
•• • 

• • • 

•• • 

• • • 

•• • 

public saJ.e, distribution, and display). 

ISSN: 0034-J48X 
Regmi Research (Private) Ltd 
Kathmandu : October 1, 198o 

REGNI RESSARCH SERIES 
Year 12, No. 10 

Edited by 

Mahe sh C. Ref't'i 

***:!•*** 

Contents 

1. Miscellaneous Notes on Nepal-
India Trade 

2. Prices in Katbr.aandu, 1905 

3. Appointment of Cheudhari in Phena, 
Bardj_ya District 

4. "ft�xport of Hides from Dang District 

5. Political His·i;ory of Dolakha 

******·•'***** 

Regmi Research (Private) Ltd 
Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Telephone1 : 1692? 

(For private study and re search only; not meant for 

145' 

151 

152 

151t 

155' 



• • • 

Rs 5,0QO 

Rs 

Rs 4 i 000 

l\itscellapeous Notes on Nepal-India. Tr�4de 

Ren?Jl-Tirrut Trade� 1791 

R. Bathurst, Collector of Tirhut, gave the following
list of exports and imports betwee..1. Nepal and India on 
February 2, 1792: 

�P,oyts �o Nepal : Salt, white woollen cloth, muslin,
malda c.1.oth, �n5lish red cl 8th! Hindusthani shoes, muskets,
metmegs, clove, pepper, soopar, cocoa.puts, all sorts of 
pv.lse, opium. . 

Impor:,ts from Nepal : Gold dust, crude borax, ivory,
wax, cow 1 s tails, lead, iron copper, cochin cloth, chints, 
cinnam?n, honey, sallajeet, 

,
�in • 

. Source: P.c. Roy Chaudhury, Muz0ffarpur qld Records, Patna,
Secretariat Press, 1959, pp. 116-17. 

According to anotner source:._ 

l'In 1?9Q the Goll�ctor reported that imports from . _
·Nep� consi:rted of tilrrber; ready-made woodwork! rice and 
paddy, other· �grains, Bhutan blankets cotton, arge cardamoms, 
oranges, wax, madder, drugs, lac, cakchu or terra japonica,
f-:&.·ankincense, iron, rhinoceros horn and hides, maina.'s, parrots,
and falcons. · · 

lmpQrts from uer.a) , l'Z�.l 

Timber • • • Rs 70,000 

Readymade 
woodwork •••• Rs 10,000 

Rice & paddy • • • Rs 1,0,000 

Other grain ••• Rs ,o;OOO 

Bhutan blankets Rs 1,000 

Cot.ton : .•• It Rs 3,,000· 

Large cardamoms • • • Rs 2,000 

Oran�e;;;, • • • Rs !)00 

Wax ·�·L. 

Mad:ler & drugs ••• RS' .2,odo 

Lac •••• 

Catechu· ••• 

2,000 
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Frankinc.ense ••• Rs 3,000 

Iron • • • Rs 1,000 

Rhinocc.1.0s horns ••• Rs 500 

Hides • • • 500 

Mainas and 
pa.crots ••• Rs 1,000 

Falcons . . .. Rs 500 

Total Rs 304,ooo 

Source: Wilson Ivilson Hunter, A Statistical Account of 
,fuwgal, Vol. 4: Districts of M mghyr and Purniah, London:
Trubner &Co�; 1876; J) ... 380. 

2� Hepa) 1 s Tr:ade Through Chumparun 

1111 he principal exports of this District are timber,
hidt:s, opium, Indico sugar, saltpetre and grain. Vast 
quantities of the lalter pass through Churnparun on its way 
from Nepaul to Chumparun ,Dinapore & P.s.tna, You will ooserve 
that Chwnparun is a strip of country running North-West 
aHd Sou th-East. I ts southern and sou th we stern boundary is 
the Gund1wl<:, a river navigable at all times of the year. 
\later carriage is n;u_qJ;t _cheaper than land carriage & i-3 
always used in preference. During the cold season the road 
leading from the Ghauts on the Gunduck into the district 
and Kepaul are covered with carts, ponies and donkies while
the main roai.l to 'rirhoot is comparatively little used. 11 

Source; .'11 LetLer No. 113 of 21 i-"Iay 1800 from Collector and 
Magist rate;; 0f Saran to Su:perintencli:ng Engineer, Bihar Circl8t
Gaya, n in Chumparun District Records, Bihar State ,Archives. 
Patna. 

11 The main tr&de route - tu Nepal lies through Chumparun · · 
••• The bulk of the trade passes through Raxaul, the terminus 
of the Sugauli-Raxual branch rail way. The railways are tte -" main arteries of commerce, but the Gandak and the Burhi Gand� · ·also carry much traffic. 

Sourc .• The I'.'rmeri al Gnzetteer of India, Vol. 10, Oxford,
ClarenclonP.ress, 1809, p. 143. 

Purnea, Dj,strict. 

"Transit dues are levied by the Nepal government on 
both exports and imports. The fr:-mtier is divided into a 
certain number of portions, known as �LU mahals, wL.i.ch 
are farni.:?d· out for a tenn of years to contractors called
Chaudharis. The duty on exports is levied either by weight 
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o r  l1.9. �LO..rfil!! , and p aymen t in kind i s  seldom re ceive d .  A 
c art load o f  dh.f.:.!h o r  unhu sked ri c e ,  p ays  a fe e  o f  9 anna s ,  
o r  'l s . 1 -}d . , be fore le avin g  Nep al ; a c.::art-load of raw jute 
p ay s  5 fil.1!12.'.:b or 7½d . , c1nd the s ame quanti ty of raw c ot ton 
Rs 1 .  4. 0 .  o: 2s . 6d . A ...: .. . , .  1.ie -l c 2.el of .flhan or of c ot ton i s  
;::;ub j c c tc d  to a dut y  of m w  .QLfils: pe r lo ad , whi ch g ene ral ly 
wei gh s  unde r 1 ½  rn c,n s .  Hi ce o r  cot v:m c arried on p ack-ponie s  
p ay s a duty o f one E..D!ll1 in the rupe e ,  or 6¼ pe rcent . I n  the 
c ase o f  £11:L mu s tard ,  tobac c Q ,  and g:L nge r, a duty . of 1½  
annas j s levied pe r rup_oe ( 9j/8 pe rcent)o. Gunny and cl oths
p ay ha.... .::' a riceo, or 3/1 6d . , on e ach pie c e o. The se are "'heo· 
rate s fixe d by the N8p ali Goove rnment,  but they are fre quently
exc e eded , a s  the farme r i s  p rac tic ally unde r no c ontrol . At 
some plac e s ,  the subdivi sional offi c e r  of Kri snagan j found 
that the rate on mu s tard ,  jute , ghi � L)b ac c o ,  ri c e o and paddy 
was the s ar:1eo, namel y,  o r 2-¼d .o7 1six pice , on . eve ry two 
shillin , � s  worth pu rcha se d .  I n  othe r  1:, art s , ric e and p addy
p aid a t  the rate of one � on the rupe e o. The du ty on 
e xpo r t s  from Nep al i s  p aid at tpe time o f  purchase in the 
loc al n1c1 rke t 7 and the pu rchase r i s  the re funi she d wi th a pa s s  
o r  ch;&,r _s:Jli tta .  T he g oods a re only examint,_� on  tL.;; fron tieor ,

tt o  ::i 8 C  i f  the de scrip .ion on the P a s s  c orre sponds with the 
art:: '!l e e xp o rted . Smuggling , i f ""dete c te d , i s puni she d by 
the levy of double duty .  

S ou.r ce : H . 1:: .  Hunte r A S tati sti c �fl Ac c oynt o f  Ben frn..l,  
Volo. 4:  Di s tri c t s  o ri.. M on ghyr and Pu rniah , London , T rubner 
& C o o. ,  1 87 6 ,  pp . 382-83 ,  

1 1T :nG t rans- fron ti e r  trade , wi th Nep al (  throu gh Purne a) 
i s  c arri e d  by c arts , c oo lie s ,  and pac k- animal s ,  the p ri11cip al 

_ imp o rt s from , Nep al oeing ri ce and pa ddy, jute 7 gunny bag s , 
· mus tard sc 0d , and t imbe r ,  a • .tJ the chie f export s· sal t , su gar, 

keroosene oil , c ott on twi s t , and pie ce - go ods • .  

Sou rce : 'rhe Impe ri aJ. G aze teee r  o f I ndi a ,  Vol . 20 , Oxford,  
Cl arendon Pre s !:. ,  1 908 , p .  1 7 .  

1 .  Kathm andu-Patna T rade , 1 8 1 1 - 1 2  

1 1 ·r 11e only comme rce that c an  b e  called ex te rn al i s  a 
li t tle wi th Nep al . Some me rchan t s of Patna send b road clo th ,  
muslins , silks ,  spice s and M anihari e; oods- and bring back 
b ee � wax,- b orax ,  g old dust , T hibe t bull s tails , mu sk , the 
woolen clo th  c alled tu sh ,  and many medicinal he rb s •o • • •  
Some me rchant s o f  Nep aJ. trade in ne arly the same arti cle s 
to ne -1 t'ly ,.i.n G quw. e xten t .  The whole trade of Ne p aJ.  howeve r ,
doe s n o t  cc  .. 1 t.  thi s  way, e spe ci al ly the timbe r from the i r  
lowe r p rovince s ,  and I pre sume a good de al of g rain , both 
of whi ch mu s l. ue pu rcha sed by �.i:ade rs in G o rakhpur ,  Be ti)la 
and T:L.rahu t ,  anu ve ry con sidC:: . �.ble sum s mu st be p aiJ. by tho se 
who fe s d  thei r c attle in theo. Nep ale se woods . The e lephant s 
c aught the re mu st al so c ome annual ly to some thin1: con side rable ,
All howeve r ios not ade quate t.o p ay  fer the goo d s  sent fro1n 
Patna j and silve r coin t o ab out 20 00 · rupe e s  i s  suppo sed to 
be sent in bal anceo. The 1-::.i j a  has a kind o f  fac tory c:.. -..:.  P atna 
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including cotton goods in 1 8 90- 1 and 43 l akhs in 1 900- 1 ; 
sugar 3 lakhs and me tal s 2 lakhs . 27 lakhs salt 4 lakhs , 

In 1 903-4 the i iup o rts we re valued at 1 1 5 lakh s and the expo rts . 

for supp�ying hi s c ourt with l�xurie s ,  but the agents selJ. 
. soma_  o f' Uw 1-' rodu c ti on s of thei r c ountry ,  such probably as 

the �aj a has re �eived as p re sent s .  I t  i s  probable that a
considerable porti on of  the balance against Nepal ari se s  
from the pu : l..!hase of fire arm s a ncl ni tre , althou gh thi s
i s o f  course mo s t  c are fully cenc:ee.ded .' 1 1  

Source : Franci s Bachan an ,  _!nJ:. � c ount of tre Di s tri c t s  o f
Bih9:r nnd Pntna i n  1 8 1 '·1 - 1 :-:  '>Patna j Bihar and Ori s s a ' He .:.iearch _Socie ty,  n . d . , bk . 3 ,  p .  68� . 

1 1I n the Di s tri c t of Patna , the principal mart i s  PatnaCi ty a pl ace of c on si de rable importance as a c omme rci al.
dep o t .  I t s cen tral po siti on at the junc t ion of th� three 
gre at ri vo rs , the Son ,  the G andak and the Gange s , whe re
the traffi c o f  the No rth-- We stern Province s mee ts that of 
�en?al 7 ':1-nd whe re the traffic  branche s off t o  Nepal ,  give s 
1. t 1. • •  tlll. s re spec t g re at advantage s . 1 1  

Source : W. W . Hunt2 r,. A S + _::Ji sti c a] .. � c c: mmt of Benfl' al).
Vol . XI ;  Patna and � aran , London: T rubne r & Co . ,  '=i'Wl , p . 1 54. 

Howeve r7 t he di re c t trade carrie d on by Patna with Nep al 
was no t c onside rable . Du. ring the 6-month pl0 ':ci od ended March 
1 876 , Patna de sp atc hed to  Nep al 41 587 mds ( 1 68 tons) ,  
inc luding spice s and c ondiment s  ( 36 %) , of coppe r and 
b ras s manufac ture s  ( 1 6  %)  , and be tel nut s  ( 1 1 %) • T hi s 
ri ·: ct  not inc lude Europe an cot ton goo ds fRs 87, 025) and 
pii sce.ll r-i11 �  ,) :,t s native goods ( Rs 1 0 1 935) . 

I bi<l, p . 1 79 .  
Nepal-I.J7d i. a  'I' r.e1 cle  Through the Uni. te d Proyinces  of Ai:,;ra and Qug)'J 

r�1 i rzapur wa s the gre at cent re of trade', owing to ' · 
i ts p o si tion on tne G anr,e s . He rt:: c ame me rchant s r.com the 
De c c an  a.n Ll. Bundel1'"Jrnnd,  wi th  raw c otton and indi go ,  shaiwl 
me rchan t s  from the we s t · and trc.de rs from Nep al ,  t a.king away
piece-goods ,  raw silk, and spi ce s from Beng al , and tin 
and .c opp •:� r imported from ove rse as . '" 

Sou rce : Imp e ri al  G aze tte e r  of  I ndi a  (Provici al Serie ::: ) ',' · 
Vol . 1 ; Uni teo P rovinces o f  Agra � n d  Ou dlJ , C alcutta:  
Supe rintendent of G ove rnment Printing, 1 908 ,  Vol . 1 ,  
p . 84. 

11Th0 value o f  the impo rts  from Nep al has ri sen from 57 
lakh� in 1 c 30- 1  to 59 l akhs in 1 8 90- 1 and 8 1 lakhs in 
1 900- 1 '. The principal i tem s  and the i r.  value in 1 900- 1 we re :  
g rain 35 lalms , chie fly rice , ghi 1 1  lakhs oil see ds 7 lakhs, ,
timb e r  3 l akh s gum s c;l!ld re sins 1 l akh ;  and spice s 1 lakh .  
The e xports hav

,
e ri sen from 3 2  l akhs in 1 880-1 to 34 lakhs 

at 45 lakhs . 1 1  

I bid, p .  88 . 
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"G rain �  oil se e: u s ,  and spice s from N epal ar� carried
largely by a branch o f the railway which terminate s on 
the frontie r  (!J.o se to Nepal gan j , and piece- goods , me t :�l s , 
saJ. t

.1 
tob ac co j and sug ar enter Nep al from the sa1I1e pl a�e � 

• • • The total traffic  wi th Nep al  � s valued at 25 to 30 lakhs. 11  

Ibid, Vol . 2, p 41 3 .  

At. D aI:rarnghat, on the road from Lucknow to G onda, 
the re _ ..,  S i;il:. ri large traffi c in timber and grain from 
Nepal •' • • •  Timbe r i s saw here , and the re i s  a small 
manufac turE: of fu rni ture'. 1 1  

Ibid , Vol. 2,  p .  44?. 

1 1 Bareilly handles much of  the trade with Nep al and
the hill s .  (In 'l 900 ) , imports from Nep al amounted to 1 , 294,'445 
maunds, including 555 , 839 of Brain and pul se s ,  1 1 8 , 241 of 
W?o d ,  aud large quantitie s of me tal s ,  salt , stone and lime ,
oils and pi e ce - goods . T he re is still  a considerable amount
o f  roud traffi c � though much of  tra t rade which was forme rly 
bor1 - .:; b y  roads has been g radually absorbed by the rai: \mys 
as  che two system s have extended. 1 1  . _ 

. ....
Source: H . n . Nevi ll , Di stri c t  Gaze tteP,rs of the Uni ted . .  

.,..!: 0Yin£,Q..�'_o f  Agr.::� r1nd Oudh, Vol. 1 3, Bareil! vJ Allahabad, 
G overnment P re s s ,  United Provinces, 1 91 1 ,  p .  b9 . 

Pil i ;tl1j._t__ Di s t  rj. <; ' 

. l il n fonne r days timbe r  was an impo rtant _ article o f  t rade , 
but the bu sine s ::.i re ce ived a seve re setback with the se s sion 
of the pest sal forests to Nepal • • • • I n  c onnec tion with
trade • • • pe rhap s  the most important fe ature i s  the large
throu eh traffic wi th Nepali a very c on siderable p ropo rtion 
of which passe s throu gh Pil bhit . "  

Source': H. R,  Nevill , Di strict Gaze ttee rs of the United 
Provinc9-�- o� _Agra and Oudh, Vol . 1 8 ,  Polibhit Allahabad 

. Government f·re s s ,  Uni ted Provinces , 1 90 9 ,  p. 1"/3 , 

1 1The iuj:)Or•t n from l'J epal c ou1p rise for the most part
r?-ce' oilseed s ,  �des, dru�s, �'1.d various food� i:.·ains,'.7gj.i ,-w i e in � . , rmP. r days timbe r was an impo rtant item . uthe r  

articJ e s  i r "lude c:.,ttle, dyes , ; tu rmeric and oil cake . The
�inci.t'.)al e .... -ports on the othe r hand are European and
?-ndi an cotton Goods,  petroleum, foodgrains and fruit

.1notably the _ pine apple s for which Pi libhit. is fa.II).eo,.  The 
balance of trade i s  largely in favour of Nepal ,  _ for during
the five years ending in 1 907 the imports amounted on an 
ave rage to 53 , 841 ma�1nds of goods and 9 , 500 cubic fent of 
timber annually, the esti11, � ted value being Rs 7 , 0 1 , 832 •  
whil e  U!e axports average 1 2 7 777 maunds, the re gistered 
value beine; Rs 68, 704 . This trade i s steadily on �he 
inc re ase •' • • •  I n  1 8?? • ••  the total value of the impor t s  
was Rs 1 , 20 7 500 ? while that of  exp orts wa s no more th.an 

Rs 1 4, 5� 5 . 

http:fa.II).eo
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"' i '  _,._ u J.. the Nep al trade · he chi e f '· road s  a re still the 
road s le ading to 'Pi1ihhi t from T anakP"4I_', MQ].e -Ghat and Mundia
Ghat . '; ; 

Ibi d, p .  74 . 

3 .  Nepo.1 -I r.w.ia T rade , 1 893 
1 1  li'arthe r e a s t , the I ndependen t S tate of Nep al cut s  off 

di re c t  inte rc ourse ui th T ibe t for . a total leng th of  
ne ar-, v 700 mil e s ,  b o ra.e'rin g the No rth-We ste rn P rovince s':1 
Oudh ,  and. Bihar . Lit tl e trade . i s allowed  to filte r 
through Nep al ,  to and Lr om T'ibe t ( amounting in valre in 
1 8 90 - 9 1  to H.x . 1 1 9 , 0 1 7  for bo th impo rt s .  and expo rt s ) , 
ye t a ve ry larg e� traffi c  i s eve rywhi;;: re c arried on along 
the frontie r be tween the Nepali s and B riti sh sub j ec ts '. 
'l' he Nep al e; ove rnmen t levie s tran si t  dutie s imparti ally
on all c omrnodi tie s �  but i t  i s  a s se rte d that thei r  fi sc al tarifl 
i s not iLtenued to be  p rote c tive , and doe s not in  fac t 
ope rate .as such .  M a rke t s  are he ld at countle s s  vilJ,.age s 
alon g  the boundary , fo r the exchange of rural p roduce 
and arti c le s of daily con sump tion � and many c art t racks 
c ros s  the line from our side , to lo se the1n selve s. in the_ 
N c.i,i al  .:ti-:1.rai . 'I'he p rinci1, c1.l trade route i s '' that i,aich 
s tart s  from P atna, and p ro ce e d s  ne arly due north throu gh 
C hwnparun Di stri ct to the c api tal of Khabnandu ; but even 
thi s i s  rnJ c passable throughout fo r whe eled traffi c .  
li'rom Khatmandu , two route's branch off ove r the central range 
of thP dililalayas ,  whic h  bo th ultimately c ome down into ile · 
Valley o f the 'i' sampu , or  5re a c.  rive r of  T ibe t . 

1 1I n  1 877-78 11 the re gi ste re d t rade with Nep al ( which 
i s  doub tle s s  be low the t ru th) amounted to a tot al o:t' 
Rx � 1 , 68 7 , 000 , of  which more than two-thi rds was conduc ted 
by Bengal .  'rhe impo rt s from Nepal .;c: re valued at Rx. 1 , 051+, 0001 
the p rinc ipal i tem s being foodgrains ana: oil see ds ,  c attle ; L
fi gure prominerrcly in the re turn s are muskl bo rax , Chireta,  
madder ,  cardamocs , Chauri s o r  yak- tail s', g nge.r ,  balehar 
or scented g ra s s , furs , and hawk s .. The I ndi an e xp o rts  to 
Nep al in 1 877-78 ve re valued at nx'. 633 , 000 , chie fly European 
and nati ve pie ce-go ods ( of cotton 2 wool.1 and s ilk)' , s alt , 
me t :cl s raw c ot ton, sug ar ,  and spice 's . 'l' o the se may be  
added the mi scellaneou s  arti cle s whi ch may be u su ally 
found in n pedlar ' s pack . In 1 890- 91 , the total impo rts 
from NP.pal into the No rth-VJe stern Provinces , Oudh, and 
Bengal amounte d to Rx .  1 , 84--1 , 1 45 ,  and the export s  from 
Bri ti sh I ndia to Rx. 1 , 308 , 51 8 ,  g rand total Rx 3 ,  1 49 , 663 . 

Source : Sir Willi an Wil son Hunte r , The Indi an Empi re , 
i t s  Pe onle , Hi s t,· ; ':l and Produc ts , London, W .H . Allen & C'o . ,
1893 , p .  691 . 

L timbe r,  and horn s . Othe r article s of impo rt which 
do not 
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. .
"T rado with Nep al nuc tui;1tes , but without making

any consi de rable advance from year to year. A large 
p roportion of thi s trade does not pas s  into or from
Nep al 9 rops'r at all , but is trade be tween the Tarai '' which -was ceded b y  tne 3ri -ci sh Gove rnme nt to Nepal afte r tne 
Mutiny , arid the adj oining B riti sh Di stri cts , 1 1  

Source; ::£,he Impe rial G aze tteer of I ndia, Vol . 3 ,  Oxford: 
. Clarendon Press, 1 907 , p .  300 . · 

Price s in Kathmandu , 1902 _ 

Frice s  pe r rupee 

T auli paddy • • • 4 pathis 

T auli'. riC'e . .. . 1 pathi, 7 !!!fill11 ,  5 mutbj. 

Bleclcgrand (urd) • • • 1 · pathi', 6 maiIB 

M ai ze • • • 3 12athis 

Salt •• • 7 mm, 5 muthi 
Mustard oil . . . . 54 pais� pe r lw,ruwa 

P rice s current in Kathmandu on Je s'tha 2 ,  1962 · (M1ay 1 5  � 1 905)',
reproduced in the G o rkhapatra ,  Bhadra 27 , 203? (September 1 2 , 
1 9eo> . 

. I . 

*****11'* 



App0i nt,inent o f  Ch rudhari in Phena, 

( 1 ) 

1 52. 

Bardiva :Ji strj.ct 

Phena i s  a reve nue- devi si on ( t �,pp a) s_itt.�ated in ·the di strict 
of Bardiya in the rar- we ste rn larai re gi on. The enti re 
di st ri c t  was cwncd by the Ra..r1a family unde r bi rta tenure . 
The re was a sep arate revenuG office (!!WJ.) to c olle c t  revenue 
on behal f of the birtaowne rs .  

. The c olle c ti t>n of revenue in Phena wa s  the � sponsibilitY 
of a C haudh�ri , _ _  She o P'�·as ad 'I'haru 1 unde r _  the supe rvi si on 
of the Bardiya bal Offi ce . Some time during 1 937 Vikram 
(AD 1 8&0 � , She o Prasad Tharu was impri s o:n'3d be c ause he was 
unable to p ay up arre ars due from him . 

Two pe t itions we re the n  submitte d t o  Kathmandu for 
app ointm ent to that office : -

Chaudhari Dalajit Raya, in bi s  peti ti on, offe re d to 
p ay  up arre ars due from Sheo Prasad i f he was so  appointed. 
He p rayed that he also be pe rmitte d to admini ste r 
ju stice  in Phena and app ropriate inc ome from fine s and 
penaltie s .  

( 2) Subba Thagai ram o f  the Bardiya M al Office prayed that 
l� s cou sin ,  B ai j anath Tharu , whom ee had alre ady deputed 
t o  c ollect revenue in Phena , be  appointe d as  C haudhari . 
On be hal f  of Bai janath Tharu, he too offe re d to pay up 
arre ars due from Sh o Prasad .  

cm Ashadh Sudi 6 ,  1 9: ,.1 · ( June 1 884) , t he  gove rnment 
sent the followin g in st ruc ti on s  to the B ardiya M al  Office : -

( 1 )  Aac ording t o  the Admini st rative Re gulations (Kitapi 
Sawal) , . ne i the r revenue-c ollec tion office rs ( amali) 
nor their  re l .c .. tive s are entitled to  be app ointed as 
Chaudhari s • .  'l'he re gulations also pre sc ribe that hillsmen 
be app ointed as C haudharis and Jirnidars s o long as they 
are available . As such, B ai j anath Tharu , who i s  a b rother 
of Subb a  Thag ai ram ,  c annot be  appointed  as  Chaudhari . 

( 2) As re gards the pe tition of C haudhari Dalajit Raya, action 
may be take n  ac c ording to the law and re gulati ons . So 
far as hi s  re que st for the right to administe r  ju stice 
i s  c once rne d ,  noti fic ati ons have alre ady been i s sue d 
that thi s function will be di scharged by the jimidar of 
e ach mauja,  and that c ase s that the jimidar is unable 
to di spo se oft or appe als against hi s  decision ,  shall 
be he arL and di sp o se d  of  by the C ou rt (Adalat) •. The 
Ch::-• 1.dhari, the re fore , c annot be empowe red to admini ste r 
justice in the P arganna . 

I f  Chaudhari Dalajit Raya accepts tbis c onditi on, and i f  he 
i s  willing to p ay up arre ars due from Shea  Pras ad in a single 
installme nt ;, he m ay be appointe q. as C haudhari of Phena • .  

http:Jistrj.ct
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Thi. E o.,..de r  \l�s dul y c onu1� .. micated to Chaudhari DaJ.a jit
Raya . Howeve r, he re fuse d, to receive the appointment on the
followin g grounds ; 

( 1 ) The ri ght to administe r  j ustice has not been granted . 

( 2) I nqui ries · huve revealed that seve ral mau j as o f  Phena 
have been depopulat.? :1 1 and that the full amount ·  o f  reverme 
cannot be collecte d  from most of thern . As .  such, I may 
lo se Rs 4oo or Rs 500 every year if I take up the 
appointme nt , 

Subba Thagairam then reporte d to Kathmandu :  

B ai janath Tharu is my fourth cousin. Ou r  families 
have lived separately for four generation s part . 
Only one- fourth of the population o f  B ardiya
di st rict .:i s perhap s not re lated to me. SJme are 
C haudharis , others arii j imidars ,  while yet othe rs 
are cultivators or even plow-hands . 

Subb a Thagai ram al so repo rted that She u  Prasad,'· the
forme r Chaudhari had me anwhile die d in j ail .  He added,  
1 1Because no new C haudhari has been appointed in Phena ,  the 

. j imi2 1.rs of a few ·, illages have offered thei r re signati on . n  
,
Me anwhile , R.1t;hu Chc1.udhari son of Shea P ras ad T:tiaru ,

submitte d a petition � raying that he b e  appointed Chaudhari 
o f  Phena from 1 9>+1 Vikra.m a (A. D .  1 88>+)'. The petition stated: -

.. .  ... . 

( 1 ) Our family h�t s  baen functioning as C haudhari of Phen a
for �our or five gene rations �ast from the tiree of the 
Nawab s and the British .. Afte r  the far-western Tarci 
re gton was incorporate d  into the Kingdom of Nepal, my 
father, Shoo Prasad Tha.I·u , was reconfi 1,.1ed as C haudhari . 

"'( 2) Until the Vikrama year 1 935 (A. D .  1 8 '?8) my fathe 1 ma d.;.: 
revenue c ollections in full . During'. 1 93l Vikrama (A . D .  1 879) )
he was able to collect only 50 pe rcent . Meanwhile , tne 
governme nt sent an orde r in the name o f Subba Thagairam 
to the effect that C haudhari s  who had not been able to 
make c ollection s in full should be dismissed. At that 
time ,  arre ars amounting to Rs 21 1 1 - 9¾  had bec �e due 
frcm my father.  Subba Thagai:.L'am informed him that he 
would be reconfi rme d  .in bis post only i f he paid up the 
arre ars.  As ho was unable to do so, or even to furni sh 
sure ty1 o�r p rope rty was auctioned . The proceeds amounted 
to Rs 00 : - 1 2 tllU s  still le aving Rs 1 509- 1 3¾ as arrears .'· ,My fatheJ.·,  Sne o  Prasaq Tharu , was the!} _impri soned .  IJ;e

'die . ..  in j ail . · .  , 

( 3 )  I ho.reby under take to pay up the amount · or Rs 1 50 9- 1 3¾ 
mentioi:ied• abov�'. ·1 also undertake to p ay  up in installments 
approximately Rs 1 800 due for the ye ar 1 938 Vikrama 
(A.D . 1 881 ) whi ch had fallen into arre a:rs when crop s  
failJd in that year b�c ause of drou ght and which Subba 
Thagair� has paid pe �onally. I n  addi lion, I undertalce 
to p&/ up by the e nd of 1 941 Vikrama (A .D . 1 884) all 
arre ars due for the ·  Vi}:cr2ma years 1 939-40 (A .D . 1 882- 83) • 
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The Madhe sh B andobast Adda recomme nded that Raghu C haudhar.lr1 
01 r er. be a1..cepted in the exi . ,ting c i rcums t ance s ,  even though
current re gulations p rescribed th,1 1., the sons and grandsons 

· of de faulting C haudharis a.nd jimidu i'S should not Le app ointed 
as their successors .  'rhis rec onunendation was endorse d by
P rime Mini ster Ranoddip Simha on B ai s akh Badi 1 1 , 1 91+2
(April 1 885) . 
Re gmi Re s e ,? rch Collection, Vol .  51 :i pp . 1 01 2- 35. 

Export of Hides from Dang Di strict 

.bidulal a re s ident of Chilli in Dang district , submitted 
the roilowing pe ti tion to, C .L 1.ief  Colonel Lok Bahadur Thapa .Chhetr.1 : : . 

Hides are being exported fran Dang district only 
on payment of dutie s {].fil) . At time s ,  forei gn 
chamars (;i .e.  le ather-worke rs)  purc hase hides i'n 
Dang and smug gle the commodity to I ndia through
p robi oi ted tracks . .... · 

Bidulal , there fore, offere d to pay Rs 500 to the gove rnment 
eve ry year for a three -year pe riod if  granted a monopoly 
to purchase hides at current · pri ce s in Dang di strict and
export the ccminodity to I ndia. · · ·  . 

Chief C olone l  Lak Bahadu:i; Thap a Cbhetri'. re ferred the 
petition to Kathmandu �th the following, rec ommendation : 

.
A monopoly has been int roduced in the e xport of 
hi des t o  I nd.l a in But aul and othe r districts . 
I nasmuch as Bidulal. · has offe re d  to pay Rs 500 
eve ry ye ar for a three -ye ar p8 riod i f  grante d  
a monopoly in such e xport trade , bids m ay  be 
invi ted to asce rtain whethe r  another pe rson 
will offe r a hi gher payment . I he reby re fe r  the 
matte r to the gove rnment because tni s would 
me an e xplJiting a new source of revenue . 

On Pou sh 6 ,  191.r2 (December 1 885) , Chief ColoneJ.
Lo� Bahadur Thap a C hhetri was orde red to provide additional
-information .  on the proposal. Hi s repo rt was as follows : -

A monopoly has been introduced in the export 
trade in hi de s in Dailekh, Surkhe t and Butaui . 
I n  Butaul the monopoly includes  horn s  a1so . Thi s 
will'  be a new source of revenue for Dang di stric t .  
I t  will c au se no hardship s  t o  the p.e opie, be c ause 
trade _·s  have so far been .._.,urcha s ing hide,s from them 
wi thout_ paying anything to the government . 
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'rl1e matte r ,rn.s then re ferred to the M adhe sh Bandobast 
Adela (Tarai Admir'i strati. on Office ) s. I t s  recommendation wa� 
as f ollo .1s : 

Bidulal has offe r9d to purchase at fai r  price s hides 
that the pC; opl .; of  Dang di strict  sell willingly ,  aYld 
pay Rs 50C cvc 17 ye ar for a three-ye ar period in 
addition to 2xport duty i f  given a monopoly . Arrangements 
may, the rc foro be made to asce rtain whether anothe r 2pe rson i s  willing to off0 r  a hi6he r ·payment in c onsi
de ration of such monop oly � The Chief C olonel may be 
instructed ac ccrdingly .  

Thi s  rel, =!JlIIlendation of  the H adhe sh Bandobast Adda {Tarai 
Admini stration Office )  was endorsed by Prime Mini ste r Bir 
Shumshe re on Chait.I'.a Sudi 7 ,  1 942 (March 1 886)s. 

Re gmi Re se arch C olle ction� Vol . 51  , pp . 580-89 . 

fol itic al Hi story of  Dolak.ha · 
.... 

1 • ; ontinued from the ' eptember 1 980 ·  i s sue )s. 

By 

Dhanavaj ra. Vaj racharya and 'fe k  Bahadur Shre s tha. 

Uddliava Deva md_ ·:·I r:nda Devf¼ 

T aking advai1t�ge of the s trife at the center ari sing
from the feud amcn g the sons of Yaksha Malla,  the Samanta
rule rs of Dolakha began to rui: se thei r  he ads . Thi s is  
clearly indicated by the stone-inscriptions  found in 
Dolakha. Stone-inscription s  relating to the Samanta rule rs 
o f Dolakha date back to the pe riod following the death 
of  Yaksha Malla.  Of c oursei two small stone-inscriptions 
be aring the date s  580 and � 90 Nepal Samvat have also been 
found in Dolakha; (Ai tihasilra, �amagri (Hi storical mate ria �s) ,No s � 1 .,. 2) but they do not, mention the local rule rs .  Insc riptions 
mentioning tb...:  loc al rulers are found only fo r the i,,e ri.od 
followin �  the death of Y aksha M alla.  Fo r instances, we may re fo r  
to tht. stone-inscriptions of Uddhava Deva (61 1 Nepal Samvat)
and of N anda Deva (632 Nep al  Samvat) (I bid ·  Nos s. 3-lt-) . 
Both the se inscriptions are fragmented .  But one can read 
the ye11.r as well as the name s of the rule rs in ther.. . The 
inscription of f:. "1 1 Nepal S amvat, ( 1 548 Vikrama) describe s 
Uddhava Deva as rule: 1· of DoJ akha (Dolakhadhipati)s. I t  make s  
no mention of the H alla King s  at the center . Loc al  rulers 
as sumed the ti tle of Adhin2.ti if they sought to become 

http:Adhin2.ti
http:i,,eri.od
http:Dolak.ha
http:Admir'istrati.on


, 1 56 .  

I 

j Y!depennen t .  \,n.1 ,:;n the Samanta rule r of  M ani gal ( Lali tpur) 
t ried tu se c e de , ho ei.s sum,3d the ti tle o f  M ani galadh1.pati . 
( Samshodhan M andal , I tthasa S <lmshodhanak.Q Prrunann-Pr:-.Yneya, 
p . 1 2) .  The' · fac t that Uddhava De va, the Samanta rule r of  
Dolakha ;  had as suri1e d the i ,i i:.le of ;"dhipati cle arly indic ate s 
that he had t.ci( ,d  to sececic by taking advantage of  the quarrel 
among the son s  of  Yaksha H alla . An addi ti onal indi c ati on 
i s that he al so s tyle d himse lf 1 1Deva l i  . l''l oreove r ,  like tm 
M all a rule rs , he c 2,llcd hir,1 s8lf  1 1Tnakura"'. 

Udd..hava D . :vc,_ vc� s  the son of  I:i r-l.::.i Simha . Ac c o rdint:; to 
the Va1;15h a\Jali , he was bo rn c1 , c,he twe lfth day of the
b ric;r1t 11 al.f o f the lunar  month in 1 5 1 7  Vilcram a at Dhungal tol 
in Dol akha .  He Has only 1 4  ye ars of' age when he be c ame the 
rule r  o f Dol akha in 1 53 1  Vikrama.  He had in s talled the
image s  of Dashav::::,tara (M ohan Prasad r-:hanal, Nepalaka 
Kehi M alllili;Rl ina_ Abhilc,kha ( Some in sc·ription s  o f Nep al 
durin g the Mall e.. pe riod) , · pp .  5-6) . The stone-in scri p tion 
o f  Uddhava Deva menti on..;;d  above had been installe d along 
wi th an im age of K ri shn a .  

N anda Deva 1 s in'sc rip ti on o f  632  Nep al e ra ( Vikrama 1 568) 
doe s not me nti on the n ,:ino of a ny M alla King at the' . cente r .  · 
I t only me r..tions lli s name as the rule r .  Hi s ti tle s are ille gible,
be c au se the inscrip tion i s  cb.i.nage d .  The insc ripti on state s 
t hat N anda Deva had p 2. rfo rrned a Kotihom r:=t  ce remony and built  
a temple . 

The attemp ts  o f Dolakha 1 s Samantu rule rs to  ac hieve 
independence  had thu s not  bee n fully succ e s sful unti l the 
c onclus_  on of the tre aty of P :-1 shupati in 668 Nepal e ra .  But 
the y we re able to con tinue exploi ting the we akne s s' . of tl:}e 
cente r .  Lali tpu r w::1,s able to be come independent afte r the 
de ath of :tatna l:i aJ_la . Dol akha follow8d sui t . Lalitpur and 
Dol akha then ente red in to an nlli ance'. 

U jot�  Deva 

I t  wc-1 s Ujo ta Deva who no t only c ons olidat�� d  the poli tic al  
posi ti on o f :Oolakh:i. bu t  al so  developed  i t  i n  the cultu ral 
field. lline s ton.0 -in sc ription s dating from 640 to 653 Nepal
e ra,  all in s tall ,1d during U j o ta Deva 1 s rule , have been
di sc ove re d , ei 8ht o f  them in Dolakha i tself, and the 
remainin g one :,_t IIi ranya Varna Bihara in Patan . The
insc rip ti on s  te ;.: ti fy to the s te adily growing authori ty of  
U jo ta D eva . B�ic :C'_ par�i culars . o f  the insc rip ti on s  in s talled 
at templf s built l)y him are 01.ven below. 

1 • rr he Bhirr �ent�nn I n sc �iption 1 ( Ai tr;easika S amagri ,  
I nr '? ription r: o .  5)  , dm:;cd Chai tra 6 Samvat •. I t  re fe rs 
to . the o stnbli shment of the temple o f Uma-M ahe shwaraa 
to mark ,.., reli �iou s fast unde rtaken by U j o ta Deva I s 
wi fe . I t  c all s  U j ot a  Deva only 6.s  1 1Tbaku.ra 1 1  , and doe s 

. not u se the title o f  ; 1Dola1':J1adhip a ti 11 • 
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'rhe. s cone - inse: rip ti on 0f Simbhu tol , dated ;.; ui 'sakh 640 
(I uid . No . 6) . I t  de sc .1:ibe s the in s tall ation o f  the 
image of H mU1ava N aray s.11 2.  during the rule of Uj ota Deva, 
whom i t  c :_ -11 s 1 1Dolakhnp attanadhip ati P rabhu Thakura ,  11 I t  

contains t.ho words : 1 during tl13 vic to ri ou s rei gn (Ui j aya 
ra jye ) of  U j o ta Deva • • • 1 1 The in scrip tion thu s depic ts 
U j o ta Deva as c'Il independent rule r . 

3 .  '1'he stone -in scripti on of  611-3 Samvat at Dwakolungatol 
(Ibid,  1'-: o . 7) ' . I t  was in stall ed during the rule of U j ota  
Deva afte r th0 in s tall D.ti on o f  the image o f  Saraswati'. 
'l'b i i n E' c rip tion i s  small and demage d . I t , the re fore , 
doc s  not help us  to unders tand the situation p revailing
at the time'. Dut i t  de scribe s U j ota Deva as  "Prabhu Thakura .' 1 1  

4 .  'i'he s tone -in scri ption of 643 S amvat at Dhungaltol 
(I bid,  No . 8) . Ratna,  n. bhardar, had ordered the 

.in s tal lati on of thi s  stone-in s c rip tion �fte r in s talling 
the image of Akashu Bhai rava durin� the rule of U j ota 
Deva . It de s c ribe s U j o ta Deva as 1 1Dolakha Pattanadhipa . '" 

'i'he in sc ripti on o f  641-i- Swnvat ne ar Bhimsenthan .  U j ota 
:Jcvn had in s talled thi s small inscrip ti on afte r 
in str..lling the image of  Gopinarayana · along with 
La:xui . H.ule rs  a t  that time u sed to decorate them se lve s 
,-ii th title s wi th re fc rEmc e to some Narayana, s uch as  
Asu ro. N o.ray �-1.na and · vi ra N arayana . 1 1  One well-known of 
such ti tle s v;2. s Dai tya ilurayan� .  T hi s  ins c rip ti on shows 
that U j ota Dev•:; al so u sed the ti tle of  Dai tya N arayana . 
I t thus allude s t� the r� rowin g powe r  o f  U j ota Deva . 

I
• ,  

-6 .  The inscripti on of Tindh�tre N ar::i.yan s than , dated 644 
3amvat . (I bid, No . 1 0 ) . I t  was in s talled by Ji vasimha 
Bh'.lro , the P 1·::1.dhan o f  U j ota Deva, afte r installing
an image of �: O;?i Narc.ynna. I n  thi s insc rip tion , U j ota 
Deva i s c all�� d : •Dolal�hadhip a, Sri Dai tya Narayana P rabhu 
Thalrura" .  Tho Chie f h ini s te r was then c alled P radhan 
or P radhann..--i.::;o.. Thi s ·shows that the re e xi s ted a C ouncil 
of iiini ste rs in Dol::ilch:.1. to as si st U j o ta Deva in running 

. the admini s -�rution . 

7 .  The insc rip tion o f  644 S runvat at the temple of N arayana
(I bid, No . 1 1 ) '. The U j ota mentioned in thi s ins cription 
uas not the rule r, bu t 111i ght have been a relative of  
Harsha Raj c.1 c.. bharder,  inasmuch as  it  doe s not c ontain 
any royal title s .  But it c e rtainly be longs  to the rule 
of U j o ta Deva • 

. 8 .  The insc rip ti on of P alchoki (Ibid, No . 1 2) .  I t  was 
in r: talled afte r the ins tall ati on o f  an image of 
Ina.ra . I t  do s no t  me ntion the date but clearly 
con tain s  the words "Jaj run:.ma, Sri Jaya U j ota Deva 
Thakura . '" 'l'hi s indic ate s tho.t the insc rip tion mus t  
huve be en ins t::llled by U j o ta Deva himself . ·  

http:Jajrun:.ma
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ThP �-n scription o f ' 65'3 1amvat at Hi ranyavarna Vihara 
(I bid, Ho . 1 3)r. During bi s vi sit to Patan,  U j ota Deva 
offe red one gold imQge and two bell s to thi s wel known 
Buddhirs t  Vih:.'.ra

1 
and then installed.r. thi s insc rip tion 

the rer. Tl:':i  in ::::crip tion i s  of re li gi ous  si gni ficance , 
for i t  shows ch2.t U j o't2. Deva had believed in the Vai srinava
sc c t . Ho\!uve r, he had fn.ith in othe r  relagioU s

7 
such 

as Buddhi sm �·-l so . 

Vi si t  to Lnli t,,1 1 t 

U j 1., �  -�"" Dev:::.. h,.:1.d not vi si te d Lali tpur wi th reli gious 
motive s alone .  The aims behind the visi t we re more poli tic al 
than reli gi ous . I f  bi s so le Dim was to p ay  a pilgrimage . to 
a Buddhi,� t  Vihara , ho would have gone to Ka..rit ipur,  rathe r  
than to Lali tpur j be c au se S \ , ;;.iyambhu Nath in Kantipur was 
more fa.,iou s than Hiranya Varna Vihara in Lali tpur .  M oreove r, 
the Shrine of Su��.yCT!lbhu has re1.1ainud a place  of attrac tion 
for Bu s shi s t s  since anci ent time s .  From thi s i t  i s  apparent 
that U j ota Deva 1 s vi si t  to Lali tpur was motivated by fac tors 
o ther than rBligi ou s .  I n  ord(':! r  to have an unde r s t::mdin g of  
the se f ac Lors . Vfo mu st di scu s s  the si tuati on .  of Lali tpur 
at that timer. 

1\. 3  s ta_te� a�0·,:G :1 Ratnc1. H oll a �d hi s brothe rs 1:iad 
e xp  .... nded t11c1 r L.1 1 luence afte r having de tachedr. Lali tpur 
.Crom the c ontrol of  the cen mr that i s-, Bhaktapur .  The M ahapatr� 

1 
of Lali tpur bec ame ale rt ancl tri ed to take advantage o f
thi s si tuati on .  I n  the mr: antime , Ratn a  M alla di e d .  Hi s 
suc (.; e s sor >  Su ry G.  : 1 alla ,  was no t as ac tive as  he was . For 
thi s re ason , 3uryo. M all a 1 1 :::, ,.:; unable to extend hi s influence 
in Lali tpu r . The si tu ... ti on in whicq the cc,nte r  (Bhaktapur) 
lo st c ontrol of Lali tpur was favo rable to the admini s t rato rs 

1o f Lali tpu r .  Vi shnu Simha,  one of the M ahapatras of Lalitpur, 
gradu ally consoli cl::1ted bi s po, 1e r  and finally e st abli she1 
an ind0pendent Kin�d01a in L tlitpur . To achieve hi s  aim, her. 
had t o accom:9lish two to.sks , to free himse l f  from the 
influe nce of  the 17. alla !Cint: s ,  nnd then get rid of other . 
Mahap atras , vh o ·n1e n  j ointly admini s te red Lali tpu r.  HE: skil fUUY\ 
accompli shed bo th tc:tsksr. (I nscrip tions found in Lali tpur
afte r  656 Nep 2.l r. c rn indicate that Vi shnu Simha had alre ady 
s tartod ruling -��here independently . The Subahal inscrip ti on 
at Patan di sc ribc s Vi shnu , Simha as . Pradhana-M ahapatra, bUt 
p ray s that hi s independence  mny last long .  I tihn.sa-Samshqdl}ru1a
.f.rs;Jnnn.n Pramoxr·. , p .  1 1 )  • 

I n  the se tasl:s , Vi shnu Simh� apperars to have enli s te d  
the coope rat..:. on of  U j ota  Dova, Dolakha 1 s Samanta rule r ,  
T rade wi th 'l'ibe t was po s silJle only if  he succeeded. in winning
ove r D0'! akha to hi s ,side . :C t . i s probable th,{t U jo ta Deva . 
vi si ted Lali tpur in re sponse to  an invi tati on from Vi shnu , . . -¥• 
Simha . I t  wa� in U j ota Deva' s ovm inte re s t  to maintain rel n:�1.00:6:;,
with Vi shnu Simha .  _Such a r-::l r1ti on ship would help Dol akha to 
detach it self from the control of the cente r in the same 
wa:y as Lali tpur hc.1.d done . I ndeed, the independence of Dola�a 
and Lali tpur w:-. s clo sel y linked with the alli ance with KantiJ-Ur.!; 
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( 'l'he we:-i.:. -knO\•m F : t shupati t .. �e aty o f  668 Nep al e ra re c ogni zed 
both Do..L.akha an�l Lt-1.litpu r a;.;; independent l\ingdoms . Sub se quently ,  
King Shiva Simha o f  Kantipur c onque re d both Dol;;.ld1a ru:i.u. 
Lalitpur, the reby s� :.b s tanti atin�  the poin t made above ) r. 
Goyindr: Daya

U jo ta Deva a{p0 ars t-o haver_ beeri suc ceeded by Govinda 
Deva us the ruld r of Dolaklw .• I nsc ripti ons  belonging
to hi s  rule h,Y•.re not  ye t b0c:-l di scove red , but according 

t iGovinda Deva, rule r of Dolakha , died 
i n 1 5 91  Vikrwna . Fou r women be came Sati on hi s  de ath. For 
three da.J s ,  nu re li :�iou s func tion was pe rformed.  Late r ,  
I ndra Deva Simha be e run e  rule r  or Dolakha . "  (Mohan Prasad 
Khanal�  !Jepalak2. _1:_ord_ M all ak_Q.lina Abhil� ( Some documents 
o f  Nep al relatint;; to the "'H'alla pe riod, p .  1 1 ) r. U j ota Deva 
had vi site d  Lali tpur in 1 5 90 Vikrama. Thi s indic ate s that 
he was alive till that ye ar .  Govinda Deva died onP- year 
afte r the vi si t ,  thu s indi c ating that hi s  rule was sho rt
lived . 'i'hi s mi gh"i� be the re as on fo r  the ab sence of any 
in scripti on du rin�·; (.+ ovinda Deva 'rs rule .  

Ac c 0rdi ng to one re c ord, Indra Sitnha Deva be came the 
rule r of  Dolakha in 1 5 90 Vikrama . lfoweve r, inscriptions
in stalled during hi s  rule dat� �ack to 1 60 1 Vikrama only .  
I ndra Simha De va npperars to  have devoted himself t o  the 
task of c ons olidating hi s  position ·during the e arly ye ars 
of hirs rule . He occupie s a spe ci al role in the hi story 
o f  Dolak.lia .  I t  was Indra Sirrh.a Deva who fi rs t styled 
himself : :Raj adhiraj a" · · of D1.,.Lakha .  Indra Simha Deva app arently

- re ali z,3d that politic al gain s we re  not important in themselve s 
unle s ::: · the re was progre s s in the e c ononic and cultural 
fields . Though t:1r� re i s  s till l�.ck of  mate rial s  shedding 
li ght on hi s  rule contempo ra�; inscrip ti vLlS  coinsr, e tcr. 
giVtd some idea in thi s re gard • 

. Joint Tiule 

The stri fe and werakne s s .:tt the cente r, that i s  
Kathmandu Valley, re sulted from the sy stem o f  j oint rule .  
The Samantra rulB rs of Dol aY-J1a p roclaimed themselve s 
independent rule rs by t akin� advantage o f thi s situati on . 
But they them sel v\:: s .  c ommi tte d the S?file blunder.  I ndee d, 
they introduced the system of j oint rule in Dolakha al so .  
A s the elde st b ro the r, I ndra 8imha Deva, no doub t ,  re tained 
somer. spe ci al ".)Owe rs , and he even minted coin s in hi s  name • 
.A.t the same +-ime , he proclaimed  hi s  brothe r' s as  co- rule rs . ·  
Thi s i s  ev�nt r��o�1 contemporaryrinscriptio�s .  The fi rst _insc ript., o?f•rpe rtai1nng to Indra Simha Deva di scove red in 
Dolakha irs p.at.ed  665 �epral e ::. a . I t i s located at Dungal tol 

1(Ai tihasilra Sa1n :..1 . .· ;ri ,  No . 1 4) i'hi s  inscription was in stalled 
by a wor-ian named !imi talaxi1ni afte r installing the image
of  Hat:1i1 ::i.1'i (Akasha :8hai ra:wa) with p raye r· s for pe ace t o  
tre soul of  he r dep arted son .  I t contains the words "Sri 



*** **�*********** 

1 60 .  

•:'i!"·"I, 

Dolakhar thane Sri - S ri Jaya J 1dra Simha Deva Paramukha Panchobba� 
T hakuras'a P aryawasa. i; The 1.10rd 1 iFanchobhaya 1 1 mentioned in 
thi s  ins c rip ti on i s  app are ntly confu sing . Of c ourse , 
P ancha s pl ayed s ome role in loc al aili�ini strati on during
the me dieval pe riod and thi s ,ms more or  le s s  the c ase 
with Dol akha als o ,  but the vcrd 1 1 P anchobhaya 1 1  u sed in thi s 
insc ripti on doe s not ac tu ally re fe r to Panchas . The te rm 
was u sed to de no te i 1 five pe rson s 1 1  • '.:'he te rm' ''Panchobhaya 1 1  

was u se d  to me an five p E  1· ;;;· ,  ..ms in the same way as 1 1Ubhaya 1 1  

me ant two pe r s on s ,  : 1 Tribhaya 1 1  three pe rson s .  sn ·� "C havavaya" , 
four pe r :0n s . I t  i s· thu s � defini te that the · te rm "Panchobhaya'' 
o c curring in the in sc r-i 1J ti on re fe rs to the j oint rule o f  
five pe'rs on s thou gh i t  doc s n o t  name them . · 

The i dol of Akasha Bhai rava in stalled by I ndra Simha 
D eva in memo ry of Ilemalaxrni , uho h ad become a ..§.lli ,  i s 
loc ated at Rani Durbar . The ins c rip ti on contains t,he 
following words :  l"taj adhi ra j s. S ri Sri Jaya I ndra Simha 
P ramukha Phunki j a  Thakuratwam l i  (I bid.•, No . 1 6)' . The se 
words al so te sti fy  to the j oint n1le of  I ndra Simha Deva 
and hi s bro the rs . Insc rip ti on s  at Buddhi s t  C hai tya at 
Li sti tol , at the tsmple o f I,' ::Lrayana, and el sewhe re i denti fy 
I nclra Simha Deva i s broth•i0 r s  as Jaya Narayana D eva, Ji ta Deva,
Raj a Deva and Vasu Deva .  (IbL.i , N o s . 1 8 , 21 , 24, 27 and 28) . 
The se five brothers  j ointly rule d  Dolakha at tl::at time , 
but thc: re was no c le ar-cu t di·;,,ri sion o f p owe rs among them . 
Such a si tuati on uas bound to re sul t in a conflic t ,  and 
tb.i s was what ac tually hc.1..L;pened . 

( To be C ontinued) 
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