap Hﬁllun Jaya Brakash Malle introduced two Kumsras
(virgin boys) to be worshipped as the symbolsz of Cod Bhnairava. They were

" taken round the town .on s:piarate chari:ts at the time of the Indrajatra
festival. Indrajatra thus.-becamé a2 more merry festivel.

“hile the Indradhlwaja fostival, being observed bty tho Hindu jirysns .
for the past 5000 ycrrs has already vanished from India, it continues to.
be. culebrgted on a national level in our country. This is a matier of prid.
for us

,
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King Prithvi Narayan Shah's Letters To Pandit
Ra jivalochan and Parashuram Thapal o

l. ¥rom King Prithvi Narayzn Shah to Pandit Ra31valochan,.
i
Greetingse All is wellohere and we want the same thereo News of your
well-being will make us fesl happy. We have received your letter and
noted its contents. The news here is good,

You have written that military action be comimenced during the coming-
Jivapaksha .2 You have advised well. But since we are about to commence
action in Changu and Sankhu, we will not be able to commence action effec-:
tively therce We shall not remain silent if action is started from thoree

We shall act according to circumstances. If action is started on two frenl..
it may not be effective from this sidesq

Yeu have wri%tten: "I have representad here before my lord that Kaski
has nowhére to go besides Gorkha.® You have thus made a correct represen-
tation beforu our brother. This is goed. Where can Gorkha go besides Ka k
Evén if Kaski does not commence action today,oit will do so tomerrow, thc
by bencfitting Gorkhae Even if Gorkha doec nct commence action today, it
vill do so tomorrew, thereby benefitting Kaskie But (it is an objectlve of
State policy) to serve the intercsts of both Gorkha and Kaski. Even if
action is not commenced today, it may be commenced tomorrcw. Circumstencs:
wiy create difficulties, but it is our desire to reduce Lamjung and fL AN
the ‘ambition of our brother.

You have made a2 request to the effect: uhat the family of the Xaji e
given chelter. But had we done so, the fhmily of the Kaji would have turn2o
agzinst bime Ws thercfore could notd soe The Kaji has beohaved improperiy
with us and cscaped. We let his family depart bucuuee we did not want to
create ¢ rift between the Kaji and his Iamlly.

‘1. Neyaraj Pant (ct.al), Shri 5 Prltbv1ﬁafayﬂn Shah Ko Upadesh (Teachings
of Xing Prithvi Narayan Shah), Lalitpur: Jagadesmba Ppakashan, n.d.,
Part 3, pp. 932-9L1. '

2. An ausplicious moment calculated on the basis of the position of the
imaginary planet Rahu vis-a-vis other planets.,
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You are living at thé_feet of our brother. You too are there, and we
shzll send respectable persons frcm here. Persuade the Kaji to return
hereas What more to wise people ? : :

Saturday, Magh Badi 9,
Camp: Madi, Nuwakot.

Notes

This letter was sent by Prithvi Narayan Shah to Pandit Rajivalochan
in Kaski. It does not mention the year: Most oi' the documents issued
during the time of Prithvi Narayan Sheh and earlier mention only the
month, the date and the day of the wsek., It is therefore necessary to
ascgrtein the yezr in which this. letter was wrltugn on the basis of the
events mentioned in 1t.

The letter refers to plans for thesconquest of Sankhu and Changﬁi
Prithvi Narayan Shah ..ested Nuwakot of Kingadaya Prakash Malla of
Kantipur in 1601 Vikrema. He then started meking proparations for the
conguest of Kuthmandu Valley. There were mutual hostilitlessameng Gorkha,
Fathmandu and Patan because of their contigicus boundaries. Prithvi Narayan
Li:zh's enmity towards Kathmandu and Patan intonsified when he annexed part
~f their territories. Priitbvi Narayan Shah wantcd to maintain amicable
relations with Bhaktapur as this would enable him:to exert pressure on
(o thmargu ;and Patan. This is the r .son why he used to balp Bhaktzpur to
fight =2gainst hathrandu, and also gave to Bh:ktapur a part of the conquec:d
territoriesas Tyking advantsge oi the internal conflicts of Jaya Prakash
Malla, Prithvi Narayan Shah eccupied Sankhu and Changu in. 1803 Vikrauma
with the help of King Ransajit Mz21lla cof Bhaktapur. But he could not retoiu
pescession of thess villages for longa Soon the Gorkhh}}ﬁ were driven out
c¢f Serkhu and Changu. : vl

King Siddhi Warayan Shtah of Ka,kl was a contrmporary of Prithvi Narsy-:
L)huho

- In ine beginning, the Gorkhalis strengthencd their frigndship. with
Lamjung in order to fight against Kzski. But 2s scon ase Prithv1 Narnyan
Shah conquered Nuwakot Lamjung became hostile. The result was that Prithvi
Narayan Shah was forced to fizht on the western front: too from time: to -
time and was unzbls to march with assurance towards the east. In thiis _
letter, Prithvi Narayan Shah has tried hic best to win over Kaski, promicir.:
to help it in annexing the territories of Lamjung. Rajivalochan made «
rcquest to the effect that Gorkhs should commence action Jointly with
Kaski against Lamjung during the coming Jivapckshaa PrithvizNarayan Shah,
however, refused to de so cn the ground of his projected attack on Sankhu
and Changu. He 2lso tried to persuade Kaski te kecep on waiting, saying:
"Zven if Gorkha does not cormmenc: action today, it will do so tomorrow,
theraby benefitting Kaski. :

el
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It has not been possible tozidentify the Kaji who'is mentioned in the
letter, It zppeesrs that the Kaji committed some. .crime and fled to Kaski,
while his family remained in Gorkhs.Rafvalochan requested that the Kaji's
frmily be detained in Gorkhaa But Prithvi Harayan. Shah considered it inadvis-
able to do sc, and suggested that the Kaji be persuaded to return to Gorkhaa

Tre letter thus nppcarq to have been wrltten on Mﬁgh 6 (or. Magh Badi o
1802 Vlkr.ma. :

From King Prithvi Norayan Shah To P"rashuram.Thapa,

: Greetings. 11 is well here and we want the szme there.zNews of your
well-becing Ulll make us feel happy. The news here is good.

Yesterday, I sent an order through Vidvapéti Ujha directingéthat thé
Jyami be flayed alive. I hercby solenmnly pledge that I snall protect your
life and propecrty and provide you with means . of livelihood. Come to us. I
shall also re store your Birta lands. If I do not fulfill this pledge, may
the avil eyes of Shri Gorakhnath fall on mz. If I fulfill this pledge, may
the graclous eyes yf Shri Gorakhnath fz1ll on mea If you do not come here
when summoned, you will sez what happens. what niore to wise people.

tonday, Bhadra Badi
Camp: Nuwakot.

Notes

ihis letter was sent by Prithvi Nareyan Shah to Parashuram Thapa from: :
MNuwskota / :

reithvi Haraysn Sheh ascended th: throng of Gorkha in 1799 Vikrama.
He war 2T heirs of age at that timea From the very ysar of his asccesslon
to tne tnruie, e started making s=fforte toaexpand his Kingdom. Since -

_ Lanjung and otk .r principzlities in the west were quite strong, he consi-

der.d it more advisable to move towards the easts He thercforc dec:ded to
occupy lluwakot,

At that time, Jsyanta Rana, 2 general of King Jaya Prakash Malla of
Kathmandu, was ir. command of Nuwakot. The Gorkhalis were’daefdated by the
troops ied bty Jayenta Renas Prithvi Narayan Shzh ropeatsd hils attempt to

“eccupy lluwckot in 1601 Vikrama. He tried to win over Jayanta Rana foshis

side. Jayinta Rena wes previously a military commander of Gorkhas However,
Jzyant2 Rans woplied that he would remsin feithful to Jaya Prakash Malla,
Prithvi Narawen Shah therefore decided to occupy Nuwakot by forece of arms.
On fiswin 17, 100l Vikrama, he suddenly attacked Nuwakot. The Gorkhalis came
ocut victoric.c in tids battle. Shankhamani Rana, a2 son of Jayanta Rana, -
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foll figlting in the bettlor Jayanta Rena was at, that time staying at
Balkot, east of Nuwakot. A few days later, Prithvi Narayan Shah occupied
pelkot also. Jayanta Rana was captured arid was later flayed alivey

Gyemi is s Magar olan. The letter informs Parashuram Thapa that Jayan -
Rana had besn flayed alivex

Parashuram Thapa was a brother of Kashiram lnapaz He was prcviously a
military commander of King Ranajit Malla of Bhaktapur. .£fter the GorkhaLs
occupisd Nuwakot, King Jaya Prakash Malla of Kathlmandu made efforts to,
drive them out. He began to look for a capable military commander to under-
take the task. He selected Kashiram- Thapa for thisrpurpose and eent him, .
to reeccupy Nuwakot with a large force under his command. This report,
created alarm among the Gorkhalis. But the Gorkhali trocws, whose courage ..
had been bolstered by the firm assu.:unces of Prithvi Nerayan Shah, fought
bravely and therefore emsrged victorious. Kashiram Thapa esazaped to his
home in Palanchok. Jaya Prakash Malla therefore becams furious #ith him.
Later, Kashiram Thapa and his followers were assassinated at the instance
of Jaya Prakash Malla while t.hey were performing rerigloo.s ceremonies at
Deopatan.

When he heard that his brother, Kashiram Thapa. had heen aszassinatelr
in tilds manner, Parashuram Thapa decided to take revenge upon Jaya Prakash
Mallaz He tried to invite the Gorkhalis and bring about the end of Jayn
Prakash Mallaz It was against this background that a plan wvas formulsted
Jointly by Gorkha and Bhaktapur to wrest Sankbu an Cicagu from Kantipu:

The letter gives many assurances to Parashurcm Thapa in an attemnt *-
persuade him to come over to Gorkha. But no agreement could be efiecied,
and Prithvi Narayan Shah later wrote m his‘Dibya Upadzsh that he as
betrsy.d by Parashuram Thapbr

_ Since this lotter informs Parashuram 'I’hapu that Jayanta Ban2 had beem
flayed alive, it must have been written after 1827 Viicima. Thers is e
that it was actually written on Bhadra 9 (Bhadra Badi :0)yp 18C4 Vikramin

(S.B.M.)
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