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Feudalism in P g:ial 
By 

Mahesh c. Regmi 

The righ::s �d privileges of rajas, birtaowners
and jagirdars have led some observers to believe that 
the agrarian systan dcvi� cd by tho Corkh.J.li rulers aft.- :!r 
the political unification of the country was essentially
feudal in character. According to one observer.l: 

He (P rithv i i1 ar2.ya,1 Shah) created a feudal 
systan of a military nature, assessed th� re
venues to be drawn from each part of the country 
in a rough but not unjust manner, and left it 
almost entirely to the feudal overlord to main
tain order, collec-:: and remit his dues to
Kathmandu, und e.xecu te justice. 

Nevertheless, the view that rajc1s, birtaowncrs,
and jagirdars enj oye:l a status sirnila.r to that of feudal 
lords in medieval &lropc seems to be untenable. 'I'hc tenn 
feudalism emerged in west'21:'n Europe and carries with it 
a set of specific connotcttions, such as the feudal lord 
the vassal, the fiei, the feudal contract, and the serf�.
In the words of Marc Bloch3: 

A subject peasantry; widet:.pread use of th13 
service tenement (i.e. the fief) instead of 
a salary, which v;;:::.s out of the question; the 
superun�cy of a class of specialize1"l warriors; 
ties of obe:1ience and protection \•1hich bind 
man to man and, within the warrior cL't�S, 
assume the distinctive form called vassalage;
fragnentation of authority ••• leading inevi
tably to disorder; and, in the midst of all 
this, the .survival of other fo:ans of associa
tion, family and state, of which the latter, 
during the second feudal age, was to acquire 
renewed strongth ••• such then seem to tho fun
d�"Tienta� featurs::s of E).l.ropea.n f cudalism. 

There is no cvid0ncc thut these fundc.1IT11.:ntal features
were pres..:?nt in 1:k:pal I s agrarian systan during the c5.ghtee
nth and nineteenth c0nturics. In fact, 11 if w0 use the tarm 
feudal in any of the pr,�cise sc.r1s(.;!:; used by historiaris, 
we cannot apply it to r.iost Asia.11 systems. 11 4 In the words
of Daniel Thornc:rS : 

From our perspective, European feudalism of 
tl e high Midu.lc Ages may be seen as embodying
a particuL:� :Conn of pcc:tsant economy. nothing.. r 
is gain.:..<l by trying tc view all :_.,casant econo
mics as variations of that one rat.11� special
form .. The time has arrived to treat European 
experience in cutegorics derived from world 
history, rather than to squeeze world history 
into western E).lropean categories. 
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in the juridi cal 

thod li es in makin g gcncr�lizat ions on the basis of ob

The dang.::r with th..: scholar ' s  conceptual theory 
is that it su ff ers u constant tendency to obs t
ruction, to rcmotcn.JsS :.:ran real li fe.  The mate

theory is based m�y originally ria l  on which th .. � 
deriv<il from 1 i.vi ng experience , rut • • as • bo,J 

ti 1a.c 0o us by • • •  tl 1 c  :inh.::?rcn t logic of internal 
consi :-;tcr.cy is li able to bccan c more impor::unt 

. thun corrc..spondcnce wit h the f :ict s E.Vcn when 
J-1eory of fcrs an adequate b:isis  for a;q:>;ait.

ning a p .:uticuL,,r set of probl ems , there.1 . is an 
to 9enounfortun:.tc tenden cy to .1bstract am 

rali  zQ  cny such theory far beyon� the area of 
inquiry in which it huS been validated and fou-

The u ce of  the tcr:m feudalism to des cribe socio
cconanic conditions in I·l •.Y1 .::.l duri:1g th-3 nineteenth cen
tury in ,:ldvance of anpiri

0
cal studi<.:s in this fi ,�ld may,

the;rcfor.::: , su ggest erroneous analugi c� wit'h the Ellrop ean 
·cxp cri cnc2'. 

It is tru e, of cours0 ,  that Marxist ·writ.crs,  whil e
defining feu d ali sm,  pl ace anphasi s 1 1no'.: 
relat ion b0twecn vassal and sov erei gn ,  nor in the rela
ti on between p roduction and tho destination of the p ro
duct , but :i.n the relation between tha direct' . producer 

. ( whcthe;.;r he be arti s an  in some workshop or p eas ant cul
tivator on the l �nd) and his irrmediat e  sup erior or over
l o rd  ill1d in th � socio- economic content of the obligation
\J1u. ch con nect s them . 1 1  6 They r=: gard foudali·srn primarily 
as I I a mod e  of product ion I I anci v irtuc:i.lly identica l wit h 
s �rfdom' : 1 1  an obli gation 1 3.id on the producer by force and
ind� cndcntly o f  his o,m voli tion to ful fill certain
cconanic dernands of an ov ,..::rlo rd ,  wh ether these danands 
take the form of services to b-3 p crfonncd or 0 £  dut:;S to
be paid in money or in kind'. 1 1  7 

O n  the basis of this Jefinition, on e has to admit
that the raj ya, bi rta anc;:l j agir contain ed  a number of
fcud.:i.l ist ic charc:i.ctcristic::;' . N everthcless, .::i .s  Marx him
.s e].f has po int ed out, 11 thc dir0ct ralation of the owners
of the condition s  of product. ion to th �  direct p'roducers "  
show "i n fi n ite  vari ation s ill1d grad.::itions in its apP eara
nce, II due to " numerou s outs ide circurns t1anccs natu'ral 
environment, rac2 p cculi3riti �s ,  outside historical in
fluences, 2.nd so forth, all of which mu.st b'.: usccrtairici.l 
by careful unalysis .  1 81

Moreover, M2.rx himself made a distinction between
"the Asiati c ,  the  �rncient,  the foudal, and the moo.Grn
bourgeoi s  modes of feudali sm to descri be  Nepali economy 
and society during the ci ghte�th and ninctcB11 th cen't1..l
ri es would be inaccur2.t c even in the Marxi st s ense. 

It  is doubtful whothor the proc c!S :3 of analytical · 
inquiry is f aci li tated by uffixing  in advuncc the lubel 
of fcu,Jc:i.li sm to any econom ic syst OTI. The sci cntj_fic mer 

and inquiry, not v ice v ,�s2.• According to ones crv�tion 
vievr O : 

nd us eful' . 
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Industri al Devclopm1:.n t  i n  N ep al 

By 
Muh:>sh C .  Rcgmi.. 

Chc:..p tor 1 1  • 
( Con tinu �d) 

Foreign Capit al_ 

In !•! cjp ul th0 impo rt.a:1 cc o f fo reign , that is to say, 
Indi an c.-.1:i:> i tal , has ul l alon g  been n�cogni z 0.d by the 
Gov-�rnrncnt: .  In the p as t.  M&\1::.ri merchants from Indi a 
W :::X- 8  cncou r.:!g c-d to come &nd s ettle  in the val l ey, as 
wel l  as in sor,1 -:.:: wwn s in the rr nrai.. The l aw, h:.>wcvcr, 
fo rbade own i::rship o f p rop 2;-ty .md r:m t '•rpri s c  by fo fcl
gners ,  ancl it w.::i.s on•ly by the sp eci ul 'sanction u f  the 
Govemment that Indi ans wr�rcJ al lowed to s t:art indu stries 
and l:usint:;!ss .  In g en eral ,  h:>w.::vcr, the law uas di ffi cult 
to c, fo rc�, as , esp ccL::i.lly in the T aru.i dj.str:!.. ctn, it  
was di fficult to distingui sh a N�ali from an Indian.. 

O-,ntd • • •  

http:M&\1::.ri
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'.;he Tota 1 Au

3 3 , 5 00 

Trading co . L td ,  with a cap it al of R� . 5 , 5 0 , 000 . Th i� 
ht1.s been the first Indian r,1anagi ng agency tc take ov �r 
a !� q:> ali i r idustrial co ncern aft �r th� 2.dv e:nt of tho 

The l aat imporatant group of financi er s  during the 
l at ter p art of  -chc Rana regime w.:..r:i tho Kakranias , who 
invested Rs . 2 0  lakhs to acquire the m e.n agiag agency o f  
the Raghupati Jute 111i il l s  Ltd . soon however , the Rana 

1 00 .  

. �ttonpt � to encourage India"1 c;:::r, i ta l for the or ga-nised indu strial dcv clopm 2nt of N q;xi.l v!Cr(! in i t iated in 
1 9 36 1 when the Chamrias , a w:J ll-know11 family of Marwar i 
finunci er [', f rem Calcutta 1 were cncourc:�geds. to t:iko up the 
managing agency of the Biratnagar Jute Mil ls Ltrl . The 
v entu re wo.s a success , 2.r1d soon after, --.. thc.r financis0rs 
also were attractc..<l ,  thou gh none of then \ / .:!re able to 

· in itiate any subst.:int :f.al indu strial v cnturE;;ss. Towards 
the end of t he Rana p eriod1  th8 only notabl E;; success had 
been achi eved by the Charnri a  group 1 whi ch op<;;rata:1 j ut�#cotton and s� gar mills  in Birc1tna gar,. 'rotal. irN estmcnt 
of Indian c.::i.pist .:i.l in thes· j o int' stock industry of N epal
dur ing thi s p eriod was of the fol loT, 1in g rnu.gni tudc :-

TablG VII 

Fo re iCJl1 Cari tal in Ncp <.1li join t  stock indus� 

Company 'l,ota l Indi an 
Inve stm ent . 

P ercentage of 

thorised Cc:ipi
tals. 

Bi ratna gar Jute Mills  Ltd Rs . 8 , s00, 000 5 0  
Guhycshwari Rice Mill s  Ltd Rs . 6 7  
Ho rang Cot to:-i Mi ll s Ltd Rs .s1 '1- , 40, 8 7 8  

I 

5 0  
llcp al Chcnic2.l InduGt rics 

Ltd Rs .sl , lS , 000 46  
Raghupsati Ju t. .:: Mi l l.s L td  Rs • 2 o,  35 , 9 3 2 40 

Gour Ric c: .:i.nd o il M ill c 
Ltd Rs . 1  , 96 1 ooo 4 9  

Morang sugar Il i ll s Ltd Rs . 4 ,  7 8 , s99s0 4 0  

(
In addit.:d::5n , invcstm unt s  from .Indian 

planno:i for thd incq::, tion of  v entures like 
sou rces wore 
the Ra..'TI Janaki 

Texti les Ltd� Nepal Tcxti l E.;s Ltd , .:::nd P ashup ati Textiles 
Ltd , nt th e rate of 4 0  percent, but never materialised . 

In subs equent y�vrs the fi gur;:;s 9ivi.=n above undcr
w0nt changess. The :::hare c;;.p i t.:i.l o f  tho  Biratnagar Jute 
M il ls Ltd waG i ncrcas1;..x.1 to Rs . 5 2 l akhs ; l.,1hi lc in the 
cas e o f  the Raghup at i  ,Jute Mil l s  Ltd Rs . 14  l akhs worth 
of s hares held by the Indian Managing a gen ts WLrc purcha
sed by the Covc.:rnmc.n t .  Recently , the man aging  agency of 
Mo rang Cotton Hil ls Ltd hac been acqui red by the Morang 

Intcrin, regime.  

http:Covc.:rnmc.nt
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1 01(. 

rGgime came to an encl and the Int e:rirr, Cbvernrn-,mt came 
into pow�r. There was inter fer enc..; in  tho m�,nagl.!ncnt of 
the company, and the managing c:i.g L.nts compl ained that 
their statutor.:r ri ghts had bc1. :n infringed .  1-.Jot until 
thbir shares w,�(!  purcha::. c.d by the Gcv e:rnmL.:11t in 1 95 3 
was the dispute settl ed(, hlt not �for e thi.� v a garies o f 
the indu strial pol icy o f th-2 rn ... M Cov(;rnm . :nt had r-uis ed 
doubts in the m inds of the for-.;j_ gn inv ;.;r;t ors rcgard:j.ng 
the administrativ e and : financial s .:. abi li ty of the new 
rGgimc(. Direct privat e  investment of foreign cap ital has 
s ince coma to a star.dst il l ,  for the chan ge in the mana
ging agency of  the Moran g  Cotton M il l s  Ltd did not m1..:cm 
any net increase in for ,:., ign c2pi ta l  investment. E.VEn the 
Charn.iria - group ha..:; s hown its :� £  s om(."What distrus tful o f  
·the p res ent po). iti co.l and ccon crn ic si tuation .  This has 
t1,;;I1dcd to di s coura g� th\3i1 from :-:1 akin g fr es h  inv cstm c.'"lts 
that arc very badly ncc-<led at prcs :,:.nt in thGi r concern s  
that are in a bad economic  condit ion. 

Besides di rect inv estm ent in s har<.;;s , Indian finan
ci ers havu als o suppli ed consi d ::rc:ibl e capit a l through 
loans and debentures.  such inv;2 stmcnt s n2tu ral ly dep ended 
upon th e  Cri.:dit w:lrth:in e::; s of  th0 mana,Jing agl.!nts of  the 
company conc <Jrn c:d ,  and in rc c,. -nt years t his hc1s gone down 
co ns idcrubly , as � feature o f  the prev ail ing stagnation 
i n  industry .  In  a number of  cases,  lo ans have not bocn 
s cttl u:l in tim� , no r ho.v i..! cl.::Lcntur::..:s been rcd81..'m 0:l when 
m cturu , nor inter, �st on than p aid when due.  All this has 
hardly been co nduciv� -to th..;! clcv0lopm � (t o f .i proper 
investment atmosphere in th::.:: coun try. wi th dis astrou s 
e:f fcct(s on the smooth runn ing and deve lopm ent of  ins:ius
try. 

Recontly the Cbvernmc:nt has is su ed.  a notificat ion 
permittin g forci gni:rs to purchas e up to one- third 0 £  the 
sharas o f  a Nepali comp any wi thout procuring any speci ul 
sanction . so f c.r , this has not l ed  to any n et investm ...n t ,  
inasmuch as no Nep ali cor:ip uni � o f  an y  signi fi cance have 
come into being. 

In recent years investment o f  for8ign capitnl 
£rem Indian and non- Indian sources on govcrrun cn tal l cv  :.il 
has �s sum .:;,.d great impo rt..:inco . The Dr,:i ft · Five "Ic� P(l an 
e:><p cct s  to obtain all i ts rcquircr:-1.::n ts of financl! , beyond 
the amount of  R.s(. 95 <?, l akhs c.x;p cctcd to be contrj_1:::ut,d by 
incruas c in int,.::m al revcnu8.S , n.2cc s c, ari ly from uxt crnal 
aid(. 

such �xt ernul c�d comni tm c..11t(s arc exp ect :-d to be of 
the following o rd er  ovo.r the ne;...t five -:fcu:..�s :-

:£.g_bl c V I  II 

Ext,.;:rnal .iid to Nepal 

source Amount P urpo se 
( in l akhs )  

India Rs . 1 00  Hydro EL.::ctric P roj c.ict , airo
d�ornes , canals , drin}"J.ng wat er ,  
v il lugu und agricultural dcvc
lopmait . 

http:drin}"J.ng
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U . S. A.  Rs . BO 

Rs . 2 croret; in cash and the Rs . 6 0 
bal r-.nce in mc1t0rials . .Main 
pur_po scs arc : Junior techni
c�l trainin g, rural crcdi t ,  
r�s �ttl(37lcnt,  industrial 10 211s 
90vernmu1t bu il din g� ,  dis trict development , cst ablishncnt of 

c1 1qi112 ,:r 5.ng  col l  egc, end a..--i 
of cancnt ,  p2pcr , and su gar 

I .L . o . ,  u .N . E . s . c .o . , and othc; :

wt cl.re mineral  deve lop-of  �)1:) cnditu ru undor the agrca,i
m ent , dcvelopmunt of  smal l industric� , malaria control , 

r8s oarch ccntr� , .:i.nd so on .  ( Gorkhap atra, _ 2 2  May)(. 

Sou(rce .i\rnoun.l : Purpo s �  
( in l c:khs ) 

China 

. , 

mil ls . 

Fb rd fbunda.tion Rs(. 1 8  DcN cloprnffit o f  cottage indus
tri(es :md train ing in I--brnc 
Econom ics. · 

Austral ic1 Rs . 1  7 9  Co nstruction o f  roads , w1d 
improvan J1 t  o f  the To kh:i sa
natorium(. 

T from F . A .O . ,  

u .  I·!(. orgunizc:i.t(ions(. 

••T " .  H.o(. ,U . 1'1 . T . A . A .  Rs . 1 0  0cnn1• c1• c:ms l 

The L1dicl!1 ci.:l incl ul c::. the w1ount p.l�cady spent 
for th-.: Gc:i.u ch,·:r Ai.rpor t c:tt Kathrr.un:lu,  as wel l as the 
ain?Unt of  Rs . 3,½ crorws exf> cc tud to be sp ent. for the 
Trisuli hydro al cc..'tri c  proj ,.;ct(. ln addition(, the G::>v(ern
m ��t o f  India h2.S nJ,.so born e tho co st of  thp construction 
of  the Tri bhuw2.n R.::i.j P :::1th , 2rnounting to a total of Rs . 
325 lakhs(. 

Aid from the united states Cbv0rnrn ant ,  which was 
initial ly Rn . 5 0  l akhs �r annum , h::.s now bc :.n ra,iscd to 
Rs . 1 crore. It is eXp cct �-d that this fi gure wi ll shortly 
be: again raised to Rs . 15 0 l nkhs p..:r annUfil . 

In u.J.di t::on(, the u .  s,. wv � nmcnt has agr�c.d to grant 
Rs . 6 2 . 25 l akhs fo r the construct ion of roads and the con-
v . ..:rsion o f  the 11...;p.::::i.l Q.)v;:,rnrr, ,J1t Rui.J.way into a m(c.tro gaugc
l inc, .:ind '.Jxt cnsi •.:)n up to Het auda(. Th\::! U(ni t<.il states Cbv0rn- · 
1 ,1 unt is 2 1s 0  conu ni t t <.:.<J t:::, grant funds , for the construction 
of a new rop cway .Cro1 ,1 Kathm(.:indu to Hct: auda with a carryin(g
c..-:-p aci t(y of 25 tons p l.!r hour. Und �� a r1;cent .:igrecment 
between t he N epal G:>Vcrnrncnt nnct the u . s. Q)v crnmont , too 
u .  s. will co ntril..� t c  :;;4 . 2 5 5 , 000 und the Nepal Government 
Rs . 4 , ooo, ooo out .::,f this amount(, $2 , 000, 000 .:i.nd Rs . 1 , 300, 000 
arc to be  r;p an(t on the con.strt�ctivn of tho ropaway. Tho 
j oint fund wi l l also be u s ed f or the construct ion of 5 3 
m il es of road between Hctuuda und lJaray,illgarh . Other itans 

industrialvillugc · d��clcpm cnt, tho 8stablishm.;nt · o� un 
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It is also p robabl e that the u . s . s . R .  Government,  
wi th whom N ep al bus rec ::ntly cnter,"'d in to dip lomati c 
rel ations,  wil l ;_:, ro f fer subs tan tial aid fo r the irnp l e
m ent�i-cion o f  the Five Yec.r P l an n. 

N ep al  hL,.s also rcc8iV·.d aid :Cror,1 ! Jew Zeal and for 
a tch�ese facto ry and a milk co l l ecting und di stributing
centr•.::.: .  s::> far, thes e cor.-i:-1 1itrr1 0nts ha.vn amounted to $19 , 000 . 
Ano th::.r country from whi ch N ep al hus o btain ed techni cal 
assistan ce i s  SWi t.zcrland . 

In thes e ci rcums tances , it  is  exp ect ':1:1 that  the 
financial requirc-1T1 cn ts o f  the Five Year P l an  will  be 
ful ly covered from 2xternal c::..id,  without making inv2s t
m en t  o f  Rs . 9 5 0  J. akhs con t2fTlp J. a t ,d  from douLt fu l-o btain ecl 
budg .. ""!t su :rp lu s en n ect:issary .  

I t  i s, t1v�refo rc, cl ear that ir1 the pres :� t  ci r
cums tan ces,  when lJ epal i s  coa fro:� t-2d wi th the vi cious 
ci rcl -.=: o f  a pov·,:�rty- stri cken and stati c economy and a 
chroni cal ly d ,'; fi ci t bu dg:jt, fo reign c2.p i  tal wil 1 be a 
majo r souc:- ce o f  cap i  t ::11 r -::c.:u i rc::d :C-o r the in du s t rial de
V<;:lopm cn t o f  th 3 couu try . ·1•i1i s  fact hus been reco gn i z ed 
by the Draft P l an when i t  s , ,ys , 1 1 It  i s  e;.q:J 2ct,-!d thc:1 t: 
du ring the fi rs t ye ·,rs o f  developmen tal effo rts, we 
s hed 1 ,  :Ju ,:: to our limi b:d resou rces ,  ri:ly h _:avily on 
fo reign aid.  1 1 Even Lhr; p s:.opl c  in ,J en �ral l1c1.vc becom e 
aw<)_r ,� o f  th� fact: . The mini fcsto o f  the N .:-:-p ali Congres s 
P arty, fo r  examp l e, s ays , " For  long y,:::ars we canno t 
0.:xp ec i::  subs tan t.ial c2-pi  tul fo rmation in side the coun try . 
There must be idL., m ,  rds belonging to th:.;; Runas ,  rut 
they cannot be:! l arge .  Al l  att2i11p ts smuld be m ade to 
att.r�ct  this idl .:.:: rr.on cy into industry . In th2 main , 
hownv,:.:r, we shal l have to d ,,,p end on foreign capital fo r 
any po l j. cy o f rapic2  indu �ti r-c1l dcvclopmc.n t .  1 1  ( H ep a l i  
Congr�ss P arty : Mnni fcs w adop ted a t  th,) .sixth N Lltiona.l 
Convunnt:ion o f  the N f".:!p ali  Congress at Bi rgun j ,  195  3 ,  p . 16 ) n. 

Th8 outlook fo r the e!suing years wi l l  be the�cforc 
a substilI'ltial amount onf fo r:�ign cc;_pi tal ,  chonn el l ed through 
gov .xnm.:5it agcncL::?s l ike th�! pl:"o j uc t ed Indus trial Develop
ment corpo rationn. 

With in creasing stabi l i ty, mor cov::.r, p rivate sou rces 
o f  capitul from India may also be C=Y.p ect ·.- d to p l ay an 
j_mpo rt2.r1t role in th � private s cc �·.on..::- o f  indu c tcy as d(3'Tlar
c.:i.ni::cd in th.:.� Draft Fi ve Yr�u.r P l <'m .  I t  i s  obvious however 
th..1.t. ·::.he Cbv .. rnm cn t  wi l l  h::1vc to bring utou t a mo re favo
rabl . .  : climate fo r  such invc.stm .:;n t .  s::> far, thi� abs ence 
o f  any c:L::ar- cu t indu ;:; tr.L::�l po l i cy h.:�s b(:;� .�1 a s trongly 
d(:.:t• -:rrcnt facto r . n· r;o r  hw.r:; recent o £fici ... ·.l p ronouncemcn ts 
t.ended ·;;a ,:;ncounrag Q inv t..;�.tmcn t o f  such private fo reign
capital . Recen tly ( 2 1  Ap ril , 195 7 ) , the InJus t. 1.-i i:.�s and 
Comrl1 8rc .:::  Mini s l 0r, cun ja  1v1an Singh, s :.j_d, 1 N .::p al wil l  1

W• ;lcx:m1n..: fo reign c�p itul fur the: J�velopme,;n t  o f the 
coun try, l::u c  only a sm�l l pqnrtion o f  the pro fi i.:s accruing , 
th,: �re frorn wi ll  be al-lowed to b� taken away . 1 1 '  ( Kathina.--idu 
Muni cipality : "Jar· ,-1 Chetuna, 1 1 Monthly, 2 8  Ap ri l ,  19 5 7 ) n. 
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Indic::i. , wc::i.s conc ern ed .  This gap bctwa,1n the two s cc t.::,t.r s 
o f the economy mu mc-:m t th.it II SUbst-:inti� l �l cm «.::ntts o f  
the popu l w.t io n t end on th r: av� �ragc, to be mu ch 1 -ass p ro
du ctive, mu ch l es s  adap tabl e, much l �ss cducat <ii ,  much 
p co r�r, thun tro aw belon gi ng to the more favored sectors • • •  

mi ght oth(.; 

l c).l:o r  tends tu be l es s  m :::.bil o or l 0ss �uitnbl(l than i t  
rwi se be and th:: market [-otr indu strial products 

1 04 .  

It is obvi ou s  thut this hardly cons ti tutws an attruct io:n
for Indi an f inan ci ,:.rs who mi ght b-2 i n  a po s it i:m to in
v es t th c.:i r r,1 on <.:y in N�pal . Unl ess , there f�r .;J ,  the Cbv ..:;rnm un t  
com(?s fo ruurd with a mc) rc p ractical 211 �  c l ear- cut ooli cy
with r� gc.:.rcl to i nv c.;strnt-.mt of p riv at e  c np i  t.:il from ·for0i gnsources , this c:mnot h� cxp ,:::ct cd to f .:!atur� p rcmin ant ly
in ,.:he y...,ars to come in the i ndus trL:11 developm ent o f  
the c.o un try . 

i·1urkct s 

Ge;o <_Jr c1phicw.l fuctc ... -;:: , in t he; mo.in , h.:i.v c so fur held 
up thL! p rop �.r cl ;_v-.!lopm cnt o f  the ir.t,.:.::rn a l  rrL:•.rket s 'Jf the.; 

count ry . As t,hc Dr2::t FiV .J Ycu. r; P lan put s i t ,  "R idge; 8 
s tn�ct ch in g  s outi:c.1 :rd f 1.--orn · I firn -J.l a.ya.i."1 hi 9hl c.111ds to the 
lowL:m d.s o f  t he T arai ll.-:,,,v e i nt erpos ed lofty dctt.2rront s 
to eo.st - w-.:.:st t r cdc \·1ithi n the cc;untry , an cf feet rei nforc ed 
by mbriJ.gt.0;d riv or s f lowi ng southwm:d into Indic:i..t" ( Dra ft 
Five Yc.::1r P l .:i.n ,  P .  6 ) t. Thu s , from the po int o f  v L;:w oi 
c:: on0ri1 i c  d(.;vclopm cnt , " wh at  wou ld be <J. sm v.1 1 m.-:-�rk2t ev en 
i f it WtJrc a s in g l e;  cn ti ty is in fnct no more th.:m u coa
gori e:s o f  m ore or l '-'ss un o:mn oct __ d and rnuc h sm a ll er  m ar
J : ut  .s . "  ( U n it 1c.--d l� at i0n.s , Dcp u.rtrn ent of Eco nomi c C:U'ld soci.::i.l 
Af :.c ;:d r,s : P r::> c �� -:;  cs ctn:1. p rob l crns of Ind.lll:;t ri alization in 
Udd cro2vc:l0r, c.:.d countri '"'st. 1 95 5 . P .  14 ) • Tho resul t of 
.;11 1 thi s  h.:1s b-..;e11 hi ghly un f a.vorabl o to prop e r  econ omtic 
dcvclopm ,;1tt. To quot e: the Draft Five Y�c.r P l .in a gain , 
1 1P cop le l iv in g i n S1 L1 a l l  und i s u l �t r:il rurul comrnunitti cn 
o.re cu t  of £ from Lu.Ch 0 th,_rt. E.:ich isol 2.t c.-d region t c.1ds 
to fol lo u  a p <'.1 t ..:. tcrn of subs i st wco 2conomy the most p ri
m i  t ivc und rudim cn :.: .:i.ry tYI.) c ,  the l :J.ck o f  c0mrnun icn.tion 
h:md ic2.p in g <111  p rv .sp cct s oz dcvt,-:-:tLpm cntt. 1 1  ( Dra ft  F iV l}
Y oar P 1 ,:;n , p • 5 9 )  • 

From tho v ery be gi nnin g trad..J ch::1nnl..!lS hav e tended 
m oru to run nort h and ::;; outh to f acili tc1tc t r � c  wi th Indi ci 
as wel l .::1s with Tib et . Th-:-.: vurious imp rov em ents in mean s 
o f t r2n sportation tkt wcr-::. ef fecte::1 in th e  first quartcr 
o f the p res ent c entury all hclpt""'d to p rom ote: t rc:¥:ic with 

' Ind ia ,  with t ho result t hat in t ,3.cnul tretd �, l anguisht.:dt. 
There w� s a t end ency to impo rt from fo rei gn  s ources what 
could cusily hw.v c bc.:cn obt.::i.i n o:1  lo caltly. r.-:o reovor, th is 
gave ri s.:! to di s cr .. ,p ;:,.ncy in th0 ,3conorni c d evelopment o f 
·::hu v ar iuus r C: gio ns c f  the.; co unttr.-.1 . o:i the on e  h�nd som e  
region ,  m aintly thr : hi ll y r _gion , in v1lu.ch p ;_-0p l c  f0l lowc.<l a. 
p rir,i:. ti vr.! and rudim cn tory .:.:conc,my 0£ thu subsis t enc e  
typ e; whi l e on th� Jth '-'r was 2_'1o th� w:::iich was comp a.rnti
v el y  hi ghly d.cv clop cd i i� s o  f ar :1.S it s c..xc han ge economy, 

of i t� economi c  ali gnments withp u.rticu l.:::i.r l y  in resp ect  

muc h  na.rrow.:-:r . "  o f f1du stri alizw.(P roc u.3tscs and p robl ems 
t ion in und o.cd.:!ve::lup o:i countri es • P • 15 ) • 
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Another maj or  hindr  ::, c . .; to the prop er developm ent 
of  the internal markets for th2 p(roducts of lo cal indus
try h:ts been the exist ence of intcr-c.l.i st rict duti es(. For 
example, matches , cotton tc::-:ti lcs 2.nd sugar impo rted into 
the Val lcy of  Kut hrn ::indu f rofil Birgunj and Biratnagar ar� 
subj ect to the im rn c it ion o f  du t i c� c1t the Kathn u!ldu cus
toms house,  and sir,1il ar is  the c as(-� in the di strict areas 
al so . These probably date back frcm th.:: t im� when the 
country was div ided into .suv 0ral petty st ates , und tho 
immcrlic:it o gains in rcvc:nuc contril:ut�d by them hayc s:-> 
far proved too attructivc to the gov , rnmcnt to enable it 
to abolish th� altog�th...:r. su ch  inter dist rict duti es ,,. 
us obtainu:l in the hill diDt(ri ct s ,  v..s we ll as the po st(s 
;:i.t which du . s wcr..; cxact0d ut s �vcral point s alon g the 
pri ncip ul trade rout . .  s bctw�.:-;n N epal .:i.nd Shi gats ,1 ,  Gyuntse,  
Lhas a,  and oth � r 'l'ib�tan c•�;ntres w""r� nbol i s he:i in 1 9 25 , 
( P erceval Li:!DdOn :  I Jcpu.l , Vo l .  II , P • • •  ) , but in t:hc 'I' :i.ra i 
district s they st ill  exist(. subs(t.:i.ntial E1vdificcct ion s 
have been effect..:.d c i ncc thl.� i i1c0ptio n o f  the int0rim 
C� crrunc.n t  in 1 95 1 .  For exumpl 0,  ;:i. rec ,.nt Cbvcrnmcnt 
announc(un cnt wuivGd the L1t r district duty on local 
m anuf 2.ctur1..;;d ghums ( rain cuv-.:.:· s  rn 2.d-2 of burnboo skins 
and s al l eav es) , ch.:tri;rc..<l by the Lule: Laps� cust oms hou se.  
( Nepal Gazette,  Vol .  V , No . III , P u.r t II , August • • • , 1 95 7 )( . 
Similarly the i nt ,�r district d1.1 ti cs on N 8p.::-, li handm.:1dc 
p c:ip cr h.:i.vc al so b�n ubo li s hcd .  In gcmcrul , howcv .:r ,  such 
dutic:s will  - cons -titutc a m.:1j or s0urcc of  irri tation 
.:i.nd hindoran cc to the rnovc.:rn..::nt of manufac tured .::i.nd other 
goods from one region of th0  c ountry to another. 

The e ffect of all thcs ::! f .-:i.ctors on th.i.! p roper dcvG
lopmmt of lo cal indu st ry  h2.s been v ,.:-ry 1 un favorable� In 
p arti cular, this h2s handi c�pp.:d indu stry in th� cstab
li s hn<.:nt o f op timum s iz e  and m in imum cost(s . In cons cqucnc0,  
the cott on tC!Xtil0 and su gv.r rnanuf ucturin<J  indust ri --::s huv� 
always su ffered from high, 1r cos ts of p rc,duction th� thos.3 
p revv.l(cnt in Indian indu st ri 0s(. Mor.::ov or , l ack o f  an 
adcquut c int..::! ::nu.l m,;rk0t ht1s l o:l  these indu st ri,,:;:.:; to ex
port nearly h.::i.l f of their total  p roduction to India. In  
view, howav cr ,  -o f th� :::-up idly cl .::vclopi(ng Iridian indu stry, 
;:i.s well as the numerous ci:..lv;:i.ntagas in re:sp cct of trans
po_rt1 power ,  raw materi .:11s .:md so on, as compared to tht:i 
Biratnagar indu Dt rios , it is doubtful whcthe:r it wi ll l::e 
a judicious pol icy for Nop;:i.l to .:ittanpt to develop much 
s ccon:iary indust ries with .:m eye to th0 Indian mru:-kct . 
In present circumst mc ::!!; it mi ght be murc advisable for 
1:kpali indu stry to d, :vc L:;p on li ,->�s compl.:,-t1 (.n(t .-:-.ry to 
Indian indu st ry than to dep end upon Ind ian mark(..-t s for 
the products of it s s0cond2.rf indu(stri es to any apprccia
bl � extent(. 

( Tc) be continued) 

******** ** ***** 
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p ::iy the n.:r1ur� :r:, '.t ion of a p .-:-i cst �or pcr,fonnin'g rc<;,ular 
2.i.K1 c,;.:r:rr.onj_ al r,:. li gious fm1ction � .  
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Yi.ingrup and Yan gn am  Fo1.·ts 

On Margu �udi 8, 1 94 1  ( December 18 84 ) , Kathmandu 
sent a s eve.."1-fOint quest.ionnaire to Colonel Fatte Bahcdur 
Rana,  Chief of the Dhankuta G2l.lnda off ice . The questions ,  
and the unswcrs s ent by the Co lonel , a.re as fol lows :-

1 . Ques½!l : !):) you apprehend any cx :;emal aggression if 
th� tax remisnsioi1s allowed to the watcllmcn and othor 
functnionaries employed in the forts of Chai npur, Yangrup , 
.'.ll1.c1 Yangnrun arc aool ish0d,  and the fort s vacated ? 

An� : Thes •� forts are si tu ato:l nc?.J.r the boundary. This 
is  tht; reason \1hy they w0.r'"..:? es cabl ishcd here .  I f these 
fort s are vacat edn, thcr2 Hi ll ci:�rtainly b:j the qanger 
of ext erna l 2.ggrE!SS i on .  

2 .  Qu estionn: i-b1v far is the i:£JU.ndary ? 

Answer : The Loundary is locato::1 ;:it a distance of 3}4 kosh 
::ror11 · Yan9na111 fort ,  a..'1d 4% � fran the Yangrup Hnstapttr 
fortn. 

3 . ,Quc�,t ion : I£ it is n cc.::,s.c; ary to appoint watchman and 
oth,:r functionarin� , how many hous eholds should be .assi
gn.:-d ? 

�1swer :  FoI.lnercly, on0 patt i · of troops had C<.lCh been 
st ationed .i t  th·) fort s of YCU1grup a..�d Ynngn·arnn. These 
troops weru wit h:lr.:i.wn during the war of 191 1 V ikrama 
( A . D .  1 85 4-5 5 )n. A tot-'ll cf 95 8 hous ehold�; \F2rc then : .  
assi gno:i on a twc- ox<.:rript ba::, is  to ti1cs 0 forts , 6 94 hous L-
holds fm: Yangrup .Cort, and 6 94 hous eholds for Yangnam 
fort .  

Tho::. --: hcus ci1olds hacl v.rran g.:d for the fo llowing
num �bc.r of f) ,: ,rsons to work 2.s [; .:r. tries ::uid watchmen at 
the followi.1 0 p l ac8s by rot at ion fc,:,__� ei9ht days ea.ch : 

Yangnam fort 1 0 . 

Yangrul)-Ho.stu.pur fort 1 0 . 

liyuITiyan g Chn;_; r;kponst l t)n. 

Chy2ngthapu Chcc}:p0st l o n. 

-------· -·· .

Totu.l 4 0  per.sons .  

L1 ad:ti tion , tl i� cJ h:msohold:-:i hc.1d be: . ,xi anploycd i.n 
instal l:i. ng s}Ji kxl b::..rri crc anj tr�ps mrl unc'l. -rtaking nc..
cc: s ·  ury r..:::p.::..i rs . L -:::vi :)S  ,;,-,ere also coll cct �d fran thm to 

A s to.r. ·i for arms and .::i.rrrnun ition , ::md quarters for 
the s entri l::S o.n :l watchmnen , H-3 rE': constructed .it. both thcs ·� 
fo;:- :.:s throu c:h -tho l c:,.bor of thCS 8  lwus..::holds ,  who had 
work1..xl f ai thfully during wur Md oth1:� occasion s .  

http:install:i.ng
http:followi.10
http:with:lr.:i.wn


7 .  �t'!Stion : Is t!filr::·. t 
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When a p etition wa s filo:1 to t he effect that the
number of hous eholds hi1Cl provGCl in adr::..qu.::,:te,  rui ord er  
was issucrl. in 1 94 0  Vikramn ( A. D.  1 88 3) to ass ign the same
number of tax-exempt households to Yani;,·nam as to Yangrup
Hastapur . 

In my opinion·, the:refore, it \-Ji l l  bd appropriat e  
to continue ass i gning th0. s ame numb· :r o f  hous � holds for 

1both thus c fort s . 1 · • .  

4 .  QuC!Stion : Have any watchmen b c ::n as si gnc.<l in Is aling
Chi�-Phanjyan g, Phalclung i:!.!1.U Ny::imy:::mg '? 

Answer : Becau se Phal clung �ma I.s ::iling-Chiw.::i- Dl 1�njyang 
;::i.rc situat ed. in in :icces�iblc Himalayan terrain , ten house
holds each have been am:;j_ gned ( for chcckpost s at ) lJyaman g
.:m d  Changthapu rcsp •�c'(.ivcly. 

5 .  ��k.!e£ :  Is it nclces.sary to ke€..� - thos e fort s  si:rong ? 

Answer : on the oth ,:r side of  the border at l-'hal �lung, the 
English have an cstabl j.s hr.Jent ( kothi) and so th �r-..; i s
r11uch traffic. Consequen tly, it appears neces sary to keep 
the forts of Yangn.:im an.::1 Yungrup strong. 

Al.trough the fort of Chainpur is situated at a di s
tance of 14  ko�h from tho borJ.ci:,  it do _:-:., not u.ppear u.d
visable to abandon i t, because it had been cons truct ed  
at the time o f  t he  Gorkhal i conquest . 342 households 
hav e be� ass ig:ia:t· to this fort on a tax- cxeff!) t b..7.sis. 
:Ct may be uppropri0tc to abolish tho tux.- cx3Tlption in 
the case of half of th�sc househclds , and r2t.:dn the fort. 

6 .  _Quc.stion : Will there be! .-my complaints from the loc.:11 
pc.-opl o if taxes ar e  impos ed on hous e:1olds who have been 
exanpted from forced-lal:x:>r ( Jhura) oblig.:itions ? 

�w.::E_ : The local p GOpl o ;:.ire \1i l ling to acc 2pt either of 
thes,3 two .:il tcrn.:ttiv�s : ( a) Continue working ns be fore , 
if un adequate m.u,10cr of hou� ,�hc, lds is v.s :.�i gno::l , or
( b) gc..--t exonptior. from forccd-L::.bor oblig,�t ions and pc1::,;r 
taxes . 

If troops are st ationccl at t�1cse forts, . th� cost s 
will  re heavier th;;in i f  the ·..:xis tin g �ran gcm cnt s .for 
� signing tcJ.X- cxemp c hous eholds nr.:� rt.:J: ainu1 .  

duly collected �t O l angchung ? 

Answ3.r : A rovo.l ord . :r h.:ii ; ; ,:?en iz:::I ucd i..1 1 8G3  V ik.c�Jila
TIC°n:-1826)  ncco :c-t ::..ng to wi 1i ch cd.minnl .::. flt:"?eing to
Sik�d.rn or Ind.i "'� should bo c�ntu r : _j und mnd�d ov �r to 
the Adalat . Th ('JSe functi •Jns "'an; u�ing discharg� accur.:. 
cli.. i.gly. Th�.:ru is no oviclence that Jay-:..t duty is  col lec
ted at Olangchung . I ·i.:. -..;.p:i)ears nec�·� ,:;s<.1r'.{ to close thi s  
route. 

Baisakh SUdi 14 , 1 942 

{May 1885 ) ' . , .  

Contd • • • 
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The P w.lloki rat Mahajanch Office mad e the fol'iow ing C rccomrncndat ions :-

1 .  I�  doez not appear advisable to vacute these forts 

1 868 )  shvuld be r:-:tam .il, und the t2.X- �U11pt households 

King P r:i.thvi N a.fayan shah 

At a time whcrl r, lagu e was taking a heavy toll o f  li fe. 
·in the towns  -:ind vi l lag es o f  the Katllnandu Val ley, the o ld . 
King P ri thvinati shah was countin� his l�st  days in the Gor

I·Ie had a great desire tu s ee his heir and great-kha palace. · 
grandson .:t the last nom '3!1t o f  his li f-::. P rin�e Nnrabrupala . 
Shah had o.l rcildY c::>me o f age  • .  l;' rithvipc:iti Shan did not like 

the daughter to arrungc the marriuge o f  hi s c;randson with, 
He w.mt0d hi� gITi&,doon t:o o f  an o r:lin.:tr"J Th:ikuri family. 

Gorkha was ChauPisi 1<in9. f;llt ,r o f  a ruling_ marry a daught ·, . · · ·  nor had i t  big �rading c� not ri ch in min eral resou rces , 
�he King l ., Mo st <.;o rkhalis were fanncrs . As a result , · ters . 

o f Go rkha und his subj ects were not rich. ;rt •waf$ for this;.:)'.; 

and l.rnpo sc taxes (on  the tax- exempt hous eholds) '. 

2 .  The t2x- cxenption� rPcofirmed in 1 925  Vikrarna ( A. D. 

as usu�l in th? two forts of Yarignam an,d YangruP· · · · ·anp loycd
H.::i.st'3.pu'r . 

3 . Jhara obli gations should be impc .cGd on the new house
holds re gist .e,:.:-ed in the cour se of the current settlaw�nt •
�n case they subm it a ccrnp'l nint ag::c inst this step, and
1f; cas e  it npp ec:-.rs  that they too rr.u.st be gr ant .,,d exemp
tion according to current :::-oyal ord C"rs and rrJgulations, _the matter should  ?C re ferred to the gov ernment . 

4 .  If only half , of thc existing number of households
n cl.:.:.b to be retained. for t,he _fort of Chc1inpur, action 
should be taken accordingly'.. 

5 .  O rders to thiG cf fe,. t should .. re �ent to the Pal lokirat
s.:i.rpat Mahaj anch anJ the Dhankutr:i <Jlunda . 

rrhese recanm cnd:.1tions were] sul:mi tted under the 
si gnatur0. of l'! ir subba Krishna Raj Gurug:1erana Panditj ec,
and IJ1aridars Sudrnu.n und Dil Baludur on Jestha Badi 7, 
1 94 2  (May 1885' ) . 'I'hcy were c,/,1dorsed by the Prime Minist er, 

. Ranoddip Singh ,  on shrawun SUdi 2 ,  1 942  ( July 1885 } '. 

* * * * * * * * ***** 

By 
:snruram Acharya 

. ( Shri 5 Badamuhc:ira�dhi rfftl E£j.thvinarayana Shah) ( samkshi- : · 
pta Jivani } ( A. D .  1 72 3- 7::i ( A  sh::> rt biography o f  Hi� Maj esty
the great King P rithvi Harayan shah, ::ram A. D. 172 3 to 1775 ) .
K<1thmandu : His Maj esty ' s  P ress Secretariat, Royal . P alace,
2 02 4 (  196 7 ) . Ft.  I ,  chap ter 2 :  " Janrna i;a Balyakalu, A. D. 
172 3- 37 "  ( Bi rth and ch.i ldlno d, from A. O. 172 3- 1737) ' . (pp . 9 1- ·  
12 4 ) ' . 

: , .... ') ·. '/:. .. \'.:;;··;:"J:, 

http:nppec:-.rs
http:H.::i.st'3.pu


109 . 

reason that the Kings o f P alpa oncl P arbCLt were not wi lling
to o ffer thei r daught ers in marriage  to the Go rkmli p rince.
Realizing this ,  P ri  thvipati Shah proposed the marriage 
o f  N arabhupala ·shah wi th the daughter of  a middle- rank 
Chaubisi King . A King o f  Kha.nchi v;hJ se  name is not known , 
accep ted the p ropo sal . tbwever, he did not ag ree to send 
his daughter as u cb la ,  so that the wedding c�ranony would
be solenniz ed at the bridegrocm'' s p.:i.lace. Instood,  he su
ggested that the bi rdeg room be sent in a marriage p ro ce
ssion . P rithvipati Shah cou ld not participate in the
proc ession because o f  hi s  u.dvunce<.l ag e ,  and so sent the
bridgroom along with another son .. The marriage  o f  Narc;1.
bhupala Shah wa.s th.ls solcmniz ,;d on an au s p icious day · in
Khanchi ( circa A. D. 1715 ) . 

(Note- This description o f  the marriage o f lJ arabh.lpala
shah has been gi VEn on th0 b.:.i.sis o f  hi s  biography writt en  
by Khardar Shennan Singh. l\ m.:i.rriag c  so l onniz cd at a 
distunce o f  a few d::i.ys I journ ey used to )� krn.)vm os  Kum 1 c .  
It is  sti ll  so dcsc ril:>cd at  $Orn e pl;:i.ccs . ai.t it is  diffi
cult to find the tcnn in N qJali Jictionari es ) . 

Narabhupala Shah r13tum cc1 to the royal palace o f  
Go rkha with his wife ,  Chandrap rabhavati . The joy o f  old 
King P rithvipati shah }m ew no 1:ounds whc..ll. he saw the 
beauty and good mm1n e rs of his daughter-in- law. The royal 
palace of Go rkha assumed a bright appearance  aft qr her
arrival'. 

The Kings o f  P alpa had enlisted Gulmi Argha und 
Khanchi as alli es and. made arranganen ts for thei'r defence.
This was the reason why the King o f  P alpa , Gandharbha sen , 
attended the marriage o £ Chandraprabha on the invitation 
o f the King o f  Khanchi . On thut occasion , he was impressed
by the sturdy p hysique and dir,cip lin .:�d behavio r  o f  the 
Gorkhali youths. King P rithvipati Sh2.h di ::U the y;;:::ar after 
the marri nge o f  his g randson' . N u.rabhupal 2. Smh then became 
the King o f Go rkm. Gandharbhu sc-: :; ropo s ed his  daughter ' s  
marriage wi th :King N arabhupalc:i  Shah. :·1 :.:,rabhupala shah 
accepted the proposal and mnrri cd  the daughter o f  Gandharbha. 
sen ( ci rca A. D. 17 17 )  ·• 
{Note-It is possibl e  that N arabrupal::-1 Shah m�rri c.rl. ugain 
because of the imp crtin 1...:nt behavior o f  su ltill1. Shah du ring 
his marriag e with Chandr;.\.p rabba , as (l.cscrib;.;d. by Khardar 
She.r:man Singh) • 

This matrimonial relationship wi th the royal fclil1i ly 
o f  Palpa cnhanc-.:!d the p rc.:s tige  o f  Go rkha . 'i'he n ew queen , 
Kaushalyavati , was p robably th3 g rund-dau�hter o f Chandro 
p rabha' ' s patemal nunt.  
{Note-Acco rding to Khard-.1r Sh�rm� Singh, Kuushalya was 
the grand-daught ,_;r o f  Cll.:lnllru1i rubh.:\ • ::;  pntqLnal �unt) ' . 

&:>th these princesses wore thus wooded to N arabhupala 
shah. They o:::m,pl�tely forgot that they were oo-wi ves ,
developed a clo� �  relat ionship liko tha� o f  sisters , cind
become ideal h:,u:.; ewives . 

. I 

�ntd. ,. • 
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o f  King r-1:lrihara sen rod raic :..<l obj ections �han he · had 
sought to p roclu.im hi s cldGst son from his Junior queen 

The marory o f  thi s ev('J'lt was still as hei r  to the thron e. 
;:ind the King and nobl as of  Go rkha had made · arrangefresh,. 

ments in advan ce to forcst�l l such a situaticn .. 

11 0. 

When no chi ld WclS to m  to Nurabrupala Shah until 
the ag e o f  twwty-threc years , r.e th:rnght it necessary' · 
to marry two more wives,  He married Buddhimati'1 a nice
o f  the King of P arbat. B.lddhimati was thus his third
wi Le. He also mc1rricd SUbhadravati , woo belonged to his
mat<$nal uncl e ' s f2.mi ly in Tanahl . 
( Note- Shen11an singh has wri tten that even be:fbre the . 
conclusion o f  the second marriage nobles ( tharghar) of

• Gorkha had brought as � � a prin cess (rnaiya) o f the 
Malla King o f P arbat, that she was N arabhupala shnh' s
third wi fe, .m j  that his fourth wi fc, also a do la was
the daug hter o f the King of Tanahu . He has �m en tio
n ed the n am es  o f  the� Kings o f  P urbat .md. Tan.:1.hu'. &it the 

. account gi ven by Dr. I-Iurni'lto;.1 ( p .  2 45 ) that Narabhupala
Sh.ah was marri ed to the daught er of  the sixth son o f  the 
King o f  Nalu.bam (Parbat ) app'eu.rs to be true.  Nw.rabhupala
Shah ' s  thi rd Hife was thus the grand-d:i.uc;ht cr, and no't
the daught :.r:�r, of  the King of P arbat. Khardar Sennan Singh
has not r.. ention ed the n ame o f  the King o f Tunah.l Hho gave
his daught er in marri2.g a to N.irubhlpala Shah as his fourth 
wi fe.  She do es not appear to have been the daught� o f 
the King o f  Tanam , but on ly a princess of the royal family) . 

/ At lust,  the socond queen',. Kausl)alyavati , gave birth 
to u. son , King P ri thvi Narayan ' Smh, srortly befo re mid
night on Januury· 7 ,  1 72 3 .  

( Note- King P ri thvi narc:i.yc:in shah was born' 10 ghati and
19 pal.:i after nightfall on Poush Shukla 1 ,  1779 Vikrama, 
that ia, January 7 ,  172 3 acco rding to the Gregorian calen
dar. Ibwevcr, D1gland adop ted that calendar on ly after 
A. D. 175 2 , rcpl.:i.cing the Julian calcndnr. In his biogra
phy o f  P ri bhvl N .:irayan smh ( p . 42 ) ' ,. $.lryu Dikram Gnyawali
ha.s given the dute o'f King P rithvi N arayan Shah' s bi rth 
as Deconbcr 2'7, 1722  acco rding tc, the Ju lian calE!l du.r. 
l-bwever,. Pope  Grego i.-y XIII h.:id refo rm cd  the .J'ulian calen
dar in A. D. 15 82 and extended it by ten days . The catrolic
s tates o f  E.l rope had adopted the n ew cal andar in that ver.1 · 
Ycu.r. By the s eventeen th century, on ly two or thre·e protes
tant states, ;tncluding 1-b lland, had adopted the Gregorian 
calendar. England did so in A.'D . 1752 , rut the Tsars o f  
Russia retain ed the Juli an cal endor until the end o f the 
fi rst wo rld w ar. A ft er  the fall of the Ts arist regime, 
Russia too switch,-:d c.v::?r to the Grego rian calendar. The
Juli a."1 C<).lendar has thls bcoom e obso l ete through:>ut the 
wo rld. In con fo rmity with international pr.:i.ctice,. the
Grego ri�n c2.l rndar hc.s been used in tltl.s l::ook. Thi s i s  
the reason \I-Thy January 7 ,  1'72 3 h:ls been given as the 
date of King P ri t.hvi N aruyai., Shah' s bi rth. · · 

The eldest queen , Chandra.prabha.,. had had no issue
by thn.t time, hence a di spute over succession to the:! 
thron e wR:; likely in the even t sh� gave birth to a oon 

In Vi j ayapur,  the sons o f  the eldest qu eensubsequently. 
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Narabhupala Shah, therefore,  handed over the child 
to the care o f Chantlrap r<1bha. imrnccli<1tcly Kaushalyavati 
gave bi rth to -i t .  He di rected that the mo ther o f  the 
Cmwn P rin'ce srould obey the orders o f the' _ eldest Queen'. 
( Not&- Queen Rajarc1.j cshuari w�s dczign u.ted the guardi an ·, 
and l ater the regmt ,  of  King Gi rban Yuddha Bikrurn Shah. 
It is possible that this conven tion s tarted fmm the tim e 
of King P rithvi Narayan Shah. Queen subamap rabha became 
regen t  when Queen Rajaraj es hwari was exil ed. When Queen 
subamaprabha visited Go rkha in the c.ipucity o f  reg 0.nt , 
she heard al:out Chandraprabha, and, in a copper-plate
inscription instal l ed  at the royal palace in Go rkha,
changed her own name to s:>maprabha, a synonym o f Chandra
p rabha. This pm ves th-it the royal p alace in Go rkha became 
lustmus after the arrival o f  Clundrap rabha , nnd that she
h:id undertaken the managJ:1 cnt o f  th0 palace , �s well as
the care and education o f  !�in g P ri thvi N arayun Shah, through
out the li fetime o f  King N urubhupala sh:ih) .  

Kausho.lya und the thi rd Queen h:1d becom e p regn un t  
almost simultun oously .  Kaushc.lya gave birth to P ri thvi 
N arayu.n Shah aft c::r seven mon ths o f  p re:gnuncy .  The su r
vival o f  a child l:o m  in the: seventh month o f  p regcnancy
was not po s£iblc. A child is believed to huve been l:o m  
in the seventh mon th of  pregnnncy beca.use some women ,
tluugh p rcgnunt , o:mtinuc m en struation for tw months'. 
Buddhimati gave birth to . Brindakeshura shah ofter the 
birth o f  P rithvi Naruyun Shah, mid the qu estion was ruis c.-0. 
in the palace  that the child wro w::is fi rst conceived was
enti tlcd to become the hcir- appa.rent. B.lt the qu estion 
wus resolved throug h  tho early death of Brindakeslmra 
Shah. 

( Note : Kh::lrdar Sherm.in wri tcs : 11 Slbs ec_ru ently,  l:oth the 
s econd and third queens becume prcgnunt.  The s�nd qu een 
g::i.vc bi rth to u prince after s even months o f  p rcqnnncy 
at midnight .  The child Wcl.S nu.med P ri thvi Nar�ynn Shah. 
The thi rd queen c:ilso gave bi rth to a son after the oom
p letion o f  ten months o'f p rc�gnancy. The chi ld was nmned 
Brindakosharn Smh. A dispute amse  regarding scniori ty 
by bi rth and in p regnancy.  In the r,1eantime,  Brindakeshi::i.ra 
Shah breathed his lns t . 1 1  

Thereafter, the youngest queen , subhudruvati, gave
birth to Maroddumakirti Shnh, the s econd queen , Kaus ha- · 
lyavuti , to Dalrunard2.n:i. Shuh, subh:idr�w:1ti to D�lajit 
Shah, I3uddhimati to s1.1r.::i.p rat.ap2.. Shah, .:ind K<1ushalyav;:iti 
again to P rithvipala :Sha.h. J-bwevcr, Prithvipula shah 
di ed  soon .::i.fter  or some tim,c b0.fo re hi s sacrcd-threud
investitu re ccrcm)ny . P ri thvi' u ur;::i:1<111. Shah, Ma.roddam�.kirti 

I511..lh, D.:ilarnnrd.:m.:. Shul!; '' und surapr.:itap.:i. s:-mh wer1.: knovm 
.:i.s the fi ve P undo�ms . 

( Uote : This i s ro\1 P rithvi N .iruyw Shuh rr-,s described 
hims el f and hi s brother in Divyi:..I. Up<:\desh  (p . l ) ' . · Khilrdo.r
shc.onan Singh ms not m ...:ntion a:1 the order in which the
princes were :to m .  The o rd-:::r n.s gi ven al:::ove is h.1.s ed 

. on other sou rces ) • 

Cbntd . . .  
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Naru.bhupala Shuh had five sons nlso from his Thakuri
cnncu bine. The eldes t Ranarudra. Shah, was farrious among
thcrn .  Severul daughtc?rs were also l:o m  to N arablupala
Shah. Among than, P udma Kumari , b:>m o f  Kaushnlayavati,
was f.::i.mous because she renained unmarri cd througrout her
life, und sp ent her days in reading and writing within
the con fin es of the Go rk ha palace. 

( Notc-.i, ,A c.:i.1£:,ndar caption ed  " Bhaswati I I  wri'tten by Shuranga�· - .  
dhara Sh..'"1.nnu in �6 7 3 Shaka ( .2\. D. 175 1 ) ,  und presented to.' · •
P admu Kumnri, h�s' bcen :found. The then astro'logers used 

· cc  

to mu.kc ca lcu lations on the h:lsis o f  thi s  'cnlendnr. P udma
Kumari .:ipp ears to have been on ly fi fteen y,s-1rs old at
that tirn e, bccu.sue the calendar is beli eved to have been 
written twenty-nin e years .::. ftcr the bi rth o f  King P ri thvi
Harw.yan Shah. rregis '.: ers o f  ttou:::;.:mds o f  o fficial document s  
wri tten during the a.dr,1inis trn.tion o f  Bahadur Sh.uh have
been found at the Rcc'O rds section ( Lugat P hnnt) under 
the Finu.ncc Minist�J .  N e.:irly on e hundred do cum'm ts every
Year were issued through .l?adma Kumari. It is suicl that 
she rcrnnined unmcirri ed through::>ut her li fe because she 
was a dwarf. Thi s  seems true) • 

From h.i. s very childh::>od, Crown P rince P ri thvi Nara
yan Shah wus cl ever, ti:.len tcd, uncl p romising.  He was also 
strong and ro w.st. He s t.:1rted le.:i.ming tpc ulph:.ib:�t at 
the ag e o f  fi vc ye.::ir:-; from Arjy.:il ( Jos hi )  p ri ests. Gokula
vilasa P un dc hoo Leen the royal priest in Go rkm after 
N aru.bhup ala smh was invested with the sacred thread. and'· 
the Mishra p rccapto rs had remain negl ected. fbwcver , the 
Arjyals ( Joshi s )  rcrn.:iinc."'Cl in flu e:nti nl .  After· tlarablru.pala 
Shah was crown ed, Rajivalocharrn Pande bro ther o f  Gokula
vi l.:i.sa, h�d com e to Co rkha as u royal p riest to put an 
aid to in flu ence of the Arjyals . rut sin ce the Arjyal 
priests had rut.::iin cd the right o f  teaching .the vcdas to 
the Crown Prince at the time of his sacred thread inves
titu re ceranony, Mokshcshwr·.ra Joshi and Bhanu Joshi were
e.'1 tru :::;tcd with the task of ini tin.ting the Cro\'m Prince 
in-tx> the c1.lphaJ�t ·with the con oait o f  Qu aoo Chandraprabra • .  ·· 
The Crown P rincc wn:::; then tought rcacling-wri ting and simple.' · ; larithnetic ,  as well c:i.s the D..1. rga-K::mv:.,cha. 
( Note :  Trough no wri t::.e:n eviden ce h.:::s bt1� found in thi s 
regard, I buli cvc th2t r-1okshcshwr.-.ra h:-.d in'i tiat.,:xl Kir1g . • 
P rithvi l'� uruyan smh into the vcdas on the occusion o f  
his s.:icrcd thread investiture ceremony, b�caus c  according
to the Bhaktavi jaya, wri t een by Lali tabal !.�bha� Mn�heswara� 
son of Hokshcshwaru, rod simi l arly ini ti utoo Crown Prin ce .. · i '· · 
P ratapa Sin h.:i .  It i s  bcli cvcd th .. 1t Bh.:mu Jo shi , wJ-:o wns 
u pupil  o f  Moksheshwcro, nnd an o ffi cinl at tho Ja.i sikot.'"lu,  
was p .ro ficicn t in  rnuthunotics , and so taught this subj ,Jct 
to the Cro\-m P rin cc. 

{ To bo oon tinu cd) , 

**** * * * * * ** **** 
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