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Feudalism in Nepal
By
Mahesh C. Regni

The righ:s and privileges of rajas, birtaowners
and jagirdars have led some observers to believe that
the agrarian system devised by the Corkhali rulers aftor
the political unification of the country was essentially
feudal in character. According to one observerl:

He (Prithvi ilarayan Shah) created a feudal
systan of a military nature, assessed the re-
venues to be drawn from each vart of the country
in a rough but not unjust mannesr, and left it
almost entirely to the feudal overlord to main-
tain order, collec: and remit his dues to
' Kathmandu, and execute justice.
levertheless, the view that rajas, birtaowners,
and jagirdars enjoyed a status similar to that of feudal
lords in medicval Europe secms to be uintenable. The term
feudalism omerged in western Europe and carries with it
a set of specific connotations, such as the feudal lord
the vassal, the fier, the feudal contract, and the scrfé.
In the words of Marc Bloch3;

A subject peasantry; widespread use of the
service tenement {(i.e. the fief) instead of

a salary., which wis out of the question; the
superanacy of a class of cpecializced warriors;
ties of okedience and protection which kind
man to man and, within the warrior clagss,
assume the distinctive form called vassalage;
fragnentation of authority... leading inevi-
tably to disorder; and, in the midst of all
this, the survival of other forms of associae
tion, family and state, of which the latter,
during the secoird fecudal age, was to acquire
ranewed strength... such then seem to the fun-
damental features of European feudalism,.

There is no evidence that thesce fundamental features
were presaent in Nepal's agrarian system during the eightee-
nth and ninetecuth centuries. In fact, "if we use the term
faudal in any of the pricise senses used by historians,
we cannot apply it to rnost Asian systams."4 In the words
of Daniel Thorncr®:

From our pcrspeccive, Europcan feudalism of
tie high Middle Ages may be seen as anbodying
a particular form of peasant economy. llothing
is gaincod by trving tc view all peasant ccono-
mics as variations of that one ratlior special
form, The time has arrived to treat European
expericnce in categorics derived from world
history, rather than to squeeze world history
into westorn European categeries,
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The use of the termm feudalism to describe socio-
economic conditions in Moual during the nineteenth cen-~
tury in zdvance of aempirical studics in this fiold may,
therefore, suggest crroncous analogics with the European
expericnce,

It is true, of course, that Marxist writers, while
defining feudalism, place amphasis "no%: in the juridical
relation between vassal and sovereign, nor in the rela-
tion betweon production and the destination of the pro-
duct, but in the relation between the direct producer
(whether he be artisan in some workshop or peasant cul-

“tivator on the land) and his immediate supcrior or over-
lord and in tho socio-cconomic content of the obligation
which connects tham."6 They rcgard feudalissm primarily
as "a mode of production" and virtually identical with
scrfdor: "an okligation laid on the producer by force and
indgpendently of his own volition to fulfill certain
economic damands of an ovuerlord, whethoer these danands
take the torm of scrvices to be performed or of ducs to
be paid in money or in kind."7

On the basis of this Jdefinition, one has to admit
that the rajya, birta and jagir contained a number of
foudalistic characteristicse. Hevertheless, as MarX him-
self has pointecd out, "the direct rclation of the owners
of the conditions of production tc the direct producers"
show "infinite variations and gradations in its appeara-
nce," duc to "numerous outside circumstances natural
anvironment, race peculiarities, outside historical in-
fluences, and sc forth, all of which must b2 ascertained
by careful analysis."8

Morcovcr, Marx himsclf made a distinction betwecen
"the Asiatic, the ancient, the fcudal, and the modern
bourgeois modes of feudalism to descrike Nepali economy
and socicty during the cighteenth and ninctecenth centu-
ries would be inaccurcte even in the Marxist sensc.

It is doubtful whother the procoss of analytical:
inquiry is facilitatcd by affixing in advance the label
of fecudalism to any cconomic gystane The scientific me-
thod lies in making gencralizations on the bagis of ob-
servation and inquiry, not vice v:orsa. According to one
viewtO; 2

The danger with the scholar's conccptual theory
is that it suffers a constant tendency to obst-
ruction, to remotcness from real life., The mate-
rial on which th. theory is based may originally
be derived from living cxperienceé, but ... as
tilie goes by..e the inherent logic of'intcynal
consistancy is liable to become more impor:ant
than corrcspondence with the facts. Even when

a theory offers an adequate basis for eplai-
ning a particulor set of problams, there is an
unfortunate tendency to abstract and to gene-
ralize any such theory far beyonq the area of
inquiry in which it has been validated and fou-
nd useful. ¢ ;


http:inaccur2.tc

1.

7 )
8.

99.

notes

Perceval Landon, Mepal. Reprint, (Lathmandu- Ratna Pus-
tak Bhandar, 1976), VOlo 2' P lJ

Daniel Thorner, '"Peasant Economy as & Category in Eocono-
mic History," in Teodor Shanin, Peaiants and Peasant
Societies (Middlesex: Penguin Eooks, 1971), p. 217.

Marc Bloch,. Feudal Society (London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul Ltd, 1965), Vol. 2, P. 446,

Doreen Warriner, '"Land Rcform and Economic Development,"
in Carl K. Eichcr and Lawronce We. Witt, Agriculture in
Loonomic Developnicgnte First Indian r print. (Pombay:
Vora & Co., 1570), P. 277.

Danicl Thorner, loc. cit.

Maurice Dobb, Studies in the Davelovment of Capitalism,.
7th impression” (London< Routledde & Kegan Paul Ltd, 1959).
P. 35.

Ibid.
Ibid.

T.B. Bottomore (ed.), Karl Marx: Selected Writings in

' Sociology and Social Philosophye Reprint (Middlesex:

10.

Penguin Books, 1965), Pe 69,

John Madge, The Tools of Social Science. IFourth impre-
ssion (London<¢ Longmans, Greon & Co. Ltd, 1965), ppe. 69-70.

kkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkk

Industrial Development in Nepal

By

Mah»sh C, Recgmia
Chapter 11.

(Continu=qd)

Foreign Capital

In epal the importance of foreign, that is to say,
Indian cupital, has all along beon racognized by the
Gov-mment. In the past Marwzri merchants from India
ware cnoourag:d to come and settle in the valley, as
well as in some wwns in the Tarai. The law, lowever,
forbade ownarship of propoerty and ent- rprlse by Lor\.i-
gners, and it was only by the special sanction of the
Government that Idians waere allowed to scart industries
and businass. In general, howcver, the law vas difficult
to enforce, as, especially in the Tarai districts, it
was di fficult to distinguish a Nepall from an Indiane

Contde ..
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) Attanmpts to encourage Indian cipital for the orga-
Nised industrial development of Nepal were initiated in
1936, when the Chamrias, a well-known family of Marwari
financiers from Calcutta, werc encouragedsto take up the
managing agency o:r the Biratnagar Jute Mills Ltd., The
venture was a success, and soon after, ~thcr financiers
also werc attracted, though none of them vare able to
‘initiate any substantial industrial vcnturess Towards
the end of the Rana period, the only notable success had
been achieved by the Chamria group, which operated jute,
cotton and sugar mills in Birapnagar, Total investment
Of Indian capikal in thesjoint stock industry of Negpal
during this period was of the following magnitude:-

Table VII

Foreign Capital in Ncpali joint stock industry

Company Total Indian Percentage of
Investment. the Total Au-
' thorised Capi-
tals
Biratnagar Jute Mills Ltd Rs.8,80,000 50
Guhyeshwari Rice Mills Ltd Rs. 33,500 67
Morang Cotton Mills Ltd Rs.84,40,878 50
Hepal Chenical Industrices .
Ltd Rs.d,15,000 46
Raghupsaati Jute Mills Ltd Rs.20,35,932 40
Gour Rice and 0il Mills
Ltd Rg.1,96,0C0 49
Morang Sugar Mills Ltd Rs.4,78,9899 40

{

In additﬁbn, investments from Indian sources were
planned for thd incgrtion of venturcs like the Ram Janaki
Textiles Ltd, Nepal Textiles Ltd, and Pashupati Textiles
Ltd, at the rate of 4C percent, but never materialised,

In subsequent ycors the figurss given above under-
went changess The sharc cepital of the Biratnagar Jute
Mills Ltd was incrcased to Rse 52 lakhs; while in the
case of the Raghupati Jute Mills Ltd Rs. 14 lakhs worth
of shares held by the Indian Managing agents wire purcha-
scd by the Governmente Recently, the managing agency of
Morang Cotton Mills Ltd has been acquircd by the Morang
Trading Co. Ltd, with a capiteal of Rze 5,50,000, Thig
has been the first Indian Managing agency tc take over
a Nepali industrial concern after the advent of the
Interin regime. '

The last imporatant group of financiers during the
latter part of the Rana rcgime wir: the Kakranias, who

invested Rs., 20 lakhs to acquirc the menaging agency of
the Raghupati Jute Mills Ltd. Soon howevar, the Rana
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regime came to an owd and the Interim Governmant came
into power. Thcore was interfercnce in the managunent of
the ocompany, and the managing agcnts complained that
their statutory rights had beon infringede Not until
thelr shares wore purchasced by the Geovernment in 1953
was the dispute scttlald( ut not before the vagarics of
the industrial pclicy of the nuww Covernm.nt had raised
doubts in the minds of the foruign investors regarding
the administrative and. financial scability of the ncw
regime( Direct private investment of forcign capital has
since come to & standstill, for the change in the mana-
ging agency of the Morang Cotton Mille Ltd did not mean
any nct incrcase in foroicn cepital investment. Even the
Chamaria group has shown itsclf somewhat distrustful of
the present political and cconomic situation. This has
tended to discourage thaa from making fresh investmaonts
that are very badly nceded at pres:nt in thoir concerns
that are in a bad cconomic condition,

Besides direct investment in shares, Indian finan-
ciers have also supplicd considorable capital through
loans and debentures. Such investmonts noturally depended
upon the craedit warthiness of the managing agents of the
company concurnad, and in rcceont yecars this has gone down
considerably, as a2 feature of the prevailing stagnation
in industry. In a number of cascs, loans have not bcen
secttldd in time, nor have decbenturzs becn redeomad when
mature, nor intercst on thamn paid when due. All this has
hardly becn conducive ‘to the developmaont of a proper
investment atmospher¢ in thz country, with disastrous
cffect on the smooth running and dcvelopment of indus-
trye.

Recently the Governmcnt has issued a notification
permitting foreignars to purchase up to one-third of the
shares of a Wepali company without procuring any special
sanction. So far, this has not la to any nct investmant,
inasmuch as no Nepali conpanices of any significance have
come into being.

In recent yYears investment of foreign capital
from Indian and non-Indian sources on govcernuncntal leoval
has assumed great imporzance. The Draft "Five Year Pllan
expects to obtain all its rcquiramcnis of finance, beyond
the amount of Rs(950 lakhs expectal to be contributid by
increase in intermal revoenuas, nacces:arily from oexternal
aid(o

such external aid commitmenté arc expectd to be of
the following order over the next five vears:-

Table VIII

External aid to Nepal

Source Amount Purposa
(in lakhs) '
India _ Rs. 100 Hydro Elcctric Project, airo-

dromes, canals, drinking water,
village and agricultural dave-
lopment.
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Soufce Anouni: Purposc
(in 1:zkhs)
UO S. A. E RS. 80
China Rs.60 Rs.2 crores in cash and the

balance in materials. Main
purposces are: Junior techni-
cal training, rural credit,
rescettliamnent, industrial loans,
governmant buildings, distriet
devaelopment, estaklishment of
an enginecring college, and

of camont, piper, and sugar
mills,

Ford Foundatinn Rs( 18 Development of cottage indus-~
- trikes and training in Mome
Economics.

Australia Rs.179 Construcition of roads, and
improvan.nt of the Tokha Sa-

natorium(

U.N.T.A.A. Rs. 10 Tcechniciens from W.H.O(, F.A.0.,
I.L.O.y UN.Ee3.C.0., and othe;s
U.i{ organizatfons(

The Indian aid inclues the amount alicady spent
for the Gaucher airport at Kathmandu, as wcll as the
amount of Rs. 314 crores expected to be spent for the
Trisuli hydro clectric project(e in addition( the Govern-
mont of India hes also bornc the cost of the construction
of the Tribhuwan Raj Path, amounting to a total of Rs. -

325 lakhs(

Aid from the United Statecs Govermoent, which was
initially Rs. 50 lakhs P=r annum, hzs now be.n raisad to
Rs. 1 crore. It is expectcd that this figure will shortly
be again raised to Rs. 150 lakhs poer annum.

In addition( the U.S, Govornment has agrecd to grant

Rs. 62.25 lakhs for the constructicn of roads and the con-
v.rsion of the l'cpal Covornmont Railway into a mitre gauge-
line, and oxtension up to Hetaude¢ The Upited States Governe-
ment is also comnitted to grant funds.for the construction
of a new ropeway irom KathmGndu to Hetauda with a carrying

cpacitf{y of 25 tons per hour. Undor a recent agreement
betwean the Nepal Gvernment and the U.S. Governmant, the
UeSe will contriivite $4255,000 and the Nepal Government
Rs.4,000,000 ocut of this amount{ $2,000,000 and Rs.l,300,000
are to be spenk on the construction of the ropeway. The
joint fund will alsc be used for the construction of 53
milns of road betwccn Hotauda and Narayangarh, Other items
of @xpenditurce under the agredaent arc mincral develop-~
ment, development of small industrics, malaria control,
village develcepment, the aestablistment of an industrial
rescarch centre, and so on. (Gorkhapatra, 22 May).

Contdese(
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It is also probable that the U.S.S.R. Government,
with whom Nepal has rec:mtly enter:d into diplomatic
relations, will nroffer substantial aid for the inple-~
mentation of the Five Yeer Plana -

Nepal heas also receivad aid from New Zealand for
a 'cheese factory and a milk collecting and distriluting
centrz. So far, these conmitments have amounted to $19,000,
Anothir country from which Nepal has obtained technical
assistance is Swiczerland.

In these circumstances, it is expect:d that the
financial requiranents of the Five Year Plan will be
fully covered from extemal aid, without making invest-
mant of Rs.950 lakhs contaomplacad from doubtful-obtained
budgat surpluses necassary.

It is, thoreiore, clear that in the presz=nt cir-
cumstcances, when llepal is confrooted with the vicious
circl= of a povarty-stricken and static economy and a
chronically deficit budget, foreign capital will be a
major sowce of capital racuired for the industrial de-
velopment of thz2 country. 1This fact has beon racognized
by the Draft Plan when it siys, "It is expocted that
during the first yers of developmental ecfforts, we
shall, luc to our limited resources, rely h:iavily on
foreign aid." Even itha people in genoral have becone
awarn of the fact. The minifesto of the N-pali Congress
Party, for example, says, "Ior long years we cannot
expect substantial cepital formation inside the counctry,
There must be idle ho:rds belonging to thz Ranas, otut
they cannot be large. All attampts should be made to
attract this idle money into industry. In the main,
howaver, we shall have to depend on foreign capital for
any policy of rapid industiral development." (Nepali
Congrrss Party: Manifesto adopted at tha sixth National
Convamion of the Neopali Congress at Birgunj, 1953, p.1l6)n

Tha outlook for the ensuing years will be thercfore
a substantial amount of for~ign cgpital, channelled through
govamm:=nt agencias like the projectad Industrial Develop-
ment Corporationn

with increasing stability, morwovzr, private sourcas
of capital from India may also ba mecct d to play an
Jnportant role in th2 private scctoxr of inductry as demar-
cahed in tho Draft Five Year Plan. It is obvious however
that the Cov.ormmanit will have to bring alout a more favo-
rabl.: climate for such investmzant. So far, the absence
of any clcar-cut inducstrizl policy haes bex a strongly
detoerrent factore.nlior has recent officicl pronouncements
tended w ccoumadge investment of such private foreign
capital. Recently (21 April, 1957), the Industiies and
Commerc: Minister, CGunja Man Singh, swid, "Negpal will

wnloomn forsign cepital for the davelopment of the

oouncry, at only a small powtion of the profits accruing.
thore from will be allowed to be taken away." (Kathmandu
Municipality: "Jar. Chetana, " Monthly, 28 april, 1957)3


http:dcvclopmc.nt

lo4,

It is obvious that this hardly constitutcs an attraction

for Indian financicrs who might be in a positiosn to in-
Vest their moncy in Nepale. Unless, therefore, the Govornmons
comes forward with a more practical ond clear-cut policy
with regord to investitnt of private capital from forcign
sources, this cannot be expacted to foature prominently

in the ycarz to come in the industrial development of

the country.

Markcts

Geographical factoirs, in tho main, have so far held
up the prop.or dovelepment of the internal markets of the
country. as the DraZt Five Ycar Flan puts i€, "Ridges
strectching soutward from Himalayan highlands to the
lowlands of the Tarai have intcerposad lofty deterronts
to cast-wost trode within the country,an cffect reinforeed
by mbridgtd rivoers flowing southward into India.® (Draft
Five Year Plan, P. 6)t Thus, from the point of vioew of
cconomic development, "what would be a small mmrket oven
if it were a singlce entity is in fact no mor: than a coi-
gerics of more or luss unconnect.d and much smaller mar-
Jicts" (United Hations, Department of Economic and Social
Afrfairs: Proccasses and problans of Industrcialization in
uilderdeveloped  countricst 1955, Pe 14) . The result of
2ll this has buewn highly unfavorable to proper economtic
developmentt To gucte the Draft Five Year Plan again,
"Pcople living in cmall and isolated rural communitice
are cut off from cach oth.rt Each isolated rcegion tonds
to follow a patctrn of subsistcence cconomy the most pri-
mitive and rudimen:cary type, the lack of communication
handiceping all prouspccts of devtfiopmentt® (Draft Five
Ycar Plon, PL.59).

From thce very beginning trade channcels have tended
morc¢ to run north and south to facilitate tradce with India
as well as with Tibete The various dmprovements in means
of transportation thzt werc effected in the first quartcer
0L the present century all helptd to promotc trade with
India, with thce recsult that internal tradc languishal$
There was a tendency to import from forcecign sources what
could casily have becen cbtainad localtty. Moreover, this
gave rise to discrupancy in the economic development of
the various rcegions cfthe country. On thce orne hand sonme
rcyion, mainty thr hilly r .eicn, in which poople followed a
prinitive and rudimentory cconcny of the subsistencc
type; while on tho othor was another which was comparati-
vely highly developed in so far as its exchange ceconomy,
particularly in respect of its cconomic alignments with
India, was concecrnud. This gap betwen the two sectots
of the economy hog meant that "Substanticl elements of
the population tend on the average, to be much less pro-
ductive, much less adaptable, much less cducated, much
poorer, then thoge belonging to the more favored sectors.,,
lalor tends to be less mubilc or less suitable than it
might othcrwise be and the market for industrial products
much narrowcr." (Procestes and problems of Iandustrializa-

|
tion in undecdeveloped countries. P 15) .
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Another major hindr :°c: to the proper development
of the intcrnal markects for tha plroducts of local indus-
try has becn the cxistonce of inter-district dutics( For
example, matches, cotton textiles and sugar imported into
the Valley of Kathmandu from Birgunj and Biratnagar are
subject to the imposition of duties at the Kathmandu cus-
toms house, and similar is the cas(c in the district areas
also. These probably date back from the time when the
country was divided into scveral petty states, and the
immediate gains in revenuc contributed by them have so
far proved tco attractive to the gov:rnment to wnable it
to abolish tham altoguthere Such inter district dutiecs n
as obtainad in the hill dist(ricts, as well as the postk
at which du s were cexacted at sceveral points along the
principal trade rout..s bctwoezn Nepal and shigatse, Gyantse,
Lhasa, and oth.:r Tibc¢tan contres wire abolished in 1925,
(Perceval Lendon : licpal, Vole II, Peeo), but in the Tarai
districts they still exist( Substantial modificctions
have becn effectod since thoe inception of the interim
Govermnent in 1951, For cxample, a recont Government
announc{mont waived the int r district duty on local
manufectured ghums (rain coveirs made of bamboo skins
and sal lcaves), charged by the Lale Lapsc customs house.
(Nepal Gezette, Vol. V, No.III, Part II, Auqusteees, 1957X.
Similarly the intor district dutices on Nepali handmade
pPapcr have also beun abolishad. In general, howevaor, such
duties Wwill  constitute a major source of irritation
and hinderance to the movaunent of manufacturcd and other
goods from onc region of the country to another,.

The effect of all thesce foctors on the proper deve-
lopment of local industry has been vory unfavorable, In
particular, this has handicappad industry in the cestab-
lishment of optimum size and minimum costE. In conscquence,
the cotton textile and sugar manufacturing industrics have
always suffered froum highor costs of procduction than those
prevalent in Indian industrices( Morcover, lack of an
adequate intornal merket has 1ol these industrics to ex-
port necarly half of their total production to India, In
view, however, of the rapidly davelopifig Indian industry,
as well as the numerous advantages in respect of trans-
port, power, raw materials and so on, as comparcd to the
Biratnagar industries, it is doubtful whether it will be
a judicious policy for Hepal to attampt to dcovelop much
sccondary industries with an eyce to the Indian markcte
In present circumstences it might be more advisable for
Nepali industry to d.welcp on linas complanang ary to
Indian industry than to depend upon Indian markets for
the products of its scecondary indubtries to any apprecia-
ble extenté

(To be continued)

dedkkhkkhkhkdkkk khkkdkk
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Yangrup and Yangnam Forts

on Marga sudl &, 1941 (December 1854), Kathmandu
sent a seven-point guestionnaire to Colonel Fatte Bahadur
Rana, Chicef of the Dhankuta Gaunda office., The questions,
and the answers sent by the Colonel, are as follows:-

Question: Do you apprzhend any external aggression if
the tax remissions allowed to the watcimen and other
functdonaries employcd in the forts of Chaiapur, Yangrup,
and Yangnam ara abolished, and the forts vacated 2

Answer: Thes2 forts are situated near the boundary. This
is the reason why they were escablished herc. If these
forts are vacatedn there will certainly be the danger
Of oxternal aggression, i

Questionn How far is the boundary ?

Answer : The loundary is located at a distance of 34 kosh
Zrom Yangnam fort, and 4% kosh from the Yangrup Hastapur
fortnp : _

cetion: If it is ncccssary to appoint watchman and
othnr fupnctionarims, how many houscholds should be assi-
gnad 2

Answer: Formerely, ongc patti of troops had cuch becn
stationed at thy» foris of Yangrup and Yangnamn These
troops were withdrawn during the war of 1911 Vikrama
(A.D. 1854-55)n, A total cf 958 houceholds woere then :.
assigncd on a tax-oxemt basis to thesc forts, 594 house-
holds foir Yangrup fort, and 694 houscholds for Yangnam
fort.

Thesce houscholds had arrangz2d for the following
nuncber of parsons to work es suntries mnd watchinen at
the following places by rotation £oro eicht days each:

Yangnam fort - 10,
Yangrun-Hastapur fort -  10.
. llyamyang Chackpost - lug

Chyangthapu Checkpost - 10m

-—

Total T 40 porsons.

I.a adiition, tiieso households had be.si employed in
installing spikod barriers and traps and und rtaking ne-
ces  ary repairs. Leviss were also collected grom thom to
pay the remun rotion of a pricest for performing regular
ond corcmonial reoligious functionse

A stor: for arms and ammunition, and quarters for
the sentries and watchmen, ware constructed at both theswo
foris throuch .tho labor of thesa houssholds, who had
worked fajthfully during wac and other occasions,
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When a petition was filed to the effect that the
number of households had provaed inad«quate, an order
was issucd in 1940 Vikrama (A.D. 1883) to assign the same
number of tax-excempt houscholds to Yangnam as to Yancrup-
Hastapur.

In my orinion', therefore, it will be appropriate
to continue assigning the same numb-r of hous: holds for
both thesc forts. . , o '

Question: Have any watchmen beon assigned in Isaling-
Chiwa-Phanjyang, Phalelung and Nyamyang ?

Answer: Becausce Phalclung and Isaling-Chiwa-DBhanjyang

arc situated in inaccessible Himalayan terrain, ten house-
holds each have been ascigned (for checkposts at) llyamang
and Changthapu respactively,.

Question: Is it necessary to keep these forts sctrong 2

Angswer ¢ On the other side of the border at Phalelung, the
English have an cstablishment (kothi) and so thoacc is
rmuch traffic. Consequently, it appears necessary to kecgp
the forts of Yangnam and Yangrup strong.

Although the fort of Chainpur is situated at a dis~
tance of 14 kosh from the boxder, it do:s not appear ad-
visable to abandon it, becausec it had been constructed
at the time of the Gorkhali conquest. 342 households
have been assigned to this fort on a tax—exempt basis.

It may be appropriate to abolish the tax—-exemption in
the case of half of these househclds, and retain the fort.

Question: Will therca be any complaints from tha local
people if taxes are imposed on housaiolds who have been
exXeanpted from forced-lalor (Jhara) obligations ?

Answor: The local people arc willing to accaopt cither of
these two altornatives: (a) Continue working as before,
if an adequate nuaber of houszsholds is esaigned, or

(b) gt exumption from forced-lzbor obligations and pay
taxes.

If troops are stationed at these forts,. the costs
will be heavicer than if the <xisting arrangemonts for
assigning tax-exempt houscholds ara rctaindgi,

Question: Is Jagi.t duly collected at Olangchung 7

Answer: A roval ord .. hxd hieen issuad in 1883 vikewaa
(A.D. 1828) accorling to which criminals fleein 1g to
Sikkim or India should be coptur:.d and handed ovor to |
the Adalat. Those funciions arce being discharged accur-
diiigly. Thore is no evidence that Jagut duty is collec-~
tad at Olangchung. It ‘_pm»nrs necussury to close this
route,

Baisakh sudi 14, 1942

(May 1885)-.
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The Pallokirat Mahajanch Office madz th ' . :
recommendat ions ;- < e followllng

1, I; does not appear advisable to vacate these fdfts
and impose taxes (on the tax-excmpt houscholds) .

2. The tax-cxemptions recofirmed in 1925 Vikrama (A.D.
- 1868) should be rotainad, and the tex-~xunpt households
enployed as usual in the two forts of Yangnam and Yangrup-
Hastapur., 0o ' '

3+ Jhara cbligations should bc impcsad on the new house-
holds registsred in the course of the current settlemeant .
In case they submit a complaint agsinst this step, and

N case it appears that they too rust be grant.d exemp-~
t.lon according to current royal ordors and roegulations,
the matter should be referrcd to the govoermment.

4. If only half .of tho existing number of households
Needs to be retained for the fort of Chainpur, action

should be taken accordinglys.

5. Orders to this effect should.be sent Eo the Pallokirat
Sarpat Mahajanch and the Dhankuta G&unda. :

These recammondations werc sulmitted under the
signature of Mir subba Krishna Raj Gurugherana Panditjec,
and Kharidars Sadman and Dil Bahudur on Jestha Badi 7,
1942 (May 1885), They were cndorsed by the Prime Ministcr,

"Ranoddip singh, on Shrawan Sudi 2, 1942 (July 1885).,
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King Prithvi Narayan Shah
By
Baluram Acharya

(shri 5 Badamaharajadhirzja Prithvinarayana shah) (samkshi- °
pta Jivani) (A.D. 1723—-75)3_(}\ stort biography of His Majesty
the great King Prithvi Warayan Shah, from A.D. 1723 to 1775),
Kathmandu: His Majesty's Press Secretariat, Royal Palace,
2024(1967), Pt. I, Chaptor 2: "Janma ra Balyakala, A.D,

1723-37" (Birth and childlond, from A.D. 1723-1737). (pp.91-

124), '

At a time whon plague was taking a heavy toll of life
in the towng nd villages of the Kathmandu Valley,. the old
King Prithvipati Shah was counting his last days in the Gor-
kha palace. He had a great desire to see ius heir and great-
grandson ot the last momant of his life. Prince Narabhupala .
Shah had alrcady come of age. Prithvipati Shan did not like
to arrange the marriage of his grandson with the daughtor
of an ordinary Thakuri family. He wanted his grandson to
marry a daught-r of a ruling Cheubisi King. But Gorkha was
not rich in mineral resources, nor had it big trading cen-
ters, Most Gorkhalis werc fammcrse. As a result, the King-
of Gorkha and his subjects were not rich, It was for tha.s;‘?;
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reason that the Kings of Palpa and Parbat were not willing
to offer their daughters in marriage to the Gorkhali prince.
Realizing this, Prithvipati Shah proposed the marriage

of Narabhupala Shah with the daughter of a middle-rank
Chaubisi King. A King of Khanchi whose name is not known,
accepted the proposal. itbwever, he did not agree to send
his daughter as a dla, so that the wecdding ceramony would
be solamnized at the bridegrocm's palace. Instead, he su-
ggested that the birdegroom be sent in a marriage proce-
ssion. Prithvipati Shah could not participate in the
procession because of his advanced age, and so sent the
bridgroom along with another son. The marriage of Nara-
bhupala Shah was thus solemized on an augpicious day in
Khanchi (circa A.D., 1715).

(Note-= Tris description of the marriage of llarablmpala
shah has been given on tho basis of his biography written
by Khardar Sherman Singh, A rarriage solemnized at a-
distance of a few days' journcy used to be known as Kum]e.
It is still so described at some placese But it is diffi-
cult to find the term in Nepali Jdictionaries).

Narablupala Shah rcetumed to the royal palace of
Gorkha with his wife, Chandraprabhavati. The joy of old
King Prithvipati shah knew no ounds when he saw the
beauty and good manners of his daughter-in-law. The royal
palace of Gorkha assumed a bright appearance aft:r her
arrival.

The Kings of Palpa had enlisted Gulmi Argha and
Khanchi as allies and made arrangements for their defence.
This was the reason why the King of Palpa, Gandharbha Sen,
attended the marriage of Chandraprabha on the invitation
of the King of Xhanchi. On that occasion, he was impressed
by the sturdy physique and disciplinad behavior of the
Gorkhali youths. King Prithvipati chah dioll the year afker
the marriage of his grandson, Narabhupalz Shah then became
the King of Gorkha., Gandharbha Sa: nroposed his daughter's
marriage with ¥King Narabhupala Sshahi,, lurabhupala Shah
accepted the proposal and marricd the daughter of Gandharbha
Sen (circa A.D. 1717)4

(Note-It is possible that Narabhupala shah marricod again

because of the impertinunt behavior of sultan Shah during
his marriage with Chandraprabha, as described by Khardar

Sherman singh).

This matrimonial relationship with the royal family
of Palpa enhanced the prestige of Gorkha. The new queen,
Kaushalyavati, was probably thzs grand-daughter of Chandrm-
. prabha's patemal aunt.

(Note—Acoordiné to Khardar Sherman Singh, Kaushalya was
the grand-daught.r of Chandraprabha's patcrnal aunt).

Both these princesses vere thus wedded to Narabhupala
shah, They conpletely forgot that they were co-wives,
developed a close relationsh;.p like that of sisters, and
became ideal loucewives,

Contdese
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When no child was bom to Narabhupala Shah until
the age of twenty-three years, he thought it necessary
to marry two more wives, He married Buddhimati, a nice
of the King of Parkat. Buddhimati was thus his thirg
wiLe. He also married Subhadravati, who belonged to his

matcernal uncle!s family in Tanalwu,

(Note- Sheman singh has written that even before the -
conclusion of the second marriage nobles (tharghar) of
Gorkha had brought as 2 dola a princess (maiya) of the
Malla King of Parbat, that she was Narabhupala shah's
third wife, and that his fourth wife, also a dola was

the daughter of the King of Tanclw., He has not mentio-
ned the names of the Kings of Parbat and Tanalu, But the
~acoount given by Dr. Hamiltoa (p. 245) that Narabhupala
Shah was married to the daughter of the sixth son of the
King of Malabam (Parbat) appears to be true. Narablupala
Shah's third wife was thus the grand-daughter, and not

the daughter, of the King of Parbat. Khardar Seman Singh
has not mentioned the name of the King of Tanalu who gave
his daughter in marriage to Narabhupala Shah as his fourth
wife, She does not appear to have been the daughtor of

the Kiny of Tanahi, but only a princess of the royal family).

/ At last, the second queen, Kaushalyavati, gave birth
to a son, King Prithvi Narayan shah, shortly before mid-
. night on January 7, 1723, :

(Note- King Prithvi iiarayan Shah was born' 10 ghati and

19 pala after nightfall on Poush Shukla 1, 1779 Vikrama,
that is, January 7, 1723 according to the Gregorian calen-
dar. Ibwever, mgland adopted that calendar only after
A.D, 1752, rcplacing the Julian calendar. In his biogra-
pPhy of Pribhvi Narayan Shah (p.42), Surya Bikram Gnyawali
has given the date of King Prithvi Narayan Shah's birth

as Decanber 27, 1722 acoording toc the Julian calendar,
However, Pope Gregory XIII had reformed the Julian calen-
dar in A.D. 1582 and extended it by ten dayse. The Catholic
states of Europe had adopted the new calendar in that very
Year, By the seventeenth century, only two or three protes- .
tant states, including Holland, had adopted the Gregorian
calondar, Ingland did so in A.D. 1752, lut the Tsars of
Russia retained the Julian calendar until the end of the
first world war. After the fall of the Tsarist regime,
Russia too switchad cver to the Gregorian calendare. The
Julian calendar has thus bcocome obsolete throughout the
world. In confomity with international practice, the
Gregorian calondar hos been used in this ook, Tlis is
the reason why January 7, 1723 has bean given as the

date of King Pri<hvi Narayan shah's birth.,

The eldest queen, Chandraprabha, had had no issue
by that time, hence a dispute over succession to tha
thronc wags likely in the cvent she gave birth to a son
subsequently. In Vijayapur, the sons of the eldest queen
of King Harihara sen had raiczd objections whan he had
sought to proclaim his eldest son from his junior queen
as heir to the throne. The manory of this event was still
fresh, and the King and nobles of Gorkha had made arrange-

ments in advance to forestall such a situatica.

(bnﬁd. o .
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Narabhupala shah, therefore, handed over the child
to the care of Chandraprabha immcecdiately Kaushalyavati
gave birth to it. He directed that the mother of the
Crown Prince should obey the orders of the eldest Queen.

(Note= Queen Rajarajeshwari was designated the guardian,
and later the regent, of King Girban Yuddha Bikram Shah,
It is possible that this convention started from the time
of King Prithvi Narayan Shah. Quean Subarmaprabha became
regent when Queen Rajarajeshwari was exiled. When Queen
Subarnaprabha visited Gorkha in the capacity of regent,
she heard about Chandraprabha, and, in a copper-plate
inscription installed at the royal palace in Gorkha,
changed her own name to Somaprabha, a synonym of Chandra-
prabha. This proves that the royal palace in Gorkha became
lustrous after the arrival of Chandraprabha, and that she
had undertaken the managanent of the palace, as well as s
the care and education of !“ing Prithvi Narayan Shah, through-
out the lifetime of King Marabhupala Shah),

Kaushalya and the third Queen had become pregnant
almost simultaneocusly. Kaushalya gave birth to Prithvi
Narayan shah after seven months of pregnancy. The sur-
vival of a child lbom in the¢ seventh month of pregcnancy
was not possible. A child is belicved to have been om
in the seventh month of pregnancy because some women,
tlhough pregnant, continuc menstruation for two months,
Buddhimati gave birth to Brindakeshara Shah after the
birth of Prithvi Narayan Shah, and the question was raised
in the palace that the child who was first conceived was
entitled to become the heir-apparent. But the question
was resolved through the carly death of Brindakeshara
Shah,

(Note: Khardar Sherman writes: "Subsecuently, both the
seoond and third queens became praegnant. The second queen
gave birth to a prince after seven months of pregnancy
at midnight, The child was named Prithvi Narayan Shah,
The third queen also gave birth to a son aftcr the com-
pletion of ten months of pregnancy. The child was named
Brindakeshara Shcahe A dispute arose regarding seniority
by birth and in pregnancy. In the meantime, Brindakeshara
Shah breathed his last."

Thereafter, the youngest queen, subhadravati, gave
birth to Mahoddamakirti shah, the second queen, Kausha-
lyavati, to Dalamardana Shah, Subhadravati to Dalajit
Shah, Buddhimati to Suraopratapa Shah, and Kaushalyavati
again to Prithvipala Shah., towever, Prithvipala shah
died soon after or some time kefore his sacred-thread
investiture ceramony. Prithvi darayan sShah, Mahoddamakirti
shah, Dalamardana Shal:, and Surapratapa £hah were known
as the five Pandowas.

(llote: This is how Prithvi Narayan shah h-s described
himself and his brother in Divya Upadesh (p.l), Khardar
Shermman Singh has not inonhtioned the order in which the
princes were kome. The ordcr as given alove is based
.on other sources).

—Contd...
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Narabhupala shah had five sons also from his Thakupri
concubine, The eldest Ranarudra Shah, was famous among
tham, Scveral daughters were also lorn to Narabhupala
Shah, Among than, Padma Kumari, lorn of Kaushalayavati,
was fanous because she renained unmarried throughout her
life, and spent her days in reading and writing within
the confines of the Gorkha palacec.

(Note;A calendar captioned "Bhaswati" written by Sharanga-. . -
dhara Sharma in 1673 shaka (A.D. 1751), and presented to'
Padma Kumari,hus been found. The then astrplogers used

to make calculations on the basis of this calendar. Padma
Kumari appears to have been only fifitecn years old at

that time, becasue the calendar is believed to have been
written twenty-nine vears after the birth of King Prithvi
Marayan Shah. Regisiers of thousands of official documents
written during the administration of Bahadur Shah have

been found at the Records Section (Lagat Phant) under

the Finance Ministry, Nearly one hundrod documents every
Year were issued through Padma Kumari. It is said that

she ramained unmarried throughout her life because she

was a dwarf. This seems true),

From his very childhood, Crown Prince Prithvi Nara-
Yan Shah was clever, talented, and promising, He was alsc
strong and robust. He started leaming the alphabat at
the age of five years from Arjyal (Joshi) priests. Gokula-
vilasa Pande had been the royal priest in Gorkha after
Narabhupala Shah was invested with the sacred thread, and:
the Mishra precegctors had remain neglected. lowever, the
Arjyals (Joshis) reamained influential. Afte: Narabhupala
shah was crowned, Rajivalochana Pande brother of Gokula-
vilasa, had come to CGorkha as a royal priest to put an
end to influence of the Arjyals. But since the Arjyal
Priests had retainad the right of teaching the vedas to
the Crown Prince at the time of his sacred thread inves-
titure ceramony, Moksheshwsra Joshi and Bhanu Joshi wecre
entrusted with the task of initiating the Crovm Prince
into the alphahet with the consent of Queen Chandraprablm,
The Crown Prince was then taught reading-writing and simple
arithmetic, as well as the Durga-Kauvicha. y -

(Note: Though no written cevidence has beon found in this
regard, I believe that Moksheshwara had initiated King
Prithvi Iarayan shah into the vcdas on the occasion of

his sacred thread investiturc ccramony, because according
to the Bhaktavi jaya, written by Lalitaballabha, Masheswara,
son of Moksheshwara, had similarly initiated Crown Prince .
Pratapa Sinha. It is belicved that Bhanu Joshi, who was

a pupil of Moksheshwera, and an official at the Jaisikotha,
was proficient in mathcmatics, and so taught this subject

to the Crown Prince.

(To be continucad) .
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