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This historical blog is in recognition o f the 150th anniversary 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association (1863-2013).

Dr. John Murray, one of Cornell’s most loyal veterinary alumni, died early today. He 
was ninety-eight.

Born of hearty Irish stock on a farm near Addison, Pennsylvania, John spent two 
years at Alfred College, then applied to the veterinary college at Cornell. After 
waiting for several months without a response, he traveled to Ithaca one Saturday 
morning and had an impromptu meeting with Dean William Hagan.

Three months later, his father 
carried a letter into the tannery 
where he was working. “My fingers 
were trembling when I opened that 
letter and read the opening lines, 
‘We are pleased to inform you that 
you have been accepted.’ That 
letter changed my life forever”, he 
recalled during a conversation in 
2007.

Following graduation in 1939, he 
spent a year as Instructor in 
Surgery at Cornell’s large animal 
clinic then started a general 
practice in the rural community of 
Painted Post. He was a capable and 
innovative practitioner, and a good 
surgeon.

Dr. Murray became active in the local veterinary association and, in 1970, served 
as president of the New York State Veterinary Medical Society. John and his first 
wife, Agnes, raised three children, John, Martin (“Mickey”) and Mary Agnes, and 
were active in the local community until she unfortunately succumbed to 
Alzheimer’s.

Retiring after four decades in practice, Dr. Murray and his second wife, Marion, 
spent their summers in southern New York, relocating to Florida during the winter
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months where he enjoyed golf and fishing.

Dr. Murray served as the quintessential ambassador for Cornell, participating on 
the Cornell University Council. As chairman of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s fund raising committee, he never asked others to contribute more than 
himself. University President Frank H. T. Rhodes named him a Foremost 
Benefactor of the university in 1980 and the college’s John D. Murray 
Lecture Hall was named in his honor.

Though Dr. Murray’s later years were punctuated by sadness with the loss of 
Marion, he continued to serve as the Class of ’39 leader, staying in frequent touch 
with classmates and helping host their five-year reunions. Until a few months ago, 
he would even occasionally drive back to his beloved Cornell to meet friends and 
perhaps pop into the executive office to great the dean.

Dr. Murray recently developed heart failure and spent his remaining days in a local 
Hospice facility. It was there I had a wonderful visit with him two weeks ago. He 
regaled me with familiar stories of his early days in practice, and affirmed his love 
for Cornell and his classmates.
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With his passing, we lose a legendary veterinarian of incredible wit and charm, 
and unsurpassed loyalty to the profession and to Cornell's veterinary college.

The full text and audio of a 2007 interview with Dr. Murray, including his 
sidesplitting rendition of “Petey the Snake”, can be heard at
http://ecommons.library.comell.edu/bitstream/1813/12302/1/Murray,%20John%20D.
%20’39%20Biolnt.pdf

Dr. Smith invites comments at dfs6@cornell.edu.

A Dual DVM/MD 
Program is 
Established in 
Montreal, Canada 
By Donald F. 
Smith, Cornell 

University Posted April 4, 2014 
See also
https://www.veritasdvmblog.eom/d
uai-dvmmd-program-established-
mon...

Posted by Donald F. Smith at fi;3.7 PM *  G+

Labels: 150th Anniversary of AVMA, Class o f 1939, Cornell Course Lecture II, Cornell University,
Foremost Benefactor, Frank H. T. Rhodes, John D. Murray, New York State Veterinary Medical Society

Newer Post Home Older Post

Subscribe To Veterinary Legacy

Q  Posts 

□  Comments

Posts By Topic

• Women in Veterinary Medicine 
(27)

• African American Veterinarians 
(16)

• Black History Month (8)

• Careers for Veterinarians (8)

• Water for Elephants (6)

• Tuskegee Airmen (5)

Scheduled and Recent Events: 

Scheduled:

ASSOCIATION OF THE AMERICAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL 
COLLEGES annual meeting 
(Washington, DC),
March 5, 2016. Co-presenter, Julie 
Kumble

Louisiana State University, leadership 
workshop. Co-presenter Julie 
Kumble, April 1,2016

Auburn University, leadership 
workshop, Co-presenter, Julie 
Kumble, Fall 2016

Lincoln Memorial University, 
leadership workshop, Co-presenter, 
Julie Kumble, November 2016

http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html 2/4

http://ecommons.library.comell.edu/bitstream/1813/12302/1/Murray,%20John%20D
mailto:dfs6@cornell.edu
https://www.veritasdvmblog.eom/d
http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html


6/25/2018 Veterinary Legacy: John D. Murray DVM, Cornell 1939: A Memorial Tribute

Books and Selected Publications

.  PATHWAYS TO PROGRESS.
THE VISION AND IMPACT OF 
MEMBERS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF THE 
AMERICAN VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AT THE 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY (1966­
2016). Published by Donning 
Press 2016

. LEADERS OF THE PACK. Co­
author Julie Kumble. Anticipated 
February 2017

• Changing the Face of Veterinary 
Medicine: Research and Clinical 
Developments at AAVMC 
Institutions, coauthored with 
Melena Hagstrom. J Vet Med 
Educ 2015 42(5) 441-458.

• Lessons of History. J Vet Med 
Educ 2013 40(1)2-11.

• 150th Anniversary of Veterinary 
Education and the Veterinary 
Profession in North America: Part 
4, US Veterinary Colleges in 2011 
and the Distribution of their 
Graduates. J Vet Med Educ 2011 
38 (4) 338-348. Co-authored with 
Melissa S. Fenn.

• 150th Anniversary of Veterinary 
Education and the Veterinary 
Profession in North America: Part 
3, 1970-2000. J Vet Med Educ 
2011 38(3)211-227.

• One Health: A 21st Century "Back 
to the Future". Clinician's Brief 
July 2011, Vol 9, No 7,41-44.

• 150th Anniversary of Veterinary 
Education and the Veterinary 
Profession in North America: Part 
2: 1940-1970. J Vet Med Educ 
2011 38(1)84-99.

• 150th Anniversary of Veterinary 
Education and the Veterinary 
Profession in North America. J Vet 
Med Educ 2010 37(4) 317-327

Search This Blog

Search

Archive

► 2016(6)

► 2015(18)

► 2014(38)

► 2013(3)

► 2012(27)

▼ 2011 (54)

► December (5)

► November (3)

► October (3)

► September (2)

► August (1)

► July (4)

► June(1)

http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html 3/4

http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html


6/25/2018 Veterinary Legacy: John D. Murray DVM, Cornell 1939: A Memorial Tribute

► May (6)

► April (5)

► March (3)

▼ February (8)
BLACK HISTORY MONTH: A 

Tribute to Daniel Skelton,...

Water for Elephants: Meet the 
Veterinarians

John D. Murray DVM, Cornell 
1939: A Memorial Tribu...

The Veterinarian who Judged 
Best In Show at the We...

When Washington, D.C. had 
Two Veterinary Colleges

The Only Woman in Her Class

Which Veterinary College is 
Best for You?

BLACK HISTORY MONTH: 
African-American 
Veterinarian...

► January (13)

► 2010 (20)

[^Veterinary Legacy - Blogged

Copyright Donald F. Smith D.V.M. 2010. Simple theme. Powered by Blogger.

http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html 4/4

http://veterinarylegacy.blogspot.com/2011/02/john-d-murray-dvm-cornell-1939-memorial.html

