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CORNELL
l"'I'lll~lr\

Onice of the Provost

May 5. 1997

Dear Colleagues:

The Institute for German Cultural Studies represents the best in
Cornell's rich tradition of interdisciplinary work. Interdisciplinary is not in
this context the fashionable term frequently encountered today. Here the Icml

and the Institute itself embody a reconception orthe object of study and orlhe
intellectual equipment necessary for that slUdy. Under the leadership of Peter
HohendahL the scholars that have come together in the Institute have built
upon and transcended a distinguished institutional history of the study of Ger­
man [ctters and history by situating their work on thalllluch broader plain that
is essential 10 an understanding of any aspect of cultural production. They
bring together the perspectives of multiple disciplines. to be sure. but not
merely as a multiplicity. Instead. both subjects and disciplines are interro­
gated with a view to laying bare the multivalence of the subjects and the in­
compleleness of traditional disciplines in the face ufthis multivalence. In this
respect. these scholars have inspired the work of other scholars far beyond
Genl1;ln Cultural Studies and far beyond Cornell.

The pages that follow describe the people and the aClivities Ihat have
made up the Institute. The intellectual fecundity represented here should stimu­
late all of us who continue to sec universities as essential to human under­
standing and nm simply to economic productivity. Comell University takes
great pride in the endeavors of these members of its community as well as in
the collaborations with members of other communities who have been drawn
to the Institute. We look forward to an inspiring and productive future for it.

Yours sincerely.

~~1..~
Don M. Randel
Provost
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IIISli/1lf1' for Gerow" Cllirumi S/ll(lil',~

The newsletter German Culture News
provides information on all past and
upcoming events sponsored by the

Institute. It includes review anicles
wriuen by graduate students. In·
stitute fellows and fae-ully mem­

bers of various depanments al
Cornell University. 1be news·

leuer also features event
summaries and announce·

menlS as well as faculty
profiles.
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LEITER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Peter f!ohem/alJ/

Since the fall of 1992 the Institute for Gcnl1:111 Cullural Studies ha~ served
as a local. regional and national clearing house for the promotion of
German Studies. The Institute was founded under the ac~i~ of the Col­

lege of AI1.~ and Sciences whose dean, Don Randel. recognized the excep­
tional strength of Cornell's faculty in the area of Gcnnan culture. Since tradi­
tional disciplinary divisions had kcpllhese faculty members for the most part
in their respcl.:tivc departments and programs. thus isolating their intellectual
efforts. the Institute was conceived as a place where faculty members and
students would find a suitable meeting ground for tr:lI1s-disciplinary di~cu.,­

sion and exploration. From the very beginning. however. thi.~ task was de­
tined in tenns of a regular exchange with scholars <lnd intellectuals from the
outside. From its inception contacts with other universitics and research in­
stitutes have sh:lped the work of the Institute. Thc."c contacts have included.
of course. in."titutions of higher learning in Germany. Austria and Switzer­
land. Among thcm the contacts with Humboldt University. Berlin. have be­
come especially important. A." pan of an ongoing faculty exchange Profes­
sors HanmUl Bohme. Rudiger Stein1cin. and Inge Stephan came to Cornell.
while several members of the Cornell faculty visited Humboldt University.

The mission statement of the Institutc has emphasized the tran.,,- and interdis­
ciplinary nature of its work. 11 has called for cooperation among a number of
departments in the humanities and social science~. among thcm German and
comparative literature. philosophy. music. an history and architecture. an­
thropology. history. ,ll1d political science. Representatives from these depart­
ments have served on the steering committee to 'ldvise the direclOr on malleTS

7



of policy and program development. In keeping with the mulli-disciplinary
nature of the committee. the Institute's projects have consistently focused on
questions of interdisciplinarity as a theoretical and methodological issue as
weI[ ,IS a pragmatic organizational problem for teaching and research. IGCS
projects have explored the possibility of intersecting approaches to the study
of German culture. Moreover. in contrast to traditional German conception~

of culture. they have uniformly used a wide and non-ideological understand­
ing of cullure that includes both elite and popular cuhur:ll formations. The
intention of all ventures has been to open up new research perspectives by
undercUtling convention:ll disciplinary boundaries.

The Institute has developed a number of formats that have proved to be espe­
cially effective in bringing together scholars from different fields. They range
from traditionalleetures to larger conferences that establish a broad forum for
illlel1eclUal exchange. A sequence of special lectures, for inst:lIlce. was co­
sponsored by IGCS and the Institut fUr kulturwissenschaftliche
Dcutschlandstudiell of the University of Bremen. They focused on present­
day German politics. The speakers were Jens Reich. a leading East Gemlan
scientist and intellectual. and Ccm OZdemir. the first Turkish-German melTl­
ber of the Gennan Bundestag. For the most pan. however. the Institute ha~

preferred events that encourage a more intimate and intensive intellectual dia­
logue. such as the ongoing colloquium which permits members of the Cornell
community as well as scholars from other institutions to present their work.
The fact that the papers arc distributed in :ldvance makes a much more inten­
sive discussion possible. In this context it should be noted that Cornell's
graduate students panicipate in thi.' discussion-not only as discussants but
also as presenters. The bi-weekly colloquium is the place where advanced
graduate students who are working on their dissertations make their debut as
young schol:lrs.

The favorite conference format of the Institute has been the small workshop
or ~ymposium. a format that allows for both fonnal and informal discussions.
During the last five ye:lrs there have been six. ranging from a symposium on
translation to a workshop on the Holocaust. These events have successfully
served as intellectual interventions by stimulating di:llogue between different
approaches and positions. While symposia and workshops have primarily
helped to explore specific research topics, the larger conferences. among them
the conference on the state of the inteilectu:11 and the conference on the legacy
of Freud's theory (which was preceded by a number of internal events). ar­
ticulated the present stale of the discourse in the respective fields to a larger
forum of participants.

A brief look at the programs of the conferences and symposia that took place
at the lnstituteallests to the breadth and variety of the Institute's agenda, which
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is clearly distinguished from the morc specific mission of the Department of
German Studies. The topics have ranged from the carly modern age (a con­
ference on Nuremberg culture) to the present (a conference on present-day
Berlin): the events have dealt with problems in architecture and city planning.
the impact of Wagner's operas, the film industry of Nali Germany. and the
theory of the public sphere. to mention but a few examples. And they have
addressed the intersection between music and literature. psychoanalysis and
philosophy, as well as gender studies and history. In each of these cases mem­
bers of the Cornell community have worked together with faculty and gradu­
ate students from other institutions.

In this context the fellows program has to be mentioned as yet another venue
for intellectual exchange, Beginning with the academic year 1993-94. the
Institute has invited younger scholars to become a research fellow for an aca­
demic year. While these fellows. free from obligations to teach. have prima·
rily concenlf3ted on their own rese:lrch projects. they have also interacted
with local faculty members and graduate students. either through the collo­
quium or through panicipatioll in ongoing events. These interactions would
also extend 10 the fellows in residence of the Society of the Humanities and
the Institute for European Studies. two prominent institutions at Cornell with
which the Institute for German Cultural Studies is informally allied.

The pedagogical mission of the Institute has been two-fold: on the olle hand,
it has pl:lyed an important role in the mentoring of gr:lduate students, on the
other hand. IGCS's summer seminars. taught by Cornell senior t:1culty. have
brought American and Canadi:ll1 college teachers for five or six weeks 10
Cornell. These seminars, cosponsored by DAAD and NEH. were designed to
create a forum for the development of research projects :IS well as course
planning. Recent seminars h:l\'e addressed theories of the public sphere
(Hohendah1. 1994). Freud's theory of masochism (Gilman. 1995). and cin­
elTli.l in NilZi GeTlni.lny (Bathrick. 1996),

During the five years of its existence the Instilutc has slowly but significantly
grown. With the increase in funding and staff time. the program has increased
as well. Most of the funds have come from the College of Arts and Sciences
of Cornell University. More recently, the Office of the Provost has added
resources for special programs such as the exchange between Cornell and
Humboldt University. Funding for conferences and symposia was typically
made possible by drawing on a number of sources. Among the external spon­
sors the Gemlan Academic Exchange Service deserves specialmelllion. The
DAAD's generous financial support of the summer seminars as well as nu~

merous conferences and symposia has most definitely helped to increase the
nationi.ll visibility of the Institute. Additional external funds have corne from
the National Endowment for the Humanities. the New York State Council for
the Humanities and the Goethe Institute.

9



CONFERENCES

THE REEMERGENCE
OF JEWISH CULTURE

IN GERMANY

March 6 & 7. 1993
A.D. White House

Convened by:
Sander Gilman, Gerd Kormall.

and John Borneman
Cornell University

Speakers:
Michael Bodemann
University of Toronto

E...thcr Dischcreil
Berlin

Marion Kaplan
CUNY Graduate Center

Susan Neiman
Yale University

Katharine Ochse
SFB- Berlin

Robin Ostow
McMaster University

Jeffrey Peck
GeorgclOwn University

Karen Rcmmlcr
Mt. Holyoke College
Raphael Seligman

Munich
Jack Zipes

University of Minnesota

The appearance of a new generation
of Jews in Gcnnany occurred at the
same moment as did Gennan reunifi­
cation. In part this was accidental. the
passing or the biblical fony years and
thcestabJishment of:! new generation:
in part it was the result of the shift in
cold war tensions and the resettlement
of Diaspora Jews from Central and
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Easlern Europe in Genllany. A new
generation of Jews is struggling with
the "negative symbiosis' of being Jew­
ish in the new Germ.my, both post­
wall and post-Shoah. Sander Gilman,
Gerd Korman and John Borneman or­
ganized the first international confer­
ence on Ihis topic ever held. Speak­
ers included scholars from the United
States. Canada and Germany, as well
as writers who arc part of this reemer­
gence of Jewish culture.

Co-sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD).
the Institute for European Studies. and
the Department of German Studies at
Cornell.

ACTS OF RESISTANCE:
CULTURE AND POWER

IN EARLY MODERN
NUREMBERG

March 19 & 20. 1993
A.D. White House

Convened by:
Arthur Groos

Cornell University

Speakers:
Barbara Correll

Cornell University
Arthur Groos

Cornell University
Keith Moxey

Columbia University
Ann Marie Rasmussen

Duke University



David Price
University of Texas. Austin

Kristin E. S. Zapalac
Washington University of SI. Louis

Moderators:
Arthur Groos

Cornell University
Peter Hohcndahl
Cornell University

"Acts of Resistance: Culture and
Power in Early Modem Nuremberg"
examined a variety of issues in urban
culture of late 15th- and early 16th­
century Gennany. Specialists from a
variety of disciplines Art History,
English. German Studies. and History
- presemed work in progress on top­
ics ranging from problems of artistic
represemation to analysis of empiri­
cal entries, the inscription of bodies
and gender in literary, didactic and po­
litical discourse, and tensions between
creation and resistance in early mod­
ern cultural formations and practice.

PRIVATE LIVES/
PUBLIC SPACES

February 18 & 19, 1994
Clark Hall

Convened by:
Peter Hohcndahl
Cornell University

Speakers:
Lauren Derlant

University of Chicago
Pheng Cheah

Graduate Student. Cornell
Geoff Eley

University of Michigan
Jaimey Fisher

Graduate Student. Cornell
Thomas McCarthy

Northwestern University
Adam Schnitzer

Graduate Student, Cornell
Blake Stimpson

Graduate Student. Cornell
Frazer Ward

Graduate Student. Cornell
l\,tichacl Warner

Rutgers University

This conference on the public sphere
focused on constructs of publicity and
the public sphere in the context of re­
cent debates on culture and cultural
differences.

AFTER THE
INTELLECTUAL

April 7. 8 & 9.1994
A.D. White House
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Convened by:
David Bathrick and Biddy l\:lartin

Cornell University

Speakers:
Leslie Adelson

Ohio State University
M<lrk Anderson

Columbia University
Da\'id Bathrick

Cornell University
Russell Berman

Stanford University
Christina von Braun

Humboldt Universitat. Berlin
Susan Buck-Morss
Cornell University

Gabriele Dietze
Rotbuch Verlag

Wolfgang Emmerich
Universitiit Bremen

Sander Gilman
Cornell University
"eter Hohcndahl
Cornell University
Andreas Hu)'ssell

Columbia University
Anson Rabinbllch

Cooper Union for the
Advancement of Science and Art

Eric Sllntner
Princeton University

Sigrid Weigel
Universitiit Zurich

Moderators:
John IJorneman

Cornell University
Isabel Hull

Cornell University
Dominick LaCapra
Cornell University

Michael P. Steinherg
Cornell University

Biddy Martin
Cornell University
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What precisely is a critical or
oppositional intellectual at any given
historical moment? Wh:tt arc the roles
or responsibilities of critical
intellectuals within or in relationship
to specific institutions or society in
general? These were among the
questions addressed at this conference
on the st:l1us of the critical!
oppositional intellectual in contempo­
rary society. The conference's focus
was on the historical role of
irllelleClUals in Germ:my since the end
of the 19'" century. The discussions
explored the function and the
perception of intellectuals at a number
of moments of perceived historical
crisis. as a way of tracing the changing
status and perception of critical
intellectuals down to the present day.
Anentian was paid to four periods: the
period following German unification:
1871-1900: the period between the
wars: 1918-1939: the postwar. post­
Nazi. post-Holocaust period: and the
so-called post-Cold War period
following reunification.



BERLIN UNDER SIEGE:
REBUILDING THE

GERMAN CAPITAL?

November 12 & [3. 1994
157 E. Sibley Hall

Organizer:
Werner Gohncr

Cornell University

Speakers:
Hans Bohrmann
McGill University
\Verne... Giihncr

Cornell University
Kurt Goodrich

Graduate Student, Cornell
Alexander Godin

Architect. New York City
Mark Jarzombe<:k
Comcll University

Christian 0110
Cornell University

!\'lichael Minkcnbcrg
Cornell University

Axel Schultes
Architect. Berlin
Geoffrey Waite

Cornell University

111e rebui [ding of Ihe German capital
in Berlin presents a wide range of
challenges to architects, urban design­
ers and officials alike. Berlin has un­
dergone significant changes through­
Qui the past century and a half that
have resulled in a varied historical
richness which is. "unmatched by any
western capital" (w. Gohner). This
conference focused on architecture.
urban design. and visual arts issues
and attcmpted 10 track the contradic­
tion~ and difficulties in rebuilding the
Gcrown capital after the Cold W:lr.

Co-spon~()rcd by thc Department of
Architecture at Cornell University.

HOLLYWOOD VS.
BABELSBERG: NAZI

ENTERTAINMENT
FILMS

January 27. 1996
Cornell\ Center for Theatre Am

Coordinator:
David Uathrick

Cornell University

Speakers;
David Uathrick

Cornell University
Isabel Hull

Cornell University
.Iaimcy Fisher

Graduate Student. Cornell
Eric Rentschlcr

University of California :ll Irvine

This conference examined the role of
film and mass culture in the Third
Reich. stressing the importance of
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light emenainmem as a means of le­
gitimation and indicating the more so­
phisticated means of propaganda that
were being employed between 1939­
45 to provide avenues of escape from
the war during the period.

Co-Sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD).
and the depanrnents of Gemlan Stud­
ies and Theatre Ans at Cornell Uni­
versity.

FREUDIAN LEGACIES
IN CULTURAL

STUDIES: ACADENUC
THEORIES AND
THERAPEUTIC

PRACTICES

March 2 & 3. 1996
A.D. White House

Organizers:
Uiddy Martin

and SU7.anne Stewart
Cornell University

Speakers:
Dominick LaCapra
Cornell Univcrsity

Eric Santner
Princeton Univcrsity

Mary Jacobus
Cornell University

Joan Copjec
SUNY Buffalo and Socicty for the

Humanities Fellow, Cornell

Post-Conference Lecture
Hortense Spillers
Cornell University

14

This conference was designed to ex­
plore the relev:ll1ce of Freud's work
for contemporary German Cultural
Studies by investigating the growing
split between psychoanalytic theory
within the humanities and develop­
ments in the theory and practice of
therapeutic techniques. The goals
were to provide undergraduate and
graduate students with a knowledge
of Freud's work and the historical
context in which it emerged. as well
as an understanding of psychoanaly­
sis as a therapeutic practice.

Co-sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD),
the Society for the Humanities, the
College of Ans & Sciences, Gay Stud­
ies, and others.

WAGNER: OPERA AND
CULTURAL PRACTICE

April 5 & 6, 1996

A.D. White House

Convened by:
Art Groos

Cornell University

Speakers:
John Deathridgc

Cambridge University



Thomas Grc)'
Stanford Univcrsity

Arthur Groos
Cornell University
Linda Hutcheon

Toronto
Michael Hutcheon

Toronto
David Levin

Columbia University
Emanuele Senici

Graduate Student. Cornell
Marc Weiner

University of Indiana. Bloomington

The purpose of this conference was
to facilitate the exchange of ideas and
methods between scholars engaged in
cultural criticism and musicology. ar·
eas of research nOI always known for
their collaboration. The topics co\'­
ered a broad range of interests cur­
rently in the forefront of Wagner
scholarship: issues of racism and cul­
IUral pathology in Wagner's operas
and theoretical writings. issues of
modernism in the operas themsclves
(constructions of death and the hemle­
neutics of transcendence). and the re­
ception history of pcrfomlance prac­
tice and Wagner's theories of drama.

John Dealhridge

Co-sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD).

LEGACIES OF FREUD:
TRANSLATIONS

November 21. 22, & 23,1996
A.D. White House

Organizers:
Bidd)' Martin and Suzanne

Stcwart
Cornell University

Participants:
Hal Foster

Cornell University
Pegg), Phelan

Tisch School of the Arts, New York
University

Cath)' Caruth
Emory University

Dori Laub
Yale University School of Medicine

Tracie Matysik
Graduate Student. Cornell

lise Grubrich·Simitis
Frankfuner Psychoanalytisches

Institut
Uclh Povinelli

University of Chicago
Christian Gundermann
Graduate Student. Cornell

Ruth Leys
Johns Hopkins University

Michael Parsons
Member of the British Psychoana­

lytic Institute

15



Ann Cheng
University of C:llifornia, Berkeley

Mark Driscoll
Graduate Studelll, Comel1

i\.'lilchell Greenberg
Miami University. Ohio

Trc\'or Hope
University of Rochester

Aglaia Kiarina Kordela
Graduate Student. Cornell

Dori Laub

This conference was held in conjunc­
tion with the Fall 1996 semester un­
dergraduate and gr:ldu:lte seminar of
close reading and discussion of
Freud's major texts.

Co-sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD).
Department of German Studies. So­
ciety for the Humanities. Dean of Arts
& Sciences. Lesbian. Bisexual and
Gay Studies. and the Institute for Eu­
ropean Studies.

LEGACIES OF FREUD:
TRANSLATIONS

February 25-27. 1997
A. D. White House

Organizers:
Biddy Martin

Cornell University

16

Speakers:
Judith Butler

University of C:llifomia. Berkeley
Adam Phillips

Practicing Psychoanalyst. London

This conferences was part of a series
held in conjunction with the 1996 Fall
semester of close reading and discus­
.~ion of Freud's major texts,

el ' I •
. ~I _'.

0' ~I
I I.;,: '" _

A(lam Phillips

Co-sponsored by the DAA D. Gennan
Studies, Society for the Humanities.
Dean of Arts & Science!>. Lesbian. Bi­
sexual and Gay Studies, :ll1d the In­
stitute for European Studies.

Biddy MaT/i" alld Judith Butler



POSTCOLONIAL
THEORY AND GERMAN

STUDIES
April 4 & 5. 1997

A. D. White House

Organizer:
Leslie A. Adelson
Cornell University

Speakers:
Zafcr~ellocak

Turkish-German writer
Katrin Sieg

Indiana University
Susanne M. Zantop
Dartmouth College
Helmut W. Smith

Vanderbilt University

Leslie Adelson (/lui S,,;:.mllle Stewarl

As postcolonial theories of literature
and culture have gained currency in
the international realm of cultural
studies. the question as to their spe­
cific applicability to the field ofGer­
man Studies has gone largely unad­
dressed. Even in those ca.~es where
postcolonial theory -derived from ex­
periences with British and French co­
lonialism - is applied to the an:llysis
of German culture. one must exam­
ine lhe particular ways in which such
theoretical frameworks:lre used either
to fosler or 10 obscure rigorous criti­
cism of the historical phenomenon
and legacy of German colonialism.
This conference sought to refine our
scholarly understanding of ways in
which postcolonial theory can and
cannot be rendered fruitful for the
critical pursuits of German Studies.
Four talented speakers shared their
insights with us on the intersection of
these theoretical concerns and the
practice of German Studies. Each
brought a different focus and exper­
tise to this topic.

Co-sponsored by the Depanrnelll for
Near Easlern Studies and the Univer­
sity Lectures COlllTlliuec.
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CO-SPONSORED CONFERENCES

CONTESTING
GROUNDS

October 22 & 23. 1994

Organized by:
Pandamonium Germanicum

A graduate student organization of
the Department of Genllatl Studies

al Cornell University

Guest Speaker:
Daniel I~urdy

Columbia University

Speakers:
Jaimey "'ishcr

Graduate Student, Cornell
Joseph Lewandowski

Graduate Student, Binghamton
University

Peter M. Mcisaac
Gmdu;IlC Student. Harvard

I.isa Ilcrnstcin
Graduate Student, University of

M<lryland at College Park
Therese Ahern-Augst

Graduate Student. University of
California. Santa Barbara

Rachel "'reudcnbtrg
Graduate Student. Harvard

Claude Desmarais
Graduate Studen!. University of

Toronto
Christian Gunderman"

Graduate Student. Cornell

This conference consisted of four pan­
els thai dealt with cross-disciplinary
approaches to German Studies. The
opening panel "German Theoriesl
American Texts - American TheoriesJ

18

Genmm Texts," offered discus.~ions

<lboUi the reciprocity between theory
and cultural texts across the bound­
aries of German and An1erican
"grounds:' "Embodiments and
Discmbodiments:' the second panel.
theorized representations of the body
in Gemlan literature and was followed
by the third panel, "Camping
Grounds," which presented papers
renecling current topics from tne
emerging new discipline of Queer
Studies. T;Jlks at this conference delll­
onstnlted many innov;ltive ap­
proaches in German Studies, oflen by
positioning themselves in dialogue
with otner disciplines. as diverse ;IS

Art History. Film Studies. Museum
History, Women's Studies. Drama
Theory, and Lesbian. G:ly and Bi­
sexual Studies.

j •
;C~. I
. ' •

T. Mal)'sik. C Glllldermanll. allll K.
KonJela (from left)

Sponsored by the German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD). the Insti­
tute for German Cultural Studies. and
tnc Society for the Humanities at
Cornell University.



SYMPOSIA

THE MENDELSSOHN FAMILY:
MUSIC, GENDER AND CULTURE IN EARLY 19'"

CENTURY GERMANY

February 21. 1993
A.D. White House and Barnes Hall

Organizer:
Michael Slcinbtrg

Speakers:
Judith Kcllock

Cornell University
Jonathan Knudsen

Wellesley College
i\'lichaci Marrissen
Swarthmore College
Sarah Rothenberg

Bard College
David Sa bean

Cornell University
John Toews

University of Washington
Andrew Willis

Cornell University

Internationally known pianist Sarah Rothenberg has been performing and
lecluring about Fanny Mendelssohn's piano cycle OtiS Jahr; a musical chronical
ora yearoftravcl in Italy. forsomc lime. Her perfonnance was the centerpiece
of this small scaled but broadly targeted symposium. The subject focused on
the intcrrclntion of music. culture and gender in the family and compositional
careers of Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn. A group of histori:lns and
mU)o.icologists presented papers and generated extensive discussions on the
issues of music. gender. and cullure. The Mendelssohn family offers a rich
field for the exploration of cultural and political identity. the history of sentiment
and the emotions. gender formulation and reconfiguration. and aesthetic
experience. Within these contexts, discussions of musical life and musical
production al the symposium took on new possibilities and directions. The
music of Felix Mendelssohn is only beginning to be discussed analytically in
relalion to issues of cullUral formation :md identity. AI the same time, the life
and music of Fanny Mendelssohn arc receiving new anemion for their own
identities and virtues. in relalion 10 bUI no longer in the shadow of the life and
music of her more famous brother.
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Co-sponsored by the New York Slate Council for the Humanities. the Depart­
ment of HislOry, the Society for the Humanities, the Humanities Colloquium.
the Institute for European Studies. Women's Studies and the Department of
Music.

NEW DIRECTIONS IN GERMAN-JEWISH
CULTURAL STUDIES

April 18- 19. 1997
A. D. White House

Organizer:
1\.·1ichacl Steinberg
Cornell University

Speakers:
Leon HOlstein

President of Bard College
David Sorkin

University of Wisconsin. Madison
Scott Spector

University of Michigan
Andres Nader

Graduate Student. Cornell
Anlhony Nassar

Lecturer. Cornell University

,
" -,.

/
,'~...-,.'
~-,

Michael Sieinberg
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This symposium examined German-Jewish
culture of the 19th and 20th centuries. "New
Directions in Gennan-Jewish Cultural Stud­
ies" brought together leading scholars in Ger­
man-Jewish history and senior graduate stu­
dents at Cornell 10 discuss new directions in
the historical conceptualization of German
Jewish cultural history.

Co-sponsored by the Department of History
and the Rose K. Goldsen Fund.



WORKSHOPS

RESTRUCTURING JUS·
TICE IN THE FORMER

GDR

April 13. 1993
Institute for German Cultural

Studies
726 University Ave

Organizer:
John Bornemann

Speakers:
John Uorncmann
Cornell University

Ilona Stolpe
Instilul f[jr Zivilrechl, Berlin

Michael Week
University of Hannover

NEW APPROACHES TO
GERMAN· JEWISH

STUDIES

November 21. 1993
Institute for Genmm CullUral

Studies
726 University Avenue

Organizer:
Michael Steinherg
Cornell University

Participants:
Sander Gilman

Cornell University
Susannah '''ensellc!

Case Western Reserve
Peter Hohcndahl
Cornell University

Eric Santner
Princeton University
Michael Steinberg
Cornell University

THE HOLOCAUST AND
MODERN MEMORY

April 24. 1994
177 Goldwin Smith

Workshop with:
George Masse

University of Wisconsin, Madison
& Andrew D. White Professor-at­

Large

George Mo.ue

VlSUALITY AND
CULTURAL MEMORY:
ABY WARBURG AND

BEYOND

April 2, 1995
A. D. While House

Convened by:
i\'lichacl Stcinocrg
Cornell University
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Participants:
Susan Buck-Morss
Cornell University

1-131 Foster
Cornell Univcrsity
Pctcr Hohcndahl
Corncll UniversilY

Michael Ann Holly
University of Rochester

Keith Moxey
Columbia University
Michael Steinberg
Cornell University

Geoffrey Waite
Cornell University

Co-Sponsored by the Departmenl of
History al Cornell Univcrsity.

THE UBIQUITY OF
TRANSLATION

March 4. 1995
177 Goldwin Smith Hall

Convened by:
Lconard Olschner
Cornell UniversilY

Speakers:
Kofi Agawu

Cornell University
Susan Van Dcventer

Cornell University
David McCann

Cornell University
Lt.'Onard Olschner
Cornell Universily

Stephen Pearl
United Nalions

Michael Steinberg
Cornell University

Co-sponsored by the Society for lhe
Humanities.
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ON THE UNFINISHED
PROJECT OF

ENLIGHTENMENT

November 16- 18. 1995

Workshop with:
Axel Honneth

Freie Universitat Berlin
Participants:

Susan Huck-Morss
Cornell University

Brian Jacobs
Gradumc Student. Cornell
Aglaia Kiarina Kordela

Gradu;lle Sllldent. Cornell
Gcoffrt'y Waile

Cornell Universily
Allen Wood

Cornell Universily

A. Kiari/lll Kordela

Co-sponsored by the Sociely for lhe
Humanilies. and the Departmenl of
Governrm:nt at Cornell University.



COLLOQUIA

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM SPRING 1993
Friday Afternoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:
January 29
Nora Alter

University of Pennsylvania:
"Negotiating German History

Through Vielnam"

February 5
Katltarina Gerstenberger
Graduate Student, Cornell:

"C1aiming a Voice: Language and
Agency in Women's Autobiogra­

phies"

February 19

Harro i\'ltiller
University of Bielefeld! Columbia:

"Hemlcncutik odcr Dekonstruktiun:
Zurn WidcrSlreit zwcicr
[ntcrprctationsweisen..

February 26
Karen Kenkel

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Mass Discourse in the
Wilhclminian Period"

March 5
,Ieffrey Peck

Georgetown University
"The Ethics of Comparison and the

Recourse to Race in the Post­
Unification Debate"

March 12
Richard Wolin
Rice University:

'''Lef, Fascism': George Balail!c
and the Gemmll Conservative

Revolution"

April 9
John Heins

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Sentimental Reading: Musiius'

Richardson Parodies amid Changing
Paradigms of Reading in Late
Eighteenth Century Gemlany"

April 16
Sabine Hake

University of Pittsburgh:
"Bela Balazs and the Politics of the

Filmic Image"

April 23
George Mosse

University of Wisconsin. Madison:
"The Intellectual Productivity of

German-Speaking Jews"

April 30
Arthur Strum

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Aesthetic Authority in Modernity:

Eisenstein, Kluge. Kant"

GERMAN COLLOgUIUM SPRING 1994
Friday Afternoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:
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February 4
Angelika Rauch

Institute for German Cultural
Studies Fellow:

"On the Concepts of Taste and
Tradition: Kant's Mention of

Mllt/enl';/:"

Febmary II
Lawrence Shapiro

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Heimat. Geogr:lphy. and Land­

scape: The Movement for a German
National Park 1890-1910"

Febmary 25
Ilcrnd Huppauf

New York University:
"Whereof Ernst Junger Cannot

Speak. Thereof He Can Also Not Be
Silent: JUnger on the 'Jewish

Question' After World War II"

March 4
Anthony Nassar

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"An That Aspires to the Condition
of Architecture: Rudolf Borchardt's

Essay Vill(j"

March II
."rederick Beiser
Yale Uniwrsity:

"The Political Philosophy of Early
German Romanticism"

March 18
Cathy Gclbin

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"The Role of Judaism in the Novels

of Elisabeth Langgasser"

April 15
Michael W. Jcnnin~s
Princeton University:

"Everyone His Own Football: The
Figuration of Social Spacc in Berlin

Dada Photomontagc"

April 22
Jeffrey Schneider

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Military Secrets! Military Scan­

dals: The Scxual Discourse on
Military Secrecy. 1890-1914"

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM FALL 1994
Frid:lY Afternoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:

September 9
Azade Seyhan

Bryn Mawr College:
"The Experience and Representa­

tion of the Foreign in Modern
Gemlan Culture"

24

September 23
Urian Jacobs

Graduate Student, Cornell:
"The Character and the Characters

of K:mtian Anthropologies"



Cktober 7
Andrew Hewitt
SUNY, Buffalo:

'11lc Philosophy of Masculinism:
Race, Sexuality, and Masculine

Identity"

CklOber 14
Dorothea "on Miicke
Columbia Uni"ersity:

"Uncanny Doubles: 1lle Economy
of Pleasure in Romantic Phantaslic

Literature"

November 4
Wolfgang Nailer

University of Kentucky:
'''The war has made geographers of

us all:' Mapping Gennan Social
Space between the WaN"

December 2:
Max Pensk}'

SUNY. Binghampton:
"'The Limits of Solidarity: Collec­

live Memory and the Di~oursc

Ethic"

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM SPRING 1995
Friday Aftemoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:

February 10
Julia Wagner

Graduate Student, Comell:
"Mimesis & Kinesthesia: Eurythmy

as 'Obersinnlichc
Nachahmungskunst'"

February 2..1
Vera Pohland

Institute for Gennan Cultural
SlUdies Fellow:

"Kafka's Tmnsgressions: Wriling,
the Body and Disease"

March 10
Urad Prager

Graduate Student. Comell:
"Wenher Was a Square: Semiolic
Reel,lOglcs in German Eightcenth

Century Thought"
March 31

lVloishe I)oslone
Uni,'ersity of Chicago:

"Hislorical Time and Resurgence of
Memory"

April 14
Suzanne Stewart
Comell UniversilY:

''The Sublime Politics of Masoch·
ism"

May 5
Cianin 6 faolain

Graduate Student. Comell:
"Politics of Space in Christa Wolf:

Or, Situation of the Writer in a Tighl
Squeezc"

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM FALL 1995
Friday Aftemoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:
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Septcmber 15
Susan Gustafson

Univcrsity of Rochester:
"Abject Fathers and Suicid<ll Sons:

Lessing's Phi/o((/s"

October 13
Thollllls Y. Levin

Princeton Univcrsity:
"lconology at the Movies:
Panofsky's Film Theory"

Cktober 27
Lilhillc Weissberg

Univcrsity of Pcnnsylvania:
"Circulating Inmgcs: NOles on the

Photographic Exch<lnge"

Liliane Weissberg

November 3
Thomas Lampert

Graduatc Student. Comell:
"Weber: 'Objectivity' as Gesture"

Novcmber 10

Kizcr Walker
Graduate Student. Cornell:

"Movemem, Stasis. Shock: On
Benjamin and Some Problems of

the First World War"

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM SPRING 1996
Friday Afternoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:

February 9
Rahel Hahn

Institute for German Cultural
Studies Fellow:

"On Loving Your Enemy: Alterity
and Thermltizalion in Postrnodern

Ethics"

26

March 15
"uscal Grosse

Graduate Student. Frec University.
Berlin:

"Between Privacy and Publicness:
Africans from the Colonies in

Germ<lny. 1885- 1940"



March 29
William Rasch

Indiana University:
'The Latest Connict of the Facul­

ties: On the Necessary Antagonism
Between Theory and Culturc

Studies"

April 26
Ru~1I Berman

Stanford Univcrsity:
"The Statc of Cultural Studies after

the Unification"

May 3
Barbara l\Ienncl

Graduate Student, Cornell:
"Masochism: Feminist Rewor~dngs"

GERMAN COLLOQUIUM FALL 1996
Friday Afternoons al 3:00
lSI Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:

September 20
Rudolphl' Gasche

SUNY. Buffalo:
"Of Mere Form: On Kant's

Allah,;/" of the Beallt;fur

October 18
Christian Gundermann

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"The Grcy-Haired YOUlh is Hope­
lessly 1-IUln<'mislic - Or: Enlighten­
ment and Usage in Hubcn Fiehte's

'Eulogistic Epiloguc' to thc
Modernist Spectrc of the Black

Man"
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Novcmber I
Aglaia Kiarina Kordela

Graduatc Studcnt. Cornell:
"Thc Gift of Poison"

November [5
Patricia Hcrminghous<.'
University of Rochester

·'Racc. Gender and Revolution in the Antilles:
German Imerests in the Caribbean"

Rllllolphe Ga.Khe

GERMAN COLLOgUIUM SPRING 1997
Friday Afternoons at 3:00
181 Goldwin Smith Hall

Speakers:

February 7
Sara Lennox

University of Massachusetts:
"White Ladies and Dark Continents

in Ingcborg Bachmann's
Todesar/ell"

March 7
Barh:lfll Hahn

Princeton University:
"Driven ;md Inspired: Debates on
Male ,md Female Intellectuality in

Turn-of-the-Century Germany"

March 28
Eleanor Courtemallche

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"NarimwfOkonomie. Freytag's Soil

III/(I Habell. and the Geist of
Capitalism"

April 11
Brian Jacobs

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Kant's Invention of Subject

Autonomy"
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April 25
Andn.is Nader

Graduate Student. Cornell:
"Poems in the Concentration

Camps"

Alldres Nader

May 2
Volker Mertens

Freie Universitat Berlin:
"Concepts of Gender in the Writings

of Medicval Male Mystics: Saint
Bernard. Heinrich Seusc"



LECTURES

April 18. 1994
177 Goldwin Smith

~Iichael Pauen
Fellow al the In~litute of Gennan

Cull ural Studies:
"Dramatics and Despair: Secondary
Pessimism around the Tum of the

Century"

September 29. 199-4
177 Goldwin Smith

Urunhild de la Motte
London

"Germany - An Arranged Marriage"

Co-sponsored by the Depanment of
German Sludiesm Cornell University

jells Reich

October 24. 1995
A.D. White House

Jens Reich
Max-Dclbriid: Center for Molecular

Medicine. Berlin

'"The Cullure Clef!: Germany Five
Years After Unification"

Co-sponsored by Kulturpolili<;che,
InSlilul der Uni\'crsilat Bremen

Hartmut Hiil/me

November 8. 1996
Kaufmann Auditorium

Hartmu( BOhme
Humboldt-Universiltil. Berlin

"Two Faces of Ugh!: the Tradition
and Significance of Light in Curren!

Technology and An"

November 19. 1996
Peter De""S

University of E~!>Cx

"Di~enchantmentand the Persis­
tence of Evil: Habcrmas and

German Ideali~m"

Co-sponsored by the Society for the
Humanities.
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February 4. 1997
A. D, While House

Cern Ozdcmir
Member of the German Parliarnem

"Germany a Mullicultured Country?
Problems and Perspectives from the

Viewpoint of a Turkish-Gcmwn
Politician"

Co-sponsored by the Illstitut fUr Kul­
lurwi ssenschaft Iiche DeUlschlandst u­
dien. Universitiit Bremen,

CO-SPONSORED LECTURES

November 12, 1992
Carol Poore

Brown University
"1 mages and Realities of Disability

in Gemwny Today"

Sponsored by Palldiimonium Ger­
manicum. the Institute for German
Cultural Studies. and the Institute for
European Studies

April 1. 1996
John Felsliner

"Paul Celan: Poct. Survivor, Jew"
Mary FelSliner

"To Paint Her Life; Charlolle
Salomon in the Nazi Era"

30

Sponsored by the Society for the Hu­
manities, the Department of English.
the Department of Modern Lan­
guages. the Program for Jewish Stud­
ies. and the Institute for German Cul­
tural Studies.

March 25
Inge Stephan

Humboldt-University. Berlin
"1m Zeichen dcr Sphinx:

Psychoanalytischer und literarischer
Diskurs tiber Weiblichkeil urn 1900"

Sponsored by the Department of Ger­
man Studies and the Institute for Ger­
man Cultural SlUdies.



FACULTY EXCHANGE

CORNELL UNIVERSITY· HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITAT ZU
BERLIN· FACULTY EXCHANGE

The object of Ihis agrcemenl is 10 strenglhen academic cooperation and ex­
change belween lhe IWO unjversilies in recognilion of the con-.cquent mU(ual
benefits. 1lle exchangces can be in residence for sooner visits as well as for
an entire academic lenn.

!)anicipanIS thus far in the exchange progmrn include:

Bertin professors
Rudiger Stcinlcin
Harimul Ilohmc
Ingcborg Stephan

Cornell professors
Peter Hohcndahl

Uiddy i\lartin
I)a\'id Bathrick

The program as it is presently SCt up is anticipated 10 be valid for five years.

A. D. IVhiu' House
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SUMMER SEMINARS

THEORIZING THE
PUBLIC SPHERE

JUllC- July. 1994

Director:
Peler Hllhcndahl
Cornell University

Speakers:
Peler Katzenstein
Cornell University

Dominick LaCapnl
Cornell University

Bidd}' Martin
Cornell University

The rCl;cnt Iranshllion of Jilrgcn
Habermas' cla.~sical study The Struc­
IUfal Transformario" of 'he Pllblic
Sphere into English has renewed the
debate about the nature and signifi­
c:mce of the public and publicity (Of­
fentlichkeit), about public communi­
cation and the media. [t has also re­
opened the question of the meaning
of literature and the arts in the public
sphere. The discussion has centered
around the history of the public sphere
in modem society and its relevance
for contemporary culture and politics.
This seminar dealt with contemporary
as well as historical subjects, among
them the relevance of class, gender
and race for the construction of the
public sphere. It explored the possi­
bility and limits of a unified public
sphere as well as Ihe conflicts and ten­
sions between particular public
realms. Moreover. the discussions
focused on the public nature of cul­
tural institutions in advanced indus­
trial societies as well as Ihe characler
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of public communication under the
conditions oflhe new mass media. The
reading concentrated on three seminal
lex IS. namely Hannah Arendt's The
Humall Conditiol/. Jijrgen Habcrmas'
The Slr/lefl/ral TransJon1ul/ioll oj the
Public Sphere. and Oskar Negt and
Alexander Kluge·s Public Spllue mit!
£l:periena. The seminar also included
readings from the writings of Reinhart
Kosel1eck. Richard Sennett. Hannah
Pitkin, Judith Butler. Andrew Amto.
and Je:lIl Cohen. Special allention was
given 10 Ihe recent debate about the
history and function of the public
sphere. collected in Craig Calhoun's
volume Habermas and Ihe Public
~ (1992) with contributions
(among others) by Thomas McCarthy.
Seyla Benh..bib, Nancy Fraser. Gcoff
Eley, Keith Baker, and Michael War­
ner. The historical dimension included
Germany. France. England. and the
United States.

MASOCHISM: AN
INTRODUCTION TO

FREUD STUDIES

•

Sander Gilman



June 26- Augu<;;( 18. 1995
Director:

Sander L. Gilman
Cornell University

Speakers:
Monika Treut

Filmmaker
Otto Kernlx'rg
Psychoanalysl
Biddy Martin

Cornell UniversilY
Edc Sanlner

Princelon University
Louis Sass

Clinical Psychoiogisl

Masochism has become a fashionable
label when applied 10 contemporary
events in the new Germany. But whal
is masochism and how has it evolved
a~ a concept since the late 19th cen­
lllry? This seminar used the develop­
ment of masochism, from the liter'MY
and hh,lorical works of Leopold von
Sacher-Masoch through Freud's re­
slnlcturing of the concept to its criti­
cal appropriations today, tOlrack both
the developmenl of Freud Studies as
an arena of research, as well as mas­
ochism as a mean~ of understllnding
the restnlclUring of cultural construc­
tions in modem Gemlany.

Co-..ponsored by the Geml:m Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD)
and the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

CINEMA IN NAZI
GERMANY

June 24- Augusl 2. 1996

Director:

Da\'id Bathrick
Cornell Univer<iity

Speaker:
Eric Rentschler

University of California

"Cinema in Nalj Gemlany" explored
the politics of lilm in the Third Reich
within the broader contexi of an
emerging entertainment indu';try.
Drawing on rccent scholarship aboul
everyday life under Nazism, this semi­
nar focused on a ~elect number of
musicals, comedies, love ~torics and
historicallilms, "'ome of "hich were
made precisely in order to take one's
mind off the Iribulations of war or
even the politics of c\cl)day life. In
examining the politics and practices
of Nazi cinema. comparison,; were
drawn to German cinematic produc­
tion prior to and ~ucceeding lhis pe_
riod as well as cinematic develop_
ments in other countries (USA,
USSR) during the same period.

Co-sponsored by the German Aca­
demic Exchange Service (DAAD)
and the Nalional Endowment for Ihe
Humanities.

Eric Rentschler
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THE PLACE AND ROLE OF GERMAN STUDIES IN
NORTH AMERICA

16 June - 25 July. 1997

Director:
')('Ier lIohendahl

During the last decade we have witnessed significant transitions in the field
of German Studies in America. Both its theoretical and methodological foun­
dations have undergone remarkable changes. These transformations raise a
number of important questions about the history and the present struclUre of
the institution of German Studies in America from the point of view of the
German tradition: on the other hand. the seminar examined the "English con­
nection:' i.e.. the interconnection between English Literature and/or Ameri­
can Studies :,md Gerlll{/ni~·lik. The seminar :lIS0 explored the institutional as
well as the theoretical and methodological level. Its ultimate goal was 10
situate the development of German Studies in America wilhin Ihe conlext of
the Amcrican acadcmy.

Co-sponsored by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).

Peter HnhelldaIJ/
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FELLOWS IN RESIDENCE

Angclika Rauch. firsl fellow of the Institute for
German Cullural SlUdies came to Cornell in 1992
as leclUrer from Minnesota where ,he t3ught in the
depanmcms of Comp3t3ti\'c Literature and Ger­
man at the University of MinnesOla and at
Macalcstcr College. Angelika received her Ph.D.
from the University ofMinncSQI:l in 1989 and com­
pleted her S/(/l/fsexamen in English and Geogra­
phy al the University of Munich. She has taught at
Alfred University as Visiting A"j'tant Professor
and as AssiMatll Professor of German at Hoban

Angelika Rallc" and William Smith Colleges.

During her fellowship ;11 Comell. in the years 1993/
94, she worked on her book on Walter Benjamin entitled History or Tr.1di­
ilim1 which was published by Syracuse Unh'ersily Press in 1996. In her re­
search. Rauch tries 10 rethink the rel:uion between hislOry. memory. and lan­
guage. with a particular inlerest in lhe role of emotion in memory and con­
structions of history and tradition. She approaches these issues from a psy_
choanalytical poinl of view as well as through the history of aesthetics and
philosophy. Parts of her work have appe:Lrl:d in article form in 1996 issues of
Representations and ML..t!. Her latest project is a related book on the history
of melancholia in which she tries 10 rescue melalll:holy from pathology and
rc-assess il as a necessary sensitivilY for historical consciou~ness. Apart from
her philosophical intere~ts. Rauch conlinues to write on Ingeborg Bachmann
and other post-war women authors who combine a self-reflective writing slyle
with an analysis of political culture. She has published articles on Bachmann
and on feminism in Gennan QuwerJy. Cullural Critique. and Literature and
r..;ychQI0I:Y. Literary criticism and aeslhelic theory in Gennan Enlighten_
ment and early Romanticism are Angelika.·s special area of scholarship in the
Gcnnanic tmdition.

Michael PailI'll

Michael I)auen joined lhe Institute for German
Cultur.ll Studies as a fellow in 1994. His research
focuses on aeSlhctic~ and Gennan inlellectual his­
tory. He has written various essays on topics in­
cluding lhe rchllion between Adomo and LYOlard.
psychological aesthelics in late 19'" cemury. and
on Ludwig Klages' influence on Waller Benjamin.
Michael Pauen studied Gemlan liter..lIure. philoso­
phy. and HislOry of the Arts in Marburg and Fmnk­
fun. After he recci\'ed his Ph.D.. he worked as a
lecturer at Marburg Universily. In 1993. Michael
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Pauen was a visiting professor at the Institute for Advanced Study in the Hu­
m'lIlities at the University of Massachusetls, Amherst. His latest book.
Dithyrambiker des Umerl:anl:s, concentrates on Gno~tic thinking in modern
aesthetics and culture criticism, especially on Ludwig Klages. Marlin
Heidegger. Ernst Bloch. and Theodor Adorno. [n spite of their fundamental
political differen.:es. these authors show certain common char:.lct~ri~ticswhich
can be considered to be specifically gnostic. This is true for thei~ dualistic
tendencies. for the idea of salvation which is present at least as an undercur­
rent in these theories. but il is also tnlc for their rejection of the public opin­
ion, the fundamental criticism of the idea of progress in society and politics.
and finally the distrusl in sciemific knowledge.
Presently. Michael is working on a book on the emergence of pessimism in
German literature and philosophy in the late 19'" and early 20'" century. An
carly draft of thi~ work was presented in 1994 at the Instiulle of German Cul­
tural Studies and in 1995 at the MLA conference in Chicago. Michael is now
employed at the University of Marburg as Pr;l'(ll f)ozefll.

Vera Pohl:U1d. Institute for German Culturi.ll Studies
fellow for Spring 1995. is an independent scholar with
an interdisciplinary focus on literature. medicine and cul­
tural studies. [n her scholarly works. she has concen­
trated on the representation of dise:lse in late nineteenth
and early twentieth century literature. especially Ger­
man literature. Her current research is on Franz Kafka:
his writing and the illness (tuberculosis> whidl ultimately

Vera Poh/wrd resulted in his death. In her analysi~, she examine~

Kafka's perception of writing. of the body and disease.
and the ways they combine with sociohistorical discourses and are inscribed
in his works.
Vera Pohland studied in Vienna and Heidelberg and received her Ph.D. from
Heidelberg University in 1984. During her stay in Heidelberg, she taught
German literature classes in German as a second language at Heidelberg
University's Studienkolleg. [n 1984. as a representative of Heidelberg Uni­
versity and a DAAD lecturer of Gennan literature. ~he was sent to Beijing
Foreign Studies University in China. She was invited to present a paper on
"Literature and Dise:lse" at the fir~t Chinese Comparative Literature Confer­
ence in Shenzhen, China. Three ye;lrs later she came with her husband to
Cornell University where she was given a Visiting Fellow appointment in the
Department of German Studies. With the support of Professor Sander Gilm<ln.
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Pohland organized a conference on Disease and Medicine in Modern German
Cultures and co-edited the results in a book published in the Western Societ­
ies Papers of Cornell.
In 1992. shl: returned to China where she taught Gcrm.m language at the
Goethe-Institute Beijing and a year later at Beijing Foreign Studies Univer­
sity. under the aegis of DAAD,

Rahel!.. C. Hahn. Visiting Fellow for the
1995/96 academic year, studies represen­
tations of the human body in 161h century
and post-WWII German literature and cul­
ture from an interdisciplinary and histori­
cal-comparative perspective. She is cur­
rently working on "The Other of Language
and the Human Body: (self) Represellta­
tion. Simulation. and Trauma," a book­
length study that examines how autobio­
graphical narratives try to represent the
human body in crisis and fail. Hahn :lr­
gUl:' that the problem of representing the

Rahe/ Hallll body in crisis testifies to a relation between
that which is beyond langu<lge and that

which i.' said or not said but nonetheless sayable. Drawing on selected con­
cepts in psychoanalysis, historiography. Christian theology. and Jewish thought.
she wants to show how and why that relation is not and can no longer be
housed in nomJative discourses on God.
From 1986 to 1992 R'lhel Hahn pursued graduatc studies as a Mellon Fellow
in German Studies at Cornell. where she received her doctorate with :l disser­
tation entitled Wjmessing Disease: Autobiographies of AIDS and Syphilis in
lQlII...an.d...2Q1II Century Gemlanv. More recently. she has taken up selected is­
sues from Holocaust Studies. Film Studies. and Gender Studies that speak to
the question which drives her work. From 1992-95 Hahn was employed as
Assistant Professor at Rhodes College in Memphis. TN. When her position
was convened from tenure-track to non-tenure track in order to keep up with
market demands, she resigned.
Hahn is a member of the MLA Committee on Academic Freedom. Profes­
siOllal Right" and Responsibilities.
She has presented her work in the form of anicles. papers. and guest lectures
at conferences. workshops. and other professional meeting:--.
Rahel Hahn is presently studying theology at the Lutheran seminary in
Chicago.
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STEERING COMMITTEES

The following faculty members of Cornell University served on the Steer­
ing Committee of the Institute for G'-flll:!n Cultural Studil.'S.

1993-95:
David Bathrick, Susan Buck-Morss. Isabel Hull. Michael Steinberg, and

James Webster.

1995-96:
David Bathrick. Sus.m Buck-Morss. Isabel Hull. Biddy Martin. Arthur

Groos. and Allen Wood.

1996·97:
Leslie Adelson, Werner Guhner, Arthur Groos. Biddy Martin. Jonathan

Monroe. and Michael Steinberg.

Leslie Addson
Dr. Leslie Adelson has been a Professor in the Department of German Studies
at Cornell since 1996. She teaches contemporary German literature as well as
feminist and posll'olonial theories of culture. Before corning to CornelL Dr.
Adelson taught at Ohio State University from 1982 until 19% and as Visiting
Professor:ll the University of California at Irvine in 1986. In her research she
focuses on minority discourses in postwar Germany. especially those con­
cerning Jews and Turks. and on interdisciplinary German cultural studies.
Most recently she has published Makin~ Bodies, Makin~ History: Feminism
and German Identity (University of Nebraska Press, 1993). Her first book
(Rodopi. 1984) was the first scholarly monograph to deal with the literary
prose of Botho Strauss.
She has served on the Editorial Board for the Women in German Yearbook
since 1986 and for the German Cuanerly and has been a Contributing Editor
for New Gemlan Critique since 1983. She also served on the Executive Com­
mince of the MLA Division on 20th century Gennan literature from 1992­
1996. In 1994 the MLA awarded her the Aldo & Jeanne Scaglione Prize for
Outstanding Scholarly Study in the Field of Gcmlanic Languages and Litera­
tures (for Makinc Bodies. Makinc History). For her overall contributions to
the fidd of postwar Genllan cull ural studies she received the DAAD Prize for
Distinguished Scholarship in 1996. Dr. Adelson al.~o held Alex:mder von
Humboldt Research Fellowships in 1987 and 1992.

David Uathrick
Dr. David Bathrick, Professor in the Dep:u1ment of German Studies and Chair
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of the Department of Theater. Film and Dance at Cornell. teaches 20'h century
Gennan cuhure, literature. M>Cial theory. and cinema, Beforecoming to Cornell
in 1987, Dr. Bathrick taught mthe University of Wisconsin at Madison from
1970 through 1987. at SL Xavier College and at Goodman School of Dmma
from 1%9 to 1970. He received his Ph,D. from the University of Chicago in
1970. In 1983. he taught as a Visiting Professor at the Frcie Universitat in
Berlin after having been ao IREX Exchange Professor m the Humboldt Uni­
versity in East Berlin in the Fall of 1982.
His research interests include GDR literature, drama and theater of Brecht.
literature and social theory, Gennan film. Nazi film. and cultural studies. His
latest book, The Powers or Speech: The Politics of Cuhure in tbe GDR was
published in 1995 by the University of Nebraska Press. He is a founding
cdilOr of New German Criliquc and a member of the edilOriaJ board of lli.il.:.
!JiJ.ks, Dr. Bmhrick was also Fellow at the Society for the Humanities at
Comell University in 1990 and a Vilas Associate and Fellow at the In~;(itute

for Research in Humanities at the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 1985
and 1975, respectively.

Susan Uuck·i\1orss
Dr. Susan Buck-Morss teaches topics relating to the Critical Theory of the
Fr.mkfurt School in the Department of Government at Cornell. She received
her Ph.D. from Georgetown University. Her research focuse~ primarily on
political, critical and social theory. Her major publications include The Ori­
gin or Negati\'e Dialectics: Thcodor W. Adorno. \V. Benjamin and the Frank­
run Institute (Free Press. 1979) and The Dialectics or Seeing; W. Benjamin
And the Arcadia projeci (MIT Press 1989). She has received both the
MacArthur grant and a DAAD gmnt twice.

Werner Gohner
Dr. Werner Gohner. Professor in the Department of Architecture at Cornell
since 1975. teaches architecture, urban design. and architeclUrallheory. He
received his Dipl.lng. from University of Karlsruhe in 1970 and his Masterof
Architecture degree from Cornell University in 1973. Dr. Gohner studied at
the Ecole Nationale Superieur des Beaux Ans in Paris on a DAAD scholar­
ship. He also taught al Univer:-.ity of Karbruhe and as Visiting Professor at
the University of Texas in Austin and Arlington. at MIT and RSDI. Professor
Gohner's research projects include The Impaci of Teleco!Dmunicalion Tech­
ooloj;y 00 the COlltempor.lry Cit)' and Urban Space. and The Museum in Pis­
lress: CullurJI praclices in and around the Mu~eum. His latest anicle "Berlin
Holocaust Memorial: Probing the Limils of Architectural Representation"
was published in The Cornell Journal of Arcbitcrture in 1996.
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Arthur Groos
Dr. Arthur Groos, Professor in the Department of German Studies since 1973,
and currently Chair, received his Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1970. From
1969-73 he I<lught at the University of California at Los Angeles and as Visit­
ing Professor at the Universitat Paderborn in 1982. Dr. Groos' research fo­
cuses on medieval and early modem literature and cullllre as well as German
and Italian opera. with excursions illlO the Gocthezeit. Science Fiction. and
history of science and medicine. His latest book Romancin~ the Grail:Genre.
Science and. Ouest in Wolfram's "Parzival" . was published by Cornell Uni­
versity Press in 1995. A Cambridge Opera Guide on Wagner's Tristan und
Isolde is nearing completion. and a monograph on Puccini's Madama 8utter­
fix is well along.
He received the ASCAP (American Society ofCorn posers. Authors and Pub­
lishers)-Deems Taylor Award in 1993, a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship
in 1980 and a Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship in 1979. He has been co­
editor of the Cambridge Doer:t Journal since 1989. and editor of Cambrid~e
Opcra MOllographs since 1994. Since co-founding the Centro studi Giacomo
Puccini (Lucca) in 1996. he has served on its Board of Directors and wilt co­
edit a planned Bolletil1o del Centro studi Giacomo puccini as well as collabo­
rate on a critical edition of Puccini's correspondence.

lIiddy t\'lartin
Dr. Biddy Martin completed her Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin at M:ldi­
son in 1985 and has been a faculty member al Cornell since 1984. She is a
professor in the Departments of German Studies and Womens Studies and
served as Chair of German Studies from 1994-1996. In 1996. she was ap­
pointed Associate Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences at Cornell Univer­
sity. Dr. Martin teaches feminist theory. [ate 19th and 20th century Gernlan
literature. and social theory. In [990 she received the Clark Teaching Award
for excellence in teaching from the College of Arts and Sciences.
In her research she concentrates on contemporary feminist theory and criti­
cism, IUrn-of-the-century literature and culture, and on psychoanalysis and its
critics. Her recent publicmions include Womcn and Modernity: The (Life)
StylesQr LQU Andreas-Salome (Cornell. 1991), :md Femininity Played Strai~hl

(Routledge, 1996). Dr. Mallin also wrote an introduction to the PMLA spe­
cial issue on ''The Teaching of Literature." She is currently collaborating
with Dr. Carol Maxwell Miller on a book project that examines constructions
of childhood and approaches tQ childhood psychopathology from the tum of
the last celllury to the present. Apart from serving on the steering commiuee
of the Institute for German Cultural Studies, she is a member of the sleering
comminee for Women·s Studies and the Director for Graduate Studies for
Lesbian. Bisexual. and Gay Studies.
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Jonathan Monroe
Dr. Jonathan Monroe ha~ been a faculty member in the Depanrnent of Com­
pam!l\e Lilemture at Cornell since 1984. He also sene<! as DirectOl" of the
John S. Knighl Wriling Progmm from 1992-95 and re,umed this appointment
In 1996 (until 1999). He recei\'ed hi.. Ph.D. from the Uni\ersity of Oregon in
1983. Al Cornell. Dr. Monroe teach~ modem and corllempor.uy poetry (in
Gennan. English. French. and Spamsh), contcmpornry literJ.ture. Romanticism,
Modernism. PO'lmodernism. cultoml sludie.... critical lheory, Marxi ... l and re­
ceplion lheory: interdi!'>Ciplinary studies, .md wriling aero,s the disciplines.

Hi1>current works-in-progress arc ~p(Jr<lry Poetry and Cultuml Criticism'
PoctO' amol]~ the DigQurws. Wrj!in~ al Cornell; An InsljluljO[Jill Hjslory, ilnd
Revi,>jnl: the Dj,dpliocs. Dr. Monroe's recent publications include "Between
Ideologies and a Hard Place: Ham Magnus Enzensberger's Utopian Pragma­
ti,! Poetics." in Studic.. in Twentieth-CenluQ Literature (winter 1997): special
editor. "Poetl), Community. Movement"· (Diacritics double i.....ue. falVwinter
1996): "Poetry. the Unl\ersit)'. and the Culture of Distraction:' "Syntextural
hl\estigations" and ·'Poetf)'. Communi!). Mo\ement: A Con\ersalioo" (\I, ith
Charles Bernstein. Ann Lauterbach. and Buh Perelm.IO). in "Poetry, Commu­
nity. Mmcmcnt"' (Diacritic,. falV\I,inler 1996). a... \l,.ell a... recent or fonhcom­
ing poetry publica!lon in Diacritic,.~. Kiosk. and~. Dr. Monroe,
Gt.'Orge Reed Profe,sor of Wriling and Rhetoric since 1993. was poet in resi­
dence at the Virginia Cenler for the Creative Ans in the fall of 1995.

Michael Steinberg
Dr. Michael Sleinberg. Associale Profe!."or in the Dcpanment of History al

Cornell. teaches modem Euro~an cultural and intellectual history. social and
cultural theory :md litcr.lture. Before coming to Cornell in 1989. he taught at
Colgale University from 1986 through [989. He also taughl as Visiling Pr0­
fessor at Ecole de'> Hautes en Science.. Sociales in Paris in 1991. and at Na­
tional Tsinghua Uni\t~rsity in Taiwan in 199~. In the fall of 1995 he wa..
Visiting Professor in the Divinity School at the Uni\eNity of Chicago and in
Ihe spring of 1996 he was cJas... of 1932 Fellow of the Council of the Humani­
ties and in the Germ'lD Department al Princeton Univer~ilY.

In his currenl research, he focuses on GemKm-Jewish hislory, and the role of
lTlu1<>ic and musical life in modern society with particular reference 10 the cuI­
luml history of subjeclivity. His publications include The Mcaoi@ of the
Salzburl: Feslival; Au.. tria <IS Theatcr& Ideolo~)' (Cornell. 1990). Walter Ben­
jamin and the Demand.. of History (Cornell. 1996). and a translation with an
interprelive essay of Aby Warbur~'s Inw~c,> from the Rcgion of the Pueblo
Indians of Nonh America (Comell. 1995). He is Associate Editor of~
Musical Quarterly.
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James Webster
Dr. James Web~lcr, Goldwin Smith Professor in the Department of Music.
received his Ph.D. from Princeton University and has been at Cornell Univer­
sity .,ince 1971. He has taught as Visiting Professor at Brandeis University
(1981), Columbia University (1988). and in Germany at Freiburg Unh'ersity
(1993). His areas of expertise include 18th· and 19th-century music hislOry.
Haydn. Beethoven. Brahms. opera buffa. music theory and analysis. histori­
ography and criticism. and editorial practice. He has recently published
Haydn's "Farewell" Symphony and the Idea of Classical Style (Cambridge
University Press. 1991). He also edited Opera Buffa in Mozart's Vicnna (forth.
coming 1997). Cambridge University Press. and contributed "The Analysis
of Mozart's Arias:· in Cliff Eisen. cd .. Mozart Studies published by Oxford
University Press (1991).
In 1965-66 and 1966-67 he received a Fulbright Fellowship. a N.E.H.
Senior Research Grant in 1978-1979. and from 1992-93 he held a
Guggenheim Fellowship. In 1977. he was awarded the Alfred Eimaein
Award, and in 1992 Ihe 0110 Kinkeldey Award from the American Musico­
logical Society,

Allen Wood
Dr. Allen Wood. Professor in the Department of Philosophy was a faculty
member al Cornell University from 1968 until 1996. He received his Ph.D. at
Yale University in 1968. He also taught al the University of Michigan :md at
the University of California. San Diego as Visiting Professor in 1973 and
1986. respectively. His teaching and research intere.~ts include topics con­
cerning Ethics. Social and Politic:l1 Philosophy. Philosophy of Religion. Meta­
physics. and Aesthetics.
In 1990. Dr. Wood publi.,hcd HC'lel's Ethical Thou'lht (Cambridge Univer­
sity Press). I-Ie also edited Hegel: Elements of the Philosophy of Ri~ht (Cam­
bridge University Press. 1991). as well as Rcli~ion and Rational Theology I
Immanuel Kalll (Cambridge Unive0.ity Press. 1996). He has served as Editor
in Chief for the Phjlosophi(;al Review (1983-84 and 1987-89) and has been a
member of the editorial board of KantslUdien since 1984. [n 1983. Dr. Wood
received the 1S. Guggenheim Fellowship.
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DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE

I)eter we Hohend~hl

Dr. Peler Uwe Hohcndahl. Jacob Gould Schurman Profcswr in the depan­
meniS of Germ:l." Studies and Comparalive LiteralUre at Cornell since 1977.
has been the Din..'Clor of the InSlilUlc for Gennan Cu[tur.l.1 5lUdics since 1992.
In 1981- 1986 he served as Chair of the Department of Gcmlan Studies. He
tcaches literary theory a:. well as 17"'· 19lh century German literature and illlel­
leclual history. He also l:l.ught at the Wa:.hington Univer:.ilY in Missouri from
196810 1977. as Visiting Professor at the University of Hamburg (1974). and
at the Freic Univcrsital Berlin (1976). ,I), Visiting Fellow:lt the University of
Bielefeld (1981 and 1987). and at the University of Padcrbom (1990).
Dr. Hohendahr:. research interests include 18110

• early 20'" century German
liter.Jture. and compar.llivc liler.lture. His latesl book Pri,maljc ThQugh!:
Thcodor \Y, Adorno was published by the University of ebra:.ka Pre"s in
1995, Olher books by Dr. Hohcndahl include Geschichle - Onpo::.iljon _Sub­
\'cn:ion: StudieD lU[ LileralU[ des 19. Jahrhundens (Bohlau. 1993). .Ik!m::
praj-.al..: Shining Alignments in Poslwar C[!IIeal TheoO' (Comell UniversilY
Press. 1991). and Buildjng a Nalional Liter.llure. the Case of Germany 183Q.
illQ. tr.Jnslated by Renale Baron (Cornell University Press. 1989). He has
:11~o edited Hejnrich Heine and the Occjdent ; Multiple Idemilic:-. Multiple
Reception... with Sander L. Gilman (University of Nebrask:1 Press. 1991) and
GC...dli(,:hte der deulschelJ Ljteralurkriljk <IVO-1980l (J.B. Metzler. 1985).
Dr. Hohcndahl ha:. been the Editor of Modern GcmKlO Literatyre jl!ld Cullure
and Probleme der Djchlung since 1988 and 1986. respeclively. He has also
been Co-Editor of New German CClique since 1979. In 1975n6 he held a
Re..ident Grant from the Thyssen Foundation. and was a Guggenheim Fellow
in 1983/1984.



STAFF

Marianne McKim. Administrative Assistam for the Institute from it.~ begin­
ning until 1994.

Marianne McKim

Julia Stewart. Administrative Assist'lIlt for the Institute since October 1994.

Julia Stewart

The Administrative Assistenl organizes and over:-cc~ all events sponsored by
the Institute of German Cultural Studies. The Assi.~lcnt also provides secre­
tarial and accounting support for the Institute and coordinales fund raising
activities. Additionally. she serves as editor of the bi-scmesterly newsletter of
the Institute, German Culture News.
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