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How Smart is the Cat.
Katherine A. Houpt, B.S., V.M .D., Ph.D.

E v e r y o n e  w a n ts  th e ir  f a v o r i t e  pet to  be the  
sm artest . C e r ta in ly  cats  are  in te l l ig e n t .  T h e y  
h a v e  b een  sm art e n o u g h  to m a n ip u la te  m il l io n s  
o f  h u m a n s  in to  f e e d in g  th em , b u y in g  th em  bags  
o f  l i t ter  an d  p r o v id in g  th em  w ith  th e  best  in  
m e d ic a l  care. T h e y  are a lso  sm art e n o u g h  to be 
ab le  to s u r v iv e  on th e ir  o w n  in both  urban and  
rural areas.

A l th o u g h  ca ts  h a v e  a v e r y  sm a ll  b ra in ,  th e ir  
b r a in - to -b o d y -w e ig h t  ra tio  is be tter  th an  that  
o f  a n y  o th er  d o m e s t ic  a n im a l .  O n e  p ercen t  o f  a 
c a t ’s w e ig h t  is b ra in  t issu e ,  in  co m p a r iso n  to 
2% o f  a h u m a n ’s and  0.1% o f  a h o r se ’s.

O b je c t iv e  tests  o f  in t e l l ig e n c e  in  w h ic h  
s p ec ie s  are co m p a r e d  are as l ik e ly  to be b iased  
as are h u m a n  in t e l l ig e n c e  tests. For  ex a m p le ,  
ju m p in g  an o b s ta c le  is e a sy  fo r  a horse , but is 
m ore l ik e ly  to be c l im b e d  b y  a cat. H o w e v e r ,  
a cat  w o u ld  f in d  it m u ch  ea s ier  to m a n ip u la te  a 
s tr in g  th an  a horse  or e v e n  th an  a dog. M aze
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le a r n in g  is r e la t iv e ly  f r e e  o f  p rob lem s re la ted  to 
the a n im a l ’s a n a to m ic a l  c o n s tr a in ts ,  but cats  do  
not do  w e l l  on  m aze  le a r n in g .  T h e y  are i n f e 
rior to d ogs  and  a ll  the  fa r m  an im a ls .  T h e ir  
m em ory  fo r  w h ic h  b ox  c o n ta in s  fo o d  or w h ic h  
door lea d s  to f r e e d o m  is b e tter ,  but cats  s t i l l  
do less w e l l  th a n  dogs.

L ea rn in g

Cats learn  to o p era te  on th e ir  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  a 
fo r m  o f  le a r n in g  c a l le d  "operant con d it io n in g " .  
For e x a m p le ,  in  on e  s tu d y ,  ca ts  lea rn ed  to  
se lec t  an d  pu ll  a s tr in g  to w h ic h  a p ie c e  o f  
fo o d  w a s  a t ta c h e d  f r o m  a m o n g  sev era l  o th er  
strings. C ats  can  be c la s s ic a l ly  c o n d i t io n e d ,  i.e. 
to b l in k  or to s a l iv a te  in response  to a tone  
( c o n d i t io n e d  s t im u lu s )  p a ired  w ith  an u n c o n d i 
t io n e d  n a tu ra l  s t im u lu s  (i.e. th e  s ig h t  o f  fo o d  in 
the case  o f  th e  s a l iv a t io n )  b eca u se  the  cat  m ust  
op era te  in the  e n v ir o n m e n t  to  get  the  rew ard.

N e u r o s is  can  a lso  be p r o d u ced  in cats ,  by  
re q u ir in g  th em  to d is c r im in a te  b e tw e e n  tw o  v ery  
s im ila r  s t im u li .

D isc r im in a t io n

T h e  c a t ’s a b i l i t y  to learn  d is c r im in a t io n  has  
been  used  to great  a d v a n ta g e  by  p s y c h o p h y s i 
c is ts  in s tu d y in g  v is io n .  For e x a m p le ,  color  
v is io n  can  be s tu d ie d  by  te a c h in g  cats  to d is 
c r im in a te  b e tw e e n  tw o  sy m b o ls  and then  to 
d is c r im in a te  b e tw e e n  the  sy m b o ls  w h e n  they  
d i f f e r  in no c h a r a c te r is t ic  e x c e p t  hue. Cats  
can , in  fa c t ,  m a k e  th is  d is c r im in a t io n  but on ly  
a f te r  1,400 tria ls . C ats  do  h a v e  co lor  v is ion .  
H o w e v e r ,  the  co lor  s t im u lu s  m ust  be large (i.e., 
a b ig  o b jec t )  b e fo r e  the  ca t  is ab le  to m ak e  use  
o f  the  hue.

(continued next page)
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R e w a rd s

U n l ik e  dogs ,  ca ts  w i l l  n ot  u s u a l ly  p e r fo r m  in 
order  to be r e u n ite d  w ith  a person . H o w ev er ,  
ca ts  w i l l  p e r fo r m  fo r  fo o d  rew ard s .  F e l in e  
f in i c k in e s s  can  in te r fe r e  w i th  th e  rew ard  va lu e  
o f  fo o d .  K i t t e n s  w i l l  learn  m ore q u ic k ly  w h en  
th e  rew a rd  is f r e e d o m  to e x p lo r e  a room  than  
w h e n  the  r e w a rd  is fo o d .

P r o b le m -S o lv in g

Cats are ab le  to  fo r m  le a r n in g  sets, a sk ill
o n c e  th o u g h t  to be c o n f in e d  to pr im ates .  A 
le a r n in g  set  or le a r n in g - to - le a r n  is th e  u n d e r ly 
ing  p r in c ip le  by  w h ic h  a v a r ie ty  o f  re lated
p rob lem s can  be so lv ed .  C ats  can  learn  to
so lv e  a p rob lem , su ch  as c h o o s in g  the  ob jec t  on 
the  l e f t  w h e n  id e n t ic a l  b lack  squares  w ere  the  
s t im u lu s ,  an d  w o u ld  learn  m u ch  m ore q u ic k ly  on 
the  n e x t  p ro b lem  to ch o o se  th e  o b jec t  on the  
l e f t  w h e n  w h ite  t r ia n g le s  w ere  p resen ted .  A fte r  
fo u r  p rob lem s the  c a ts ’ errors f e l l  to 36% o f
the  o r ig in a l  errors, an d  o n ly  58% o f  th e  num ber  
o f  tr ia ls  o r ig in a l ly  n e c e ssa r y  w ere  n e e d e d  to 
reach  c r iter io n .  T h e y  h a v e  le a r n e d  to learn.

C ats  se ld o m  sh o w  in s ig h t f u l  b eh a v io r ;  they  
do n ot  learn  to m o v e  a l ig h t  box  u n d er  a sus
p en d ed  p ie c e  o f  f i s h  in  order  to reach  the f ish .  
C a p tu red  fe r a l  ca ts  learn  d is c r im in a t io n  more  
q u ic k ly  th an  ca g e -r e a re d  ones. T h ese  f in d in g s  
in d ic a te  th a t  a v a r ie d  e n v ir o n m e n t  or e x p e r i 
e n ce  m ay  lea d  to an  in c r e a se d  le a r n in g  a b i l i ty  
in  cats.

I m ita t io n

C ats  learn  by  o b se r v a t io n  or im ita t io n .  Cats  
w a t c h in g  a n o th e r  cat  press a bar or jum p a
b arrier  to o b ta in  f o o d  lea rn ed  to press th e  bar
or ju m p  th e  barr ier  m u ch  fa s te r  th a n  cats
w h ic h  d id  not o b se r v e  a tra in ed  a n im a l.  Cats  
can  a lso  be m is led .  I f  th e  ca ts  w a tc h e d  a cat  
that  o b ta in e d  fo o d  by  s im p ly  a p p r o a c h in g  but  
not p ress in g  th e  bar, th e y  le a r n e d  to bar press  
fo r  fo o d  m ore  s lo w ly  th an  n o n o b s e r v in g  cats.

K it t e n s  can  a lso  learn  by  o b se r v a t io n .  S tu d 
ies sh o w  th a t  th e y  lea rn  m ore r e a d i ly  by
w a tc h in g  th e ir  m oth ers  th a n  by  w a t c h in g  a n 
o th er  a d u lt  cat.

S u m m a ry

A n y  cat  fa n c ie r  w i l l  a t te s t  to  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  
o f  th e  cat. H o w e v e r ,  h a v in g  a be tter  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  o f  h o w  ca ts  learn  can  be in v a lu a b le  to  
th e  cat  o w n er .  ■

K a th e rin e  A. H oupt, B.S., V.M.D., Ph.D., is
a ssocia te p ro fe s s o r  o f  v e te rin a ry  p h y s io lo g y  at
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Blood Parasites: The Hidden Threat

A p aras ite  is an  o rg a n ism  w h ic h  f in d s  its fo o d  
sou rce  by  l i v in g  in or on  a n o th er  a n im a l  (host). 
T h is  p a r t ic u la r  r e la t io n s h ip  b e n e f i t s  the  p a ra 
site ,  but m a y  harm , or o c c a s io n a l ly  p ro v e  f a ta l ,  
to the  host. P a ra s ite s  can  be o n e -c e l le d  o r g a n 
ism s, su ch  as p ro to zo a ,  or c o m p le x  o rgan ism s,  
such as in se c ts  or w orm s. C erta in  p aras ites  
th r iv e  w i t h in  th e  b lood . A n e m ia  d e v e lo p s  fr o m  
in f e s t a t io n s  o f  th ese  p a ra s ites  b eca u se  th e y  
d estro y  the  red b lood  cells .  B it in g  an d  b lo o d 
s u c k in g  in se c ts  (i.e. f l e a s ,  t ick s ,  m ite s )  h a v e  
b een  im p l ic a te d  as th e  v ec to rs  fo r  b lood  p a ra 
sites.

F e l in e  I n fe c t io u s  A n em ia

F e l in e  in f e c t io u s  a n e m ia  ( f e l in e  h e m o b a r to n e l lo -  
sis) is ca u sed  by  the  r ic k e t t s ia l  o rg a n ism  H e m o -  
b a rto n e lla  f e l is  w h ic h  d e s tr o y s  the  c a t ’s red  
b lood  cells .  T h is  p a ra s ite  is r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  
ab o u t  10 p ercen t  o f  a ll f e l i n e  a n e m ia  cases.  
F e l in e  in f e c t io u s  a n e m ia  is u s u a l ly  s e c o n d a r y  to 
an im m u n o s u p p r e s s iv e  d ise a se  su ch  as f e l in e  
l e u k e m ia  (a n d  p ro b a b ly  f e l i n e  T - ly m p h o tr o p ic  
v iru s  in fe c t io n ) .

T h e  d ise a se  is seen  m ost o f t e n  in y o u n g  
m ale  cats  1 to  3 y ea rs  o f  age , a l th o u g h  it is 
seen  in both  m a les  an d  f e m a le s  o f  a ll ages. 
R isk  fo r  m ales  is 2 1 /2  t im es  th a t  fo r  fe m a le s .  
S e a so n a l ly ,  f e l i n e  h e m o b a r to n e l lo s is  occu rs  
s l ig h t ly  m ore f r e q u e n t ly  in th e  la te  spring .

T h e  p rec ise  m o d e  o f  t r a n sm iss io n  has not  
been  p ro v en , but it is k n o w n  th a t  b lo o d  fr o m  
an a lr e a d y  in f e c t e d  cat  m ust  s o m e h o w  be tra n s
fer r e d  in to  the  b lo o d s tr e a m  o f  a h e a l th y  cat  to 
p ro d u ce  the  d isease .  B i t in g  in sec ts ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
f le a s ,  are  l ik e ly  carr iers  o f  the  parasite .

In tr a u te r in e  tr a n sm iss io n  is w e l l  e s ta b l ish ed .  
T h e  o r g a n ism  has b een  fo u n d  in  s t i l l -b o rn  k i t 
tens and  in  k i t te n s  w i t h in  3 h ou rs  o f  birth .

S y m p to m s:

T h e  m ost c o m m o n  sy m p to m s  are d ep ress io n ,  
w e a k n e ss ,  loss o f  a p p e t i t e ,  an d  p a le  m u cou s

m em b ran es . W eight loss, v o m it in g ,  an d  d e h y 
d ra t io n  can  a lso  occur.

S y m p to m s  are s o m e w h a t  d e p e n d e n t  on the  
r a p id i ty  w ith  w h ic h  the  a n e m ia  d ev e lo p s .  I f  
a n e m ia  d e v e lo p s  g r a d u a l ly ,  the  cat  m ay  lose a 
c o n s id e r a b le  a m o u n t  o f  w e ig h t  but be br ight  
and  a lert .  I f  a n e m ia  d e v e lo p s  q u ic k ly ,  the  ca t  
w il l  h a v e  lost l i t t le  w e ig h t ,  but be m a r k e d ly  
d ep ressed  an d  ja u n d ic e .  E a r ly  d u r in g  the  d i s 
ease  p rocess ,  th e  rec ta l  tem p e r a tu r e  is h igh  
( 1 0 4 ° - 1 0 5 °  F) but it w i l l  d rop  to su b n o rm a l in 
the  d y in g  cat.

D ia g n o s i s :

I d e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  p a ra s ite s  in  s ta in e d  b lood  
sm ears is th e  p r im a ry  m e th o d  o f  d ia g n o s is .  
H o w e v e r ,  d u e  to th e  c y c l i c  n a tu re  o f  the  p a ra 
s ite ,  s e v e r a l  b lo o d  sa m p les  m a y  n eed  to be  
ta k en  fo r  y o u r  v e te r in a r ia n  to a c tu a l ly  ob serve  
the  p a ra s ite  in th e  b lood .

T r e a tm e n t :

A n t ib io t i c s  or a r se n ic a l  drugs an d  s tero id s  
are used  to treat  f e l i n e  in f e c t io u s  a n em ia .  
Broad sp e c tr u m  a n t ib io t i c s  su ch  as t e tr a c y c l in e ,  
o x y t e t r a c y c l in e ,  an d  c h lo r a m p h e n ic o l  h a v e  been  
used w ith  v a r ia b le  resu lts . O x y t e t r a c y c l in e  has  
been  the  m ost w id e ly  used  and  seem s to be the  
m ost e f f e c t i v e .  C ats  are trea ted  o ra l ly  fo r  
three  w eek s .

In a d d i t io n ,  tre a tm e n t  w ith  a g lu c o c o r t ic o id  
such  as p r e d n is o lo n e  m ay  be p rescr ib ed  by  your  
v e te r in a r ia n  to treat  im m u n e -m e d ia te d  in ju r y  to 
er y th r o c y te s .

N o  d ru g  ap p ears  to to ta l ly  e l im in a te  o r g a n 
ism s fr o m  i n f e c t e d  cats ,  an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  re
c o v e r e d  a n im a ls  rem a in  c h r o n ic a l ly  in fe c te d .  
With proper th e r a p y ,  m ost ca ts  r eco v er  fr o m  
the  a c u te  p h a se  but re m a in  in a p p a r e n t  carriers .  
N o  im m u n ity  is c o n fe r r e d .

(c o n tin u e d  on n ext p a g e )
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P r e v e n t io n :

A c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p e s t ic id e  co n tro l  program  
fo r  both  th e  a n im a l  an d  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t  is 
p ru d en t ,  s in c e  b lo o d - s u c k in g  in se c ts  h a v e  b een  
im p l ic a te d  in  th e  sp read  o f  th is  d isease .

B a b e s io s is

F e l in e  b a b e s io s is ,  a h c m a to p r o to z o a n  d isea se ,  
has b een  rep o r ted  in Sou th  A f r i c a  (co a sta l  
reg ion ) ,  S ou th  A m e r ic a ,  A s ia ,  In d ia ,  S u d an , and  
K e n y a .  A l th o u g h  f e l i n e  b a b e s io s is  has n ot  b een  
reported  in the  U n i t e d  States ,  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  
in f e c t io n  ex is ts .  T h e  B a b es ia  sp e c ie s  in f e c t in g  
w ild  an d  d o m e s t ic  ca ts  in c lu d e  B. cati, B. fe lis,  
B. h e rp a ilu ri,  an d  B. pantherae. C ats  at h ig h es t  
risk ap p ear  to be cats  u n d er  tw o  y ea rs  o f  age.

W ith in  th e  last d e c a d e  B ab es ia  has  been
r e c o g n iz e d  as a h u m a n  p a th o g en . H o w e v e r ,
h u m an  cases  o f  b a b e s io s is  h a v e  b een  r e la ted  to  
i n f e c t io n s  in ro d en ts  an d  ru m in a n ts .  T h e
tr a n sm iss io n  o f  B a b es ia  f r o m  d ogs  an d  cats  to 
p eop le  has y e t  to be d e te r m in e d .

S y m p to m s:

T h e  d ise a se  is c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  loss o f  a p 
p e t ite ,  le th a r g y ,  w e a k n e ss ,  d e h y d r a t io n ,  and
pale  m u co u s  m em b ran es .

D ia g n o s i s :

D ia g n o s is  is b ased  on i d e n t i f y i n g  the  o r g a n 
ism  in a s ta in e d  b lo o d  sm ear.

T r e a tm e n t :

P r im a q u in e  p h o sp h a te  is a v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  
th e r a p e u t ic  drug. I f  the  ca t  is s e v e r e ly  a n e m ic  
you r  v e te r in a r ia n  m ay  r e c o m m e n d  a w h o le  b lood  
tr a n s fu s io n .

C y ta u x z o o n o s is

T h is  is a f a t a l  h e m a to p r o to z o a n  d ise a se  that  
w as f ir s t  id e n t i f i e d  in cats  in 1976. Cases o f  
c y ta u x z o o n o s i s  h a v e  been  rep o rted  in M issouri ,  
T e x a s ,  O k la h o m a ,  M iss is s ip p i ,  L o u is ia n a ,  A la 
bam a, G e o r g ia ,  and  F lo r id a .  It is th o u g h t  that  
the d ise a se  is tr a n sm it te d  b y  t ick s ,  h o w e v e r ,

there  is no p u b l ish e d  d o c u m e n ta t io n  at th is  t im e  
to su p p ort  th is  h y p o th e s is .

S y m p to m s:

S y m p to m s  o b se r v e d  in c lu d e  loss o f  a p p e t ite ,  
lab ored  b r e a th in g ,  le th a r g y ,  d e h y d r a t io n ,  d e 
p ress ion ,  p a le  m u c o u s  m em b ra n es ,  and  a h igh  
f e v e r  (1 0 3 -1 0 7 °  F).

D ia g n o s is :

D ia g n o s is  is m a d e  by  o b s e r v in g  the  p arasite  
in a s ta in e d  b lo o d  sm ear. A n  in d ir e c t  f lu o r e s 
cen t  a n t ib o d y  (IF A )  test has b een  d e v e lo p e d  fo r  
the  d e te c t io n  o f  th e  t is su e  p h ase  o f  th e  d isease .  
H o w e v e r ,  th e  test is not c u r r e n t ly  a v a i la b le .

T r e a tm e n t :

U n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  a t tem p ts  to treat  the  d isease  
h a v e  p ro v en  u n s u c c e s s fu l .  S u p p o r t iv e  f lu id  
th era p y  and  b ro a d -sp e c tr u m  a n t ib io t ic s  (e.g. 
t e t r a c y c l in e )  m ay  p ro lo n g  th e  cou rse  o f  i l ln ess  
but do n ot  e f f e c t  a cure.

P r e v e n t io n :

A  p a ra s ite  co n tr o l  p ro g ra m  an d  c o n f in in g  
cats  in d o o rs  m ay  be e f f e c t i v e  m e th o d s  to p re 
v e n t  C y ta u x z o o n o s is .

S u m m a ry

A g g r e s s iv e ly  e l im in a t in g  f le a s ,  t ick s ,  an d  m ites  
in the  c a t ’s e n v ir o n m e n t  is a good  p r e v e n t iv e  
m easu re  to p ro tec t  y o u r  ca t  a g a in s t  in f e s t a t io n  
o f  b lood  p arasites .  I f  y o u  o b serv e  a n y  o f  the  
p r e v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d  sy m p to m s ,  s c h e d u le  an  
a p p o in tm e n t  fo r  y o u r  ca t  w i th  a v e te r in a r ia n  as  
soon  as p oss ib le .  E a r ly  d ia g n o s is  an d  trea tm en t  
is im p o rta n t .  ■

P o s ta g e  S ta m p s  F e a tu r e  C ats

T h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  P osta l  S e r v ic e  in tr o 
d u ced  in  F e b r u a r y  fo u r  n e w  s tam p s that  
f e a tu r e  e ig h t  d i f f e r e n t  ca t  breed s  (S iam ese ,  
E x o t ic  S h o r th a ir ,  A b y s s in ia n ,  H im a la y a n ,  
M a in e  C oon , B u rm ese ,  A m e r ic a n  S h orth a ir ,  
and  P ers ian ) .  T h e  s tam p s  are cu r r e n t ly  
a v a i la b le  at lo ca l  post  o f f i c e s  fo r  a l im ite d  
t im e.
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Home Dental Care for Cats
June E. Tuttle

F e l in e  te e th  are  u sed  in  g r a sp in g ,  te a r in g  and  
c h e w in g  o f  fo o d .  A  m a tu re  ca t  has 30 tee th  (4 
c a n in e s ,  12 in c iso r s ,  10 prem olars ,  4 m olars).  
Proper care  o f  y o u r  c a t ’s tee th  is just  as im 
p ortan t  as proper care  o f  y o u r  o w n  teeth .  
G en era l  h e a lth  is im p r o v e d  by  e l im in a t in g  too th  
in f e c t io n s  an d  re la te d  g u m  d isea se .  M ost o w n 
ers b e l i e v e  th a t  gu m  d ise a se  w i l l  not occu r  u n t i l  
the ir  ca t  b e c o m e s  aged . H o w e v e r ,  th is  is not  
true. G u m  d ise a se  has been  d ia g n o se d  in  cats  
o n ly  2 yea rs  o ld . T h e r e fo r e ,  it b e h o o v e s  the  
cat o w n e r  to be on  th e  a ler t  fo r  s ig n s  o f  gu m  
d ise a se  an d  to ta k e  p r e v e n t iv e  m easures.

S ig n s  o f  G um  D ise a se

Bad b rea th  (h a l i to s is )  in c r e a se s  as p la q u e  a c 
c u m u la te s  on  th e  to o th  su r fa c e .  T h e  f ir s t  tee th  
to be a f f e c t e d  are  th e  p rem olars  and  m olars.  
O ver t im e  th e  p la q u e  m in e r a l iz e s ,  fo r m in g  a 
y e l lo w is h -b r o w n  d is c o lo r a t io n  on the  tooth  
su r fa c e  (tartar). T h e  gu m s b eco m e  in f la m e d  
( g in g iv i t i s )  as m ore  d e p o s i t s  a c c u m u la te .  T h e  
p a in  fr o m  th e  in f la m e d  gu m s ca u ses  d i f f i c u l t y  in  
e a t in g  an d  a loss o f  a p p e t i te .  T h e  cat  m ay  
b eg in  p a w in g  at the  m o u th ,  and  b le e d in g  at the  
gum s m ay  o ccu r  as th e  d ise a se  progresses.  
(S ia m ese  cats  o f t e n  h a v e  grea ter  in f la m m a t io n  
o f  the  gu m s in  re la t io n  to the  a m o u n t  o f  tar 
tar.) T h e  f i n a l  o u tc o m e  o f  u n tr e a te d  g in g iv i t i s  
is loss o f  te e th  a n d  p o ss ib ly  s y s te m ic  in fe c t io n s .  
U p p e r  te e th  are lost  m ore f r e q u e n t ly  th an  low er  
teeth .

H o m e  D e n t is tr y

D a i ly  r e m o v a l  o f  p la q u e  is a p r im e  fa c to r  in  
p r e v e n t in g  an d  c o n tr o l l in g  d e n ta l  d isease .  
T h e r e  is d o c u m e n te d  e v id e n c e  that  d a i ly  c l e a n 
in g  red u ces  tartar  f o r m a t io n  b y  95 percent;  or 
76 p ercen t  fo r  w e e k ly  c le a n in g s .  (I f  y o u  ow n  
an o ld er  cat ,  it w o u ld  be p ru d en t  to f ir s t  
s c h e d u le  y o u r  ca t  fo r  a p r o fe s s io n a l  d e n ta l  
c le a n in g  w ith  a v e te r in a r ia n .)

H om e d e n t i s tr y  c o n s is t s  o f  "brushing" you r  
c a t ’s tee th . B e g in  th e  process  by  a c c l im a t in g  
you r  cat to b e in g  h a n d le d  a ro u n d  the  m u z z le

and o p e n in g  its  m ou th . T h is  sh o u ld  be a s low  
process  c o m b in e d  w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  p ra ise  to 
p re v e n t  y o u r  cat  f r o m  p a n ic k in g .  Y ou  n eed  to 
in s t i l l  trust  in y o u r  cat ,  a f t e r  a l l  y o u  w i l l  be 
p u tt in g  y o u r  f in g e r s  in d ir e c t  d a n g er  o f  b e ing  
b it ten .  D o  n ot  sh o r tc u t  th e  t im e  sp en t  in this  
v ery  im p o r ta n t  step . H o w e v e r ,  i f  your cat 
c o n t in u e s  to be u n c o o p e r a t iv e ,  m ore routine  
d e n ta l  c h e c k u p s  sh o u ld  be s c h e d u le d  w ith  a 
v e te r in a r ia n .

A f t e r  y o u r  ca t  c o m p le te ly  trusts  you  and  
su b m its  to  the  h a n d l in g  o f  its  m o u th ,  w rap  a 
p ie c e  o f  c le a n  g a u z e  a ro u n d  y o u r  in d e x  f in g er .  
With you r  f r e e  h a n d  g e n t ly  l i f t  the  upper lip  to 
ex p o se  th e  tee th  (or th e  lo w e r  l ip  to expose  
the  lo w e r  teeth ) .  D ip  y o u r  w r a p p ed  f in g e r  in a 
d i lu te  so lu t io n  o f  h y d r o g e n  p e r o x id e  or 0.2 
p ercen t  c h lo r h e x id in e  so lu t io n .  (D o  not use  
h u m a n  to o th p a ste s  as th e y  ca u se  e x c e s s iv e  
s a l iv a t io n  an d  i f  s w a l lo w e d  m a y  resu lt  in g a s 
t r o in te s t in a l  upsets .)  G e n t ly  rub the  teeth ,  
b e in g  sure to in c lu d e  th e  gum s. P er fo r m  your  
c a t ’s tee th  c le a n in g  at a re g u la r ly  sch ed u led  
t im e  so th a t  it b e c o m e s  a h a b it  fo r  both  you  
and  y o u r  cat. E v e n t u a l ly  y o u  m a y  be ab le  to 
su b s t i tu te  a so f t -b r is t le ,  sm a ll  c h i ld - s iz e d  to o th 
brush. H o w e v e r ,  som e cats  m ay  n ot  to lerate  
the  brush.

A lso ,  th e  a b ra s io n  ca u se d  by  dry  cat  fo o d s  
can  a id  in r em o v a l  o f  tartar  b u ild u p .

T h e  R o le  o f  th e  V e te r in a r ia n

R e g u la r  d e n ta l  c h e c k u p s  p e r fo r m e d  by  a v e te r 
in a r ia n  are v ery  im p o rta n t .  H e / s h e  can  p er form  
p r o fe s s io n a l  tee th  c le a n in g  to r em o v e  b u ilt -u p  
tartar  an d  p la q u e ,  a n d  r e m o v e  a n y  in fe c te d  
teeth . (T h e se  p r o c e d u r e s  are p e r fo r m e d  under  
a n es th es ia .)

A lso ,  y o u r  v e te r in a r ia n  can  run d ia g n o s t ic  
tests  to c o n f ir m  or ru le  ou t  the presen ce  o f  
k id n e y  d ise a se ,  d ia b e te s ,  h y p o th y r o id is m ,  f e l in e  
T - ly m p h o tr o p ic  v ir u s  i n f e c t io n ,  or f e l in e  l e u k e 
m ia  w h ic h  can  p r ed isp o se  ca ts  to gu m  d isease .  ■
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Subject Index

T h e f o l l o w in g  is a c a te g o r ic a l  l i s t in g  o f  past a r t ic le s  p u b l ish e d  in  P e rsp e ctiv e s on Cats. I f  y o u  are 
in teres ted  in r e c e iv in g  a past is su e  or a rep r in t  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  a r t ic le ,  th ere  is a ch a rg e  o f  $1 per 
request  to c o v e r  th e  cost  o f  h a n d l in g  an d  m a il in g .

B a c te r ia l  D ise a se s
Cat Scratch Disease, Win '83 
Cause of Cat Scratch Disease, Sum ’86

B a sic  In fo r m a t io n
Barnyard Cat, June '81 
Special Needs of the Older Cat, Sept ’82 
New Hope & Healing Through Pet Therapy, 

Dec ’82
Cats Through the Ages, Sum ’84 
Allergic to Cats? Don’t Despair, Fall ’85 
How do Cats Purr? Fall '85 
Summer Camp for Your Cat, Sum '86 
Can You Catch It From Your Cat? Spr '87

B eh a v io r
Feline Behavior Problems, Nov '81 
High-Rise Syndrome, Spr '83 
Solving Housesoiling Problems, Sum '86

D ia g n o s t ic  T e s t s
In-hospital Test for FeLV, June '81 
The KELA Test for Coronavirus, Apr ’82 
How Viruses are Diagnosed, Apr '82

D ig e s t iv e  S y s te m
Cornell Survey on GI Viruses, Mar '81 
Giardia Can Cause Chronic Diarrhea, Fall ’85 
Feline Gum Disease, Fall '84

E yes
Intraocular Inflammation in Cats, Spr ’84

First  Aid
Summer Safety Hazards, Sum '83 
Life-threatening Injuries, Fall '83 
Care for Burns and Frostbite, Win '83 
Is Your Cat a Pill About Pills? Win '84 
Abcesses in the Cat, Fall '85 
Holiday Hazards, Win '85 
Heat Stroke, Sum '86 
CPR: The Breath of Life, Fall ’86

G e n e t ic s
Inheritied Craniofacial Malformations in 

Burmese, Dec '82 
A Matter of Color: Calico & Tortie, Fall ’86

H eart
New Studies on Heart Disease, Apr '82 
Heartworm: A New Feline Disease, Sum ’85 
Lincoln Sets Pace for Cardiology, Spr ’86

M eta b o lic  D iso rd ers
Feline Thyroid Disease, Sept '82

A Look at Hyperthyroidism, Win '86 
Home Treatment for Diabetic Cats, Win '87

N ervou s  S y s te m
CNS Disease in the Cat, Nov '81

N e o n a ta l  C are
Premature Kitten Deaths, Sum ’85 
Queen for a Day ... or More, Spr '86

N u tr it io n
Read the Label, Spr '85 
Fat Cats Have Weighty Problems, Sum ’87 
Know Your A,B,Cs of Vitamin Nutrition, Fall 

’87

P a r a s i te s
Feline Toxoplasmosis, Spring '83 
Heartworm:A New Feline Disease, Sum '85 
Giardia Can Cause Chronic Diarrhea, Fall ’85 
Don’t Let Fleas Become a FAD, Spr '86

P o iso n s
Antifreeze Poisoning, Apr ’82 
Plant Poisoning, Spr '84 
Counteract Chemical Poisons, Sum ’84 
Inside Story on Rodenticides, Sum '87

R e p ro d u ct io n
Breeding Basics, Win '86 
Feline Breast Cancer? Sum '87

R e sp ir a to r y  S y s te m
Feline Respiratory Disease, Win '85

S k in
Fleas and Flea Allergy Dermatitis, June ’81 
Rodent Ulcer is Perplexing Disease, Fall '86 
Don't Let Fleas Become a FAD, Spr '86

U r in a r y  S y s te m
What’s the Fuss over FUS?, Win 85 
Kidney Disease in Cats, Spr '87

V ira l  D ise a se s
Cornell Study on GI Viruses, Mar ’81
FeLV Transmission, Human Risk, Mar ’81
Cornell Study Herpesvirus, Mar ’81
FIP Update, Jun ’81
Worldwide FIP, Apr ’82
Feline Rabies on the Rise, Win ’83
Answers to Questions on FIP, Win & Spr '84
Rabies Alert! Fall '85
FeLV Vaccine is Now Available, Spr ’85
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Honor Roll
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  in d iv id u a ls  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  $1 0 0  or m ore to su p p ort  th e  C o rn e l l  F e l in e  H ea lth  
C e n te r ’s w o rk  on f e l i n e  d iseases .  We are m ost g r a te fu l  fo r  th e ir  su p p ort  an d  th e  su p p ort  o f  m any  
others  w h o  are  n ot  l i s te d  on th e  h on or  roll.

Name

Laurence M. Addington, New York
Sally Axelrod, New York

Don and Joan Blackburn, Texas

Sherry Carran, Kentucky
Kathryn and Leisa Chandross, New York
Dorothy Corlis, New York

Lynn Diamond, New York

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Evans, Sr., Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fine, Dist. of Columbia
Gerald and B.W. Hamm, Florida
JoAnn Hanson, New York
William Hay, New York
Baldwin C. Hvass, Connecticut
Wayne and Laurie Kail, Texas

Dorothy Karlsen and Bruce Levine, New York
Anna Kierpaul, Michigan
Louis Lohr, Ohio

Tom Mayerl and Sue Loerhl, Wisconsin
Lynn L. McCanless, New Jersey

Mr. & Mrs. Ellice McDonald Jr., Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. John Meldrum, California
Annette Muir, New York
Vaughn Prunier, New York
Brigita Rameika, Illinois
Rachaele Raynoff, New York
John & Lin Rooker, New York

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Rumbel, Virginia
Trudy Schlossberg, New York

Dr. and Mrs. Dale Schulz, Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Eldwin Strong, Virginia
The Washington Post, Dist. of Columbia
Ila Kay Voris, New York
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Wendelken, New York
Constance J. Wright, New York

Funds given for:

General Donation
In memory of Honey and Aunt Dolly 
In memory of Cookie 
General Donation 
In memory of Bill 
In honor of Dr. Richard Zeitel 
In memory of Henry Kissinger, Sunday, 

and Bay Calico 
In memory of Amelia Gilmore’s cat 
In memory of WYZZ’S Golden Boy Sam 
In memory of Ascot 
In memory of Mocha 
In memory of Sydney 
In memory of Xantippe and Spare 
General Donation 
FIP Research 

In memory of Chuck 
General Donation 
General Donation 
In memory of Pee Wee 
In memory of Tumbles 
General Donation 
FIP Research 
In memory of Ming 
General Donation 
Feline Leukemia Research 
General Donation 
General Donation 
In memory of Merry and Smokey 
In memory of Curious 
FIP Research
In memory of Thomas Jefferson 
Matching Gift 
FIP Research 
General Donation 
In memory of Love

C o n tr ib u t in g  M em bersh ips:

A lp o  Pet F o o d s ,  Inc., P e n n s y lv a n ia  
K a r e n  C o u r te n a y ,  M a ssa ch u se tts

(In m em o ry  o f  T a i l s p in ,  T a co s ,  and  S im on )  
K e n t u c k ia n a  Cat C lu b , K e n t u c k y  
Dr. B arbara  M ella ,  V ir g in ia  
Susan  M orere, M ain e  

(In m em o ry  o f  P ip )
E. A s h le y  P a lm er , N e w  Y o rk
L e s l ie  R o ss  & Bob S h a n n o n ,  N e w  Y ork

(In m em o ry  o f  A la n ,  P ig g y ,  P aka , and  L ero y )  
P h y l l i s  R. S tr ick ler ,  N e w  Y ork  
D e b o r a h  L. T h o m a s ,  F lo r id a

★  ★  ★

We also  w ish  to ex p ress  our th a n k s  to the  
f o l l o w in g  c a t  c lubs  fo r  s u p p o r t in g  the  w ork  o f  
the C orn e ll  F e l in e  H e a lth  C enter .

G a rd en  S tate  Cat C lub , N e w  Jersey  
I l l in o is - I o w a  C at F a n c ie r s ,  Iow a  
J a n e s v i l le  A l l -B r e e d  C at C lub , I l l in o is  
M o h a w k  V a l le y  C at F a n c ie r s ,  N e w  Y ork  
N a t io n a l  C a p ita l  C at S h o w , V ir g in ia  
T a b b y  & T o r t ie  C lu b  o f  the  West, C a l i fo r n ia
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Special Thanks
We r e c e iv e d  a v e r y  h e a r tw a r m in g  resp on se  to our 1987 w is h  l is t  w i t h  m a n y  p eop le  
s e n d in g  in  c o n tr ib u t io n s .  We are g r a te fu l  an d  a p p r e c ia t iv e  o f  y o u r  support.  In 
a p p r e c ia t io n ,  w e  h a v e  a c k n o w le d g e d  th ose  w h o  r e sp o n d ed  to our a p p e a l  fo r  eq u ip m en t:

S h aron  B e d fo r d ,  N e w  Y o rk
Dr. G len  C ar lson , C a l i fo r n ia
D o lo r e s  C a se l la ,  N e w  Y o rk
P a tr ic ia  C o ll in s ,  N e w  Y o rk
Mr. & Mrs. A lb e r t  C o p p o la ,  N e w  Y ork
A m e l ia  D ia m o n d ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia
Mr. & Mrs. R o g er  D itm a n ,  N e w  Y ork

(In m em o ry  o f  T e n th  S tr e e t ’s "Mamma Cat") 
Mr. & Mrs. E r w in  E d e lm a n ,  C o n n e c t ic u t  

(In  m em o ry  o f  "Fang")
S usan  F ish er ,  N e w  Y o rk
C alla  F r ic k e ,  N e w  Y o rk
B arbara  G a r d in e e r ,  N e w  Y ork
Mr. & Mrs. John  G a r th w a ite ,  N e w  Jersey
Mr. & Mrs. Joh n  G o o d r ic h ,  F lo r id a
Mr. & Mrs. W ill iam  H e f le r ,  M a ssa ch u se tts
V ir g in ia  H o w e l l ,  V ir g in ia
Mr. & Mrs. M y ro n  J o h n sto n , Jr., V ir g in ia
P a tr ic ia  L a k e ,  M ic h ig a n
A u d r e y  L o b d e l l ,  N e w  Y o rk
Jess ie  M cG il le s s ,  O k la h o m a
B ren d a  M a c la r y ,  M a ry la n d
M arti M iles ,  C o n n e c t ic u t
Mr. & Mrs. C o n ra d  M ils ter ,  N e w  Y ork
B arbara  M u to ,  N e w  Y ork

B arry  P e r lm u tte r ,  N e w  Jersey  
M a g g ie  Orr, P e n n s y lv a n ia
C y n th ia  P h i l l ip s  & T h o m a s  M artin ,  M a ssa ch u setts
C aro l P itk in ,  N e w  Y ork
Barbara  R ic h a r d s o n ,  V ir g in ia
N. H o l l i s  R i f e ,  N e w  Y o rk
Mr. & Mrs. John  R ig b y ,  V ir g in ia
P h y l l i s  R o s a l l i ,  W ash in gton
M a r i ly n  R oss ,  V ir g in ia
B arbara  S c h ie m e r ,  N e w  Y ork
S u sa n n e  S c h m it th e n n e r ,  C o n n e c t ic u t
Mr. & Mrs. H erb ert  S ch w a rz ,  N e w  Y o rk
D ia n e  S h a w , N e w  Y o rk
W in ifr e d  S hores ,  N e w  Y ork
W ill iam  S im m , M ic h ig a n
Mr. & Mrs. N o r m a n  S isk e l ,  F lo r id a
Mr. & Mrs. R o y  T a y lo r ,  L o u is ia n a
Mr. & Mrs. R a lp h  T erro n es ,  C a l i fo r n ia
Joan  T o s t i ,  V ir g in ia
D o n a ld  & K a r e n  T ro tter ,  N e w  Y ork
Mr. & Mrs. R o b e r t  T u c k e r ,  N e w  Y o rk
Jessie  Ward, N e w  Y ork
Mr. & Mrs. G a ry  W ood, N e w  Y ork
Mr. & Mrs. G era ld  Z im m e r m a n ,  M a ry la n d

Cornell Feline Health Center 

Cornell University 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

Ithaca, New York 14853

Flower Library
Schurman Hal l
Fel ine  Heal th Center


