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The Class of 1989

New Center Aims at Information Explosion

FO U R -H U N D R ED  N IN ETY people 
wanted to be part of the Class of 1 9 8 9 — 
only 80 or 16%  w ere successful. And 
according to the D irector of Student 
Affairs & Admissions, Marcia James 
Saw yer, the class m ale-fem ale ratio 
accurately reflects the applicant pool. 
Sixty-one percent of the applicants were 
wom en and that same percentage of 
wom en makes up the first-year class. If 
that surprises alumni who rem em ber 
all-male classes, it shouldn't. Says Ms. 
Saw yer, "T h at's  close to w hat it's been 
for a num ber of years. In fact, right now 
ov er 6 0 %  o f the stu d en t body is 
w om en."

The O ffice of Student Affairs and 
Admissions processes each and every 
application and it is a complex, and tim e- 
consuming job. But it is designed to give 
all applicants full and fair consideration. 
Each applicant is first reviewed for 
com petitiveness— a grade-point average 
below 3 .0  may be one reason for denial. 
Even those denied at this preliminary 
stage have a second chance with a 
review by the Chairm an of the Admis­
sions Com m ittee who either concurs or 
sends the application on for folder 
review.

Faculty m em bers then conduct folder 
reviews for non-academic and academic 
qualifications, and invite applicants for 
personal interviews. For the Class of 
1 9 8 9 , 2 1 0  people or 43%  received 
interviews. D ue to the sheer num bers, 
the 7-m em ber com m ittee draws on 
additional mem bers of the faculty for 
assistance. In the end, each applicant 
receives up to four faculty opinions on 
his or her eligibility.

A lm ost b efo re  th e fo r tu n a te  80  
received their acceptances in the spring 
and early sum m er of 1985 , the O ffice of 
Student Affairs and Admissions was 
gearing up to select the Class o f 1990. 
Applications w ere sent out beginning in 
m id -A u g u st, and th e deadline for 
com pleted applications w as set for 
O cto b e r  1 5 , 1 9 8 5 . As th e review  
process advances, applicants should 
receive notification of denial or an 
invitation for an interview during the 
first week of February, 1986 .

IF YO U 'V E HAD the feeling you 
w ere just barely keeping up with all the 
headlines, bulletins, news items, articles 
and publications spewing frdm your T V  
set, radio, mailbox and in-basket, don't 
feel alone. And don't give up. The 
opening of the Cornell C enter for the 
Study of Medical Inform atics may signal 
a revolution in inform ation delivery of 
medical inform ation to busy health 
professionals. Headquartered on the 
sixth floor of the Research Tow er in 
co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  C o lle g e 's  
C om puter Facility, the new C enter is 
under the direction of Dr. Roy Pollock, 
A ss is ta n t P ro fe s s o r  o f M edical 
Inform atics.

W hat is in form atics? Literally, it 
means inform ation science; specifically 
it means the study of how to use 
com puter technology to deliver medical 
in form ation  m ore effic ien tly , m ore 
rapidly, and in a m ore timely fashion. 
Since inform ation in all medical fields 
has now burgeoned beyond the scope of 
any one person's ability to memorize or 
even note the salient facts, it is logical to 
call on com puters to help handle the 
im mense burden of data. As D r. Pollock

points out, "M edical knowledge is of no 
use unless it is readily accessible to 
clinicians at the time and place it is 
needed. T he search for better methods 
to store, retrieve, and deliver medical 
inform ation may well become as impor­
tant as the new knowledge itself."

The C enter will first concentrate on 
the theoretical and practical aspects of 
medical inform ation science and the 
needs and problems associated with 
creating  large scale n etw orks. T h e 
College has an excellent head-start here; 
w e're already known as the leader in 
com puter-based records system s for 
veterin ary  teaching  hospitals. Four 
other veterinary colleges haive already 
adopted our hospital records system. 
Then too, Cornell University's depart­
m ent of com puter sciences is world- 
reknow n. T he C enter, the first o f its 
kind in veterinary medicine, intends to 
build on these strengths to establish 
Cornell as an internationally recognized 
leader in this new and im portant field.

E stab lish m en t o f the C en te r  for 
Medical Inform atics was made possible 
by a gift from  M rs. C atherine Snee.
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A cting D ean , D r. C harles Rickard, 
recognized the valuable contribution 
such support m akes, saying "O n ce  
again, this proves how im portant the 
private support o f the friends and 
alumni o f the College is to our ability to 
seize the opportunity to set the pace in 
im portant new areas of medicine and 
technology."

D r. Roy Pollock, D irector of Infor­
matics, has already attracted consider­
able attention in the veterinary com m u­
nity w ith his experim ental program, 
"P R O V ID E S " which attem pts not only 
to provide up-to-date inform ation on 
current tests, treatm ents and prognoses, 
but can also assist the clinician in 
formulating differential diagnoses for 
selected problems in canine internal 
medicine. He will be a keynote speaker 
at the Symposium on Com puter Appli­
cations in Veterinary Medicine at Texas 
A & M  University in O ctober on the 
topic "Com puter-aided Diagnosis: Past, 
Present, and Future."

Dr. Pollock holds both the D V M  and 
PhD degrees from  Cornell. He served as 
an Assistant D ean for Curriculum for 
the V eterinary College from  1981 to 
1985 . It was in that capacity that he 
cam e to  realize th at m any o f the 
problems in medical education resulted 
from  exponentially  expanding data 
bases and that these could not be 
resolved by traditional m ethods of 
instruction and inform ation transfer. 
He hopes that the C enter will help 
fo s te r  co llab o ratio n  am ong facu lty  
throughout the campus who are in ter­
ested in the problems of inform ation 
transfer, storage and retrieval, and that 
the results of the research will be of 
direct practical benefit to veterinarians.
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NINA

VIO LA AN D ED H A FFTY watch 
closely as D r. Kern checks the eyes of 
their 12 year-old m iniature poddle, 
Nina. T h e exam ination completed, the 
v eterin ary  op hthalm ologist explains 
that the sight in Nina's left eye continues 
to  be e x c e lle n t fo llow in g  c a ta ra c t 
surgery. Ed H affty turns to the poodle 
and clasps his hands together in the 
gesture of a handshake. Nina obediently 
lifts her paw to shake hands.

This story is unusual but not because 
of Nina's cataract surgery because such 
procedures are common today. And not 
because Viola and Ed are a deaf mute 
couple. Far from  fitting any "handi­
capped" stereotype, they are indepen­
dent, have a busy social life, and are 
enjoying retirem ent after working most 
of their adult lives in m anufacturing. 
T h e y  d o n 't depend on  N ina for 
"h earin g " as a visually handicapped 
person relies on a seeing eye dog. Their 
story is uncom m on because of the 
unique adaptations they have each made 
to the other's handicap.

V q D q B

B e i a i

Dr. Louis Laratta checks Nina’s eyes during one of her post-operative check-ups.

Viola's sister gave them  the poodle 
after they failed to hear a burglary 
attem pt on their home. As an "early 
warning system ", a dog seemed to be a 
good idea. T h ey  called h er "N in a " 
because those w ere the syllables Viola 
found easiest to vocalize, never thinking 
that a dog would, or could, learn their 
own method of com m unication— sign 
language. Nina surprised  them  by 
gradually recognizing signs for "good­
bye", "shake", "give a kiss", "s it" , "go 
for a drive" and "go for a w alk".

It w asn't until 1978  that the Hafftys 
and Nina had their first appointment for 
an eye exam ination at the Small Animal 
Clinic. Nina, then just 5Vi years old, was 
n ot responding  to  sign ing  by h er 
ow ners and they w ere understandably 
worried. T o  lose visual contact with the 
small dog was to virtually eliminate 
interaction betw een them . D r. Tom  
K ern found a proliferation of blood 
vessels and scarring in the cornea, signs 
o f k e ra t it is  o r in fla m m a tio n . He 
prescribed daily eye drops of corticoste­
roids and Nina's eyesight returned to 
normal. O ver the next seven years Dr. 
Kern received periodic reports on Nina's 
health and occasionally the H afftys 
would make the long com m ute from 
their C onnecticut home to Ithaca for an 
eye examination.

T hen, tw o years ago, Nina's eyesight 
began to fail once more. Although she 
could still read signs, Viola and Ed had 
noticed slight changes in her behavior 
that signaled an increasing difficulty in 
seeing. D r. Kern's exam ination showed 
that Nina was developing a cataract in 
her right eye but because cataract 
surgery normally leaves dogs farsighted, 
that is able to see at a distance but not 
close up, D r. Kern discouraged surgery 
while Nina could still read hand signs.

Sadly, within a year, cataracts in Nina's 
left and right eyes completely blinded 
her to these subtle visual cues. The 
medical records kept on Nina during her 
hospital stay prior to cataract surgery 
read, "O u t for a walk at 6 :3 0  and 8 :30  
a.m. She "looks" for cars. Not visual— 
she falls over curbs and prefers to be 
carried ." If the surgery was not a 
success, Viola and Ed w ere considering 
euthanasia.

Although a canine senior citizen, 
Nina's overall health made her a good 
surgery candidate. In the brief operation, 
D r. Kern removed the cataract from  
Nina's left eye in a procedure that made 
a 1 5 0 °  incision around her cornea to 
remove the opaque lens. (It is routine 
procedure to remove only one cataract 
in older animals, leaving the other eye 
operable if there are future complica­
tions.) By the next day, Nina was 
responding to light in the left eye, and 
within tw o days was "sighted" once 
again.

Nina's eye was healing well by the 
time she w ent hom e and at a six week 
post-surgical check the ophthalmologist 
was able to write "Nina has healed 
rem arkably  well from  h er cataract 
su rgery." D r. Kern feels the surgery 
results w ere nothing short of spectac­
ular, leaving Nina with much better 
than average eyesight a fter such a 
procedure. Som e indication of this was 
her ability to read signs alm ost from  the 
beginning.

A recent check-up discovered no sign 
of deterioration in the left eye. Nina, 
Viola and Ed happily "converse" even 
though the dog's right eye is still 
clouded with cataract. Still, Nina can 
recognize her favorite hand sign again, 
the one that means "let's go for a ride".
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Charles Rickard, DVM, Ph.D.

C H A RLES R IC K A R D , D V M , Ph.D. 
and Acting Dean of the New York State 
College of V eterinary Medicine has 
been an integral part of the College for 
more than 40 years although his roots 
in veterinary medicine go deeper than 
one lifetim e, indeed back two genera­
tions to his grandfather, a horse doctor 
in Nebraska. Dr. Rickard's own father 
came east chaperoning a boxcar full of 
recalcitrant cattle. The train stopped at 
Troy, Pennsylvania, so that's w here the 
Rickard family made their home. Dr. 
Rickard chose to follow in the footsteps 
of his grandfather and in 1943 , he 
graduated from Cornell University with 
a D octor of Veterinary Medicine degree. 
B e fo re  he graduated  h o w ev er, he 
aquired some first-hand knowledge of 
the hog business thanks to the machina­
tions o f D r. G ordon D anks, then 
Professor of Surgery.

T h is large sow had 15 pigs and those 
w ere not doing w ell. S ix  of them  were 
pretty good so I said to him  'I 'll go half 
w ith you. I'll buy the feed if you raise 
them in your cellar.' W ell in two weeks 
he came in looking awfully sad. He told 
m e his m other said the pigs had to go. 
By this tim e they w eren't little  things 
anym ore and I im agine they w ere 
causing some trouble. So I took my 
three and D r. Rickard took his three

and went to D r. M iller (in Anatom y) 
and asked him  to raise them  w ith his 
pigs and they'd split them  betw een 
them . So I th ink he was down to 1 Vi 
pigs in the end. But it was during the 
war and difficult to get meat so that 
was a lright."

D r. G ordon D a n k s, P ro fesso r
Em eritus, C O R  '33

Tw o years followed in private practice 
then it was back for a M asters in 
Microbiology and a resum ption of his 
ties with the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. This time he was on the other 
side of the desk— as an assistant, then 
associate professor of clinical pathology.

He taught the sophomore pathology 
laboratory and some lectures when I 
was a student— so that's how long I've 
known him . O ne of the best lecturers.

D r. Francis Fox, C O R  '45

By 1950  he was appointed Professor 
of V eterinary Pathology and in 1952  he 
took a year's sabbatic to study compara­
tive human and animal pathology in the 
pathology departm ent of the University 
of Michigan's Medical School. Back once 
more at the College, he was frequently 
consulted by clinical staff.

He's very fair minded, very deliberate, 
and he never made excuses. O nce I had 
a dog in the clinic with urem ia. I knew 
it was urem ia because I could sm ell it 
on its breath. But the pathology tests 
came back norm al. W ell, the students 
w ere kind of lau ghing about that 
because I'd said it was urem ia. But I 
said, "A lright, we'll send over another 
sample tom orrow ." And that sample 
came back show ing urem ia. D r. Rickard 
never made excuses for th at f irs t 
sample because he'd been a practitioner 
and he knew  that the urea was going to 
build up in the blood and one day it 
could be normal and the next abnorm al. 
He let the students know they shouldn't 
rely on tests to diagnose a disease. They 
should use them  to confirm a diagnosis.

D r. Ellis P. Leonard, Professor 
Em eritus, C O R  '34 , D irector of 
the Small Animal Clinic 1 9 4 8 -  
1969

D r. Rickard w ent on to earn a Ph.D . 
in Pathology from  the University of 
M ichigan, Ann Arbor and by 1955 , he 
w as a d iplom ate o f th e  A m erican  
College of Veterinary Pathologists. But 
all of his activities w eren't limited to the 
classroom and laboratory. In addition to 
building a reputation as an exceptional 
lecturer, he was beginning his long 
involvem ent and concern  w ith the 
administration of the veterinary college.

D r. Habel first met D r. Rickard when 
they w ent rabbit hunting with anat­
omy's D r. M ac Miller. Later, they spent 
num erous weekends together keeping 
order w hen their boy scout sons went 
on overnights.

He was an excellent teacher. W e sent a 
su rvey  out once to  past y ears of 
students and asked them  to rate the 
classes. I th ink he got the best rating as 
a te a c h e r . I re m em b e r th a t w e'd  
belonged to a group of "subversives" 
that got together and held sem inars in 
the evening and then we met for coffee 
at the S tatler during the day. O ne of the 
things that came out of those m eetings 
was the G eneral C om m ittee.

D r. R o b e rt H ab e l, P ro fe sso r
Emeritus

In 1 9 6 5 ,  D r. R ickard  becam e 
C h a irm a n  o f th e D e p a rtm e n t o f 
Pathology. Despite the elevation in rank 
and increased administrative duties, he 
still managed to devote considerable 
time to teaching.

I was always impressed by his ability to 
walk into a classroom , calm, cool and 
with no notes— and give the best lectures I 
th ink  I've ever heard. T he other thing 
that impressed me was his feet— he 
must have size 15 feet.

D r. Alexander de Lahunta, C O R
'58

But teaching wasn't the only talent 
for which D r. Rickard earned respect.

We'd come in on Saturday m ornings for 
pathology laboratory and D r. Rickard 
would pick up these museum blocks in 
one hand and palm  them  for the entire 
tim e it took  him  to  d escribe the 
specim en. Now those blocks could 
w eigh 10, 15 pounds a piece, and some 
w ere as big as a horse's skull, and he 
never even shook. We'd take bets on 
when he'd drop one, but he never did.

D r. W illiam  Rebhun, C O R  '71

During the Sixties, Dr. Rickard took a 
year's sabbatic leave to study at the 
Electron M icroscope Section, Federal 
Research Institute for Virus Diseases of 
Animals, Tuebingen, W est Germ any. In 
1 9 6 2  he estab lish ed  th e  oncology  
laboratory for cancer research at the 
college and from  1965  to 1 9 7 6  he was 
principal in v e stig a to r  fo r  re search  
projects on feline and canine leukemia.
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T he areas of research included virus 
induction of leukemias and sarcom as, 
characterization of tum or-producing 
viruses, and chemical co-carcinogenesis. 
He also designed and supervised the 
establishm ent of a specific pathogen free 
(S.P.F.) cat colony to aid the studies.

As if that w eren't enough work for 
any one p erso n , in 1 9 6 9  he w as 
appointed Associate Dean of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine. In the years 
that followed, he was instrum ental in 
th e developm ent and form ation  of 
Aquavet, a program to train veterinary 
medical students to deal with disease 
and increase productivity in aquatic 
animals. Held each sum m er at Woods 
Hole, M ass., Aquavet is a cooperative 
effort between the College and the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine, and was the first 
of its kind on the East coast.

N either how ling wind, nor sea spray, 
nor muck of m arsh will deter him . He 
clim bs rocks, hauls in fish, and sails on 
w ith  his button-dow n sh irt crisply 
pressed, his tie  stra ig h t, his pants 
creased. T h e C ornell image is intact!

D r. Donald Abt, Associate Dean, 
University of Pennsylvania, School 
of Veterinary Medicine

A m em ber of the College's long- 
range planning board from  197 9 , Dr. 
Rickard became heavily involved in the 
mission and future of the College. He 
was involved in college research plan­
ning, fiscal and personnel m anagem ent 
and capital development. He served on 
the College Advisory Board, the Internal 
Board of the Diagnostic Laboratory, the 
C ollege Biohazards C om m ittee , the 
Bovine Research Advisory Com m ittee 
and the Equine R esearch  Advisory 
C om m ittee. In 1980  he also took on 
additional responsibilities as a Professor 
of Aquatic Animal Medicine and in 1981

as the Acting Chairm an of the D epart­
ment of Microbiology. From 19 8 0  to 
1983  he sat on the Com m ittee on 
Animal Health, Board on Agriculture 
and Renew able R esources, N ational 
Research Council. Until 198 5 , he was 
also editor of the Cornell Animal Health 
N ew sletter, a monthly publication with 
inform ation on animal care.

In recent years, Dr. Rickard has acted 
as the College's coordinator and repre­
sentative for a program that supplies 
expertise and problem-solving assistance 
to Saudi Arabia. Harvard is consulted on 
hum an m edical p rob lem s, R ice on 
architecture, and Texas A & M on 
agriculture.

February 17th , 1984 , D ahran, Saudi 
Arabia

A lazy day today. W e w ent to the Zuk 
w ith John Telford. He left us there and

we shopped fo r a few  h o u rs. No 
pictures allowed really, but all of us had 
our cam eras. I bent over to watch a 
woman spin wool and there was a noise 
and com m otion behind me. An older 
lady, all covered, had grabbed D r. 
K irk 's and D r. Rickard's cam era straps 
and w as h o llerin g  in A rab ic. Sh e 
thought they had taken pictures of 
them . A N O  N O . They hadn't. D r. 
Rickard's hands w ere in his pockets yet. 
Noise w orse, more people, m ore noise, 
m ore people, but Roy Pollock and I kept 
w alking like we didn't know them , as 
then we'd all be in the soup. Finally 
cops came and they could only open 
their cam eras and remove their film . As 
soon as D r. K irk  did this, all happy. D r. 
Rickard didn't even open his. He just 
stood innocent like. We all bought 
m yrrh, frankincense, gold and even 
rugs. G etting  a taxi hom e w asn't too 
bad.

D r. John King
Excerpt from his sabbatic diary

Since Decem ber 1984 , Dr. Rickard 
has also been Dean Rickard, taking over 
the responsibilities for the College's 
administration while the search for a 
new dean w ent on. His talents as an able 
adm inistrator and leader are frequently 
called upon.

He's the w orst I've ever had to work 
w ith. I'd go in (to his office) resolved to 
say "n o " this tim e and come out having 
agreed to take on three m ore things.

D r. Roy Pollock, C O R  '78
O n the Occasion of Having Lost
A nother Round

Now that Dean Phem ister has been 
appointed and will assume his duties on 
O ctober 14th , Acting Dean Rickard is 
able to make plans of his own and in 
D ecem ber after more than 40  years of 
teaching, research and service to the 
College he plans to retire. O n Septem ber 
21, a dinner will be held in his honor at 
the Statler Inn and friends and associates 
from over the years will be there to 
offer their best wishes and congratula­
tions on a long and productive career.

I've known him as a friend and a 
trem endous leader. D r. Rickard has 
always been an extrem ely thoughtful 
man. He has a tendency to help other 
people and support and bolster those 
around him.

D r. Louis Leibovitz, D irector of
the Laboratory for M arine Animal
Health, Woods Hole

D r. Leibovitz' words are sure to be 
seconded by many others. It is very 
certain that we will miss the support 
and direction, the kindness and encour­
agem ent Dr. Rickard gave us all.

CORNELL--------
AT AQUEDUCT

"Cornell College of Veteri­
nary Medicine Cup" to be 
awarded

T h e New York S ta te  C ollege of 
Veterinary Medicine at Cornell Univer­
sity will be part of the 1985  Breeders' 
Cup festivities when they host their 
own C o rn e ll D ay at A queduct on 
O ctober 30th , the Wednesday before 
th e race. T h e  day s ta rts  w ith  an 
inform ational poster session and exhibit 
in the Main Clubhouse from 9 :3 0  a.m. 
until 1 2 :3 0  p.m. during which faculty 
from the New York State College of 
V eterinary Medicine will be on hand to 
discuss everything from the feeding of 
the racing horse, breakdowns, and colic 
surgery to respiratory problems, equine 
drug testing, the latest regulations on 
equine viral arteritis, exercise physi­
ology, and orthopedic surgery. Visitors 
may also view video presentations on an 
equine abdominal exploratory surgery, a 
dem onstration of the new est anesthetic 
agents, an endoscopic look into the 
respiratory tract, and an arthroscopic 
examination of an equine joint.

Cornell's poster session is designed to 
graphically present highlights of a topic 
while the individual researcher and/or 
clinician is available to answ er specific 
questions and provide additional infor­
mation. H orseowners, breeders, trainers 
and racing enthusiasts are invited to 
m eet m em bers o f the facu lty  and 
discuss their own favorite topics while 
they take a look at w hat the New York 
State College of Veterinary Medicine 
has to offer in equine research, services 
and facilities.

C ornell's Day at Aqueduct culminates 
with the awarding of the first "C ornell 
College of Veterinary Medicine Cup". 
Dr. Robert Phem ister, newly appointed 
dean of the New York State College of 
Veterinary Medicine, will present the 
trophy to the winner of the 7th race.

A special booklet entitled "T h e  H orse" 
covering the latest developments in 
equine nutrition, reproduction, drug 
testing, colic m anagem ent, genetics, 
behavior, vaccine development and the 
College's equine services and facilities 
will be distributed during the poster 
session. Advance copies may be obtained 
through the O ffice of Public Inform a­
tion, New York State College of V eteri­
nary M edicine, C orn ell U niversity , 
Ithaca, New York 14853 .



Dr. Barbara Straw

TH E N EX T TIM E you're driving 
down th e tw o-lan e asphalt in the 
N ortheast and you catch a glimpse of 
what looks like the latest agribusiness in 
action—look again. You may be seeing a 
pork producing farm . In the past, the 
M idwest raised most of the pork we ate, 
but with the big New York City market 
in our own backyard, New York State's 
pork producing industry has finally 
discovered an incentive to grow.

New York is not a big pork state yet, 
a lth o u g h  th e  n u m b er o f pigs 
outnum bers sheep and goats. According 
to  D r. B arb ara  S tra w , V eterin a ry  
E xtension  A gent in the D iagnostic 
Laboratory, New York State may lag 20 
to 30  years behind the leading pork 
producing states. D r. Straw  is one o f the 
people helping the state's pork producers 
make up for lost time. She was recruited 
for the position of Veterinary Extension 
A g en t from  N o rth  C aro lin a  S ta te  
University's School of V eterinary Medi­
cine w here she was Assistant Professor 
of Swine Health M anagem ent in the 
D epartm ent of Food Animal & Equine 
Medicine. In N orth Carolina, there are 
few er pork producers than in New York 
State , but the farm s are larger and 
thoroughly modernized. Improvements 
in pork producing are measured in 
increm ents, by fractions of cents rather 
than in pennies as in New York State. 
So it's here that D r. Straw  feels she can 
m ake a contribu tion  to  the state 's  
development.

W hen D r. Straw  graduated from  the 
University o f M innesota with her D VM  
degree in 197 6 , pork was $ .60/lb. and in 
those days farm ers could raise pigs 
inefficiently and still make money. Dr. 
Straw  feels those days are gone forever. 
W ith a current selling price of approxi­
mately $ .48/lb. today's farm ers make a 
profit only if they can raise pork for less. 
Th e efficient operations can do it for 
$ .38/lb. T hat's a selling price of $ 7 6 .0 0  
on a 200  pound pig.

D r. Straw  enjoys working with food 
producing anim als on th is type of 
economic basis; her Ph.D . Thesis was 
entitled "T h e  Effect of Animal Factors, 
M anagem ent and Disease on Produc­
tivity of Finishing Pigs." Although she 
was in private practice for two years in 
M innesota, and conducted extensive 
field research while enrolled in the 
Ph.D . program at the University of 
M innesota, she now works mainly with 
veterinarians and 50%  of her calls are 
referrals. W hen she visits a farm , she 
looks at the overall m anagem ent of 
herds to define the biologic capabilities 
of the herd and determine what keeps 
them  from  reaching it. Frequently, 
production problem s orig inate w ith 
poorly converted buildings and their less 
than adequate ventilation. Pen size also 
encourages the spread of disease. O n 
the older farm s, pens usually house 50

finishing pigs when 30  is the ideal. Also, 
old floor surfaces may be deteriorating, 
and subsequently difficult to keep clean. 
Adding fuel to the health hazard fire, 
some barns have pits beneath the pen 
areas w here it has been convenient to 
store m anure but w here gases and 
bacteria also accumulate.

F arm s bu ilt today a re  b u ilt to  
discourage bacterial buildup and accom­
modate larger num bers of pigs with 
few er health problems. T he moderately- 
sized operations easily house in confine­
m en t 2 0 0  sow s and th e ir  2 ,0 0 0  
offspring. O n such farm s, the routine 
use of large am ounts of antibiotics in 
the feed, a practice that is drawing more 
criticism, should not be necessary. In 
D r. Straw 's opinion, antibiotics will not 
cover up bad m anagement and housing. 
W ith today's emphasis on natural and 
ad d itive-free foods, she feels it is 
perhaps inevitable that antibiotics be 
ban n ed , d esp ite th e  fa ct th a t th e 
scientific evidence is lacking to dem on­

strate they really are a hazard. Even 
w ithout the stimulus of an eventual 
ban— the future trend in pork produc­
tion m ust be to end a reliance on 
antibiotics and become m ore efficient.

But even on a modern establishm ent, 
a "crisis" situation is not uncommon. It 
may be that a num ber of young are 
failing to thrive, or that the sows are 
aborting or failing to breed. In deter­
mining w hat disease is present and at 
w hat levels, D r. Straw  has found that 
the "crisis" is really an indicator of a 
continual low level problem. She has 
conducted extensive research in many 
of the m ore problem-prone areas of 
food an im al p rod u ction  inclu d ing  
horm one use and grow th prom otion in 
steers and feedlot cattle, respiratory 
disease in swine, grow th prom otants, 
implant retentions, environmental moni­
toring of livestock facilities, the effect of 
disease on perform ance, and the preva­
lence of Haemophilus pleuropneumoniae and 
swine dysentery in New York State.

In her official capacity, D r. Straw  has 
travelled in New York State as far east 
as Poughkeepsie, south to Hornell, and 
w est, over to Buffalo. She finds that 
pork producers still face one common 
problem throughout the state— the lack 
of a large, central slaughtering plant. 
The local plants are small and smaller 
plants are less apt to have the financial 
resources to constantly upgrade equip­
m ent in a field w here technology is 
rapidly changing. As the operation 
becomes more outdated and inefficient, 
th e  re tu rn  to  th e  pork  p rod u cer 
decreases and the price of slaughtering 
increases. As a consequence, many pork 
producers in New York State may travel 
as far away as Pittsburgh for slaugh­
tering facilities and a competitive price.

Despite the problems, D r. Straw  sees 
a bright future for pork producers in 
New York State , and she looks forward 
to helping them  make the changes they 
need to succeed.

6



Room For Improvement
Rem em ber all those sum m ertim e 

chicken barbeques, the w einer roasts, 
the steaks sizzling on the grill? While 
you w ere flipping the burgers, a special 
com m ittee of the National Research 
Council was taking a close look at the 
meat and poultry we eat. T heir good 
news is that meat and poultry in 
general is wholesome and safe. The 
bad news is that there is room  for 
im provement in its inspection.

D r. Robert W asserm an of the New 
Y ork  S ta te  C ollege o f V eterin ary  
Medicine chaired the com m ittee whose 
report, "M eat and Poultry Inspection: 
The Scientific Basis of the Nation's 
Program ", was made available in mid- 
July. T h e U .S. D epartm ent of Agricul­
tu re 's Food Safety  and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) had asked the com m ittee 
to provide a scientific appraisal of 
c u rre n t and re ce n tly  in trod u ced  
changes in the inspection system , as 
well as to propose innovations to 
im prove the program . It was the 
com m ittee's opinion that although the 
FSIS is "effective in assuring that 
apparently healthy animals are slaught­
ered in clean and sanitary environ­
m ents", inspection could be improved 
considerably by introduction of new 
technologies for detecting microbial 
and chemical contam inants and revi­
sion of inspection practices to incorpo­
rate the principles of risk assessm ent.

P re s e n tly , fed era l in sp ec to rs  
examine animals before slaughter and 
carcasses and cu ts o f m eat a fte r  
butchering for lesions or other signs of 
disease. They monitor to ensure the 
cleanliness of m eat packing plants, the 
lack of contam inants in m eat products 
and th e accuracy  of labeling. T o  
accomplish this, inspectors rely prima­
rily on their eyes, hands, and noses.

T he situation has changed dram ati­
cally over the years, the com m ittee 
pointed out. "N ew  inform ation, new 
technology, and new health concerns 
have severely tested the efficiency and 
adequacy of the present labor-intensive 
inspection system ," it said. M any of 
the new health hazards cannot be 
d etected  by the an te m o rte m  and 
postm ortem  inspections required by 
law.

M eats are now sold in a variety of 
fo r m s — can n ed , cu red , dried , 
ferm ented, precooked, and frozen, in 
addition to fresh. Flavorings, coloring, 
preservatives, and other additives may 
be mixed with m eat during processing. 
Livestock and poultry farm s practice

mass production methods which may 
involve routine use of antibiotics, 
grow th horm ones, and com m ercial 
feeds prepared from  grains cultivated 
with the use of chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides.

Effective m onitoring of both infec­
tious organisms and chemicals needs 
to begin on the farm and in feedlots, 
w here much of the exposure takes 
place, the com m ittee pointed out. 
H ow ever, FSIS statutory jurisdiction 
does not extend that far, and the issue 
is further complicated by the fact that 
other governm ent bodies— namely the 
Food and D rug Administration and the 
Environm ental Protection Agency— 
also have responsibility in control of 
additives and pesticides. The committee 
recommended that "m eans be found" 
for FSIS to coordinate control and 
m onitoring of hazardous agents where 
they enter the m eat and poultry food 
chain.

FSIS now m onitors the presence of 
about 1 0 0  chem icals in m eat and 
poultry under its National Residue 
P ro g ra m , in itia te d  in 1 9 6 7 . T h e  
com m ittee claimed that the program is 
"n o t dem onstrably adequate to ensure 
maximum protection of public health." 
It urged FSIS to design a system "to  
ensure that no one person is consis­
tently exposed to levels of chemicals in 
excess o f an established tolerance 
level."

T he com m ittee also recognized that 
the final barrier to food-borne infection 
can be the kitchen. Proper refrigera­
tion, thorough cooking, and careful 
h and ling  to  p re v en t c r o s s ­
contam ination from  raw m eat to other 
foods can control outbreaks of disease, 
even if the meat carries infectious 
organisms.

T h e com m ittee also identified tech­
nologies best suited to FSIS's needs. 
T h ey  included new  im aging tech ­
niques, particularly ultrasound, for 
examining animal organs and detecting 
bone fragm ents and other materials in 
m eat; prepackaged testing kits for 
rapid identification of residues or 
diseases in animals before they leave 
the farm ; and a com puter-assisted 
in fo rm a tio n  tr a n s fe r  sy ste m  to 
improve communications with FSIS 
and increase efficiency of operations. 
T he com m ittee's final recommendation 
was for the "establishm ent of reason­
able, measurable objectives for the 
nation's m eat and poultry inspection 
program ."

T h e In ternational C om m ittee for 
Contraception research of T h e Popula­
tion Council has funded research by 
Patrick W . Concannon, Ph .D ., D epart­
m ent of Physiology, on "Bioactivity of 
an Antiprogestin in Im m ature Female 
D ogs." At the same tim e, the National 
In s titu te s  o f H ealth  recom m ended  
funding for the research project, "O p ti­
m izing B reed in g  E ffic ien cy  in th e 
D o m e stic  D o g ” , on  w h ich  D r. 
C oncannon is co-investigator. D r. Bill L. 
Lasley, of the Zoological Society of San 
D iego is principal investigator. D r. 
Concannon's work looks at fertility in 
dogs and the ways to both prevent and 
improve it. T he availability of a reliable, 
simple, and inexpensive contraceptive 
for bitches would reduce the great 
num ber of unwanted puppies, while 
im proving fertility  am ong dogs in 
kennels and breeding colonies would 
both reduce the num ber of dogs needed 
and provide economic advantages for 
dog breeders.

T h e D epartm ent of Physiology has
begun a 5-year training program under 
th e  d ire c tio n  o f D r. R o b e r t H. 
W asserm an and with funds from  the 
National Institute of A rthritis, D iabetes, 
D igestive & Kidney D iseases. T h e  
program is designed to offer research 
tra in in g  fo r  p o std o cto ra l s tu d en ts  
including p h y sio lo g ists , p hy sicians, 
biochem ists, and veterinarians, with an 
interest in the study of renal and/or 
intestinal diseases. They will be in tro­
duced to the m ost recent approaches 
and techniques for the study of biosyn­
thetic (DNA, RNA, protein) processes, 
transport phenom ena, horm one action, 
structure and function of brush border 
cytoskeleton, control of cell proliferation 
and cell d if fe re n tia tio n  in variou s 
transporting  epithelia. T h e  training 
program is based on the concept of a 
preceptorships w hereby the trainees 
will be under the aegis o f one of six 
preceptors— D rs. R. H. W asserm an, K. 
Beyenbach, A. Bretscher, R . Corradino, 
A. Q uaroni, and G . Sharp. T h e major

emphasis of the program will be labora­
tory work leading to the initiation of an 
independent research project, and each 
individual's program will be geared to 
the trainee's own career goals. Tw o 
trainees will be admitted to the program 
during the first year, th e num ber 
increasing to four by the second year.

Bud C . T ennant, Professor and C hief 
o f M edicine in the D epartm ent of 
Clinical Sciences, is principal investigator 
in the study of "H epatitis, Aflatoxin and 
H epatocarcinogenesis". T he project has 
received $ 8 4 ,7 3 4  from the National 
C ancer Institute to continue study into 
the role of aflatoxin in the development 
of primary hepatocellular carcinoma in 
individuals w ith chronic hepatitis B 
virus infection.

Drew  M . Noden, Ph .D ., Associate 
Professor of Anatom y, will continue 
study on the "O rigin  and Patterning of 
Head M uscles, Bones, and N erves" 
thanks to a grant from  the National 
In s titu te  o f D en ta l R esearch . T h e  
overall objectives of this project are to 
define the em bryonic origins of all 
craniofacial tissues and to catalogue the 
in teractio n s b etw een  th ese  d iverse 
com ponents that are necessary for the 
normal development of the head and 
face. Research this year has concen­
trated on the fate of lateral mesoderm 
adjacent to  the myelencephalic region of 
the brain. A second avenue of research 
co n cern s th e  in tera c tio n s  b etw een  
myogenic and connective tissue-form ing 
m esenchym al populations. T h e final 
avenue of research pursued this year 
concerns analysis of an inherited cranio­
facial m alformation in Burm ese cats. 
T h e next year of this project will be 
devoted to  com pleting m apping of 
cephalic lateral mesoderm fates and an 
analysis of innervation and fiber type 
developm ent in m uscles form ed by 
heterotopically grafted m yotomes.

Grants & Awards
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New Director Appointed

Dr. Play ter To Head 
Teaching Hospital

T h e  p osition  o f D ire cto r  o f the 
Teaching Hospital, vacant since the 
retirem ent of D r. Kirk in July, has been 
filled with the appointm ent of D r. 
Robert F. Playter. Dr. Playter is pres­
ently Professor and Head of the D epart­
m ent o f Small Animal Medicine & 
Surgery at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Texas A & M  University. He 
will assume his new duties at Cornell on 
November 1, 1985.

D r. P lay ter w as b o rn  in P e rth , 
W estern  A ustralia a fter  his mining 
engineer father m et and married his 
m other while working on an overseas 
assignm ent for an English mining firm. 
T he family returned to Canada shortly 
b efo re  W orld W ar II and an o th e r 
transfer soon followed, this time to 
G reat Neck, New York w here D r. 
Playter attended high school. Following

graduation and 2 years of m ilitary 
service in the U .S. Arm y, he enrolled in 
the undergraduate program at Kansas 
State University and earned his degree 
in 195 9 . By 196 1 , he had received his 
D V M  degree from  Kansas State. A fter 
nine years in private mixed practice, Dr. 
Playter joined the faculty of Texas A & 
M  University as an assistant professor 
in veterinary medicine and surgery. He 
completed his m aster's degree in veteri­
nary m edicine and su rgery  at the 
U niversity ; his thesis was entitled, 
"L a m e lla r  co rn e a l tra n sp la n ta tio n : 
Comparison of a simplified technique 
utilizing a contact lens splint supported 
by tissue adhesives with a standard 
suture graft procedure." He was chief of 
the small animal clinic from  1 9 7 6 -1 9 7 7  
and has been head of the D epartm ent of 
Small Animal Medicine & Surgery since
1977.

D r. Playter is a diplomate of the 
A m erican  C o lleg e  o f V e te r in a ry  
O phthalm ologists and sat on their 
exam in ation  co m m ittee  fro m  1 9 7 6  
through 1981 . In addition to teaching 
undergraduate and graduate courses in 
veterinary ophthalmology, he conducts 
eye clinics, sem inars, and programs on 
canine and other small animal ophthal­
mology. Betw een 19 7 3  and 1981  he 
held  re g u la r y early  eye clin ics to 
determ ine the presence or absence of 
inherited eye diseases in purebred dogs 
for dog breed associations throughout 
Texas, New M exico, and Oklahom a. He 
is a frequent and popular speaker at 
University sem inars and m eetings of 
T e x a s 's  m any v e te r in a ry  m edical 
associations.

H is sc ie n tif ic  p u b lica tio n s have 
included exam inations of the develop­
m ent and m aturation of a cataract, 
lacrimal cyst in tw o dogs, and the 
d iffe re n tia l d iag n osis o f o cu lar 
hyperemia. D r. Playter was a consultant 
on Hurov's Handbook of Veterinary Surgical 
Instruments and Glossary of Surgical Term s, 
and author/editor of the autotutorial 
program "T h e  Development and M atu ­
ration  of a C a ta ra c t" . He has co ­
authored articles on the autom ated 
generation of veterinary student duty 
schedules, and retinal lesions associated 
with induced canine ehrlichiosis. He has 
also w ritten on the workings of a small 
animal clinic, and the causes, diagnostic 
features and treatm ent recom m enda­
tions of a postorbital or retrobulbar 
abscess.

In 1 9 7 5 , D r. P layter earned the 
N orden L ab o rato ries D istin g u ished  
Teacher Award, and from  19 7 9  until 
19 8 3  he was listed in M en  and Women of 
Science. He received the "1 9 8 0  Public

Service A w ard" from  the H um ane 
So cie ty  o f B razos C ou n ty  fo r  his 
consultant work with the society. He is 
a state and federally accredited veteri­
narian form erly associated with a state- 
regulated livestock processing plant and 
an auction company. D r. Playter is a 
m em b er o f th e  T e x a s  V e te r in a ry  
Medical Association and has served on 
their evaluation and critique com m ittee, 
small animal practice com m ittee and 
budget and finance com m ittee. He is a 
mem ber of the American Veterinary 
M edical A ssociation , th e A m erican 
Association of V eterinary Clinicians, the 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
and a delegate to the Association of 
American Veterinary Medical Colleges 
and a m em b er o f its  e x e cu tiv e  
com m ittee. He was president of the 
Brazos Valley Veterinary Medical Asso­
ciation betw een 19 6 6  and 196 8 , and an 
officer of the Kansas V eterinary Medical 
Association. He also sat on the review 
panel for the National Board Examina­
tion C om m ittee from 19 8 0  until 1982.

D r. Playter and his wife Kay have 
three children, all of whom are grown. 
Their two daughters have their hom es 
in Texas; their son is a senior at O hio 
State University. They will be bringing 
along their two dogs, a golden retriever 
and a doberman pinscher, but although 
D r. Playter looks forward to some 
hunting and fishing in the N ortheast, 
the dogs w on't be very helpful. "A bout 
all they hunt is the food bow l", claims 
D r. Playter. Both D r. and M rs. Playter 
are looking forward to the w inter with 
enthusiasm  and he hopes to try skiing 
on the local slopes. D r. Playter also 
holds a private pilot license and, since 
he's heard of the locale's reputation as 
the glider capital of the world, he 
anticipates testing the air currents.
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