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Reel 9 1924 letters and other manuscript material 

The letters of 1924 were written, for the most part, by 

persons who had received copies of Herbert David Cro1y's ~iography 

of Willard Straight , and many contain recollections of Straight ' s 

life . A few notes were originally addressed to Croly. The book 

was published in April in New York by The Macmillan Company , and 

the first edition was largely distributed among Stra~ght's friends 

and acquaintances . Some names that appear on the reel are Corinne 

Robinson Alsop , Mabel Boardman, Fairman Rogers Dick , Louis Agassiz 

Fuertes, Herbert C. Hoover, Peter Augustus Jay, and Philip James 

McCOok. The correspondence ends with two 1925 notes and a few 

Wl.dated items. 

Next on the reel are a group of passports : appointments and 

other documents. These are followed by memoirs from forty persons. 

These vary in length from a paragraph quotation to a 4l-page article , 

and most are typed copies . Excerpts from George Marvin ' s Mukden 

diary from 14 August to 28 December 1907 are followed by excerpts 

from Mrs . Straight's letters to Beatrice Bend from 2 October 1911 -
to 25 June 1912. Most of these were written in Peking. 

The last portion of the reel is made up of articles written 

by Straight. 

REEL 9 

Segment 1 

1924 and 
passports and other documents 

Segment 2 

Memoirs and diary excerpts 
George MarVin, 1907 

Dorothy Whitney Straight 
1911-1912 

Segment 3 

W. illard Straight MS articles 
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Asia Publishing Co. 
461 Eighth AvellUe 
New York City 

Gentlemen:-

!.!etropoli tan Building 
Orange, N. J. 

February 28 , 19Z4 
Rt'7 ": ··.'ED 

r,,8 :?! 1924 
' •. ~ ... ,..- ... 

it·: .. """'"""" '" . 

Some time since you sent me an announce
ment of a book on WillarA Straight , but bI hakve 
mislaid same. If I remember right, the 00 was 
got ten up for his friends. 

As the memorY of his fine character is 
one of the sweetest heritages that I hpalve, I 
would like to get one of the books. ease 
advise me whether they are stdill tOd~e h~dt~!e 
price of same; or you may sen one lrec 
and I will send you check. 

Please enroll me on the list 9f Mr . 
Straight's friends for any movement whlch 
will perpetuate the memory of so goobd a man 
as he. Had he lived, .h~ would have ecome 
one of our greatest Cltlzens. 

Very truly yours 

~.~ 
SHIPPED 

'FI8?f1924 rJ -, 
~ . . .., .... --

l~ ______________ ----

-
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Naw yOftK 

June 4, 1924. 

Mrs. Willard ~trai8ht, 
Old Westbury, 
Long Island, New York, 

Dear Urs. Straight: 

In 1919, "hen the Willard Straight 
memorial volume was under oonsideration, at 
the request ot Mr, Piedler, I lett with him, 
tour poatala, two letters, two drawings, and 
t"o pag.s tran the "Cornell Widow", tor 
possible 118e in the book, 

I wrote and telephoned him in 1921 
""d was tinally reterred to Mr. Croly. I 
wrote Ur, Croly in 1922 - inolooing a oopy 
of a letter I had written to Mr, Piedler. 
He replied that the volume would probably 
be published the tollowlng Winter. 

I ... rote 1.!T. Croly agaln in 1923. His 
secretary r.plied that he ... as In Europe and 
that tho matter would be brought to his at
u.lI-tlon when he returned in July. IP) ... artioles oan be looated, and 
I tr118t teo"", I would 11k. to have them 

r.turnedl ~ 

--

at 

. 

- 2 -

I ..... remiDded at the aatter by 
a r.oent ad •• rtisement ot the new blography 
to b. publlshed by Kaaml11an Campeny, 

I will b. greatly oblig.d tor any
thing you 0"" do 1n the matter, 

My N .... York addre •• 18 1457 Broa~al. 
~hanld.ng you 1n ad .. "".e, I .. , 

HL:AG 

1 
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AMERICAN CoNSULAR XRVICE 

at 

Har bin , !~anchuria , -";hina , 

June 15, 1924 . 

~.trB. ,/illard Strai ght , 

new York . 

Dear :.!rs . Stra i ght ~ 
Perhaps you would be interested 

i n knot. ing that I have Ii file or letters 
whi oh Nil1ard Str a!,ght fe0te me over a 
couree of a few years . e was the cause· of 
my comi ng to China, due to the fact t hat 
he was a fraternity brother of mine 
at Cornell and that he took an intereet 
in my IVork in Chin ... 

Although t lreee letters are precio1111 
to me , I feel t hat perhaps you desi 
to have them in your possession 1nF smuoh 
as they illustrate the kind manner in 
whioh he i nterested himself in the oareere 
of many of his friende , who hold his 
memory dear . If you oare to have them , 
I wou11 be p1ease~o deliver them to 
you When I arrive -In !lew York next . 
november on leave of absenoe . 



. . 

If you are inter os t ed: in this matter, I lVoul~ 
appreoiate your "ireot ing your reply to me , oare 
of the Amer i oan ~onBulate . Harbin , China . 

• 

;Tery ii1ncer;y J;J:r~ . 
Cl . ~ ,Jf{I.t:'~ 

Aoerican Consul . 

• 
Willard Straight at 
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Mra Willard DiokeraaD Strallht 

1130 FUtb An_ II.., y .... 1I: 

Dear Mra Str.l,ht 

BelTldere S.D.JUDe 1'1.1914 

I oanJlot.h." ...... to TOU tullT t.he .ppreal.UoD or t.be _ t.el11ll& 

the storT ot TOur buabaDll. lUe that _ t.o _ l!.tertaT' I read aM 

.torT .a it .ppaard • .- .78ar •• ,0 int ·!he uia ""t .. a_ tll1 •• ill 

be .. eb _re &aU.t.otorT as it OII_t help lIe1ll& full.r ot the , ..... 

tbat wl11 lie ot intereat to •• 

I have bad ,be oD11 to 10011: OTer tba r1 r.t t.o .... pt.ar.,.II1.b were 

ot eapeclal lntereat to IIIfle •• U re.orde4 in t.he .eo~ t.be part. that. 

117 alter Dr.la1Jl1.r p1&704 14 tbe 4eTelo_nt. or tbat .0nUrful lU. ot 

hls,and I JllUat ooaresa I teal t.bat the wrU.r not ~iJlrller .a I A14 

aDd tbe _tiT. tbat pr .... t.4 bar in .bat ba .e._a h th1DJt .a. ber t. .. 

• eTer 41aolp11Da,that he bar41T 414 here tba Ju.U" lie alPt. IIan tAI_ 

bad lie , known here as I 414 penoDalT, and I lie I,ie.. 11' it. .are .... illie 

Ullard wou14 haTe agrea4 .Ub ""'-,rather tllan!l the aut.bor/tro •• ba' be 

onoe wrote ""',and troa t.he .nT e"pre •• iona of art.aUon .... ;'i4 her 

ln bl a ... ture yeara • 

She bad .... raelt passe4 througb a 41ao1p11nill& that te. people e .. r 414 

and out ot it •• 1 deTelope4 • ahara.ter .hiah ... - re .. r4 in later lUe 117 

.11 who re.1T knew her. 

She waa a wo ... that .u not nat.urlT &1t'te4 .t .n. She 4i4 DOt ben 

tbe adwantale or lIeins bor'D in an ._aphere ot int.lla.t.nal .ult._. e. 

Willard wae,nor 414 ahe haTe the adwant.se ot a tra1D1II& under • lit .... 
mother al ba 414. Her earlT lUe ••• pra.UGall the " .... Ue. S ... .. 

naturalT TarT 4011 intlleatuallT' There w.a no pupil in tbe lit.t.le .. ... 

tr1 aohool .here we attended that bad lueb bard .orll: to set. t.heir Ie ••• 

.. she bad. Whi Ie the re.t or ua .ere out OD the 10hoolpoOUDd at pl.7 

ahe used to otten t1Dd U neoe •• ar1 ,to deprlTe her.eIt ot the u_l re

ore.t!;~.hiOb .he 10ye4 as .e11 •• aD7 .... t.bat .he alPt. •• ter t.ha 1 •• _ 

that to her ao bard. At nigltt alie 414 .hat. t.., puple. 414 in t.bo .. 

d.ya,.l1 •• ,a tooll: her booka bome tor Itn47,.Dd ahe aDd our t.,her .t ... 

ahe ••• allw.Y8 · •• peaia11 tond •• Dt OTer ,he work tor the .. st. daT, lIIat. * 
in apite 0 r all this ahe oouB har41T keep pao •• ith the o'her •• 

When ah6~t'otrteen ,our t.ther 41ed. In hi l l de.th ahe .utalnd • 1 ••• 

frow .hlah I think ahe newer tul17 reaoTerd. In .pite ot 'he t •• t. ___ t. 
be bad al}.aTI touDd U ...... arT to 41 •• ipl1ne her _re t.ban all ,be 

r.st of~o&ether,lt w.a ahe .ho mi.aad h1a aoa' art.er he ••• &DD8,'" 
.hether .t tirs' i' ea. MOIIU •• ahe knew it. was 111. veat •• , ... ire .... , 

his ahildren abou14 •• ob hawe an aduOllUoa.or .1I10b he IIad .e. detrlft4 

or whether ahe bad herl.It, lie"", t.o see the ... e4 ot it. .he de ......... 1B 

.pit. of eTerTtJa1ns to set 0 ........ re ' .... r,aad eftn tile 1Un ••••• 

rather lett .... in t.he band. ot an utter17 __ .. tad UDol. or __ .... 
had no a"apathT .Uh her desire ,aDd retun4 to all .. her &DTt.b1II& .t. 

all tow.rd bar settinl one. I Gaa ... her Tet .... he 1_.4., 1Bt.. 

bia t.ce and .. 14 • I .111 let an aduGaUDD ia .Id. or ".. ...... _ CiIl. 

Once our _,her .eat to her ro_ .hare abe ea. lIaar41D& he".U .... 

,01na to .cbe:2.-and tound all .he IIad IIad '0 oa' r.,. ...... t. .... __ 

.... • lUna ._t. ....... and aalt aDd Jrllte~. lat. 'ha I\1DII, ~ IIru we aft 
~ but Jaat .uoh •• --t.1iiD .aa .aP ....... lie Uad -17 r.,. _tU. r.e.a0 

Paper. at 
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When ahe a litUe later did set a little mone), froll the estate .he entell 
the state Ko,.,.l at lpallanti Mioh. but she .. orked 80 bard there .ner 
her 78ars of lIIII'4tll1t1D& stre88 in teaehin,at tbe end of tbe firot ),ear 
she broke down ,and was oompelled to 10 to a he.pital .. here .he re_ined 
uatil her laat dollar .... exau.ted. fhi. hoapital was oenduoted h)' two 
ladJ JIb7.iolan.,and 11ke eyery one wbo eTer _ bel' I tbiJllc they heoame 
.. ery .. .,b aUao_ to be!;.nd it wu tbrouSb tbem abe had her attention 
first t\U'1lOd toward the stud)' of medioine. 

Then oame the ,"at .trul!Ille to pin a 1Ol1oal tra1niD&,,,Ub no iDeans at 
.11 wlth .. biob to help hers alf. I presume Wl11ard knew somthing about 
tbi. ,a8 she po.slbly .. ould tell bill aoatk1a& about tbem,but doubt if 
she eYer would tell about these earlier ones I have mentioned. 

Arter Willard came to he r r think she had only one r c a.l o'Yertowerillg 
thing to live 1'or,and that was blm,and I am sure if she might haYe been 
too seyer in bel' diaoipline for his especlal te.prement ,it waa adminstol 
in the l!il'eate.t apirlt of loye bel' r ealy great heart .as oapible of giy
ing to any mortal' °er letters to me were allway full of "Wlilard"and 
the last one I receiTed from her was after hls fi ... t apointrnent to Chlna 
and she wrote as I remember ,of how glad she .as tha t be had the post tin 
but she addeded somabat prophetically "I shall newer aee "II)' boy"apin 
but Dh: how I love him. . 

I think I wrote you whell I heard of' his ItPa~s1Dg·of the t e nder 10Te 
he expressed to me in n little note he wrote me,when he had. through my 
old tlme friend Dr.Steel of Grace Charoh of O .. elo ,he bad learned tbat 
I .as greatly ln need of some money to make repere. on the bulldinp of 
the 11ttle church I was sc .... i ng tben in Kansas ,and encloBing his cbeok 
1'01' the largeBt a ... UJ1t;' ($1100) that it had eTer been my prlrtlage of 
baving in my life a8 a rron'ecr Home Missionary,and as in read±ns the 
story of bls life I found it .. a s not the "ork ,that he "as interested in 
but Juat the mellOry of tbe love she bore him and I reel sure 1'rom the 
.a), he wrote me the;- it "as reoiprooated on hlB part· 

Pardon rue 11' I have writte n more than I should, but the book coming on 
the day lt did ,when my ~ollege classmates were celebratin« the P1t'tbiea 
anniTersary of our graduating ,in Yich,and I was a blt blue perhaps be
oauae I 00 uld not be wlth them,it Btarted me to tbinklnl of daya long 
ago when -lifo was youngltand I have been led out to say more thaD per
haps J. aboula. 

POBsibly i t rna)' be of interest to )'ou,however to know that I am all 
that is left no" of -.lIDtie Doc's- famile y as our only remaining sister 
pa .. ed a"a)' duri n g t be las t ),ear. 

MJ wife and I too are alone now aB our laBt (adopted)doul!Ihter "as " 
_rried during the la.t year. Ul our children are gone, but all .ell and 
happil)' marrled,and ba .. e comfortable homes, and although we haTe botb 
pas.ed the "Threa score and ten"aile post of life are eDJoyin&; excel eDt 
bealth and are as able and enjoy life &ad .ork (bard) as well as we haTe 
any of' the years of the past. 

Wlth sinceI' thanks for the beautiful book,and "ith a " .incere praJOr tJlat 
lie4a rlchest 1I1e •• ing _y re.t upen you and yours,and that your children 
_,. all &row up to be the cold"ort to lOU ours are to us I re .... in 

Yours sinoerl,-

I/.tentur~ I!.'th.tb 
n£ 

~W/ttU~.e 

" )u..J --
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C FRAZER HADLEY, M. D. 

• 
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lire. lJUlIrd D. Stralflht, 
1130 rUth .lYe. t 

."" York City. 

De.,. lIro. Straight. 

lZ61 II_on St., B. W., 
.&lbl~ton, D. C. t 

lWle 19, 1924. 

Becelpt 18 acknowledged, with thanks, 01 the book. 
"I1l1ard Straight" by Crol1. whioh reoently arrived in excellent 
oODdltlon. Tour ·th~tfulne •• in inoluding me in the list of 
old friend. at Willard's to wh~ this oourtesy 18 to be extended 
1, Tery mnQh appreoiated. 

In the coures 01 & cODveraatlon during Dr. Bennet'e 
reoent oall ~ wite brOQght forth one of her treasures in the 
ehape of a lUtle water oolored sketoh 18hloh Willard drew tor 
her year. ago 8Dl mailed trom China. lie _, Tary !II1oh interested 
and dee1red that you IhOllld aee 1t and ehe permitted him to take 1t 
tor that purpote. Jle mentioned. the tact inCidentally that you are 
in poal •• aton of quite. oollaotloD at Willard's work in the nature 
ot lketch •• am drawlDg1 and lira. Wutttng teela that it you "00.14 
care to haTe it Ill. would be T8ry glad tor you to keep 1 t. 

11th be.t wi,ahel tor YOIU'aelt and children, I beg to rer.a1n, 

Very sincerely yCUl'B, 

Straight 

(}~ £ 
~ 0Yt.L./ ~. 1"-'-"":"" 

~ 
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.J"'M!! . O . M Ii RRIMAN 

- Ily dear Ilrs. Straight, 

Ilrs. Ilerriman and I very .uah appreoiate 
your tind thought in aending us the boot memorial of 
Willard Straight. We are finding the volume in it's 
earlier pages abounding in delightful human appeal. 
and we tnow the later ohapters will also be full of 
teen interest. in their pertrayal of the brilliant 
oareer of this remarkable man, whom .e lite to claim 
&s an "Onego boy". 

Kay I remart, it ie one of the moet grati
fying inoident s in my business experience. the readiness 
With Whioh. among the very first, he took stook in my 
prospeotus of that infant induatry, now the Oswego 
Yarn 1l111s. Then, upon my further appeal, he promptly 
doubled his subscription. offering also the support of 
his influential name und oo-operation by proposing to 
supply a direotor for the new oompany. It .as those 
first few subsoriptions that gave the enterprise it's 
real start; for oapital was the one thing lacting. and 
the best informed opinion looally advised that it could 
not be done, to rai.e by popular subsoription the 
neoessary amount for an Oswego enterprise of those 
proportions. 

I tnew Willard Straight far better than ever 
before that day, as he Bat there at his desk in the 
offices of Dna of his great international promotions. 
The very daring of my little venture .eemed to find a 
responsive and .ympathetio ohord in his vastly enter
prising imagination. This, and his tindly coneideration 
and ready helpfUlnsss, I shall always remember with 
espeoial plealure and appreoiation. I am much indebted 
to rou for the more intimate aoquaintanoe with him which 
I am now gaining from this boot of his lif •• 

Sinoerely yours, 

-0-0---'41 
June 21, 1924.. 

Ilre. Willard Diotarman straight, 
1130 'lfth Avenue, 

Ie. Yort City. 

, 
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I BROAOWAY, 

N£WYORK, 

Jun e 24 th, 1924 

My dell" Mrs . Strqight: 

Pl ease accept my s incere 

thanks for the book r eoe ived t oday-

on the life o f you r dear hu s band, 

and my beloved fri end, which I 

very deeply appr eoiate and which 

I VillI read with gr eat inte r est. 

Yours s i ncer ely, 

Mr s . Will ard Diokerman Straight, 

1150 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

liar'" Straight Pape" at 

· . 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCII 
! 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1924. 

Mrs. Willard D. Streigbt, 
1150 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Mre. Straight: 

Herbert CrolY'e biography of your hueband 

oame in today with your oard enclosed. I am just 

leaving Washington to Join Mrs. Hoover in California 

for a vacation, but before I go I want to tell you 

how muoh I appreoiate your sending me this book and 

with what pleasure I look forward to reading it. 

I think you know in what great admiration I always 

held Mr. Straight. 

Yours feithfully, 

HH-4. 

• 

Willard 

UNITED STATES VETERANS BUREAU 

WASHINGTON 

o",lel: 0,. 
TH£ CIIIII:CTOIII JQDI 21,1921 

Papers at 

~ dlar Mra. Straight: 

I am 1Dd..e4 1"1'7 grateful to T0U. 'tor fOUl' 
tbougbtto..ln8 •• in tOl'Ward.1.qJ' me th. book. aboa.t 
IIaJor Straigbt. I .. 1001r.ll1g fo .... rd wHh • g .... 
do.l ot antioipaHon to the timo 1n tho .01'7 near 
futu. wh,n I Dan lit in lOme qai.t plac. aDd re_ 
abou.t DIU' old oomrad. ~ ohtet fto •• ant:l.1De17 d.ath 
...al a great abaok. to all who lmft h1J:a. 

Ifh.re ar. onlT tlIre. of' tbe or1&lnal o",ra 
•••• War lUllc. Dlt.ohaent in the bu.reaa. at t.bl pre.tnt 
Hmo. Wo troquont17 op_ ot llaJor Stra18ht .. 
tbink of the 4.,. when W' l,nK together in Frana •• 
I do not I<now ot ..., _ ,",,0 had • g ... tor lntl .. _ 
onr tholO .urroun4~ hla than d14 llaJor 8tra1gbt 
nor an,ou whOH "'017 ... 111 liT. lODger or b. oh.rlal:J
ed in an, gr.atar d.gre. b, hi' fri.DAI. 

1Ir • • WUlard D. Straight, 
1130 Vitth £.onno, 
... York., I . I • 

.tn .... 17 )'0 

( 
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247 PARK "VENUE 

NEW YORK 

• 

June twenty-fourth 
1 9 2 4 

My dear Mrs. Strai ght: 

I am i n receipt of a copy of t he book 
"Willard Strai ght" and am taking 
thiS fir s t opportunity not only. 
t o thank you for f avoring me wi th 
a copy but to te~l you how much I 
appr eci ate having it . 

It was my pleasure and privilege to be 
associated wi t h Yr. Strai ght from 
almos t the very beginning of India 
House . I have never met a young 
man who made a greater or more 
favorable impression on me f or his 
splendid qualities, his remarkable 
mentality and his real genius for 
accomplishi ng great t hings. Hie 
l oss was a National cal amity. Few 
men had accomplished more really 
great things t han he had. Few men 
had made a greater impression on 
world affa irs, and had he been 
spar ed to l i ve out t he ful l mea sure 
of life, he would not only have 

Straight Paper. at 



I 

brought great credit to America 
but would have succeeded in oarrying 
out the grea t plans which had inspired 
his life . 

I shall r ead the book from begi nning to end 
wi th keen interest, because it is the 
life record, short though it was, of a 
great man. 

With renewed expressions of appreciation, 
believe me 

sincerely yours, 

MRS. WILLARD D. STRAIGHT, 
ll30 Fif th Ave. , 
New York , N. Y. 

. ..., 
r l '\ . . 

. \ 

." • 

WUlard Straight aper. at 
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THIJIIT'f .1: ... 11:1<1 WALL .,.'U:I:T 

Ne ..... TO"" 

Mr8 . ~ 1 116rd D. Straight , 
' l ~O Fifth Avenue , 
Ney, York CIty . 

Yy dear Mre . Straight ": 

o 

June 24 , lQ24. 

A copy o f Mr . Herbert CroIf ' s book h&a J uet been 

ree -ivet from lOdi &. Houes . I tlp,lJrttc i a t e ve ry much be ing In-

eluded in thiD d i etrihution. 

I knew your husb and bef ore the d~te of h is marriage 

!Lnd , !is Ii fell ow Cornellian , !i.8 we!) !i.B tL Go vl;!rnor of lndi!!. 

Houee fro m the beginfline of th~t organization , 110" ba d many 

p ·o ~ntB of com m. on fnt. l;l r ~ t,; t and 1 81 e.ya enjoyed hie oompfi.lly. 

I bave long ta.dmir ed hi e works , includin6 bie dr~wlne8 

and sketcbes , and on glanoing through Mr. Crol y ' s boole I am 

ple £~ ed to aee tb~t ther e are a number of tbese sketohes whiob 

I ba ve not had th e ple Asure ot see i ng before. ~ Dy of them 8 b v~ 

exc ep ti onal tal ent , and lt will be a gre ~t ple_s ur e to read 

the te)(t. of the book and to have an opport un ity t.o study 

closely theHe dr~w l ng8 . 

7t' lt.h Binol!lra th anks and he tl. rty bes t wlsbea , I fUll 

Ve ry r ~apeot.fully yours , 

JGfi.RS 

Straight Papers at • 



w ..... DE~"'''TMIENT 
Ol'I'ICI 01' THI CHilI' 01' ITA" 

J una 25 t 1924. 

Dear Urs. Straight: 
• 

I have juet received a copy of Mr. Herbert Croly's 
biography of your late husband. I appreciate very much 
your thought ot me and am very happy to have thie book. 

In allot my war experience Willard Straight 
stande out o.e one ot the striking characters. I appre· 
ciated knowing him and only wish that time and streu 
of war had perDdtted us to become closer triends. 

Very linc.rely youra, 

Mra. Willard Dickerman Straight. 
~ U.c~illan Co., Publisher. I 

N .... York City. 

Willard 

-

• 
\ 

--
-

J w-4. :J..f7': t'tl, 

BROAD HOLLOW FARM, 

WESTBURY STATION , L . I. , 

• 
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HOI"I"MAN 

NORTH CAROLINA 

, 

Doar Mr. . Stralg ht: 

I apprlci.te vlry much your s ending me 
a copy of tho b ook ab out Willard. I am looking 
forward to reading it and I'm glad to have this 
r ecord of him. 

I alwilye recognized that he wae a plreon ot 
very unusual ability but I never realized until 
I looked over t his book what rial. ability he 
had for drawing and pain tine. The .ketch •• 
publiehed in the book b rl remarkable. 

I am eure that all hie friende will wel come 
thi e record o f him, whi ch is ev .. dently wri t ten 
with eo much eympa thy and 1e 80 complete . 

Wi th r en ewe d thanke, 

June 26t h. 1924 .o1n~ ~ 

The Willard Straight Papers at Cornell 

, , , 

niverSlty 
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Jtme 26,1~~. 

JJear u . Straight: 

.I. CIUluo t tell you how i.l.eeply J. appreciate 

.vour Iciml..nea :i in lellu.lut, we the aWlliraole boo" wJl1Qh 

sets furt}. in suc h au lusplrlug way tlla aplenilld. aervlCeI 

01' uo lonel t) traight. 

UUrlob too pel. 101J. tLat J. baA. tue prlvile~ of. co-

operatlllb . 1tn Ll.::1 i n the wor" Of orgaulzlu~ too .. a r Niall:: 

Inaur81108 for tlJe men over isas , J. leal'ned to a almire hi, 

devotion to t he wulrace 01' ula reHow men, as well 81 tbs 

high iltwHL3ru.s of public:. sel'nce Wlllc n llo p enouuleu. • . .His 

example wl11 eVl r rswaln an iuspiration La amerlean YOUtA 

un~ ./. shul L alw~ya ~eo~ it a great privilege to ~Ve been 

'I/tth renewetl expression of ap9recla tlOu . l am, 

~ra. ,(illara. !J . Jtraight, 
h30 i'lftn AYlmua, 
l,e. 10r .. '-'ity. 

very 81noerely youra, 

. -

CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
• ITHACA, NEW YORK 

• 
010"01 LINCOLN luaa ~ 

Joh 1< •• I0I0 ... "~"'HIoI"", S. nOlo·,.... 

• 

• 
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.JOSH U A A . HATrI ELD 

71 .RO ADWAY 

.. £W YOR K 

Junl t .. at, ••• venth 
1 9 2 4 

IIJ dear 1Ir •• Straight: 

I want to thank you tor rlme.bering 
88. aDoag the other Goy,rnor. ot India Hou •• , with 
the Biography of Willard', lite. which I ha.e 
alr •• dy rlad througb onol. and parte 01 1t two 
and three tim ... 

It .. , who are "caTrring on" at 
Iadia Hou •• , ba •• D •• n able to Ixprl.1 the iplrit 
and t.aglnatloD ot Willard, .. ".1 well repaid; 
aDd I D ••• r '0 loto India HovI. without thinting 
of hia and 81 .. ine bbl. No II&D of rq acquaintance 
ha. left the !.pr •• ,ion that Willard did, and I 
IPpr.cl~t. ..r, .uch Jour •• nding .. the book 01 
hi, 11t.,~ aDd the whole Board 01 Go •• rnor . t •• l 
jy.t tbot fty. 

I hope you art bett.r, aad that 
lat.r on. alt,r Chrl.t .... IOU wl11 b. able to 
.1,lt Indi& Houl. and ••• the r •• ult of the 
a.'."&rJ r.pair. aDd alteration., aD~ the buildinl 
of tb. Marlae ROGa, all of which are beinl ~on. 
no. tIJ 1111 DlllUlo, in the .... 'pirit in whicb 
the orisi .. l hou ..... laid. out bJ Willard. 

Cordially rOUTt, 

~/...~.JUM;e;.G 

H. H.Pnc" & Co. w e 
108 W ADIR S'l'JUn 

NEw-YORK 
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EUOENE P . THOMAS 
30 l.'Ht1RCH .~JtT 

""'"'YO .... 

June TwentYS8venth, 

llineteen Twenty-tour. 

Uta. Wil l ard Stra1 gpt, 
Eleven Thirty Fifth Avenue, 
• ." York City , 

MY dear Uta. Straight:~ 

I wish to express my hearty thanks tor 

your courtesy in sending me & copy ot the Autobiography 

ot your husband, which, I assure you, I shall be much 

interested in reading. as I was a groat admirer ot Mr. Straight 

and have many cherished memories ot him. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Unrd Straight 

, 

• 
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HAINES, SPENCER a. CHANCELLOR 
27 WILLIAM STREET 

NEW YORK 

July 2 , 1924. 

Dear !.Ira . Straight: 

On my return to my offiea yesterday , I found with 
great pleasure Willard ' s "Life" . which I shall read with 
the keenest interest . You know how deeply fond I VIas of 
hi m, and already, i n running through the puges, there i a a 
tug at my heartstrings when I see his picture and so many 
of his sketohes. 

Your thought of me is very deeply appreoiated . 

Will you pl ease pardon this typewritten letter , but 
I am going out of the City tonight for about ten days so 
my time is very restr i cted . 

;,'ai thfull 

To - I~s , ITillar erman Stra i ght , 
113 Fifth ~venue~ 

New lork City. 
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HiI/./I/II>!W. 
lin. 11. D. Ul'&lgk~ 

1130 rlftk AY •• N.w Tort. 

• oaont COIIpletad 
, 

My 4.ar Ur •• Straigk_.--o 

I kAy. ju.t tkl • 
tk. r.~ing of tkl. wond.rtul boot. 

liken It tlr.t c ..... y 1.pul.e W&. to.l .. adl&t.ly. 
wrlt. you .y "fiantypu"; but &fter I k~ open.4 It •• tu41ad tk. tint 
pioture & long tl.e. tkougkttully r.~ tk. 11n •• 4edlo&te4 to 
al. An4 oar.tully uuln.d tk. '~le of Contente. I oonoluded 
I would r.~ part of tke .tory before I wrot •• 

And now. I In •• ~ it &l:l--And. if you oou14 kAn 
reoelY84 aU tke wlrel .... "Kg" tkat kan gone frOll .y k.art 
to you during tk •• e oontlnue4 4ay. of re~lng. you wou14 b.tt •• 
un4er.tAnd kow .1noe.ely I tkAnt you for tkl •• o.t un.~p.ot.d 
r .... brAno •• 

All tkrougk tke •• ~lng. I neyer onoe allow.d .y •• lf 
to loot ue~ An4 .0 all ta. plotur .. to ... d on. long .. rl .. 
of aappy .urprl •••• ! loy. tk ... How I .k&ll prl.1 .000e of ta •• 
a. long a. I 11Y.~ 

How glad I w .. wken B~y WkltnlY" pioture C .... How I 
w&toke4 tor two ota.... And aow I kopad to tk. la.t tor tk. 
group ploturo ot tke tkr •• kld41 ••• But lt dld not APpear. 

lIner uti.f104 ln tk1e worl4. are .. T Tk.n I w&ntad .ore 
about tao f&ta.r of Wil1ar4. All tkrouga tko .to.y I w .. re.lndad ot 
al •• YAnY tklng' .poto to •• of al •• or. tkAn ot kl •• otke •• 
Howey.r. tke 11y •• of botk •• re r.p •••• ntad And ko. proud tk.y 
would kayo been ot al. 11f'--And wko know. but wk&t tk.y Wlr'. 

fiey w ••• '0 dlffor.nt yet '0 oongonlal--l n.y.r kn .. 
wUok one r oarad tor .o.t. fie otku day r lookad tkrougk & boa 
ot old p&por. And twD4--1f I oorr.otly ..... b.r--.l11ar4·. flr.t 
lott.r. tko· tko penaAn.klp look. ",y .uok 11ke tkat ot kl. d.ar 
aotaer . I .. enolo.lng It. talnklngfou aay oar. to •• ~ lt And 
tk&t po •• lbly. Wl11ard' •• 1.t.r o~daugat ... ay oar. tor It. 

I ... ur. AR ~ oould onjoy tke tl •• t two ok&pt ••• of tko 
book ao.e tk&n I kay •• fi.y brlng to .y aln4 aAnY lnold.nt. of 
tko pa.t. I u.ed to laugk &t Prot. And Yr. StraigU ~out .... ot 
n.lr ld.&. ot B~y Train1ng but &t tk. _. U.'. I 1&1 ulU&11y 
ln full ,,.p&tky wltk tk •• And kAy. &11&Y' f.lt tk&t tk'f b"k 
k~ no .. &11 lnflu.no. oy •••• Ik.n ay own l1ttl. boy 0'" to our 
aca. ju.t tl.ly. y.ar. And two 4&7. (l ••• t.n .1nu, •• ) &f' •• 
1I111ard arrln4 in kl. kca •• 

Straight Paper. at 



X ~l~ nct lnt.~ to • .tl tal. 10 lons--X IClt t~aok ot 
th bCT X p*.~" ovu 10 .\lOa ln ill b"bTa~. &th~ ~. Ru1.~ 
~1e4 tao' ooo.llonallT I .a. all n,..e in .oee p~.~; but .0 
lltti. iav. I known all ti ••• J.~. and 10 .uoi iaY. 'OU giYln .1 
on ti ••• &89 pag ••• 

'or .ye~T p~, I tiant JOu. 

VerT Slnol~,~ 
• 

• 

CHAfltLE. M. SCHWAB 

·I"'"I:"O"OH~ 

LOfilETTO, PA. 

My dear Mrs. straight:---

July 7th, 1924. 

X reoeived this morning a oopy of the book 

"Willard straight by Herbert Croly". with your oard. Thank 

you very muoh. I shall read it .ith great lntere.t. I have 

always been a great admirer of your husband and hive happy 

recolleotions of our trip to China Bome yeara ago. 

With best regards, 

81nOer'lY~ 

Mrs. Willard Diokerman stral ght , 

1130 Fifth Avenae, 

New York City. 
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Franclt Y. JounN, A.I. A. 
Robert C. Dunbar, 
Henry C. Hahn, AI. A. 

Straight Pape" at 

Francie Y. Joanne! 
Architect 

Two Port,. Sevea Park A"enue 
New York 

JUlT 11th, 1924 • 

Mrs. Willard D. Straight, 
1130 Firth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

hiT dear Mre. Straight:-

I am exceeding1T glad to have the 
cOPT of 11111ard' s eto,.,. which came to me 
thi8 morning. As I glanoe through it, all 
sorts of old memories are recalled and I 
again realize what I have missed in the later 
Tears in losing the intimate contact with him 
"hen we both went Ueast" in OPP9s1te directions • 

• 
Thank TOU for TOur thought. 

FYJ-Y 
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SOUTH NORW ... LK, CONN . 

Jul y 12, 19 24 . 

My dear !Jr. . St r al cht : 
It e lves me t r eat pl easure 

to acknowledGe the re ce1 t of W1llard Str a1&ht'. 

D10 raphy . It 1. t ruly a story of a 11fe f 111ed 

w1th lo fty 1deal s and noble ach1evmentB. 

In ni neteen hundred and fourteen, ~. 

t'rea i dent of the Al:lerican tlanuf acturers Expor t 

A •• oclation , I had the pleaEure of f r equently 

meetin ... t: r. St rai cht , who represented the Asiatic 

A • • ociat ion, at our meetin~s prepnratory to holdin~ 

the first Nat ional Fo rei cn Trade Convention 1n 

Tlashine; ton. Mr. Strai c;Jl. t was a l ways brimm1ne over 

wi th interets t in this new Tenture, and lt Or t 

enthusiastic over plans to form a c l ub t o be knoml 

as India HouEe . 

It 1s a Lrent sat i sfact ion t o :r . St rai t ht ' s 

f ri ends t hat Indi a Jiou lie bec :ur.e one of h is drean"c 

C01:e true to be an encluri nL rr.onument to hi e n.eoo r y . 

A man many years ll r . Strait..h t ' s senior. I 

entert ai n ed for b i n, a deep affecti on , and his death 

was a ~rent personal lOiS. Be assured, t herefore. 

that th1s 1ntimate h1story of h1s life w1ll al ways 

be one of my nlost cherisl.ed possessions. 

JYillard 

WHITE GATE. 

PORTINSCALE ROAD. S.W. ll5. 

.. 
• 

rqJeir'l at 
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.... a ... WILLIAW STREeT . 

IIJ '.ar 1Ir'. atniPt; 

1111 fourt.,nth, 
linet •• n twenty-four. 

J haTl ~ ... t reo,l ,"I tbe OOPT of 
.1llard', llosrapb7 whloh 10U baT' b.,n go04 
.. ,. to IU' .. , and appre,lai' TlrJ .1I0h 
lOU 1laY1D& to .. 'o. IIM1 ... to • ." I .hall 
nad 1 t 111 ill tb. Iftat .. t intu,.t; th," 
_" t .. _ ot ., .... nlion tor *0. I han had 
II .1 ... 1" , r,cu' aDd 10 l1' .. t aD a4a1ntion. 
I _ ,1_ 10U han Pllt th. reoor4 of hi. lit, 1D 
,.--nt f_, .. it ONlJlot bllt pro.,. an 111-
.plntion to oth.n. 

.1th oor41al ,re,Uas', 

1Ir, •• illard D. Itralpt, 
1110 r1ttJI 'TIIlU, 
I,. York, lI. T. 

i 

, 
Straight Papen at 

IN.LII.ID., __ NIT"."., 
01lTA1I10. 

lul1 16, 1924 

Dear ..... ItraigM. 

I ha,o word fro. tho off leo toda1 that 

you bay, .eat ... copy of Ir. Crol,', Lit. ot Mr. 

Itra1aht ODd I nat to .... d 10U at 0". 111 ,rototu! 

thonk. for your k1DdDo •• and tboyShtfulao ••• I ohall 

DI .. r foran how 1"ar. ago .... Itrailht uood to ta.U: wlU 

.. about hi. ideal. tor ciyic .dueatioD 1a tbe Uai ... 

at.te.. HI' ... oa. of a f .. - a .,r, In 10UIII •• -

who r.al11 had lars. ,1 ... 01 political &Del .0cW 

UiDI·· !h.re ft' a ••• r • 'U .. 1& "UIe hiRo.., · of thl; 

world wbea Mil of tbi. typ. are 10 \II"&.lIt11 uHed.. I 

ohall road .... Cro11'. hook w1th the t_ot tatlron aM 

tn. profouad .. t .,...,.tb, .Uh rOll ad JOUr oh1ldna. 

11th all COOd wiaha., 

..... I1llard D. Itra1aht 
1130 nlth __ 

... lork. I. Y. 

liBo.r.l, , ...... 
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NIEW YORK 
LEWIS I. . CL.ARKI!:. 

..... ~.n . ....... y"ooo. , --_.-......... July 17, 1924 . 

Dear Mrs . Straight: 

I WBAt you to know that it was a great pleasure 
Wld satisfactioa, in vie>l of the warm r egard 8Jld high 
esteem in which I held Mr . Willard Straight to receive 
from you copy of the book portraying his life and 
incidents pictorially and otherwise. I am going to 
peruse the volume carefully, and no doubt in the latter 
part of it I will cross incidents which will bring Mr. 
Straight more forcibly back to my memory , for it is this 
part of the volume that will playa part so rar as I am 
concerned in my contact with him, hi s charming, delight
rul, and pleasing personality . 

Wit h very warm and sincer e r egards and hoping you 
are enjoying the best of health , 

Fai thfully , 

~Sl?l'b~C~ 
Mrs. Willard D· Straight, 
1130 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 
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Mr •• IUl&rd Straight, 
U30 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 

DeAr Mrs. Straight. 

July IB, 1924. 

I _ &.8 very IllUch pleased to be included on tbe 
list of thoee to receive A copy of Herbert Croly's Biography of 
Willard Straight. I .. particularly pleaoed to hav. thi. boot and 
haTe already read JDOet ot 1 t. 

It strites 118 118 an ad.Jrl.rable piece of work. It 
i8 written ntb A syapatby and underataod1.o.g which are quite unusual, 
due no doubt to t he r u t that the author kn ew bie subject and waa 
eupplled wi tb a large uount ot int1ae.te and colort'ul uterlal. The 
illustration., are chara1n& and. the boot as a whole take8 &D i_ediate 
plt.oe in Mericao biographical 11 t erature. 

Beyond all thie , however, it eeell8 to lie that 1 t 
lervss to perpetuate the vivid aeaory of a very tine and 10Tely 
oharacter who lUde a. very distinc t 1.preeelon on hie day and generation 
and, M I think I had the opportunity of writing you once before, wa.s a 
real inspiration to the younger aen ot hi. time. The boot alao bringe 
out the relationship between you and IIr. Straight whioh in these ti.es, 
or in tact in any timBS, would be en example and a lesson. 

W1 th renewed. appreci ati on ot your kindness in gi Tine 
- eo early an opportunity to own this book, 

Very einc~~~ 

Co rni s h 
New Hampshire 
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STAll NO""'AL AND f"AININO SCHOOL 

OIWIOO, HIW YO"K 

JAM" G. RIOO" "'''I''CI~Al 

Mrs. Wi l lard D. Straight, 
1130 Fifth Avenue, 
lew Yor k City. 

Dear Mrs . Staright, 

July 21, 1924. 

The reoeipt is aoknow1edge1 of a oopy of 

Herbert Cro1y I S Vlillard St raight. It will be placed in the 

library of the State Normal So 001 on Vlhose faou1 ty both the 

father and mother of Mr . Strai ght served for some years. So 

the name i s i ntimate ly associated with thi s school, and I am 

sure the book will be to st uc1ent s what a gent leman ter med it 

today II as interesting as any s t ory could be ll, 

I knew /.Ii s8 Newkirk well and recall how 

she treasured his l etters and hi s l'emembr ances which stated 

dat es never fai l ed t o bring. 

Please accept the thanks of the school and 

faoulty f or the gift t o t he Libr ary . 

Very truly yours, 

61 eROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

My dear Mrs . Straight : 

July 
22 
1924 

I have just re ceived n oop. of "The Li£ £ 
J e 0 Wil l ard 

straight", by Mr . Herbert Crolv, and I a,. 1 " ooki ng f'orward 

to reading i t during ~ vacati on . From wh at I have seen 

of it , I should think t hat Mr . Croly had done a very tine 

Piece of work. Th bo k -"11 b e O"L e of great interest to all 

who knew Mr . Straight and should also be helpful to those 

who are engaged in anyone ot the varied activities with 

which Mr . Straight was oonnected . 

Please accept my hearty thanks t or your kindness in 

sending me this book . 

Sincerely yours , 

Mrs . Willard Dicker!:l.a.n Straight 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
new York 

Willard Straight Papers at 



--~ = 

-

Willard StrOight at 



-
v-~ ,~~~_ ~?-4-~ I.- _~ 
~ ~ v~.?'-.. _~ . . 
;t.1 ~~ ~ .... J '-1-<.. .-...-. ~ ...... oL. ~~o;._. _ _ _ _ 4 

... - .... .;.....-< -< "7 ~ ~ -< .. • c, - z.e&::: 

'7" ~-"~:r 4 __ -"""-__ -

Willa=r..:.:.d_-..:::~ ............ --; 



• 
• 

• 

• ~. 

....' .' • • 

• --

,. 

. , 
• 

, 

7 
' . 

... 

• 

. , 

. .. 

e . w. WAlCKM.,N 

QUINCY,MU" 

Paper. at 

-



6I-.J.........,..,_ 1-1- £--<-. "" ~ ;;; 
4 -'h, . ~ 

~~ 

--

)3~~-~?--

-r-~~~~~ 
~~. S'-._~~ 

~~~ 
~r--~~~ 

~~z:.~~~~~ 
~"'/" 'r~ Or-<.. ~, ............ 

-
~.~, .. '-1-~ L+--rd.:' /W-r:..... 
"u:"'<t. - ~~ 

tuaJrd Straight Pape" at 



~:..~u~ .:4~ 
~ ~?-£L . . ~,;..~ 
l- ~y~ Jlr~~ ~ ~ ht~ 
~~ . ~~f-;~-

~ ~ n-, b7'>'-- . rl -<--> ~ ~ 

~~ <h-- ~}-J; ~ 
J ~ t:J-~ P /' _d , 

<{~ 't-(J~~I <> f1r<-fl-,{fo /.--, u-c'&'" 'l'\ 

7~ r ~~ 
-rt(cA¥lr<:.<-. , . ~ ~~~, /.-.> ~,/ 

, 

Paper. at 



.' Harbin, China, JU l y 23 , 1924 . 

Dear ~rs JtralGht , 

1 o.p!)re o1o.te very nuoh your kl mlnase 
1n sending ma :l 00!,:,' of THE Llb'E OF WILLARD 
STRAIGm. l:ot only IlS n consular officer 
who bas been inspired by his oareer, but also 
8S a persounl trirnd of his I am very happy 
to hav~ this record of his usetul end inspiring 
11te. When 8 atudent at Cornel"! I first 
met him , nnd tllf~n \'163 interested only because 
he was a fraternity brother of mine . I later 
came to knO'l' him Q.B a friend, arA. during: his 
life he aidod me In many ways in I!V" c~er 
in the oonsulnr service. 

A/..:aln t hanki ng you f or your kindness 
i n this respect , 1 am, 

Very sincerely y ours , 

:':rs Willard Dlokorma.n ~tralGht . 
1130 Fifth A.venue , l~ew York City, 
United States of Americn. 
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CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

ITHACA. NCW VO Rl< 

July 23, 1924 

Mrs. Willard Straight 
Old ITestbur y , L.r., N.Y. 

Dear ~rs . Strai ght: 

Thank you very vlSrmly for th e 
copy of t h e Life of you r husband rl1ich r 
found on my return t he ot her day fr om a 
fe rT fleeksl absence. I have read it \11th 
ab sorbed a ttenti on and den ' t know "hen r 
have been so i nt erested and thrilled. 

It has been f or years one of 
my keen re grets t hat my acquai ntance ,.,ith 
I71llard was of t he slightest and since 
comi ng to Cor nell tha t regret has naturally 
b een in te. sified . The i mpres sion he left 
h ere is vivid and t he passing of t he years 
does not di m it . 

Now t hat r have read llr . Crol y 's 
stor y of t hat extraordinary and i n spiring 
personality and li f e r appreciate more t han 
ever Cornell ' s privilege in numbering h i m 
among her so ns. I wish every undergraduate 
could read th ose pages and r .." going to see 
t hat as lJ8.ny a s pOSGi ble do ro. ilhen r laid 

-



. 

the book dOlm last n1 eht I could not helo 
thinking tha t it ",ust be a constantly . 
comforting t hought t o you that your ch ildren 
have t hat wonderful Inheritance, 

Always sincerely yours, 

~ , 7 
,{ t-- 7"/.~ Vr. . -1'--< 

Ll vlngston Farrand 

-
lnrd Straight 

'4 . PLACE VIND6M. 

PI. 1111 
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tneir offer in ~ lo t t~r tw o 

But! t i ll can't beli eve t hard-

boiled tak e sn 

th. 

was a. fu ll 

Ilay or otho r ~ft.r 

d ue 

practlc they do, l not 

d ie f it. I t ie a a tr ant e c roee cur r ent " 

ro r • •• 

I have rea.d c ~ ain, do -n on tho train 

and ~uch of it over s ince I tot her e 

HC ' s life of Wi llard St r a , ht.I ho p. 

you f.el abaut it a. I d •• l re,ard it 

as a Great succes •• When one "hKS fi n iehed 

it , one feels a profou nd • • otigD and , 
~ n oxtraordinary aene. af eco pe and 

distribution 80 rar .e the auther ~OC8. 

Thio hu.anity and de ep un de r s t andin, 

Was pa rticularly neceseary in the caSO 

ot luch I.e eRn au WS ,who never livod 

to carr y throu,h what na e pl ain ly 00 fn i nely 

b.,un . One mua t eot the ritht ou tlay of 

illard 
• 

~ 
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Dear Dor othy 

421 Wasl 21' 5trwt 
NewYorttCity 

I u 

it was that I thou,ht hon ever 

regember.but I een uI ~n, juet 

th e thout;ht s 

t hat I 

atter 

tw o week. _ in 1s r eme.rka.bl y 

l I:1p roved ,and co n8t &n t1y t hreat-

ened -·ltb he i 8 on the 

wh ole d.in~ f airly 

I am i n an otter fro. 

t he TiQe8 of 

hate to loo.ve oetpon,o plane 

! have i n ho a thor 

hand I ca + s ee oy way to 

ch ance 0 put our point of 

th o l a r, er audience .! n, 
bear what they will say ,I a ccepted 

at 
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wnolly convincint. 

Ona li -h tor bu t ~ necessary ,r ound I 

DUlt 8ay that the book 1, t en erta!ntn" 

Pllrtly due to t he amazin. i t 1.0 var e y of 

ma teei al and partly to He' . ma na,ecen t . 

I teel that in time Willard would 

or cou l d have been the ,reat oe t ed1tor 

in America,with the &oneros1ty or interost 

and the endowment in himsolf that 
I 

would 

have cr oated wha t a &ro up l How I wia h ho 

c ould be one of U8 evon at the NR , thouth 

a more aweap in: enterprise would surely 

have dr a wn hi. ev entually . 

131. tJ you,and 1 wi.h l/8it;;ht tell 

y u mo re 

book,you ,,11 

I no po t.o 

what I fee about this 
/ 

" kn ow Ilnywily . 

t he fal l. 

Love to you . 

Willard Straight 
• 

3 

all those beaut~ful and ample and etlrr 1n, 

tra.l~ and qua.Ii to' Ilnd thon teel t.he. 
..J....;.t.; i..I ... ",,,J-

reallt)t,no t tone 8ca.tterln~,that underl.ilea 

such a nature .l don ' t know anyone who could 

have aFread out the beok with an effoct 

er 80 much ten d ernes8 and intol~i,ence 

co.bined , a~ He show e 1n the interpretation 

of thie life . 

A8 for Wi ll ard Straith t I can 130 ea8ily 

uQdarstand why poople lov ed hi •. There 

1s a. eort of undyi nr; youth t. hi.D1,aome th int 

of Eh e pathetic freshuoss of an artist 

to o , anda l oyal , &bundant ,oodn es8 that 

i8 to me no o f the fine thin,. that 

can bap pen in human lifo .1 kee p wiahin, 

that 1 had known hlm,whatever he mi ,ht 

have thou, ht of me at fi Tat,we should 

hnve b een the Ilos t 1" 8 0.1 fr iend s later. 

The moet wond erful teat imo ny I can ,ivo 

to the bookIe accoun t of the ll:I.a~ 18 that 

when that f i nal intima te and beautiful 

paraLra. h froa y ou came. at the eon of 

th e book,it aeoae alanle an d true and 

at 



UOTEL DE CRJLLON PLACE DB LA CONCOllDE 

I.trs . IIi llard D. S tra i gh t, 
1130, Fifth Avenue , 
Jlew York . 

Please r eceive my moat sincere thanks f or 

the splendid volume of I.tr. St raight's life a nd 

wor k that you have been eo ki nd as to send me . 

Having known ~Jor Stra i ght for so very 

many years , it gives me all the more pleasure 

to be in possession of hi. biography which will 

s tand out among my souvenirs of those fine men 

who have accompli.hed great thing. during their 

lives and have done BO much good work to he l p 

my Country . 

Again thanking you for your kind thought, 

Believe me to remain , UAdam, a l~ays , 

Yours mos t respec tfully, 

r 

D .. r Mre. Straight -

Ohalet de l a For.t 
BOUVIRBT SUISSI 
Jul, 2~th [j -0 

• 

It wae with deep ~pr.ciatlon and no littl. emotion that 

I opened and round the boot trom Macmillanl .. e a copy ot lillardll 

lite .ith your card in it. I had nl)t yet 8ent tor 1t and am eo 

deli~hted to have received it fr~ you. I. ahall at onoe begin the 

1ntereatlnz text, atter having alr.ady run through aeveral tim •• the 

attraotive il1ultratione. 

It hal alwaye been a matter of muoh regrlt to me that a 

very excellent eketoh of a Ohinlee boy whioh Willard gav ... ahould 

bave been anong my paok.d b.long1.n.g1 W&'f out in Harbln, wb«& I wnted 

to turn it over to ProolicK two year. &gP. I. baVI, by the -.r. j~.t 

•• nt for allot our books and other perlonal poaeee.ion., ae it ..... 

fairly olrtalo that we ahall locate horo in 'ranc. tor a tla. at le •• t, 

untH we oan tlniah lOme turth.r .011.111 •• on which I I.!I. now ~gagld. or 

which I have in contemplation. II n •• er forget what a delightful por_ 

tion of our library i. made up of the booka whioh you and Iii lard ao 

graoiou.ly .ent u •• 

Though you 'IU:l think 1t rath.r . oon tor U8 to b ..... wlCldin& 

in the t ... lly, I am. .ending lOu. copy of the pioture .. de ot the oO\lple 

l_.ing the ohuroh. The &roOll" oolt.lae .. a worn by hi. father at • 

fanoy dre •• ball torty 1-'. ago. 

Straight Papers at 



I should have aeked you at the outset to pardon a type-

written litter, a. I am no· y , t d i' ' w ev _YOure • vh ver.y consl,tent service 

trom my temperamental ey ••• 

~r8. Palen join. me in wannest regards and in thankin& you 

tor the great aatietaction .e take in having the volume. 

YOur~ 

Willard 
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ALLEN W. POUCHER 
,,, WEST THIRD STUn 
OSWlOO . NEW YORK. 

July 31, 1924. 

Mr •. W111ard Diokerman Stra1ght, 
1138 f1fth Avenue, 
New York. 

My dear Krs. Straight:-

Please accept my 
thanks for the biography of your h1ghly 
esteemed husband. I sball enjoy ' reading 
it very much. 

• 
I was well acqua1nted w1th 

both h1s father and mother, was a student 
under both 1n the Oswego Normal Sohool. 
I knew W111ard when he was very young and 
also as a young man. 

Again thank1ng you, I am 

Yours most s1noerely, 

~ l4-.~,(? ~. 
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ALIEI{AH D EIil e. TIIIOW .... DGI: 

NEW VOIIII( 

Augus t 11th, 1924 . 

lly dear trs . Stre l eht: 

Please ~ccept !!W cordial thwlks and 
appreciation for the copy ot Herbert Cro~ ' s 
book,recount ine '.'l illard' s lite ::md aohieve
ments. I aJ:l readi ng 1 t now with keen enJoy
ment and I find mwselt marvel inG at the l arge 
number ot intere sting and \vor th vhllle things 
which ;!tour husband accompllo.hed i n a short 
life . 

His personalIty r adiated sunshine 
and hOF8tul ness. I knew him well in his 
under graduate d~8 and I have el~8 been 
thanktu! tor two little th i ngs I Ville able to 
do tor him a t ' t ha t time . At the end of hie 
freshman year, I persuaded him that his 
country did no t need him as a private soldier 
in the war with Spain . He wanted to enlist 
uut , atter t a lking it over at ~ home , he 
gave up the plan . The 8800nd ooourrenoe was 
at the end of his Junior ye:lr when he oame to 
me with a request to be allowed to do special 
work in decorative design in plaoe of the 
regular projets in architeoture . Thi s request 
was IllBde so tha t he might elect work in modern 
history under ~orse Stephena , lite class 
drawing under Br auner , and ~lish oomposition 
under that department . He declared that he 
did not wish to be an arChitect , but that he 
wanted v811T much to graduate ""ith hi IS cl ass , 

The Willard Strmght Papers at Cornell niverslt] 



Bow fortunate 1t >"es t ha t red t &r..e wa s not t=. 

part at our School of ArchItecture and that 
he was permitted t o carry au t hiB unusual 
but entirely reasonable plan. You oan under 
stand how absorbing his oareer is to me , ;'ho ha.d 
e hand in shapi ng it at the outset. 

Very s incer ely ~ourB . 

v~ ~/h . ,f' 'J 

l.!r !i . Willard Dloker:na.n Stra i ght , 
1}30 Fifth Avenue , 
New York City _ 
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August 15th , 1924 • 

Dear Ilrs . Straicht: 

I t hank you sincerel y fo r t he copy of 
Croly's lite of ~1111a.rd , which has but j ust reached 
me . A rrlimpse of its parras - 1 have so far bad oppor
t unity for nothIng more - assures me I sha ll no t leave 
off t heir reading wi t hout ealn lne a much more intimate 
knowledBe of t71 11ard , hIs ambitions and work than I 
now possess . You and his children have j ust cause for 
pride . I~o t otten do es a YOUl1G I!M. leave 5 w h a heri
t age, and even less oft en does a young man. leavi ng 
it, have the fo rtune tha t i t became part ot the public 
recor d for t he world t o know and appreci ate. I con
gratulate you , his Chi l dren, and himself . 

Ae'aln t hanki ng JOu tor your kindness in 
sending me the bOOk, 1 remain 

Faithtully yours, 

Mrs . Willard Dickerman Straight 
1130 5th Avenue, 
New Yolk City , lTew York. 
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Mr. Herbert Croly I 
0/0 The !lew Republio, 
421 " •• t 21st street , 
New York City . 

Dear Mr . Croly: 

I have just read your book on Willard Straight. It 
is not a mere biography, it i. " revelation - the spen of whioh 
.till holds me . Last n i ght after dinner I picl:ed it up and before 
I laid it a Side I had read it from oover to oover . Five hours 
straightaway reading - a thing I've not done in years , nl though 
I'm .omething of a reading man. That I think is the best testimony 
a reader can give of his ab.orbed interest . 

It wasn't my own o opy . I bought it for the Unive rsity 
Club. ( I happen to be ohairman of its Library Comoittee). i/e em
phasize biography in our permanent oolleoti on and as I oonsider it 
my "legitimate graft" to r un thr ough most of the books I buy for the 
olub. I am not unfamiliar with many of the be .t biographie. published 
the.e last few yeara . When I .ay therefore that I oonsider it Olle 
of the mo.t .atisfy ing bo ok. of it. k1nd I ' ve read for ysar., 1t mean. 
something, although the \vord aomes from an amateur oritio and not a 
wr1ter of profess 1onal .tand1ng . 

The 1ntr10ate ohapter. on the negotiati ons for the 
Chine.e loan s pell an am ount of researoh and pein.tnking cal'e, t o say 
nothing of ins1ght, whioh a re n ot often met with in biograph1es . 
Another thing ; el though he flOS y our friend and obv1ously a man you 
loved and admired tremendously, y our pioture of his persona11ty and 
life, your oonoept of its value., your estimate of h1s oare.r and it. 
potentialities so sadly terminated before his llormal Sl)81\ , are all .ot 
forth with suoh luoidity and charm toot one gete 11 complete 1mpression. 
A rare and wonderf ul thing . 

You as an editor reoe1ve \'Ii thout doubt a gl'ist of mail 
eaoh day in praise lor oondemnat10n) of What you write, or :...t' th1ngs 
whioh you a. editor are more or Ie •• held aocountabl e by the readers of 
the New Republio . Perhaps therefore a word of praise or bl..,e moans 
little to you. However, I am oonstrained to send this on beoause this 
book of yours is suoh a . pleudid pieoe of writ1ng that"., fiord. are not 
mer. unot1ous praiss , but a spontaneouB reaotion to a real work of 
literery art . 

LlIS:JIC 
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24, OLD BROAD ST., 

LONDON , E. C . 2 . 

at 

Mrs.W111ard Stre1ght, 
1130 F1fth Avenue, 
New York, 
U.S.A. 

Dear Dorothy, 

September ~th.19! •• 

I reoelved some two or thr •• w.eks ago the 
L1f. by Croll that you so kindly sent me; I appreolat. 
your dolng 80 and the personal 1nsorlpt10n in the book 
more than I oan say. I have delayed ao.lmowlod8mont unt1l 
I should have had an opportunlty to rea~ and dlgeat Croly's 
work. I have done so now, and I flnd tho book not only 
lntereatlng from the polnt of v1ew of a peraonal fr1.nd of 
W1llard but ""o.Uent writlng and lnspirlng beoau •• of ita 
sympathetl0 under.tand1ng of Willard's vory unueual and 
faso1nating personallty. I am frank to say that the author 
has ln thls study made olear to me o.rtaln 1nfluenoes on 
W111ard's oharaoter whloh I nevor had understood befor., 
although I thlnk I had notloed thelr off.ots. It all brought 
a lump to my throat, and almoat tears to ., .Y •• , as I real1sed 
how muoh Willard meant to aU of ua and how muoh of a gap 
he hal left .hloh oan nover be qu1te f111ed by &n7on, .lse. 

of our mutull !r1e 
I should have lik 
h""n.r, Ilartln 
tho t now you a 

ln June I mad, no 'f art to 
by J.rart" "/Ip .... ,,, or 80 other 

ou .or. no the time well aa 
heard you ere, SUb.. .ntly, 

ate me hat you.e mnoh bette and I tru.t 
.ooTared. 

With kinde at regard., I am, 

"''''''''' ,_0, 3lr: I\~' 

c 
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Ql it\! uf .§"lqJl'r1U'r 
Wi.o,...,i:n 

HtAO OF OtEP ' WATER NAVIGATION 

Superior, lis., sept. 9, 192~ 

Mr. Herbert Croly 
0/0 Republio Publishing 00. 
lIew Yorl<, H. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

I Buppose you reoeiTe oongratu
lations BO often that they grow monotonous, 
but I mUBt tell you how muoh I enjoyed your 
Llfe of Williard Straight. I am Borry be 
dld not get the dally newspoper otarted. 

AD8G: kef 

Yours very truly, 

A. D. S. Gillett 
Comm1ee1oner 

.. ",. ".0.",,1:" WIINDn.L 
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lIILI.AlID STRAIGI!T 
By Herbert Croly. 

•• 
, 

1 _ ~ .J., 

There Are nany and various reaa ons for publishing ths 

story of a mRn's life nnd perhaps the three best of these are 

to be found in the life of Willard StraiBht. He was (l man who 

lived to hiB fulleDt and deepest capnc ityl he took R proninent 

part in sevel'al history-making events ; nnd he wos "rt!CJllnte to - --
the extent of beine "ble to express t o others the leBBonB that 

he learned through hiB keen powerB of obBervati on and hiD sensi

tive reactions t o the uorld as he found it. 

Herbert Croly draws in t his biograllhy n very search

ing Rnd sympathetic portrait of an extraordinari ly vivid and in-

tereotine personAlity. He shaWl us the runaz ing versu t i li ty 

of n man vho could be, under pressure of varyine clrcums~nnces, 

an artis t. ~ di ploma t, n banker, a journalist. n Boldi er, and 

one who Vll-. G even reSl)Onslble,' a t fin eRrl y age f or the seri es of 

burleoques, that appenred in n Cornell Col~elle publication of 

which the following is an cxnmple: 

'Little Johnny hung his aister, 
She was dead before they missed her. 
JoIInny's Ii lua up t o tricka, 
Ain't he cute? He's only 6ix.' 

The "",ter i .. l that Croly hRS to dr.,w from is ao rich 

nnd he ,me fortunate enough to know Willard StraiBht so intimn~e

l y til t it would indeee be surpri6inll if the book f a iled to 

attract the attention thi t it deeerves. It 1s an unusually coo -

plete and eetaUed record of what one man has lived by --- hie 

·Work, Play . Love and Worship". The v.lue of this r ecord is 

prorobly enhanced by the fact tJmt Stra ight's life wr.e a cOl:lpara

tively short one and because hia biogrephy h"s followed quickly 

Straight 

." • 
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-r;;; 
on hie death. For these reaoon8~the impressions nnd reactions 

recorded in this book are particularly freoh and vivid and it 

will go eown to posterity fiS a human document of merit and di8-

tinction. The following passage is particularly oharacteristic: 

-~.I cannot help feeling that in some ways I am unsound. ~}rb . . 
Inexperience coul d perhaps explain U.e dUficulty, it cannot ex-

at 

cuee it. It ie human nature to make mistake s ; it i s human nature 

to do things in the ordinary way. The world expect. the young 

man to be less acquainted with its tricks, easier to bet~t .~ , 

to handle ------- -- ---- .. my lack of experience is a great handi-

cap , but u difficulty that must and will be overcome. Another 

thing! I mus t not say unkind things about people, nor must I 

Be t too enthusiastic. Freshness must above all things be avoid-

ed. Steady at the game, always at your in tellectual best, 

alwayo observant, making notes, remember1nB ---- that 10 the way 

to do it. No\" go. · Co ,ld any words of OUlll Clore vividly express 

the honeat doubts and hopee of an runbi tious and lovable young man? 
"'l.~ 

It " a brave mother , who after the death of her hUB-

rond in 1 1187, t ook her two children, Willard and Hazel, aeed 

seven and five, acrOS8 t he Pacific Ocaan to Japan becauBe she had 

been offered a poei tion in a school that would enable her to 

support ~hese children. And it was a sad little brother and 

aister who got off the train at Oswego, N.~. in 1890, bereft of 

home and parents a t an age when they most needed them both. 

That journey to Japan, however,wae fraught with oigniflcanco, 

for it was probably what determined Btraisht's later oar.or; then 
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it was that .e began to develop his great love of the East; 

and then it was that he begun to unoerstand the Mongolian; but 

for that early trip to Japan he vlould probably have made n pr o

fesBion of architecture inotead of accepting an opp ortunity to 

Join the Chinese Customs Service, and hi. 11fe ?lould hnve been 

a very different one. The part of "Willard Stra ight" that 

deals with his nfe in 1l#uJ<den. as consul general. and in the 

many negotintionB in \'I1' i·h he had the l a r ger share, is probably 

the nos t interestine and fn .cinn ting in the book. AB he Bpoke 

ChineBe fluently, he was able to undcrst:n (\ the Chinaman in a 
.(...v.c.r 

way that few west ernors are"uble t o do . To thoBe who hnve 

never been to the Or ient, these pages will BCrvC a B a series of 

brilliantly colored pictures tr~t are very illuminating . 

This is a book tha t should be read with r everence for 

the author deal s v er y intimately with sacred human r elationBhips. 

He does not .' ttemp t to Cive anythinc but a faithful rm d c.e tailed 

story of a human being, who , like the rest of us, had hie faults, 

but who had n persona11 t y of rare charm, A mind of power and 

versatility, a heart that was touched by .. 11 thines real and a 

genuine desire to UBe his facultieB in the service of mankind. 

-- ----SUSAN SEPG.ICK SWANN. 

--
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30 PI N E S TR E E T . 
N lE W YO R I< . 

septa .... r 29, 19M 

Doar lIrl. Straight I 

!hie 11 & Tel'7 belated. litter 
to _ you tor the book on 1'1lla:r4, etoh I 
reoeived loma month. ago. UDtortUBatel1, ~'Dllt 
at tho t1mo tho book arrl .. 04, I wu taJam dok 
an4 DOW. about nlllt nib later, I MY' ~1UIt: 
about boen aldowod to pt out ot bo4. 

1 could, ot OOUJ"', ba,.. 
ulatd G~I to .... lta III1d thllllk you, but I 
wanted to write .111, .1 Willard .. noh a 
trim!. ot .. 1M and I ad!Btrod him •• _h that 
I _tid to ozproo.1 to you ... If hoW moh I 
awrec1&te' ,.our .. nUng _ the book. 

nue to IIV' OJIerat1oH, etc. t 
I haTI not 'ee able to reed it AI 71t, 'Wt 
I read the 1utalllBlnto that 0_ out 1n Ada 
at the t1mo, and Judg1Ds trom thll, I OlD IUrI 
I will be tromondoully thrl11.4 and Itlm11ate4 
by tho oOq>lot. book. 

It IIu 1>_ a great _ ;, ..... 
_ .1noe ~ ... oc1atlon with Willard 1n 
__ In 1'0'1, but _ I tre_ tho 1B01BOr:r 
of nil .... ocation tllro'agb. tb ... letten, J 
pt 1>ook all tho old tbrlU. 

at 
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" llla:r4 'I OOlll'ago. tbouabttulM ••• 
oou14eratloD., generollty, anergy aDd 1UI.IIlt1a~ 
.11 ba .... been a great J.ntlUeIlO. 1I,POa ~ oh&r-
act ......... mg 1Ihloh I 1,.,1114. "V own. 

I oga1n t_ you for •• ndimg me 
tho book and regret that "V own lIi.fort"",. pro
ventoa "V wrlUmg you nntil tho pre .. nt timo. 

I bop. you will a:cu •• tho typo
wrlUmg a. I have not got_ up ;pet. If I trlod 
to wlt. lomg _. I probablr o""ldn't road lt 
"V".if moh 10.. a~bo4y 01 ••• 

1Il'I. " illard Stral8bt • 
014 ... tbury. 
Im>g hlaDd. 

--
-

.. 0., WOO". 100U. N • ••• 

,.U"." M. W .. _ ." ... ..... 
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Herbert Croly. Esq. 
0/0 lIew Republio. 
421 Host 21st Street. 
New York City. 

Dear Mr. Croly: 

Ootober 2 , 1924. 

I have Just read with a great deal of enjoy
ment your "Life of Willard Straight". I had the 
pleasure of ceeting him only onoe, but the pioture 
that I .ti ll reoall is one that harmonizes entirely 
with that whioh you have 8hown in your volume. 

I am curiou8 8B to one matter, and that 18, 
What his attitude .~s in the Campaign of 1912. 1 
do not recall any reference to Uri Straight's oonneo
tion with any politioal party. but wonder wh.ther 
he was one of tho •• that aided the Progreseive move
ment aotively during that Campaign. I should be 
muoh interested in knowing. It i8 ~uite possiblo 
of Qourse that he had no vote at the time beoause 
of hiS long residenoe abroad. 

Sincerely youre, 

~o.J~ " -. 
SM.I :R:} 
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'he Willard Strmght Paper. at Cornell niver"t] 

617 South .estmoreland Avenue.Los An~ele. 
October 8th. 1924 . 

Dear Mrs. Straight . 

They write me trom home that 
you have been kind enough to send me 
the beautilul biography 01 Willard 
Straight. I am in Calitornia. and 
have not yet seen the book i but I have 
eo dee fly admired him and all his work. 
I am sure you will appreciate how much 
I shall prize it. It 18 very kind ot 
you to think ot me. 

1 

I wish it were possible tor 
us to see a little more of each other. 
Iven my admiration tor the splendid 
manhood of your husband would to~ a bond I 
between U8, I am aure, tor I a1waye teel 
8uch a bond myself .ith those who under-
stand Will Woody'e work. It you would 
care to have me do so. I should be 80 
happy to give you ,,"collected works. 
and to feel that you wers intereshd hl 
them. 

I trust your health ie now 
steadily geining. When I am in Ne. 

_____ J 



• 

J 

-...... __ ~" ____ - .. 4 • 

York a~ain I eh611 see if I Can break 
throueh the cordon ot protectors who 
surround you , and try to have 8 fsw 
words with you. 

With renewed thanke and affectionate 
crestinge, 

Sincerely yours , 

If .toe. ,</ fi.... ... 

Willard Straight Papers at 

". 
.J%lp/~.9"lna 

:7IufMJl'I U,II.t1' 
Venise 

Dear Mra. Strai~ht,-

L'# t .,] 

Your card reached ae yesterday with the deli~ht-

lul i.for.atTen that you havs kiadl y seat as the book 

I have 30 lon~ed to S80 since 'hearln~ ahout it a Month ~o 

fro. a New York friend who was with us tOT a while this sua-

aST . I can not iaa~lne how you have been able t o iU8S8 at -

deep interest inWillard Stra1eht,- not enly because I knew 

hia as a charNin~ child ot live but also because or 

my affection t or hiD tather , and.sather . 

I saw his very ~raph1c and illu.inatln~ sketches ae 

they came out in 15ia (I think ) . And now to have in 

tlon this beautiful bouk which you have sent me will 

be a very real joy. W .. have lost eo;, llany thin!,::e duriniI our 

year away Irati ho.e toot I do not want to risk losing th6 

book and TeiTet th~t it must be 8aaet~e beraTe I can 

really have it in hand . 

With deep and sincere app i ti ree a on of YOUT unexpeet 

-



__________________________ '.-F 

ad and rare kindness and wiahinl: very much to know 

who suu~ested my lon~ interest in anything th~t concerned 

the brilliant little boy I knew in 1884 

I ~ • dear M&d~e, with renewed exprsaBion 

of ~ratltude 

Sincerel, yours 

Ellor C. (Mrs . F.H'')Ri~.y t..e£.o- C~ . . 
Venice , Italy 

Oct . S , 1924 ) 

To Mrs. Willard DickeMian Strai~ht 

New York City. U.S.A. 

• 

• 
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.l.lo "so ~COelJ t u3 w' r_ t h.lUl)l.s ttlr your oon l"',tu-
1 tione on no lnol u sl 0!l of 1::J nru,;e i n t he ,I<']r lJol,"'rt.1lent ' a 
"!lllOUl,ce..:ont of iL .• /Glld lIlt .!romoti ons . It 1s ... t:; r OB t. J. ,lsR ffill"o 
t o T.;tceiTf!" t l ia ret!' 1 del' of 'ood \'l UI "od hterest. 

1 ".t. >r o.,1.] ". Indellted t o yO'J. tor many t h l l'H'J i n 
t te .I; :It !lIS hOJ.-,e o..,t 1 _<'0:; oc 'lo l a t o den;onstr t e n LTO 'l t 
~ •. _ r ecl qU on . 

to:1.r COt.J .. OI~t on tt6 3t 'l. tf Jchoo l I t l".n~e~ 
c:..o t · lice '1t.en 1 ~""S re"dlu ~roly ' s oloe;T 'll'h.v oy , 11-
l qrd Jtr" j ·jJ i nd L:,- rtjn .: lUl ' S rev l e:'1 ot its 00011. i n the .os t. 
'ti e men ,t.o '>ssar.oled iol' U.6 socond oourse , t t he old Jt 'lt't 
3cmal were 11 r er."rk'lole rou. "Ind Sell'e ODe ot ita tos t r6-
!!"'Ir:.{Gole 1 J .111 r4 'l t r 1, t.t . ,\ fe.' ,'I8e1'..8 'It,D 1 t oo •• ll"S . 
3,'01'1:8t d to L'Ul~l'e9 r.d ·'r.on o t t.er not "o l e 81 h t s i n tI, e 
c1 t~ 1 s towod (,I] T ';1~ ere you . 3tr 1 ht I 31J:'1;~n, md _ r aona 
h'·d y:mr !liess. 

iH h t:$ a 1noerp. bee t Wishes, 1 A.e 

-

Original in private hands • 

. ," 
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at 

Krs. Willard Straight 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Mrs. Stralght:-

November 20th, 1924. 

When at the Os.ego Normal Sahool, the writer ... 
fortunate In having Dr. and Mrs. Straight as lnstruotor •• 

To him especially 1 owe muoh of suoce •• in my busi
ness life. He taught his s tudents how to find out and in
vestigate matters for themselves ana not to aocept a thing 
as truth until they had gone to the limits In their .earoh. 

I must nave been favored by tnem, as I was oftered 
the use ot their private library, and was at tbelr home otten. 
I was Invited to Join them In an Interesting stUdy of 'ohl1d 
life', and It was during this period tnat Willard was born. 
The records ot this work 1 kept for years atteroarda. I have 
otten thought that 1 could account for much ot his SUoo ••• 
through traits that were noticeable In the ohl ld. 

Having been selected as the head at ths Alumni to 
make Sheldon Hall a r eality . I deeply feel that Dr . and Ir •• 
Straight shOUld be honored by a memori al In tbe way Of a 
library room to be known as 'Tbe Dr. and Ir • • Straight .eD
orlal Room' and In It a library known as 'The Dr. Stra1ght 
Library'. In thi s room we should have the portrait_ of bot~. 

Most of tne graduates ar~ women who haVe since tollow
ed teaching as their protesslon. With tbe work so far dODt 
about $25,000 has been subscribed by \bem towards the bU114i1R. 
It Is greatly needed as a bome especially tor the girl .'U4eai. 
oomlng from different parts of New York State, who arB to ~ 
0011. teach.ers. 

Whether you may be Interested In tbls or not, or 18 
my friendly relations with Dr. and Irs. Straight, it would I'" 
me great ple asure to have a talk with you at any tl ..... , .... 
ventent for you and by your appolnt.ent. 

Very trUly your., 

~:MD .~.-t!.N-t?-9d 

J 

• 

• 
• 
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BORDENTOWN MILITARY INSTITUTE 
BORDENTOWN. NEW JERSEY 

COl.. TwO" •• O. L ... MOOH. :JO.'M INI'MO. R • 
...... T 0" TN_ U",UO 'TAU • ...... __ • eooo .... ". _ _ 

HI December 2' TO OLD B. M. I . BOYS-EVERYWHERE 
DEAR FRlENDS : 

Aa usual, the old year ill going fut and with ali I am planninr for this fortieth year, time preuUnI seems more severe than ever. We aM nearly flnbhed with the arduous and expenaive eompllaUoD of old boy.' records and latest addreaaea. For. long time every mail brought. thrill of Individual reminder from m&n7 boys and from many different parta of the world. My impulse has been molt earnest to write Individual anlwen to everyone. A.. yet time haa failed me, but] have not given up the idea. I can now only thank thou who wrote ma &lid ... ure t.hem I appreeiated every detail of their informatloD, remembrance and good wi,hu. Some belated apolol'fltie ex· planatlona of why seeond or third questionnaires were even t hen delayed In ,ettin, anlwered are cornin, In. We have had a specialiat workin, on IYlternatislng our alumni fUel since AUlult, and we plan to have a very eomplete pocket II%.e alumni reeord as a mOlt Interestin, and valuable lOuvenlr for the fortieth reunion next June. In th. meantime let me mOl t urgently and finally alk you that if you have J'lOt lent us the data about younel! li nce you left school and your present position and address, do return ume for getting into the fin&! sheet.l and our fll .. I am having a volume of photos of the officer. and non-eoms each year sinee 1886 reprintled, and have been workin, on namlll&' each boy. The lame with the gnduatln, claISe!. It hal been "Olt Interelting to IdentHy the boys of many yean -ao, and I hope many of them will have the lame pleasure of seein, them.elvet .1 they were. I had the unique experience of noting the chan,es in mYlelf in photos taken annually for thirty-nine yean. 
You will be ,lad to hear that the year has opened mOlt favorably with the largest numben we ever enrolled-176 boarding pupils and elevcn day scholan, making 187 in the battalion. We added two Instructor. to our Faculty on account of the Increase of numbers and a desire to advance efticlency in various lin". This neeenitated extra dining room arrang1!ment and the addition of five r ooml to the Landon Houae. Allo It erowded our IChool room 110 that next yelr we will have to make some provision for elbow room tbtre. An Improved ban field below the hili, and the line concrete road, with the cuttln, down of the embankment In front of the White Houae, are aome physical advances. We are making experiment. now with a schedule that trys to give the boys more solid time totether rather than splitting it up into smaller periods, enablu them to get their guard oft' on Wftk dayll without interferin, with the school room, and givu Mr GoodaJe the opportunity to ha~ all boys exercise on specified houn through the day nnd take shOlVen afterward. This mskes necelsary an attendant for is.ue of towels and checking up bathing accomplished in a way thnt more nearly Inlures the desirable things beln, done. 

Recently there was published the biography of Major Willard D. Straight, probably our most distinguished alumnua. It Is publi!hed by the MscMUlnn Company of New York and tells moat interestingly of an extraordinary personality and life of whom B. n. I . and all who knew him CAnnot help but be very proud. A letter to hill 8(ln, before he died in Paris during the World WAl' la a rarely beautiful letter, and I commend it to every parent al fI m.odel touch between father and son. I am sure you all would enjoy the book if you will ,et it.OO J'Md it. Interesting mention la made, thou,h briefly, of his experience at B. M. I. 
Though not complete, I think you cannot help but 6e interested in aome atat istics that have been the reso1t. of the alumni record work. Here are lOme lsets : 

Total enrollment aince 1885 • . . . . . .. •• .. .......••..• . •....... . .. . . . . ...........•....• 2061 Total gnduationa, . . . . ...••...•.. . ..•..... .. ...•............ . •...... . .. . ........•. . 618 Deceaaed, . ...•.•.•.•....•.•..•.... .. .•.. .. •.. .... . . ...... .. ... . •..••.... .. ..•.• . .. 138 Total colle,es matriculate., . . .. . .... ... .. . .•. 713 in 141 colleges; 60 now attending college Varletlea of profeulon, ...••. •• •.....••. . .. .. ...... . .... •••.... .. . . . •• . . . . . .•...... 20 Numben whose addre_ are wron, and we get nwm of J.etten, . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . 810 War lervice, . . . . . . .. . •..• . ... • ... . ..•.............•.. . .... . .... . . . . . . .. .... .. over 400 OfBcer service, ... . ....•.•....•.. . . .•• . .. ... .. . . . . . ....•••. . .....•..... . .. .. .• over 160 Compilation of telatlnl who have been patrons, .... . .. ... ........ . ................ 424 
The final pt'eMnt ,tatus of relative patronage-four son., fifteen nephewI, three third brotherl. 'lx aeeoad brothel'll, In addltJon to IIxtee.n pain of brothers and nme'OOQlinl. 
I enclole a B. M. I. calendar for the comlna year in which w. have trWd to make some Hmlnder eaay for you to keep the memory green fOT the forti eth umlversary celebration, June e, 1926. In the meanthoe be aaaured I am always glad to hear from you and ple&aed to Me )'0'0. 
With very cordial greet.inp llld an best wiaba, beli ••• me al ever 

Youra .IDeerel,. 

• Straight Papers at 
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To us . \1m J . Cal houn, 
Arne le an Legati on, 
Pekin , Ch1na . 

r ea r .'adam: 

1130 FIrTH .lVENUE 

New York C1ty . For Christmas. 1924 . 

llly I th:..nk yell V81"y much f or your letter, also f or t he cl1poln"'s. 
and TIl' . Yen ' s lette r with t he H s ts of neoule t o 'I/hom y r u hG.d sent 
the !:ajor ' s book. 'rs . Stral lJot read them all t onif"ht, ~he ::a ld 
t hey 'Kere "ur t the nerSf ns. t alsc t ol d 1"r5 . Stra.1Rht abeut t he ene 
gotn ' t ( t he Pel<l n <nub Libra ry, ane :;he q ute armroved . T,. nk y ell 
f or 1.:1'5. Eo~< r .'/ood ' 8 a dd ress . 7/e hOTH" t o re t 'r . ilormB.n Shaw ' s 
ad !'8 SS f rom !I'r. Thomas . A cony wa s sent t r t:r . :,1 . :R . 'Deck afte r 
t he li s t and other bOOKS had been sent , but he would ~robr bly ~lve 

th"lt oth(>r cony t . one of the many instituti ons in Peki n. 

j!rs. Stra.i $!ht has imprcved w'/ ile here, b!.lt s ome days she se ems fi ne 
then a~i n en ot her day s, she seems t o go back. l'he chtl6 r en h ve 
been a rreat helo t o her , f or :;00 sees mJ.oh more (..1' them now. and its 
fi ne to notice t he l (..ve of li1hitney , bu~ of c" ur se, the ether c r. ll f ren 
de too. 

Here are a few I')ictllres of t he layin~ of the cornerst c. ne at Cornell. 
It will be a fine Qla ce, a nd apoarently ~h ~ t C~rnell neeas, al so a 
fe'''' other pictures of the children w:lile a t '.lcoos Ho le this summer. 

l'he lette~ I sent t o ties . Creen. She has not been very well si nce 
she came back and Is now under ~~et or' s or ders , havln~ a n~~ber of 
ip ,j ections. She now lives at 16 ne s t 58th St , but some of her trClil 
c omes here . 

Fnlthful L0I1 18S was ~l!.l. d t c her.. r of you. she keeps well and i s 8 resl 
Christian and a Godsend t o trs. Strai ght . 

Go Od wisnes t o you madam, a nd 1 trllst t hb. t yeu will hevs a very 
olessnnt Chrlstmee. 

Yours faithfully, 

Straight Papers at 

~ I ARK !THE HERALD n A~GELS SI~G 
GLOR Y TO OUR 

~EWBORN K I~G 
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UI£ctK April 7th 

OLD WESTBURY, LONG ISLAND 

Thank you t or your letter and for its Inclosure. 

I am afraid that I a m a difficult person t o convlncl ,but I 

ahall hop' to s.. you 1. t he near tuture a~ talk over the 

book with you one. mor • • 

Sinoer,ly yours 

-
-

lnrd StrOight 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

~.O' atl t.O' urh.O'ux th.e.ae ~res.ents shalt .c:.O'ux.e, ~x.e.eting: 

I CERTIFY @'Iud ........... ~~ . .l£lS~f~"i.Q~.~W1.~ ............... tla,; ~ ~ 

<V~ .. ~,~.~ ........................ ¥ Me rounded !7tateo ¥ ~ atCS~,.~ .............. . 
.............................................. uJit~ ali tlu ~A and cudlwntieo ¥ ifk q/1~~ to Mat #ce> 
oubject to tIUJ condia'ona ~tt<ed ty law. 

IN TEST/MaNY WHEREOF. J, ........... §~.di:!.iD~,. .............. ~ ¥ !7tate 

¥ tIUJ ~ !7tatM ¥ Jlhne'l'tCa> liwue ~ ~d "V" namze and caaoed tIUJ !7ea/ ¥ Me 

!f}Jejuwhnent ¥ !7tate to ~ afoed 

DONE at the ~ of 91!z61'i~ton tiu.i =~ .................. ~ of ~.~ ............ , r/n tM. yeaA' 

of Ott'" ~"",d one tMouownd.wn. luvnd?<ed and .~44.!4t: ....... .... , {l/nd the = . 1 ~9~.= yeaA' of tM. 

Jndejwnde.nee of tMe t72mu'ted 9tate6 of ~a. /~p..4 (fJ ;1 m~ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

~o atl to urlxollX tlx.es.e ~xes.ents slxdl '(:OllX.e, ~x.e.etittg: 

. . 

/ CERTIFY @'Iuzt .. ....... ~~ .. f£), .S~",'1.~.~W1.~ ................. hao ~ ~ 

CV~ .. @"11"!M.ilt.~~ ....................... r/ tile !02Inited PtaL'e4 r/ ~ at~~,.~,. ............. . 
...................................... ........ ltJiIA edt the ~4 amd cudlwnaM r/ iJM ~~ tIJ tIw.t #ce, 
~t tIJ tile conditiona ~iO.ed ty law. 

/ N TESTIMONY WHEREOF. J5; ........... &~.c?l .. ic~,............... ' . ~ r/ Ptate 

r/ the !02Inded PtatM oj ~, Iuwe lte?<ewnto ~ ~ ncvme amd catUJed tile Peat .c/ tile 

fMejUl/}«7/r/P/IU c/. Ytate tIJ 6.e ~ 

DONE at Me ~ oj ~ton ~=.~.......... .. .... ~ oj=.~Mlt ............ , m. Me ;yaw 

oj OU'l' 9f01'd 01U M.ou4wnd.wn.. luundJ,ed and ~~ ........... , O/nd Me =Jz.,9~ ...... ,Yta'I' oj tn.. 

In.<U/u.nde.na oj Me &Umtied 91dea o/~. /,4?ff1t:-4 rfJ ;1 /11"';' 
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IDln RPATO PCI\ A51 

PocciilcKlHl Muccin 

Wb n CRllllt 

TAMOmEHHOE CBH~TKnbCTBO . 

BUAUHO cia cBHA~TenbcTBo ,umEPATOPCKOH poccin

CKOn MHcc i en B1> lleKHHiI, SIl HIlAnel!tal!le£l 1I0AntICblO C'L IIpll

nOlReHi eU1> KllaeHHol! lIeq~T !i , npeIlCTIl'lMTeJIIO GHHAHKIlTIl CiI

Bepo-AMepMKIlHCKHX1> 6IlHKMPOB1> , PpU~AUHHHY C~Bepo-AMepH 

KIlHCKHX1> COeI\HHeHHUX1> IDTIlTOB1> , BHnnUPA1> ):(KKepI.IUH1> CTP9T~ 

BOSBPUU\IlIOU\UPOCIi B'L AMeplIKY C1> l!!eHOIO II OAR oR IIpMcnypoR 

POPHHqHO~ , B1> YAOcToBt.pe Hi e TOPO , qTO BeU\H 03HIlQeHRUX1> 

nH~'L cnt.AYIOTo TPUH3MTO M1> Qepes1> PoccilO saPPIlHH~y , 1I0qeuy 

II MOPYT'b 6UTb oCBo1oRAeHLI OT1> OIl.lUTU Tuuo"!eHHIoIUII nomnH

HUUII . 

CeKpeTupb MHcci.:: ~~ ~ 

Willard Straight at 
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."",,"" MlLITAIRE DE PARIS 

DE POLICE 

ONDUIT 
~ bier·'·I .... 
en tFamWay, 
.QR bateau. 
en chemin de fer. 

1911' 
I.e Comml ... l1'8 de Pollee, 

Le Commissaire special 
Chef de service 

t-t-.~ 
~k ~,,{-,4~JLf 

t_ .. et.rupr porLeat de ce .. 1lf..coM.ail. .1. lelia de .... -, t.oa.\e NP-
• _ ... t .. lOil. I0Il permiI •• ~, Mho lOa puuport., I'D et. l'e.Vt 

1 

I -

\ 

PASSENGER TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM AND FRANCE. 

Passengers to France. 
(1) British subjects must bold either the new form of passport issued since 

February 1st, 1915, or a passport in the old form iS8ued between 
August 5th, 1914., IWd Janue.ry 31st, 1915, but the holders of the old form 
of pas8port must obt&in &. supplementary document (rom a French 

Diploma.tio or Consular Offioer in tilt! United Kingdcnn. 
(2) French subjoot.& must hold aithal· a pa.ssport lEaued in France or pidM 

d'~tiM (with photograph affixed) issued elsewhere . 
(8) Belgian subjects muat bold a. &Igir.n passport and must obtain &. 

supplementary document from &. Belgian or French Diploma.tio or 

Consular Officer in the United Killgdom. 
(4) All other persona must hold both&. passport and a. 8upplement.l.ry documenb 

issued by &. French Diplomat.ic or Coruular Officer in the United Kingdom , 

(5) The supplemen!.&ry document. mentioned in regulations, I, 3 and 4 will aerve 
for more tban one journey. subject to il.& being vised a.s in regulation 6. 

(6) All pasaport.s, supplementary documents, and plkU d'identi'~ must be villld 
for each journey to France by a French Diploma'ic or ConBUlar Officer in 
the United Kingdom. A rilA will be valid only for three days and will 
show tbe French por' a.t which tbe bolder is autborised to land. 

<J 

(7) All pa8lengers en rolUe to France wbo bave arrived in tbe Onited Kingdom 
from territory occupied by the enemy will be allowed to land only at 

Dieppe. unless another port. of landing is named in the visa. 
(8) No passenger will be allowed to embark in the 0 nited Kingdom for France 

who is not in possession of docuUlents in accordance witb these 

regulations. 
(9) The following are exempt.ed from these regulations: King's Mesaengel'Sl And 

diplomatic couriers, the holders of diplomatic p&8sports. and pel'&OnFl 

furnished with military pMS68. 

PasBengers from France. 
AU persollB deeiring to tl1l:~el from France t.o tbe Onit.ed Kingdom must obt.&.in 

1\ pennit from a French prefectural autbority. 

(11.40-1160) W'" 0" uo 1111 R.C" s. III 
IISM- I!'O) we.. 041 10000 lIn R.('.AII. In 

Willard Straight Papers at 
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MHHHCTEPCTBO 

}J :;J~Ij"'AU",:llll~ &b!JrJ) 
-~--

1fMUEPATOPCJ{OE • 
PQccilicftOB nOCOllbCTBO 

Bto BamHHrTOB'S 
o T K P bl T bl II JJ H C T 'h. 

16/ .29 <l> sspaJlR 1.'7 J6 I 

.N?/O 

npeA~RBHTeJlh cero JlH~»O xopomo M»~ 

a»a KoMhli! r. YHJlJlapA~ C T P Sli T ~ / • 

~L1a.~) V{!)~krJ t\Hpe KTOp~ aMepHKa»

CKaro Me¥AY»apoA»aro oO~eCTBa, rrpeACTa

BHTeJlh BJl1RTeJlh»OU rpynn~ Oa»KoB~ aaH»T~ 

pe Cu Ba»»hlX~ paaBHT1 eM~ ~H»a»coBhlX~ H TO

prOBhlX~ c»o meHli1 C~ PoccleU. KYAa OH~ 

OTnpaBJlReTCR »a 3THX~ A»Rx~. 

BC.1liAcTBie cero 1iI0Kop»'l',lIllIe npolllY 

POCCHicK1R TaMOlKe»»~ , no rpa"!H~»WI H 

BJlaCTH oKaaaTh r. C' T P 3 II T Y BCRKoe 

saKO»OMb AC3BOJle»p.oe COAoHCTB1e H OOJl~ 

~e»ie Kal('b np<l npoliaA'/; er o ~epea~ 

rpaHH~ . Ta~ H npH ,!\RJlbli'l\lillieMb CJlli AOBa
»111 ero no HMnep1H . 

HMm,I'ATOPCKIII noco~ 

rOWMe ~ cTep~ BblCO~M]~ro ~Bopa 

• 

• • 



A.aA.SSADE IMPi "IA.LE DE 
WASHINGTON , D. C .. 

ptUSSI[ 

o T K ? bl T bl 1\ n He · '1' 'b • . 
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Ward 

at 

--
-

• , 

• 

PE~S DE SEJOVR A UN ETRAIIGER 

w" rf'IttU ' ftCt/~~~ 
d ~ &'. _ '-/fl tf. _ _ n~ A 

- -
s'est pr~sente Ie 4- ,y-~ I f /-6. 
POUI' Caire It. d~cll:lratioJl de son domicile et ""_l!!!." identil~. 
11 e"fants de-,.-_____ -I:_~--
11 esl autoris. a cOJ..,ryey's. rl,sidj.n"" 8 _ -U ~~~ __ 

s~j ,:iUt-a-toutes r~qui.itions des 

Commu&ai,.e, 

- . .L--- _:-o 

at 
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The Willard Straight Papers at Cornell niverslty 



lrmy'meral taft ([ol1ene 
American 1lxJlc ditionary 'Fortes 

"France 

(to whom it mag contern; - . 
j7 c;his will certitg that ~ K) 
~~ Uuitcd itatel Arm~. has; satisll oril'J completed the coune ~ 
itstruchOfl of th~ COI1t'Jt of the Army <5entrzs\ itaft ~ollt9t, American 
E"Peditionary Fortes. frzmce , from ~ '* 191 'l to ~ c3 (1, 19\ 8' 
and is recommmded for (imensl itatf Buty with troops. 

~-~-~-
aom....,d ... t .• A .... ~ S.lo •• I •. 


