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hoped his own antibodies might hold the key to saving his friend. 

54 Style & Substance
Human Ecology’s Fashion + Textile Collection boasts more than 10,000 pieces  
dating from the late 1700s to the present day. “These items tell important stories 
that might not be recorded in words,” says collection director Denise Green ’07. 
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We made the choice to reopen based on our finding—
counterintuitive though it may be—that an in-person semester
is the best possible way for Cornell to limit the spread of the
coronavirus, on our campus and across the Ithaca region. 

 
 

 

Safety First 
A detailed look at the University’s plan to prevent the spread
of COVID-19, on the Hill and in the Ithaca community 

The following message was sent 
to the Cornell and Ithaca com
munities on August 5. It has 
been slightly edited for length. 
The full text, along with other 
recent messages, can be found 
at statements.cornell.edu.

 A s we look ahead to 
the autumn and to 
the return of students 

to Ithaca, I know that many 
of you have concerns about 
Cornell’s decision to reopen for 
residential instruction. Since 

we announced our plans, I have replied to dozens of 
messages from the Cornell community and greater Ithaca 
area, asking how we plan to prevent the spread of coro
navirus across campus and into the Ithaca community. 
Some have shared their feeling that our decision to reopen 
was made not on the grounds of health, but on the basis 
of Cornell’s finances. 

As Cornell’s president, I feel acutely our responsibil
ity to safeguard the health and well-being of not only our 
students, but of our entire 
community: those who 
study and work at Cornell, 
and those living in the region 
we call home. As we have 
determined our path forward 
during this pandemic, I want 
to be absolutely clear that 
every one of our decisions has been, and will continue to 
be, driven by that responsibility, not by our own financial 
considerations. Rather, we made the choice to reopen 
based on our finding—counterintuitive though it may 
be—that an in-person semester is the best possible way 
for Cornell to limit the spread of the coronavirus, on our 
campus and across the Ithaca region. 

As much as we would all like for Cornell to have a way 
to stop the spread of the coronavirus among and beyond 
our student population, it is clear that no such option 
exists—even if we were to conduct the fall semester 
online. Most of our students live off campus, in privately 
leased accommodations over which Cornell has no legal 

authority. Thousands of them have told us that they 
plan to return to Ithaca even in the event of an all-online 
semester—in which case we would be extremely limited 
in our ability to control how and where they gather, 
or to mandate their compliance with any testing and 
isolation protocol. 

Over the past months, we have modeled multiple 
scenarios for Cornell’s operation and the likely path of viral 
spread in each case. The decisions we have made have been 
guided by those findings (which have been updated as the 
pandemic has progressed) and by the similar findings and 
comparable modeling by others. We have relied as well on 
the evidence-based best practices laid out by public health 
experts such as Anthony Fauci, MD ’66, who has stated 
that colleges can safely reopen if they regularly test as 
many people as possible; isolate those who are infected; 
and then identify and isolate everyone with whom the 
infected people have been in contact, to break the chain 
of transmission. Such mass testing, known as surveil
lance testing, makes it possible to identify people who are 
infected early, even before they have symptoms, and will 
allow the Tompkins County Health Department, with the 
help of additional staff being trained at Cornell Health, to 
trace and identify their contacts. Surveillance testing, in 

combination with contact tracing and isolation, is central 
to the best practices that can prevent young people, many 
of whom may become infected without ever feeling ill, from 
spreading COVID-19 into the broader community. 

In order to keep our community safe, Cornell must 
engage all of our students in these best practices. And to 
do that effectively, we need all of our students living in the 
area to participate regularly and fully—which means we 
need them to be physically coming to campus. Reopening 
with in-person instruction will allow us to employ all of 
the public health measures we know to be effective, by 
requiring that all students, regardless of whether they are 
living off or on campus, agree to and sign a behavioral › PH
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Join Glenn C. Altschuler, Cornell’s Thomas and Dorothy Litwin Professor of 
American Studies, and guests as they discuss the Trump and Biden campaigns;
voting rights and the history of polling; the outlook for the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives; the political implications of the coronavirus,
economic recession, and Black Lives Matter movement; and what to look for 
on election night.

Then, return a week later to analyze the election results 
and explore the outlook for 2021 and beyond.

The 2020 Presidential Election

with a post-election session on November 7
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October 30–31, 2020

An online seminar presented by Cornell University faculty
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Even with all of these measures in place, we know we will not
be able to insulate ourselves from the continuing spread of this
virus, and we must be prepared for the inevitable cases. 

 

 

 

compact. We have also developed a robust public health 
campaign to reinforce the types of behaviors we want our 
entire community to follow and model. 

Under the terms of the compact, students must 
agree to undergo regular testing for the coronavirus, as 
mandated and provided by Cornell, and to submit an 
online daily check, attesting that they have not engaged 
in any activity (such as travel) that would require quaran
tine or additional testing. Students living on campus who 
are traveling from restricted areas are encouraged to begin 
their semester remotely at their permanent residence until 
their state is removed from the NYS travel advisory. And 
most importantly, students will be tested when they first 
arrive on campus, and again a few days later. After that, all 
undergraduates will be tested twice weekly; faculty, staff, 
and graduate and professional students will also be tested 
regularly, depending on their campus contact. Students 
must also agree to comply with strict university poli
cies regarding facial coverings, physical distancing, and 
approved gatherings, and other policies as they may evolve 
throughout the semester, and our residential living spaces 
will be monitored for compliance with this compact. 

Cornell students are adults and private citizens, and 
the University cannot police every aspect of their personal 
behavior on and off campus. However, we have been clear 
to our students that the behavioral compact is binding and 
will be enforced. The consequences for knowingly submit-

ting inaccurate information to Cornell, or for violations of 
Cornell’s public health rules, will be significant: ranging 
from loss of access to campus facilities to suspension from 
the University without refund of tuition. It is equally critical 
for our entire non-student community to model safe 
behavior in all aspects of on-campus and off-campus life. 

Even with all of these measures in place, we know we 
will not be able to insulate ourselves from the continuing 
spread of this virus, and we must be prepared for the 
inevitable cases. Because of our plan for surveillance 
testing of faculty, staff, and the roughly 20,000 students 
we expect to return to Ithaca, we anticipate finding 
many hundreds, and probably more than a thousand, of 
coronavirus cases in the Cornell community over the 
coming semester—many of which would have gone 
undetected without the rigorous testing protocols we have 
put into place. Inevitably, some cases will be more severe, 
and a small percentage may result in hospitalization. 
While this is clearly a distressing outlook, it is nevertheless 

by far the best available option: according to our model
ing, with an all-online scenario the number of infections 
may be as much as six to nine times higher, with several 
thousand infections. The precision of numerical projec
tions based on modeling is necessarily limited, but in any 
reasonable scenario, modeling predicts a greater level of 
infection for an online semester than for an in-person one. 

More than anything, I wish there were a better 
alternative—one that would enable us to completely 
eliminate the risk of our students contracting and 
spreading this virus. If there were such an option, we 
would have chosen it. But without a path of complete 
safety, we must choose the safest path available to us. This 
is what we have done, relying on the best available science, 
and we are committed to continuing to make every 
decision in the best interests of public health as this 
pandemic inevitably continues to evolve. 

We have been and continue to be in continuous contact 
with both the Tompkins County Health Department and 
Cayuga Health System to ensure that we are as prepared 
as possible for both local outbreaks and a wider regional 
rise in cases. We have invested millions of dollars in 
repurposing Cornell laboratory space for rapid coro
navirus testing, adding to our local testing capacity so 
that we may safely test students, staff, and faculty with 
a turnaround time under twenty-four hours. We have 
also secured the space and put in place the infrastruc

ture to safely isolate and 
support all of our infected 
students both on and off 
campus, providing delivered 
meals and health checks as 
needed. Using data gathered 
through our surveillance 

testing and the daily check, we will closely monitor our 
campus community and respond appropriately when 
required—whether that means scaling up testing, enact
ing additional behavioral restrictions, imposing broader 
quarantine measures, or, if it becomes necessary, even 
closing down the University once more. 

While many of the factors underlying our decision to 
reopen are unique to our situation, I want to be clear that 
Cornell is not an outlier in deciding to bring its students back 
to campus. Indeed, many of our peer institutions—even 
those that are going all online for classes—are bringing back 
thousands of their students. As we all have learned, there 
are no perfect solutions to this deeply imperfect situation. 
All we can do is strive our hardest for the best solutions we 
can find. At Cornell, this is what we have done: using the 
best available data, and the best available science, to find 
the safest path forward for our community and our region. n 

— Martha E. Pollack 
president@cornell.edu 

mailto:president@cornell.edu
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From the Hill
 
Testing, Public Health Efforts Mark Cornell’s COVID-Era Return
 

This summer, as the University prepared 

to welcome students back to the Hill, it took 

numerous steps to try to ensure safety, 

including implementing an in-house testing 

program for COVID-19 and launching a pub

lic health campaign about the importance of 

following preventive guidelines. The testing 

site, with samples processed by the Vet col

lege, has been headquartered at the Fischell 

Band Center adjacent to Schoellkopf Field. 

In early August, University officials report

ed that initial results had indicated a very 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM: COVID testing at the Fischell 
Band Center. Top: Signs promoting safer behavior have 
been posted throughout campus, including on Ho Plaza. 

low incidence of the virus: of the nearly 

1,000 faculty and staff and more than 3,200 

students (two-thirds of whom were grad 

students and one-third undergrads) tested, 

there were only five positives: two from the 

faculty-staff group and three students. “It 

was important to understand what our cur

rent prevalence was before a lot of students 

came back, and we’re gratified that it’s so 

low,” said Gary Koretzky ’78, vice provost for 

academic integration and professor of med

icine at Weill Cornell. “It’s clear that most 

people are being careful, and we want to 

encourage that to continue.” 

The University has also outlined its 

testing plan for fall, which has three com

ponents: arrival testing of all students 

as part of their re-entry to campus; test

ing anyone in the Cornell community who 

has symptoms of COVID-19 or has been in 

close contact with someone who does; and 

“surveillance testing,” in which students, 

faculty, and staff are tested at regular 

intervals. Additionally, the University 

has established quarantine guidelines for 

returning students, depending on where 

they’re coming from. (For more details on 

the reopening plan and the rationale be

hind it, see “From the President” on page 6.) 

The public health campaign includes 

a website (covid.cornell.edu/smarter) with 

links to information on the testing program, 

campus re-entry, the required daily health 

self-assessment, New York State quar

antine rules, the value of face masks in 

preventing viral spread, the behavioral 

compact for students, and much more. The 

University has also produced education

al posters and floor decals on such topics 

as elevator etiquette, mask protocols, and 

social distancing. “It’s critical that we as a 

community do all we can to create an envi

ronment that does not create added risk 

for the more vulnerable among us,” said 

Timothy Marchell ’82, BS ’83, director of 

the Skorton Center for Health Initiatives 

at Cornell Health. “The public health cam

paign sets the stage for that shared effort by 

communicating expectations, increasing 

knowledge, and calling upon everyone in 

the Cornell community to do the right thing 

during this global pandemic.” 
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UC Davis Prof Tapped as CALS Dean 
An environmental scientist from the 

University of California, Davis, has been 

named the new dean of CALS. Benjamin 

Houlton (left), director of the John Muir 

Institute of the Environment and a pro

fessor of global environmental studies at 

Davis, takes office on October 1. Houlton— 

whose research topics include ways to 

stem climate change and to improve 

carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus cycles for energy and food 

production—will also hold professorial appointments in ecolo

gy and evolutionary biology and in global development. “Ben’s 

leadership, scholarship, and research experience meshes per

fectly with CALS’ commitment to an interdisciplinary culture 

and a deeply held belief that effecting meaningful change 

requires a holistic, systems-based approach to problem-

solving,” says Provost Michael Kotlikoff. Houlton succeeds 

Kathryn Boor ’80, who will become dean of the Graduate School 

and vice provost for graduate education upon Houlton’s arrival. 

CU Financial Crunch: An Update 
In early July, President Martha Pollack and Provost Kotlikoff 

shared an update on the University’s finances, which have been 

battered by the COVID-19 pandemic. As they reported, the Ithaca 

and Cornell Tech campuses suffered a $45 million impact in the 

fiscal year that ended on June 30—and $210 million is projected 

for 2020–21. “Among the factors contributing to this fiscal impact, 

the largest is a significant anticipated increase in financial aid 

demand, resulting from the economic dislocation of many fami

lies as a result of the current crisis,” they wrote. “We remain fully 

committed to meeting the financial aid need of our students, even 

in this challenging time. An additional, important component is 

the extra costs that are associated with our taking steps to try to 

provide the safest possible experience for our staff, faculty, and 

students this coming year while a vaccine for COVID-19 is still 

not available.” 

Pollack and Kotlikoff went on to describe the measures 

the University will take to address the shortfall; they come in 

addition to actions announced in March, including salary and 

hiring freezes, suspending capital projects, restricting travel and 

discretionary spending, shifting fundraising focus from endow

ment to current use, and adopting voluntary salary reductions by 

senior leadership, faculty, and staff. (Pollack has cut her own sal

ary by 20 percent for a year.) “These actions enabled us to balance 

the FY20 budget, and are projected also to produce approximate

ly $110 million toward the budget deficit for FY21,” they wrote, 

“leaving a gap of approximately $100 million.” The new measures 

include a retirement incentive program; an increased endow

ment payout; a shift in philanthropy efforts toward fundraising 

for current needs; temporary reductions in retirement contribu

tions (for endowed units) and salaries (for statutory units); and 

voluntary reduced hours for faculty and staff. 

Did You Know . . . 
That the University is digit
izing its renowned Insect 
Collection? Established in 
1871, it boasts 7 million spec
imens representing 200,000 
species—about a quarter of 
those on Earth. Staff are now 
creating an online database 
of the holdings, including 
high-resolution images. 

‘We’ve got to be agile enough 
to react to anything that 
might happen.’ 

— NHL commissioner Gary Bettman ’74, speaking
 to NPR about how the league is protecting players

from COVID-19 now that games have resumed 

Give My Regards to . . .
These Cornellians in the news 

Irving McPhail ’70 (left), named president 
of St. Augustine’s University, a historically 
Black institution in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Jeffrey Palmer, assistant professor of 
performing and media arts, nominated for 
an Emmy for outstanding documentary 
or nonfiction series for his film N. Scott 

Momaday: Words From a Bear, part of PBS’s “American 
Masters” series. The winners will be announced September 20. 

Attorney Brooke Pinto ’14 (right), elected 
to represent Ward 2 on the city council of 
Washington, D.C. At age twenty-eight, she’s 
the district’s youngest-ever councillor. 

Literary scholar Jonathan 
Culler (left), the Class of 
1916 Professor of English 
and Comparative Literature 
and a member of the 
Cornell faculty since 1977, 
elected to membership in 
the British Academy. 

Ray Jayawardhana (right), dean of Arts and 
Sciences and professor of astronomy, awarded 
the Carl Sagan Medal by the American 
Astronomical Society for excellence in public 
communication in planetary science. 
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Center Releases Polls on Black America 
In honor of the Black Lives Matter movement, Cornell’s Roper 

Center for Public Opinion Research has made publicly available 

more than eighty years of surveys of Black Americans and U.S. 

attitudes about African Americans. The collection, entitled “Say 

Their Names. Hear Their Voices,” is presented with context about 

race in polling over the years. Found at ropercenter.cornell.edu, 

it comprises such topics as views in the mid-1940s about African 

Americans moving into white neighborhoods and recent polls 

about police violence in the wake of the killing of George Floyd. 

While the Roper Center’s data is generally available only to mem

bers, anyone can request access to the surveys from the new 

collection via e-mail. Says government professor Peter Enns, the 

center’s executive director: “This project will help ensure that 

today’s scholars and future generations remember these voices.” 

‘I’m hoping that, now more than 
ever, people will be on board to 
see that change needs to happen.’ 

— Michelle Duguid, PhD ’08, the Johnson School’s new 
associate dean for diversity, inclusion, and belonging 

R + D 
A grant of about $7.2 million from the Department of Energy 
will fund exploratory research—in the form of a two-mile-deep 
borehole—to help verify the feasibility of Cornell’s planned 
geothermal energy system for campus, dubbed Earth Source Heat. 

Biomedical engineering professor 
James Antaki is continuing work 
on a device (right) to treat infants 
with congenital heart failure—an 
alternative to transplant that he first 
developed nearly two decades ago, 
but was stalled by the company that 
owned the intellectual property— 
thanks to a $4.7 million grant from 
the Department of Defense. 

In an online experiment using 3D simulation, Cornell researchers 
have determined that New York City residents are four times more 
likely to choose a store where shoppers respect six feet of social 
distancing as opposed to one where distancing is not observed. 

After a half-century of debate, research 
by the Lab of Ornithology has decided it: 
while the Bullock’s oriole and the Baltimore 
oriole (left) mix freely where their ranges 
meet and produce apparently healthy hybrid 
offspring, they will continue to be considered 
two different species, not a single one. 

Analyzing the logistics and use of ankle monitors, information 
science PhD student Lauren Kilgour finds that unlike most 
other types of technology, the bulky devices haven’t changed 
meaningfully in the past three decades—indicating that the stigma 
they carry may be part of their intended purpose. 

Foundation Honors Late ER Physician 
A nonprofit has been established in 

memory of a Cornellian physician 

who died by suicide in the midst of the 

COVID pandemic in New York City. 

Lorna Breen ’92 (left), whose story was 

covered widely in the national media 

following her death, was the ER direc

tor of NewYork-Presbyterian’s Allen 

Hospital in Upper Manhattan. Having coped with overwhelming 

numbers of sick patients—and recovered from COVID herself— 

Breen suffered a mental health crisis; she sought psychiatric 

treatment, but, tragically, took her own life. Friends and family 

have since established the Dr. Lorna Breen Heroes Foundation, 

with the aim of providing mental health support to medical work

ers. “Like Lorna, physicians and healthcare providers suffer from 

a critically high degree of burnout and stress,” the foundation says 

on its website. “Currently, more than one physician in the United 

States dies by suicide every day.” In addition to being an under

grad alumna, Breen was enrolled in Cornell’s executive MBA-MS 

program in healthcare leadership as a member of its Class of 2021. 

Racial Equity Efforts Continue 
In a follow-up to her pledge to make the University more just and 

equitable in response to the nation’s racial reckoning spurred by 

the Black Lives Matter movement, in mid-July President Pollack 

offered an update on the changes planned for campus. They 

include a variety of academic initiatives, such as the implemen

tation of a for-credit requirement on racism, bias, and equity for all 

students; development of new programs focusing on the history of 

race, racism, and colonialism in the U.S.; and a future institution-

wide, themed semester with readings and discussions on racism. 

In addition to a previously announced pledge to strengthen 

the public safety board that advises the Cornell University Police 

Department (CUPD), Pollack outlined other changes such as the 

creation of a new community response team. “This team will 

support our residential life staff and become the first responders 

to reports of noncriminal offenses and nonviolent incidents that 

occur in our residential communities,” she said. “Similarly, this 

team will monitor campus events, both formal and informal, to 

promote safety and well-being, and to monitor the application of 

University policy, allowing CUPD to focus on unlawful activity.” 

Pollack also expressed a commitment to recruiting and 

retaining diverse staff and reinforcing the importance of an 

equitable work environment, detailing several initiatives includ

ing new professional development programs with a focus on 

staff of color, a required online course for staff on equity and cul

tural competency, and the establishment of Juneteenth—June 19, 

which celebrates the end of slavery—as a permanent University 

holiday. “The commitment to real change is the responsibili

ty of all of us, particularly those of us in majority communities,” 

Pollack said. “It is our responsibility to read, reflect, learn, lis

ten, and then change the system that has disadvantaged our 

Black, Indigenous, and other colleagues, students, and friends of 

color for centuries.” 
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http:ropercenter.cornell.edu
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LET’S ZOOM: Cornellians can now conduct their video meetings on the Hill—virtually, at least. Alumni Affairs has posted a variety 
of Zoom backgrounds of campus, including the Arts Quad, the A.D. White Library, the Johnson Museum, and the McGraw Hall steps 
with a view of the Clock Tower. They’re available for free download at alumni.cornell.edu. (To find them, click “Alumni life” and then 
“Downloads.”) Also available on the same page are mobile phone backgrounds, GIFs depicting the many moods of Touchdown the 
Bear, and family activities like puzzles and Big Red-themed stencils for carving your Halloween pumpkins. 

http:alumni.cornell.edu
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SPOOKY SCENE: 
A haunted house 
comprising more 
than 3,000 pieces, 
part of Lego’s 
Creator Expert line, 
is one of Psiaki’s 
newest designs. 

  

   

 

 

C U R R E N T S  

A TON OF 
B RICKS
Obsessed with Lego from childhood,   
Mike Psiaki ’09 is a designer for the   
iconic toy company —which is seeing   
a COVID-driven popularity boom

 

 M echanical engineering alum Mike Psiaki ’09  
has created a dizzying variety of vehicles  
including a train engine, a prop plane, a four

by-four, a motorcycle, an RV, a helicopter, a fighter jet, a  
blimp, an excavator, classic sports cars—even a Saturn V  
rocket. He’s made structures, too, like a Fifties-era diner,  
a carousel, and a soccer stadium. And he’s done it all  
while working in a kid’s dream job so iconic, it ranks  
up there with “taste-tester in a chocolate factory”:  
professional Lego designer. 

Based at the famed toy company’s headquarters  
in Billund, Denmark, Psiaki is a lifelong Lego fan  
who has parlayed his passion for the ubiquitous  
bricks into a career. And while Lego has been a  
childhood  staple  for  generations,  it’s  experienc
ing a boom in popularity. Over the past decade or  
so, more and more adults have been drawn to the  
firm’s complex building sets—costing hundreds of  
dollars, comprising thousands of pieces, and often  
tied to pop culture franchises like Star Wars.  And  
with the COVID-19 pandemic curtailing many  
forms of entertainment, Lego sets—along with  
baking supplies and jigsaw puzzles—have been  
in high demand since last spring, with the  
more intricate designs often sold out or  
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back-ordered online. “There seems to be  
a  huge  interest  in  Lego  right  now,”  says  
Psiaki. “It’s a good way to spend time  
at home, alone or with your family.” › 

F A C U L T Y  R E S E A R C H   •   C A M P U S  L I F E   •   A L U M N I  S T O R I E S  

S E P T E M B E R  |  O C T O B E R  2 02 0  15 



16 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  

C U R R E N T S

SO20_lego_PROOF_4_JBOK.indd   16 8/17/20   4:12 PM

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU BUILD IT: Psiaki with his Lego version of a classic Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle. Below and opposite page: A sampling of the many sets he’s helped 
design during his tenure at the company’s Denmark headquarters. 

Psiaki grew up in Ithaca as one of nine siblings, six of whom 
are Cornellians; their dad, Mark Psiaki, taught mechanical and 
aerospace engineering on the Hill for three decades starting in 
the mid-Eighties. (He now holds emeritus status at Cornell and 
is on the faculty at Virginia Tech.) “I don’t remember a time 
when I didn’t love Lego,” Psiaki says. “I have two older brothers 
and they had Lego as kids, so there was always Lego around the 
house. I was envious of the cool things they could build, so I was 
constantly playing catch-up.” When a new Lego catalog would 
arrive in the mail—touting pricey sets the kids couldn’t easily 
afford—he and his siblings would try to build them with the 
pieces they had on hand. “It’s a reverse engineering process, but 
it’s also a creative challenge because you don’t necessarily have 
the right parts,” Psiaki observes. “First you have to figure out 
what the parts are and how they’re combined, then you have to 
figure out what you can use that will work as well. That caused 
me to develop as a designer unknowingly.” 

Psiaki’s Lego obsession continued through middle and high 
school—though as he got older, he recalls, “I started to have 
the perception that my hobby wasn’t socially acceptable, so it 
wasn’t something I talked a lot about, but I was doing it all the 
time.” Except for his busy undergrad years he continued to build 
Lego, more or less assuming that doing so as a grown-up was an 
oddball pursuit. “How could you find like-minded people?” he 
muses. “You can’t go to a bar and say, ‘Do you play with Lego 
in your spare time?’ ” That, like so many other things, changed 
with the advent of the Internet. Psiaki and his fellow Lego lovers 
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‘I don’t remember a time when I didn’t love 
Lego,’ says Psiaki, whose habit of copying new
sets using the bricks he already had ‘caused
me to develop as a designer unknowingly.’ 

learned that not only were they not alone in their passion, but 
there were enough of them to coin a phrase: AFOLs, or “adult fans 
of Lego.” “They all thought they were the only person who’s ever 
done this,” he says. “I thought the same thing. And then you 
get online and realize there are AFOLs all over the place.” 

While working as an entry-level engineer for a defense 
contractor in New Hampshire—a job he calls “just so 
boring”—he joined a New England Lego club. “For the 
first time in my life, I was meeting up with other Lego 
fans,” he recalls. “We’d bring the models we’d built and 
talk about Lego and geek out for an evening a month, 
and it was amazing.” Eventually, with the encouragement 
of fellow club members, he applied for a job at the company; 
armed with a portfolio of the many designs he’d created over the 
years, he landed an interview at the Billund headquarters. Over 

an intense two days in April 2012, he was one of thirty applicants 
who were put through their paces with tasks like drawing them
selves as a Lego mini-figure and creating designs from a pile of 
bricks under time constraints. “It was almost like some kind 
of reality show type thing,” he recalls with a laugh. 

Psiaki landed the job—though he has learned Danish, English 
is the lingua franca of the Lego design operation—and he’s been 
there ever since. He started out working for a line called Creator 
3-in-1, aimed at elementary school-aged kids, whose sets comprise 
several hundred pieces that can be configured into three different 
designs; Psiaki’s creations include a red dragon that can also be 
made into a scorpion and a snake. He currently works 
for Creator Expert, a line marketed to adults that 
makes complex sets that often have thousands of 
pieces. His projects have included classic vehicles like a 
Ferrari F40, a Ford Mustang, a vintage Volkswagen Beetle, a 
Harley-Davidson “Fat Boy” motorcycle, and an Aston Martin 
from the James Bond films, as well as the 3,898-piece Old 
Trafford (the iconic stadium that’s home to the UK’s Manchester 
United soccer team) and a 3,231-piece haunted house that opens 
up to reveal features like a pipe organ and a working elevator. 

Psiaki’s wife, Human Ecology alum Karen Ketsche Psiaki ’09, 
is a former dietician who also works at Lego, in the communica
tions department. The couple has three young sons, and Psiaki 
notes with pride that the eldest, age five, has recently started 
showing a particular passion for Lego. “He has definitely taken 
to the bricks in a way that reminds me of myself when I was 
a kid,” Psiaki says. “The other day, he brought me two pieces, 
adamant that they could connect. I was looking at them think
ing, There’s no way. But he was convinced they could; he just 
wasn’t strong enough. He showed me how he wanted me to put 
them together—and they connected.” n 

— Kitty Kemp 
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UPON REFLECTION
 
A transgender writer and activist contemplates her complex identity
 

The new memoir by Meredith Talusan, MA ’11, MFA 
’15, focuses on the author’s first two and a half decades; 
except for a brief coda, it ends with her decision to undergo 

gender confirmation surgery in 2002, when she was in her mid-
twenties. But in those 320 pages, Talusan recounts such a breadth 
and depth of experiences, they’re enough to fill several lifetimes. 

As an albino in her native Philippines, Talusan’s blond hair and 
light skin were an advantage in a society where whiteness was 
prized, though she struggled with the poor eyesight common to 
people with the condition. Assigned male at birth, she became 
a well-known child actor, portraying the star’s precocious son 
on a popular TV sitcom. Her family life was fraught, her child
hood marked by abuse and neglect: her mother was an addicted 
gambler and her father an alcoholic, and she found refuge in 
the care of a beloved grandmother. As a teenager she emigrated 
to the U.S. with her family and later won a scholarship to 
Harvard—where she was an out gay man who became the talk 
of campus with a wildly popular, sexually explicit one-person 
show dubbed Dancing Deviant. 

After graduating in 1997 Talusan worked in an MIT cognitive 
science lab and pursued art photography, creating self-portraits 
in which she explored her femininity. While living as a man in 
Boston, she was in a committed relationship with Ralph 
Wedgwood, PhD ’94, a philosophy professor from an aristo
cratic British family (he has since inherited the title of baronet). 
As Talusan felt drawn to express herself as female, her embrace 
of makeup and women’s clothing caused friction between them, 
and her decision to transition ultimately meant the end of their 
romance. “I didn’t really challenge Ralph’s refusal to accept me 
as his lover when I presented myself as a woman,” she writes. “I 
couldn’t picture myself as a woman with him either, my twin 
spirit unable to perceive him as the person my male self held 
so dear.” 

Talusan’s memoir is called Fairest, a title that operates on 
multiple levels: it touches on the privilege accorded by her light 
skin, on issues of social justice for LGBTQ people, and on percep
tions of her own physical attractiveness, both as a man and a 
woman. As she writes, while her fit, youthful body gave her 
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   ‘I wanted to write a memoir that deals with my gender identity,’
says Talusan, ‘but through the lens of racial perception.’ 

currency and power as a gay man, it wasn’t until she began living 
as a woman that she was widely perceived as conventionally 
good looking—and that attention was sometimes intoxicating. 
“Certainly, I didn’t always feel that the woman’s voice inside 
of me was benevolent,” she writes. “Released after a lifetime of 
hibernation, she could be selfish and rapacious, able to justify any 
action through the sheer enormity of her desires. I often felt as if 
I was in a trance, heeding no call except that beguiling woman 
who stared at me from the other side of the mirror whenever I 
put on makeup, my transformation something out of alchemy, 
the stuff of myth. Maybe she was a siren, yet I was afraid to think 
of her that way because I knew that sirens led seafarers astray.” 

Just as Talusan’s albinism led strangers to assume she was 
white, her slender frame made it easy for her to “pass” as a cisgen
der woman—parallel truths that she contemplates throughout 
Fairest. “I wanted to write a memoir that deals with my gender 
identity, but through the lens of racial perception,” Talusan says, 
speaking with CAM via videoconference in July. “Even though 
I’ve led so many different lives and have gone through so many 
different transitions, that became a guiding principal for the 

book.” Among Talusan’s distinct perspectives is the fact that 
she spent years as an out, proud gay man before transitioning, 
and never felt she had a dysphoric relationship with her male 
body. Although citing the name that a trans person was given 
at birth is generally considered offensive and demeaning—so 
much so that there’s a well-known term for it, “deadnaming”— 
Talusan is comfortable reporting her own when it’s relevant, and 
some of her online essays relating to her childhood have been 
accompanied by photos of her as a towheaded little boy. 

But for years—including when she first got to Cornell, where 
she earned both a master’s in comparative literature and an MFA 
in fiction writing—Talusan wasn’t widely out as trans. It’s a period 
she doesn’t cover extensively in her memoir, which essentially 
concludes with her decision to travel to Thailand for gender confir
mation surgery nearly two decades ago, after which she moved to 
California to pursue an MFA in visual arts. As she observes in a 
recent online essay tied to the book’s release, several years after 
her surgery she found herself leaning in to the ease and safety of 
having people assume she’d been assigned female at birth; when 
she moved to New York City in the mid-Aughts and later to 
Ithaca, she decided to “go stealth” and not generally disclose she 
was trans. “The image that comes to mind when I think of that 
period from fall 2006 to spring 2014 is of a snow globe, maybe in 
part because it snows in Ithaca eight months out of the year,” she 
writes. “I was aware that the reality I’d constructed for myself— 
of being an ordinary, cisgender woman in grad school—was in 
the end just an illusion, but that didn’t matter as long as I stayed 
within the confines of that globe, as long as the actual, painful 
reality around that artificial utopia didn’t intrude. And with the 
benefit of hindsight, I’ve come to accept that this was exactly 
what I wanted for a while, to be encased in glass so that a world 

that was unkind and violent 
toward trans people couldn’t 
destroy me.” 

Talusan eventually came 
out as trans at Cornell, and her 
emergence as an activist and 
journalist followed an episode 
in which, she says, she was 
the victim of harassment and 
other hostile behavior by fellow 
residents of Telluride House, a 
self-governing residence where 
she had a room-and-board 

decrying what Talusan called an illegal 
eviction garnered nearly 1,700 signatures. 

scholarship that helped her get through grad school. She lodged a 
complaint, the situation escalated, and after a loud argument at the 
dinner table, Talusan herself faced formal accusations of bullying. 
The house broke into factions over the dispute, and, she says, at 
one point during the months-long conflict, some house members 
tried unsuccessfully to get Ithaca police to forcibly remove her. 
The story was covered in national media including Salon and 

the Advocate, and a Change.org petition 

It all came to a head as Talusan was 
leaving for the Philippines to cover a story for BuzzFeed News 
about a transwoman murdered by a U.S. Marine. Ultimately, 
Talusan moved out, decamping to an apartment for her final 
semester at Cornell and deciding to pursue reporting and essay 
writing full time rather than stay for a PhD. “It was the first time 
being trans had significant, long-term consequences for my life, 
and it motivated my journalism career,” Talusan, who’s now at › 

REFLECTIONS: Talusan, who trained as a photographer, in a self-portrait (above). 
Top right: Talusan as a young boy in the Philippines, an image she has shared online 
when writing about her childhood. Opposite page: The author today. 

http:Change.org
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  In a starred review, Publishers Weekly said Fairest ‘will 
resonate with readers of any community, LGBTQ or not.’ 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
        

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

HAPPILY EVER AFTER: Talusan (right) and her husband, Josh, on their wedding day. The ceremony was held at an artists’ colony in New York’s Catskill Mountains. 

work on a novel, says of the Telluride episode. “Feeling power
less to advocate for myself propelled my desire to advocate for 
other people.” 

Talusan has since published in the New York Times, the 
Guardian, the Atlantic, WIRED, the Nation, and more. She’s 
the founding executive editor at Them, Condé Nast’s online plat
form for the LGBTQ community; in 2017 she won a GLAAD 
Media Award for outstanding digital journalism for Unerased: 
Counting Transgender Lives, a documentary on violence against 
trans people that’s viewable on Mic, a millennial-focused media 
site. “Meredith is always striving for some sort 
of understanding, first for herself and then so 
she can translate that understanding to her 
readership,” says Helena María Viramontes, one 
of Talusan’s professors in Cornell’s famously selective MFA 
program in fiction writing, which accepts only four students 
per year out of some 700 applicants. “I’ve always respected her 
for that.” 

Since Fairest came out in May, it’s been widely covered in 
the national media, including NPR, Slate, and InStyle. “The 
phenomenon of passing is complicated, and rightly thorny,” 
a New York Times critic observed. “Of course no one should 
have to hide her transness, or her Asianness, to be safe on a 
dark street, or to achieve her personal or professional goals. And 
yet her darker-skinned brother experiences life in a harsher 
America. Talusan navigates these complex dynamics graciously, 
acknowledging both her privileges and their cost: the constant 

threat of being exposed as herself.” Said Publishers Weekly in 
a starred review: “This elegant memoir examining whiteness, 
womanhood, and the shaping of identity will resonate with 
readers of any community, LGBTQ or not.” 

As an essayist, Talusan has contemplated such topics as trans-
phobia in Hollywood comedies, the dating challenges faced by 
gender nonconforming people, the role that wearing—or not 
wearing—makeup has played in her feminine identity, and what 
it’s like to be both trans and an immigrant during the Trump 
Administration. In a BuzzFeed piece headlined “What I Learned 

From My Neuroatypical Partner,” she pondered her relationship 
with her then-boyfriend (now husband), Josh, who has ADD and 
is on the autism spectrum. “Having lived most of my life inor
dinately concerned with how other people see me, being with 
Josh allows me to understand that what matters is not other 
people’s perceptions, but the reality I actually experience with 
him,” she writes. “In this image-driven, media-saturated world, 
which Josh pays little attention to, he constantly reminds me that 
it’s more important for us to be happy than to look happy, for us 
to feel attractive to ourselves than for other people to perceive 
us as attractive, for us not to conform to society’s prescribed 
expectations of who to be and how to act.” n 

— Beth Saulnier 
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‘LADY WEDGWOOD’
 
In an excerpt from Fairest, the thought of marrying her partner prompts Talusan then 
still living as a gay man to consider whether her true path lies in transitioning to female 

Talusan is visiting her childhood home in 
the Philippines in December 1999 when 
she thinks back on a train ride across 
Boston’s Charles River she took while 
commuting to work at MIT the previous 
fall. “I was unusually happy on that partic
ular ride,” she writes. “At twenty-three, I 
had found the love of my life, my soul mate 
. . . I asked myself how I could possibly be 
any happier, when a voice inside of me 
said: You might be happier as a woman.” 
She also reflects on her day-to-day life with 
that partner, Ralph (pronounced “Rafe”), 
a wealthy older man she lives with in 
Boston’s Back Bay. 

I got so used to that lifestyle—condo 
ownership, dinner parties, frequent trips 
to Europe—that I didn’t even notice how I 
slotted into a particular kind of existence, 
a settled gay coupledom that Ralph 
sought, and it felt so right being with him 
that for several years, it didn’t occur to me 
to ask whether that was what I wanted. 
Sitting on the train on that mundane fall 
day, I dismissed the idea of my woman
hood as a passing notion too, an absurd 
thing to want in the midst of my intense 
happiness, compared to the havoc it 
would wreak if I even entertained the 
idea of transition, a word whose mean
ing I didn’t really have a frame of reference for, never having met an 
openly trans woman in person. I ejected it from my mind, only for the 
quotidian memory to be excavated in my teenage bedroom halfway 
around the world, after my mind once again wandered toward the terri
tory of hesitation, why I still found it hard to see the man I thought of 
as my soul mate being part of this world I grew up in. 

Then another memory, the summer before that train ride, having 
lunch al fresco in a swanky restaurant in London’s Soho district with 
a lesbian barrister friend of Ralph’s named Karen. She wore a brown 
tweed suit jacket and had close-cropped blond hair set against a 
symmetrical face, which made her look altogether handsome and 
distinguished, but in a softer way than had she been a man. 

She and Ralph knew each other through their work advocating for 
gay marriage, as they exchanged information about the issue between 
America and England. I was used to this, absorbing conversation as 
Ralph talked to various older, learned friends, whether about arcane 
issues in philosophy or matters of queer-related public policy. Though I 
wasn’t paying that much attention—the details of lobbying the House 
of Lords weren’t particularly interesting to me, and I had more reser
vations about gay marriage than Ralph, or presumably his friend. I 
believed in lasting unions, even believed that Ralph and I should be 
married if the option were available, but I was also concerned about 
how marriage could compromise the countercultural force of queer 
life. Though this wasn’t an opinion I felt like expressing in front of a 

I DIDN’T ACTIVELY DISLIKE BEING
 

A MAN. IT WAS MORE THAT FOR
 

SO MUCH OF MY LIFE, I LIVED
 

VICARIOUSLY THROUGH WOMEN.
 

human rights lawyer and my partner, who 
had lectured and published on the topic.

 “You know why I’m fighting for gay 
marriage in England?” Karen asked as 
she turned to me. “So you can someday 
be Lady Wedgwood.” 

It wasn’t the first time I’d heard this; 
our art historian friend Tom, who followed 
British aristocracy, had made the same 
joke a couple of times to embarrass 
Ralph, who was self-conscious about 
being next in line for the title of baronet 
once his father died. He was to be called 
Sir Ralph Wedgwood according to his 
future position in British society as one 
rung above a knight, a detail he omit
ted about himself until after we’d been 
living together for six months. As a left-
leaning liberal ethicist, Ralph found the 
idea of inheriting titles distasteful, so I 
tried not to get too worked up about the 
baronet thing myself, even though I’d 
been schooled in British literature and 
found it exciting to be partnered with a 
man some minor Austen character would 
want to marry for his title. 

But this specific conversation affected 
me somehow, even for just the few 
minutes between when Karen made her 
comment and the rest of lunch. Vivid 
scenes flooded my mind, a mosaic of 

beautiful white women, from Gwyneth Paltrow’s blond and vivacious 
Emma to the gender-shifting Viola in Twelfth Night. Of course, my mind 
dwelled on Orlando from Virginia Woolf’s novel of the same name, a 
nobleman who wakes up one day and discovers that he has become 
a woman, and from that point on is known as Lady Orlando. Even 
though it was just a joke, how women who are married to baronets 
get the title of Lady, and so a man who marries a baronet should be 
called Lady too, my mind led me to the possibility of literally 
transforming into a woman. 

I didn’t actively dislike being a man. It was more that for so much 
of my life, I lived vicariously through women, who were always the 
central characters in my favorite stories, searching for and finally 
finding the love of men. It was thrilling to imagine myself living these 
fantasies, whether in rom-coms or Shakespeare, but especially from 
great novels set in England. But whenever I finished those books, 
I had to live with the disappointment that while women in real life 
had the chance to experience some version of these stories, my 
pleasure in them was always destined to be indirect, so that one 
moment when a virtual stranger called me a Lady gave me an 
outsized amount of joy. 

From FAIREST by Meredith Talusan, published by Viking, an imprint of Penguin 
Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House, LLC. Copyright © 2020 
by Meredith Talusan. 
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‘We respect the car—our mantra is “First, do no harm,” ’
says Davis. ‘We’re trying to preserve that classic
driving experience.’


 
  

 
 
 

 
 

PEDAL TO THE METAL
 
A Cornellian-owned company converts classic cars to plug-in electric, 
aiming to offer improved performance and an eco-friendly ride 

When Marc Davis ’94 tools around Austin, Texas, in 
his navy blue 1973 Alfa Romeo GTV, heads turn. 
Strangers have been known to snap photos of the 

snazzy sports car when it’s stopped at a light; others shout their 
appreciation from the sidewalk as he cruises by. But when Davis 
opens the hood—that’s when he really blows people’s minds. 
“They can’t believe what they’re seeing,” he says. “It’s like you’ve 
just shown them inside the Ark.” 

While Davis’s car is vintage in most respects, it has a newfan
gled distinction: it’s powered not by gas but by state-of-the-art 
electric batteries. The computer science alum is the 
founder of Moment Motor Company, an Austin-
based firm that converts classic autos to electric 
using batteries, reclaimed from wrecked Teslas,
 
that are integrated into the vehicle using meticulous 
craftsmanship and innovative engineering, offering 
a range of about a hundred miles between charges. “We respect 
the car—our mantra is ‘First, do no harm,’ ” says Davis. “We’re 
trying to preserve that classic driving experience. We don’t cut 
up the vehicle or make massive modifications. We make it as 
noninvasive as possible; honestly, you’d have no idea that our 
cars are electric until somebody pops the hood.” 

Turning a classic car into a plug-in electric vehicle is a bespoke 
process, and it’s not cheap; it generally costs between $50,000 
and $150,000 (on top of the price of acquiring the car in the 
first place), depending on the model and whether it also requires 
restoration. Moment can currently complete about ten cars per 
year, with the ultimate aim of expanding capacity to fifteen 
or twenty. (While Davis paused operations for two months 
during Austin’s initial pandemic shutdown, his three employ
ees have resumed work with COVID safety measures, and he 

ROAD WARRIOR: 
Davis (above) 
driving his Alfa 
Romeo. Left: A 
peek under the 
car’s hood reveals 
its battery system. 

says the economic slump hasn’t curtailed demand.) In addi
tion to converting vintage vehicles, Moment also offers electric 
versions of reproductions; not only are they somewhat less 
pricey—$70,000 to $100,000 total—but they allow aficiona
dos to own a replica of a model that would otherwise be all but 
unobtainable, like a James Dean-era Porsche Spyder convertible. 

Since Davis founded Moment in 2017—after converting 
a client’s 1968 Porsche 912 in his home garage as proof-of
concept—the company has worked on a variety of vintage rides 
including a 1957 Porsche Speedster, a 1978 Datsun 280Z, a 
1980 DeLorean DMC-12, and a 1987 Mini Mayfair. Part of 
Moment’s ethos is that getting there is half the fun: each car 
it works on gets its own password-protected blog, so the owner 
(along with their friends and family) can follow the progress of 
the project, which usually takes six to nine months. “We want › 
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Toad Hill Farm
�
Magnificent Country Estate less than 10 miles from Cornell University

in the heart of the Finger Lakes 

Elegant yet modern
More acreage available
(up to 96 acres) 

620 Shaffer Rd, Newfield, NY 14867 | $950,000 

• Elegant period details 
• Modern conveniences 
• Heated drive-through garage 
• Bird’s Nest with 360-degree views; 

perfect “Zoom Room” 
• Classic barn with horse stalls 
• Attached enclosure for canines 

Christine “CJ” DelVecchio 
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607.227.3016 cell 
cj@cjhomes.com 
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NYS LIC. REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON 
WARREN REAL ESTATE 
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COMMERCIAL WAREWASHING EQUIPMENT 

SIMPLE. CLEAN. SOLUTIONS. 

Robert A. Cantor ’68 
Chief Executive Officer 

Ari B. Cantor ’05 
President 

6245 State Road Philadelphia, PA 19135 
800-344-4802 insingermachine.com 

POSTBAC@BRYNMAWR.EDU 
610-526-7350 

• Intensive, full time preparation for medical 
school in one year 

• Early acceptance programs at select medical 
schools—more than any other postbac program 

• Supportive, individual academic and 
premedical advising 

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE 

VISIT US AT WWW.BRYNMAWR.EDU/POSTBAC 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO BECOME 
A DOCTOR 

POSTBAC@BRYNMAWR.EDU
610-526-7350
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school in one year 

• Early acceptance programs at select medical 
schools—more than any other postbac program 

• Supportive, individual academic and 
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‘When a customer lifts up the hood of their car, we want it
to look absolutely gorgeous,’ says Raynak. ‘We’re super
proud of the craftsmanship.’ 

to include our customers in the process,” Davis says. “It’s joyous 
and exciting for them, and it’s fascinating too. They’re embarking 
on this journey with us.” 

Davis grew up near Ithaca, in the Village of Trumansburg; 
after graduation he worked in the software industry and later 
founded his own high-tech recruiting firm. But his love of all 
things automotive stretches back to early childhood. “It’s been 
an obsession from day one,” says Davis, whose first car was a 
1973 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme he acquired in high school. 
“My mother loves to tell the tale of taking me into toy stores 
from when I was two or three and having me freeze up with 
excitement at the Hot Wheels and Matchbox sections.” 

Since freshman orientation on the Hill, Davis has been best 
buddies with another gearhead: Geoff Raynak ’94, a mechanical 
engineering major who went on to earn a PhD in biomechanics 
from the University of Washington. (Their 
friendship even survived the time when Davis 
borrowed Raynak’s Ford Probe and crashed it 
in a snowstorm.) While Raynak has a full-time 
job as director of a product design program at 
Oregon State University, he works part time 
(and mainly remotely) as Moment’s head of engineering. “When 
a customer lifts up the hood of their car, we want it to look abso
lutely gorgeous,” says Raynak, whose bright red 1970 BMW 1602 
recently underwent a Moment conversion. “We’re super proud 
of the craftsmanship. It doesn’t look like somebody hacked 
together the integration of an electric motor to the transmis
sion. Every surface finish, every material choice, is intentional.” 

As both Raynak and Davis acknowledge, Moment’s work 
doesn’t appeal to everyone in the vintage auto world, purists in 
particular. “There’s a subset of classic car aficionados who are 
deeply offended by what we’re doing. They feel that altering a 
car in any way from its original form is a tragedy that should be 
avoided at all costs—and they’re not our customers,” Davis says. 
“But far too often, these cars end up rusting away in garages or 

HOT WHEELS: The cars that Moment has 
converted include Raynak’s beloved red 
1970 BMW (far left). Above: Davis (left) 
and Raynak at their 25th Reunion. 

sitting in storage, unused and deteriorating. We’re getting these 
cars out on the road, doing what they should be doing—which 
is bringing happiness to their owners and the people who inter
act with them.” And, Raynak says, Moment’s approach is more 
minimalist than that of others in the industry. “You can do this 
in a way where you have the shell of the original but it’s driven 
by a completely different style of drivetrain; it’s not the same 
car,” he says. “We feel it’s important to preserve these cars as 
much as possible.” 

And, they stress, not only are plug-ins more eco-friendly than 
decades-old gas engines—built before modern regulations on 
emissions and fuel efficiency—they also eliminate some of the 
major stresses of owning a vintage auto. “Driving or riding in a 
classic car is an incredibly joyous experience,” Davis says. “But 
keeping the Rube Goldberg-esque machine that is a fifty-year-old 

internal combustion engine running is complicated and diffi
cult, and it’s not for the novice. You endlessly have this anxiety 
of, ‘What’s that sound? Is it going to start again? Am I going 
stall at the light?’ It takes away the joy of driving the car when 
you end up on the side of the road waiting for a tow truck, and 
your spouse swears they’ll never ride in it ever again.” (And yes: 
he’s speaking from experience.) 

By converting a classic car to electric, Davis continues, “we’re 
enabling people to have that wonderful experience without all 
those problems. You get into these cars and turn them on and 
they go. It doesn’t stink up your garage, it’s not endlessly going 
to the mechanic, and it doesn’t cause marital stress. It’s a work 
of art—and now it’s a car you can drive every single day.” n 

— Kitty Kemp 
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   In her book Cutting School, Rooks coined the term ‘segrenomics’
to link Reconstruction-era policies to today’s education system. 

CLASS CONSCIOUS
 
Professor Noliwe Rooks studies racial disparities in education— 
which the COVID pandemic has made even more stark 

A s the coronavirus began to upend life across the country 
earlier this year, media outlets turned to Cornell profes
sor Noliwe Rooks to parse the impact on American 

schoolchildren. In outlets from public radio to the Wall Street 
Journal, Rooks explained the disproportionate effects the 
outbreak was having on low-income Black and Latino families— 
particularly in the pandemic’s epicenter of New York City, home 
to the nation’s largest school district. She noted that as schools 
shifted to remote learning, 
many students of color were 
being left behind; among the 
myriad challenges, they’re 
more likely to lack Internet 
access and digital devices, and to have parents who can’t afford 
to forego work to supervise lessons. In addition, since millions 
of children in underserved communities rely on schools for daily 
meals and social services, closures can have dire consequences 
for their overall well-being. “We now have an economic crisis 
on top of the public health crisis,” she told the news program 
Democracy Now! in April. “And the ways that we’re choosing 

to educate children is simply unequal and is going to lead to an 
educational crisis, an educational pandemic, on the other side.” 

An interdisciplinary scholar—she directs Cornell’s American 
studies program, is on the Africana studies faculty, and serves 
as the W.E.B. Du Bois Professor of Literature—Rooks says the 
COVID crisis is shining a light on disparities that have long 
existed throughout the U.S. education system. It’s a prob
lem she has studied in two books: White Money/Black Power: 

The Surprising History of African American Studies and the 
Crisis of Race in Higher Education (2006) and Cutting School: 
Privatization, Segregation, and the End of Public Education (2017). 
In the latter (later re-released with a different subtitle), Rooks 
coined the term “segrenomics” to link Reconstruction-era poli
cies to today’s education system, explaining that experimental 
efforts to narrow the achievement gap for underprivileged › 
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‘Inequality in public schools is long-standing,’ Rooks says.
‘COVID has simply exposed that inequality and made it
even more difficult for people who are more vulnerable.’
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  

      

 
  

 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

children—such as charter schools, vouchers, and online teach-
ing—have actually worsened racial and economic segregation. She 
further contends that this imbalance has allowed businesses to 
make a profit by “selling schooling,” rather than committing as a 
nation to educating poor children of color in the same way that we 
do those who are wealthy and white. “Inequality in public schools 
is long-standing, and we have rarely found ways to close that 
gap,” she says. “COVID has simply exposed that inequality and 
made it even more difficult for people who are more vulnerable.” 

Rooks’s research on issues affecting African Americans 
extends beyond education. In her award-winning book Hair 
Raising (1996), she explored the politics of hair and beauty in 
Black culture. She followed that up with Ladies Pages (2004), 
in which she described the impact that African 
American women’s magazines—from publica
tions in the late 1800s to modern-day Essence 
and O, The Oprah Magazine—have had, with
 
some addressing topics of concern to working 
women long before the mainstream press. Among 
the topics she’s currently researching are the food justice move
ment—which seeks to overcome the barriers communities of 
color face in accessing healthy meals—and the negative conse
quences of cannabis laws in the U.S. For instance, Rooks points 
out that even in states that have decriminalized marijuana, Black 
people are still being arrested at higher rates than whites for 
infractions like having more than a certain amount, selling it 
outside of legal channels, using it in prohibited places, or possess
ing it while underage. “The more things change,” she says, “the 
more they stay the same.” 

When Rooks was in fifth grade, she was part of the first 

CULTURAL STUDIES: Rooks (far left) has 
published several books on issues related 
to race in America, addressing such topics 
as educational funding, school achievement 
gaps, and the politics of hair and beauty. 

group of Black children to attend a newly integrated elemen
tary school in Clearwater, Florida—nearly two decades after the 
landmark 1954 Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education declared racial segregation in public schools uncon
stitutional. Unlike in some other parts of the country, she says, 
they didn’t encounter pickets or protests. “No one was unkind or 
unpleasant—there were none of the things that I associated with 
Black people integrating into predominantly white schools,” she 
recalls. “So for the longest time it didn’t hit me that integration 
was part of my history, because my story wasn’t like what I saw 
on TV.” It wasn’t until years later that she realized her experience 
had been very different from that of her white classmates. “I had 
absolutely no social interaction with any white people I went to 
school with; there were no play dates or sleepovers,” says Rooks. 
“It never occurred to me that was odd until I was raising my son 
and people invited him to do things regularly.” 

Rooks majored in English at Spelman College, a historically 
Black women’s school in Atlanta, Georgia. After earning a doctor
ate in American studies at the University of Iowa, she taught at 
Columbia and Princeton before coming to Cornell in 2012. On 
the Hill—where she helped establish New York State’s first PhD 
program in Africana studies—she has taught such recent courses 
as “A Dilemma Revisited: African Americans, Inequality, and 
K–16 Education in America” and “Pretty Politics: The Aesthetics 
of Race and Gender”; she also serves as a core faculty member in 
the field of feminist, gender, and sexuality studies. 

Recently, Rooks has spent time reflecting on the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) demonstrations that have swept the country in 
support of racial justice and police reform. She’s pleased that so 
many people are calling for an end to systemic racism, including 

a coalition of more than 280 campus organizations and affinity 
groups that banded together to form Cornell Students for Black 
Lives. Yet she argues that BLM activists should be more specific 
about the changes they want to see—just as the civil rights move
ment pushed for legislation that outlawed discrimination in public 
accommodations, education, jobs, housing, and voting. “I think 
we’re still waiting to see exactly what this movement will leave 
us,” she says. “But it does seem like these young people are of 
the mind to leave something impactful behind, and that’s very 
gratifying to see.” n 

— Heather Salerno 
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‘Inequality in public schools is long-standing,’ Rooks says.
‘COVID has simply exposed that inequality and made it
even more difficult for people who are more vulnerable.’
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www.hosmerwinery.com 

(607) 869-3393 

7020 Rt. 89, Ovid, NY 14521 
H  O S  M  E  RW  I  N  E  RY. C  O M  

Open 7 days a week 
on the west side of Cayuga Lake 

Cameron Hosmer, CALS  76, Owner 

14 grape varieties on 70 acres 

Over 40-year-old vines 

Over 20 wines produced 

Vibrant varietals in the 
European tradition 

Best 10 Tasting Rooms in America 
USA Today 

Top 100 Winery of 2019 Worldwide 
Wine & Spirits Magazine 

Frederick Frank 
3rd Generation 
Alumnus: 
Class of 1979, BS 

Meaghan Frank 
4th Generation 
Alumna: 
Class of 2011, BS 
Class of 2015, MPS 
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No dream is too far-fetched
Unleash your full potential and surpass your wildest expectations

with Dr. Brian Lima’s Heart Way approach to life.

As a leading heart transplant surgeon, Dr. Brian Lima ’98 is living proof
that slow and steady still wins the race. He persevered through countless
challenges growing up in a Cuban immigrant family and defied the odds
every step of the way.

In Heart to Beat, Dr. Lima shares the lessons learned througout his
improbable rise to the pinnacle of success in the medical field. He breaks
down the keys to advancing well beyond your comfort zone and perceived
limitations, regardless of your field of interest.

Available on Amazon.com
and Barnes & Noble

“In a world of instant gratification and 
non-stop entertainment, having grit and 
determination will set you apart from the 
crowd. Let Lima inspire you to do your best 
and achieve your goals.” 

—Daniel H. Pink, New York Times 
best selling author of When and Drive

 “Lima deftly blends a useful guide with 
an absorbing autobiography; he doesn’t 
concentrate excessively on either one . . . . 
Helpful advice from a keen, assertive, and 
relatable physician.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

“Brian Lima’s story is a truly inspiring one. It 
is one of true heart—yes, of that remarkable 
indispensable part of our bodies—but even 
more so of the qualities of a man who grew 
to master surgery on it.”

—Dr. Roald Hoffmann, Author, Playwright, 
and Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Cornell University.

Follow Brian Lima MD on:
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New Releases
 
Tricks of Light 
THADDEUS RUTKOWSKI ’76 

As a review in the arts journal Sensitive Skin 
notes, many of the entries in this volume, 
Rutkowski’s second poetry collection, touch 
on themes of loneliness and isolation that 
are particularly apt in the current moment 
of pandemic-driven social distancing. In 
his poem “Drifting Apart,” Rutkowski—also 
a novelist who teaches at Sarah Lawrence 
and elsewhere—writes: “When people ask 
me to get together, / it usually takes me 

months to make a date. / I will put off the meeting until I reach the limit / of 
friendship. / If I wait any longer, we won’t meet at all.” “Each poem in Tricks 
of Light might seem simple, a vignette that is meant to be taken at face 
value,” observes Sensitive Skin, going on to say that the poems are actually 
“communicating concepts that reach much deeper.” 

Soviet Judgment at Nuremberg 
FRANCINE HIRSCH ’89 

In what Kirkus calls a “masterly account 
based on thousands of documents in 
recently opened Soviet archives,” Hirsch—a 
history professor at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison—chronicles how the 
USSR helped shape the Nuremberg Trials, 
in which former Nazis were prosecuted 
for wartime atrocities. “The vengeance-
bent Moscow leadership worked hard to 
make Nuremberg resemble the infamous 

show trials of the 1930s,” says Kirkus. “Ironically, themselves guilty of war 
crimes, they succeeded in creating the ideals of the Nuremberg principles 
(‘crimes against humanity’ and ‘genocide’) that have shaped subsequent 
movements for human rights.” As Hirsch writes in the introduction: “In the 
end, Nuremberg was simultaneously about justice and politics. It involved a 
mixture of principle, self-interest, and compromise.” 

Skin Deep 
SUNG WOO ’94 

In this first mystery from Woo, the author 
of two literary novels, a rookie detective 
searches for a missing student at an Upstate 
New York college—and gets embroiled in the 
potentially dangerous dramas erupting at 
the school, a venerable women’s institution 
that has recently started to admit men. 
Woo’s protagonist, a former journalist, isn’t 
the typical private eye: she’s a middle-aged 
Korean American, adopted as an infant by 

a Caucasian family, who still copes with issues of identity and belonging. 
Library Journal praises the book for having “just the right mix of clever twists, 
endearing charm, looming threats, and contemporary issues.” 

Hunting Teddy Roosevelt 
JAMES ROSS ’75, JD ’82 

In 1909, just after leaving the presidency, 
Theodore Roosevelt went on safari to Africa 
with the aim of collecting specimens for 
the Smithsonian’s new Museum of Natural 
History. In this novel, Ross uses that 
historical fact as a jumping-off point for 
an adventure in which Roosevelt himself 
becomes the prey—stalked by an assassin, 
posing as a member of the expedition, 
who has been hired by finance mogul J.P. 

Morgan to eliminate the “trust-busting” former president, still a powerful 
voice in favor of limits on American businesses. The book’s heroine is a 
gutsy newspaper reporter covering the safari—who also happens to be 
Roosevelt’s childhood sweetheart. 

The Aleph Extraction 
DAN MOREN ’02 

The latest volume in Moren’s science fiction 
spy saga about a galactic cold war between 
an empire and a commonwealth picks up 
where The Bayern Agenda left off. Operative 
Simon Kovalic and his compatriots are 
still smarting from a betrayal by one of 
their own—and now they’re being sent on 
a perilous mission to steal an alien artifact 
from an infamous crime lord before their 
enemies can beat them to it. “It’s easy 

to root for these ragtag, quick-thinking underdogs as they stand up to 
intergalactic bullies big and small,” says Publishers Weekly in a starred 
review. “Readers will end this installment deeply attached to Moren’s bold 
characters and eagerly anticipating what comes next.” 

Panoramic Diaries 
BILL O’NEILL ’78 

O’Neill, a New Mexico state senator, 
previously penned the poetry collection The 
Freedom of the Ignored. His first novel—which 
the Santa Fe New Mexican calls “bighearted 
and affecting” with a “Beat-inflected, free-
flowing prose style”—is written from the 
perspective of a man nicknamed Chief who 
left a life of privilege to ride the rails as a 
youth. After a long stint as head of a halfway 
house for troubled ex-convicts, Chief—having 

resumed his ambling ways—revisits the journals he kept during his original 
travels in the summer of 1987. “At least this existence is one of my own 
making,” says one diary entry. “These greasy blue jeans are mine. And so is 
that rip there on my thigh. No one expects anything from me. I lord over this 
domain, as relieved as any fugitive. I’ve successfully avoided all forms of 
responsibility, both real and disguised.” 

To purchase these books and others by Cornellians, or to submit your book for possible mention in Cornell Alumni Magazine, go to cornellalumnimagazine.com/authors. 
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“In a world of instant gratification and 
non-stop entertainment, having grit and 
determination will set you apart from the 
crowd. Let Lima inspire you to do your best 
and achieve your goals.” 

—Daniel H. Pink, New York Times 
best selling author of When and Drive

 “Lima deftly blends a useful guide with 
an absorbing autobiography; he doesn’t 
concentrate excessively on either one . . . . 
Helpful advice from a keen, assertive, and 
relatable physician.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

“Brian Lima’s story is a truly inspiring one. It 
is one of true heart—yes, of that remarkable 
indispensable part of our bodies—but even 
more so of the qualities of a man who grew 
to master surgery on it.”

—Dr. Roald Hoffmann, Author, Playwright, 
and Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Cornell University.
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“In a world of instant gratification and 
non-stop entertainment, having grit and 
determination will set you apart from the 
crowd. Let Lima inspire you to do your best 
and achieve your goals.” 

—Daniel H. Pink, New York Times 
best selling author of When and Drive

 “Lima deftly blends a useful guide with 
an absorbing autobiography; he doesn’t 
concentrate excessively on either one . . . . 
Helpful advice from a keen, assertive, and 
relatable physician.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

“Brian Lima’s story is a truly inspiring one. It is 
one of true heart—yes, of that remarkable, 
indispensable part of our bodies—but even 
more so of the qualities of a man who grew 
to master surgery on it.” 

—Dr. Roald Hoffmann, Author, Playwright, 
and Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Cornell University. 

Follow Brian Lima MD on: 
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GAME CHANGE 
As students return to the Hill, athletics, physical education, 
and intramurals adapt to new COVID safety regulations 
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‘Losing the opportunity to compete in the short term
is a heartbreak to everyone closely connected to the
programs, from the student-athletes and coaches to
families and staff,’ says Andy Noel, Cornell’s director
of athletics. ‘However, given the magnitude of the
global pandemic, health and safety must be our focus.’ 
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When the coronavirus pandemic forced 
the suspension of in-person instruction 
last spring, it meant the cancellation 

of all sports, most phys ed classes, and many recre
ational opportunities. Even Cornell’s storied swim test 
requirement was waived for the Class of 2020. 

With students returning to East Hill for the fall, 
athletics, physical education, and recreation will also be 
back. But they will look very different than they do in a 
typical semester. 

In July, the Ivy League Council of Presidents 
announced that competition in all fall sports—which 
include football, soccer, volleyball, field hockey, cross 
country, golf, tennis, rowing, and sailing—was canceled. 
The fate of winter and spring sports remains up in the 
air, though the league noted that no winter competitions 
could be held until after the end of fall semester, which 
likely impacts teams like basketball and hockey, whose 
games normally start in November. “These decisions 
are extremely difficult, particularly when they impact 
meaningful student-athlete experiences that so many 
value and cherish,” President Martha Pollack and her 
seven Ivy colleagues said in a joint statement. “With the 
information available to us today regarding the continued 
spread of the virus, we simply 
do not believe we can create and 
maintain an environment for 
intercollegiate athletic competi
tion that meets our requirements 
for safety and acceptable levels of 
risk, consistent with the policies 
that each of our schools is adopt
ing as part of its reopening plans 
this fall.” 

On the bright side, athletes whose seasons are canceled 
will retain a year of competitive eligibility (although 
financial aid constraints could make it difficult for some 
to extend their time on the Hill in order to use it) and the 
Ivy League opened the door to the possibility of holding 
fall sports competitions in the spring. Both in-season and 
out-of-season teams will be allowed to hold workouts and 
practices this fall; activities will be introduced in phases, 
beginning with strength-and-conditioning sessions 
and segueing into small-group practices, provided all 
COVID-19 prevention guidelines are followed. “Losing 
the opportunity to compete in the short term is a heart
break to everyone closely connected to the programs, 
from the student-athletes and coaches to families and 
staff,” says Andy Noel, Cornell’s director of athletics. 
“However, given the magnitude of the global pandemic, 
health and safety must be our focus.” 

As Noel explains, although it’s expected that athletes 
will able be to safely participate with teammates, bringing 

competitors together from different institutions—even in 
sports where social distancing can be maintained, such 
as tennis or golf—would present a risk. There are also 
logistical challenges of complying with the patchwork of 
quarantine rules that vary from state to state. Says Noel: 
“Travel was certainly a huge driver behind the decision 
to not hold competitions in the fall.” And he stresses 
that the success of all sports activities rests on athletes’ 
commitment to follow health and safety guidelines. “We 
feel Cornell athletes should be leaders in wearing face 
coverings and following all social distancing protocols,” 
he says. “It’s important for them to set an example for 
everyone to follow.” 

Although the swim test has been waived for 2021 grad
uates as it was for 2020, phys ed requirements remain 
in effect; due to COVID safety constraints, about 300 
classes will be offered this fall compared to nearly 500 
a year ago. Those whose participants can maintain at 
least six feet of social distance will be held in person 
with face coverings required. When such guidelines 
aren’t practical—such as in dance classes—sessions 
will be held via Zoom. For some outdoor pursuits like 
biking, hiking, and jogging, participants will be tracked 
via GPS as they complete prescribed activities. “We’re 

making these online classes easier to take than they 
were in the spring,” says Jennifer Gudaz, senior associ
ate director of athletics and director of physical education 
and of recreational services. “We’ll be offering more 
sessions, especially in the early morning and evening 
hours [Eastern time] so students can easily participate 
no matter where they’re located.” 

Intramurals will be limited to sports that allow for 
social distancing, such as badminton and tennis. Outdoor 
fitness and recreation facilities will be open, including 
trails for walking, hiking, biking, and running. As in 
spring 2020, instructor-led virtual recreation sessions— 
including yoga, Pilates, and fitness—will again be offered. 
“Back in March and April, we were trying to stay one 
step ahead of everything,” Gudaz says. “Now, as we go 
into the fall, I feel like we’re five steps ahead. We’ve had 
more time to prepare, and we know much better how to 
meet the challenges we’re facing.” n 

— Dennis Read 
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TASTE TEST
 
As the hospitality industry struggles in the midst of pandemic restrictions,
 

Ithaca’s restaurants—along with the Farmers Market,
 
local wineries, and more—have had to get creative
 

BY BETH SAULNIER 
PHOTOS BY CASEY MARTIN 
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  DINERS’ DELIGHT: Scenes from on and around the new pedestrian-friendly 
“restaurant row” on Aurora Steet (this page and opposite) 

he son of two Cornellians, Gregar Brous has T been in the food business in Ithaca for more 
than four decades—ever since he was an 
Ithaca College undergrad working part time as 
a bagel baker. In 1980 he bought Collegetown 
Bagels (CTB)—then just four years old—and 
ultimately expanded his family’s local food 
empire to include multiple locations of that 

beloved eatery as well as its sister establishment, Ithaca Bakery; 
Agava, a popular East Hill restaurant that serves Southwest-
inspired cuisine; and Rulloff’s, the historic bistro and bar that 
shared a building with the original CTB on College Avenue. 

Like restaurateurs everywhere, Brous has endured the industry’s 
ups and downs, somewhat insulated from the vicissitudes of the 
wider economy by Ithaca’s status as a college town with a reliable 
supply of customers—students, faculty, staff, and a regular influx 
of campus visitors and tourists. But nothing could have prepared 
him for last March, when COVID-19 forced both Cornell and IC 
to shift to online instruction, events small and large—including 
Commencement at both schools—were canceled or postponed, 
and the bottom fell out of the Ithaca economy. “I’ve never seen 
anything like it, that’s for sure,” says Brous, whose manage
ment team includes his Hotelie daughter, Lindsey Brous ’12. 
“I hope we never see anything like this again in my lifetime.” 

Within days, four months’ worth of catering orders vanished. 
Agava and Rulloff’s closed, as did a CTB location in a local fitness 
center. The company’s wholesale business—supplying bread, 
bagels, and pastry to dining halls and restaurants—dropped 90 
percent. Sales to grocery stores picked up as more people ate at 
home, but it came nowhere near to offsetting the other losses. 
All told across his outlets, Brous had to let go of more than 300 
workers. “I was laying off thirty-year employees who were in 
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tears,” he recalls. “It was the most heartbreaking time of our 
whole existence. And this all happened in two weeks’ time.” 

As the COVID pandemic has wreaked economic havoc across 
the nation and the world, restaurants—along with other sectors 
of the hospitality industry—have been particularly hard hit, as 
health and safety regulations have banned or heavily limited 
in-person dining. And—as Ithaca Mayor Svante Myrick ’09 has 
told national media outlets from the New York Times to Fox News 
in an ongoing effort to appeal for federal aid to municipalities— 
college towns are facing distinct challenges. As student popula
tions emptied out, businesses lost their customer base and sales 
tax revenue plummeted—a grievous blow for communities where 
much of the property is tax exempt, as is more than half the land 
in the City of Ithaca. “The health of our economy depends on the 
University, and when the students left it tripled our unemploy
ment rate, from about 3 percent to 10 percent,” says Myrick. “A 
lot of our restaurants have closed, some for good. Hotels, restau
rants, and stores have been forced to lay off staff and are trying 
to adjust to what might be the new reality for quite a while.” 

CLOSED KITCHENS 
Among the permanent casualties of the COVID era: John 
Thomas Steakhouse, a high-end restaurant on South Hill 
that has hosted many a graduation dinner; the Carriage 
House Café, a popular brunch spot on Stewart Avenue; the 
downtown outpost of Ithaca Coffee Company (located next 
to CAM’s offices and, to its staffers, a beloved source of caf
feine); and Ten Forward, a “Star Trek”-themed vegan café on 
the Commons. Rulloff’s, already slated for closure due to the 
summertime demolition of its building, shuttered months 
earlier than expected and never had a last hurrah. (As Brous 
notes, its iconic bar and other fixtures were salvaged and 
are for sale.) “The service industry in Ithaca is unique,” says 
Mark Anbinder ’89, founder of the news site 14850.com, 
whose dining section is a go-to source for updates and insight 
on the local food scene, which he also discusses on a regu
lar radio segment on WVBR. “The economy is enormously 
geared nine months a year to academia and the other three 
months a year to tourism.” 

But as he and others in the Ithaca food world point out, despite 
the challenges there have been bright spots, as local restaurateurs 

‘ THE HE ALTH OF OUR ECONOM Y DEPENDS ON 

THE UNI V ERSIT Y,’  SAYS ITHAC A MAYOR 

S VANTE M Y RICK ’09,  ‘AND WHEN THE S TUDENTS 

LEF T IT TR IPLED OUR UNEMPLOY MENT R ATE .’  

have reimagined their businesses and come up with novel ways 
to generate revenue while complying with the state’s ever-shifting 
safety regulations. And the City of Ithaca has tried to help— 
loosening parking rules, expediting permits for al fresco dining, 
and, most prominently, following the example of other cities 
by closing a block of Aurora Street to vehicular traffic to create 
a pedestrian-only “restaurant row.” Says Anbinder: “It’s been 
good to see a lot of creative, entrepreneurial people in this town 
trying new things—ways to keep their staff employed, keep their 
customers happy, keep their kitchens active, and keep making 
delicious things.” 

When Agava (located in the building that some Cornellians 
remember as the Mexican restaurant Coyote Loco) reopened 
in late spring, it started with online, to-go ordering one day 
per week; as New York State strictures loosened, it expanded 
service and added picnic tables, an on-site food truck, limited 
indoor dining with tables separated by plastic sheeting—even › 
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‘ IT ’ S AN AMA ZING THING AF TER T WENT Y- FI V E 

Y E ARS TO HAV E TO REIN V ENT YOURSELF A S 

A CURBSIDE TAK EOUT RE S TAUR ANT,’  SAYS 

HEIGHTS OWNER JAME S L AROUNIS .  

a couple of geodesic domes in the parking lot. Thanks to a 
change in state liquor regulations allowing to-go cocktails with 
the purchase of food, Agava was able to offer its popular craft 
margaritas and other libations for pick-up and delivery. “Having 
that option made a big difference,” Anbinder says of local eater
ies overall, “especially in an industry where so much of the profit 
margin is on beverages.” While Brous had originally planned 
to open the new Collegetown CTB store in Sheldon Court on 
June 1 (replacing the one across the street, housed in the same 
now-demolished building as Rulloff’s), COVID caused a ten-
week construction delay. So in the meantime, a CTB food truck 
took up residence outside the Schwartz Center, serving sand
wiches, salads, smoothies, coffee drinks, and more. “We wanted 
to have some presence on College Avenue for the summer,” says 
Brous. “That’s been fun.” 

At the Heights Restaurant—a fine dining establishment popu
lar with University faculty and visiting parents that has operated 
in the Community Corners shopping plaza in Cayuga Heights 
since 1995—COVID meant a dramatic departure from its long-
established business. Practically overnight, what had been a 
lively scene for business dinners, craft cocktails, meals at the 
bar, and romantic evenings out had to shut down. “Probably 
the hardest day of my life was to lay off everybody,” says owner 
James Larounis, an alum of the renowned Culinary Institute of 
America. “We were twenty-five years in business. But you have 
to think outside the box and reinvent. Even though the dining 
room closed, we continued operation.” 

With in-person dining banned by the state, Larounis quickly 
pivoted to takeout, working with his chef to devise a curbside 
menu that eventually grew to include a variety of offerings like 
truffled frites, a grilled octopus gyro, steak and bleu cheese salad, 
wild mushroom pizza, and more. They offered a daily special 
“pour-over cocktail,” packaged in takeout containers—by the 
glass or the quart—for customers to serve over ice at home. 
Diners would pay via credit card over the phone, never enter
ing the restaurant or even getting out of their cars. “For about 

38 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  



restaurants_PROOF_3_JBOK.indd   39 8/17/20   2:35 PM

        S E P T E M B E R  |  O C T O B E R  2 02 0  39 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

         
         

 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 COMMONS CONSTANT: Lou Cassaniti, affectionately known as “the hot dog guy,” with his frequent visitor, Riley (mascot of a nearby sporting goods store). Opposite page, top: 
Limited access to the building helped protect staff at Wings Over Ithaca. Bottom: The CTB food truck that took up residence outside the Schwartz Center this summer. 

three weeks, it was just myself, my chef, and my wife and kids; 
then we realized we needed more help,” says Larounis, who was 
able to rehire some staff. “It’s an amazing thing after twenty-five 
years to have to reinvent yourself as a curbside takeout restau
rant. Takeout was not a big part of our landscape and now it’s 
huge, and that’s thanks to the community. It’s unbelievable. 
It’s really unreal.” 

Across town at Ithaca Beer Company, founder Dan Mitchell ’00 
and his wife, Mari Rutz Mitchell ’98, MS ’03, also had to reimag
ine their livelihood. In addition to brewing beer for consumption in 
bars and restaurants throughout the Northeast—a business that, 
Mari says, fell off 70 percent last spring compared to the previ
ous year—they operate a brewpub on the property. That sit-down 
eatery transformed to all counter service and outdoor dining, 
allowing guests to bring their own blankets and lawn chairs and 
even putting some tables in a cornfield. Once the weather turns 
colder, she says, they plan to add heaters and use the property’s 
firepits, and they eventually aim to put some socially distanced 
seating in empty space in the brewery. “We’re really hoping to 
extend the ‘shoulder season’ outdoors as much as we can,” says 
Mari, who returned to the business after a three-year hiatus when 
the company had to furlough most of its workers. “I’m guess
ing that people will bundle up and be happy to sit outside longer 
into the fall.” Since canceled wholesale orders meant a surplus of 
the brewery’s Flower Power IPA, they’ve partnered with a local 
distillery to turn it into gin and bourbon, for which they hope 
to get approval from the State Liquor Authority. “We ran a test 
batch,” says Mari, whose staff this summer included son Bryce 
Mitchell ’23, “and it came out great.” 

S A FE T Y  M E A SU R E S  
In addition to pioneering ways to make a living during 
COVID, restaurants have had to adhere to a host of health 
and safety rules—and, just as importantly, make their cus
tomers feel secure that dining out or grabbing to-go meals 
won’t put them at risk for infection. At Ithaca Beer, hand 
sanitizer is liberally pumped from the company’s brown glass 
growlers, tables are set far apart on the multi-acre site, and 
plates and cutlery are all disposable. CTB’s provisions include 
banning refillable mugs, closing hot-and-cold food bars, and 
eliminating self-serve stations for flavoring coffee. 

One of CTB’s Collegetown neighbors, the popular chicken 
joint Wings Over Ithaca, was among the first restaurants in 
town to close its dining room in the pandemic’s early days, says 
co-owner and “chief wing officer” Dan Leyva ’14. The Dryden 
Road restaurant quickly implemented a variety of safety proce
dures, including establishing zones within the kitchen to allow for 
social distancing and blocking off the front entrance with tables 
so takeout customers and delivery drivers couldn’t venture fully 
into the building. Orders were accepted online or via phone—even 
customers who showed up in person were asked to step outside 
and call—and payment was electronic only, due to concerns about 
an inability to sanitize cash. “We want our crew to be safe,” 
says Leyva, who notes that the eatery saw a predictable drop 
in late-night orders due to the student exodus but an uptick in 
family-sized meals. “And if our crew is safe, we can ensure that 
everything that comes in and out of the restaurant is also safe.” 

At the Heights—which is still doing a brisk curbside › 
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SUMMER FIXTURE (this page): The Ithaca Farmers Market has instituted 
strict rules for health and safety. Opposite page, top: Dining on the Heights 
Restaurant patio. Bottom: The revamped interior of Agava on East HIll. 

business but has resumed sit-down dining, indoors and on the 
back patio—gloved staffers pre-portion silverware in plastic wrap; 
individual dinner rolls are served rather than sliced bread; and the 
ice scoop behind the bar is sanitized between each use. Instead 
of a leather folder, the check is presented on a plastic tray, which 
is then put through the dishwasher; rather than handing over a 
credit card, patrons can write down the number. At the end of 
the meal, each diner gets a parting gift: a sanitizing towelette. 
“They’re little things we put into place, to do the right thing and 
show we take this seriously,” says Larounis. “We went above 
and beyond the state guidelines—and so far, the comments we’ve 
gotten are fantastic.” 

M A R K E T  WATCH 
In Cornell’s hometown, summer wouldn’t feel right without 
the Ithaca Farmers Market—the immensely popular hub for 
local produce, crafts, and creative takeout food situated on 
Cayuga Inlet. But as COVID shut down many enterprises— 
including the market’s indoor winter incarnation—its ability 
to run this season was in doubt. Given its reputation as a place 
so crowded that parking is often a nightmare—and sometimes 
even walking around inside the pavilion is a challenge—some 
in the community feared it would present too great a risk. 
So the market, a vendor-run cooperative, developed a compre
hensive safety plan. “We were trying to stay open as an access 
point for fresh local food, especially when grocery stores were 
experiencing shortages,” says Laura Gallup, the organization’s 
marketing and events coordinator. “As New York State has 
opened up slowly, so have we.” 

When the market first opened for the season in its outdoor 
location, known as Steamboat Landing, only half of the fifty 
vendor booths were allowed to be filled—and since arts and crafts 
didn’t qualify as essential businesses under COVID rules, arti
sans couldn’t attend. Shoppers were limited to one person per 
household, and all prepared foods had to be taken to go; the 
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popular purveyor of breakfast burritos, for instance, sold them 
frozen instead of ready to eat. Says Gallup: “We wanted people 
to get in, get their shopping done, and get out.” As restrictions 
have eased, all vendors have been allowed to return, and eating is 
allowed (though only while seated at designated picnic tables). But 
face coverings are still required, lines must be socially distanced, 
customers aren’t allowed to touch the wares prior to purchase, and 
capacity is limited, sometimes requiring patrons to queue up and 
wait to enter. “We still want people to come down and have a good 
time, but we’ve definitely had to manage expectations of what it’s 
going to be like and what we can accommodate, because we don’t 
want to get shut down,” says Gallup. “We want to follow the rules 
and make sure everything is safe for our customers and vendors.” 

Still, it’s hardly a normal summer. The Tuesday markets 
downtown in DeWitt Park—which drew a steady stream of 
office workers, many of whom are now operating remotely— 
have been canceled, as have the Thursday evening ones at 
Steamboat Landing. And the roughly three dozen private events 
that were scheduled to be held at the market, including numerous 
weddings, have all been canceled or postponed. “A huge chunk of 
our revenue has gotten deleted, basically,” says Gallup. But a fund
raising campaign to help offset the losses has raised more than 
$20,000—and, she says, many vendors have leveraged creative 
ways to increase sales, like opening online stores, offering local 
pick-up, or teaming up to sell boxes of products. “This terrible 
thing is happening, but it has definitely forced people to adapt,” 
she says. “It has pushed vendors to do things that might have 
been on their ‘maybe someday’ list. So it has made local food and 
agricultural products more accessible than ever, which is one of 
our main goals.” 

TO U R IS M  D OW N — A N D  U P  
Among the blows to Ithaca’s hospitality sector, perhaps no 
single loss has been more sharply felt than the postpone
ment of graduation ceremonies for Cornell’s Class of 2020. 
“When I try to help people understand what Commencement 
weekend means to our destination, I tell them it’s similar to 
Black Friday in retail,” says Peggy Coleman, vice president of 
tourism and community relations at the Ithaca/Tompkins 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau. Traditionally held on 
Memorial Day weekend, Commencement 2020 will instead 
be celebrated in early June 2021 as part of a special Reunion 
event for young alumni. And that postponement has cost the 
region dearly: by the end of May, Coleman says, local hotels 
had seen a $15 million revenue drop in the first five months 
of the year compared to 2019, with much of that loss related 
to the lack of graduation ceremonies at both Cornell and IC, 
which normally draw thousands of friends and family. “We 
are a college town, and we are thrilled to be one,” she says. 
“But it has had an impact.” Counting restaurants, retail shops, 
and other business, she says, the anecdotal tally of losses 
due to canceled events, campus shutdowns, and a dearth of 
leisure and business travel for that same period range from 
$30 million to $50 million. 

At the Ithaca Tompkins International Airport—which 
unveiled an expanded and renovated terminal in January—the 
drop in traveler numbers has also been dramatic. According to › 

‘ WE S T ILL WANT PEOPLE TO COME DOWN 

AND HAV E A GOOD TIME,’  SAYS THE FARMERS 

MARK E T’ S L AUR A GALLUP, ‘ BUT WE’ V E 

DEFINITELY HAD TO MANAGE E XPEC TATIONS 

OF WHAT IT ’ S GOING TO BE L IK E .’  
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‘ PEOPLE WANT TO TR AV EL ,’  SAYS LOC AL 

TOURISM E XECUTI V E PEGGY COLEMAN . ‘ THE Y 

WANT TO GE T BACK HERE BEC AUSE THE Y LOV E 

IT,  THE Y FEEL SAFE HERE, AND THERE’ S SO 

MUCH OPPOR TUNIT Y FOR OUTDOOR AC TI V IT Y.’  

WHAT’S BREWING (this page): New procedures at Ithaca Beer Company. 
Opposite: While winery tourism has resumed, tasters must be seated and 
food must be provided. 

airport manager Mike Hall ’68, traffic in April was down more 
than 90 percent compared to the previous year, and the federal 
Department of Transportation gave United Airlines (one of three 
carriers that service the airport, along with American and Delta) 
permission to temporarily suspend its Ithaca flights. But, Hall 
says, traffic has been steadily increasing to the point where some 
flights have been full, and airport services like rental cars and the 
new café remain open. “It was a very strong recovery a month 
ago,” Hall said in late July. “Right now I think everybody is watch
ing with bated breath how the infection rate plays out in various 
parts of the country that have become hot spots.” Travelers orig
inating from states on New York’s quarantine list are required 
to file a health declaration when they arrive, and passengers are 
expected to wear masks “curbside to curbside” throughout their 
trip, except when eating or drinking. “We’ve had good compli
ance,” Hall says. “I think people are taking this quite seriously, 
as they should be.” 

According to Coleman, local tourism has been steadily increas
ing throughout the summer, with some hotels—which are 
operating at limited capacity to allow for COVID precautions, 
like keeping rooms empty between guests—nearly full over the 
Fourth of July weekend. As she explains, the region’s attributes— 
including a low infection rate and a wealth of recreational options 
like hiking and boating—are particularly attractive to visitors 
within driving distance throughout the Northeast. “There’s such 
pent-up demand,” she says. “People want to travel. They want to 
get back here because they love it, they feel safe here, and there’s 
so much opportunity for outdoor activity. As soon as the gover
nor announced New York Forward [the state’s reopening plan] we 
saw an immediate uptick in our chats, e-mails, phone calls, and 
travel guide requests from people looking to come.” 

Similarly, area wineries have seen a boost in visitors, says 
Christina Roberts, vice president of brand development at Finger 
Lakes Wine Country, an industry trade group. “Once the tasting 
rooms opened back up in June, we’ve seen steady traffic,” Roberts 
says. “A lot of it is people from around the region, and I think 
that’s what we’re going to be seeing through the end of the year. 
This area lends itself well to what people are looking for in a vaca
tion destination in 2020—wide open spaces, those rural escapes. 
Finger Lakes wine country checks all the boxes.” 
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W I N ER I E S  A DA P T  
When the state shut down last spring, wineries were consid
ered essential businesses as part of the agricultural sector, 
so they were allowed to keep producing—but their tasting 
rooms, a key source of revenue and tourist traffic, had to close. 
That forced wineries in the Finger Lakes and elsewhere to get 
creative, with many expanding their social media presence 
and putting a bigger emphasis on online sales. “We’ve never 
seen things shift like this in so short a time,” says Liz Myer 
Stamp ’85, a partner at the family-owned Lakewood Vineyard, 
located in Watkins Glen at the southern end of Seneca Lake. 
“The big word is ‘pivot.’ We’re all pivoting.” 

Lakewood launched “Cook + Cork,” a “Chopped”-style compe
tition among the staff that it ran on Facebook; it also teamed 
up with local restaurants to offer wine pairings with takeout 
orders. Dr. Konstantin Frank Winery—one of the early pioneers 
of viticulture and oenology in the Finger Lakes—came up with 
“Staff Stories,” a feature sent to its e-mail list in which employees 
talked about their favorite dishes, at-home activities, and wines, 
which were then discounted for several days. “We did a ton of 
online specials and shipped out a lot of wine around the country,” 
says Meaghan Frank ’11, MPS ’16, vice president of the winery, 
located in the Village of Hammondsport on Keuka Lake. “We 
were lucky in that we were able to keep the staff whole.” 

Laura Winter Falk ’87, PhD ’97, is a nutritionist and sommelier 
who runs Experience the Finger Lakes, an Ithaca-based firm that 
takes guests on guided winery tours and tastings, among other 
activities. When that business dried up due to the closures, she 
tried her hand at virtual offerings—shipping clients the wine and 
paired foods in advance and then conducting events via Zoom. 
One tour, dubbed “Three Lakes,” highlights one wine each from 
Cayuga, Seneca, and Keuka (a Riesling, a Chardonnay, and a 
Cabernet Franc) along with cheeses from Lively Run, an Ithaca-
area producer. The events—including two sold-out sessions 
offered as part of Cornell’s 2020 virtual Reunion—were a hit. 
“This is never going away, because it has proved to be so popular,” 
says Falk. “We’re getting requests for it all the time now.” 

Once the tasting rooms reopened in June, the wineries had 
to adapt to a host of new COVID safety regulations. Whereas 
visitors could previously drop in and crowd around the bar, now 
tastings must be seated (with masks worn at all other times), 
a food item must be provided, communal “spit buckets” have 
been eliminated, and advance reservations are preferred. At Dr. 
Konstantin Frank, the winery is doing a progressive tasting at 
five stations throughout the property—three outside, two spaced 
out in the main tasting room. Each patron receives a commem
orative glass that they use at each station and then take home, 
along with a branded pen and tasting sheet. “We had to come up 
with a system that was safe for our guests and for our staff, and 
I think this satisfies that,” says Frank, noting that while overall 
numbers are down, the average amount that each visitor spends 
on wine purchases is up. 

At Lakewood, tastings are spread throughout the building, but 
social distancing means that capacity has taken a hit. “In a space 
that we would normally have six people tasting who maybe didn’t 
arrive together, we now have two,” says Stamp—who, like Frank, 
tapped expertise from CALS on best practices for safe operation. 
“Our staff are doing three or four times as many tastings a day as 
they would normally do, to accommodate the guests; in June, we 
saw less than half the usual number and we were all exhausted. 
But we’re making it work, and people have been really coopera
tive and understanding. We try to make it a fun experience. We 
don’t want to whine about the regulations—we just say, ‘This is 
what we’re doing.’ ” 

When Falk was able to reactivate her in-person touring busi
ness, she shifted to a more bespoke experience to allow for social 
distancing, taking six guests in vans that would normally hold 
fourteen, at a fee of about $200 per person. “Because everything 
is reservation booking, we can turn guests away if they’re not 
within the restrictions that the governor has put in place,” she 
says, noting that a party from Ohio had to provide restaurant 
receipts to prove they’d been in New York long enough to join 
a tour. “We’re lucky in that we can have complete control over 
the process, so we know that we’re abiding by the regulations to 
keep people safe.”  n 
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NE  WS 
 YOU CAN’T USE

Two government professors explore   
the epidemic of COVID misinformation 

BY BETH SAULNIER 

 I n a July episode of HBO’s “Last Week Tonight,” John Oliver lamented the 
onslaught of misinformation about COVID-19, skewering the many conspir
acy theories that have cropped up—from the idea that 5G cellular towers spread 

the virus to the claim that the pandemic is a politically driven hoax. At the end, 
he enlisted celebrities to film messages urging people to be critical consumers of 
social media. “There’s a lot of information on the Internet nowadays; not all of it 
is true,” said Ant-Man star Paul Rudd, going on to note that apocryphal news of 
his own death once trended on Twitter. “So before you share something with your 
friends and family, it’s good to ask yourself how much you know about where that 
information is coming from.” 

As researchers work to understand myriad aspects of COVID, some have parsed 
this very issue: the role of false information—which has ranged from the touting of 
quack cures to the rumor that Bill Gates will use a coronavirus vaccine to microchip 
everyone on Earth—in how the public perceives the pandemic. Among the earliest 
work on the subject comes from government professors Sarah Kreps and Douglas 
Kriner, who in June wrote an essay in Scientific American describing two studies 
they conducted last spring. One explored how well people recall headlines relating 
to inaccurate (as well as accurate) claims about the virus and how adept they are 
at judging what’s truthful, while another gauged the efficacy of corrections to fake 
news. “Effective policy responses to the pandemic require at least some degree of 
buy-in from the public, or an ability to mobilize the public to support government 
measures,” they wrote. “This depends, in large part, on Americans being able to 
distinguish fact from fiction. On this metric, the public struggles mightily.” 

In July, Kreps and Kriner talked about their findings with CAM via Zoom. › 
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 chaff, so you re unable to mediate 

between fact and fiction.’ 

ON THE RECORD: COVID misinformation in the 
news. Opposite page: Graffiti, seen in early May, 
discounting the veracity of the pandemic. 

‘People are awash in content—you 
can’t separate the wheat from the 

’

Why do you think misinformation has
been such a huge issue during the COVID
pandemic? 
Sarah Kreps: Early on, there was a lot of 
uncertainty about where the virus came from 
and how to treat it. For example, the CDC 

and WHO have had to walk back their earlier guidance about 
masks, when back in February and March they were saying 
that people shouldn’t wear them because they weren’t effec
tive. That was not misinformation; it was that medicine was 
still learning about this virus. Against that backdrop of uncer
tainty, a lot of these conspiracies were filling the void. 

Misinformation seems to be an even big-
ger issue during the pandemic than in
the 2016 election. Why is that? 
Douglas Kriner: Some of this is due to the 
fact that we’re all home, locked down, being 
bombarded nonstop with this information. 

But in our research, we still found partisan differences as well 
as differences in terms of media consumption. The more social 
media you consume, the less able you are to pick out fake news 
and say, “Yes, that was a false claim.” 
SK: As this has gone along, it’s looking a lot more like the polit
ical misinformation from 2016 where people were selecting 
into certain media environments—conservatives were choos
ing their media outlets and liberals were choosing theirs—and 
they’re getting these ideas refracted through partisan cues. 
It becomes difficult to have a thoughtful conversation about 
public health because of these increasingly entrenched and 
confused perspectives. 

In your writing, you refer to a “fog of misinformation.”
What does that mean in this context? 
SK: It gets at this sense of nihilism: we don’t know what to 
believe, nothing is true, everything is contested. It’s hard 
to cut through that fog because people are inundated with 
information. The fact that, in our studies, those who have 
more social media exposure were less equipped to adjudi
cate properly suggests that people are awash in content—you 
can’t separate the wheat from the chaff, so you’re unable to 
mediate between fact and fiction. 

The documentary Plandemic, which promotes COVID
conspiracy theories, got eight million views in a week
before being blocked by YouTube, Facebook, and 
Twitter. How does it fit into the conversation? 
DK: The things that are most shocking about Plandemic are 
the sheer number of people who watched it and the number 
of likes, shares, and follows on social media. But even though 
we don’t have direct data on Plandemic and the response to 
it, our research suggests that just looking at the number of 
likes, shares, and views is probably misleading. Most people 
can’t recall even outlandish claims that have received a lot of 
attention, both widespread sharing on social media and main
stream media outrage. That’s not to say that Plandemic and 
other news like it is not impactful. To go back to that “fog of PH
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misinformation,” the most pernicious effect is not so much 
that it encourages you to believe the false claims but that being 
bombarded with misinformation hinders your ability to be a 
savvy media consumer and to find the factual information that 
you need to keep yourself and your family safe. 
SK: It’s emblematic of this backdrop of polarization and the fact 
that there are still things we don’t know about the virus. We 
think of medicine as a science, and it is—but with something 
like a virus, doing certain types of randomized control trials is 
not feasible or ethical, for example in education and the ques
tion of reopening schools. We have some observational data 
from South Korea, Israel, and Europe, but those populations 
and public health contexts are so different that we can’t easily 
draw inferences about the appropriateness of opening schools 
in Los Angeles or Upstate New York. There’s no dispositive 
proof one way or another, so it leads to a lot of guesswork and 
wild speculation about proper policies. 

What spurred your interest in studying this? 
DK: We knew that there’s a lot of misinformation out there; 
there are quantitative studies on the number of times fake 
claims have been shared or retweeted. But we realized we don’t 
know how much fake news people actually recall and how 
well they can differentiate between accurate information and 
misinformation. 
SK: Some of the earliest misinformation was that swallowing 
bleach could cleanse the novel coronavirus out of your system. 
We all heard that, but did many people actually internalize it 
as something prescriptively good? 

One of your studies was on recall of news headlines.
How did that work? 
DK: For three categories of COVID-19 stories—about the 
origins of the virus, treatments for it, and the efficacy of the 
government response—we came up with three sets of stories: 
headlines shared on social media that were false; headlines 
shared on social media that were true; and placebo head
lines that weren’t any more or less zany than the actual fake 
news that was out there, but never widely circulated on social 
media—for instance, “Corona Beer Consumption Has Been 
Linked to the Spread of Coronavirus in the Southwest.” 

What did you find? 
DK: There’s a lot of fake news out there, but most Americans 
don’t remember it. It doesn’t necessarily mean it hasn’t affected 
how they think about the pandemic, but at least there aren’t 
large percentages of people who read false claims about treat
ments and remember, say, “Advice from Japanese Doctors 
Treating Coronavirus Cases: Drinking Water Every Fifteen 
Minutes Reduces Your Risk of Contracting the Virus.” That’s 
a relatively small percentage of the public. 

What about the second part of that study, on how well
people can identify true versus false information? 
DK: We found that with fake news, roughly between 50 
and 60 percent could say, “Yep, this is fake”—which means 
that almost half could not. They either said it was true or 
they weren’t sure. Perhaps the most disturbing result was on 
factual information—for instance, things such as “Drug Used › 
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to Treat Ebola [i.e. Remdesivir] 
May Help COVID-19 Patients, 
Preliminary Results Suggest,” or 
“Such a Simple Thing to Do: Why 
Positioning COVID-19 Patients on 
Their Stomachs Can Save Lives.” 
Less than a majority were able to 
correctly identify those as true. So 
perhaps even more troubling than 
the percentage of people who believe 
fake news is that misinformation is 
crowding out factual information. 
SK: In my other work, I’ve looked at 
the strategic aims of outside actors 
from China and Russia who try to 
meddle in U.S. domestic politics, 
and the goal is not to change what 
people think, it’s to sow confusion— 
you have a world where nothing’s 
viewed as actually true or false. 
The implications of that are very 
important. 

Could you talk about your work 
on how aggressively social 
media companies should flag 
false claims? 
DK: We looked at the effects of 
simple corrections that say, “This 
claim is false”—the standard 
approach of a lot of social media 

platforms—versus corrections that go beyond that and rebut 
the claim with evidence. We looked for efficacy and also for 
evidence of a backfire effect—the paradox that if you call 
out misinformation, some people might become even more 
entrenched in holding that perception. 

What did you find? 
DK: Simple corrections had no effect whatsoever in reducing 
misperceptions, though they had a modest effect on reduc
ing engagement—whether you like or share the article. They 
had no backfire effects, but also did not have the intended 
effect. The stronger, enhanced corrections were more effective, 
and we did not find any evidence of backfire. So the evidence 
certainly suggests that social media companies should not be 
as concerned about backfire and need to do a more aggres
sive job at countering misinformation if they want to move 
attitudes and correct misperceptions. 

Having done this dive into misinformation, how does it
impact the way you personally consume media? 
SK: It has caused me to be more circumspect. There was a 
study that came out from South Korea in July about how the 
virus spreads in children compared to adults; the Wall Street 
Journal’s conclusions about it were more optimistic [about 
its implications for reopening schools in the U.S.] than the PH
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‘Perhaps even more troubling 
than the percentage of people 
who believe fake news is that 
misinformation is crowding 
out factual information.’ 
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coverage in the New York Times. Having worked on this, it’s 
not that I don’t buy that there’s a true and a false, but I’m much 
warier and more likely to say, “I want to see two or three stud
ies that point in the same direction” rather than taking one 
that’s written up sensationally as the last word. 
DK: The media isn’t very good at the presentation of uncer
tainty. It doesn’t want complex scenarios; it wants a clear 
answer that can be given in a digestible format. So much of 
this preliminary work is being shared in preprints [of academic 
papers] and is democratizing and speeding up the distribution 
of results in a way that is pretty unprecedented. I’m cogni
zant of thinking about the limits of any individual news story 
as we’re trying to grapple with something that’s emergent and 
seemingly ever-changing. 
SK: It’s really interesting to see how people are having to think 
about science—and the media at times does not do the science 
a great service. Some of this is not their fault, because 
science is really hard and imprecise, and more uncertain than 
most people would have thought. 

Do you have future work planned on this topic? 
DK: We’re focused on understanding attitudes toward a vaccine 
when it becomes available. We have a paper under review that’s 
looking at different potential aspects of a COVID vaccine and 
how people view them. 
SK: In the last decade, a strong anti-vaccination movement has 
reduced by about 10 percent the number of parents who vacci
nate their children—and we know that misinformation has 
contributed to vaccine hesitancy. How is that going to play into 
the willingness to vaccinate for COVID-19, especially since 
this will have been the fastest development of a vaccine of all 
time? If people have heard more about the long-debunked and 
retracted study linking autism and vaccination, will that make 
them more hesitant? What’s the overlap with people who don’t 
vaccinate for polio or MMR [measles, mumps, and rubella]? 
We’re starting to tease that out, and we’re finding some pretty 
interesting patterns. 

What have you found so far? 
DK: As you might expect, the efficacy of an eventual vaccine 
is the most important factor. But perhaps most troubling, we 
found substantial hesitancy to take a vaccine that is only 50 
percent effective, which is the FDA’s minimum acceptable 
threshold for approval. 
SK: Older people and African Americans are much more hesi
tant, and we want to figure out why; that’s really important, 
because those are very vulnerable groups. We’ll also be inter
ested in knowing how misinformation messages affect how 
people think about the safety of the vaccine in ways that impact 
their own health and that of the community. If public health 
authorities can’t communicate about the safety of a vaccine 
in a credible way, their efforts will really be impeded. And 
there’s every reason to believe that misinformation will play a 
role. Three of the main groups involved in promoting the anti-
vaccination movement are already laying the groundwork for 
messaging on COVID-19. n 

TAKING TO THE STREETS: Scenes from COVID-related protests. 
Opposite page: A TV interview on Sinclair Broadcasting with Judy 
Mikovits (top), who’s featured in the controversial documentary 
Plandemic; NBC News coverage of the furor over suggestions that 
ingesting cleaning products could cure COVID. 
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When four lifelong friends from Alpha Sigma Phi contracted COVID 19 
on their annual ski trip, one became gravely ill. Could another help save him? 

BY LAURA POWER 

HITTING THE SLOPES (left to right): Lawlor, Aberg, 
John, and Twentyman in Vail in early March 
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or much of their ski vacation, everything seemed just right: the weather, 
the companionship, the conditions on the mountain. When it was over, 
the four Cornellians—men who’d been friends for nearly five decades— 
parted at the Denver airport amid promises to get together again soon. 
They couldn’t have imagined that within weeks, one of them would 
be at the brink of death from COVID-19—and that another would be 

desperately trying to save him. 
When the quartet—Norman “Randy” John ’70, MBA ’73, Roland Aberg ’73, 

Jack Lawlor ’73, MEng ’74, and Mark Twentyman ’73—packed for the 
excursion to Vail, Colorado, in early March, they hadn’t been particularly 
worried. At that time, the U.S.’s only known cases of COVID-19 were in 
California and Washington; no infections were reported in Colorado or 
contiguous states. As John recalls: “We felt pretty secure.” During the trip, 
they heard reports of an outbreak in New Rochelle, New York, but the 
images of Governor Andrew Cuomo that flashed across a lodge TV screen 
seemed far away. 

Near the end, though, there were hints of trouble. When John visited a 
local emergency room to be treated for dehydration, he asked a nurse if there 
were any COVID cases in town. She told him that they’d sent out a few 
tests for analysis, but wouldn’t say more. At the hospital entrance, Lawlor 
and Aberg were questioned about symptoms by security guards wearing 
N95 face masks. Still, on their final ski day, all but John boarded the eight-
person gondola for multiple runs. “We didn’t understand fully that we were 
in the middle of a petri dish,” says Aberg, “and no one there seemed to know 
it or say anything, except for one sign at the hospital.” On March 11, the 
men bagged up their skis and headed home. 

Three of the friends—Aberg, Lawlor, and Twentyman—had become 
buddies as freshmen, all living on the fourth floor of Sperry Hall. When 
they pledged Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity in spring 1970 they met John, a 
senior industrial engineering major who was already a member; the quar
tet jelled when John returned to the Hill in 1971 to pursue his MBA. 
Reunions brought them together over the years. After the excitement of new 
jobs, marriages, and children settled down, they often planned other get
togethers: dinners, excursions, and, more recently, ski trips. “We enjoy each 
other’s company,” says Lawlor, an engineering alum who spent much of 
his career in the construction industry and is now retired. “Stories that we 
laughed about last year, we laugh about again this year.” 

After the Vail trip, the four texted or spoke daily to check in. Lawlor, 
who lives in the central Long Island hamlet of Melville, had the sniffles 
but attributed it to a cold. In the Minneapolis suburbs, Aberg—a landscape 
architecture alum who’s a principal at a national design firm—felt lethar
gic and achy, and his fatigue intensified over the next couple of days. When 
his wife read in the newspaper that someone in Vail had tested positive 
for COVID-19, he says, “the pieces started fitting together.” Aberg called 
his doctor, who got him a pass for a nearby drive-thru testing site that had 
just opened. 

Of the four friends, John—who’s retired from a career in the industrial 
gas business and lives outside Philadelphia—initially seemed the hardest 
hit. For a week he battled acute fatigue, a low-grade fever, and aches. A few 
days after his return, he’d called his doctor, who authorized a test; John 
was first in line at a nearby drive-thru clinic. By the time Aberg and John 
learned their results—both positive—their symptoms had abated. Lawlor’s 
“cold” had cleared up, but with two companions infected, he felt he should 
be tested. He called his county health department, but by then New York 
was so overwhelmed that testing was limited to healthcare professionals 
and hospitalized patients. (Much later, an antibody test confirmed he’d 
had COVID.) › 
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‘Cards and prayers are not going to cut it,’ John told 
Aberg and Lawlor as Twentyman’s condition continued 
to deteriorate. ‘We have to do something.’ 

Twentyman—a CALS alum working in real estate in Albany, 
New York—felt fine, and thought he’d dodged a bullet. After a 
week at home, he packed up for a solo drive to meet his girl
friend, Linda Vault-Smith, at her place in Cocoa Beach, Florida. 
He slogged through the 1,365-mile drive, but when he got to 
her condo he felt tired and irritable. He soon called his friends 
to say he was in bad shape. The next day, he was swabbed for 
COVID-19, and the test came back positive. He hoped to ride 
out his illness with his girlfriend’s help, and she isolated him 
as much as she could in her three-bedroom condo. Early on, it 
was hoped that the malaria drug hydroxychloroquine, either 

with or without the antibiotic azithromycin, might mitigate the 
impact of COVID-19. Twentyman’s doctor prescribed both, but 
they didn’t seem to help. He continued to be tired and hot, 
but couldn’t monitor his temperature because every store Vault-
Smith visited was sold out of thermometers; John eventually 
overnighted him one. 

Although Twentyman didn’t feel short of breath, he had other 
symptoms of oxygen deficiency. He was restless and headachy 
and had no energy or appetite. His doctor ordered oxygen tanks 
and an oximeter, a finger-clip device that measures oxygen 
concentration in the blood. But his symptoms persisted and even 
with the supplemental oxygen, the oximeter showed a down
ward trend. His appearance during a FaceTime call shocked his 
physician daughter-in-law, Becky Ford Twentyman, a medical 
officer with the Centers for Disease Control. “You need to be 
seen immediately,” she begged after assessing his symptoms. 
“Go right away.” 

An ambulance whisked Twentyman to a small, nearby hospi
tal that had an available ventilator, and he was admitted to the 
ICU. For the first few days he seemed stable, and he was taken 
off the drugs he’d initially been given to maintain his blood 
pressure. But then his condition wavered. Some days he had a 
fever, others not. A few times, doctors tried to wean him from 
the ventilator, but Twentyman couldn’t sustain breathing on 
his own. He again needed the blood pressure drugs; enzyme 
levels associated with inflammation damage trended upward. 

Then, at the end of the first week, one of Twentyman’s lungs 

collapsed, a catastrophic event requiring surgery. His ventilator 
was set for maximum oxygen, with little effect. Dosage of the 
blood pressure drugs had to be increased. He had blood clots 
in both lungs, was unconscious, and struggled to breathe. Ford 
Twentyman and her husband, Michael Twentyman ’99, got a 
call from the ICU: Do you want us to keep going, or should we 
stop treatment? They quickly opted for the lung-repair surgery. 

With Mark Twentyman now seriously ill, his daughter-
in-law texted frequent updates, and John, Aberg, and Lawlor 
checked in with each other every day. Meanwhile, numerous 
Cornellians followed his setbacks and victories via an extensive 

e-mail chain. The four buddies had developed a 
wide circle of friends from decades of attending 
Reunion, even in years when they didn’t have 
official class gatherings. (In addition to his son 

FRIENDS FOR LIFE (left to right): 
Aberg, Lawlor, Twentyman, and John 
in their Cornellian senior portraits. 
Opposite page, top: Twentyman’s tale 
of recovery, as featured in a Florida 
hospital newsletter. Bottom: The pals 
(seen in the same order) during their 
2018 Vail trip. 

Michael, there are numerous Big Red alumni 
in Twentyman’s family including a brother, 
Lee Twentyman ’69, a sister, Jane Twentyman 

MacDonald ’78, step-siblings, and other relatives; his late 
mother, Esther Forbes Twentyman ’45, also attended.) Soon, 
hundreds of people were monitoring Twentyman’s progress. 
But as he continued to deteriorate, John told Aberg and Lawlor 
that it wasn’t enough. “Cards and prayers are not going to cut 
it,” he said. “We have to do something.” 

D
ue to the urgency of the COVID-19 pandemic, the FDA 
had approved a therapy called convalescent plasma—in 
which disease-fighting antibodies are extracted from the 
blood of someone who has recovered, then infused into a 
sick patient—for use under certain conditions on a case

by-case basis. While the therapy’s efficacy hadn’t been proven 
through clinical studies—and months later, its benefits still 
aren’t fully known—it  appeared to have aided some people. 
John knew that he and Twentyman both had type A-positive 
blood; could he help his old friend by donating plasma? 

Because of past blood donations, John had established a rela
tionship with a blood center in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and 
he arranged to give plasma there. But there were still some logis
tical hurdles. A receiving blood bank had to be found in Florida, 
as the plasma couldn’t be shipped directly to Twentyman in the 
ICU. And the hospital’s board of directors had to be persuaded to 
allow the treatment, due to its “investigational” status. Finally, 
on April 7, John donated four 200-milliliter units of plasma; 
two went to Twentyman and two to a local patient. (Lawlor and 
Aberg have since donated plasma for use in other COVID cases, 
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and all three intend to continue as long as it’s needed.) 
In doing so, he felt a mix of relief and déjà vu: eighteen 
years earlier, John had donated stem cells that saved 
his daughter from leukemia. 

The plasma for Twentyman arrived none too 
soon. He was still fighting blood clots and pneu
monia. Within twelve hours of transfusing the first 
unit, though, he showed dramatic improvement. His 
104-degree fever broke, his blood pressure stabilized, 
and indicators of inflammation improved—but he still 
needed the ventilator. After he received the second 
plasma unit the next day, his doctor was able to grad
ually adjust the ventilator settings so its breathing 
support was near minimal. 

Unfortunately, though, those beneficial effects 
seemed to diminish after a few days. Twentyman 
had been sedated, and his doctor tried to wean him 
off the sedatives so the ventilator could be removed— 
but he wouldn’t wake up. The doctor pushed for 
a tracheotomy as an intermediate step that would allow for
easier breathing assistance and less sedation, but the surgi
cal team refused on the grounds that Twentyman was too ill.
Since more plasma might help, John agreed to donate again.
Happily, Twentyman stabilized after the second donation, and
the subsequent tracheotomy was successful. Within three days,
he was no longer sedated and could breathe on his own for
extended periods. 

But there was yet another problem. Twentyman developed
an arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat), possibly a side effect of
the hydroxychloroquine he’d taken early in his illness. Some
arrhythmias can be relatively harmless, but Twentyman’s was
dangerous; his doctor had to shock his chest to bring his heart
back to a normal beat. Finally, after a month of mostly breathing
on a ventilator, Twentyman moved from the ICU to a long-term
acute care hospital, and thirty days later he transferred to a reha
bilitation facility. But even then, his struggles weren’t over: as
one rehab staffer told him, “Clinically, you are like a quadri
plegic.” He had no strength in his legs, couldn’t raise an arm
off the bed, and couldn’t even move his fingers to send a text.
Thanks to several grueling weeks with a physical therapist and

his own hard work, he markedly improved. One major morale  
boost: a Zoom call from his rehab bed with Aberg, John, Lawlor,  

  and more than a dozen other Alpha Sigma Phi brothers, who  
raised a toast to his recovery. 

  When Twentyman finally went home to Vault-Smith in mid-
  June, well-wishes poured in. A dozen or so Brazilian friends  
  from his long-ago stint in the Peace Corps posed for a get-well  
  photo and sent it to him. Residents of his hometown—Homer,  
  New York, about forty minutes northeast of Ithaca—conveyed  

their affection. And of course, there was constant support from  
  Aberg, John, and Lawlor. Says Twentyman: “Tears well up when  
  I think about how much others did on my behalf, when I was so  
  helpless.” Even after getting home, he faced many more weeks  
  of recuperation, including coping with a temporarily paralyzed  
  vocal cord and healing bedsores that had become so severe  
  they’d exposed bone.  
  Twentyman gains strength every day, but doesn’t expect to be  

back to normal until near the end of this year; the four friends  
  aim to gather in Ithaca next summer to celebrate his recovery.  

He remembers little about his COVID battle and nothing of his  
  ICU stay—but he hasn’t lost his sense of humor. When asked  
  what  he  would  have  done  differently,  he  replies:  “I  wished  I’d  
  skied in Vermont instead.” n 
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DISPLAY OF PLUMAGE: A brooch  
containing feathers from the now-
extinct Carolina parakeet, shown  
on a dress made in 1886 
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‘These items tell important stories that might not be 
recorded in words,’ says Denise Green ’07. ‘You can tell a 
lot about the way people lived by looking at their clothes.’ 

Style

Substance 
Cornell’s Fashion + Textile Collection 
houses thousands of items of apparel,
from ball gowns to firefighting gear 

BY ALEXANDRA BOND ’12 

What do a velvet flapper dress from the Roaring 
Twenties, a T-shirt from a Taylor Swift 
concert, and a swatch of fabric from an astro
naut’s spacesuit have in common? They’re 
just a few of the more than 10,000 items in 

Cornell’s Fashion + Textile Collection, an assemblage of cloth
ing, tapestries, purses, jewelry, quilts, shoes, and more dating from 
the late 1700s to the present day. “When you walk into the collec
tion it’s overwhelming,” says apparel design alumna Sian Brown, 
MA ’20. “You can almost feel the history of all the items.” 

The collection’s holdings fall into three main categories: 
Western clothing, textiles, and accessories; ethnographic garments 
and accessories from around the world; and 
functional apparel. The first group—by far the 
largest—includes a wide array of gowns from 
the 1800s to the present day, a rhinestone-studded 
Elvis impersonator costume, examples of chil-
dren’s wear across many decades, dozens of blue 
jeans and denim jackets, even a soft pink Juicy 
Couture tracksuit from 2006. The ethnographic items include 
African prints, embroidered Turkish fabrics, and Japanese painted 
kimonos, to name a few. Functional apparel, the smallest category, 
encompasses such items as early Kevlar, firefighters’ uniforms, 
and athletic wear. 

While some pieces stand out for their historical significance— 
such as one of Eleanor Roosevelt’s inaugural ball gowns and 
a judicial collar worn by Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg ’54—the majority are typical examples of their time 

and place. “People tend to want to conserve things that hold the 
most value, like their wedding dress,” says Samantha Stern ’17, 
who majored in fashion design and management and worked in 
the collection all four years of undergrad. “In terms of historical 
significance, though, sometimes work clothing or what people 
wore on a day-to-day basis are actually the most important things 
to preserve and understand.” 

Many courses and activities have incorporated the collection’s 
offerings over the years—from the aspiring designers who tapped 
its garments for inspiration for Cornell’s annual fashion show to 
the plant science students studying natural dyes in early cloth
ing. Future architects have parsed the structural form of garments, 

while anthropology students explore the fabrics and tools used by 
different civilizations. “These items tell important stories that 
might not be recorded in words,” says Denise Green ’07, director 
of the collection and an associate professor in the Department of 
Fiber Science and Apparel Design (FSAD). “You can tell a lot about 
the way people lived by looking at their clothes.” 

The current collection grew out of a small selection of garments 
used as teaching tools by Beulah Blackmore, Cornell’s first 
faculty member in the field of clothing and textiles. Hired in › PH
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CLOTHES ENCOUNTERS: 
A silk pleated gown with 
silver beadwork designed 
by Patricia Lester in the 
Eighties, inspired by 
the backless evening 
gowns of the Thirties. 
Opposite page, top: 
Green at the opening 
reception of the Fashion 
& Feathers exhibition in 
October 2019. Bottom: 
The collection s newly 
renovated storage space. 
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1915, Blackmore helped develop the Department of Textiles and 
Clothing (now FSAD) during her tenure. In 1936, she cashed out 
her life insurance policy and—with a small contribution from 
the Department of Home Economics—took a sabbatical to travel 
the world and collect indigenous apparel and fabrics, adding them 
to the nineteenth-century clothing she’d already begun curating. 
“Back then, students didn’t travel like they do today,” says Green, 
“so she was determined to bring the garments to them.” The 
outfits, accessories, and textiles she acquired from Asia, the Middle 
East, Northern Africa, Europe, and elsewhere remain part of the 
collection, which is now housed in the Human Ecology building. 

In late summer 2019, a renovation of its nearly 1,500 square 
feet of space was completed; climate- and humidity-controlled, 
it offers additional storage capacity, shelves with glass doors for 
better visibility, and an area where garments can be displayed 
for study. This spring, the facility—which for decades had been 
called the Costume and Textile Collection—was rebranded to its 

current name. “People were confused, and rightfully so, about the 
term ‘costume,’ ” explains Green. “In the early twentieth century, 
it was used to describe clothing of non-Western people or of a 
different time, but it has a different meaning today.” A ribbon-
cutting ceremony and cocktail party to unveil the new space and 
name, originally scheduled for last March, has been indefinitely 
postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The collection typically mounts several exhibitions each 
academic year, with some twelve to twenty pieces displayed in 
hallway vitrines in Human Ecology. In fall 2019, Fashion & 
Feathers—a collaboration with the Lab of Ornithology and the 
Cornell Museum of Vertebrates—highlighted garments and 
accessories that incorporate both representations and actual 
specimens of bird species. Women Empowered, which ran in 
2018–19, presented fashion worn by female activists, athletes, 
legislators, soldiers, performing artists, and more. The most recent 
exhibition—Black Excellence, which Brown curated last winter— 
showcased items made by influential African American designers. 

Currently, most visitors are prohibited from campus due to 
COVID safety rules. But under normal circumstances, the collec
tion is open by appointment to anyone with research interest, and 
private tours can be organized for school field trips, senior citi
zen groups, and others. “I think its greatest strength is the fact 
that it’s a study collection, not a museum collection,” says Lynda 
Xepoleas, a PhD student in FSAD who collaborated on the Women 
Empowered exhibition. “The community is meant to engage with 
it.” And despite the pandemic restrictions, the collection remains a 
valuable resource for current students and faculty. Student employ
ees are working to expand its online database and make past 
exhibitions available for viewing on the University Library website, 
and faculty members are invited to record lectures in the reno
vated space for use in their classes. “There’s such an expansive 
range in the collection, from historical to more contemporary 
and across many different cultures,” says Brown. “If you’re inter
ested in fashion history, there’s really something for everyone.” › 
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1. China Poblana ensemble from Mexico. 2. Leather gloves from the 
early Thirties. 3. World War II WAVES uniform worn by Adelaide Briggs 
’37, BFA ’38.  4. Cloche hat from the 1920s. 5. Football protective 
equipment. 6. Young boy’s frock coat from the late nineteenth century. 
7. Formal Japanese kimono, part of a wedding outfit. 
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1. Dress made from a home sewing 
pattern, 1968. 2. Outfit, circa 
1915, worn by a Cornell botanist on 
research excursions. 3. Two-piece 
gown, from the mid-1880s, featuring 
intricate patterning, lace detailing, 
and embroidered pansies. 4. Elvis 
impersonator costume, based on one 
Presley wore in the 1973 TV special 
“Aloha from Hawaii.” 5. Oscar de la 
Renta high heels, 1983. 6. Arnold 
Scaasi evening gown, 1986. 7. Woven 
straw hat with bow, 1951. 8. Child’s 
vest from Yugoslavia, circa the Thirties. 
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1. Swimming costume,  
circa 1900. 2. Twentieth-
century woven hat. 3.  
Jumpsuit with harem  
pants and empire  
waistline, designed by  
Emilio Pucci in the late  
Sixties. 4. Strap-on ice  
skate from the early  
1900s.  5. Men’s trousers  
designed by Willi Smith   
for his WilliWear label in  
the early Eighties. n  
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This special section, a bonus issue of the university’s 
Ezra magazine, highlights ways Cornell initiatives 

CORNELL 
UNIVERSITY’S intersect with philanthropy and engagement of Cornell 
MAGAZINE  alumni, parents and friends. 
EXTRA 

ALICE LI LINKS CORNELL INNOVATION 
TO INDUSTRY, STARTUPS 
Alice Li, Ph.D. ’98, is executive director of Cornell’s Center 
for Technology Licensing (CTL), the university s technology 
transfer office. She oversees activities in technology 
management, marketing, licensing and outreach to support 
the university s goals in commercializing technologies, 
promoting startups and building partnerships. 

Universities have been playing increasingly important roles 
in driving a knowledge-based economy and propelling new 
venture formation nationwide. At Cornell, more than 200 
startup companies based on licensed Cornell technologies 
have been launched since 1990, with more than $2.6B in 
funding raised. 

continued on next page 
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“IT’S SUCH A REWARDING EXPERIENCE 
TO LINK A UNIVERSITY’S DISCOVERY 
POWER TO THE DEVELOPMENT ARMS 
OF INDUSTRY AND TO HELP PUMP 
NEW BLOOD INTO THE STARTUP 
LANDSCAPE.” 

– Alice Li, Ph.D. ’98 

Can you tell us a bit about your background 
and what brought you to Cornell? 
Li: I was trained at Cornell as a Ph.D. student in 
molecular biology. Right after my graduation,
I joined a startup company called BioArray
Solutions in New Jersey. At the time, DNA
and protein chips were hot, and we had a new
system that could be used in diagnostics. It was
both an exciting and nerve-racking experience
to grow from a two-person startup to over 50
people. That’s where I filed my first patent as
an inventor, learned what investors are looking
for, and figured out how to build lab benches
using “retired” materials. 
I returned to Ithaca in 2002, when my husband
was offered a faculty job in the College of
Engineering, but I wanted to stay with industry.
I was introduced to tech transfer, and the 
fact that it bridges academia and industry
piqued my interest. I joined the CTL office and
started to manage a portfolio of life sciences
technologies. I have to admit, in the beginning
there were urges to start other companies
of my own, but gradually I became more
and more engaged in helping others in their
commercialization efforts instead. 
It’s such a rewarding experience to link
a university’s discovery power to the
development arms of industry and to help
pump new blood into the startup landscape.
Tech transfer has been an evolving field over
the last 20 years, and I was growing along
with the profession. I became CTL’s executive
director, first in an interim capacity in 2014 and
then officially in 2016. I am inspired to make
the organization an effective interface between
Cornell researchers and our industry partners. 
What is CTL’s role today, and how involved has 
it been in the recent growth of Cornell-created 
patents, licenses and startups? 
Li: When people hear “tech transfer,” they
typically think about filing patents. In reality,
patents are just sheets of paper – expensive 

sheets of paper – if they do not result
in products. The focus of the field has
gradually shifted to commercialization: how
technologies can be marketed and licensed
to industry and developed into products and
services with societal impact. More recently,
the emphasis was expanded to support startup
formation and growth, utilizing inventions as
the engine for economic growth to benefit the
region and the nation. Corporate engagement
also recently has become a major part of the
comprehensive approach for partnerships. 
Through its central role in intellectual property
management, marketing and licensing, CTL
works and coordinates with all of Cornell’s 
colleges and campuses to catalyze the
commercialization of technologies, establish
partnerships and form startups. Every year
Cornell is awarded more than 100 U.S. 
patents and enters into more than 75 licenses
and options with industry partners. In the
2019 Reuters’ ranking of the world’s most
innovative universities, Cornell ranked ninth. 
Just as it takes a village to raise a child, it takes
an ecosystem to nurture a startup. CTL is part
of a well-developed ecosystem that supports
entrepreneurship at Cornell, one that has seen
tremendous growth in recent years. CTL helps
faculty and student entrepreneurs alike to
take advantage of a wealth of opportunities
that the university offers, such as technology
incubators, translational research centers,
training programs for students and
researchers, business plan competitions and
maturation funds. Our Startup Guide was
created by CTL as a part of the toolbox to
introduce faculty and students to the venture
path and the rich resources at the campuses of
Cornell. 
Over the past decade, technology-focused 
incubators – like the Kevin M. McGovern 
Family Center for Venture Development 
in the Life Sciences, the Praxis Center for 
Venture Development in Engineering and the 

EZRA MAGAZINE EXTRA 

More than 200 startup 

companies based 


on licensed Cornell 

technologies have been 


launched since 1990, 

with more than $2.6B in 


funding raised.
 

Last year, Cornell 
technology startups 

raised more than $290 
million for company 
growth and product 

development. 



  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

Physical Sciences, Rev: Ithaca Startup Works, 
the BioVenture eLab at Weill Cornell Medicine 
and the Runway Startup Postdocs at Cornell 
Tech – have been established to support 
entrepreneurs and to help commercialize 
concepts and launch startup companies. 
What has their impact on our entrepreneurial 
ecosystem been? 
Li: The impacts have been huge, both
quantitatively and qualitatively. 
The increasing trend of Cornell technology
startup formation in the past 10 years is clear
if you look at our rolling five-year average: We
have gone from five startups a year in 2009 to
about 10 in 2014, and over a dozen in 2019. 
We also have seen that the overall quality of
the startup companies across our campuses
significantly improved once these incubators
and centers were established at Cornell – when 
they come to us ready for licenses now, they
are much more mature and better positioned in
terms of team formation, market and product
plans, and fundraising. Training programs,
such as the Commercialization Fellows 
program in Cornell Engineering and the
National Science Foundation’s I-Corp program,
also helped the inventors at the early stage. 
Tico Biosciences and OwiC Technologies are
the newest companies that have been admitted
into the McGovern and Praxis incubators,
respectively. Both have had a very strong
start in product development, with seed and
government funding in place within a few
months of creating the business. We also have
seen great success with companies at later
stages in the incubators, such as Ava Labs and
Zymtronix. 
All this support has provided the companies
better chances to succeed. That can be partially
measured by how much money they’ve been
able to raise. Last year, Cornell technology
startups raised more than $290 million for
company growth and product development. 
What else is CTL doing to harness this increase 
in the demand for licensing Cornell technology 
for startups? 
Li: A couple of years ago, we launched our
FastTrack Startup License as an experimental
program, which is focused mainly on
technologies in the physical and engineering
sciences and is meant to streamline the path
from lab to startups for those technologies. 
It’s part of a more comprehensive approach
to make the licensing process more
transparent and offer the entrepreneurs a
straightforward path to use the technology
in commercial settings. Our licensing and
business development officers and the 

company founders can now focus on business
development rather than what, in the past,
might have been spending a lot of time on legal
documents. 
Another area we want to grow is the gap
funding to translate technologies to reach
the next inflection points for new ventures,
licensing or business collaboration. We have
the Cornell Technology Acceleration and
Maturation Fund for the Ithaca and Cornell 
Tech campuses, and we are constantly engaging
strategic partners and individuals to expand
its capabilities. At Weill Cornell Medicine,
the Daedalus Fund for Innovation serves this 
purpose. 
It’s an exciting time to be at Cornell to move
innovations from lab to market and create new 
ventures to benefit society in a changing world. 

Above: Alice Li, executive 
director of Cornell's Center 
for Technology Licensing, 
with Emmanuel Giannelis, 
Cornell’s vice provost for 
research and vice president 
for technology transfer, 
intellectual property and 
research policy. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

GIFTS IN ACTION
 

More access to Cornell Outdoor Education
 
With a steady 6,000+ participants each year, few other university 
programs touch as many students as Cornell Outdoor Education 
(COE). Founded in 1972, COE has recorded more than 200,000 
enrollments over nearly five decades. 

COE offers over 130 separate courses taught by 200 student 
instructors and 11 full-time staff members, and includes physical 
facilities like the Hoffman Challenge Course and the Lindseth 
Climbing Wall. Courses like rock climbing, backpacking, hiking 
and tree climbing are just a few of the unique offerings that 
students clamor to take advantage of, in addition to COE’s 
popular pre-orientation program for new and transfer students. 
COE also teaches crucial leadership, teamwork and interpersonal 
skills. 

Not all Cornell students, however, have been able to take a COE 
course. Most courses come with a fee, which can be a barrier for 
many. These fees range from around $100 to upward of a few 
thousand dollars for expeditions around the world, like a trip to 
the redwoods in California or a mountaineering trek to Nepal. 

“Only about 4% of [COE’s] budget comes from the university,” 
says Mark Holton, co-director of Cornell Outdoor Education, 
Outdoor Programs, and Risk Management. “The rest are gifts 
from our supporters, either through endowments or yearly gifts, 
or through fees from student programs.” 

Jay and Julie Carter, both Cornell Class of 1971, wanted to 
help. As former board members for COE, they understood 
the challenge. With a $100,000 endowment gift, the Carters 
established the David Moriah Endowment, named for their 
friend and founder of COE David Moriah ’72, with the goal of 
eliminating the access barrier. 

Jay says he was thrilled to be able to give the initial payment 
through a required minimum distribution from an IRA. This 
strategy allowed the Carters to make a large contribution to 
the endowment up front, which meant that students began 
benefiting quickly, without waiting several years for the 
endowment to begin paying out. 

Right: Students participate 
in a ropes course challenge. 
Below: Law School 
students participate in 
team-building exercises 
at the Hoffman Challenge 
Course. 

“When you hear [student] stories as to what COE has done 
to literally change their lives,” says Jay, “it blows you away.” 
“You want to make sure that anybody who wants to have that 
experience can,” Julie adds. 

“Ours is just the starter gift,” says Jay. “It’s a seed.” Julie agrees, 
stating that she hopes other alumni will support this fund and 
others in COE. 
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“When you hear [student] stories as to 

what COE has done to literally change their lives, 


it blows you away.”
 
– Jay Carter ’71 
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C L A S S  N O T E S 
  
N E W S  O F  F E L L O W  C O R N E L L I A N S  

41 We received this short note from Calvin Nes
bitt ’54: “I wanted to let you know that my 

brother-in-law Robert Nice celebrated his 100th birth
day on August 7, 2019 in Winter Garden, FL.” How did 
others of you celebrate your birthday? Let us know. ❖ 
Class of 1941, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East 
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

44 At 98 years old, Durland Weale, MS ’53, is 
enjoying his lawn, gudhal and vegetable gar

dens, and neighborhood in Addison, NY, where he lives 
with his daughter. Though he wishes he could be “living 
life as a 70-year-old,” he says that his 1926 Model T Ford, 
friends, and family (including a son, granddaughter, and 
grandson in Princeton, NJ) bring him great satisfaction 
these days. Durland fondly recalls graduation in 1944 
in Bailey Hall—and an Ag college celebration with a 1915 
Ford and Dick Church. 

Please take a moment to let us know how you are 
doing. ❖ Class of 1944, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, 
abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

46 We saw it before us. It gave us a thrill, / 
Cornellians re-uning once more on the Hill; / 

the beer flowing freely from many a keg. / Doctor Fauci 
and colleagues have conquered the plague! 

Let’s pray that our class will be able to join in singing 
paeans to Cornell’s Dr. Anthony Fauci, MD ’66, in the 
above, new “Song of the Classes” alumni verse on Cor
nelliana Night 2021. 

The first response to Dottie Taylor Prey’s and my May 
2020 call for help came from Steven Marder (Tucson, 
AZ). He offered help if there are enough classmates to 
attend Reunion and would consider attending Reunion 
if he’s in good health. As soon as we get statistics on our 
classmates from the university, I’ll pass them along to 
Steve and publish them in a future edition of this column. 
Philip Gisser (New York, NY; PGisser@gmail.com)phoned 
in yesterday from his hideout from the virus in Lawrence, 
PA, where he can be reached at his New York phone and 
e-mail. He volunteered to recruit classmates for Reunion 
and will attend, hopefully, with the same grandson who 
accompanied him to our 70th. 

I spoke by phone with Melvin Popper (Woodbury, NY). 
Mel’s loyalty to Cornell is attested to by two of his three 
offspring’s attendance there.Also,he talked his best Army 
buddy, Leon Winters ’50, into transferring to Cornell 
after their release by the Army. Mel and I also discovered 
we might have been intramural softball opponents—he 
as Tep’s shortstop, and I at third base or catcher for Pilam. 
Unfortunately, his diminished vision precludes his attend
ing Reunion either in Ithaca or remotely. 

I took in four sessions of the 2020 remote Reunion via 
Zoom and will report on some of its highlights in the next 
issue. Remember, “Thrive for 75; make history on the Hill 
in 2021.” Stay tuned to this column for Reunion news. 
Exercise moderately and, above all, avoid falls. Virus per
mitting, see you on the Hill in June 2021.To list your e-mail 

address in your submissions, e-mail me at the below 
e-address. Include your name, city, and state. ❖ Paul 
Levine, 3273 Streamside Cir., #S-202, Pleasanton, CA 
94588; tel., (925) 201-7575; e-mail, pblevine93@gmail. 
com. Class website, www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu. 

This column is being written in the middle of June, 
just a week following the 2020 Reunion. It was a virtual 
Reunion. By now, most people know what this entails. 
This was never done before—completely untried. I thought 
it to be a rousing success, and it proved again that when 
Cornellians set out to be innovative with great positive 
motivation, they succeed. Perhaps this will be the mod
el for our future Reunions? That, of course, is a tale yet 
to be told. 

The response to the letter Paul Levine and I sent to 
all ’46ers has not been overwhelming! In fact, I have 
received one response to-date. Joyce Manley Forney 
said that with the help of her daughter she was hoping 
to attend Reunion and would gladly also join as a Reunion 
committee member. Thank you, Joyce! It would make 
me so happy to hear from more women! Yea or nay. You 
are out there, I know! ❖ Dorothy Taylor Prey, 1 Baldwin 
Ave., #501, San Mateo, CA, 94401; tel., (650) 342-1196; 
e-mail, dmprey@aol.com. Class website, www.classof46. 
alumni.cornell.edu. 

47 Joan Dall Patton writes, “Like everyone else, 
I am ‘sheltering in place.’ I currently live in Chico, 

CA, which is a university town about 100 miles north of 
Sacramento. When my husband, Edward (better known 
as Pat), died I moved here from Sonoma, CA. Our son is 
a professor at California State U., Chico and lives here 
with his wife and daughter, my only grandchild. I am living 
in a really nice ‘active adult community’ and am back 
living in an apartment overlooking an attractive courtyard. 
I still drive and play golf. I just started taking line danc
ing, which is great fun and good exercise. I still keep in 
touch with Peggy Tallman Peirce ’46, who I have known 
since we were in the third grade.” 

We hope this column finds you safe and healthy. 
Please take a moment to let us all know how you are 
doing. ❖ Class of 1947, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, 
abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

48 Good going, classmates! At our advanced ages, 
we are all voluntarily cooped up by COVID-19 

and obviously you must have used some of the time to 
fill out and submit the Class of 1948 Share Your News 
forms and send them in. I haven’t seen this many at once 
in quite a while; thank you all! 

I begin with Madeleine Miller Bennett, who is living 
in an apartment in the New York City hot spot. She’s very 
content to stay put until the coast is clearer. At 94, she 
is the age of most of the women in our class and sev
eral years younger than most of us men who took some 
years out for WWII (your correspondent is 97). Her family 
life is somewhat unusual, with her granddaughter and 
great-grandson living in Vietnam. “They are going through 
the same horrible circumstances,” but at least are able 

to communicate with her online “face-to-face.” For her
self, she wishes she could be doing her normal routine 
of museums, opera, ballet, gardening at her house in 
Southampton, luncheon with the ladies, etc., etc. And 
still she feels much satisfaction that her limited lifestyle 
has rewarded her by not contracting COVID-19. 

Going halfway across the country, we come to Mar
garet Smith Brown in Lincoln, NE, where COVID-19 is 
as well. Voluntarily confined to her home, she does a lot 
of reading and exercising to maintain physical health. Her 
family is spread out, with one grandson in Minneapolis 
and a granddaughter just moving to Boston into the top 
floor of a six-story apartment building. For herself, tak
ing the Sunday New York Times stimulates her memory 
of the wonderful places she and husband, Al, PhD ’51, 
traveled to. 

Back to upper New York State, Ithaca, Cornell, and 
class president Martha Clark Mapes, we can learn a bit 
about what is going on where we spent some wonderful 
years. She reports that where we used to think of down
town Ithaca having Rothschilds (for me it was Brooks 
Brothers and Zinck’s), now there are high-rise hotels and 
apartments and new restaurants. Up on the Hill, new 
dormitories are going up as construction workers abound. 
All that’s missing are the students as classes went online 
as of March 12. Finally, Martha reports that our $5,000 
gift to AguaClara (from the Class of 1948 matriculation 
fund of $32,185 collected back in the ’40s and released 
this year) has been thankfully received and put to work. 
Martha shares this message from AguaClara’s advisor, 
Monroe WeberShirk, PhD ’92, who said, “I want to 
thank you for the generous gift from the Class of 1948. 
Your kindness is felt by the whole team. The support of 
alumni and the energy of my amazing students combine 
to dramatically change lives. Communities in Central 
America are getting safe water on tap for the very first 
time and Cornell students are experiencing the rewards 
of meaningful work as part of an engaged community.” 
Martha also wanted to share a message from the 
AguaClara students who recently wrote to the Class of 
1948: “Overall, AguaClara cannot thank you enough for 
your support. We hope you have been staying happy, 
healthy, and safe, and we cannot wait to jump back into 
our meaningful work next semester.” 

Did you know that Cornell had a virtual Reunion in 
June? If you would like to learn about the first virtual Re
union, visit the following website: live.alumni.cornell. 
edu/reunion. 

Moving on, Thomas Baker reports from Knoxville, 
TN, that he has moved into an assisted-living complex 
to enjoy a “no work” life, except for opening political and 
request-for-donation mail. (I can say “ditto” to that.) Way 
out in Post Falls, ID, James Howell reports trying to keep 
well enough to function, one of those functions being 
learning to run a new Apple laptop. He is walking with 
a cane and doesn’t trust his balance so can’t satisfy his 
desire for traveling; instead he spends time reading de
tective mysteries and theology. A recent non-COVID 
setback has been a windstorm blowing down the trees 
he planted 40 years ago, and he must keep looking at 
them since he doesn’t have the funds to remove them. 
Looking back to his college dining experiences, much 

http://alumni
mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
http:alumni.cornell.edu
www.classof46
mailto:dmprey@aol.com
http:www.classof46.alumni.cornell.edu
http://alumni
mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell
http:cornell.edu
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of it was in the V-12 mess hall, where he worked and 
ate free, but the Home Economics cafeteria was some
thing he remembers enjoying as well. Moving more to 
the South, Murray Heimberg, MNS ’49, reports from 
Memphis, TN, that he is fortunate to still participate in 
clinical teaching at the U. of Tennessee Medical Center. 
He finds it hard to believe but is happy and fortunate to 
have children who have reached the age of 70. For him
self, he is happy to be alive and reasonably healthy at 
age 95. He would like to go on a world cruise, but not in 
those huge ships (with or without COVID-19). Let me sign 
off for now, but keep the mail coming in. ❖ Ray Tuttle, 
65 Oyster Reef Dr., Hilton Head Island, SC 29926; e-mail, 
RayTutt@aol.com.Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

49 Is this year—when radical movements move 
to center stage in American politics—to be so 

reminiscent of the ’60s? Beth Saulnier’s article“Complex 
Character” in the May/June issue of the Alumni News 
brought back a sense of this period. Surprisingly, there 
seems to be much more acceptance of radical ideas in 
certain areas of society today than there was in the ’60s. 
The shutting down of much of public life, commerce, and 
society due to the coronavirus has had its regrettable 
impact as well. 

No one in our class is old enough to remember the 
Spanish flu of 1918 so, unfortunately, we have no per
sonal impressions of what effect it had on society. Today, 
television brings events into our homes vividly—chosen 
and edited, as are the newspapers, according to the 
policies of each, so we have to “compare with care.” 

We have had sad news of the passing of Roger Thayer, 
ME ’52, on December 12, 2019 and of Arthur Lowenthal 
on June 18, 2020. Classmates, please keep in touch with 
this column. Especially these days, we welcome your 
opinions, which we would enjoy including in this column 
and sharing with each of you. ❖ Dorothy “Dee” Mul
hoffer Solow, 50 Grant St., Wellsboro, PA 16901; tel., 
(315) 717-6003; e-mail, winspeck@yahoo.com. 

50 Jack Richard, MD ’53, reports, “As an ad
vanced senior, 91 in May, I am sticking pretty 

close to home. Doing much reading, particularly great 
novels of the past, greatly enjoying something I never 
would have gotten around to under normal circum
stances.” David Inkeles (Palm Springs, CA) has been 
living in California for over 30 years with wife Eve. At age 
92, he fully enjoys the desert life. He planned to attend 
this year’s class Reunion, but, as he said, the “corny virus 
got in the way.” He invites anyone passing through Palm 
Springs on I-80 to give him a call at (760) 360-9098; 
he’d love to share fond memories of the Class of 1950. 
Charles Taft (Statesville, NC) enjoys church activities, 
Bible study, and learning what the Hubble Telescope is 
revealing about the heavens. 

Jean King Krag (Thousand Oaks, CA) enjoys reading, 
exercising, and walking, and the most satisfying part of 
her life these days is her ongoing relationships with 
friends and family. Jean recalls the Jolly Roger and 
Zinck’s as her favorite off-campus eating experiences. 
Henry Erle, MD ’54 (New York, NY) sent a nice hand
written note. “I’m sitting next to the NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital and looking down the East River on a beautiful 
spring day, thinking of our rich past and our unknown 
future. From November 1929, with a population filled 
with festering resentments, to epidemics of tuberculosis 
and polio, the Depression, and WWII, we have witnessed 
much that has been frightening and humbling. I’m missing 

Joan Greenblatt Erle, MD, who died six years ago of 
Parkinson’s. I’m hopeful we can conduct our adventure 
with comfort, dignity, and optimism.” 

Hazel Hallock Herr (Walnut Creek, CA) misses her 
gardens but stays informed on politics and other current 
events and is busy sorting through collections of old 
letters and other stuff. Her five retired kids are scattered 
around the country. Her husband, Joseph, and brother 
Donald Hallock ’52, BME ’53, are both Cornellians. Rita 
Kennedy Tompkins (Belmont, NY) reports that her large 
family is the major part of her current life—eight children 
and spouses, 22 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, 
one great-great-grandchild, and one great-great-great 
grandchild. But Rita finds time away from family activities 
for church altar society and a senior citizen group that 
has traveled to Cancun, Europe, and Ireland, and around 
the US. In the years since graduation, she has enjoyed 
dining at Willard Straight, where she waited tables all 
four years on the Hill. 

Manley Thaler, LLB ’53, is one of our three class 
vice presidents. With wife Dodie (Karch) ’54, he spends 
summers in Ithaca and winters, as he says, “in tax-free 
Florida.” He maintains a law practice in both, concen
trating on helping clients with financial planning and 
estate documents. In West Palm Beach, FL, Manley is 
on the board of the Palm Beach Symphony and Dreyfoos 
School of the Arts. In Ithaca he built Cayuga View Apart
ments for those who wish to return to the Hill for retire
ment. Barbara Britton Sedwick (Knightdale, NC) stays 
active managing rental properties, dealing in antiques and 
collectibles, and managing her horse farm near Raleigh. 
In spite of failing eyesight, she enjoys entertaining and 
social times with friends. Barbara started college at the 
U. of Virginia but was elated to transfer to Cornell, which 
she describes as the happiest time in her life. After 
Cornell, she went on scholarship to Vassar for an MS in 
ecology. A Fulbright fellowship followed to teach biology 
at the U. of the Philippines. She later taught math and 
science at the Bishop School in La Jolla, CA. Barbara 
currently wishes “that with my little family I could be 
touring Yellowstone and spotting whales in Maine and 
Mexico.” Her favorite dining experience at Cornell? “That 
excellent restaurant on one of the Finger Lakes that served 
lobster Newberg.” 

I report on a story from the May 18 issue of UChicago 
News about Nancy Hubbard Brandt, who passed away 
last December. With husband Jim, Nancy was our class 
co-president. In her senior year she had an open sched
ule slot and a friend suggested a Russian literature 
course by Prof. Vladimir Nabokov, distinguished Russian-
American novelist. Nancy was not particularly impressed 
by him, but the class somehow generated a love of liter
ature that stayed with her. And in her 70s she joined a 
special class for older adults in the Graham School of 
Liberal and Professional Studies at the U. of Chicago. 
The class was a four-year non-credit program based on 
reading and discussing the Great Books. 

Nancy and her classmates continued well past the 
four years, and she spent 14 years in the program! She 
was the lead organizer for the Thursday-morning class, 
and the Graham School staff referred to the class as 
“Nancy’s Group.” The report noted that she was sorely 
missed by her classmates, who recalled her dedication 
and enthusiasm. “Nancy was the glue,” said retired attor
ney Walt Kurczweski, 77, one of the group’s original 
members. “She was so focused, a role model for her 
classmates.” Said instructor Katia Mitova, “She was the 
ideal student.” In addition to her intellectual pursuits, 
and world travel associated with her extensive reading, 

Nancy was active in politics, her church in Lincoln Park, 
and the Chicago League of Women Voters, using all 
three as vehicles to enable the education of others. One 
fine Cornellian role model. ❖ Paul Joslin, 13731 Hick
man Rd., #4207, Urbandale, IA 50323; tel., (515) 278
0960; e-mail, phjoslin@aol.com. 

51 Robert “Rip” Haley wrote me from Ithaca: 
“Thanks for your nice note of several weeks 

ago. I have waited to respond because I knew some bad 
news was coming. Billy Kay died yesterday (April 12). He 
died of the virus, which he contracted while on a skiing 
trip to Switzerland! Yes, you read that correctly. He was 
skiing in Europe. And this trip had closely followed a 
skiing trip to Colorado. Not so bad for a 93-year-old! 

“Billy founded one of our newer freshman dorms and 
it is named for him. Another of his many gifts to our 
university funded a laboratory on the Engineering cam
pus, which he named for me. And several other of his 
gifts funded facilities named for classmate Jim Stocker 
and a ’51 friend from Philadelphia who died and whose 
name eludes me (not an unusual occurrence these days). 
Billy was one of a kind. He and I became close friends 
when I was working at Cornell, and I also became close 
to his son, Bill Kay III ’74, who was a student at that 
time. We played many rounds of golf together and I always 
liked to remind him that I paid for at least half of Bill III’s 
tuition with the money he won from me on the Cornell 
and country club golf courses. 

“I can also relay some other sad news of friends and 
classmates of ours. Jeff Fleischmann, MEd ’55, the 
all-American running back at our university, died several 
weeks ago. And Charlie Moore of the 1952 Olympic 
Games is currently in hospice care. I’ll try to keep you 
posted on this situation. Just to make you homesick, 
we’re having a nice April snow here in Ithaca.” 

Robert Williams, PhD ’62 (Goose Creek, SC) writes 
that life has changed recently: “No eating out other than 
fast foods, no going to parties, no going to the gym, no 
going to church or enjoying lectures. Life is dull with only 
TV, which is terrible. Still do a bit of investing and keep
ing up with the world. Everyone is adjusting to the new 
normal. I miss visiting friends and seeing new places. 
Waking up each morning and having a good breakfast 
with coffee is satisfying.” ❖ Brad Bond, 101 Hillside 
Way, Marietta, OH 45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; e-mail, 
bbond101@suddenlink.net. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

52 I expected to have nothing for you—a blank 
page—but thanks to some of you, that isn’t the 

case. A word of explanation: Although you will read this 
in September, the items from Joan, Irwin, George, and 
Stephen were written in March for my June 15 deadline. 

Carolyn Heyl Innes was the first I heard from: “With 
two years to go, your Reunion chairmen (thomaswcashel 
@gmail.com and cappyinnes@gmail.com) are gearing up. 
All ’52ers are urged to participate with suggestions to 
enhance our big 70th on June 9-12, 2022. We will head
quarter at the Statler, and transportation will be available 
to various campus locations and planned events. Please 
mark your calendar. Do not fail to come!We, the Class of 
’52, plan to break the all-time attendance record. Actual 
registration will begin in spring 2022. Plan now and CU 
in ’22!” 

Joan Aten Beach (joanabeach@gmail.com; Delta 
Gamma) was the next to be heard from: “I have time to 
do this, as I live in a ‘red state.’ Shelter in place is still 
going on. My Cornell husband, Stafford “Sandy” ’51 

mailto:joanabeach@gmail.com
mailto:cappyinnes@gmail.com
http:gmail.com
mailto:bbond101@suddenlink.net
mailto:phjoslin@aol.com
mailto:winspeck@yahoo.com
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(Sigma Nu), died of kidney failure five years ago. It was 
his choice: ‘This isn’t fun anymore.’ Fortunately, our Cornell 
son, Jeff Beach ’76, was home from the Peace Corps 
and seven years teaching at Rajabat U.,Thailand, and has 
stayed with me, so I am not sheltering alone.I had thought 
I would sell this wonderful house at this time and move 
to a community near our other son, Reg. However, with 
the virus, that plan is out. Reg is still working as an ocean
ographer, only now he works for the Navy in D.C. Our 
daughter, Diana, lives in Seattle. She is a nurse, as is her 
husband, in that very dangerous state. Her husband still 
works, all suited up, right where the virus started. I have 
a wonderful daughter-in-law who does her psychology 
practice via Zoom, and on my birthday all ‘children’ and 
grandchildren called me and we all talked. What a treat. 
I look the same, but beneath my mask and under my hair 
dye there are a few more wrinkles. Can’t fix everything!” 

Next, from Irwin Sitkin (isitkin0402@gmail.com): 
“Helen andI have been hunkered down in our winter home, 
an apartment on the 16th floor of a 40-story tower (eight 
apartments to a floor) in Aventura, FL (between Miami 
and Ft. Lauderdale), managing to keep busy with the 
Internet, TV, telephone, and reading, reading, reading 
since the beginning of March. We have ventured out with 
masks and gloves to grocery markets and pharmacy 
about every two weeks; we’re getting great mileage on 
our car—haven’t filled up since the end of February. Of 
course, we miss being able to take advantage of great 
weather and all the recreational facilities we usually 
exploit (concerts, theater, movies, golf, the pool, dining 
out, etc.), but the net bottom line (especially at our age) 
is that we are doing better than good and hope y’all are 
too.We normally start the drive north to our vacation home 
in Cape Cod mid-May to reach Chatham around Memorial 
Day. This year, we’ll wait for the all clear before deciding 
to fly or drive, wary of facilities along the way. Regards.” 

Then George Kennedy, MBA ’56 (gmk31@cox.net) 
answered the online form’s question, “Anything else you 
would like to be doing?” “Gayle (Raymond) and I hiked 
the Inca Trail in 1981. One of the Smithsonian museums 
has an exhibit of the Inca Trail. I had planned to visit that 
museum in April, but with the current travel restrictions, 
that trip has been canceled. Closing in on age 90, all trips 
become iffy.” Stephen Tauber e-mailed: “Massachusetts 
has been very hard hit by COVID-19, but so far no one in 
my circle of acquaintances has been diagnosed with the 
disease, nor has anyone mentioned such for two degrees 
of separation. My daughter does the shopping, and she 
must stand long in line each time at the grocery store. 
My son-in-law is New England fleet manager for his com
pany; all managers took a pay cut, but there have been 
layoffs and furloughs of hourly workers. My (younger) 
grandson does school assignments over the Internet, and 
during the shutdown of his school he now works 40 hours 
per week as an apprentice electrician. My daughter-
in-law in Washington bought us—in a hardware store— 
industrial-type masks specified to be good down to 0.1 
micron. My hair is much longer than usual, but not yet 
at the stage to allow a Revolutionary-era style queue. 
Keep well.” 

An e-mail call for help came from Dorothy Rosen
berger Jensen (Chalfont, PA), a fellow graduate of 
Tottenville High School. She called it a “spookie voice 
from the past.” As Dottie had not received anything in 
the mail, she had been trying to send her dues and news 
online. She said, “Hope you’re in good age-appropriate 
health and are in a safe, protected environment during 
the pandemic. I’m alone now, since Howie ’51 passed 
away Easter Sunday, so am able to keep at a social 

distance most of the time.” Her husband died on Easter? 
I sent a note and learned in reply: “Thank you for your 
condolences. At 92, Howie just wore out, internally and 
externally—out-lived his warranty, you might say. Sadly, 
after 65 years of marriage, we weren’t able to be to
gether those last four to five weeks because of the 
pandemic visitation shutdown of care facilities.” 

Then, I received a wonderful gift from the late Mary 
Shear Brennan. Her husband, John, DVM ’52, had 
asked for my address as he had something that might 
be of interest. What arrived were a couple of notes from 

John and newsletters from Cornell dated January 1955 
and January 1967. Apparently early on, the Class of ’52 
had a men’s class and a women’s class. The newsletters 
were responses to pre-Reunion forms compiled by Judy 
Engle Siegel in 1955 and Jean Sprott Zak in 1967. “Of 
interest?” They are fascinating. There we are, younger, 
listed by our maiden names. In 1955 almost everyone 
was married, welcoming a husband home from service, 
and having a first or second child. In 1967, all but two 
respondents are married, everyone’s husband has a 
good job, and the children were growing. A very small 
number were going back to school or starting paid work. 
The newsletters, whichI don’t remember, are a good read, 
bringing back many familiar but long-gone names and 
faces. I plan to send them on to Bibi Antrim Hartshorn 
for the archives. John noted that he and Mary had been 
married 64 years when she died in 2017. They lived in 
a couple of places before ending up in Guilderland, NY. 
“We loved each other, loved our family, and always loved 
Cornell (where we met).” John said the pandemic gave 
him time to sort through Mary’s things. As they saved 
everything, more treasures may surface. 

Finally, a correction: Herbert Dienstag’s e-mail ad
dress is herbdien@verizon.net. My thanks to every one 
of you. ❖ Joan Boffa Gaul, joangaul@mac.com. Class 
website, classof52alumni.cornell.edu. 

‘We loved each other, loved our 
family, and always loved Cornell 
(where we met).’ 

J O H N  B R E N N A N ,  D V M  ’ 5 2  

53 Jack Brophy (johnbrophy@aol.com), who is 
currently recovering from a mild stroke, shared 

a story from undergrad days. “Two Sigma Phi brothers in 
the NROTC, one whose father was an Admiral, designed 
a submarine to enter the annual Beebe Lake boat race. 
The hull was a fuel oil tank with a garbage can conning 
tower and handles welded to the outer surface. The morn
ing of the race, we dragged the heavy sub from its trailer 
around 50 feet into the lake, with the 25-manpower 
launch crew up to their knees in water. Then the journey 
ended. No one had taken a sounding of the lake. The 
sub was aground in two feet of water, as the lifting crew 
abandoned ship and left the huge steel blob for others 
to worry about, a mile short of the finish line.” 

Genie Mandelbaum Deutsch (genie.stan@gmail. 
com) moved into Newcastle Place, Mequon, WI, in 2019, 
a year after her husband, Stan, died. “It was a good deci
sion to move here,” she affirms, citing the caring staff and 
excellent food. “My children are geographically scattered 

in Washington, New Jersey, and Israel, and I have 18 
grandchildren and at least 28 great-grandchildren, 
mostly in Israel.” From their home in South Burlington,VT, 
Irv and Sheila Lefcourt Goldman (irvsheilgold@com 
cast.net) send news of their son, Glenn, and daughter, 
Alix, both of whom are doctors living in Maryland. Their 
five grandchildren are pursuing various careers, with one 
working as a chef at Disney in Orlando. “Although I loved 
biking and went hiking in the White Mountains up until a 
few years ago, I’m now focusing on other hobbies, includ
ing photography and poetry,” notes Irv. “I’m a big reader,” 

says Sheila, “and into my 80s spent time kayaking and 
sailing.” She stays in touch with ’53 classmates Helen 
Ries Weltman, who also lives in Burlington, and Ann 
“Nikki” Schwartz Kirsch in Westhampton Beach, NY. 

Irene Selmer Griffith (griffith3@mindspring.com) 
and husband Owen ’50, PhD ’58, still live in their home 
in Torrance, CA, and find plenty to fill the days. “I read 
three papers daily as well as several science magazines 
and keep up with current social work, which was my 
master’s degree program at Long Beach State U. in 
1996,” Irene writes. “Owen gets along well in his wheel
chair and is trying to retire. Although we no longer travel, 
we try to stay in touch with friends such as Margery 
Schmidt Van Court (mvanc94309@aol.com), who was 
in our wedding party and continues to live in the family 
home in Madison, NJ.” They also keep up with their 
growing family, which includes 16 grandchildren and six 
great-grands. 

“Jane and I are sheltering in place here on Whidbey 
Island, WA, and are thankful not to have any health is
sues,” writes Richard Hayes (richard.hayes32@gmail. 
com). “Our daughter and her family, who live less than 
two hours away (depending on the ferry), come to see 
us every two weeks.” Like many of us, Richard recently 
celebrated his 88th birthday. Roz Miserentino Kerr 
writes from Farmington, ME, that she and Harry ’50, BA 
’52, PhD ’62, have definitely been slowed down by the 
restrictions imposed by COVID-19. She recalled the 
hectic week just before she and Harry were married: 
“We had to rush to get our wedding license the Thursday 
before graduation. Although Harry was drafted in January 
of ’53, he was able to get leave from Fort Dix and come 
to Ithaca for our wedding in Newman Chapel on June 10, 
1953.” Happy 67th anniversary! 

Peg Goetke Larsen (peggoetke@msn.com) says her 
time “under house arrest” has challenged her brain less 
but left her feeling safer. “I keep up with the world by 
reading the Economist, the New York Review of Books, 
and Foreign Affairs, and by staying in touch with my 
cousin and her family who are also Cornellians.” Bertram 
Pitt (bpitt@umich.edu) and wife Elaine enjoyed a recent 
virtual cocktail visit from their home in Ann Arbor, MI, 
to the NYC home of ’53 friend David Gluck, MD ’57, and 
his wife. “I believe that even after the pandemic ends, we 
will continue taking advantage of this technology to 
maintain closer contact with our classmates from distant 

mailto:bpitt@umich.edu
mailto:peggoetke@msn.com
mailto:richard.hayes32@gmail
mailto:mvanc94309@aol.com
mailto:griffith3@mindspring.com
mailto:genie.stan@gmail
mailto:johnbrophy@aol.com
http:classof52alumni.cornell.edu
mailto:joangaul@mac.com
mailto:herbdien@verizon.net
http:cast.net
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mailto:isitkin0402@gmail.com


70 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  

Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   70Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   70 8/12/20   4:01 PM8/12/20   4:01 PM

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

         
 

  
          

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

          
   

           

 
  

  
 
 

  
    

 
 

 
      

 
 

  
          

  
 
 
 

         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
       

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

               

locations,” observes Bert. A retired emeritus professor 
of medicine, he continues to be active in clinical research 
relating to heart failure and hypertension. “Over the last 
month I have been trying to initiate clinical trials—for 
which we are seeking funding—that evaluate strategies 
to reduce the chance of COVID-19 infection and the con
sequences if infected. This project has kept me involved 
with several colleagues in the US, Sweden, France, and 
China, which is stimulating.” He enjoys playing chess 
online with his grandson and exploring the many hiking 
trails and parks near Ann Arbor. 

Joyce Wisbaum Underberg (joyceu@frontiernet.net) 
writes with her usual wit that her “four ‘exhibits’ (children) 
are all fine—but pretty soon they’ll be older than me!” 
After nearly 25 years on ski patrol, she has finally “hung 
them up” and now escapes Rochester’s winter weather 
and heads to Longboat Key, FL, where she can get in 
more golf. “I’ve played golf almost forever—George Hall 
got me started—but my handicap keeps going up!” She 
serves on a number of community boards that keep her 
“on my toes and in the loop,” she says. “I like the vibe.” 
Joyce has signed on as Class of ’53 secretary and re
newed her participation in the ’53 class council. Glad to 
have you back, Joyce! Your correspondents: ❖ Caroline 
Mulford Owens, 53news.cornell@gmail.com; Jack 
Allen, jwallen@msu.edu. 

‘Cornell launched me in my career 
of developing programs for young 
children.’ 

A L I C E  Z U F A L L  F E L L E N Z E R  ’ 5 5  

54 We’re pleased to hear from Jane Barber Wood 
Smith. She married two ministers: Fred Wood 

’54, who died in 1970, and Duane Smith, who died in 
2008. Fred was the chaplain at Vassar and Jane has lived 
in Poughkeepsie ever since his death. Jane and Fred had 
three daughters, as did Duane, and one can only imagine 
that busy household when the girls were young! Three of 
her daughters have Cornell connections: Barbara Wood 
’82 teaches high school math; Jean Smith Cunningham 
’85 studied history; and Elizabeth Wood has worked at 
Weill Cornell Medicine in NYC since graduating from 
Hunter College. Jane worked as a reading and first grade 
teacher in Dutchess County for 30 years and earned two 
master’s degrees along the way, in special education and 
in educational leadership. She retired in 1997 and re
cently moved from her city condo to an apartment on 
the banks of the Hudson River. 

Most of us are in retirement, but the next three class
mates are still active in their careers. The May/June 
issue of CAM had a “Give My Regards To . . .” piece about 
classmate Peter Eisenman, BArch ’55 (p.eisenman@ 
eisenmanarchitects.com) winning the gold medal for archi
tecture from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, 
its highest honor. This was a very big deal for Peter since 
the architecture award comes up in the category rotation 
only every six years and is voted upon by his peers in the 
profession. It is awarded based on the winner’s lifetime 
achievements. Peter’s firm, Eisenman Architects, has 
designed many memorable buildings around the world. 
Three of the most iconic are: the Wexner Center for the 
Visual Arts in Columbus, OH; the Holocaust Memorial in 

Berlin; and the Arizona Cardinals NFL Stadium in Glendale, 
AZ. Peter spends Monday through Thursday in his Man
hattan office and Fridays teaching as a full professor at 
the Yale Graduate School of Architecture. He does all 
this with the same enthusiastic energy he displayed in 
his cheerleading days at Cornell. Peter and his wife, 
Cynthia Davidson, live in Midtown Manhattan and spend 
weekends in Branford, CT. 

Donald Miller writes that he is still working eight to 
ten hours per day as chairman of Axiom Investors in 
Greenwich, CT, and loving every bit of it. After gradua

tion, Don served his time in the military and then earned 
his MBA from the Harvard Business School. His first 
financial services job was with Chase Bank, followed by 
a number of investment banking postings with ever in
creasing responsibilities. Among them were GH Walker, 
White Weld, and Blythe Eastman Dillon. In 1998 Don 
formed Axiom Investors and in 22 years built it from 
scratch to a 52-employee firm managing $14 billion in 
assets for institutions and high-net-worth individuals. 
Don and his wife, Muffy, reside part time in both Palm 
Beach, FL, and Greenwich. 

Allan Griff (algriff@griffex.com) of El Cerrito, CA, left 
Ithaca in 1955 with a bachelor’s in Chemical Engineering 
and joined Union Carbide’s plastics division, where he 
worked for six years. He has been an independent consult
ant to institutions in the international plastics industry 
ever since. He is a noted pro-plastics defender and argues 
forcefully that plastics are not toxic but safely useful in 
many applications. Also, Allan is a troubadour at heart 
with a lifelong love of music. “I did a lot of singing at 
Cornell: Sage Chapel choir, a cappella chorus, Dramatic 
Club productions, and the Ithaca opera.” In 1998, he 
composed a song, “Leaders of Us All,” set to the tune 
of Irish folk song “Roddy McCorley.” Here’s one verse: 
“Wherever we Cornellians meet / It brings a smile and 
a tear. / We’ve got a bond of friendship / That cannot 
disappear. / We tell of days and nights we shared / 
when we were growing still. / And we feel a little warmer 
when / We think of our days on the Hill.” 

Lastly and sadly, we mourn the passing of our former 
class officer Rosemary Seelbinder Jung on May 19 
this year. Ro was co-chair of our 50th Reunion with Ken 
Hershey in 2004 and also served with Ken as co-
president of our class from 2004 to 2009. Ro was pre
deceased by her husband, Hal ’53, MBA ’55. RIP. ❖ 
Bill Waters, billwaters@optonline.net; Ruth Carpenter 
Bailey, rcbhtb@gmail.com. Class website, classof54. 
alumni.cornell.edu. 

55 Well, we’re all disappointed; we were so look
ing forward to seeing friends again! But that’s 

a done deal, so the next best thing is to catch up with 
classmates this way, by reading about them in our ’55 
column! Thank you to all who have sent in news. I’m going 
to start with Rima Kleiman Sharron from Oceanside, 
CA. She and John can no longer travel due to medical 
issues, but their families come to visit, bringing along 

great-grandsons, one in each family. They especially trea
sure the memories of happy times sailing, scuba diving, 
and snorkeling, from Australia to Ecuador, France, Tahiti, 
and the Caribbean. Rima’s recollections of Ithaca include 
eating at the Dutch Kitchen in the Hotel Ithaca (“best 
apple pie”), Lehigh Valley, Café Normandy, Taughannock 
Farms, and Krebs. “We used to go to Hammondsport and 
visit the Great Western winery for free food and cham
pagne on Friday afternoons—on the fifty-cent tour!” 

Marlene Medjuck Green probably saw Rima at Krebs. 
Marlene recalls, “I’d date anyone who offered to take 
me there!” Until COVID-19 interfered, Marlene was playing 
bridge, doing yoga and dance, going out and watching 
old films, plus going back and forth between Connecticut 
and Florida. “Now it’s watching old DVDs,” she adds. She 
especially enjoyed her 85th birthday, when 32 members 
of her family helped her celebrate in Hawaii. 

Herb Roleke says he’s enjoying retirement in the 
company of his wife, Mary Ann. Here’s a brief synopsis: 
graduated, married, and entered the Army in July 1955. 
“The service was great for two years, and Mary Ann has 
been great for nearly 65 years.” The Rolekes moved from 
Long Island to Florida to be near one of their six children. 
“All going well at 86-plus!” Elly Rohrlich Koeppel has 
fond thoughts about the food truck at Risley, where she 
had her first Canadian bacon sandwich. She left Ithaca 
after two years to return to New York “for romantic rea
sons,” and graduated from Columbia’s School of General 
Studies. “But I loved my two years at Cornell! Did lots 
and lots of traveling when the world was safe—so no 
‘woulda, coulda, shoulda’ regrets.” 

“How wonderful to be in the Cornell Class of 1955. 
Great friends forever!” exults Alice Zufall Fellenzer. 
“Cornell launched me in my career of developing pro
grams for young children.” She founded two nursery 
schools, wrote a grant for the first Head Start in Orange 
County, and then established and directed Kinder College 
Childcare at SUNY Orange County in 1984. “My husband 
and I were always enthusiastic partners in family and 
business adventures.” This summer, Alice was planning 
to work at Legoland in Goshen, NY, with her 16-year-old 
grandson. Like many of us anticipating the chance to 
renew old friendships, Alice had been looking forward 
to our 65th Reunion with her Kappa Delta roommate, 
Barbara O’Connor Kenny. Hope we can all find a way 
to reschedule and recoup our interrupted plans. 

Another fan of Louie’s Lunch truck heard from! Sue 
Hurd Machamer remembered eating a CBLT at about 
midnight during exam week (Canadian bacon, lettuce, 
and tomato, for those not in the know). Great memory! 
Sue and her husband, Jeff, have three daughters and 
three sons-in-law, plus four grandchildren. They all visited 
South Africa together and last year were in London for 
Easter. Sue’s prize-winning business can be found at: 
hurdorchards.com. Peter Eschweiler, MRP ’57, and his 
wife, Pauline “Mickie” (Symonds) ’53, have moved to 
a nearby senior living facility in Briarcliff Manor. After 25 
years as the Westchester commissioner of planning and 
consultant to governments, Pete is now chairman, since 
2002, of the Group, a lecture series for seniors at the 
Mt. Pleasant Public Library. His son, Steve, is in nearby 
Ossining, and daughter Susan ’78 lives with her Cornellian 
family in San Francisco. 

Al Brezinsky and Kay see family regularly, and those 
relationships bring Al the most satisfaction. Instead of 
seeing doctors so much, Al would prefer “more traveling 
again.” Art Burns, BEE ’57, also values time spent with 
family and friends, but what keeps him busy is various 
medical-related issues. What Art wishes he could be 

http:hurdorchards.com
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doing instead is“getting a new body!” You may remember 
reading that Norman Harvey established a Class of 
1955 scholarship for Economics majors in the College 
of Arts & Sciences. He was “delighted to hear from the 
first two recipients.” What a meaningful way to give 
back! Norm was looking forward to our 65th Reunion 
and also three grandchildren’s graduations, all of which 
have possibly been canceled. 

Here’s a note from Joan Sullivan: “I still have my NYC 
coop but may sell soon; it’s getting too difficult to get 
there.” Joan is grateful for “relatively good health and a 
nice home. I feel fortunate.” Elizabeth “BJ” Colton Wislar 
has been “finding new ways to exercise and stay in touch; 
learning to Zoom and doing FaceTime.” She wishes she 
could also be “helping those in dire circumstances and 
aiding those out of work with no income, and all front-line 
responders.”Happy memories include“a Sunday morning 
hot fudge sundae at a long-forgotten little shop, just off 
campus, with an older cousin from out of town.” ❖ Nancy 
Savage Petrie, 19 York Ledge Dr., Cumberland Foreside, 
ME 04110; e-mail, nancysavagepetrie@yahoo.com. 

56 I have news to share from many classmates, 
most of whom wrote in the spring, before the 

coronavirus pandemic changed the world. Teddy Litner 
Weihe (Winter Garden, FL) teaches water aerobics, is 
going to yoga classes, and is“finding the stuff my husband 
has misplaced.” She reports a great 85th birthday bash 
with 20 family members all in one enormous house for 
four days together. Teddy takes great satisfaction in being 
outside—walking the dog, gardening with her daughter, 
and family visits. As for her favorite Cornell dining mem
ories, it’s Louie’s Lunch food truck. Harvey Hammer 
(Morristown, NJ) continues to teach medical students at 
Jefferson U. School of Medicine, is a psychiatric consul
tant to Fairleigh Dickinson U., and is active at Morristown 
Medical Center as senior attending psychiatrist. Harvey 
is most appreciative of his lifelong friends, our Cornell 
classmates Howard Schneider, JD ’59, Burt Siegel, 
and Steve Alexander. Peg Jones Halberstadt (Cincin
nati, OH) is still a docent at the Cincinnati Art Museum. 
Allen Unger is still in active practice of cardiology in 
his NYC neighborhood. 

Neil Beecher (Los Angeles, CA) has been retired 
since November 1990. He is treasurer for the Nestlé 
Carnation Assn. of Retired Employees and is a member 
of the steering committee. What brings Neil the most 
satisfaction in life these days? “Attending events at the 
Los Angeles LGBT Center and going to movies and dinner 
with friends,” he says. Orlando Turco (Ithaca, NY) follows 
Cornell wrestling all over the country. Herbert Needle
man (Richmondville, NY) is still town justice, since 1985, 
for Richmondville. Leo Convery lives four months of the 
year in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL, and eight months in 
Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, MA. Leo is dealing with 
recovery issues from an auto accident in October 2019 
and wife Alison’s new knee. 

Lonnie Hanauer, MD ’60, a retired rheumatologist in 
NYC, says his favorite dining experience is mainly wife 
Bette’s cooking. The Hanauers usually have a cruise or 
European trip planned for the summer, but this year their 
plans were interrupted due to COVID-19. Lenore Troup 
Torpey (Pomona, NY) is busy knitting and reading. Carol 
Skidmore Cuddeback (Front Royal, VA) wants us to know 
that God had been good to her. “I am edified and thank
ful that my children’s children are having babies.” Roy 
Curtiss (Gainesville, FL) has been given the 2020 Distin
guished Veterinary Microbiologists Award by the American 
Academy of Veterinary Microbiology. If he had a day in 

Ithaca, Roy would visit colleagues in the Food Science 
and Microbiology departments in CALS and at the Vet 
college. Hello to all from Peter Todd (Berkeley, CA). 

Marilyn “Vickie” Woollatt Peckham (Albany, NY) 
finds herself in good health, reading the novels and short 
stories of the author Louis L’Amour. “You may be surprised 
at the idea of a woman reading stories of the West,” says 
Vickie, “but you have to understand that I have always 
held a fascination of anything rural. It likely stems from 
my summer experiences on my aunt’s wheat farm during 
my childhood days in Saskatchewan, Canada.” She hears 
from AOPi sister Patricia Hamm Finstad (Sarasota, FL), 
who teaches tai chi classes and produces a weekly 
newsletter, and from Virginia Seelig Lenz (Forest, VA), 
who attends several choral workshops. Thank you, Vickie, 
for your long, personal letter. 

A book to read: Wall of Wonder: Cornell Women Lead
ing the Way in Science, Technology, and Engineering. 
One of the women featured is our classmate and Reunion 
chair Carole Rapp Thompson. This book was one of the 
picks for reading by the Cornell librarians. Keep your news 
coming. Your classmates want to hear from you. ❖ 
Phyllis Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com. 

57 Bill Schmidt (pleinairbill@aol.com), our ultra-
talented Impressionist, reports that his painting 

“Misty Morning Penzance”was selected as one of the top 
15 percent of entries in a prestigious contest sponsored 
by Fine Art Studio Online (FASO). He also is exhibiting 
in a new gallery, Les Poissons in Chesterton, MD. While 
isolated by the pandemic, he has been updating his web
site. Connie Santagato Hosterman sends news of the 
longest-running (40 years) non-musical play in American 
history, Sheer Madness, co-written by Marilyn Greene 
Abrams. It has survived over 50 productions in the US 
and has been translated into 23 languages, having been 
originally produced at the Lake George Dinner Theatre. 

Gil Riley, your correspondent’s freshman dorm hall-
mate, is keeping up with numerous fraternity brothers 
while outlasting the quarantine situation. Dorothy Gins
burg Reiser and her husband are masking up in Austin, 
TX, for mundane trips to grocery and drug stores. Since 
both are retired, their daily life has changed little. Ditto 
for Edwin, MBA ’58, and Peggy Mihm in San Francisco, 
who enjoy Zoom sessions with family and friends. Add 
Susan Nash Malone to the list of those not in quarantine 
but staying at home. This might be a stretch, but Peter 
Cortland credits grading exams online with “keeping 
me alive.” 

Susan Hitz Magnuson has built and maintains a web
site for her HOA community, serving on the board of 
same and using her spare time enjoying grandchildren, 
theater, bridge, and cooking. Michael DeNicola retired 
in April after 26 years with Fujitsu America. He and Myrna 
have a condo in Calgary, AB, where they spend summers 
with golf being a major activity. Nobody asked me, but 
in February I saw a sign on a bank door that sunglasses 
and caps must be removed before entering the building. 
Now, you have to wear a mask to enter—go figure. ❖ 
John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com. 

58 As I write this column, we are just getting out 
of most of our quarantines with the corona

virus—but many of us are still staying quite close to 
home, so I have some news! 

Bob Hendricks, PhD ’64, was locked down in his 
senior living quarters, going out only to walk the dog. He 
presented a show of his photography of the art of Lucas 
Cranach the Elder at the Marblehead Public Library to 

great acclaim! He said it was a wonderful experience. He 
misses going out but can now finally work full time on 
his photography. Herbert Meltzer is still a professor of 
psychiatry and pharmacology at Northwestern U. 
Feinberg School of Medicine. He is leading a research 
program developing drug treatments for schizophrenia, 
aging, and opioid abuse. He is also engaged in multi
disciplinary research to understand memory, social 
interaction, and psychosis. 

Barbara Streicher Magid has a grandson who is a 
junior at Cornell. Barbara has just retired as an adjunct 
teacher, which has given her much satisfaction. Carol 
Boeckle Welch has moved to a new apartment in Brook
lyn to be near her daughter and family. “Clearing out a 
home where we lived for 45 years was a real challenge, 
but we managed to do it in seven weeks!” They have been 
sheltering in place with the virus in Brooklyn. Barbara 
Shelley Cook keeps busy with family and household re
sponsibilities, Silver Sneakers, gym class, and church. 
The most satisfaction in her life right now is from just 
being healthy! Sonja Kischner Wilkin keeps busy with 
Clayton Valley Village, of which she is a founding member. 
Sonja is staying active and healthy so she can enjoy local 
activities and visiting family and friends. 

Nancy Hecht Weil is retired and loving spending time 
with her children and grandchildren. She volunteers for 
the mentally ill and enjoys sleeping late, arranging flowers, 
and walking. Hugh Gunnison is still participating in his 
family business, which dates back to 1826! “For the past 
100 years, we have raised apples and marketed them 
up and down the Atlantic seaboard,” he writes. Hugh has 
enjoyed living on the shores of Lake Champlain, a few 
miles from the Adirondack Mountains. He actually owns 
part of one of the nearby mountains! After years of trudg
ing through the snow and skiing down the hills of nearby 
ski areas, they have decided to spend three months a 
year in Vero Beach. He and his wife have three sons and 
they will now manage the business. 

Ed Monahan writes that he and his wife traveled to 
Ithaca in May 2019 to watch their youngest daughter 
receive her PhD in Near Eastern Studies! His colleagues 
at the U. of Connecticut hosted a one-day symposium 
in his honor on his 83rd birthday, with speakers drawn 
from the eastern half of the US, mostly speaking of 
topics related to air-sea exchange and “white-capping” 
subjects that he has addressed since his grad student 
days at MIT. “As an indirect consequence,” Ed writes, 
“my name was entered in the Congressional Record, a 
tribute that emphasized my two decades of service as 
Connecticut Sea Grant director.” ❖ Janet Arps Jarvie, 
janjarvie@gmail.com; Dick Haggard, richardhaggard 
11@gmail.com. 

59 “Nice story about Cornell Medical School 
graduate Dr. Anthony Fauci, MD ’66, in the 

Washington Post,” wrote Al Newhouse in a Facebook 
post in mid-March. Several weeks later, as most of Amer
ica was under stay-at-home restrictions and Passover 
was upon us,Bob Weinman posted a photo on Facebook 
of his homemade matzoh. “It actually tastes better than 
‘real’ matzoh,” he noted. Jeff Frey made his own matzoh, 
too: “Thought I did pretty well even though I was under 
the disadvantage of being in California’s Berkeley Hills 
rather than in the desert.” COVID-19 has affected ’59ers 
in a variety of ways, from canceled travels and postponed 
surgical procedures to binge-watching Larry David reruns 
and rediscovering jigsaw puzzles. Carol Lipis: “Like many 
other New Yorkers, I am staying close to home, taking 
all the precautions and watching more television than I 

mailto:11@gmail.com
mailto:janjarvie@gmail.com
mailto:suitcase2@aol.com
mailto:pleinairbill@aol.com
mailto:phylboz@aol.com
mailto:nancysavagepetrie@yahoo.com
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would like to admit. I am able to take three aerobics  
classes—thanks, Zoom!”  Harry Petchesky: “I’m attend
ing  meetings and an occasional party on Zoom, hanging  
out with my wife, and starting on my memoir—I’m up to  
the first grade at Brooklyn’s PS 241, which provided 11  
of the 2,200 people in our entering class.” Linda Rogers  
Cohen: “A friend and I started a weekly newsletter for  
the Allenwood section of Great Neck, offering information  
and suggestions for dealing with COVID-related matters.  
Our intention is to go out of business, though here we are  
in mid-June putting out the 13th issue.” 

Carl Leubsdorf: “My wife, Susan Page, and I have  
been holed up at our vacation home in Fenwick Island,  

DE, having decided it was more isolated than D.C. We have 
all the pleasures of home here, including a great view of 
the beach and the Atlantic Ocean. Susan has been hard 
at work on her biography of Nancy Pelosi, coming out next 
year. I’ve been writing my weekly column and reverting 
to my childhood hobby of building models; Notre Dame 
and the Eiffel Tower are done already.” Naomi Johnson 
Dempsey: “In retirement, I’m doing a lot of the things 
that I love: gardening, knitting, sewing (right now mak
ing masks), and walking where it is possible to stay away 
from others.” Tom ’57, JD ’59, and Janet Katz Fink have 
three good reasons to return to the Hill more often than 
in the past: grandchildren Maddie August ’22 (Architec
ture); Milo Gringlas ’22 (Arts); and Talia August ’24 
(Engineering). Tom continues to practice law, and he 
and Jan share their time between a home in Rochester 
and one on Cape Cod. 

“Sixty years tending bar—but shorter hours now,” 
reports John Brubaker, who continues to keep busy 
with Seneca Lodge, his family’s motel and restaurant in 
Watkins Glen. Some ten years ago, the lodge added a 
microbrewery: enjoy the latest brews in the tavern, fill 
your growlers, or buy bottled beer to go. John enjoys 
entertaining the racing crowd from Watkins Glen Int’l 
racetrack south of town, and when he’s not at the lodge 
he’s likely to be out pursuing his hobby, birdwatching. 
Early each year, CPA Ken Rand is busy doing people’s 
tax returns, but throughout the year there’s plenty of time 
for golf, tennis, duplicate bridge, and racing sailboats. 
Carolyn Hill Rogers writes about the satisfaction of living 
in a beautiful rural town east of Hartford, CT, and notes, 
“At this age I’m blessed to have two bridge groups, two 
book groups, and the ability to drive around as I need to.” 

After 20 years of living in northern Delaware, Patricia 
Chamberlin Engelhardt and her husband have moved 
to a retirement community in Quarryville, PA. Susan 
Cohen Lubick is a docent of Asian art at the Smithsonian 
Museum. Celinda Cass Scott spends a lot of time doing 
genealogical research for herself and others. She’s the 
corresponding secretary for the Anglican Fellowship of 
Prayer; publicity chair for the NAACP and the Federation 
of Democratic Women in Indiana County, PA; and the 
electronic secretary for Colonial Dames of Allegheny 
County, PA.Vernie Fuller Grammer, MEd ’60, keeps busy 
for volunteer activities such as assisting with a Rochester 
food cupboard; she also enjoys family activities and 

playing bridge with friends. Joan Travis Pittel also enjoys  
playing cards. She continues to be a volunteer usher at  
the Kravis Center in West Palm Beach and works on  
various committees in her condominium development.  
Anything else that Joan would like to be doing? “More  
traveling. It’s never enough!” 

Beth Weinstein Newburger Schwartz, a longtime  
communications executive and entrepreneur, started the  
theatrical production company Middle Finger Productions  
“because with the press under attack I believe the stage  
is our nation’s last chance to air our differences without  
fear of reprisal.” Beth was part of the producing team for  
Dear Evan Hansen, winner of the 2017 Tony Award for Best  

Musical, and in 2018 brought The Originalist to NYC. “I 
hope my Tony for Dear Evan Hansen will have company 
with another Tony for Tina: The Tina Turner Musical this 
year.” During the school year, Marjory “Midge” LeShure 
Marshall is an adjunct professor at Rochester Inst. of 
Technology, Nazareth College, and Monroe Community 
College, teaching college composition. Then in summer 
it’s off to spend quality time at her 100-year-old log 
cabin near Algonquin Park in Canada. She’s also been 
busy acting, her most recent role being Volumnia in 
Shakespeare’s Coriolanus. ❖ Jenny Tesar, jetesar@ 
sbcglobal.net. 

‘You never know what you will find 
when you clean up your basement!’ 

F R A N  G O L D R E I C H  R A A B  ’ 6 1  

60 Our 60th Reunion in June made history by 
being the first ever for us that happened 

entirely online; yet despite the unexpected and drastic 
change and the limited options for gathering, many class
mates who participated deemed it successful. Linda 
Jarschauer Johnson, MS ’63, praised for her work co
ordinating the virtual events in partnership with Cornell 
staff members, pointed out thatCarrie Warnow Makover, 
Susan Cowan Jakubiak, and Donald Milsten “were 
great supports” in that process and acknowledged the 
many efforts made by other class council members who 
had been hard at work organizing the on-campus program 
during the months before it had to be canceled and the 
format changed.Among them were Sue Phelps Day, MEd 
’62, Bill Flanagan, Jack Keefe, Jan Van Heiningen, 
Ginny Seipt, Phyllis Pugatch Schecter, Alan and Ellie 
Ross Garfinkel, and Gail Taylor Hodges. 

Along with several events offered online to all Reunion 
classes during the June weekend, two were specifically 
for the Class of 1960: a Friday morning talk by Corey 
Earle ’07 describing campus life during our undergrad
uate years, and a Zoom gathering on Saturday evening 
for those of us Susan Jakubiak wittily described as “Late 
Zoomers.” Over 100 of us “attended” the first event, 
during which our speaker shared some memorable infor
mation. We learned that enrollment has increased by 
84 percent and tuition by 6,792 percent(!!)since we first 
enrolled; visits to campus were made by three US Presi
dents during our time in Ithaca; the Asian flu epidemic 
that hit campus in fall 1957 claimed the life of one class
mate; and the turbulent 1958 campus protests against 
social restrictions included a march to President Deane 
Malott’s house and resulted in the creation of a new 

position, the vice president of student life, presumably 
to keep this especially unruly undergraduate population 
in line. The 1960 Barton Hall Commencement, which for 
most of us ended our time on campus and ushered us 
out into the so-called “real world,” was the last one ever 
held indoors. After Corey Earle’s well-received talk, we 
heard a lively session on newspaper coverage of campus 
upheavals during our Ithaca years, which was convened 
by Carrie Makover and other alums of the Cornell Daily 
Sun, including classmates Bob Malina, Bob Toffler, 
Gary Beller, and Roland Philip. 

Nearly 90 classmates participated in the Saturday 
night gathering, which began with a brief welcome from 
Sue Day and a reminder from Ginny Seipt that she plans 
to hold the annual fall lunch at Sardi’s. (NB: Ginny has 
since learned that is not possible this year. The plan now 
is for a Zoom gathering late some October afternoon.) 
We had time to see short glimpses of most everyone in 
our tiny Zoom squares, images of confinement that 
seemed to evoke the “sheltering at home” to which so 
many have been assigned for the past several months, 
before moving on to a series of small breakout groups 
more congenial to conversation.Able to capture only short 
snippets of information, I herewith pass them along, alert 
to possible errors and welcoming corrections and further 
news of your lives. 

Stephanie Herman Adelman, now retired from dec
ades of publishing the journal Art New England and 
overseeing workshops at the Massachusetts College of 
Arts, is spending much of her free time painting and also 
honing her computer skills. David Jordan, who studied 
agronomy at Cornell but went on to a career at Chase 
Manhattan Bank,now spends some of his time away from 
New Rochelle overseeing a large farm in northern Maine. 
Rodney Mason, PhD ’64, spent much of his career as 
a physicist working on laser fusion at Los Alamos National 
Lab, publishing scientific papers and consulting for the 
US government. Lorraine Buzzutto Haley said she 
recently applied her sewing skills acquired in the College 
of Home Economics to making protective masks for 
friends and neighbors in Hartsdale, NY. George Tamblyn, 
JD ’64, who left Cornell after his sophomore year but 
returned for his law degree, is still practicing as a special
ist in employment law in the Seattle area and says he 
has two lawsuits pending against Amazon. 

Dacey Latham, who was also at our Zoom session, 
sent along a note afterward about a project that intends 
to respond to the current pressing concerns about racial 
justice in our country and also honors one of our most 
distinguished classmates, the late Attorney General of 
the US, Janet Reno. Dacey notes that Janet believed 
“racial justice and trust between police and the people 
start with building healthy kids and communities” and 
that the Janet Reno Endowment at the Center for Juvenile 
Justice Reform at Georgetown U. is designed to focus 
“on the root of the problem.” The endowment was estab
lished by a contribution from the National Assn. of Former 
United States Attorneys in recognition of Janet’s role as 
a “lifelong advocate for children and families” and “to 
support and sustain her legacy.” If you wish to find out 
more or make a contribution, the web address is: https:// 
cjjr.georgetown.edu/janet-reno-endowment/giving/. 

Plans are under way to develop a digital yearbook of 
and for the Class of 1960 that is intended to be both 
available online and downloadable as a PDF copy. The 
council will keep you posted. Meantime, I am ready and 
eager to receive news for the class column; please send 
word about what you are doing these days to: ❖ Judy 
Bryant Wittenberg, jw275@cornell.edu. 

mailto:jw275@cornell.edu
http:sbcglobal.net
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61 I’m writing this column in mid-June, sur
rounded by coronavirus and civil unrest. You 

will receive your magazine in September, shortly before 
a national election of great importance and contro
versy. We live in interesting times. On a lighter note, we 
have news and updates from several classmates. 

We begin with a lengthy note from Jane Sessler: “After 
spending my entire life living on Long Island, I have de
cided to sell my house in Manhasset and make my per
manent residence upstate, outside Saratoga Springs. Six 
years ago, I bought a small modular house in a wonderful 
over-55 community to enjoy summers at the thorough
bred horse races. I have owned racehorses for 20-plus 
years and considered it my retirement activity after 39 
years of teaching mathematics at Manhasset high school, 
where I was district math coordinator. I’ve had lots of 
experience with our racehorses from winning over 30 
races to breeding our own horse, Heavenly Blaze, who 
won twice at Saratoga. We’re still looking for a Derby 
horse. I hope the move occurs by June for my 80th birth
day, although I have already celebrated that event by 
taking my family to Iceland in January. Twelve of us went, 
hoping to see the Northern Lights, and although we were 
not lucky in that respect, we had an exciting trip with 90 
mph winds closing the roads one day while the following 
day found us swimming in the Blue Lagoon. It was a 
fantastic trip for everyone—young and old.” 

A brief note came from Al Galves (agalves2003@com 
cast.net), who remembers the mighty BoBurger, complete 
with fried egg and grilled onions. We enjoyed these late 
down by the train station. As Al recounts, “A great place 
to go after a date and tell lies about your date.” Trigger 
any memories? The burgers were great. Nobby Holmes 
wrote from Vero Beach, FL. “Playing a lot of golf and hav
ing fun with the market. Laughing almost every day at the 
swamp and reading a lot,especiallygoodoldnewspapers. 
I see a lot of Frank Spitzmiller and had a nice visit with 
Nick Niles here in Florida.” Favorite dining experience? 
“Returning from hockey practice on a cold winter night 
to a fine dinner at Alpha Delt.” 

My Facebook account picked up a posting from Fran 
Goldreich Raab addressed to the Cornell Class of 1961. 
“You never know what you will find when you clean up 
your basement!” Fran included a photo of several LPs 
including Cayuga’s Waiters “Cocktails for Twelve” and 
“The Sherwoods at Zinck’s.” Bill Onorato added to the 
post by Fran that he had worked on the production of 
the Sherwoods album. From Laguna Woods, CA, we 
hear from May Lee Ling, BS Nurs ’62. “I volunteer as a 
lay counselor at the Health Ministry at Saddleback 
Church Laguna Woods campus teaching CPR and first 
aid. We have nine grandchildren with three graduated 
from college. I’m blessed with a great husband, family, 
and friends. Hopefully the COVID-19 crisis will pass, and 
we can continue traveling.” 

From Linda Whitman Bors: “We’ve lived in Ithaca 
for almost 55 years, just a few blocks from the campus. 
Looking forward to our 60th Reunion! I would like to hear 
from Pat W., Debby O., Ann W., Brit O.—and anyone else 
from 330 Triphammer Rd. I’ll always remember the great 
food at the Martha Van cafeteria, and the toasters on 
each table!” Linda continues to volunteer at the Friends 
of the Library Book Sales in Ithaca. George Downs 
(downs.george@gmail.com) writes, “What’s keeping me 
busy? Staying physically fit (for an 80-year-old), manag
ing family finances, and travel fill my calendar along with 
twice-a-week visits from our 8-year-old granddaughter. 
Eight years of retirement has been a big change after 
17 years at JPL and 27 years at MIT’s Lincoln Laboratory.” 

Also, Therese Elzas Baker-Degler sent a note from Stan
ford, CA. “I’m active in Stanford organizations including 
continuing ed classes, plus exercise, book club, friends, 
and keeping contact with sons and grandkids. Sons 
Julian and Felix live in NYC. I have six grandchildren. The 
oldest will enter Harvard this fall. Her father, Julian, went 
to Harvard also. Felix, who got his BS, MD, and PhD at 
Stanford, is now on Stanford’s board of trustees. Hope
fully the COVID-19 pandemic will relent, and we can 
resume our travels.” 

News from Gail Kweller Ripans (gkripans@gmail. 
com): “Sadly, my husband, Allan ’55, died in January 
after we had celebrated 55 years of marriage. I have 
relocated to Lenbrook, a senior community in Atlanta. 
This is a time of transition for me and our family. I would 
like to hear from my classmates and, hopefully, will 
attend our 60th in June 2021.” Again on Facebook, Bob 
Everson copied me on the obituary of Jim Spindler. 
Jim was an outstanding oarsman and career attorney in 
Boston. Unfortunately, on a similar note I was informed 
of the passing of Bruce Le Page. Bruce and I struggled 
through Mechanical Engineering together. Years later 
we worked side by side at IBM in New York City. Bruce 
was a fine professional and friend. 

Meanwhile, send us your news as usual. ❖ Doug 
Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net; Susan Williams Stevens, 
sastevens61@gmail.com. 

62 “Not sheltering in place,” was E. Kay Trim
berger’s response to the query about wishes 

one could be doing. Since retiring from her academic 
job as a sociologist at Sonoma State U. 20 years ago, 
she has published two books. In 2005, it was The New 
Woman, and in 2020, Creole Son: An Adoptive Mother 
Untangles Nature and Nurture. Published by LSU Press, 
it explores E. Kay’s adoption of Marco, a biracial Cajun/ 
Creole infant. Check out her website: www.ekaytrim 
berger.com. 

From John Curtis, MS ’65 (johnandjanie@att.net): 
“We often write to describe an adventurous journey we 
have taken. However, the coronavirus has caused the 
cancellation of the journey to Israel and Jordan.” Dr. 
Stephen and Louise Garrell (slgarrell@gmail.com) live 
in Spartanburg, SC, where Stephen is “working with the 
Biden team to rid the country of Trump.” Louise is finishing 
her Broadway show, Come To Me, for which she wrote 
the music, lyrics, and story. Buzz Ruttenberg (buzz@bel 
graviagroup.com) writes, “As founder of Belgravia Group, 
I am mentoring the younger partners as they ascend to 
positions of increased responsibility. I’m still developing 
condos for sale in downtown Chicago.” Buzz and Tina live 
on W. Monroe St., where he’s active in philanthropy. 

Faith Miller Roelofs writes, “Chuck Dann ’61, MEd 
’64, and I are still in our home of 30 years on the outskirts 
of Prescott, AZ. We love our trees, birds, and gardens and 
the seasons, sunsets, and sunrises. Our social life is filled 
with activities; family life is also full, with two grandkids 
on the same street, two more in Thousand Oaks, CA, and 
one in Portland, OR, giving us a chance to travel often. 
With the Grand Canyon so close, we go there often in our 
trailer to hike, sightsee, and eat at our favorite restaurant 
in the El Tovar. Life is good here in Prescott.” Favorite 
restaurants of retired commercial airline pilot Dick Mon
roe (remonroe40@gmail.com) are in Sydney and Hong 
Kong, with a nod to campfire specialties with Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts. Dick (a.k.a. “Ranger Rick”) provides and 
services a 40-plus-acre campsite for scouts near his 
and Toni’s home in Woodinville,WA. “It’s a lot of work, but 
very rewarding to watch young boys and girls grow up 

and advance. Some of our older scouts have children 
of their own.” 

“Most calories for least $!” is the restaurant of choice 
for Larry Stoneburner (lls33@cornell.edu). With wife 
Mimi, Larry purchased KTIP AM 1450 radio station, the 
first station to broadcast 24/7 in California. He sold the 
station last year. Larry has been 100 percent disabled 
since 1999; Mimi passed away in 2017. He is most satis
fied these days by family video conferencing and by 
preserving ethical journalism. Howard and Jean Horn 
Swanson, MS ’64 (jeanhswan@yahoo.com) live in Smith 
Village, a continuing care retirement community in 
Chicago. Like many of us, they’re “enjoying” lock-down 
quarantine due to COVID-19. “Life will be very different 
from now on,” noted Jean. The Swansons have six grand
children quarantined at home near them. 

Barbara Miller Felix is still working with birds of prey 
that are in captivity, having been sick or injured in the 
wild. She loves the work. They feed the birds and clean 
the large cages (in which they can fly) and take them 
for walks as they sit on her falconer’s glove. (She warns 
that the talons are sharp.) Barbara remarried last year 
to a caring, loving man, John, whom she met while work
ing with the raptors. They are happy in their home in 
Trout Valley, IL, with its large yard and many birds and 
deer. Barbara would like to do more traveling and says 
that she doesn’t have one favorite experience at 
Cornell—she enjoyed all of them. 

Randolph Little checks in from Basking Ridge, NJ, 
where he is “sheltering in place and thankful for a well-
stocked pantry and freezer and a very talented wife.” He 
wishes he could get outside for spring birding. Inside, he 
greatly enjoys Corey Earle ’07’s AMST 2001 class via 
Zoom. Warren ’61 and Beth Newell Spicka (enspicka@ 
gmail.com) checked in from their home in Naples, FL. 
There’s room for more! Send your thoughts to me by 
e-mail or by snail mail with your class dues. ❖ Jan 
McClayton Crites jmc50@cornell.edu. 

63 I am writing this as the country is trying to 
open up following the coronavirus pandemic. 

Worry still abounds as many cities try to return to normal. 
We are also experiencing some difficult times with sys
temic racism raising its ugly head. Hopefully by the time 
you read this, some intelligent decisions will have been 
made. We are all hoping for some sort of normalcy. 

President’s Corner: “The Class of 1963’s decision to 
create an endowment for the Tatkon Center for first-year 
students was among the most prescient decisions that 
any Cornell alumni class could make. In an era in which 
there is a renewed focus on inclusion and compensatory 
action, with attention on newcomers to the university 
environment,especially those from less-than-advantaged 
backgrounds, the support was timely. From the center’s 
exponential growth in need-targeted programming, to 
its rapid adjustment to the new normal through innova
tive delivery action, the Tatkon Center is par excellence 
on all fronts. 

“In a recent note to me, center director Margherita 
Fabrizio said: ‘Thank you, Class of ’63, for your ongoing 
support for our programming! I believe we are carrying 
out Tatkon’s mission in a very robust way and I hope you 
are very proud of what you are supporting. In addition 
to benefits to first-year students, Tatkon’s upper-class 
student staff also benefit greatly from the center. For 
many of the latter group, it’s their first meaningful job, 
and the majority continue in their roles from sophomore 
year up to graduation. The upper-class staff have been a 
very tight-knit family, supporting each other and eager to 

mailto:jmc50@cornell.edu
http:gmail.com
mailto:jeanhswan@yahoo.com
mailto:lls33@cornell.edu
mailto:remonroe40@gmail.com
http:graviagroup.com
mailto:slgarrell@gmail.com
mailto:johnandjanie@att.net
http:berger.com
www.ekaytrim
mailto:sastevens61@gmail.com
mailto:dougout@attglobal.net
mailto:downs.george@gmail.com
http:cast.net
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share their experiences with the younger students. It con
tinues to be a great privilege for me to work in this role 
and I do sincerely thank you all!’ As a further example of 
the center’s creativity and responsiveness, Margherita 
and her center leadership were able to successfully move 
most of the programming they had planned to occur 
later in the spring to Zoom, minimizing the impact of the 
sudden closure of campus. 

“The class endowment is invested as part of Cornell’s 
Long-Term Investment Pool. As of December 21, 2019, 
the value of the endowment was 6,082 shares at 
$58.365317, or $353,465. The accumulated value last 
December was $18,633 dollars above the June 2018 
value of $334,832. I plan to make a fuller report to the 
class on the Tatkon Center by mail in the coming months, 
pending the center’s program year update. Dick Clark.” 

News from classmates: Cornell Dawson wrote from 
Bomoseen, VT: “Last fall, wife Alice and I were set for a 
tour of Russia, a cruise, when two days before departure 
I fell down a long set of stairs at night in my house. The 
fall resulted in a fractured pelvis, eight broken ribs, a 
separated shoulder, and three weeks in medical facilities. 
I have healed very quickly and am back to my normal 
activities. I am very thankful, since it could have been 
much worse. I am busy volunteering at the local elemen
tary school twice a week to help with the reading program. 
I attend a Great Courses lecture each week at the local 
senior center.” 

Besides becoming the Class of 1963 Ithaca liaison, 
Lila Fox Olson is a busy person. She and Brad ’62 “had 
planned on a Viking cruise to Norway in June but had 
to cancel. I was also going on a mystery lovers’ writers 
conference but had to cancel out as well. I used to meet 
with three book clubs and the Ithaca Garden Club, and 
I used to do volunteer book sorting at the Tompkins 
County library. Now, I am ‘socially distancing’ and bored 
to death.” When asked what her favorite dining experi
ence was on or off campus, Lila said: “When I was here, 
the only place to eat on campus was the Straight or 
dorms. I had my share of burgers and beer there—yes, 
the drinking age was 18 and you could buy beer in the 
Straight. Also had lots of coffee dates during ‘dead hours’ 
and met my husband there, in fact.” 

Carol Westenhoefer Anderson wrote: “I would like 
to report that I had a world cruise this year, but I had only 
half of one. After cruising on the Pacific Princess from Ft. 
Lauderdale through the Panama Canal to Los Angeles 
and on to Hawaii, Tahiti, New Zealand, and Australia, we 
were held with 16 days at sea in the Indian Ocean. No 
one would let us off. Finally, Australia allowed those who 
could fly to do so from Fremantle, just before they totally 
shut down international contacts. Everyone on board was 
fine and more afraid to go home than to stay on the ship. 
It was a uniquely wonderful experience with amazing 
people, nonetheless. I hope for the opportunity to pick 
up the missing pieces at a later date.” Stay well. ❖ 
Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 
85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com. 

64 This month’s column took a while to put to
gether because, for the first time in some 

time, I had a lot of classmate news to pick from. So, 
many thanks to all of you who submitted material, and, 
for you readers of our column, please continue keeping 
me busy! We’ll start with classmates who have not been 
in the column for quite a while. 

Appearing in the class column for the very first time, 
GeorgePatrick is still teaching as an agricultural econom
ics professor at Purdue U. George is otherwise active in 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), a tax preparation 
service for the disabled and low-income taxpayers; his 
Optimist Club; his church as trustee, deacon, and elder; 
and Rock Steady Boxing, a boxer training-related set of 
special exercises for victims of Parkinson’s disease. 
George and wife Katherine live in Lafayette, IN, and 
enjoy spending time “watching their grandchildren’s 
sports activities.” 

David Erdman, last here 26 years ago and now 
living on Hilton Head Island, SC, keeps active coaching 
a high school rowing team, continues his own rowing in 
a single scull, enjoys golf on this “lovely island,” and with 
wife Christine has “enjoyed cruising around Europe the 
last few years.” Peggy Greenberg Chodorow and hus
band Stanley, PhD ’68, haven’t been seen here since 
1996, but offer no news other than that they still live in 
La Jolla, CA. 

William “Hank” Ritchie was last here in 1997, about 
the time he retired after 31 years with Mobil Oil Co. The 
Ritchies since moved to South Orleans, MA, on Cape Cod, 
“the Eden of the East,” where he and wife Pamela enjoy 
having a large vegetable garden. Their last favorite vaca
tion was a national parks trip from Wyoming’s Jackson 
Hole to South Dakota’s Black Hills. The Ritchies also 
enjoy their “four terrific grandchildren, ages 6-14.” Tom 
Cayten, LLB ’67, who last appeared in this column in 
1998, about a year after he was widowed with two young 
sons, is now retired as an arbitrator/mediator in labor 
and employment disputes and is living in Exeter, NH, 
with a “lovely girlfriend,” a nurse. Tom is very active in AA 
and says he has been sober for 19 years. 

Roberta Fisher, last here in 2004, is still working as 
a fiscal consultant to Yates County (NY) Community 
Services. “When will I retire?” Roberta asks herself in her 
news form. “Maybe next year, but I’ve said that before.” 
She lives in Seneca Falls, NY, and is also a board member 
of the Geneva (NY) Music Festival. Last January, Roberta 
went to Mexico with three fellow Cornellians in the group 
and a Cornell academic leader to visit Mexico City and 
historical archeological sites. The Cornellians included 
two from classes in the mid-1950s and one from the Class 
of ’72. Roberta said they all had different “takes” on their 
respective Cornell experiences. 

Ralph Cerny last appeared in this column 15 years 
ago, when he retired as a hospital CEO. Ralph and wife 
Maureen now split their time between Traverse City, MI, 
and Sarasota, FL. He’s an active member of the Cornell 
Club of Sarasota/Manatee, enjoys golf, and still plays 
piccolo in the Scottsville, MI, Clown Band. Last January 
Ralph hosted a mini-reunion in Sarasota of brothers 
from the Sigma Chi Class of ’64: Tim Pierie, Burns 
Roensch, Art Appleton, Fred Engstrom, ME ’66, and 
Kim Ahlers, ME ’66. The Cernys have three sons and 
nine grandchildren. 

Finally, we’ve news from a female classmate who did 
not have to change her business card surname after 
getting married: Kathy Peterson, who wed a Peterson. 
Kathy is a retired Methodist minister, having been a 
pastor for 44 years, but continues to perform church-
related duties such as welcoming new community 
residents, performing some services, and officiating at 
weddings and funerals. She also does “lots of gardening, 
writing, tap dancing, and yoga.” The Petersons, who live 
in Lemont, IL, also spend time with their children and 
grandchildren, plus attend concerts that feature hus
band David, who is a bass trombonist with several 
symphonies and bands. 

That’s it for this column. I could always use more news, 
so please update me by e-mail, regular mail using the 

news form or a sheet of paper, our class website (www. 
cornell1964.org), or our class Facebook page: https:// 
www.facebook.com/groups/cornell1964. ❖ Bev Johns 
Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015; e-mail, 
blamont64@comcast.net. 

65 Our 55th virtual Reunion featured informative 
Cornell webinars and a wonderful Class of ’65 

Zoom cocktail meeting. It did not equal the joy of being 
together on campus, but at least technology allowed us 
to be in touch with one another. 

Our class officers are presidentJamil Sopher, ME ’66; 
co vice-presidents Liz Gordon, Lou Ferraro, and Steve 
Hand; secretary Bill Vanneman; treasurer Sharon 
Hegarty Williams; co-class correspondentsSteve Appell 
and Joan Hens Johnson; Reunion chair Myron Jacobson; 
website community manager Steve Hand; and immediate 
past president Frank McCreary. Our class council mem
bers are Charles Andola, George Arangio, MD ’69, 
Becky Lenair Baskett, Barry Cutler, Michael Duffy, 
Walter Gadkowski, Penny Skitol Haitkin, Jeffrey 
Kass, Robert Kessler, Laureen Stanton Knutsen, Grace 
Hershberg Morgenstein, Judith Kellner Rushmore, 
Barbara Press Turner, and Patricia Williams. 

During our cocktail Zoom meeting, Steve Appell pro
vided great background music of our era. Myron Jacobson 
reviewed early plans for an on-campus 60th Reunion 
in 2025. Many of us are thinking of going to Cornell next 
year to participate in the Continuous Reunion Club (CRC) 
that occurs yearly on campus. Please e-mail Myron if you 
are interested in doing this! After general conversation 
among the 52 attendees who signed into the Zoom meet
ing on June 7, 2020, we continued with six breakout 
sessions to discuss: the most memorable moments dur
ing our Cornell years; and if you have stayed in contact 
with Cornell and how Cornell has influenced your life 
after graduation. The assassination of President Kennedy 
was cited as the most significant event by many break
out groups, along with the Vietnam War buildup and 
teach-ins. Cornell alumnae networking helps classmates 
with effective outreach during job searches and various 
pursuits. Cornell clubs around the nation offer a window 
into the educational focus and the social environment on 
campus via luncheons, cocktail gatherings, and special 
lectures. Liz Gordon gave a shout-out to Bob Kessler 
from all of us to say thanks again for his masterful job of 
producing our 50th Reunion book. For anyone who didn’t 
receive one, they are still available through Sharon 
Williams with checks made out to Cornell University. 

Following are excellent stay-at-home news comments 
from classmates who shared their experiences. We have 
limited column space, and there are more reflections to 
share; I will include them in the next column! Mike Duffy 
(michaelgduffy@yahoo.com) writes, “My wife, Ann, and 
I have been in our home in Manhasset, NY, since things 
locked down in mid-March. We already had a sizeable 
stock of staples and paper goods and have been buying 
groceries online or through curbside pickup, meaning 
without entering any store, since then. Only in the past 
week or so have we begun to go to medical appointments. 
We Zoom with our family and share virtual glasses of wine 
with friends. The hardest part of this regimen has been 
the lack of physical contact with our kids and grandkids. 
They are all well and not far from us, but they are outside 
of our embrace. We both stay busy with involvement 
with our alma maters, Cornell for me, Colgate for Ann, 
and with community and family projects, household 
maintenance, and reading. She and I rely heavily on each 
other for support.” 

mailto:michaelgduffy@yahoo.com
mailto:blamont64@comcast.net
www.facebook.com/groups/cornell1964
http:cornell1964.org
mailto:icke63@gmail.com
http:students.It
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Mike continues, “As a retired journalist, I follow the 
news eagerly, in print, online, and on air. What else is there 
but the virus and politics? Each day, one of them seems 
more brutally unbelievable than the other. Once a week, 
I teach an ESOL class via Zoom to six or eight adults; one 
of them has returned to northern Italy and she joins from 
there. It is a challenge and a pleasure to help them under
stand our language and our culture in unsettled times. 
I have been keeping a journal since March, recording 
quotidian events—including our meals, of course!—but I 
don’t think that what I am writing is anything some future 
Ken Burns will want to comb for insights. I have always 
been interested in history and wish that I had taken more 
History classes at Cornell, but I have more time now to 
read, and I do. At the moment, I am revisiting the Battle 
of Britain with Erik Larson. What comes next, in my 
reading or in our world, remains to be seen.” 

Jeff Kass (jfkass@gmail.com) comments, “I have 
been surprised at how some things have continued 
pretty much the same, although virtually rather than in 
person, while other things are totally changed. Advisory 
work with an international NGO continues, and, since 
the NGO works globally, a portion of the meetings have 
always been virtual. Now they all are, and there is no 
international travel, which is sad. Pro bono consulting 
in the D.C. area switched from in-person to virtual and 
has saved much time and, surprisingly, appears to be 
equally effective. Time saved seems to be for the most 
part dedicated to much streaming—video and music— 
and of course Amazon. I have been able to indulge my 
passion for opera and chamber music, thanks to some 
great streaming from Met Opera and a multitude of 
chamber music organizations. Zoom family dinners have 
replaced weekly family evenings; Zoom get-togethers 
have replaced face-to-face, from book club to cocktail 
parties. And it’s been an opportunity to catch up with 
old friends that I’ve lost touch with. When this is all over, 
I don’t think we will go back to the way things were—I 
expect that there will always be a role for virtual now 
that we have gotten used to it.” 

Please keep news flowing to either of us! ❖ Joan 
Johnson, joanipat@gmail.com; Steve Appell, bigred 
1965@aol.com. 

66 As I write in the late spring, we are slowly 
emerging from stay-at-home restrictions due 

to the novel coronavirus. Hopefully by the time you read 
this, we will be more active, but always in a safe and 
careful way. Much of the news in this column reflects 
life before the shutdown. 

Harold “Hap” Gray is “very retired.” He and his wife 
left Ohio and now split their time between Port St. Lucie, 
FL, and Asheville, NC. They enjoy walking, cooking, gar
dening, dining, and being with friends. Hap says as far 
as hobbies go, he is through his golf phase and mostly 
through his Harley and foreign travel phases! He has 
gotten involved in trying to refurbish the historic Cahoon 
House in Avon, OH. The Grays also spend time watching 
their grandchildren grow and develop. In 1966 he never 
thought that just being happy and healthy would be 
enough. He now sees every day as a vacation, some
times at home, sometimes on the road. Robert Schwartz 
(rschwartz@SHGgroup.com) is chairman of the Schwartz 
Heslin Group Inc. When not working, he enjoys kids and 
grandkids including Jill Schwartz ’92 and Evan Schwartz 
(Penn ’95). 

Richard Aubrecht, PhD ’70 (daubrecht@gmail.com) 
retired last December from Moog Inc. After completing 
his Cornell PhD, he went directly to work there. He held 

many different positions, spending the last 30 years as 
VP, strategy and technology. His Cornell activities in
clude trustee emeritus, Engineering College Council 
member, University Council member, MAE School 
Council member, and guest lecturer in the Engineering 
college. He balanced this out in 2017 by sculling (single 
shell) at the Westside Rowing Club in Buffalo. Family 
activities include sailing, kayaking, and skiing. They have 
done many bareboat sailboat charters in the Caribbean, 
Mediterranean, and Polynesia. Esther Strauss Leh
mann (elehmann3654@gmail.com) is retired and 
spends part of the year in Florida. She had a visit from 
Susan Maldon Stregack and her husband last January 
before they left on a cruise. Esther reports she and her 
husband are delighted with the arrival of their first great-
grandchild. They enjoy their 15 grandchildren, three of 
whom are married. 

Jerry Bilinski, DVM ’69 (drbilinski@aol.com) is a 
doctor of equine veterinary medicine who owns Waldorf 
Farm, a thoroughbred breeding farm. They raise and 
care for approximately 200 thoroughbreds. Jerry enjoys 
watching his horses run at the racetracks. He also likes 
to meet friends at a cigar shop in Albany. After 16 years, 
he recently stepped down from the Cornell Board of 
Trustees. He volunteers time at Columbia-Greene 
Humane Society. He and his wife traveled to Italy last 
year with friends and also traveled to Los Angeles to 
visit their daughter (Hotel ’18), who works in hotel man
agement. Jerry admits that back in ’66 he never imag
ined he would now be writing this information or slow
ing down. 

Class co-president John Monroe, PhD ’70 (monroe. 
jw@gmail.com) is still involved with almond farming. He 
has observed great spring blooms but questionable rain 

during the growing season. John attended the Cornell 
Alumni Leadership Conference (CALC) in Las Vegas in 
February along with co-president Rolf Frantz, ME ’67, 
treasurer Bill Maxfield, and correspondent Susan 
Rockford Bittker. A special treat for John was dinner with 
fraternity brother Bill Vanneman Jr. ’65 and his wife, 
Irene. John recently joined the board of the Stanford Jazz 
Workshop. He joins classmate Larry Mohr. 

Tom Willis, ME ’67 (willis431@verizon.net) has retired 
from the US Postal Service, engineering headquarters. 
He is a volunteer with Meals on Wheels. He reports that 
the base of operations is struggling due to the coronavirus. 
Normally a team effort,volunteers now go solo, must wear 
gloves and masks, and, after visiting a client, must wipe 
down the steering wheel before continuing the route. 
Tom has been vacationing in Ocean City, NJ, often with 
his daughter, son-in-law, and four grandchildren for a 
week in August. Tom lost his wife in June 2018. He adds 
that, after a year’s hiatus, he is in the midst of moving on 
to the next phase of his life. Susan Miller Lowe (sulofs@ 
gmail.com) is retired. In the ’60s, she never imagined she 
would enjoy a second phase of retirement by spending 
more time with various groups of friends and continuing 
to travel both in the US and abroad. Past trips include 
cruises to Alaska and the Panama Canal. She hopes to 
cruise to the British Isles. 

It’s our 55th Reunion year—and a new ’66 milestone 
to share! Stay in touch, share your news, look for Reunion 
year and Reunion weekend updates.We shall “gather” in 
many ways these next months. Mark your calendar: June 
10-13,2021! Questions/info: cornellclassof1966@gmail. 
com. ❖ Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; 
Pete Salinger, peteRsalinger95@gmail.com; Deanne 
Gebell Gitner, Deanne.Gitner@gmail.com. 

mailto:Deanne.Gitner@gmail.com
mailto:peteRsalinger95@gmail.com
mailto:ladyscienc@aol.com
http:updates.We
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mailto:elehmann3654@gmail.com
mailto:daubrecht@gmail.com
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67 Michael Samach (Morris Plains, NJ; msamach 
@optonline.net) reports, “My daily life has ob

viously changed drastically as I’m sure almost everyone’s 
has. I am still a full-time working gastroenterologist but 
have been doing telemedicine rather than going into the 
office. This has been working out fairly well, though there 
are still parts of an examination that cannot be done 
virtually (I’m sure you can figure out most of them). It 
seems telemedicine is here to stay in some measure, 
even after the pandemic.We are about to slowly ramp up 
our endoscopy center, but this is a difficult process. Most 
people who are at risk for colon cancer or just need routine 
screens are putting their procedures off, and I am con
cerned we will see the negative effects of this for a few 
years to come. My son who lives in Tokyo has a 5-month
old daughter and it is killing us that we can’t get to see 
her again for a while. There are very few deaths in Japan 
even though they got the virus before us and didn’t lock 
down until after the Olympics were canceled. My two 
daughters live in New York City and New Jersey, respec
tively, and we do get to see the grandkids about once 
a week from a distance.” 

From a story in the Cornell Daily Sun: “‘We’re in this 
together,’ sings retired pediatrician turned country singer-
songwriter Arthur Schlosser in his newest song, ‘To
gether,’ written from his home in Oxnard, CA, to inspire 

a sense of community and cooperation during the pan
demic. Currently quarantining with his wife and pets, 
Schlosser—known by his stage name Dean Dobbins to 
his audience—decided to use his musical skills and free 
time to write a song to help people get through the 
pandemic. He began his musical career at a young age, 
starting with the piano and saxophone when he was 8 
years old. Eventually, he added the bassoon and guitar 
to his repertoire and played in the marching band and 
symphony and chamber orchestras at Cornell. He wrote 
his first song in 1971, after three years in medical school. 
‘When I was looking for some diversion, I would go play 
the piano,’ Schlosser said of his time at the U. of 
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. ‘In one of 
the big lecture halls there was a piano, so I would sneak 
off and play the piano and I’d work out the arrangement 
of Beatles songs.’ Now retired, but still continuing his 
music career, he found inspiration for the song ‘Together’ 
through e-mail updates he received from Kaiser Hospital— 
where he interned during his time in medical school— 
about its response to the coronavirus. The e-mails always 
included the slogan, ‘We’re in this together.’ ” 

George Meyer (Lincoln, NE; gmeyer1@unl.edu) 
writes, “I retired from the U. of Nebraska in 2018, after 
40 years of teaching and research. My wife and I remain 
in place these days at our Lincoln home. I am a professor 
emeritus, biological systems engineering, and I still peer 
review manuscripts. Our daughter teaches at Lincoln 
North Star High School. She provides daily online instruc
tion for differentiated physical science, chemistry, and 

physics classes. Our oldest son, who lives and works in 
Tokyo, received his PhD from Oxford and teaches online 
courses for Temple U. (in Tokyo). Our youngest son, his 
wife, and their children live in Seattle. He works for 
Foursquare.” Charles “Chuck” Sheppard (Springfield, 
MO; chucksheppard7@hotmail.com) is “still working as 
an ED doc but doing remote telehealth forCOVID patients. 
I’m medical director for Mercy Life LineAir Medical Service, 
serving on the board of the Air Medical Physicians Assn., 
teaching, working in my garden, and raising miniature 
horses (www.7sminiatures.com). Wife Mary and I have 
four grandkids (wish for more). Travel is, of course, out 
of the question, but we miss them.” 

Bob Thompson (Bethany Beach, DE; Dr.Robert.L. 
Thompson@gmail.com) writes, “My wife, Karen, and I 
have become quite well-adjusted to retirement at the 
penthouse condo we bought in Bethany Beach, DE, two 
years ago. Life is good here, and we cannot imagine 
anyone being luckier about where they have to shelter 
in place for the duration of the coronavirus epidemic. I 
continue to serve as a nonresident senior fellow at the 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs and as a nonresident 
senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and Int’l Studies 
in Washington, DC. Karen continues to curate the lace 
collection in the textile department of the Smithsonian 
American History Museum. Our daughter, Kristina, and 

‘Patricia Curran became a garden 
guide at the Cornell Botanic Gardens. 
“Zoom training continues.” ’ 

T I N A  E C O N O M A K I  R I E D L  ’ 6 9  

son-in-law Tom, who have been doing mid-career Peace 
Corps in Rwanda, were recently evacuated along with all 
7,300 PCVs around the world. Our son, Eric, and family 
live in Dayton, OH, where he does hearing research for 
the US Air Force. His wife, Amy, is a school librarian. They 
have three children: this fall, Emma will be a junior at 
Colorado State, Mia will be a freshman at the Culinary 
Inst. of America, and Aidan will be a freshman in high 
school. Karen and I have been traveling a lot in retire
ment. In the past year we have done a six-week trip along 
the Silk Road from Turkmenistan to Beijing plus Tibet; 
in February we took a one-month Indian Ocean island 
states cruise from Cape Town to Singapore (diverted to 
Dubai by coronavirus in SE Asia).” ❖ Richard Hoffman, 
2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail, 
derhoff@yahoo.com. 

68 Naturally in a class of our size and at our 
ages, it would be surprising to have totally 

dodged the dire physical consequences of COVID-19. 
Hopefully we’ve done that. 

On March 16, Bill De Cou (billdecou@bigsky.net) 
literally did some dodging to return to the US from a 
birding trip to Tanzania. With only a few hours’ notice 
that the border would be closing, their guide was able 
to charter a plane to Kenya, where after landing they 
were informed that the border there was closing the next 
day. After considerable dialing they secured seats on an 
Emirates airline flight through Dubai to the San Francisco 
airport where, when they arrived, chaos reigned. After 

several tense hours, they were finally allowed to con
tinue to their home in Montana and a 14-day quarantine. 
Despite Bill’s years of international travel and past work 
in public health, he admits he was really scared while 
trying to depart from Kenya. 

David Hughes (opie@supernet.com) and his wife, 
Tricia, live in Lancaster, PA, having recently moved from 
their home of 35 years to a condo where David loves the 
freedom from all the “upkeeps.” Having retired in 2018 
after 40 years as an orthopedic surgeon, David and 
Tricia have the time for tandem bike trips in the US and 
Europe and for RV travels, which allows them to include 
their two French bulldogs. Sharon Solwitz (ssolwitz@ 
hotmail.com) teaches creative writing at Purdue U. She 
also continues to write and in 2019 had three new stories 
published; her novel Abracadabra won a prestigious 
award from the Center for Fiction. Sharon enjoys her 
annual work and play trip to San Miguel de Allende in 
Mexico and, of course, visiting son Seth and his family, 
who live in Austin, TX. 

Susan Mascette Brandt (susanmbrandt@gmail.com) 
and her husband, Bill, followed their two sons and their 
families, which include four beautiful grandchildren, 
from Rochester to suburban Boston. Sue still keeps busy 
quilting, choral singing, and taking road trips. Though 
slowed for a while by back surgery, she is now relieved 
of what was a lot of pain. H. David Reines (bergerbri@ 
aol.com) and his wife, Nina Totenberg, live in D.C. David 
stopped performing surgery after he contracted typhoid 
fever. Recovered now, he works part time teaching and 
in research and is active playing tennis, horseback riding, 
biking, and traveling. David serves on three boards ap
plying his knowledge and experience to the Governors 
U. Vermont Foundation, the Christian College, Vellore 
India, and the American College of Surgeons. When we 
were on campus, David worked as a waiter at the Statler 
and nostalgically recalls the great wine and food served 
to the staff at the end of a shift. 

Richard Gottfried (richardgottfried@gmail.com) has 
served in the New York State Assembly since 1970 and 
has chaired the health committee since 1987, where his 
work has included fighting for the New York Health Act 
and his bill for single-payer coverage. Richard and his 
wife of nearly 50 years, Louise, live in Manhattan, where 
he represents parts of the Upper West Side, Midtown, 
Chelsea, and Hell’s Kitchen. Richard’s leisure activities 
include writing Chinese calligraphy, traveling, and 
spending time with his two granddaughters, one 19 and 
the other nearing 2. Of course, he still gets great satis
faction getting progressive legislation passed. I hope 
you continue to send your news when the world opens. 
Stay safe. ❖ Chuck Levitan, Clevitan22@comcast.net. 

69 I hope this finds all safe, secure, healthy, and 
dealing with COVID-19 as best you can. We 

have lots of news this time around—thanks to all who 
took the time to write. 

Ildiko Czmor Mitchell feels like an “empty nester” 
now that she is no longer babysitting for her two school-
aged grandchildren. She’s keeping busy working for the 
Census Bureau, planning her 55th high school reunion, 
and looking to complete her Appalachian Trail hike with 
18 miles left in Pennsylvania. Harvey Leibin teaches 
part time at the U. of Hartford architectural program. Son 
Brad is an architect in San Francisco; daughter Kate 
teaches in Avon,CT; daughter Kara is an attorney in Wash
ington, DC. His five grandchildren bring him and wife Flo 
the most satisfaction in their lives. Paul Sutherland 
teaches literacy to immigrants two nights a week. “In the 

mailto:Clevitan22@comcast.net
mailto:richardgottfried@gmail.com
mailto:susanmbrandt@gmail.com
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age of COVID-19 I’ve learned to teach using Zoom.”Having 
retired from the US Navy and the US Post Office, Lynn 
Joy is the town supervisor of Morris, NY.When not playing 
golf, he helps his daughter and family on their heifer farm. 

Jerry Diener keeps telling himself, “I’ll retire on De
cember 31, 2020, when my oncology board certification 
expires.” However, he expects to do occasional coverage 
stints to “keep the brain cells active.” He is looking for
ward to having more time to ski, make maple syrup, and 
create walking trails on his property in the White Moun
tains of New Hampshire. “Nancy and I still have plenty of 
places in the world we haven’t seen yet.” John Sulpizio 
is keeping himself busy in West Sacramento, CA, with 
home projects, gym workouts, traveling, children, grand
children (seven with two more on the way), guitar, church, 
and bible study. “I attended our 50th with great enjoy
ment at Delta Upsilon.” Don Verdiani, ME ’71, is now a 
member of the American Red Cross National Disaster 
Management Team. Well done, Don! 

Moin Haroon is semi-retired in Coral Springs, FL, 
managing his own investments and traveling. Alan Brit
ten has been enjoying the sequestration in his mountain 
home above Honolulu. “Retirement has been good, but 
I miss the challenge of critical care and anesthesia for 
children.” Rick Spiewak, ME ’70, is a software engineer 
developing websites for the Dept. of Defense and is on 
full-time telework for the duration, “which saves me an 
occasional long commute” from Annapolis. He keeps in 
touch with family and friends by Zoom. Patricia Curran 
lives in Newfield, NY, and “retired as horticulture educa
tor at Cornell Cooperative Extension three years ago,” but 
she remains an active Master Gardener. She also became 
a garden guide at the Cornell Botanic Gardens and stays 
busy “gardening when possible, volunteering on the Horti
cultural Hotline from home, trying to declutter the house, 
and reading books. Zoom training continues for Cornell 
Botanic guides.” Husband Nigel DysonHudson ’81, BS 
’83, has been working at home for Lockheed for several 
years but has delayed retirement until they can travel. 
Son Terence was married on a beach in Oregon in March, 
which, unfortunately, they had to watch on Facebook 
Live due to the COVID restrictions. On a happier note, 
“We have flowers and bird song, despite the cold late 
spring weather. Three baby robins just hatched on the 
vine that grows on our porch wall.” 

Spain has been particularly hard hit by the pan
demic, and Ron Gidron, who lives in Madrid, is finding 
the situation extremely difficult. “It’s World War C here 
(for coronavirus). EVERYTHING changed. First, we fear 
for our lives. It’s bad times to get sick in Madrid, and 
even worse to die in loneliness. This is hell. We can’t get 
close to loved ones, can’t hug, can’t kiss. Nobody knows 
what the ‘new normal’ will be like here. No travels; we’re 
not even allowed to go to our beach place in my wife’s 
hometown of Alicante, where a daughter and her two 
little girls live.” Hoping for a vaccine and treatments for 
the virus, Ron and wife Lourdes enjoy music, a nice fam
ily they can only see on screen, and “lots of hope because 
I am an optimist.” Our thoughts are with you, Ron. Be well 
and stay safe. Seth Bramson is a busy guy in Miami. 
He still teaches at Barry U. in Miami Shores as adjunct 
professor of history and historian in residence. “I’m work
ing on about five books simultaneously and buying and 
selling on eBay.” As of this writing, his “Lost Restaurants 
of Miami” was in final edit and will hopefully be out in 
June. In addition, he has signed a contract with the city 
of North Miami to write its history and is working on a 
number of other local history book projects. He is very 
proud of his two successful grandsons—one in New York 

and the other in Chicago. Be well, stay safe, and enjoy 
autumn. Please send your news to: ❖ Tina Economaki 
Riedl, triedl048@gmail.com. 

70 As I write this in mid-June, I have to wonder 
how our country and world will be doing in 

September. The news circumstances have been incred
ibly volatile and changing every day, if not hourly. I do 
know that there was a busy, interesting, and fun-filled 
virtual Reunion back on June 5-6 that emanated from 
Ithaca and the Cornell online campus. I especially want 
to thank Sally Anne Levine, JD ’73, and Cathy Forster 
Hogan for all they did from June 2019 until the in-person 
weekend was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
to plan a spectacular 50th Reunion. I also appreciate 
their efforts to have a unique online presentation about 
our class’s latest gift to Cornell’s Johnson Museum of Art. 
Along with our classmate Beth Heydinger Treadway’s 
extensive knowledge of art and art history and her long
time and close connections with the Johnson Museum, 
our 50th Reunion chairs were able to present a video as 
our special contribution to the virtual Reunion 2020. The 
video provided insight into Judy Chicago’s portfolio On 
Fire. Beth worked with Andrea Inselmann, curator of mod
ern and contemporary art at the museum, to acquire this 
fascinating portfolio for its permanent collection, using 
funds from the Class of 1970. 

As our beloved US and the entire world move ahead 
toward the end of 2020,it is my wish that we find ourselves 
in much less chaotic and divided circumstances.We lived 
through many unusual, remarkable,divisive, life-changing, 
and memorable events while we were experiencing our 
undergraduate years at Cornell. Recent events have been 
confusing, cause for fear, and beyond understanding. 
As I once again read Cornell President Martha Pollack’s 
message of June 3, 2020 to the Cornell community, I feel 
compelled to include the beginning paragraph regarding 
immediate actions to support and strengthen our com
munity: “Like so many of you, my family and I have been 
reeling over the events of the past week—events for which 
words seem inadequate. The images we have seen and 
the sounds we have heard have horrified us and broken 
our hearts. We are ashamed of the injustices that are 
perpetrated in our country, every day, against people of 
color; and of the reality that 155 years after Cornell was 
founded to help heal the wounds of a broken nation, that 
nation is, in many ways, still so badly broken.” Thank you, 
President Pollack. You can read her message in its en
tirety at: https://statements.cornell.edu/2020/2020 
0603-support-strengthen-community.cfm. 

Diana Christopulos was teaching a seminar on envi
ronmental public policy at Hollins U. during the spring 
term 2020. On-campus classes were canceled beginning 
March 13, so Diana joined so many others in learning to 
teach via Moodle and Zoom. It is far better than nothing, 
and even students who live in Mexico have been able to 
connect. However, she missed the personal contact. Diana 
and Mark live in Salem, VA, an area with only about half 
a million residents. She was thinking of all those in the 
New York metro area who experienced a much more 
frightening time. Steven Rockey (swr1@cornell.edu) 
continues to live on Forest Lane in Ithaca. 

Carolyn Schutz Sarbello (csarbello@nycap.rr.com) 
has written with the sad news that her husband, Wil
liam, died of a brain bleed on December 31, 2018. In 
July 2018, Bill and Carolyn had moved into a one-story 
home that was only three miles from their previous home 
of 37 years. Right before their move they had attended 
a reunion of Carolyn’s cousins in central Florida and 

included a visit to their niece in Orlando. Earlier, in April 
2018, Carolyn and Bill traveled to Ireland for the first 
time. After their retirement in 2003, they had taken a 
number of trips to Europe. Carolyn continues to live in 
their new home, but she faces a number of challenges 
resulting from benign head and neck tumors, which 
require surgery and radiation. Her most recent radiation 
treatment was in April 2020. I am extending best wishes 
for your complete recovery, Carolyn. In 2019, Roy and 
Cynthia Howe Baldwin ’72 (rebaldwin1@gmail.com) 
moved back to Lancaster County, PA, from Sarasota, 
FL. They are enjoying “the garden spot of Pennsylvania” 
with old friends. 

Bruce Baird (Bethesda, MD; bbaird@cov.com) con
tinues defending white collar criminal cases as senior 
counsel at Covington & Burling LLP at their Washington, 
DC, office. His son, William ’15, has graduated from UVA 
law school and will be practicing law in D.C. in 2021. 
Bruce’s daughter, Jessica, is vice president, global philan
thropy at Blackrock in New York City. Bruce says that once 
the coronavirus crisis has passed, his wish is to hike in 
Alaska and Europe. Stan and Stephanie Casper (casper 
@cmslaw.com) split their time between Orinda, CA, and 
their second home in Providence, RI, to make sure they 
have all five of their grandchildren (ages 16 to newborn) 
in view. In 2018, Stan retired from active practice as a 
plaintiff’s trial attorney after 45 years. He has been keep
ing busy with tennis, skiing, and book club. Stan is also 
the volunteer director of Project Avary, a nonprofit organi
zation dedicated to assisting children of incarcerated 
parents. He thoroughly enjoys teaching his grandkids 
to ski, play tennis, and hopefully be caring individuals. 
Stan’s favorite place to dine while at Cornell was the 
Hotel school dining hall at the Statler. ❖ Connie Ferris 
Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu; tel., (610) 256-3088. 

71 “Strange days have found us / Strange days 
have tracked us down . . .” So sang Jim 

Morrison in the title song of the Doors’ second album, 
which arrived during the first semester of our freshman 
year—and how well that spooky song describes what 
we’ve experienced in 2020. This news from our class
mates arrived during the spring, most of it just as the 
pandemic was hitting, some farther along. 

Tom Brereton (tombrereton@gmail.com) sent a long 
letter from his home in Pinehurst, NC. After graduating, 
Tom earned an MAT degree at Colgate and accepted a 
teaching position at the Miami Valley School in Dayton, 
OH. He remained there for 32 years in a variety of posi
tions, culminating in being named the head of school. 
During that time, he met his wife, Amy, and they had four 
children. “Ultimately,” wrote Tom, “we grew weary of life 
in Dayton, and I decided to pursue other headships, 
leading me to head the Galloway School in Atlanta. From 
there, I finished my career heading the Episcopal Day 
School in Southern Pines, NC. I retired last June after 44 
years in the world of independent education.” Tom now 
has a part-time position as a recruiter with the Southern 
Teachers Agency. Unfortunately, most of his travel plans 
were canceled because of the pandemic, although Tom 
and his wife did manage a road trip to Ohio to visit her 
family.So far, he said,“all is well, and everyone is healthy.” 

Ken Margolies, MPS ’11 (kam47@cornell.edu) re
ported that after more than 30 years in an informal part
nership with Jim Potterton, helping unions to find staff, 
“we are now Margolies, Potterton & Assocs. LLC (union 
search.org). Adding outstanding associates including 
Eileen Toback ’93 has allowed us to limit the time we 
spend working while meeting the increased demand for 

http:search.org
mailto:kam47@cornell.edu
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our services.” In April, Ken celebrated his 70th birthday 
on Zoom with a group that included his Cornell room
mates, Jeff Gutman and Paul Hanley. Ken and his wife, 
Robin, usually split their time between Cold Spring, NY, 
and Santa Rosa, CA, but because of the pandemic they 
remained in California after winter, because “Sonoma 
County has a very low infection rate and people are seri
ous about social distancing and wearing masks. We are 
able to take long walks (five miles or so) every day, to 
replace the gym.” 

Writing from Canton, CT, Jay Kaplan (jaybird49@aol. 
com) said: “As with many of us, or at least those of us 
who are still working, fighting for survival is taking up the 
bulk of our time right now. Small not-for-profits like mine 
as well as many small and larger businesses are now in 
serious jeopardy. There may be many more retirements 
shortly.” Sandie Feinman Antar (sandie3@aol.com) 
reported that she had been working as a docent at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, but “all the things about 
Manhattan that I love—museums, restaurants, concerts, 
theater—are now closed during the pandemic.” She’s 
pleased that her three children have “produced four 
adorable grandchildren, and we’re delighted to be antici
pating the births of three more in the fall!” 

“I call it the ‘Big Yellow Taxi’ effect,” wrote Thomas 
Nally, BArch ’72 (tnally@abettercity.org) from Brookline, 
MA. “We don’t know what we’ve got ‘til it’s gone.” Tom 
has continued his work with the Boston-based non
profit A Better City, working from home since March, 
preparing papers on the impact of COVID-19 and hold
ing staff meetings by Zoom. “I really do not like working 
from home, but we are making the best of it. I just want 
to get out and enjoy the world as we did in 2019. Good 
luck to us all.” 

Stella Mayhew Ardire (dancer@hotmail.com) of Sun 
City, AZ, retired as an RN, BSN in October 2019 and 
said she was dancing four times a week before the 
lockdown. “Now I’m just walking in the neighborhood,” 
she reported. “I’m volunteering to drive patients to their 
medical appointments, visiting two nurse friends for din
ner every other week,and watching old comedy shows on 
TV. I want to be back dancing!” Elisabeth Kaplan Boas 
(ekb7@cornell.edu) lamented the cancellation of Cornell’s 
Adult University this summer. She said she has been able 
to continue her voluntary leadership of community boards 
in the Washington,DC,area thanks to Zoom. Her husband, 
Art Spitzer, has been working on ACLU COVID-19-related 
cases on behalf of incarcerated men and women. “Art 
and I have more meals together,” she wrote, “and we are 
looking forward to a re-opened world.” 

In a note that arrived before the shutdown, Bari Boyer 
(bariboyer@yahoo.com) sent the news that she and her 
husband, Marshall Katzen ’68, had moved to Martha’s 
Vineyard, where they were participating in a play-reading 
group and a book group. They were looking forward to 
being joined on the island by their son, Brook Katzen 
’02, MPS ’04, who had made plans to move there. Jill 
Rosenfeld (JillR100@gmail.com) said she’s “happily 
retired” and living in Rockland County, NY. Scott Walton, 
ME ’72, reported that he had moved to Gainesville, VA, in 
2017 and was “getting to know a new community and 
taking care of grandchildren.”John Henrehan (jhenrehan 
@gmail.com) gamely noted that “despite arthritic knees,” 
he had continued to play volleyball and do some ball
room dancing—before the shutdown stopped him. Let’s 
hope that by the time you read this, conditions are bet
ter for all of us! Send news to: ❖ Jim Roberts, jhr22@ 
cornell.edu; or Gayle Yeomans, gay2@cornell.edu. On
line news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

72 One of the most accomplished members of 
our class, Joseph Connolly, passed away 

unexpectedly on June 5, 2020. In our day, Joe was presi
dent of the Interfraternity Council and a member of Sigma 
Chi, had an outstanding academic record at Cornell, and 
then earned his MBA at Harvard after taking a year off 
to teach high school. But his stellar record at Cornell and 
Harvard do not begin to describe what he achieved later 
in life. His obituary, published in the Boston Globe, written 
by one of his nieces, states: “He was a true intellectual 
and scholar, specializing in the areas of Islamic banking 
and global finance. He was a historian, a linguist, and an 
etymologist. He was an internationalist, a banker, and a 
patron of the arts and libraries. Joe was an educator and 
mentor, a brilliant writer, and a voracious reader. He was 
a lifelong Democrat who loved to incite his most liberal 
friends and relatives by playing ‘the role’ of a conservative 
in his communications. He was quick-witted, hilarious, 
and a complete and utter tease.” For a full description of 
Joe’s amazing career, see his obituary online at legacy. 
com. Jay Branegan, a close friend of Joe’s, tells us that 
one of Joe’s nephews observed, “They don’t make them 
like him anymore.” To which Jay replied, “They never made 
’em like him. He was one of a kind.” 

Bruce Hazen (bruce@threequestionsconsulting.com) 
is a career and management coach in Portland, OR, and 
has led Three Questions Consulting for over 20 years. His 
last book, Business Models for Teams (Penguin/Random 
House), has been translated into 13 languages. Recent 
activities include leadership coaching in emergency 
medicine and nursing at Oregon Health Sciences U., as 
well as individual career strategy consulting. A primary 
source of satisfaction for Bruce these days is supporting 
healthcare professionals by reducing suffering and in
creasing their satisfaction at work. 

Don Stanton has been working on the Colorado State 
Transportation Commission to help keep things moving 
along during the COVID-19 emergency. As a transportation 
commissioner for District 2 in Colorado, Don participates 
in formulating general policy concerning the management, 
construction, and maintenance of public highways and 
other transportation systems in the state, and he assists 
in advising the governor and general assembly concerning 
transportation policy. Richard Krochalis (rickkrochalis@ 
comcast.net) audits classes at the U. of Washington, 
mentors graduate students in city planning, participates 
as a member of the Seattle Design Commission, and 
assists with long-range planning efforts for his golf course. 
He derives great satisfaction from volunteer work that 
makes a difference in the community and for those who 
need help. Rick looks forward to traveling when COVID-19 
restrictions are over and healthy communities are re
stored, including traveling to our Reunion in 2022. 

After retiring from HP/Avago in 2006, Kevin Weits
man, ME ’73, started a consulting business focused on 
management and operations. He is still engaged in con
sulting, but his consulting work is now taking a back seat 
to an invention idea that he has patented and developed. 
Kevin’s invention, Keyhole Companion, has recently 
started selling on Amazon (US). Martin Cohn lives in 
Wilmington, DE, and enjoys dancing, theater, travel, and 
adult education. Janice Kulik Schmidt (jankulik@gmail. 
com) lives in Colorado and enjoys hiking, skiing, swim
ming, gardening, cooking, and traveling (especially to 
visit grandchildren).She retired in September 2018.Kath
leen Parrott, MA ’79 (homes@vt.edu) plans to retire this 
summer after 32 years as a professor at Virginia Tech. 

Martin Powell continues to practice architecture 
at the Design Alliance Architects in Pittsburgh, where he 

is president/shareholder. Marty originally registered as 
an architect in Pennsylvania in 1977 and is now licensed 
to practice in 12 additional states. He has worked with 
clients such as IBM, Alcoa, American Eagle Outfitters, 
Mine Safety Appliances, the U. of Pittsburgh, Point Park 
U., the Andrew Carnegie Free Library, Aquinas Academy, 
and the Art Inst. of Pittsburgh. He and a group of class
mates and friends postponed their trip to Bologna, Italy, 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Gail Povar (gpovar@ 
gmail.com)lives in Bethesda, MD, and, although she is no 
longer practicing clinical medicine, derives satisfaction 
from the sense that she is still contributing. Gail sits as 
a board member of a “central” institutional review board, 
teaches medical students and serves on the ethics 
committee at George Washington U. Hospital, is learn
ing watercolor painting, enjoys cooking and travel, and 
volunteers at her synagogue. 

As we all know, we are living through a historic period 
that echoes (all at once) the 1918 pandemic, the Great 
Depression, and the massive turbulence of the unforget
table time when we entered college in 1968. Only a few 
short months ago it would have been inconceivable that 
we would live to see such astonishing events occurring 
simultaneously. During the period between the writing of 
this column and its date of publication, it is entirely pos
sible (and perhaps even likely) that there will be other 
shocking surprises in store for us. Let’s hope that the 
relentless politicization of all issues will start to recede 
between now and then. But I strongly doubt it. ❖ Gary 
Rubin, glr34@cornell.edu; Alex Barna, alexbarna@ 
comcast.net. 

73 I write this from our weekend cottage over
looking Puget Sound, watching the progress 

of the tide—the only pandemic-safe live entertainment 
available. I’ve been working from home since March and 
may still be as you read this, and I see many of you also 
remain unretired. 

Steven Fruchtman runs Oncovia Therapeutics and 
reports that he loves his job and has three kids on the 
payroll. He misses coaching athletics but finds that his 
kids’ success provides ample satisfaction.We asked ev
eryone this month to reminisce about their favorite off-
campus food, and Steven’s was his girlfriend’s cooking 
on Eddy Street. David and Christine Dickieson Pesses 
live in Gloversville, NY, where David is a family practitioner 
at the local hospital—now seeing the children of the chil
dren he delivered! Chris has surrendered the mantle of 
the presidency but remains on the board of trustees of 
the Gloversville Public Library. They stay busy visiting 
their four grandchildren—one of whom lives in Brazil— 
and touring national parks (including trips last fall to 
Bryce, Zion, and the Grand Canyon). They fondly remem
ber fried chicken at the Dairy Barn and steak at the 
Cosmos in Collegetown. 

Paul and Dana Witt live in Gettysburg, PA, where they 
are the town’s best-known hoteliers and have just wel
comed their first grandchild. Glenn Cantor (gcantor63@ 
gmail.com) lives in Bend, OR, with spouse Inge. He’s been 
retired two years from Bristol Myers Squibb and enjoyed 
birding, hiking, and skiing until COVID hit.Alan Rosenthal 
(arosenthal@carltonfields.com) is still living in Miami,with 
a business litigation and trial practice at Carlton Fields, 
PA. In July his son became an attending physician in 
psycho-oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering in NYC. 
His other son, Ben ’13, is also in NYC as a producer for 
“CBS This Morning.” And in a “small world” moment, Ben 
produced an interview with his dad’s AEPi little brother, 
NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman ’74! Alan continues 

mailto:arosenthal@carltonfields.com
http:gmail.com
http:satisfaction.We
http:comcast.net
mailto:glr34@cornell.edu
mailto:homes@vt.edu
http:comcast.net
mailto:bruce@threequestionsconsulting.com
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:gay2@cornell.edu
http:cornell.edu
http:gmail.com
mailto:JillR100@gmail.com
mailto:bariboyer@yahoo.com
mailto:ekb7@cornell.edu
mailto:dancer@hotmail.com
mailto:tnally@abettercity.org
mailto:sandie3@aol.com
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to stay in touch with Gary and other ’73 classmates includ
ing Kevin Kramer, Fred Levine, and Barry Hartstein. 

James Hilderbrant lives with spouse Anne inWhitney 
Point, NY, and has a new job: getting his granddaughter 
off the bus each afternoon. He’s also helping his son 
organize his new construction business, but the grand
children are what makes life fun. Norman Lange and 
spouse Ruth live in North Olmsted, OH, where Norman 
has been tutoring immigrants in English to help pass 
citizenship tests and get high school diplomas. He con
siders himself extremely lucky to have all five of their 
children living in the Cleveland area. He reports that the 
only other skill he wishes he could master would be to 
put on his socks without pulling a muscle. (The lockdown 
solved that for me. Who needs socks?) He’s in touch with 
classmate Jay Stauffer, among others. Favorite off-
campus dining experience? Hot Truck suicide subs. 

Bruce Jentleson, PhD ’83 (bwj7@duke.edu) is the 
William Preston Few Professor of Public Policy in the San
ford School of Public Policy, Duke U., and received the 
2020 Duke Alumni Assn. Distinguished Undergraduate 
Teaching Award. Also, as part of his Duke sabbatical, he 
held the 2020 Desmond Ball Visiting Chair at Australia 
National U. In 2018, he received the Joseph J. Kruzel 
Memorial Award for Distinguished Public Service and is 
the author of The Peacemakers: Leadership Lessons from 
20th Century Statesmanship (http://books.wwnorton. 
com/books/978-0-393-24956-9/). Bruce also writes for 
The Globalist; he recently compared the leadership styles 
of Lincoln, FDR, and Trump.I won’t reveal how it ends—just 
in case you-know-who reads Cornell Alumni Magazine. 

Harold Benedict (b68gto@gmail.com)and wife Linda 
live in Turin, NY, where they retired from dairy farming in 
2011 and built a new modular home on the farm. Harold 
works as an insurance agent and also hauls silage and 
grain for local farms. He then unwinds in a 2017 Camaro 
RS.He has seven grandchildren, including three adopted 
grandchildren, and one on the way. He defines hap
piness as being finally comfortable and living in rural 
Lewis County. 

Nancy Dworkin Miller (nmiller@visionsvcb.org) and 
spouse Jerry are sheltering in Manasquan, NJ, near the 
beach. She still works full time as the executive director/ 
CEO of VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Im
paired, which helps over 7,000 mostly low-income blind 
individuals and their families each year. They have four 
children and six grandchildren; she says there’s nothing 
better than watching her husband teach their 4-year-old 
granddaughter to read.They’ve also been watching videos 
of their 16-year-old granddaughter learning to drive. 

Douglas Aspros, DVM ’75 (daspros@gmail.com) is 
chief veterinary officer for Veterinary Practice Partners, 
where he oversees and supports about 230 doctors in 61 
locations in the US. He finds it tough having to work at 
home—he really misses the airport. Nothing brings him 
more satisfaction these days than having plenty of hand 
sanitizer, and it appears to be working—he reports that 
his wife, Dee, and son Matt (who’s now graduated college) 
are healthy. 

As for the Ross family here in Seattle, Patti (Miller) 
’72 and I now have two granddaughters, one nearby and 
the other in West Virginia. My latest Cornell event was 
participating in the Glee Club’s virtual Alma Mater in June, 
singing the bass part into the cell phone. I continue to 
anchor the morning news on KIRO-FM, wondering if any
thing’s changed since those chaotic freshman and 
sophomore years at Cornell. My favorite off-campus food: 
making donut runs with roommates Marc Kenton, PhD 
’81, and Mark Doman in Doman’s red Mustang.❖David 

Ross, dave@daveross.com;  Phyllis Haight Grummon,  
phg3@cornell.edu;  Pamela Meyers, psmeyers73@ 
gmail.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. 

74 We received plenty of good news from our 
classmates, despite the global tragedies and 

chaos of 2020. Michele Sola was presented with a 
Living the Dream Mentor Award in April 2020 by Man
hattan Country School in recognition of her dedication 
and visionary school leadership. Michele reports that this 
award is bestowed upon “trailblazers in the struggle for 
racial and economic justice.” She started there as a Span
ish teacher in 1982 and has been the school’s director 
since 1997. She had previously been named a Pahara 
Aspen Education Fellow in 2017. More information about 
her latest award can be found at: https://www.manhattan 
countryschool.org/2020-living-dream-mentor-award
honoree-michele-sola. 

Congratulations also to Eli Goldblatt on the publica
tion of his latest poetry collection, For Instance (Chax 
Press). He is also anticipating the publication of his most 
recent academic book, Literacy as Conversation (Univer
sity of Pittsburgh Press, with co-author David Jolliffe), in 
September 2020. Eli retired in May 2019 and is a Temple 
U. professor emeritus. He lives with his wife, artist Wendy 
Osterweil, in Philadelphia. Another author and classmate 
we are celebrating is Marleen Pasch, whose newest 
novel, At the End of the Storm, was published (Penmore 
Press) in March 2020; as of this writing, it is available on 
Amazon. She lives in Boca Raton, FL, and gets the most 
satisfaction these days “helping other writers find their 
power on the page.” 

Art Leonard, the Robert F. Wagner Professor of Labor 
and Employment Law at New York Law School, reports 
that in response to the pandemic, his courses on em
ployee relations and anti-discrimination law and sexual
ity and the law are now done online. To help his students 
benefit as much as possible from the online teaching 
situation, he has been providing them with detailed class 
notes by e-mail after each session. He feels that the re
writing and expanding of his rough class notes has had 
the added benefit of making him even better prepared 
for each lecture presentation. Art also continues to 
produce a monthly newsletter, LGBT Law Notes, pub
lished by the LGBT Law Assn. Foundation of New York. 
Another classmate moving online for work is Barry Raff, 
who has been using various video telephone apps (even 
FaceTime!) for his clinical cardiology practice, basing 
operations entirely out of his home office. While noting 
such patient visits are not as comprehensive as the “old 
fashioned” in-person office visits, he finds that patients 
seem to enjoy and appreciate the service. Barry hopes 
we are all staying well and taking proper precautions, and 
he urges us all to “keep washing those hands!” 

Jose Ramos, MEP ’75 (Engineering Physics), has “set 
up a company to respond to the need to bring nursing 
home residents home and out of harm’s way.” The com
pany’s website is: www.Kin-Keepers.com. There is a very 

interesting brief video on YouTube that presents the 
concepts called “The new Aging Story.” If you are inter
ested in volunteering to help with this project, please 
e-mail Jose at jose.ramos@kin-keepers.com. From 
Wally Howard, ME ’76, came a great photo of himself 
with Dr. Scott Gillin on the slopes in Park City, UT, just 
pre-COVID-19. Wally says, “Defying our age, we tore up 
the slopes” (judging by the picture I can believe it), and 
sends his best to all. 

Lastly, a wonderful update from Esteban Rosas in 
Durango, Mexico. He has formed the Stray Cats Jazz 
Ensemble with an 8-year-old grandson on guitar and 
another 4-year-old grandchild on violin! He has a third 
grandchild, 8, who “plays soccer and is very good. I just 
watch.” He looks forward to recording the first Stray Cats 
song, and in the meantime the group plays “Ave Maria 
at 12 p.m. sharp to entertain neighbors during lockdown.” 
He and his wife, Rosa, miss Cornell and frequently watch 
the chimes concerts on YouTube, and the family all proud

‘ I call it the “Big Yellow Taxi” effect. We 
don’t know what we’ve got ’til it’s gone.’ 

T H O M A S  N A L L Y  ’ 7 1  

ly wear their Cornell T-shirts. Esteban also has a PhD 
from the U. of Edinburgh but believes nothing compares 
to McGraw Tower and Olin Hall. He is starting to write 
for a magazine weekly on the lighter side of economics 
and takes the most satisfaction these days from “family, 
music, health, hope, and my memories on the Hill.” 
Thank you, Esteban! 

All this should have us scrambling to check out class
mate publications, videos, and websites, so I hope this 
is an encouragement to others to keep sending your 
news. ❖ Molly Miller Ettenger, molly.ettenger@gmail. 
com; Jim Schoonmaker, js378@cornell.edu; Lucy 
Babcox Morris, lucmor1433@gmail.com. 

75 It is mid-June and this is the strangest column 
I have penned for Cornell Alumni Magazine. I 

just returned after a month upstate at Saranac Lake with 
Lynn Arrison Harrison, who rescued me from the stress 
of NYC! Social distancing was much easier up there! 

We just had our first (and hopefully last) virtual 45th 
Reunion! My last column encouraged you all to come 
reconnect with old friends, meet new ones, and see all 
the changes at Cornell and in Ithaca. Instead, Cornell 
canceled an Ithaca-based Reunion and provided Zoom 
lectures and university/individual college updates, and 
various video tours (see https://live.alumni.cornell. 
edu/reunion). 

The Class of ’75 had a Zoom happy hour run by our 
Reunion chair Susan Fulton (sfulton@teamwash.com) 
and our new vice president Pam Hanna (phannamenz@ 
gmail.com). Susan and husband Alan Burrows ’76 (Re
union registration chair) live in Columbia,MD,where Susan 
works for Domino’s Pizza. Pam works for Cornell in Ithaca. 
She has three sons in Kansas City, MO, St. Paul, MN, and 
McLean, VA, and she is grandma to Leo in K.C.! Approx
imately 70 classmates participated in the Zoom and 
many spoke up! I was writing fast and furiously to include 
news in the column but may have missed some points! 

Dr. Alicia Kavka (abkavka@gmail.com) lives in Port
land, OR, where she likes to canoe and kayak, and she 

mailto:abkavka@gmail.com
http:gmail.com
mailto:sfulton@teamwash.com
https://live.alumni.cornell
mailto:lucmor1433@gmail.com
mailto:js378@cornell.edu
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‘ We are 
liminal 
the in b
time.’ 
J E A N N E  L E N   

has written a picture book for kids:Winnie Loves Everybody 
(available at Amazon!). Alicia volunteered with Oregon 
Cornellians serving the needy at “the Table” and has 
taken Cornell alumni trips to Peru, Israel, and Jordan. 
Also from the West Coast, Barb Peterson Champion 
has been in Palo Alto, CA, for the past 20 years and 
claims that their county was the first to shut down due 
to the coronavirus! She and Craig ’74 have six grand
children. Barb is returning as our social media chair 
and recommends sending notes and pictures to her at 
bachampion@gmail.com; she will put them on our class 
Facebook page.While you’re at it,send notes and pictures 
to Lynn Rosenbluth Saltz, who lives in Branford, CT, 
with husband Rick ’73, MBA ’74. Lynn is our class web-
master and can be reached at lynn.saltz@gmail.com. 

Ed ’73 and Deb Reading Mace (deb.mace@gmail. 
com) live in Vail, CO, and Deb continues to help former 
roommate Susan Fulton by remaining on the Reunion 
committee. Michael Motes (mjmotes@earthlink.net) is 
retired in Chestertown, MD, and looks forward to helping 
as a member of the 50th Reunion committee as well. 
Laurie  Musick  Wright (laurie@lmwdesign.com), also on  
the Reunion committee, recently moved from Rutland,  
VT, to Latham, NY, with husband Greg  to be closer to  
daughter  Jamie  Cicchetti  Ziehm  ’99, son-in-law  Eric  
Ziehm ’99,  two  very active  grandsons  (13  and  10), and  
daughter Jennifer Musick Wright in Saratoga. Laurie con
tinues her graphic design career and has enjoyed creating  
50th Reunion yearbooks for Cornell classes in recent  
years. She is also a master practitioner in a healing arts  
modality brought to Vermont from Italy in 2005 and a  
Reiki III practitioner. Laurie enjoys being almost-neighbors  
with DG sorority sister Kimberly Christy Gordon  ’74  
from Niskayuna! 

Dave Fischell, PhD ’80 (drdrf@comcast.net) joined  
the call from Fairhaven, NJ, to report on our 45th Reunion  
campaign as our campaign chair (and he is willing to  
head up the 50th Reunion campaign!). Dave is a trustee  
emeritus  for  Cornell  and  an  overseer  at  the  Cornell  Medi
cal College. Final numbers are not in as of this writing,  
but as of the first week of June, 432 classmates gave  
$4.3 million! Dave is CEO of Angel Medical Systems. We  
welcome our new class treasurer, Steffi  Feit  Gould (who  
is retired in Woodmere, NY, and  spent much of  her  
quarantine with husband  
Perry ’74, two adult sons,  
and their  significant oth-
ers, cooking and walking),  
and continue to  appreci-
ate the efforts of secretary  
Kathleen Kelley and  our  
correspondents  Karen 
DeMarco Boroff,  Mitch 
Frank  (who just finished  
his 21st year teaching law  
at Barry U. in Orlando, FL,  
and made a pitch for at-
tending CAU programs in  
the summer, which brought fond memories from others  
on the Zoom about CAU and alumni travel programs),  
and Joan Pease. I will continue to write this column  
as well and am honored to return as president of the  
Class of 1975. I would also like to give a shout-out to our  
immediate past president  Louise Vacca  Dawe and  thank  
her for her service to our class. Louise (ldawe75@gmail. 
com) wrote Patterns on Black Ice: The Art & Sport of  
Figure Skating, and she lives in Ontario, Canada. 

Another reminder about updating contact info: Many  
of us have changed our e-mail, moving from AOL, Yahoo,  

Hotmail, and work addresses that have changed over the 
years! If Cornell does not have your current info, you are 
missing out on many event invites. If you would like to 
update your e-mail address, mailing address, e-mail 
preferences, or work information, go to cornellconnect. 
cornell.edu. Furthermore, Cornell is changing the e-mail 
forwarding policy for those who have e-mails forwarded 
from their cornell.edu e-mail address. To update your 
e-mail forwarding go to: alumni.cornell.edu/services/ 
alumni-email-services/changes-email-forwarding. 

We have more news from the Zoom call and from folks 
who have written in, but we have run out of room! The next 
column will have more, but please take a few minutes to 
send us highlights of your life after Cornell, college friends 
you have seen, and memorable moments on and off 
campus, and we’ll share the news in our upcoming col
umns. Visit our class website (http://classof75.alumni. 
cornell.edu) and our Facebook page (CornellClassof 
1975).❖Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen 
DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; Mitch Frank, mjf 
gator@gmail.com; Joan Pease, japease1032@aol.com. 

76 Hi, classmates. I am writing this column in late 
May, during this very unprecedented time in 

all of our lives—not many answers, lots of unknowns, and 
sadness for all of us who are deprived of being with our 
family and friends, and for those missing out on their 
unique high school/college graduation experiences. I 
dearly remember how much spring semester of my senior 
year meant. I’m hoping to look back feeling we got through 
this with greater appreciation. Now, on to the news, though 
it is scarce. 

Jeanne Lence Martin writes that she is using this time 
of sheltering in place to finally update her harp repertoire 
and convert her years of teaching classes and workshops 
to an online format. She speaks on topics on the ancient 
mythic connections between music and medicine applied 
to today’s healthcare environment and also has had time 
to expand her research in these areas. Jeanne notes that 
her challenge is dealing with the unknown of when and 
how this experience will end, and how the world will be 
different. “We are in liminal time, the in between time, 
where the old way of life is over and the new one has 
not yet shown itself. It may be a good time to pay at

tention to your dreams 
and synchronicities as we 
go through this transition.” 

Bill Altmann writes 
from Austin, TX, where he 
is living only a few miles 
from his two daughters 
and three grandkids. He 
misses seeing them regu-
larly at his home. Friday 
happy hour with beers in 
the yard are better than 
nothing, he says. Bill is still 
working as an engineer 

and technical writer on a contract he brought with him 
from Silicon Valley in 2018. “It pays well. Mostly writing 
patents, which is a gas!” He gets satisfaction from writ
ing and just finished writing his first novel: almost 200 
pages. Watch for it in the coming months. (The title is 
still tentative and it’s in “editorial review” by his spouse.) 

My husband, Don, MBA ’79, and I, Karen Krinsky 
Sussman, relocated this past fall to Boca Raton, FL, 
and just recently welcomed our fourth grandchild, 
Emmie Paige, daughter of our youngest son, Lloyd, and 
his wife, Lauren. Hoping to get to hold her in my arms 

in the near future! Please stay safe. With kindest re
gards: ❖ Karen Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@gmail. 
com; Pat Relf Hanavan, patrelf1@gmail.com; Lisa 
Diamant, Ljdiamant@verizon.net. 

77 As I write this, we are all learning to cope with 
the COVID-19 pandemic and adjust to our 

“new normal.” It’s been such a challenging time for all, 
devastating for so many, and no doubt has impacted our 
classmates in a variety of ways. My hope is that all of 
you and your families are staying healthy and doing as 
well as possible. 

John Speese writes from North Augusta, SC, that he 
is self-employed and works as a freelance translator. He 
notes that he is getting less work because of COVID-19 
but feels fortunate that he is used to working from home 
and can adjust to the financial hit.John and his wife,Sherri, 
have two grown children who are married and doing well. 
John says that since he and Sherri are in the high-risk 
group, they can’t be physically around their children. They 
have found this to be really hard and are grateful there 
are alternative ways to stay in touch these days.He is also 
thankful to be able to attend church services online. John 
sends this thought: “I pray for those who have lost some
one to this horrible disease, who are struggling financially 
and mentally because of it, and for an end to all of this.” 

Despite the turmoil, there is some good news from our 
classmates. Jeff Bialos lives in Northern Virginia and 
works in Washington, DC, where he continues to be a 
partner in Eversheds Sutherland. Jeff co-chairs the firm’s 
global defense and aerospace practice and focuses on 
national security and mergers and acquisitions. He was 
most excited to report that his son, Jeffrey Ethan Bialos 
’24, will enroll this fall as a freshman at Cornell in the 
College of Arts and Sciences. Jeffrey was at Cornell last 
summer as well, which gave Jeff a chance to spend some 
time up on the Hill. While at Cornell, Jeff visited with our 
friend and classmate Bob Scharf, who spends part of the 
year at Cornell as director of the Praxis Center for Venture 
Development. The center incubates Cornell startups in the 
engineering, digital, and physical sciences. Jeff writes, “If 
anyone visits Cornell, you might want to stop by the cen
ter. The innovation being fostered there is quite exciting.” 

Mark Lange writes from Atlanta, GA, where he is a 
principal at the architecture and design firm of Lord Aeck 
Sargent. He remains busy designing for the mixed-use and 
multi-family housing markets and is hopeful that the 
economic impacts of COVID-19 won’t lead him to an 
early retirement. Mark is proud to report that his daugh
ter Allison, a history professor at the Wentworth Inst. of 
Technology in Boston, had her book about the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage published by University 
of Chicago Press this spring. It is called Picturing Political 
Power: Images in the Women’s Suffrage Movement, and 
you may have read articles about it in the New York Times. 
Mark writes that an additional twist is that, just as the 
coronavirus pandemic is going on now, the Spanish flu 
pandemic was taking place 100 years ago. What’s more, 
the theme of peaceful protest that defined women’s 
suffrage also speaks to our current societal times. Look 
for the book! 

I was fortunate to attend this year’s Cornell Alumni 
Leadership Conference (CALC), which was held February 
20-23. The annual conference is a great opportunity to 
connect with fellow alumni, current students, and staff 
and learn about some of the exciting things that are 
happening on campus and in the alumni community. 
The conference generally is held on the East Coast, but, 
at the urging of our fellow alumni who reside west of the 
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Mississippi, this year the conference was held in Las 
Vegas, NV. This location presented a great chance for 
West Coast alumni to attend and they took advantage of 
it. Other ’77 alums who attended included Harry Gittel
son and class officers C. Anne Vitullo and Charles 
Ortenberg. It was fun to connect with them, participate 
in the weekend’s events, and see Las Vegas! Thankfully 
the conference occurred just before cities across the 
nation began to shut down due to COVID-19. I met a few 
Hotel school alums who were working in Las Vegas and 
am hoping that the re-opening is going well for them. 

We enjoy hearing from you and having the opportu
nity to share your stories with our fellow classmates. 
Please keep all of your news and views coming in via the 
Cornell online news form at http://www.alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/ or by contacting either of us at:❖Mary 
Flynn, maryflynn1@me.com; Howie Eisen, heisen@ 
pennstatehealth.psu.edu. 

78 Happy autumn! My inbox was full of how 
classmates were coping with the COVID-19 

pestilence as of early June. In answer to the question 
on the news form “Anything else you wish you could be 
doing?,” Mark Rust said it best: “Yes—anything else.” 
Mark also wrote, “Since all my spring performances were 
canceled, I’ve been doing some virtual concerts and mak
ing home YouTube videos. Anyone picking up a CD at my 
site gets a homemade video request that’s personalized 
for them. You can see some examples at my YouTube 
channel including ‘Ithaca Sunset’ and ‘The Huckster’ with 
lyrics by fellow classmate Arthur Lewis.” 

Derrick Mancini shifted from making alcoholic bev
erages at his Quincy Street Distillery (Riverside, IL) to 
making hand sanitizer. His wife, Elizabeth Gardner, picks 
up the story: “He discovered an unscientific lack of con
sistency in the products being made, and he predicted 
a government crackdown, so he hesitated to jump right 
in despite being absolutely besieged by inquiries from 
local businesses and residents. ‘I am going to wait and 
do it right,’ he said.Within a week, he had figured out how 
to manufacture to the government spec, designed labels, 
found vendors for scarce bottles and tops, tracked down 
adequate sources of hydrogen peroxide and glycerin, and 
located a key ingredient, Bitrex, that makes the finished 
product undrinkable.” More info and photos are available 
on the distillery’s Facebook page. 

Other classmates have taken to Zoom virtual happy 
hours/reunions.Bob Shaw was in on calls to fellow Navy/ 
Marine ROTC officer graduates (14-24 classmates) and 
his Lambda Chi Alpha brothers (17-18 classmates). Bob 
said, “Both calls were wonderful opportunities to recon
nect, share life experiences, provide support, and talk 
about future reunions.” The Class of 1978 officers have 
also had weekly virtual happy hours.The core conspirators 
are Lori Wasserman Karbel,Sharon Palatnik Simoncini, 
Pat Reilly, Angela DeSilva, Cynthia Kubas, Mary 
Bowler Jones, and Libby Waldman Strugatch, with 
occasional appearances by yours truly, Jeanne Arnold 
Schwetje, Ilene Shub Lefland, Roger Anderson, and 
Mike Bernard. My sisters in Delta Phi Epsilon also had 
a mini-virtual reunion. Sisters from 1976-79 were repre
sented. Kudos to Suzanne Tougas Snedeker for herding 
us into one Zoom session. Also on the call from ’78 were 
Lorri Lofvers, Anne Sierk, Ileane Stein Voigt, and 
Cindy Sweberg Kleiman. 

Mary Bowler Jones is taking care of her toddler grand
son while son Matt ’10 and his wife work from home 
after moving in temporarily from NYC. Daughter Sophie 
’20 remained in Ithaca after the university went online 

in March. Her senior year was dramatically different from 
those of her other family members,but she made the most 
of it—taking long, solitary walks around the Lab of O and 
Beebe Lake.Steve Kesselman, JD ’81, has been enjoying 
retirement since 2018. He writes, “I have three fabulous 
children in college. My son Sam ’22 is a member of my 
ZBT fraternity chapter; it is a great thrill to visit him on 
the Hill. I continue to stay in close touch with three of my 
1978 ZBT fraternity brothers: Bill Sternberg, Ron Frier, 
and Brian Ochs, along with other Cornell classmates.” 

Back in the working world, Lori Rothman reports: 
“In addition to consulting for the food industry, I am 
sharing the global director of sensory and consumer 
science job at Diageo.” Lori’s also staying sane by mak
ing a daily call to “someone I have not been in touch with 
recently, a different person each day.” Court Williams 
is CEO of HVS Executive Search, a retained hospitality 
industry search firm with offices in the US, Europe, the 
Middle East, India, and Asia-Pacific. “This is my 30th 
year in executive search and I’m still enjoying it very 
much. For the last 22 years, I have been a student coach 
for the Leadership Development Program each summer 
at the Hotel school; for the last 12 years I have been a 
student coach for the Marketing Executive Coaches 
Program (MECP) that counsels marketing students from 
Johnson, Dyson, and the Hotel school in preparation for 
professional life after Cornell.” 

Gary Holcomb re-entered the corporate world last 
fall as CEO of Compass Precision in Charlotte, NC. 
Compass is a manufacturer of precision metal compo
nents. “We supply customers in the aerospace, defense, 
medical device, power generation, telecommunications, 
and industrial automation markets, plus a few others 
(I’ve got a customer who operates an amusement park— 
this client is one of my favorites). Job has been great 
so far, despite the recent challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Check out our class website (https://www.cornellclass 
of78.com). Mike Bernard has been working on a timeline 
of our days on campus. And, finally, congratulations to 
Class President Emeritus Roger Anderson on his appoint
ment to the Cornell University Council. Stay healthy! ❖ 
Cindy Fuller, cindy@cindyjfuller.com; Ilene Shub 
Lefland, ilene.lefland@gmail.com. 

79 As I write this column in June, it is unfathom
able how much our world changed in a year. 

Last year at this time we were basking in the afterglow 
of our awesome 40th Reunion that was filled with old 
and new friends against the backdrop of our gorgeous 
Cornell campus and glorious weather. For much of the 
time since then, we have been in isolation. 

Video calls have been a lifesaver for so many of us. 
Mary Wilensky Kahn and Carol French Ducommun, 
MBA ’85, co-VPs for regional activities, and Liz Kutscher 
Rosenstein and Kevin Bruns, co-VPs for affinity net
working, are busy coordinating class calls around the 
world! The Class of 1979 wants to always stay connected 
with classmates, but especially now. We want to carry on 
the strong connections we have had since our Reunion. 
Because we cannot plan any in-person events, we are 
using Zoom to connect with classmates. Calls have been 
coordinated for our entire class, as well as for SDT, Kappa, 
DG, Operations Research and Information Engineering 
majors, Consumer Economics and Housing majors, and 
the semester in NYC program. Additionally, calls were held 
in Europe and Asia. In May, more than 200 classmates 
signed up for a call hosted by Lon Hoyt. Cornell VP for 
university relations Joel Malina updated us about campus 

life. We learned how to mix two drinks, then heard Corey 
Ryan Earle ’07 (nephew of classmate Shelley Earle 
Sturges), Cornell’s unofficial historian, give a fabulous 
history lecture about epidemics at Cornell. Turns out 
that COVID-19 is certainly not the first major disease to 
impact Cornell. If any classmates are interested in host
ing a Zoom call with classmates in an affinity such as 
a fraternity, sorority, sports, newspaper, singing group, 
college/class major, freshman dorm, regional group, 
Cornell class parents, or anyone you want to reach out 
to, contact Mary at mary.w.kahn@gmail.com for help 
setting up your call! 

Lemuel de JesúsVarona lives with Margie Rullan in 
Puerto Rico. Recently, his daily life was first changed by 
Hurricane Maria, followed by the January 7, 2020 earth
quakes, and now COVID-19. He said they are getting to 
be pros at this.They feel fortunate to have health and still 
be here after all these years and cannot wait to be at 
Cornell for CAU someday! Marita Doyle wrote that she 
is fine—ready (like everyone else) to see this end. “Just 
back from Acme,” she writes, “the most exciting part of 
my week! Stay safe and stay well.” 

This summer, Jeffrey Berg, ME ’80, MBA ’81, and his 
wife, Debra, drove cross-country from Arizona to Massa
chusetts over ten days (instead of flying due to COVID-19 
concerns). Along the way they stopped to see family (son 
Lowell in Austin, TX, and cousins in Richmond, VA) and 
friends (including Jeff Goldberg, ME ’80, in Tucson and 
John ’77, ME ’78, MBA ’79, and Elissa Picozzi Sterry, 
MS ’80, in Houston) at an appropriate level of social 
distancing. They also played golf at six different clubs 
in Arizona, Texas, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, and 
New Jersey. Dan Mansoor, MBA ’80, has been working 
from home for most of 25 years. Not much is different 
now except daughters Jesse ’19 and Emma ’23 returned 
to Cleveland from NYC and Ithaca and are getting used 
to room service—again. With Joyce Rothschild ’80 and 
Charlie (old English sheepdog, DVM ’28?), it’s definitely 
a “Cornell Quarantine.” 

Margie Wang said it seems like a long time ago that 
she and her husband, Bill, spent a week in St. Augustine, 
FL, with Wendy Schaenen, MD ’83, and her hubby, 
Anand Jagannath, MD ’83. That was early March, right 
before the whole country shut down due to COVID. Won
derful get-away! Margie and Bill’s daughter, Marlene 
’11, and her husband, Tom Hudson ’11, are in Boston, 
where Marlene just started a two-year retina fellowship at 
Harvard following a three-year ophthalmology residency 
at Columbia. Son Alexander ’14 works in Manhattan 
for Coty. David Langbart reports from Arlington, VA, that 
he still works at the National Archives and Records Admin
istration.He looks forward togoing back to theofficewhen 
it is safe to do so. He notes that one of the more enjoyable 
aspects of his work is contributing to the Text Message 
blog, where staff of research services share their dis
coveries in the records. A recent post is about a person 
familiar to all Cornellians. See https://text-message. 
blogs.archives.gov/2020/05/12/the-spanish-flu
pandemic-of-1918-1919-a-death-in-paris/. 

Frank Cohen lives in Hamden, CT, and is hunkered 
down with his wife, Ann, and younger daughter keeping 
themselves and others as safe as possible. He is self-
employed, engaged in freelance journalism (primarily 
restaurant criticism and food and wine writing), restau
rant consulting, and high-end wine sales, fields that 
previously occupied him full time. He kind of regrets not 
opting to retire before this pandemic struck. Frank gets 
the most satisfaction from using the extra time on his 
hands to eat more as a family and connect virtually with 

https://text-message
http:istration.He
mailto:mary.w.kahn@gmail.com
mailto:ilene.lefland@gmail.com
mailto:cindy@cindyjfuller.com
http:of78.com
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family and friends. Frank and Ann are pointing toward 
a Southeast Asian retirement in his wife’s homeland. 
Diane Gertner Berger retired after 27 years as a high 
school special education teacher and department co
ordinator. Along with her husband, Rich ’78, they are 
thrilled with the addition of a grandson to their family, 
Jack Ellis, born April 23 in NYC. 

Remember that Cornell and your classmates are here 
for you. Feel free to reach out to classmates, including 
class officers. Stay safe and healthy. If you have news 
to share, please send it to: ❖ Linda Moses, lindak 
moses@gmail.com; Danna Levy, DannaGOA@gmail. 
com; or Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthia.shea@sothebys 
homes.com. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

80 The class Reunion co-chairs, officers, and 
council quickly and gracefully pivoted to the 

“Wish We Were There” one-hour virtual 40th Reunion 
program on June 6, 2020, planned to the minute with 
outstanding presentations, interviews, contests, and 
trivia polls—and a special memorial tribute to our depart
ed classmates, dedicating the Class of 1980 Memorial 
Elm Grove on the Arts Quad.We had a terrific turnout with 
137 participants. The class picture with our Cornell shirts, 
the specially designed unique Reunion mugs, and the 
Reunion program link are posted on the class website, 
Cornell1980.com. 

Reunion started with a rousing welcome from class 
president Dana Jerrard and an overview from newly 
elected alumni trustee (and the first elected Class of 1980 
trustee) Beth Anderson. Mary Armstrong Meduski, 
Reunion campaign committee chair and trustee,provided 
an update on the generous support of over $16 million 
from our class. Reunion co-chair Todd Wolleman con
ducted a moving tribute to departed classmates and 
commemorated the Memorial Elm Grove, which will be 
planted next to the A.D. White statue in front of Goldwin 
Smith Hall. The five elm trees were supported by dona
tions from the class funds and our classmates—and 
were Todd’s initiative. 

Reunion co-chair Mollie Pulver provided a special 
acknowledgment to Reunion volunteers including: Kathy 
Biondolillo Valliere, Reunion registration chair, for her 
resourceful oversight of registration and orchestrating the 
class Facebook “then and now” photo campaign; Leona 
Barsky, MS ’81, for planning the first Reunion women’s 
program, “Any Woman, Any Study: Gender Equality and 
Equity, Cornell Women 1980-2020,” consisting of adistin
guished alumnae panel followed by a facilitated informal 
lunch discussion program;Jim and Margo Randall Bitt
ner, for their expert assistance with the farmer’s market 
program including their willingness to supply their wine 
and produce for the event; Mary Meduski, for serving as 
Reunion campaign committee chair; and Dik Saalfeld, 
correspondent, for his entertaining sense of humor and 
Reunion messages. Prior class president Jill Abrams 
Klein conducted an engaging interview with classmate 
Kathryn Boor, dean of CALS since 2010 and soon-to
be dean of the Graduate School, and invited her to join 
the women’s program at our 45th Reunion in person in 
Ithaca. Lynda Hershey Spalding,chair of the nominations 
committee, then reported on their efforts finding class 
officers and council members for the next five years and 
thanked her fellow committee members, Peter Cooper 
and Jill Klein. 

The virtual Reunion program and the prior Reunion 
planning were a phenomenal team effort spearheaded 
by the exceptional Mollie Pulver and Todd Wolleman, 

and the omniscient Dana Jerrard. Class council member 
Hillary Abbey organized the Reunion mug (available for 
special order), and Beth Bennett and Tim O’Connor 
designed the campus history and trivia contests, won by 
Lily Chu, MBA ’82, JD ’09, and Heather Nichols, and the 
Cornell music and concert trivia contests, won by Robert 
Lanza, ME ’82, Steve and Leslie Hertz Kawaler, Brian 
Myers, Diane Lurensky Alpern, and Ralph Bischof. 
The link for the historical music playlist was circulated in 
the Reunion invite e-mails. A special thank you to Lauren 
Morgenstern, associate director for Class, Student, and 
Young Alumni Programs, for her incredible assistance with 
the Reunion program. 

The class has newly elected returning and first-time 
class officers including class president Dana Jerrard, 
Reunion co-chairs Mollie Pulver and Todd Wolleman, 
Reunion registration and affinity chair Esther Elkin Mild
ner, vice president Dori Kelner, treasurer Tim O’Connor, 
secretary Beth Bennett, website community manager 
Donna Young, Cornell Annual Fund representatives 
Nancy MacIntyre Hollinshead and Jay Taylor, and 
class correspondents Leona Barsky,David Durfee, Chas 
Horvath, ME ’81, and Dik Saalfeld, as well as class coun
cil members. The officers have started to plan virtual 
“cocktail hours” and other events. Please refer to the 
class website for updated information. We express our 
deepest appreciation to the outgoing class officers and 
to Lynda, Peter, and Jill. 

Delta Phi Epsilon, the former sorority on the Knoll, 
held a virtual Reunion on June 6 and a social hour on 
June 8 and the following classmates shared their news: 
Leona Barsky, Margery Salshutz Brauner, Miriam 
Leeser, Karen Benz Merns, Susie Soltan Ritter, and 
Randi Weingarten. Miriam has been conducting re
search into the future of wireless technology in the 
Internet of Things, funded by the National Science Foun
dation and MathWorks. She recently published two high 
profile articles in IEEE Access and IEEE Wireless Com
munications. Randi, president for the American Federation 
of Teachers, served on an ILR school virtual panel entitled 
“Getting Back to School: Collaborative Strategies for 
Reopening K-12 Public Schools in a Fiscal Crisis” on June 
9 and appeared on the “Today” show to discuss the 
reopening of public schools in the fall on July 9. 

Brian Levey joined the Cornell Hillel Board of Trustees 
for a three-year term starting on July 1 and will serve 
with Leona Barsky, who has been on the Cornell Hillel 
Board of Trustees since 2011 and was recently elected 
to her second two-year term as board secretary. Cornell 
Hillel provided daily and weekly ongoing virtual pro
grams, services, and support for students as they tran
sitioned to and remained off campus during the spring 
semester and this summer, including learning and pro
fessional fellowships. 

Brian practices land use law with Beveridge& Diamond 
and lives with his family in Wayland, MA, where he was 
working remotely with his wife, Wendy, assistant general 
counsel for environmental permitting at National Grid,his 
son Garrett ’13, who works at a private equity firm, M33 
Growth, focusing on tech sector deals, and his son Drew, 
who graduated from George Washington U.School of Int’l 
Affairs and was working on emergency preparedness 
and cybersecurity issues at the Cadmus Group. Brian 
served on his synagogue’s COVID-19 task force, reviewing 
state emergency regulations and planning the reopen
ing for events. He participated in the Cornell Club of 
Boston Zoom event with classmate Mark Steckel and 
his wife, Cynthia, and classmate couple Mike Connolly 
and Myra Shapiro. 

We hope that you and your families continue to be 
healthy and safe during this challenging period.We express 
our deepest sympathy and condolences for classmates 
and their family members who were lost to the COVID-19 
pandemic and our deepest appreciation and admiration 
for the classmates and their family members who have 
been essential front-line workers. While we may be phys
ically apart, our class is with you and welcomes you to 
share your news and participate in our upcoming virtual 
events. We look forward to seeing you in person at our 
45th Reunion. ❖ Leona Barsky, llb39 @ cornell.edu; 
David Durfee, durfey_2000@yahoo.com;Chas Horvath, 
chas@horvaths.org; Dik Saafeld, rfs25 @ cornell.edu. 

81 What a time it’s been over the past several 
months—life has changed for everyone! Zoom, 

FaceTime,and working from home resonate with all of us. 
I have been working for Hadassah from home, stewarding 
my donors in Florida and New England instead of meeting 
with them in person. Google “How This Family of Four Is 
Making a Difference During COVID-19” to read an article 
I wrote on thriveglobal.com. 

I’ve had many Zoom calls with classmates, including: 
a happy hour with class officers Fred Cohen, Lisa 
Kremer Ullmann, Laura Dake Roche, Heidi Fleisch
man, Monique Van Perlstein, Mike Bell, Tanis 
MacKay-Bell, and Cathy Cosentini Bonczek; and a few 
meetings with Patti Cohen, Sandi Goldstein Karlin, 
Janet Ellison Pearsall, Gail Einbender Jacobson, 
Audrey Haddad Perrotti, and Andrea Glick. Many a 
laugh was had by all! 

From the West Coast, Susan Swern (Boulder, CO) 
tells us that her employer, Global Greengrants Fund, 
launched an organizational care initiative to ensure the 
health and well-being of their team. The intersection of 
environmental, social, and economic justice has always 
been their mission, yet with the pandemic, all of the 
advisory boards and grantees needed to adapt and 
pivot. Linda Stern (Redwood City, CA) is into container 
gardening, binge-watching Netflix, and adjusting to no 
socializing or dating. She misses live music, beaches, 
parks, festivals, and visiting her kids. 

Carolyn Barlow-Dall (San Diego, CA) has been stay
ing home.She has a rental unit on Kauai, which went from 
90 percent occupancy to zero in a flash. She has been 
staying healthy and doing a lot of reading. She also has 
been doing a lot of FaceTiming with her daughter and 
granddaughter (9 months old) who live in D.C., as well 
as her son and his wife in L.A. Dolores Gebhardt was 
sworn in remotely as a VP of the Westchester County Bar 
Assn. She chairs the WCBA Community Recovery Task 
Force, which assists first responders and local busi
nesses to recover from the economic devastation caused 
by the pandemic. She is a partner at Goldschmidt & 
Genovese, a matrimonial law boutique in White Plains, NY. 

Yves Andre Martin recently moved to Seattle from 
California. He bought a house in Washington, sight un
seen, off the Internet during the pandemic. He works for 
a politician in California and is looking to reconnect with 
folks in Seattle. Jane Waldman has her own executive 
search firm, recruiting RNs who are urgently needed dur
ing this coronavirus pandemic (Waldman & Co.). She also 
works as a talent agent in NYC for CCLTalent Management, 
her daughter’s talent manager. 

Back on the East Coast, Mary Cusano Amsterdam 
moved to NYC in August 2019 when the nest was empty. 
The 7 p.m. clap out became a very important part of her 
day to day; it was kind of “proof of life” in their mostly 
deserted neighborhood of Battery Park City. Howard 

http:thriveglobal.com
http:cornell.edu
mailto:chas@horvaths.org
mailto:durfey_2000@yahoo.com
http:cornell.edu
http:period.We
http:Cornell1980.com
http://alumni.cornell
http:homes.com
mailto:cynthia.shea@sothebys
mailto:moses@gmail.com
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Homonoff (Tenafly, NJ) works with Accenture consulting 
and is a regular contributor for Forbes. He looks at the 
impact of COVID-19 on sectors such as TV production, 
advertising, streaming, and podcasting. 

Jane De Angeli (Bethesda, MD) volunteers with 
CollegeTracks, an organization working to increase col
lege access for low-income students. She has made 
bread, waffles, yogurt, and more during the pandemic! 
Susan Felleman (Columbia, SC) is grateful for Zoom 
and FaceTime, cooking, and gardening. Roni Kasten 
Fishkin has her first grandchild, Ella Shae, born on June 
7; this gives Roni her first taste of pink hair bows, since 
they have three sons! Cathy Ode has enjoyed weekly 
Zoom calls with Barb Giuffre and Steve Flash, JD ’85, 
and loves Cape Cod. 

Claudia Bloom (Rockaway, NY) is grateful to be 
healthy and have food and shelter in these trying and 
challenging times. She launched a company four years 
ago, Rock Locations in Rockaway, NY, which represents 
home and business owners in her community for produc
tions. She continued networking, staying in touch with 
her owners and potential clients, and doing interviews 
and Zoom meetings with production groups. Claudia 
also coaches actors and has continued to coach a bit 
remotely. And as a research editor, she has had some 
at-home magazine work as well. Her son, Ben, lives in 
Manhattan, but he came back to her house at the beach 
to help out. The good news is having so much time to
gether—each day they work out, practice yoga, cook, 
and watch “Mad Men” together. 

Anne Gozonsky Zaccardo is a graphic designer in 
the marketing department of Jewish Federation of Greater 
MetroWest in Whippany, NJ. She has been working from 
home in Short Hills, NJ, spending most days in a combina
tion of Zoom calls with co-workers and doing design work 
in her converted home office. She had been teaching 
private piano lessons to students in their homes, but now 
gives them online piano lessons. It’sa different experience, 
but the students (and teacher!) adjusted pretty quickly. 

Marianne Van Sicklin Knight (Toronto, ON) has been 
supporting her husband’s lease finance business’s IT 
needs.Miriam Harris (Virginia Beach,VA)graduatedwith 
another undergraduate degree in electrical engineering 
from Old Dominion U. Way to go! Sadly, Erik Engberg 
tells us that Chris Evans died on January 13, 2020. He 
is survived by his wife, Debbie, and his two children, Sam 
and Madeleine. Their friendship started in U-Hall 1 during 
freshman orientation week. 

I remain optimistic that this is a tipping point in our 
world before we build back better. We want to hear from 
you, and we hope to see you in person for Reunion in 
June 2021. Stay well, healthy, and connected. ❖ Betsy 
Silverfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net; Steven Barre, 
scbarre@aol.com; and Tanis MacKay-Bell, TanisMBell@ 
gmail.com. 

82 We hope you are all well and staying safe as we 
manage our way through the coronavirus crisis. 

On a positive note, I can say that even during a crisis our 
class has remained active and continues to maintain con
nections to Cornell and the Ithaca community. Thank you 
for continuing to share your stories and news. 

From Long Island, we received quite a bit of news from 
Neil Best (nbest1@gmail.com). First, he reported that his 
daughter Simone ’19 celebrated her graduation last year 
along with her cousin Lauren Goldman ’19 and Jeremy 
Wessel ’19, son of Neil’s Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity broth
er Paul Wessel ’83. Lauren’s father is Neil’s brother-in-law 
George Goldman ’87. Neil also reported that in early 

March, he joined his fraternity brothers for a weekend in 
Las Vegas, an outing thatwould not have occurred if it had 
been scheduled for later in the month. Neil writes, “Among 
the ’82ers who made the trip for golf, gambling, and 
other merriment were Rich Gold, Tom Carbone, Nathan 
Rudgers, Brian Pickerall, Marc Rockford, Doug Ross, 
Allen Pong, Alan Hoffman, Mike Hecklinger, and Jim 
Criscuolo.” Neil also noted that he’s in his 35th year as 
a sportswriter at Newsday on Long Island and never 
misses an opportunity to sneak in a reference to Cornell 
sports in his stories. In 2019, he wrote a story involving 
the events of the March 1979 Providence-Cornell ECAC 
hockey quarterfinal. Neil interviewed Lou Lamoriello, 

‘Farmers are essential, so life goes on 
in a rather normal way.’ 

T E R R Y  K I L M E R  O O S T E R O M  ’ 8 2  

the President of the Islanders, for the story and reports, 
“Lou was the Providence coach that night, and was a 
good sport humoring me by talking about Cornell’s epic 
comeback at Lynah Rink.” It’s a great story about a great 
hockey game. You can watch the video on YouTube or 
google Neil’s story. 

Another participant in the Las Vegas weekend, Brian 
Pickerall (bmpickerall@gmail.com), writes us from Falls 
Church, VA. Brian reported, “Just before everything shut 
down, a bunch of the men of Pi Kappa Alpha (‘82-85) 
met for a weekend in Vegas. In all, 26 brothers were in 
attendance. Golf, hiking, storytelling, and a few old songs 
sung. A great weekend. The picture of us all at the Bellagio 
is awesome!” 

One of our many farmers, Terry Kilmer Oosterom 
(cornelltko5@yahoo.com), reports, “Life for me hasn’t 
changed much, thankfully! Farmers are essential, so 
life goes on in a rather normal way. We continue to plant 
and grow vegetables, fruit, and flowers.We all feel blessed 
that our existence continues. But we miss our family and 
friends!” Terry also noted that the coronavirus has im
pacted her family celebrations. She writes, “My youngest 
son graduated from Michigan State with no pomp and 
circumstance due to the virus—we should have gathered 
in East Lansing on May 2 to watch him graduate with a 
double degree. Luckily, he’ll get his chance in 2022 when 
he gets his master’s!” 

We have news about a unique birthday gift, as many 
of our classmates celebratea milestone birthday.Michael 
Marrero (big29red@yahoo.com) writes, “In honor of my 
significant birthday and to commemorate our full-house 
legacy with youngest son Troy’s acceptance to the Class 
of 2023, Cathy (Caliguire) ’84 had Essex, MA, sculptor 
Chris Williams create Touchdown 6.0, the newest addition 
to this Cornell family. Mike, Cathy, Tyler ’13, Trevor ’16, 
and finally Troy cannot wait to get back up to Ithaca once 
this COVID pandemic comes to a halt!” Mike’s photo of 
Touchdown 6.0 is up on the Alumni Photo Gallery (http:// 
cornellalumnimagazine.com/photogallery/). 

From Atlanta, Lori Schreiber Kirschner (atlkirschner@ 
aol.com) writes in with her husband, Ron. Lori reported, 
“COVID-19 has made life extremely busy for me. I work 
with a medical device company and we are very busy 
trying to keep up with orders and the safety of our em
ployees across all of our manufacturing and distribution 

facilities.” Beyond COVID, she notes,“I just celebrated my 
60th birthday. Rather than allowing the pandemic and 
the fact that I was turning 60 be a downer, I got up, did a 
combat online exercise routine, went on a two-and-a
half-mile power walk, and then went to work (at home). 
We have two grown boys, one who just got married last 
May. Fellow Cornellians at the wedding were: Tim ’81, 
MBA ’87, and Debbie Sopher Matson, MBA ’87, and 
Amy Gallent.” 

From Bern, Switzerland, Mark Stenzler (mark.stenz 
ler@active.ch) continues to work for the Swiss federal 
government. Mark writes, “Switzerland’s longest-running 
radio program, Blues Zeppelin, celebrated 30 years on 

Swiss Community Radio with a four-night concert series 
in Bern, featuring blues artists from all over the world. I 
continue to host the program on Radio Bern in the Swiss 
capital, and the program is rebroadcast on WRFI-Ithaca 
Community Radio.” 

Paul Weisman writes (psweisman@hotmail.com), 
“As section chief of cardiology and a practicing inter
ventional cardiologist, my colleagues and I are working 
to help patients while limiting our exposure to COVID-19, 
which is not an easy task. Many COVID-19 patients have 
heart issues as part of their disease process. I want all 
of our classmates to stay safe because, as you know, we 
are all old now (as my children like to point out). It seems 
impossible that our upcoming Reunion is the 40th! Rained 
out Slope Day seems like yesterday, right? Be safe.” 

Enjoy your fall and your families. Please continue to 
send us your news. Take care. ❖ Doug Skalka, dskalka@ 
npmlaw.com; Nina Kondo, nmk22@cornell.edu; Mark 
Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

83 Wow, the world has certainly changed since 
my last column eight months ago. I sincerely 

hope all of you and your families are staying safe and 
healthy during the novel coronavirus pandemic and 
related quarantines/shutdowns. 

As some of you are already aware, we lost our class
mate Bob Lipman in late March from a COVID-19-related 
illness. Bob had a long career as an employment attor
ney at his own firm on Long Island, and was also the 
co-founder of Docuvisory, a blockchain fueled human 
resources platform. Bob is survived by his wife of29years, 
Allison Plesur, and three children, Micaela ’15, Lily, and 
Asher ’23. Bob’s friends will remember his generosity 
of spirit, warm smile, hearty laugh, and devotion to the 
Buffalo Bills. May Bob’s memory be for a blessing. 

Elizabeth Cogan has been working during the quar
antine as an essential employee at a 24-hour full-service 
community crisis center. Liz is gratified that she has been 
able to help in some small way during the pandemic. When 
not working, she enjoys her personal relationships with 
family, friends, and colleagues, hiking, cooking, and bak
ing; she also presided over a virtual book festival in March. 
Maureen Saunders, DVM ’87, wrote that even though 
she is not a human doctor, as a veterinarian she has been 

mailto:mef29@cornell.edu
mailto:nmk22@cornell.edu
http:npmlaw.com
mailto:psweisman@hotmail.com
mailto:big29red@yahoo.com
http:flowers.We
mailto:cornelltko5@yahoo.com
mailto:bmpickerall@gmail.com
mailto:ler@active.ch
mailto:nbest1@gmail.com
http:gmail.com
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84 C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  

Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   84Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   84 8/12/20   4:01 PM8/12/20   4:01 PM

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
   

 

 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

  
   

  

  
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
      

 
   

    
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 

        

 
  

 
 

  
 

    
 
 
 
 

       

     
 

     
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

   
       

 
     

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 
 

          
 
 

 
          

 
 

 
  

  

            

an essential worker. According to Maureen, “Initially things 
were really quiet, and people didn’t want to venture out 
for even their sick animals. After six weeks, clients are 
home and usually able to make any appointment time, 
so they are being a bit more demanding. We are social 
distancing by keeping clients out of the office and just 
bringing in their animals. It is taking three times as long 
for an appointment, which means one-third fewer ap
pointments, and more stress overall. But, thankfully, I 
am healthy, my staff is healthy, my family is healthy, and 
I still have time to walk my dogs and ride my bicycle!” 

Michael and Sheila Palmer Buthe ’84 are pleased 
to share that their daughter, Caroline ’19, graduated from 
Arts & Sciences last year and is working as a paralegal in 

NYC with plans to attend law school next year. Their son, 
Matthew, also graduated (from Drexel U.) last year with 
a degree in information technology and is working for a 
small consulting company outside of Philadelphia. All of 
the Buthes recently returned from a family trip to South 
Africa, where they went on a safari and spent time in Cape 
Town and the wine country. Stuart Cavalieri has left 
private practice and now works as a cardiologist at the 
V.A. hospital in Augusta, GA. Stuart also teaches cardiol
ogy fellows at the hospital and enjoys taking care of his 
dog, Hallie. Rob Keesling lives in Bel Air, MD, and retired 
last year from AT&T after 29years in the telecom industry. 

What’s going on in your lives? Please send an e-mail 
to any of your class correspondents so that we can include 
your news in future columns. You may also post news at 
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/ or on our 
class Facebook page. Best wishes to all. ❖ Tom Helf, 
tomhelf@aol.com; Stewart Glickman, stewartglickman 
@gmail.com; Kim Todt, krt5@cornell.edu; Jon Felice, 
jbfelice@jbfelice.com. 

‘Our most recent call included 32 
classmates filling the Zoom quilt.’ 

M I C H A E L  E R L A N G E R ,  B A R C H  ’ 8 6  

84 Hello all! Let’s get right into some news from 
our classmates that I hope will lift your spirits 

and bring back some good memories of Cornell. 
Some of us were going crazy with cabin fever this 

spring! So, creativity came to the rescue. Members of our 
class (there were some from other classes . . . but heck, 
the more, the merrier!) got together on a virtual mini-
reunion via video chat! The reunion was of members of 
the Cornell Gamma Chapter of Alpha Phi Omega Service 
Fraternity. The virtual gathering was a total success thanks 
to organizer Debbie Brown Goldman. The memories, 
jokes, and remembrances of pranks flowed from David, 
ME ’85, MBA ’86, and Lisa Starsky Bronstein, Elizabeth 
Parrella, Jeff Smith, Kathy Sferra and husband Jim 
Salvie ’83, Dolores “Hi-Dee” Roeder Palmer, DVM ’87, 
David McIntyre, Ed Seydel ’83 and wife Sarah Munroe, 
Stephanie Robinson ’86, and yours truly, José Nieves. 
We had a blast! I encourage other ’84 groups/friends 
to follow the idea and use virtual tools to keep in touch! 
We all were amazed how we all kept our looks from 35 
years ago (NOT!). 

Jennifer Merritt Chantz (chantzfamily@comcast.net) 
keeps busy fundraising as a consultant for nonprofit 

organizations and working at Merritt Meadows florist. 
While she and her husband, Gregory, are not yet retired, 
they travel quite a bit to Italy, France, Germany, and 
Austria/Hungary. She still remembers her days at Cornell 
dining at the Moosewood Café and Willard Straight Hall. 
Amy Allen Moorman (aallen88220@gmail.com) is 
happy to have returned to the public sector, having been 
appointed as director of training and workforce develop
ment for Shelby County Government in Memphis, TN. 

Keith Kefgen now runs his own company, Aethos 
Consulting Group. He has a little guy named Eli, 3, who 
keeps him very busy. Keith hopes to travel more. He 
enjoys work, family, travel, and golf. He remembers din
ing at Souvlaki House when he was at Cornell. Ted Clark 

(tedclark58@gmail.com) has started a new business. 
Douglas and Barbara Reynolds Davenport keep busy 
working in teaching and farming. Their daughter gradu
ated from Cornell in spring 2020—100 years after her 
great-grandfather! One of their sons also graduated 
from Cornell in 2019. 

Gail Rowe (gail.rowe@laroche.edu) is now one of the 
more senior professors at LaRoche U. in Pittsburgh. 
Recently, she has been transitioning to prepare for retire
ment (and to accommodate family responsibilities). She 
is training her younger biology faculty to take over student 
research programs that she created and ran for the past 
12 years. Gail has spent time caring for her elderly 
mother (still in Central Islip, NY) while working 400 miles 
away. This challenging experience has helped motivate 
her to learn online teaching skills to prepare for early retire
ment. In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, she is 
utterly fascinated since her BS is in Microbiology and her 
PhD is in medical microbiology/immunology. She remem
bers dining during her Cornell days at the Pancake House 
(by the lake on campus). She had to walk past it to get 
to her morning calculus class, with the smell of bacon, 
coffee, and syrup in the air.Given a choice between pan
cakes and calculus, she would prefer pancakes! 

Again, please remember that Class of ’84 Cornell news 
is always welcome! As I always end my column (and I’m 
sure you must be tired of reading this line), news from 
any Cornell event you attend, either regional, national, 
or international, is welcome! Don’t forget, you can write 
to me anytime. I’m very friendly—I promise to write back 
to thank you! ❖ José Nieves, jmn12@cornell.edu. 

85 Hello, fellow alums! I know we are all pretty 
upset that we couldn’t be in Ithaca for Reunion. 

I mean, all the way back in April it was canceled and here 
we are, almost July as I write this, and we are still social 
distancing, wearing masks, and seeing one another via 
Zoom or FaceTime. It’s a crazy new world, and we are all 
looking for our new “normal.” I hope this finds you well, 
dealing with kids being home from college or school, 
stocked with toilet paper, and enjoying time with family. 

Alejandro Badia wrote in, stating that he’s expand
ing his OrthoNOW orthopedic urgent care network to New 
York City. He’s focusing on hand and upper limb surgery 

for international patients that come to Miami.He is recov
ering from major knee surgery and looking forward to 
getting back to playing tennis. He is also preparing for his 
10- and 12-year-old to enter adolescence. His greatest 
satisfaction these days lies in making dinner and spend
ing the night on his boat in Biscayne Bay or the Florida 
Keys. He would like to be able to show his kids locations 
in Ithaca of pivotal moments during his Cornell years. 

Larry Carbone, JD ’88, is thrilled to be retired! He lives 
with his wife, is homeschooling his 7-year-old son, is the 
chairman of the board of a nonprofit that works with dis
advantaged children, and is taking time to watch and 
play sports,exercise, and read. He’s happy to do what he 
wants—not what someone else wants him to do. Larry 
would like to travel to Ithaca and see Cornell games and 
friends, and he would like to see family more. 

Renee Karaim Farris lives with her husband, Steven, 
in Sparks, OK. She has been working from home since 
mid-March, and when she wrote she was expecting to 
return to work on June 1. She is an operations manager 
for Baker Hughes,an oil and gas manufacturing company. 
Due to precautions related to COVID-19, Renee has not 
been able to see her daughter, who lives in a group home, 
since March. She misses her hugs and kisses. She also 
had to postpone a surprise birthday party for her son, 
as well as a trip to Sweden. This virus has certainly 
isolated many of us. She has connected with family and 
friends through video chats. 

I have been continuing to work. I am a clinical nutri
tionist at a continuing care retirement community. We 
have 60 residents in skilled nursing, 50 in assisted living, 
and 400 in independent living. We have taken serious 
precautions handed down by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, which governs skilled nursing 
facilities, and by our own corporate offices. This has kept 
us free of any serious cases. We did have four residents 
test positive, but their subsequent tests were negative 
and they never had symptoms. It’s been stressful, but 
worth the precautions. 

I have been keeping in touch with Leslie Nydick, 
Cindy Cowan Bowman, Maryellen Fisher Magee, Jill 
Beckenstein Lerner, Debbie Eisenstat, Margaret 
Vanasse, Elizabeth Mozesky Langston, Tara Shuman 
Gonzalez, Sharon Tolpin Topper, and Karen Magri. We 
try to get together weekly by Zoom or FaceTime and it has 
been sanity-saving for me.It’s wonderful to“see”andhear 
from one another as well as be there for each other. We 
may have missed Reunion, but we can laugh, joke, give 
advice, and toast one another. We highly recommend it! 

Have a fabulous day. Remember that this too shall 
pass. We will get through this together. Wear your mask, 
wash your hands, keep calm, and carry on! ❖ Joyce 
Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@comcast.net. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

86 Those of you who are fans of “The Brady Bunch” 
will remember an episode where Jan says, 

“Marsha, Marsha, Marsha” to express her dismay that 
everyone is focused on her older sister. Our classmates 
(and the world) can replace that lament with “COVID, 
COVID, COVID.” The pandemic is undeniably affecting 
everyone. The updates we received pre-COVID-19’s emer
gence remind us of our days interacting with the outside 
world at will. The later updates are focused on the impact 
of the virus on our lives and the desire to stay connected 
to our friends and Cornell in various ways. 

Many classmates shared news of their careers and 
hobbies. Julie Bick Weed is still writing for the New York 
Times business and travel sections from Seattle (www. 

http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
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http:Miami.He
mailto:jmn12@cornell.edu
mailto:gail.rowe@laroche.edu
mailto:tedclark58@gmail.com
mailto:chantzfamily@comcast.net
mailto:jbfelice@jbfelice.com
mailto:krt5@cornell.edu
http:gmail.com
mailto:tomhelf@aol.com
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:aallen88220@gmail.com


S E P T E M B E R  |  O C T O B E R   2 02 0  85 

Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   85Class Notes SeptOct 20.indd   85 8/12/20   4:01 PM8/12/20   4:01 PM

        

        
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 

  
   

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 
 
 

 

     
 

      
      

   
 
 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 

   
 
 

  
   

  
  

  
 
 
 
 

  
            

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

         
 
 
 
 

           
         

 
 

  

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

       
 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
  
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

julieweed.net). She is president of Seattle’s Cornell alum
ni club (4,000-plus members and growing!). In addition, 
when high school is in session, she helps low-income 
students with college essays and scholarship applica
tions. Julie is thrilled to be the parent of two Cornellians— 
Class of 2019 and Class of 2022. Ming Wong, MBA 
’89, writes, “Since January 2020, I have been working for 
Enuma, an ed-tech startup based in Berkeley, CA, and 
Seoul, to bring its Global Learning XPRIZE winning suite 
of early childhood literacy and numeracy mobile applica
tions to Southeast Asia. Also, my daughter, Zoe ’13, got 
married to Alex Chan in Lake Tahoe!” Ellen Fox-Snider 
shares, “Since the tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, FL (my daughter’s high school), 
I have been involved with the Center for Mind-Body 
Medicine in helping our community heal, especially the 
students in our high school.” Mark Brandt writes, “After 
discovering long-distance triathlons six years ago, I 
made it to the world championships for the 70.3-mile 
Half Ironman in Nice, France, last fall. Although I just 
learned to swim in the past six years, I had a respectable 
161 in the world in my age group.” 

Despite the sadness of lives interrupted by COVID-19 
comes news of turning our collective lemons into lemon
ade and enjoying unexpected time with adult children. 
Eric Suss writes, “Like everyone else, the pandemic has 
greatly altered my family’s plans. My older daughter, 
Rachel, is a second-semester senior at Yale and is now 
back at home. My younger daughter, Nina ’23, is a fresh
man at Cornell (Arts & Sciences) and she is also back at 
home. Nina had just walked onto the Cornell track and 
field team but obviously won’t be competing this spring.” 

Tom Barreca shares, “It’s great to have my son, Mac 
’20, home, but we are crushed that his senior spring 
semester was a victim of the virus. We hope Cornell 
finds a way to enable this 2020 graduating class to 
celebrate at least the hallmarks of a Cornellian’s last 
weeks on-campus: Dragon Day, Slope Day, Senior Week, 
Commencement, etc. We’ve been doing a lot of cooking 
and grilling with our (adult) kids and rediscovered things 
like Cornell Chicken and a number of recipes from Moose-
wood.” I bought into a growing craft soda company, 
Hank’s Gourmet Beverages. While we are acutely feeling 
the pain of the shutdown nationwide, one silver lining:our 
supermarket customers continue to see root beer floats 
as a fun, tasty activity while they’re trapped indoors.” 

Richard Forte is optimistically looking forward to this 
fall: “My daughter, Julia, was accepted to CALS Class of 
2024 and looks forward to social distancing in Ithaca we 
hope this fall. My hematology/oncology practice in Lake 
Success is now much less busy in the time of COVID. 
I’ve been using some of my free time to take Corey Earle 
’07’s course on Cornell history and follow the Cornell 
hawks via livestream.” 

Michael Erlanger, BArch ’86, sent the following, 
which exemplifies the Cornell spirit of inclusion and con
nectedness: “Several of my BArch ’86 classmates and 
members of the Class of ’85 planned to attend Reunion 
in June. When the event was canceled, I organized a Zoom 
call to connect with a handful of classmates. Few in num
ber, not feeling like a Reunion, we challenged ourselves 
to include as many classmates as possible on our next 
call. Provided with contact info, I invited our entire class 
to join our ‘Cornell Church’ every Sunday morning. Each 
week more ‘congregants’ join the call, and our most recent 
(eighth) call included 32 classmates filling the Zoom quilt, 
including friends from around the globe, including Canada, 
Greece, and England. Conversations take many direc
tions: Cornell memories, comedy, seriousness, shoptalk, 

autobiographies, the effects of current events,and virtual 
walking tours. When ‘church’ is over and the week begins, 
a storm of personal messages circulates, reminding us of 
the incredible relationships our unique university experi
ence provided us.And to add artistic richness,one of our 
most talented classmates memorializes each call with a 
sketch. These can be viewed at: http://cornellalumni 
magazine.com/photogallery/. Yes, we were robbed of 
Reunion weekend in Ithaca witha limited number of class
mates, but the silver lining has been reconnecting and 
spending every Sunday morning with each other. Amen.” 

Lastly, on a very sad note, Jenny Graap writes, “Our 
classmate and dear friend Kimberly Foster Giordano 
passed away in a ski accident in late December. Kim’s 
lacrosse and field hockey teammates all mourned the 
sudden loss. Services in Atlanta were attended by Elsa 
Waymer Dempsey, Anne Ferree, and Jenny Graap, while 
Kate HowardJohnson Jones organized donations for 
a memorial fund. How lucky we were to have such an 
awesome friend, and we will do our best to keep her 
memory alive in our hearts forever.” ❖ Lori Wagner, lori 
wagner86@gmail.com; Michael Wagner, mwagner 
123@gmail.com; Toby Goldsmith, toby.goldsmith@ 
gmail.com. 

87 Greetings, classmates! I’m writing to you at the 
end of May—the conclusion of the third month 

of my COVID stay at home. I had a two-week head start 
on many Marylanders, because the nursing home where 
my mother resides has the dubious distinction of being 
the first place in the state witha potential COVID outbreak. 
So much has happened since then. I’d like to say that my 
free time during quarantine has been exceptionally pro
ductive, but it has consisted largely of half-read books, 
partially watched Netflix series, and printed-out recipes 
that never made it to the dinner table. Still, it’s been 
comforting to connect more with family and friends. I’m 
thinking of you all and hoping that “normal” will have 
emerged by the time you read this column. 

Here’s what’s in the news. Lisa Rathmann Stewart is 
among the many families with a Class of 2020 graduate. 
When the stay-at-home order was issued, Lisa’s daughter 
Erin had already decided to spend her spring break on 
the U. of Idaho campus to finish her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts senior project. Confronted with the news that there 
would be no graduation ceremony, Lisa’s family wrote 
and recorded a humorous message and posted it on 
Facebook: “Years from now, it will probably show up as 
a Facebook memory and remind us what we looked like 
after a month of no haircuts! My hat’s off to all members 
of this resilient Class of 2020.” When she wrote, Lisa and 
her family were planning to drive from San Diego to 
Moscow, Idaho, for the in-person graduation ceremony 
and celebration in August. 

Wendy Anderson-Brachfeld has “been surprisingly 
busy during the COVID-19 pandemic.” She has found 
teaching remotely from home to be “a challenge, but an 
interesting and welcome one.” Wendy’s daughter—who 
has been living at home during the pandemic—graduated 
from Columbia Law School: “It was a new experience for 
all of us to graduate remotely. There was a lot less traffic 
and we didn’t have to worry about sun hats,but we missed 
the crowd a bit too.” Wendy offers some advice: “If you 
aren’t friends with Heidi Heasley Ford on Facebook, you 
are missing out. She makes me smile almost every day.” 

Brooke Johnson White writes about the effect of 
the pandemic on her current college students: “My son, 
Colin White ’22, came home when the Cornell campus 
closed. My daughter who attends U. of Pittsburgh did as 

well, and my other daughter at NC State is hunkering down 
in her off-campus apartment. So empty nester, no more!” 
Brooke was “at Cornell for a pre-planned visit, which 
turned into more of an evacuation when they announced 
classes were suspended, so it was bittersweet.Colin loves 
Cornell and all of the friends he’s made, so it was dif
ficult leaving, as I am sure it was for everyone.” She did 
manage to grab one last lunch from Collegetown Bagels 
before heading home, though! 

Christine Weiss Beidel reports,“The effects of COVID 
hit our community fast and hard. Almost immediately, 
with some friends, I co-founded the Bergen Mask Task 
Force in Bergen County, NJ, and we have distributed close 
to 20,000 cotton masks to hospitals, police, EMTs, fire
fighters, and more since March 20. I stopped counting 
how many I sewed after 400 and we are still going strong.” 
Christine’s son is a graduating high school senior, head
ed to Princeton in the fall. “Sorry it’s not Cornell,” says 
Christine, but she is happy that her son will be close to 
home. Thomas Hurbanek hopes to enjoy traveling again 
soon. In the meantime, he reports on his August 2019 
golf game in Hilton Head with Tom Bowman ’89: “It was 
the first 18 holes for my 9-year-old son, Grayson!” 

Kimberley Alkins mentors EdD and PhD candidates 
for an online university, serving on their doctoral commit
tees (as chair, second member, and external reviewer), 
and also is a publicity chairperson and newsletter editor 
for a local nonprofit women’s organization that gives 
financial assistance and college scholarships to students 
and groups in need. The thing that brings Kimberley the 
most satisfaction these days is being able to care for 
her 87-year-old father and “help him to live his best life 
possible.” David Gruen, MD ’91, has a new career as 
chief medical officer at Watson IBM Health Imaging, 
where he focuses on emerging technology in radiology 
(i.e., Artificial Intelligence). David still practices clinical 
radiology—mostly women’s imaging—one day each week. 
Yoyen Aurora Lau has a private practice in family med
icine. She enjoys spending time with her friends and 
family (one daughter in medical school, another daughter 
studying abroad in Australia, and a son in high school). 

Please keep sending your news our way. We love 
hearing from you! You can submita Share Your News form 
or e-mail any of us at the following addresses: ❖ Lisa 
Burns Griffin, LAG77@cornell.edu; Whitney Weinstein 
Goodman, wwg5@cornell.edu; and Liz Brown, etb29@ 
cornell.edu. 

88 Greetings, Class of ’88. It has been an inter
esting and somewhat turbulent summer. As 

we look toward the fall, I am looking forward to a cooler 
and more temperate season on many fronts. I want to 
thank everyone who shared news with us and would like 
to start with an announcement from Susan Sosnow: “I 
expect to get married in 2020! 5' 11" Jewish vegetarian 
hippie in North Florida,Class of ’88, seeks male counter
part. Doa mitzvah,friends—send him my way!” Apart from 
seeking the perfect man, Susan is spending her time 
growing fruit trees and looking into doing foster care and 
possibly adoption. The things that bring her the most joy 
these days are biking and gardening. 

David Tsui, ME ’89, wrote in to tell us that over the 
course of three years he has gone from being an engi
neer at Boeing, to acting as an airline pilot, to becoming 
a technical pilot at Boeing. David writes, “My role as a 
technical pilot involves regulatory affairs. It is about as 
exciting as the term ‘regulations’ can be. But to keep it 
interesting, I am required to maintain pilot qualifications 
in at least two Boeing models.” On the home front, son 
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Isaac has turned 10; remembering what life was like when 
we were 10, David notes that things are certainly differ
ent for Isaac. FaceTime, tablets, computers, and e-mail 
are all totally normal. David’s wife, Sherry, is working at 
a hospital lab, running the test machinery and carrying 
out medical tests and being an eyewitness to the pan
demic. At the time of his submission, David and Sherry 
were still inCOVID lockdown and looking forward to getting 
out of the house and being able to eat at fine restau
rants. The things that bring them most satisfaction these 
days are doing volunteer work and joining other Cornell 
alumni to help out at a local food bank. 

Richard Calhoun (North Wales, PA) tells us, “The 
COVID-19 crisis has changed things dramatically, but I 
am looking forward to a slow return to some sense of 
normalcy.” Currently, Richard is the CEO of a boutique 
investment banking and wealth management firm based 
in NYC.For Richard and wife Jeanne, 2020 was a big year. 
Their sons were graduating college and high school, but, 
like so many, those events were canceled. They are 
holding out hope that their daughter’s wedding can still 
happen in October—fingers crossed! 

Geetanjali AkerkarRuthen, MD ’93, and Russ 
Ruthen planned a weekend in Ithaca on March 20-22, 
taking their twins who were high school juniors, Avi and 
Amar, to tour Cornell. Geetanjali was attending her first 
meeting of the President’s Council of Cornell Women. 
“Of course, the campus was closed and students were 
sent home earlier in the week. Since the pandemic, we 
continue with remote learning and working, although as 
a gastroenterologist, Geetanjali has to take care of 
patients in the hospital. We celebrated our son Neil’s 
graduation from Oberlin College—bittersweet for the 
Class of 2020—as they moved their tassels in their living 
room. Thank you, Class of ’88, for the Zoom calls. I have 
enjoyed many CU lectures and music posted. I joined 
CUeLINKS and have connected with undergraduates. 
Looking forward to a trip to campus in the next year!” 

Alison Minton has sent in news about her cockatoo’s 
TV jobs before, but he did a really big job in March. He 
was on “Saturday Night Live” with Daniel Craig. It was 
the last live show before lockdown. “Chris the Cockatoo 
and Daniel Craig worked beautifully together. Daniel 
Craig said he had no bird experience, but he turned out 
to be a bird whisperer. He was very affectionate and 
playful with Chris, and Chris loved him.” Here is the link 
to their sketch, which was about coronavirus: https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwjRnJ9hNDw. 

As always, thank you to everyone who submitted this 
time around! Please keep sharing news and we will 
include it here in the future. Even though we seem uber
connected with all the modern technologies, we really 
don’t keep up with each other the way we might think, so 
please drop us a few lines about work, play, family, travels, 
who you are still in touch with from our Cornell days— 
anything you want! You can contact us through our web
site at https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/, or send 
any of your class correspondents an e-mail. Warm regards 
from: ❖ Debbie Kaplan Gershenson, dag97@cornell. 
edu; Aliza Stein Angelchik, aangelchik@sonorusbrand. 
com; Lynn Berni, lynnsuzanne@yahoo.com. 

89 A Zoom call provided a way for many of us 
to enjoy a virtual happy hour during Reunion 

weekend! Class officers and Reunion chairs led the list 
but were not the only revelers. Since I shared my iPad 
with my high schooler during the spring online instruction 
months, I accidentally signed into my Zoom calls as “Kerith 
McGarry’s Zoom,” which perhaps is what happened to 

one “classmate” named “Persilly’s Zoom Room.” My heart 
goes out to all those who had reunions, weddings, trips, 
proms, and graduations postponed or snuffed out. How 
thankful are we that we enjoyed an in-person, memorable 
30th Reunion last year! 

Currently, a wide yellow flag flies from our home. Early 
in quarantine, we added Disney+ to our survival tools at 
home and Swiss Family Robinson was one of our early 
selections. In an effort to deter pirates from landing on 
the family’s island home, Father Robinson runs a yellow 
flag up the mast and the pirates quickly sail away. His 
sons look at him, confusedly. Father explains it is a quar
antine flag signaling that their island was plagued with 
illness. A black dot in the middle meant the ship had the 
bubonic plague. My husband and fellow ’89er, Michael 
McGarry, ordered the flag to signify our family’s com
mitment to keeping me safe during the pandemic. I hope 
that when you read this in the autumn that you are well 
and we will see children making plans to return to school 
buildings in some form. 

What a treat to receive a bunch of letters from which 
to craft this column, and especially to hear from one of 
our good friends from freshman year. Roger Pilc (roger. 
pilc@yahoo.com) writes that he and his wife, Mary Beth, 
have two high school boys: James, a sophomore at time 
of writing, and Matthew, a senior. Matthew will be attend
ing Cornell in the Class of 2024, majoring in Information 
Science in Arts & Sciences. Roger played a couple of 
seasons of lightweight “150s” Sprint Football with my 
husband on the Hill; however, he says his Matthew is too 
big a person for the Sprint team!Congratulations on get
ting your son through a challenging senior year of high 
school and on to Cornell! Roger writes that he “works at 
Epiq Global”; his business card reads president, legal 
solutions business, located in New York City. I imagine he 
has been working from home quite a bit. What brings him 
the most satisfaction these days? “Supporting charities 
and ministries and being on boards: Fellowship of Fathers 
Foundation, Nireekshana ACT, Young Life, etc.” I was not 
familiar with the first two and loved looking at the web
sites of these impressive international organizations. It 
made me smile to see the third because we love serving, 
locally, with Young Life, too! 

Classmate Eleonora Gafton (Gafton@comcast. 
net) wrote this of her quarantine experience: “I live in 
a condominium and we are being asked to stay in our 
own units and not congregate in common areas or the 
mailroom. I do my daily four-mile walk or light run to at 
least stay active. I am also following a twice-a-week 
yoga program online.” Eleonora also wrote about her 
small patio garden: “I have fresh herbs and a few 
greens that are yielding great additions to my daily 
meals and it allows me to connect with the food that 
nourishes my body.” She shares, “I’m in the last class 
of my doctoral program in clinical nutrition, and I am 
looking forward to the completion of my program by 
next spring. I created a business page on Facebook, 
and I am sharing my recipes now that I have time to 
develop and experiment. Perhaps a cookbook in the 
future . . .” Her page is: https://www.facebook.com/ 
EnG-Nutrition-108728187479517/. Like many of us, she 
reflects that she’s “looking forward to being able to 
connect with people in person and just have a great 
visit and share a meal. Zoom meetings are getting old; 
I’m missing the human connection.” 

From sunny Florida, Nicole Tingus Pappas (nicole. 
pappas@kenblanchard.com) writes that she loves her job 
designing “programs that maximize the human touch and 
social interactivity.” Nicole shares that her three teen kids 

excel in school: Ella and Ava, twin13-year-olds, in the arts, 
singing, and dance, and novel writing, respectively; and 
son Dmitri, 16, who won a gold medal as a national and 
international jiu-jitsu champion. Nicole looks forward to 
enjoying “more personal time in the future.” Tony Huang 
(THuang@Heights.RE.com) is a partner with the Heights 
Real Estate Co. 

Again, thank you, classmates, for sharing your news. 
I pray you remain healthy in every way. ❖ Lauren Kidder 
McGarry, laurenkiddermcgarry@gmail.com; Stephanie 
Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Kristina Boro
vicka Gerig, kgerig@columbus.rr.com; Anne Czaplinski 
Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu. 

90 Cornell’s 2020 virtual Reunion will certainly 
go down in history as a unique weekend of 

creative and thought-provoking events that allowed 
alumni around the world to reconnect and share positive 
energy in troubled times. Over 8,000 Cornellians in 66 
countries and six continents participated, and not just 
from the 0 and 5 classes. The oldest alumna who par
ticipated in the festivities was 105 years young, Barbara 
Keeney Mandigo ’37. We learned that, as an undergrad, 
she met First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt at Cornell during 
an event! For me, the moist poignant Reunion moment 
came during Cornelliana Night, when a memorial video 
tribute to President Emeritus Frank H.T. Rhodes was 
presented by trustee Ezra Cornell ’70. I especially liked 
the photo of Frank with Carl Sagan. 

It was alsoa lot of fun! As Cornell’s first virtual“BigRed 
Bucks” millionaire, I would like to buy you all a round of 
drinks at the no-longer-there Connection. A strawberry 
daiquiri, perhaps? Had I put as much effort into study
ing for Chem 207 as I did preparing for the trivia contest, 
perhaps I’d be a pediatrician in Los Angeles instead of a 
WHO consultant in Kobe. I really enjoyed learning things 
about Cornell that I didn’t know or had forgotten from 
my days as a campus tour guide. In any case, it was a 
great diversion from the train wreck of a year we have 
been having. Plus, I got a nifty T-shirt from the Cornell 
Store! Thank you to all the classmates who cheered me 
on through the 15 questions. Unfortunately, I wasn’t 
able to see the excitement building in the Zoom chat as 
I edged closer to becoming a millionaire. All the good 
vibes and congratulations on the class Facebook page 
were much appreciated. 

Before I move on to the news, I have a special shout-
out from an honorary member of our class, Trevor Steer 
’89. “Hi there, Class of 1990. Even though I am ’89, I feel 
equally a part of your class and was looking forward to 
celebrating your 30th Reunion with you. BTW, I have 
missed ONLY your 5th Reunion. Hoping to see you at your 
35th.” Save a dance at the tent parties for me, Trevor! 

There seems to be a super effective love spell in Don
lon Hall where Dan and Lucy Rinehart Robin met as 
freshmen on North Campus. Their daughter, Alina Robin 
’19, BA ’18, MPS ’19, and her boyfriend, Chris Worden 
’19, also met in Donlon. The multi-generational Cornell 
couples are in Massachusetts, weathering the COVID-19 
stay-at-home guidelines along with Matt and Kaya (the 
other Robin children) and two dogs. Lucy occasionally 
has Zoom catch-ups with Laura Calvert Richardson and 
concludes,“This is the first time we didn’t make it to Ithaca 
for Reunion since graduation (me, too!), and we missed 
hanging out with our fellow Reunion faithful! I really ap
preciated the virtual Reunion, but we’re already looking 
forward to 2025!” 

Happy 28th anniversary to Dena Blum-Rothman, 
MS ’96, and her husband, Philip Rothman ’91, whose 

mailto:ac98@cornell.edu
mailto:kgerig@columbus.rr.com
mailto:savidon1@hotmail.com
mailto:laurenkiddermcgarry@gmail.com
mailto:THuang@Heights.RE.com
mailto:pappas@kenblanchard.com
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daughter, Sydney, graduated from Muhlenberg College 
with a degree in psychology and a certificate in elemen
tary education. Their son Matthew, a junior at Worcester 
Polytechnic Inst., is a robotics major. Their youngest 
child, Ethan, is an eighth grader at Hamden Hall Country 
Day School. Dena owns Infant Aquatics CT and teaches 
survival swimming skills to infants and toddlers. 

Deb Lifshey ’89 sent a shout-out to Mike Myers, 
who is saving the earth while working in the New York 
attorney general’s office on environmental issues. “I 
went to the grand opening of 
the ILR extension near my of-
fice and it was incredible. I’m 
about to embark on a diver-
sity and inclusion certificate 
with them.” In small world 
stories, Deb’s U-Hall 4 room-
mate, Kim Mussman, is a 
NYC high school history teach-
er where one of Deb’s closest 
family friends is a principal. 
A number of years back, Deb 
also reconnected with Chris
tine Monterosso, literally 
bumping into her at a mater
nity ward where they were both getting sonograms. Deb 
is general counsel of a consulting firm after spending 
some time in HR early in her career. She and her family 
enjoyed a trip to Morocco just prior to the pandemic-
related quarantines. 

Hats off to our dedicated Reunion planning team of 
Elinor Langfelder Schwind, Alysia Sinrod Reid, Jeff 
Goldstein, and Dave Coyne, who invested a lot of time 
and energy in creating an amazing 30th weekend sched
ule.Following Cornell’s difficult and disappointing decision 
to not hold a physical event in Ithaca, the team quickly 
brainstormed ideas to make virtual“face-to-face”connec
tions, despite not being able to have Reunion on the Hill. 
Over 150 classmates from all over the world, including 
Asia, Australia, and South America, registered for our 
virtual 30th Reunion. 23 classmates participated in 
Reunion for the first time ever, so online events will be 
included in future Reunions. The class council is cur
rently working on a schedule of Zoom events that will 
allow us to renew old connections and also form new 
bonds with classmates that we didn’t cross paths with 
while we were students. If you have ideas for virtual get 
together topics or would like to volunteer to lead one, 
please contact class president Caroline Misciagna 
Sussman at cms268@cornell.edu. 

The next issue will be recapping the class virtual 
happy hour, so don’t miss it! In the meantime, here are 
some places to stay virtually connected: Facebook.com/ 
Cornell90; Instagram, @cornell_class_of_1990; class 
of90.alumni.cornell.edu. Thanks for reading, and take 
care. ❖ Rose Tanasugarn, nt28@cornell.edu; Allan 
Rousselle, agr2@cornell.edu. 

91 We certainly live in interesting times. As I write 
this in late June, all in Ithaca are waiting for 

Cornell to announce its plans for the fall semester and 
potentially the 2020-21 academic year. There have been 
adjustments to our lifestyles, and positivity and fun still 
evolves. Here are some notes from our classmates. 

Jennifer Leeds is co-leading the COVID-19 response 
for Novartis. She also shared the following, “Our son 
Tjaden Hess ’20 is graduating from Cornell this month, 
and we are heartbroken that we cannot see him receive 
his diploma and celebrate in Ithaca. Our younger son, 

Max, is headed off to college in the fall (we hope) and  
so we will be empty nesters!” At the same time, Jennifer  
remarks that the most satisfaction in her days comes  
from “seeing my sons becoming independent adults.” 

Jill  Weisman Pflaum, MBA ’97 (Wayzata, MN) writes,  
“Four kids, ages 9-14, keep us round-the-clock busy,  
so we are mostly in that phase now. Lots of fun and  
short-lived—so no complaints!” Jill is looking forward to  
more travel and cultural escapades in the future. “These  
are somewhat on hold with kids’ activities, camps, school,  

and visiting aging parents.” 
She adds that the most satis
faction in her life these days  
comes from “old friends,  new  
friends, family, accomplishing  
work milestones (both my hus
band and me), and seeing my  
kids accomplish their own 
milestones.”  Becky Remis  
(Scotia, NY) remarks, “Hap
pily engaging my high school  
science students in online  
learning! Also awaiting the ar
rival of a chocolate lab puppy.”  
When not doing that, she is  

happy gardening, hiking, and biking. 

 

Congrats to Renee Exelbert, who has written her first 
book, Chemo Muscles: Lessons Learned From Being a 
Psycho-Oncologist and Cancer Patient. In it, she reflects 
on her experience of confronting her cancer diagnosis, 
as the doctor becomes the patient. Check it out! Jason 
Feinsmith and family are doing quite well, given the 
times. His son, Ari, wrapped up his first year in civil 
engineering at Mission College, his daughter, Leora, is 
enjoying theatre in high school, and his wife, Elana 
(Adleman) ’89, just finished up her certificate in finan
cial life planning, in which she plans to build a private 
practice. Jason has started a new position at a boutique 
analytics consulting company and has had a wonderful 
transition with his colleagues. Although his dad passed 
away at the end of 2019, he and the family are grateful 
for so many wonderful memories. 

As always, if you are interested in getting involved 
with any class positions (and we are always seeking), 
please contact our class president, Jana Pompadur 
Kierstead, at jkierstead@hbs.edu. Check out our web
site for yourself at: http://cornellclassof1991.com/. 
We’d love to hear from you about anything! Submit your 
news via the online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/, or contact any one of us directly: ❖ 
J. Tim Vanini, lavanooche@icloud.com; Wendy Milks 
Coburn, wmilkscoburn@me.com; Lori Woodring, lori. 
woodring@yahoo.com; Joe Marraccino, Joe.Marraccino 
@wfafinet.com. 

92  I’m writing this three and a half months after  
COVID-19 changed our day-to-day lives. We  

just learned yesterday that Cornell is planning to resume  
in-person education in a hybrid fashion back on Ithaca’s  
campus, which resulted in a huge sigh of relief for our  
ris  i ng sophomore daughter. It pained me and my husband,  
Todd  Kantorczyk, to see her struggle with distance learn
ing and the uprooting of her life on the Hill. But it also  
warms our hearts to see how deeply she has fallen in love  
with Cornell—the campus, her friends, her sorority, her  
college, etc. While  fall 2020 will  look and feel different, we  
are hopeful and thankful. I know coronavirus has affected  
all of us in so many ways—some far more deeply than  
others, as we mourn the loss of one of our classmates,  

New York City ER doctor Lorna Breen. Hopefully by the 
time you are reading this, things are looking up and we 
can seea light at the end of the pandemic tunnel. Thefirst 
section of our column will focus on life during COVID-19. 
The news that follows was submitted prior to lockdown. 

Jessica Ingram-Bellamy responded to COVID-19 in 
her role as the director of communications and partner
ships for the New York City Dept. of Health and Mental 
Hygiene.In addition to helping keep NewYorkers informed, 
safe, and healthy about the coronavirus, she launched 
media campaigns to address the dangers of e-cigarettes, 
hookah, sugary drinks, hypertension, obesity, and smok
ing. Jessica loves horses; in her free time, she both rides 
and helps them to help others via the equestrian program 
in NYC. Jessica’s son is a huge Cornell ice hockey fan, 
and while he’s just starting high school in the fall, he is 
already eyeing Cornell! Go Big Red! 

Kelly O’Brien-Fairley is a teacher in the Geneva, NY, 
Central School District. “Since May 15, I have been home 
doing my job while also overseeing the education of eight 
of my own children. We adopted seven children beginning 
in 2017, which has radically altered our plans. Previous 
to that, we had adopted four children, who were moving 
into adulthood. This has been a drastic turnaround back 
toward the days of elementary school and sports, but 
we have no regrets.” 

Janelle Piccone Styles wrote that she and her family 
usually split time between Florida and New York, as they 
are able to work remotely. But the quarantine and return 
of her boys from Hotchkiss kept them in New York since 
March 6. She says, “It’s been a blessing to unexpectedly 
have a full house! My husband and I, sons Graeme, 16, 
and Michael, 18, and various pets are working, studying, 
maintaining Sky Acres Airport (a family-owned airport 
adjacent to our home in Dutchess County, NY), and shar
ing household chores during this strange new time. This 
forced ‘slow down’ has been the most incredible gift.” I 
know many feel the same about the “stolen time” with 
our kids. 

John Venegas reports on how his life has shifted 
during the pandemic. “As part of a national accounts 
management team (at Compass Group), we were already 
well suited for remote working. However, our success 
comes in relationship management—tough to do when 
you can’t fly to see your clients! It takes hours of video 
meetings and calls to keep us on a new cadence, and 
humanity to nurture those relationships from afar. With 
hospitality being mortally impacted by social distancing, 
we are working diligently to change our value proposition 
to fit into the post-COVID-19 work landscape. Providing 
food service in corporate America will need to be execut
ed in ways we had previously not thought possible.” For 
John’s home life, he says, “Like so many others, my ad
ditional roles as high school principal, athletic director, 
counselor, facilities superintendent, and head chef all 
contribute to distracted daily existence. Tough, but really 
building my relationship with my two sons! I can’t wait to 
travel in health and safety again!” 

In other news, Audrey Van Voolen is a clinical psy
chologist in private practice in Skaneateles, NY. She 
recently expanded to create a group practice. Her oldest 
child will start college in the fall. “Not Cornell—she wanted 
to go to California.” Michael Malarkey lives in Bethesda, 
MD, and recently joined Treliant as chief client officer. 
In early March (pre-COVID) he was back on campus for 
Cornell’s track team reunion. He raised a glass one last 
time at Rulloff’s (before the building was torn down to 
make way for new construction) and is missing pizza at 
the Nines (now closed). Michael loves to travel, drink wine, 
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and play golf. Jamie Stallman is chairman of radiology 
at Moses Taylor Hospital, Regional Hospital of Scranton, 
and Tyler Memorial Hospital. He and his wife have four 
kids ranging in age from 12 to 18, and he loves watching 
his kids “grow, develop, and succeed.” His favorite dining 
experience at Cornell was the “all you can eat” at Robert 
Purcell Union (now called RPCC) with one swipe of his 
Cornell card! 

Be well! Thank you for all of your submissions and 
please keep the news coming! E-mail us or use the online 
form at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 
Thanks, and take good care!❖Jean Kintisch, jmk226@ 
cornell.edu; Lois Duffy Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu. 

‘Baltimore’s newest brewery is the 
brainchild of Ernst Valery and 
David Wendell.’ 

C H R I S T I N E  J E N S E N  W E L D  ’ 0 0  

93 Here’s to scientific advances, global health and 
peace, and every one of you finding strength, 

health, and lemonade as everything evolves. In this 
column, we are highlighting our class’s beloved ice 
hockey captains, Ryan Hughes and Christina Patter
son Moylan. Both were a key part of the spirit of our class 
and the whole Cornell community as they led their teams 
and rallied us to continue traditions of success and 
school spirit. 

First, we hear from Ryan, captain of the men’s hockey 
team. Best memory of your career at Cornell?“Taking the 
ice in front of the Lynah Faithful. The energy in the rink is 
unrivaled. A close second would be winning the first game 
of the NCAA Tournament in OT at Michigan.” Best aca
demic memory? “Toss-up between Psych 101 and wine 
tasting.” Best hockey game memory? “When we beat 
Harvard at home in the play-offs for the first time in five 
years, and Jason Vogel jumped up onto the glass to kiss 
his girlfriend.” Best locker room memory? “When Coach 
McCutcheon handed out practice jerseys the day after 
Jason skipped practice to help his girlfriend move into 
Collegetown. Jason went from the first line to defense 
that day. We initially thought it was a joke, but he played 
the whole season there, and I lost my left winger. Learn
ing experience for him, I guess?” 

Advice from coaches that has stayed with you?“Shoot 
more. I was known as a playmaker, but maybe I took the 
role a bit too seriously.” What would you tell your fresh
man self?“Be patient.You have four years here.” And your 
senior self? “Honestly, the advice would be similar. I was 
in a hurry to get out of the minor leagues and into the 
NHL. I wanted it too badly. I guess the advice would be 
to respect the process; don’t rush it.” 

What advice would you give the current hockey team? 
“Make it happen. These guys have an incredible oppor
tunity to create lasting memories for themselves and the 
great fans who cheer them on. Bond together; be a team 
in every single aspect of your time there. This should be 
special for you.” Is hockey still a part of your life? “It is. 
I have two girls and a boy who all play. I coach the two 
younger ones. My son’s team was the second-ranked 
team in the US this year. My brother is also an NHL agent 
representing guys like Patrice Bergeron, Kris Letang, 

Darnell Nurse, and many others. His oldest son plays as 
a freshman for Northeastern, and his 16-year-old son 
plays for the US U-17 national team. His name happens 
to be Jack Hughes, but not the one you’re thinking of— 
not yet anyway. Hockey runs deep in our blood.” 

And from Christina Patterson Moylan, co-captain of 
the women’s team (and my Bool St. housemate!). Best 
memory of your career at Cornell? “I love all of the people 
that I became close with over the four years. I don’t see 
or speak with them all the time, but when I do, it’s like I 
just saw them yesterday. A special shout-out to my team
mates (1989-93) as well as the women of Linden Ave. 
and Bool St.!” Best academic memory? “Looking back, 

the academics that had the most impact on me had 
nothing to do with my major, courses like astronomy, sex 
and gender, and Greek mythology. I now realize that this 
is an important purpose of higher education, to expand 
your horizons.” Best hockey game memory? “There were 
not as many teams back then and playing outside of the 
Ivies against teams like Providence or New Hampshire 
was always challenging and we could never win. In my 
first year, we came close a few times, only losing by one, 
and the intensity of those games, and the roar of the 
crowd support, I still remember clearly. I also had the 
privilege of playing with so many outstanding women. 
Chantal Toth Cotton was a skilled goaltender. Having 
teammates with so much strength and talent certainly 
elevated my own game.” 

Any advice from coaches that has stayed with you? 
“During freshman year, I had typical transition-to-college 
struggles—how to balance academics, athletics, social 
life, responsibility, freedom. Coach pulled me into his 
office and sternly (to put it mildly) recommended that I 
think hard about my goals and purpose at Cornell. It was 
a turning point in how I approached school and the game 
thereafter.” What would you tell your freshman self? “Erin 
Stokes Majernik is a solid friend and very wise and you 
should listen to her more; spend less time at Dunbar’s; 
and a few other things that I am not going to admit 
publicly.” And your senior self? “I know that you’re ner
vous, but moving to Washington, DC, after graduation 
with Beth Napjus and Andrea Panico with no job and 
no idea what you’re going to do next will turn out to be 
good. Sometimes you have to just take a leap of faith 
that things will work out.” 

What advice would you give the current hockey team? 
“They are probably the ones that should be giving me 
advice. If you haven’t had a chance to see them play, they 
are an incredibly disciplined, competitive, and talented 
team. There are so many more opportunities for women 
who play the sport today; I would encourage them to take 
advantage of those. I learned a lot about leadership, 
teamwork, friendship, and collaboration—as well as win
ning and losing—that has served me well in life, so even 
if youdon’t continue to play after graduating, the time and 
effort was not wasted.” Is hockey still a part of your life? 

“Yes, but not the same way it was. I played for several 
years after graduating, but then other life commitments 
and fear of breaking a body part permanently got in the 
way. I usually try to see several games at Cornell every 
year. I have three kids but, despite my best efforts, have 
not been able to convince any of them to play hockey.” 
❖ Melissa Hart Moss, melimoss@yahoo.com; Mia 
Blackler, miablackler@yahoo.com; Theresa Flores, 
taf6@cornell.edu. 

94 Heather Hubbell Cook Kase is the director 
of sales for BrandMark, a corporate apparel/ 

promotional product branding company. She writes, “I’m 
excited to report my oldest child, Jack Cook ’24, will be 
attending Cornell as a freshman this fall. He will be study
ing computer science in Arts & Sciences.” Congratulations! 

Please drop us a line to let us know how you are 
doing in these strange times. How has your life changed 
recently? What brings you satisfaction these days? ❖ 
Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.edu; Jen
nifer Rabin Marchant, jar1229@yahoo.com; Dika Lam, 
dikaweb@yahoo.com. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

95 The Class of 1995 celebrated our 25th Re
union virtually this year and has announced 

that on account of this year’s cancellation we will plan 
traditional Reunion activities for summer 2021. So look 
for correspondences coming your way in the next few 
months to plan this. 

I was fortunate to jump on a Zoom call on Friday, June 
5 with 100 or so other Class of 1995 alums. Outgoing 
class president Lisa Powell Fortna spoke to our class 
and introduced our new slate of officers, including our 
new (or more appropriately, returning) president Shawn 
Hecht Morris; VP/communications Stephen Friedfeld; 
treasurer and Reunion registration chair Steve Strell; sec
retary Jennifer Helgesen, MPA ’97; class correspondent 
Alison Torrillo French; Reunion co-chairs Patty Louison 
Grant and Lisa Fortna; historian Abra Benson Perrie, 
MBA ’04; Cornell Fund representative Erica Gould; and 
class council members Kimberly Miller Beres,Veronica 
Brooks-Sigler, Eva Loh, Anne Catlin Johnson, Karen 
Zeitlin Velardi, Michael Vetrano, Erica Wiedrick Myers, 
and Isela Hernandez. 

The following day, some tuned in on an exclusive Class 
of 1995 Facebook Live event to hear from our own pub
lished authors and speakers. Afterwards, Tara Dawood 
interviewed Wayfair founders Steve Conine and Niraj 
Shah as part of a Red Talks event. There were also numer
ous other university-sponsored virtual activities that 
weekend, including one from President Martha Pollack. 
We also encouraged folks to plan some individually or
ganized freshman floor and other extracurricular group 
virtual get-togethers that took place in the days leading 
up to our virtual Reunion (I knew of third-floor Mary Don
lon Hall of 1991 and Cornell Daily Sun Zoom calls that 
successfully drew many people). The popularity of the 
virtual events has the officers thinking that it would be 
interesting to plan more virtual events next year to com
plement the Ithaca-located events. What do you think? 

Brooke Yules James reports that she is living in 
Franktown, CO, and owns a veterinary practice with four 
other people. “COVID-19 has made family life much 
more intensive at home,” she says. “We have seven 
acres, so I am so grateful that my kids have plenty of 
land to run around on.” Brooke has three kids, 17, 14, 
and 8 (at the time she sent in her update). She wishes 
she could’ve done more skiing this past year. “They 

http://alumni
mailto:dikaweb@yahoo.com
mailto:jar1229@yahoo.com
mailto:dmp5@cornell.edu
mailto:taf6@cornell.edu
mailto:miablackler@yahoo.com
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closed the mountains in March. It was an epic season— 
cut short. However, I started skiing before Thanksgiving 
with our early season snow! So I got my money’s worth.” 

Chris Hill is living in Ferrisburgh, VT, with his wife, 
Alethea, and daughters and selling robotic milking equip
ment and design barn layouts to help dairy farmers in New 
England and eastern New York become more efficient. “I 
am balancing work while coaching some of my second 
and fourth grade daughters’ sports teams and playing a 
little hockey myself,” he says. “We always enjoy living in 
Vermont with the mountains and lake nearby. This has 
become even more of a blessing during the coronavirus 
outbreak, allowing us to go for walks in the numerous 
parks and trails in the area and even to continue skiing 
by hiking up some of the local ski areas when they were 
closed. I wish we were able to see the men’s and women’s 
spectacular hockey teams have a chance to see if they 
could go all the way.” 

Vernetta Kinchen, who like many of us was working 
remotely when she sent in her update, is happy to an
nounce that her youngest son was accepted into CALS 
in the Class of 2024. What did she miss during the 
coronavirus quarantine? “I can’t wait to go out to a 
restaurant and have a nice dinner,” she said. 

Sadly, this is my last column for the Class Notes. It has 
been fun the last five-plus years doing this, but I have to 
pass the torch. If you are interested in writing this column 
for the class going forward, please contact Alison. ❖ 
Scott Lajoie, scottlajoie@hotmail.com; Alison Torrillo 
French, amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof 
95.alumni.cornell.edu. Class Facebook page, http:// 
bit.ly/CU95FB. Online news form: http://www.alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

96 Responding to an energized populace, a vast 
array of organizations have been standing up 

in support of Black Lives Matter and its efforts to create 
positive and lasting change in our society. And while we 
are certainly living through a momentous time in history, 
we are also doing something about it through activity that 
takes many forms. For example,Belia Pena is fighting for 
justice by litigating cases for children and young adults 
who have fled from their countries of origin and are 
requesting asylum in the US. She has advocated for them 
before immigration and Federal District Court judges. 
She is also training and supporting attorneys who are 
new to immigration law, creating “bench strength” for 
the future of American Dreamers. 

From his post on the steering committee, Krishna 
Collie shared a statement of solidarity from the ILR 
Alumni Assn.’s Minority Council. It included the following 
call:“We urge alumni to look for constructive ways to make 
progressive changes to discriminatory practices and 
racism in law enforcement, the broader criminal justice 
system, in our respective work institutions, and in society 
as a whole. We must speak up and not be silent. We join 
in this commitment as ILR alumni together with the many 
other Cornell alumni, departments, offices, and student 
organizations, in support and solidarity. It is not enough 
to only be a sign of diversity. We each can be an agent 
for change.” 

When responding to the request on our class Face-
book page to share what we are doing in support of social 
justice, Hanna Pennington humbly asked: “Does ‘not 
enough’ count? I’m in NYC trying to make sure I’m doing 
more, including as a parent, to be a meaningful ally and 
work to keep up the pressure and momentum for real 
change.” Dear classmates, the answer to Hanna’s ques
tion is YES! Where making sure every underrepresented 

voice is heard, every effort you make matters! And so we 
continue. Keep fighting the good fight. Keep connected. 
And keep sharing what you’re doing so we can all support 
each other in shaping a more equitable future! ❖ Lee 
Hendelman, LeeHProHelp@gmail.com. 

97 Greetings, Class of ’97. Please drop us a line 
to let us know how you are doing in these 

strange times. How has your life changed recently? What 
brings you satisfaction these days? ❖ Sarah Deardorff 
Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu; Erica Broennle Nelson, ejb4@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. 

98 Reunion 2020 had a great turnout this year, 
with close to 10,500 alumni members tuning 

in to Cornell’s first ever virtual Reunion! Many Cornellians 
have sought to reconnect with one another online in 
meaningful ways during these unprecedented times. 
We hope that all our classmates and their families are 
safe and thank you for staying in touch. Here are some 
updates we received from the Class of 1998. 

Shawn Nashawndra Jackson writes, “As a newly 
elected county supervisor in Warren County, MS, I am 
thrilled to be serving my local community. We, like many 
communities, are faced with [unfunded] mandates, 
budget constraints, and shifting social needs. I’ve been 
busy learning and applying skills I picked up in corporate 
America.” Shawn has three sons who keep very busy with 
sports and school. Sahana and Raghu Gopalan have 
been happily married for19 years and have three children: 
Meru, 13, Saisha, 10, and Vaishnavi, 6. Raghu writes that 
he has “been very blessed and humbled to be involved 
in the marketing strategy for AstraZeneca Oncology,” 
and in the current COVID world, he wishes he could just 
travel and engage in friendly neighborhood meets. He 
and his family have been enjoying long walks. 

Jennifer Betit Yen shares that she was a featured 
panelist at the New York Women in Film & Television event 
on the systematic exclusion of women in entertainment 
media in March 2020. She currently runs the Film Lab 
(www.film-lab.org), a NYC nonprofit dedicated to the 
promotion and support of gender and ethnic parity in 
media. Jennifer is also an actor, with recent credits on 
NBC’s “New Amsterdam” and the sci-fi thriller “Lifeline.” 
Her family, her career, and her love of travel sustain her 
these days, but she fondly recalls the flourless chocolate 
cake at Stella’s in Collegetown. For Jennifer’s latest devel
opments, visit her website at www.jen-yen.com. 

During one of many Zoom meetings that are now 
more commonplace, I learned that Dr. Alice Tromble 
Fagin completed a three-month stint at Maimonides 
Medical Center in Brooklyn, NY, caring for COVID pa
tients at the height of the pandemic in NYC. Ali shared, 
“The residents are doing an amazing job in difficult 
circumstances! Surgery, EM, OB, urology, etc. They have 
really stepped up. Maimonides should be very proud of 
their trainees. Nursing staff have also moved around 
and taken care of people they don’t normally. Everyone 
has been really great about helping each other out and 
learning from each other. It’s been amazing to be part 
of this team.” She thanks her husband for holding down 
the fort with their two young sons at home and also 
thanks her friends and family who have kept her sane 
through calls, texts, and video chats. Thank you, Ali, for 
doing the work of heroes! 

In addition to health and fitness coaching, Molly 
Darnieder Bracken has been quite busy with a non
profit she started with her chef husband, Bill. Since 2013, 

Bracken’s Kitchen has partnered with local organizations 
to feed those in need in Orange County, CA. In light of 
the current crisis, Bracken’s Kitchen has been able to 
increase their production of 8,000 meals a week to 
35,000 meals a week, having recently employed 16 
talented chefs and cooks who were laid off during this 
challenging time. That is a silver lining, indeed. Thank you 
to all the front-line workers and essential workers and their 
families for stepping up during this time. You are heroes. 

Stay connected, reconnect, be safe, and let us know 
how you are faring. Be well, Class of 1998. If you would 
like to connect with us, you can e-mail me at: ❖ Uthica 
Jinvit Utano, udj1@yahoo.com. Online news form, 
https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

99 We hope this column finds you safe and 
healthy. Please take a moment to let us all 

know how you are doing. ❖ Class of 1999, c/o Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, 
NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu.Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

00 Fun fact—I’ve been writing this column for 15 
years, but I’ve never written our Reunion recap. 

Those are always handled by my former and fearless 
co-columnist, Andrea Chan. So it seems fitting that my 
last column is a first, and extra fitting as this Reunion 
column covers a Reunion like no other. 

I think we all agree there’s nothing like being in Ithaca 
for Reunion. We missed hearing the rushing waters of 
the gorges, seeing the new buildings that have gone up 
in the last five years, giving hugs to classmates, listening 
to the chimes concerts, and grabbing some ice cream 
from the Dairy Bar. It’s hard to recreate those experi
ences online, but the virtual Reunion was certainly a great 
opportunity to reconnect and gave classmates who 
wouldn’t have been able to make the trip to Ithaca the 
chance to reconnect. I enjoyed seeing photos online from 
people’s virtual 5Ks and attending the virtual events. Our 
class’s Reunion was not untouched by the mood of the 
moment, and our class happy hour took an unexpected 
turn with an important discussion on racial justice, the 
BLM movement, and the experiences of our BIPOC 
classmates. In many ways, not the Reunion any of us 
imagined six months ago, but it was a memorable and 
important one. 

Now, on to the updates! Baltimore’s newest brewery 
is the brainchild of two of our classmates. The idea for 
the business germinated when Ernst Valery, MPA ’01, 
and David Wendell, MS ’02, the only two football 
players living on North Campus, shared walks back 
across campus. These walks began a lifelong friendship 
and revealed a shared value system of maintaining a 
sense of purpose and identity, strength in diversity, 
and family, while reaching for lifelong goals. The culmi
nation of these talks is the Ministry of Brewing, a brew
ery in the Washington Hill neighborhood of East Bal
timore, in the historic St. Michael’s Church Building. In 
addition to great beer in a historic space, the brewery 
features an educational component that aims to teach 
under-represented young adults the art and science 
of microbiology and brewing. Well done, Ernst and 
David! I look forward to toasting with you the next time 
I’m in Baltimore! 

Alvin Velazquez has been focused working on the 
Puerto Rico bankruptcy and practicing cyberlaw at the 
Service Employee Int’l Union (SEIU). Working with and 
advocating for this vulnerable population makes for a 
satisfying career, Alvin says, and he has been with the 

http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
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organization since 2008. He and wife Nicole live in the 
Washington, DC, metro area. Gabrielle Finley-Hazle, 
MPS ’01, was recently named president and CEO of 
Dignity Health St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center 
and St. Joseph’s Westgate Medical Center. She’ll lead a 
team of more than5,000employees at the Phoenix-based 
facility. Gabrielle is the recipient of numerous awards 
and recognitions, including Becker’s Hospital Review Top 
15 Hospital and Health System Leaders Under 40; Leg
acy’s Top 25 Most Prominent and Influential Women in 
Business; and Goldman Sachs’s Leadership Award. Her 
many volunteer activities include serving as a board 
member for the HomelessCoalitionof Palm Beach County, 
a founding board member of Northend R.I.S.E., and an 
executive board member for the Economic Council of 
Palm Beach County. 

Joy Johnson recently graduated with a Master of 
Divinity from Chicago Theological Seminary. She also 
works as a chaplain in a hospital. Azais Elguea Curtean 
shares that she recently was accepted into a veterinary 
residency for feline medicine and surgery. She has been 
working as an ER veterinarian. When not sticking close 
to home due to COVID-19, Azais and husband Vlad 
enjoy traveling with their daughter, 6, who rocked a 
Cornell shirt for our virtual Reunion! 

I’ve had a blast writing about your lives and getting 
to know many of you through this column, but, after 15 
years, it’s time for a new perspective and a new author 
to take the helm. I look forward to seeing what adventures 
the next decades have in store for our class! Signing 
off. ❖ Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu. 

01 How many of us tuned in for Cornell’s virtual 
Reunion in June? No doubt the ’00 and ’05 

classes were deeply disappointed to miss an in-person 
gathering—join us next year?—but it was well done, and 
a nice opportunity for alumni from any year and location 
to participate. I was truly moved by all the messages 
from far-flung Cornellians such as Bill Nye ’77, Jimmy 
Smits, MFA ’82, Anthony Fauci, MD ’66, and our own 
president, Hunter Rawlings, and his wife, Elizabeth. If 
we end up needing to meet virtually next June, then at 
least we know our alma mater can pull it off seam
lessly—and even more successfully, thanks to lessons 
learned and emerging technologies between now and 
June 2021. 

ICYMI, Chris Merkley was featured in the February 
19 “Fresh from the Hill” podcast highlighting interesting 
Cornell alumni. “He has released nine albums with a va
riety of groups, which include the songwriting duo Merkley 
& Morgan, his high-octane bluegrass and country blues 
globetrotting band The Crooners, and the swampy blues 
rock trio of Digger Jones.” He and Juliana Garcia ’14 
chatted about a music venue he’s building in Cortland, 
NY. Send us an update soon, Chris! 

Our entrepreneurial classmate Miki Agrawal was 
quoted in the June 23 New York Post, offering to pay 
someone $10,000 to study their pooping habits. “All you 
have to do is poop every day for three months and record 
what you’re doing,” she explained, while observing the 
differences between using toilet paper and herTushybidet 
system. Hey, if the COVID-19 crisis prompts another run 
on TP, not to mention the eco-friendly arguments for 
cutting back on disposable items, bidets will be a good 
investment. (They’re already the norm for a billion people 
in India, I can assure you!) 

Jarret Jackson has had a busy year. He started a 
consulting firm, Magpie Insights, which helps individuals 
and organizations learn how to become adaptive and 

thrive in times of change. In May, he co-led a virtual 
presentation to Cornell University Gay and Lesbian 
Alumni Assn. (CUGALA) and Boston-area alums on 
building resilience. He is working with a CUGALA and 
Mosaic lead on additional programming for alumni and 
has been writing about leadership strategy as a con
tributor to Forbes (www.forbes.com/sites/jarretjackson). 
On a personal note, he and his husband rescued a 
puppy from Mississippi and bought a country home in 
Vermont, both of which have provided some relief from 
Boston city life. 

Three Engineering seniors, Madeline Dubelier ’20, 
Catherine Gurecky ’20, and Abigail Macaluso ’20, 
have published Wall of Wonder: Cornell Women Leading 
the Way in Science, Technology, and Engineering, a book 
highlighting female role models in technical fields. The 
27 featured alumnae include two stars from our class: 
Andrea Berman and Regina Clewlow, ME ’02. Pro
ceeds support the Cornell Society of Women Engineers’ 
K-12 outreach initiatives to advance STEM education and 
inspire future leaders. To learn more, visit: http://swe. 
cornell.edu/wallofwonder.html. 

Maureen Sullivan Mauk has published research 
in the journal Learning, Media and Technology, examin
ing the proliferation of educational programs and toys 
designed to introduce children to coding and to de
velop their skills and interest in computer science. While 
empowering girls to code seems like the simple solution 
to the “pipeline problem” of the lack of women in com
puter science careers, she argues that we need to 
address the broader systemic problems of misogyny and 
toxic masculinity in the tech industry. She is currently 
working on her PhD dissertation at UW Madison, study
ing television broadcast standards history as it relates 
to digital parental controls, and enjoying Wisconsin life 
(ice fishing and cheese!) with her husband, Hayden, 
and their two kids. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Elizabeth Adam 
Despins, who checked in through our Facebook page in 
mid-June to note that she’s been spending her days at 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital while her daughter 
receives “a very high-risk bone marrow transplant for HLH 
(hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis).” Follow their 
journey at: www.caringbridge.org/visit/lexisjourneyto 
healing. Deniz Birinci has also had a rough season with 
her young daughter’s eye surgeries, particularly as the 
lockdowns made visiting specialists across Cyprus and 
in other parts of Europe nearly impossible. We salute 
you, amazing moms. 

Last but not least, “Don’t be mad,” but Tara Benedict 
is celebrating 15 years of working at Harvard! “I have a 
really fun job in the Office of the University Marshal, 
which arranges visits to campus for dignitaries, celebrities, 
and visiting delegations from around the world,” she 
writes. In the future, she would love to travel more, per
haps even on “one of those Cornell alumni trips!” Until 
then, she enjoys helping people make meaningful con
nections in work or life—she adds, “I’m a pretty good 
matchmaker!” Any Boston-area classmates want to hit 
her up for some intros? 

If you have suggestions for activities and souvenirs 
that we should incorporate into our Reunion next June— 
Class of 2001 face masks, anyone?—or would like to 
help us plan this momentous occasion, please e-mail 
classof2001_reunion@cornell.edu. Otherwise, keep in 
touch by sending your news to me, visiting our website 
(www.classof01.alumni.cornell.edu), liking our Face-
book page, and following us on Twitter (@Cornell2001). 
❖ Nicole Neroulias Gupte, NicoleMN6@gmail.com. 

02 Though Shifat Sadiq wishes he could be trav
eling, he’s adjusting to sheltering in place: “I 

get to wake up later in the morning and feel less rushed 
to finish assignments. I am working on an e-commerce 
website, which will be rolled out in a few months.” He 
recently adopted a dog, and when asked what brings him 
the most satisfaction these days, he answered: “Orange 
juice.” Noah Hager, MBA ’07, writes, “I’m in my 18th year 
at AvalonBay Communities, recruited out of a Hotel school 
career fair those many years ago. I’m now a VP, asset 
management, and my group is currently focused on 
capital planning and parking utilization.” 

I hope this column finds you well. Please take a 
moment to let us know how you are and what’s new 
in your life. ❖ Carolyn Deckinger Lang, cmd35@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

03 Greetings, classmates! I can tell it’s June as 
I write this by way the snow is slowly but 

steadily disappearing from our Utah mountain ranges. 
Much has happened since my last column: COVID-19 has 
drastically changed our lives, with no return to “normal” 
in sight. The pandemic has had a very personal effect on 
my life as my husband, Clement Chow, tested positive 
in mid-March. Thankfully, after spending six days in the 
ICU on supplemental oxygen, he was able to spend the 
rest of his quarantine at home and has since regained 
most of his strength. 

Then, just as many of us were adjusting to this new 
normal, and things began opening up, we were again 
reminded that Americans do not live equal lives. As 
President Pollack states, our fellow Black Americans 
continue to endure the “scourge of racism.” I have been 
spending a lot of time reflecting on her May 29 state
ment: “Decent people and institutions cannot stand silent 
while such violence against our fellow citizens continues.” 
I too am “working through the ways we know best to push 
for a world that is equitable and kind” and hope we can 
all find ways to do the same. 

While there is much work to be done, there also con
tinues to be much to celebrate.We were glad to hear from 
Dale Davis, MA ’04, who is currently a rising fourth-year 
medical student at Oregon Health & Science U. As ex
pected, the recent months have been an adjustment 
for her as she is “taking medical school remotely.” 

Briana Wilson Ingraham also wrote to update us on 
her family’s move to Red Lake County, MN. She writes, 
“My life changed dramatically in 2016 after my husband, 
Christopher ’02, penned an article for the Washington 
Post on a USDA survey of county amenities placing Red 
Lake County, MN, dead last. We then proceeded to 
move to the ‘ugliest county’ in Minnesota from the 
Baltimore/D.C. area! My husband then wrote a book 
on the move and our new life, called If You Lived Here 
You’d Be Home By Now, which came out in September 
2019. We have both been giving talks about our experi
ence and the book as requested. I was elected to city 
council in 2018 and am now vice mayor of Red Lake 
Falls, MN. I am also the president of the Thief River Falls 
branch of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, the 
chairwoman of the board for the Northwest Minnesota 
Arts Council, and secretary for the Red Lake Falls Civic 
and Commerce Assn.” Briana and Christopher live with 
their three sons, “twin 6-year-olds and a 3-year-old, as 
well as numerous pets.” 

As always, we look forward to hearing from you! All 
the best. ❖ Candace Lee Chow, cjl24@cornell.edu; Jon 
Schoenberg, jrs55@cornell.edu. 
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04 I hope this column finds you safe and healthy. 
Please take a moment to let us all know how 

you are doing by writing to me at: ❖ Jessi Petrosino, 
jessi.petrosino@ey.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

05 Hello, Class of 2005! I hope all is well and that 
we are all surviving the uncertainty the world 

has brought us. At the time of this writing, we have been 
in isolation for nearly 100 days, there are daily protests 
across the world, and we have just wrapped up our first 
virtual Reunion. I can only imagine how quickly things will 
change by the time this goes to print. 

Amid all this, a couple of you reached out with up
dates, and reading them was a welcome break from the 
world outside. Jason Morgan completed his doctorate 
in higher education from the U. of Southern California. 
Nipun Nath ’06, BS ’05, operates the Inn at Swan River 
on Cape Cod.He welcomes anyone from our Cornell com
munity to reach out if they are planning a trip to the Cape. 
As E.M. Statler said, “Life is service,” and Nipun says it 
would be a pleasure to welcome you to the peninsula. 
His e-mail address is nipun.nath@gmail.com. 

We hope to hear from more of you soon!Did you tune 
in to Reunion in June? Let us know what you thought! 
❖ Hilary Johnson King, haj4@cornell.edu; Johnny 
Chen, jc362@cornell.edu; Michelle Wong, mrw29@ 
cornell.edu. 

06 Hello, Class of 2006.2020 has been a surpris
ing year, challenging us in ways we probably 

never expected. Amid quarantine and social distancing, 
many of our peers are finding ways to stay busy and keep 
life interesting. 

Right before the pandemic began, Alex Shapero put 
aside his own consulting business to join a philanthropic 
foundation to manage a program called MyZuzah, which 
provides Jewish educational materials to partners around 
the world. Alex says his new position is a great return to 
communal service after six years of consulting. Aaron 
SkinnerSpain, who married fellow Cornellian Kevin 
SkinnerSpain ’03 in 2011, has founded a community-
focused, sliding scale group psychotherapy practice 
in Midtown Manhattan named NYC Affirmative Psycho
therapy that has a special commitment to serve queer 
communities of color. Aaron’s daily work aims to make 
psychotherapy accessible to those in need. 

Lawrence Fried and Adam Goodman are married 
and living in Philadelphia. Lawrence is an attending 
neurologist at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and 
specializes in caring for children with epilepsy. He is also 
the principal investigator on a federal grant to study tele
medicine, to study transition of care from pediatrics to 
adulthood, and to increase family engagement as well 
as collaboration between pediatricians and epilepsy 
specialists. Never one to sit still for long, Lawrence loves 
to bike and will pursue an executive MBA at Wharton 
beginning this fall. Lawrence and Adam enjoy spending 
time together with their puppy, Ollie. 

Gillian Crowl, an attorney at Swift, Currie, McGhee 
& Hiers LLP, has been named a member of the National 
Black Lawyers’ Top 100. This invitation-only member
ship is limited to the top 100 African American attor
neys in Georgia who promote diversity and equality in 
the legal system. Gillian focuses her practice primarily 
on complex personal injury, insurance, and business 
disputes and practices in the areas of commercial liti
gation, trucking litigation, catastrophic injury, wrongful 
death, insurance coverage, premises liability, and bad 

faith litigation. She represents corporations, insurance 
companies, and trucking companies, as well as self-
insured and small business clients. Additionally, Gillian 
has experience handling ERISA and other life, health, 
and disability matters. 

Kelly Robreno Koster recently returned as a member 
of the law firm of Eckert Seamans in White Plains, NY. 
Prior to rejoining Eckert Seamans, Kelly served as general 
counsel of an international temporary staffing company 
in New York City. At the firm, Kelly represents corporate 
clients in intricate cases involving contract issues, in both 
individual plaintiff and class action lawsuits, and defends 
employers against claims related to discrimination, termi
nation, restrictive covenants, FLSA classification, and 
statutory employee benefits. Kelly also provides litigation-
preventive counseling for employers by reviewing and 
drafting personnel policies, handbooks, and other employ
ment documentation. 

What’s new with you? New job? Wedding? Big move? 
Kids? Finding interesting ways to stay busy in COVID-19 
quarantine? Let us know—we love to hear from you. ❖ 
Tory Lauterbach, VML8@cornell.edu. 

07 Well, Class of 2007, this continues to be a 
reflective year. With all of the heavy health, 

political, and societal news being made, I’m lucky to be 
able to provide a source of happy news! I do love the 
opportunity to share your updates with the rest of our 
classmates. Keep them coming; my contact information 
is—as always—at the bottom of this column. 

Loneke Blackman Carr recently earned the title of 
assistant professor of community and public health nutri
tion at UConn. In her work, she designs and conducts 
research trials to treat obesity through lifestyle change— 
like diet and physical activity. Reflecting back on her days 
in Ithaca, she misses RPCC Sunday brunch and Taste of 
Thai from the Commons. Honestly, same. 

In London, Sherry Stolar graduated with her MBA 
from London Business School in July 2019 and has 
since been running her own business hosting wine 
education events: Sherry Rose Wine (www.sherryrose 
wine.com). She hosts wine exploration sessions to 
help people discover their wine preferences and provide 
the language to describe these preferences more con
fidently in a shop or restaurant. She offers individual 
coaching sessions as well. With changes due to COVID, 
Sherry writes: “I have transformed my business into 
the digital world, hosting online tastings. I was initially 
resistant to do so, as I believe in the power of the in-
person experience when it comes to enjoying wine; 
however, it’s been so rewarding to see people coming 
together digitally during this time and truly connecting 
over wine from afar. It has given me many ideas of 
how to continue this offering online going forward, en
abling me to work with clients all over the world. I hope 
to have the opportunity to work with many Cornellians 
in the future!” 

Lastly, also in the world of education, Tim Randall 
works in admissions atWestminsterSchool inConnecticut. 
He also coaches lacrosse there—so his Cornell lacrosse 
experience is serving him well! He loves instilling the 
values he learned from Cornell lacrosse on his students. 
Tim misses Collegetown Bagels. (Don’t we all!) 

Thanks again for the awesome updates, 2007! 
Looking forward to sharing more stories with everyone. 
Have news to share? Please feel free to reach out to me 
or submit online! ❖ Samantha Feibush Wolf, srf29@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, https://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

08 “If I had a day in Ithaca, I’d love to visit the 
farmers market and then take a hike through 

the gorges,” says Alina Lane. “Hopefully on a warm day! 
Over the past year, I’ve been working on renovating a new 
state-of-the-art dental clinic called All Smiles Dentistry, 
where I will be able to provide all general dental services, 
including cleanings, implants, root canals, crowns, and 
Invisalign. We just moved from our old location, which is 
luckily only half a block down the street! I also am en
gaged to Zac McClure, co-founder of Token Tax. We both 
have been busy with our startups in NYC and hope to 
begin planning a wedding soon! I still see Helen Zhou 
in NYC, who was one of the first students I met at Cornell! 
I hope Cornellians will feel welcome to stop by to say hi 
when they are near Washington Square Park!” 

Tristan Zuber Hrobuchak writes, “I am currently work
ing as part of a global sales team for a Denmark-based 
bioscience company.Our company is focused on research 
involving the human microbiome, which is a hot topic at 
this time. My husband and I welcomed twin girls in July 
2019. They have been keeping us extremely busy as we 
embark on our parenting journey.” Tongle Yu is a geri
atrician at Mount Sinai on Long Island. 

Klaus Busch is the Northeast account manager at 
WinField United. “My career involves working with growers 
and ag retailers. I manage a multi-brand seed business 
and try to help bring innovation and support to advancing 
agriculture. I’m trying to balance work and personal life 
with a renewed focus on self-enrichment activities like 
skiing, walking, running, and swimming. I am interested in 
obtaining my MBA.” What was his favorite dining expe
rience during his time on the Hill? “I lived off-campus in 
the town of Freeville. I used to enjoy a variety of places in 
Ithaca. The Boathouse was a favorite.” How have you 
been recently? Please take a moment to let us know. ❖ 
Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu; Libby Boymel, LKB 
24@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

09 Hello, Class of 2009. We hope you have been 
able to find some level of comfort in the em

brace of family and friends in these unspeakably difficult 
times. Our hearts are with you, and with the courageous 
individuals saving lives on the front lines of our hospitals 
and those fighting for racial justice around the country. 
We have a few updates from our classmates as we head 
into the fall. 

A gigantic congratulations goes out to Molly 
O’Toole, who recently won a Pulitzer Prize! Molly, who 
is a Los Angeles Times reporter, was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize Board’s first-ever audio reporting award 
for her work on the This American Life series “The Out 
Crowd.” The series debuted in November 2019 and 
examines the Trump administration’s “Remain in 
Mexico” policy and its impact on migrants and immigra
tion officers. Anne Villanueva was recently promoted 
to counsel in the labor and employment group at law 
firm Skadden Arps, where she works in the firm’s Palo 
Alto office. Her practice focuses on a broad range of 
employment matters, including employment-related 
issues in corporate transactions, employment agree
ments, discrimination matters, collective bargaining, 
and internal investigations. 

James Noronha has been busy building out his 
startup material science company and working with a 
team in Kansas City to develop agriculture in Iraq and 
Central Asia. Emma Doody Stetson is currently a wine 
distributor in southern New Hampshire, where she works 
with restaurants and stores to help them choose the best 

http://alumni.cornell
mailto:24@cornell.edu
mailto:erb26@cornell.edu
https://alumni.cornell
http:cornell.edu
http:wine.com
www.sherryrose
mailto:VML8@cornell.edu
http:cornell.edu
mailto:jc362@cornell.edu
mailto:haj4@cornell.edu
mailto:nipun.nath@gmail.com
mailto:jessi.petrosino@ey.com
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 bottles for their business. She has been active in the wine 
industry for the past eight years and credits Cornell’s Intro 
to Wines course for getting her started. Emma and her 
husband, Chris, enjoy hiking and spending time outdoors 
with their new dog, Pepper. Alix Greenberg has com
bined her business acumen with her desire to help those 
in need. Alix continues to build out her company, 
ArtSugar, an e-commerce art and home decor platform. 
With every purchase on ArtSugar, the company donates 
a portion of the proceeds to one of their pre-vetted 
charitable partners. 

Thank you all for the updates. Have news to share? 
Please feel free to reach out to me or submit online! ❖ 
Jason Georges, JAG243@cornell.edu. Online news 
form, https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes. 

10 We hope this column finds you safe and 
healthy. Please take a moment to let us all 

know how you are doing. ❖ Amar Kelkar, amarhkelkar 
@gmail.com; Michelle Sun, michellejsun@gmail.com; 
Jeff Katz, jeff.allan.katz@gmail.com. Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

11 Greetings, Class of 2011. Please drop us a 
line to let us know how you are doing in these 

strange times. How has your life changed recently? What 
brings you satisfaction these days? ❖ Dara Perl, dmp 
229@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

12 After graduating Duke School of Law in 2017, 
Zach Newkirk clerked for a federal judge in 

Tallahassee, FL. His spouse, Meaghan (Cassin), joined 
him after she graduated law school in 2018 and the two 
were co-clerks for the 2018-19 term. During this time, 
they welcomed a baby girl, Adelaide. When Adelaide was 
just six weeks old, the family moved to the D.C.area,where 
Zach now works as a voting rights attorney at Perkins Coie 
LLP, representing clients opposed to voting restrictions. 
He has been involved in a number of interesting lawsuits 
seeking to make voting easier, particularly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He even helped draft an emergency 
brief to the US Supreme Court. 

In March, Zach went to Los Angeles to tape “Jeopardy!” 
The taping was the last one before everything shut down 
due to COVID-19. His goal was to win just one game, but 
somehow he was able to pull off some amazing triumphs, 
winning four games in a row. At some point, Zach will 
return to play more games, hopefully sooner rather than 
later. He shares how amazing it was to hear from people 
from all across the world, including plenty of other 2012 
graduates who he had lost touch with. Zach looks forward 
to catching up with classmates at our upcoming 10th 
Reunion. Send your news to: ❖ Peggy Ramin, mar335@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
class-notes/. 

13 Things are starting to return to normal—oh, 
who am I kidding?! We are living a new normal 

these days,but that doesn’t stop the news from our class
mates from coming in, especially from our artistically 
talented alumni. 

Jonathan Champagne started a film production 
company, Silverside Productions, and produced a film 
with Owen Pataki ’10 called The Pigeon, which has been 
accepted to the Manhattan Film Festival and is awaiting 
acceptance to many more. 

Jeff Ayars has been working at NBCUniversal for the 
past seven years and in 2019 moved within the larger 

umbrella of the organization to MSNBC, where he writes, 
produces, and directs documentaries for its top-rated 
morning show, “Morning Joe.” In his spare time, he and 
Dan Rosen create comedy content that has been regu
larly featured on Funny or Die, in the New Yorker, and on 
Comedy Central. The duo is now pitching a couple of TV 
series ideas. And if Jeff has not already impressed you, 
he produced and starred in a feature-length indie horror 
film called This is Our Home, which is available on iTunes 
and Amazon Prime. 

And lastly, Jonathan Begley and wife Amanda re
cently welcomed their third daughter, Nora Grace. Jona
than is the assistant director of sports performance at 
Fairfield U., where he is also finishing his MBA. He is 
enjoying being able to watch his girls grow and learn 
and have this extra time with his family. If you have news 
to share, please e-mail me at: ❖ Rachael Schuman, 
RASchuman@gmail.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

14 Hello, Class of 2014! Sarah Daly, MS ’16, was 
recently selected as one of the 2020 “New 

Faces of the American Society of Agricultural and Biolog
ical Engineers (ASABE) Professionals.” Each year, ASABE 
selects members 35 years and younger for this award 
that are making an impact in their field. Sarah’s area of 
specialty is in bioenergy and the reduction of agricul
tural pollutants. She hopes to improve quality of life and 
preserve natural resources for future generations. 

If you have any stories or news to share from your 
summer, please reach out to me! ❖ Samantha Lapehn, 
SRL76@cornell.edu. 

15 Happy fall, Class of 2015! With the changes 
brought on by COVID-19, we are so excited to 

hopefully gather all together for our rescheduled Reunion 
in 2021, independent of the traditional Reunion weekend. 
From June 3-6, 2021, we hope you join us plus the Class 
of 2016 on the Hill for fun and catching up at the first-
ever combined 5th/6th Reunion! 

As the country and the world deal with the corona-
virus and the impact of it, we thank all of our classmates 
who have been on the front lines.As always, the work that 
our classmates have done is changing the world. On the 
medical front, Michael Gross completed medical school 
at SUNY Stony Brook and matched at the Cleveland 
Clinic for urology. Pat Gilson joins Michael at the Cleve
land Clinic, where he will join the neurology program 
after completing his medical studies at Des Moines U. 
Kelly Garcia and Maisie Orsillo graduated from medical 
school and both matched for their residencies in internal 
medicine at Yale-New Haven Hospital. Kelly will be in the 
traditional internal medicine program and Maisie will be 
in the primary care internal medicine program. 

Jonathan SchmidtSwartz and his partner had a 
baby, Jack, on March 4, 2020. In addition to that excite
ment, he is finishing his PhD at NYU. Hannah Atmer 
has been working as a software engineer in Stockholm, 
Sweden, contributing to open source, and is starting a 
master’s in computer science combined with an MBA 
this year. Danielle Copeland is also living abroad and 
working in London. 

While this column isAriel’s and my last,we look forward 
to keeping up with our classmates. Please continue to 
send in those updates, and more, and our new corre
spondents will include them in future columns. As always, 
have some news to share? Have you gotten a new job? 
Started a graduate program? The Class of 2015 wants 
to hear about it. ❖ Haley Velasco, hav9@cornell.edu; 

and Ariel Cooper, alc258@cornell.edu. Online news 
form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

16 I hope this column finds you safe and healthy. 
Please take a moment to let us all know how 

you are doing. ❖ Meghan McCormick, mcm324@ 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/class-notes/. 

17 “I recently concluded my field assignment on 
an oil rig as a deepwater petroleum engineer 

in the Gulf of Mexico due to COVID-19 and have been 
relocated to New Orleans,” reports Louis Caiola, ME ’18, 
who is working for Shell Oil. “Up until the end of my field 
assignment in the Gulf, I was fortunate enough to work 
a 14-day on and off schedule, so I spent most of 2019 
traveling on my off time. I was lucky enough to visit ten 
different countries! I’m patiently looking forward to get
ting back into the lively New Orleans culture, and I’ve been 
very much enjoying developing my skills asa new engineer 
with my company.” 

How has your life changed recently? What brings you 
satisfaction these days? Please take a moment to let us 
know. ❖ Class of 2017, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, 
abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/class-notes/. 

18 Hey, Class of 2018! It’s strange to be writing 
this column not knowing what dramatic chang

es might have happened between when I send it to the 
Alumni Magazine and when you’re holding it in your hands 
in September. But I hope that, regardless of other events, 
you’re all doing well in the new pandemic normal. Here’s 
what some of your classmates have been up to. 

Keanna Chang, a Human Ecology graduate, is cur
rently in her third year of medical school at the U. of 
Connecticut. Two summers ago, she biked across the 
continental US with three of her classmates for Coast to 
Coast for a Cause, raising money for the Hole in the Wall 
Gang Camp, a free summer camp for seriously ill children. 
Over the course of their 57-day journey, they battled 
headwinds, mountain ranges, humidity, and mosquitoes. 
Keanna combined knowledge from her nutrition classes 
at Cornell with her experience as a Cornell Outdoor Edu
cation instructor to cook campfire meals for her biking 
team. She says the experience was great for getting some 
perspective: “It made me think more about the transience 
of certain situations and how much breaking things down 
into more manageable pieces can help. Whether it was 
a 60-mile day or a 120-mile day,flat or hilly,windy or calm, 
all we had to do was keep pedaling.” Keanna has been 
using her study breaks to relive her cross-continent biking 
days, and recently went on a 70-mile ride. Even though 
this ride was without the 40-plus pounds of gear that she 
carried every day during Coast to Coast, she says, “My 
legs were not happy with me the next day!” 

Kelly To has been spending her quarantine hosting 
live online yoga classes and workshops on yoga basics. 
She says that her goal is to share her practice with her 
community while creating an accessible and approach
able space for those newer to yoga. If you’re interested 
in taking a class with her, you can reach out to her at 
kellyto.yoga@gmail.com. 

That’s all for this month. As always, if you have any 
news you want to share, send me an e-mail! Until then, 
stay safe, wear your face masks, and check out the Class 
of 2018 Instagram, @cornell_2018. ❖ Stephanie Yan, 
smy43@cornell.edu. 

mailto:smy43@cornell.edu
mailto:kellyto.yoga@gmail.com
http://alumni
mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell
http:cornell.edu
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mailto:alc258@cornell.edu
mailto:hav9@cornell.edu
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mailto:SRL76@cornell.edu
mailto:RASchuman@gmail.com
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http://alumni
mailto:229@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
mailto:jeff.allan.katz@gmail.com
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https://alumni.cornell.edu/class-notes
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Architecture, Art & Planning 

As director of the Cornell Farmworker Program in CALS’ 
Dept. of Global Development, Mary Jo Dudley, MRP 
’96, has been working on an initiative to help protect 
farmworkers from the coronavirus and slow its spread 
in rural New York. Since March 15, the program has been 
mobilizing local support to make and distribute thou
sands of cloth face masks across the state to essential 
employees in the farming industry, many of whom work 
in close quarters.“Farmworkers are essential to our health 
in good times and even more so during a crisis like this,” 
says Mary Jo. “By working together with our local and 
statewide network, we have a chance to slow the spread 
of this pandemic in rural New York and protect our most 
vulnerable populations.” 

Graduate School 
Bernard Phillips, PhD ’56, professor of sociology 

emeritus at Boston U., has a new book out, Creating Life 
Before Death: Discover Your Amazing Self (Champaign, 
Illinois: Common Ground Research Networks, 2020). 
He and his co-authors draw on their own everyday life 
stories to address the crisis of how to live a meaningful 
life in a world of escalating problems. Bernard notes that 
what is lacking in the social sciences—and what is des
perately needed for solving problems such as gaining 
equality for people of color—is an interdisciplinary ap
proach. He writes, “When I started teaching (at the U. 
of North Carolina in 1956), there were fewer than ten 
Sections of the American Sociological Assn; now, there 
are 52, with precious little integration of knowledge. This 
narrow specialization is helpless for addressing our com
plex and threatening social problems.” Bernard adds, “I 
received my doctorate in sociology at Cornell in 1956 
(under my former name, Bernard Pustilnik). It was there 
that I met my wife, Marjorie (Birnbach) ’54. Our son, 
David ’80, has an undergraduate degree from Cornell.” 

Behavioral economist Amanda Felkey, PhD ’06, is 
currently a professor of economics at Lake Forest College, 
where she is chair of the Dept. of Economics, Business, 
and Finance and chair of the Entrepreneurship and Inno
vation Program. She has authored award-winning pub
lications, is actively researching unconscious bias, has 
20 years of experience in decision-making research, and 
has 15 years of experience in curriculum design. Recently, 
she partnered with a learning and development software 
company to create the Inclusion Habit, a program that 
aims to help workplaces become more inclusive. Partici
pantsare taken throughasix-step habit-formingprocess— 
broken down into two-minute daily actions—in which they 
learn to uncover biases, practice deliberate thinking, 
reprogram incorrect intuitions, foster empathy, and more. 
“Because of the way we learn, policies and programming 
meant to foster inclusion are ineffective and potentially 
degrade inclusive behavior,” says Amanda. “Individual 
behavior change and creating new inclusive habits is 
the key to making meaningful system-wide change.” The 
Inclusion Habit is free for all, and you can learn more 
about it at: https://prohabits.com/theinclusionhabit/. 

Share Your News! 
We would love to hear from you! To be included 
in a future Grad Notes section, please send your 
news to abb83@cornell.edu, or fill out a news form 
at: cornellalumnimagazine.com/grad-news/. 

A L U M N I  D E A T H S 
  
1930s 
’35 BS HE—Elizabeth Stephenson Brown, 
McColloms, NY, March 31, 2020 
’38 BME—Florian F. Ceperley, 
Charleston, WV, March 2, 2020 

1940s 
’40 BA—Annette Shapiro Elstein, 
New York City, April 1, 2020 
’40 BA—Janet Greenberg Gissen, 
Lexington, MA, March 6, 2020 
’40 BS Ag—Leonard J. Miller, 
Bronx, NY, January 6, 2020 
’41 BS HE, MS Ag ’78—Eleanor Slack Randles, 
Fort Edward, NY, March 25, 2020 
’41—Jane Simmons Wiltse, 
Raeford, NC, March 11, 2020 
’42 LLB—George E. Patterson Jr., 
Miami, FL, April 30, 2020 
’42 BCE—Lawrence E. Peterson, 
Davis, CA, April 8, 2020 
’42 BCE—Howard Simpson, 
Boston, MA, January 23, 2020 
’43—John B. Casale, 
Manchester Center, VT, April 8, 2020 
’43 BA—Marjorie Reed Sheffer, 
Schenectady, NY, March 16, 2020 
’43 BA—Leon C. Sunstein Jr., 
Lafayette Hill, PA, March 23, 2020 
’43 BA—C. Lawrence Swezey, 
Palo Alto, CA, February 10, 2020 
’44 BA, MD ’46—Andre S. Capi, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, May 11, 2020 
’44, BA ’43, PhD ’51—P. Scott Smith Jr., 
Newburyport, MA, April 4, 2020 
’45 BA, MA ’48—Beatrice Gottlieb, 
New York City, January 30, 2020 
’45 BS HE—Beatrice Harper Snyder, 
Lebanon, NJ, April 11, 2020 
’46 BA—Sylvia Fleisher Chaplain, 
Weston, MA, January 29, 2020 
’46 BA—Marion Hanna Earle, 
Ithaca, NY, March 14, 2020 
’46 BEE—Lloyd S. Slaughter, 
Morgantown, WV, March 22, 2020 
’47 BS Ag—Leonard Cohen, 
Tallahassee, FL, February 21, 2020 
’47 BS HE—Dorothy Ennis D’Ostilio, 
Woodbridge, CT, April 24, 2020 
’47, BS Ag ’50—William F. Eberle, 
Salem, NY, March 20, 2020 
’47—Barbara Stone Kendrick, 
Davis, CA, March 18, 2020 
’47 MS—Shirley Glover Mason, 
Charlotte, NC, March 10, 2020 
’47 BS HE—James C. McConnon, 
Philadelphia, PA, March 16, 2020 
’47 BME—William O. Newman, 
Bloomfield, CT, March 25, 2020 
’47, BA ’48—Norton I. Reiss, 
West Orange, NJ, March 27, 2020 
’47 BA, JD ’49—Roger B. Sovocool, 
State College, PA, March 16, 2020 
’48 BS Nurs—Catherine Little Chilton, 
Portland, OR, March 9, 2017 
’48, B Chem E ’49—John C. Colman, 
Glencoe, IL, February 26, 2020 
’48 MBA—Herbert M. Englehardt, 
Holley, NY, April 17, 2020 
’48, BA ’47, MBA ’48—Sheldon B. Joblin, 
New York City, March 30, 2020 
’48 BA—Mary York Kelley, 
Syracuse, NY, December 12, 2019 

’48, BS Ag ’83—Cherry Solar McCurn, 
Lake George, NY, March 14, 2020 
’48 BA—Jack Minkoff, 
Great Neck, NY, May 4, 2020 
’48 BA—Sally McGowan Rice, 
Wolfeboro, NH, April 19, 2020 
’48, ’49 BA, LLB ’51—David L. Teeter, 
Elmira, NY, April 7, 2020 
’49 BS ORIE—Louis J. Durante, 
Westfield, NJ, April 13, 2020 
’49—Dona Holt Dute, 
Vineland, NJ, April 2, 2020 
’49 BS Ag—Paul J. Emerling, 
Le Roy, NY, April 11, 2020 
’49 BA—Sylvia Hirschhaut Frank, 
Silver Spring, MD, April 1, 2020 
’49 BA—Faith Goldberg Hailparn, 
Rockville Centre, NY, April 9, 2020 
’49 BA—Robert M. Hill, 
Bend, OR, January 29, 2020 
’49, B Chem E ’51—Howard Littman, 
Schenectady, NY, March 27, 2020 
’49 BEE—Arno Nash, 
Munich, Germany, April 20, 2020 
’49 MD—Peter F. Regan III, 
Buffalo, NY, April 5, 2020 
’49 BA—Annette Hartig Schoenberg, 
Urbana, IL, March 27, 2020 
’49 MS Ag—Alan F. Tobie, 
Willow Street, PA, April 3, 2020 

1950s 
’50 BA—Emanuel Frisch, 
Farmington Hills, MI, March 22, 2020 
’50 BME—Leo Kaplan, 
West Hartford, CT, March 1, 2020 
’50—Arthur J. Lempert, 
San Mateo, CA, March 29, 2020 
’50 BS ILR, LLB ’53—John P. Ludington, 
Webster, NY, February 6, 2017 
’50 BA, MBA ’51—Richard R. Myers, 
Greenland, NH, January 1, 2020 
’50, BA ’78—Janet Praeger Phillips, 
Ooltewah, TN, May 20, 2020 
’50 BS ILR—Louise Passerman Rosenfeld, 
Chappaqua, NY, February 28, 2020 
’50 BA, MD ’54—Ralph C. Williams Jr., 
Santa Fe, NM, February 2, 2020 
’51 BS Ag—Eugene R. Braun, 
East Chatham, NY, March 29, 2020 
’51 B Chem E, PhD ’56—Stephen R. Cohen, 
Bronx, NY, January 31, 2020 
’51, BME ’52—Howard E. Jensen, 
Chalfont, PA, April 12, 2020 
’51 BS ILR—L. William Kay II, 
Downingtown, PA, April 12, 2020 
’51 BEP—Eldred H. Paufve, 
Gotha, FL, April 25, 2020 
’51 BS Ag—Charles E. Prahler, 
Lyndonville, NY, April 15, 2020 
’52 BS Ag—Garth E. Brink, 
Bouckville, NY, April 19, 2020 
’52 MBA—Stuart S. Corning Jr., 
Peabody, MA, February 21, 2020 
’52 JD—Gordon T. Hall, 
South Setauket, NY, March 9, 2018 
’52 BEE, MEE ’57—Herman A. Hanemann Jr., 
New Cumberland, PA, March 9, 2020 
’52 BA, MEd ’53—Richard I. Kirkland, 
Hendersonville, NC, April 4, 2020 
’52 BA—Carl G. Leigh Jr., 
Chicago, IL, February 17, 2020 

mailto:abb83@cornell.edu
https://prohabits.com/theinclusionhabit
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’52 BA—Edward J. Lynch, 
Dallas, TX, February 27, 2020 
’52 BS HE—Carolyn Lovejoy McNeal, 
New Orleans, LA, April 2, 2020 
’52 BA, MBA ’55—Donald H. Ogren, 
Medford, OR, April 16, 2020 
’52, BME ’53—Richard E. Peel Sr., 
Novi, MI, April 26, 2020 
’52 BS Ag—Robert G. Piper, 
Bozeman, MT, March 13, 2020 
’52 PhD—David B. Slautterback, 
Madison, WI, March 28, 2020 
’53 BA—Rosalyn Zalutsky Baron, 
Jupiter, FL, March 19, 2020 
’53—Ralph A. Bluntschli, 
Severna Park, MD, March 17, 2020 
’53—Andrew W. Erickson, 
St. Francisville, LA, March 1, 2020 
’53—Ichiro Inumaru, 
Tokyo, Japan, March 3, 2020 
’53, BS Ag ’52—Warren R. Leach, 
Chambersburg, PA, March 3, 2020 
’53 BS Ag, DVM ’57—Ernest Reit, 
South Burlington, VT, April 7, 2020 
’53, BEP ’54—A. David Rossin, 
Newton, MA, April 7, 2020 
’53 BS Hotel—Lorraine Dengler Shackleford, 
Miami, FL, February 20, 2020 
’53 BS Ag—Franklin W. Ufford, 
Pitcher, NY, March 17, 2020 
’53 LLB—Charles J. Urstadt, 
Bronxville, NY, March 3, 2020 
’54 BA—Richard T. Baer, 
Bowie, MD, March 22, 2020 
’54, B Chem E ’55, PhD ’65—George H. Bishop Jr., 
Haverhill, MA, April 13, 2020 
’54 BA—James D. Buchan, 
Yuba City, CA, April 3, 2020 
’54 BS HE—Anita Zicht Fial, 
New York City, April 9, 2020 
’54 BA—John A. Golden, 
Long Branch, NJ, December 1, 2019 
’54 BA—George B. Keep, 
Hanover, PA, March 11, 2020 
’54 BA—Linda Johnson McKinney, 
Chesterfield, MO, March 20, 2020 
’55—Paul O. Bofinger, 
Concord, NH, March 13, 2020 
’55 BS Ag—James L. Eggleston, 
Harpursville, NY, February 29, 2020 
’55 BS Ag, MEd ’65—John C. Elderkin, 
Walton, NY, March 24, 2020 
’55 MD—Maury L. Hanson, 
Lexington, VA, May 4, 2020 
’55 BS Ag—Kenneth R. Hunt, 
Seattle, WA, March 9, 2020 
’55 BS HE—Nancy Knickerbocker Linton, 
Geneseo, NY, May 18, 2016 
’55—Marcus H. Reidenberg, 
Scarsdale, NY, February 29, 2020 
’55 BA—Burton Smart II, 
Lafayette, LA, February 28, 2020 
’55 BS Nurs—Susan Fitzgerald Stafford, 
Boulder, CO, March 14, 2017 
’55, BME ’56—Richard W. Strazza, 
Ringoes, NJ, May 7, 2020 
’55 BS Hotel—Stephen I. Wertheimer, 
Hockessin, DE, March 28, 2020 
’56, BArch ’57—Melvin Aminoff, 
Pound Ridge, NY, January 27, 2020 
’56 BS HE—Paula Bussmann Arps, 
Houston, TX, April 5, 2020 
’56 BS ILR—Robert W. Baker, 
Olney, MD, September 2, 2019 
’56—Michael Bakwin, 
Suffolk, VA, December 3, 2018 

’56—David L. Childs, 
New Hartford, NY, March 8, 2016 
’56 BS HE—Joan Pinckney Coleman, 
Waterville, ME, March 14, 2020 
’56 MBA—James J. Corcoran, 
Vero Beach, FL, May 6, 2020 
’56 MA—Barbara Monroe Doh, 
Plattsburgh, NY, March 16, 2020 
’56—Susan Kinney Baker Foster, 
White River Junction, VT, January 17, 2019 
’56, B Chem E ’57—Arthur Gast, 
Sterling, VA, March 25, 2020 
’56 LLB—James W. Hall, 
Wilmot, NH, November 10, 2018 
’56, BCE ’57—Stuart L. Jacobson, 
Kars, ON, September 6, 2017 
’56 BA—Kenneth J. Kwit, 
Santa Rosa, CA, May 19, 2020 
’56 BS HE—Damaris Doser Moore, 
Dublin, OH, April 15, 2020 
’56 BS Nurs—Grace Cinquemani Olson, 
Levittown, NY, June 25, 2019 
’56 BA—Donald F. Reiner, 
East Setauket, NY, September 13, 2018 
’56 DVM—John D. Shumway, 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL, March 13, 2020 
’56 BS Ag—Robert W. Taylor, 
Lafayette, IN, July 3, 2018 
’56, BEE ’58—Craig A. Ten Broeck, 
Newtown Square, PA, April 21, 2020 
’57, BFA ’58—Dennis C. Caverly, 
Vero Beach, FL, April 20, 2020 
’57 MS—Alberto Cedron-Pacheco, 
Lima, Peru, February 16, 2020 
’57 BS Ag—Larry Nelson Davis, 
Clifton Springs, NY, March 28, 2020 
’57 PhD—Albert E. Freeman, 
Ames, IA, March 21, 2020 
’57 BA—Myron F. Green, 
Boca Raton, FL, February 7, 2020 
’57 BS Ag—George F. Lamont, 
Saranac Lake, NY, March 13, 2020 
’57 BA—Mildred McCormick Malzahn, 
Baileys Harbor, WI, March 31, 2020 
’57 MBA—George H. Mason, 
Farmington, CT, April 13, 2020 
’57, B Chem E ’59—Richard N. Moyer, 
Orrtanna, PA, April 12, 2020 
’57 BS Ag—Sarah Hamilton Rice, 
Wolfeboro, NH, March 19, 2020 
’57—Stephen H. Rich, 
Aberdeen, NJ, April 6, 2020 
’57 MCE—John T. Shen, 
Anacortes, WA, April 1, 2020 
’57—Anne Horne Warder, 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, April 11, 2020 
’58—Donna Galusha Allen, 
Fulton, NY, April 12, 2020 
’58 BA—Fred S. Clark, 
Savannah, GA, March 31, 2020 
’58, BA ’62—Francis M. Hugo, 
Scarborough, ME, April 16, 2020 
’58 BS Ag, LLB ’62—Robert B. Hunter, 
Phoenix, AZ, March 15, 2020 
’58—Robert M. Mangino, 
Morristown, NJ, April 12, 2020 
’58, BME ’59—Melvin N. Miller, 
Philadelphia, PA, May 13, 2020 
’58, BCE ’59—William F. Moseley, 
Olympia, WA, March 21, 2020 
’58—Flora Leow Natapoff, 
London, UK, March 1, 2020 
’58 PhD—John E. Winch, 
Guelph, ON, March 31, 2020 
’59 BS HE—Janyce Pelzman Anapolle, 
Parsippany, NJ, April 15, 2020 

’59 BA—Adrienne Farber Hickey, 
Scarsdale, NY, January 28, 2020 
’59 BS HE—Mary Jean Blankenstein Milich, 
Butler, PA, March 18, 2020 
’59 MS HE—F. Elizabeth Campbell Phelps, 
Ithaca, NY, April 5, 2020 
’59 BS Hotel—John L. Price, 
Hartshorne, OK, May 6, 2020 

1960s 
’60 BA—Edward T. Bartlett III, 
Venice, FL, February 23, 2020 
’60 BA, LLB ’62—Robert L. Beerman, 
Greenwich, CT, February 10, 2020 
’60 BS HE, MNS ’64—Jean L. Bowering, 
Ithaca, NY, April 1, 2020 
’60, BS Ag/BS Ag E ’61—Bruce L. Davis, 
East Moline, IL, April 22, 2020 
’60—Ricardo J. Di Veronica, 
Canastota, NY, April 16, 2020 
’60 MS—Carl R. Stannard Jr., 
Maine, NY, March 16, 2020 
’60, B Chem E ’61—Robert W. Waring Jr., 
Williamsburg, VA, April 4, 2020 
’61 PhD—Barry C. Cadoff, 
Montgomery Village, MD, March 3, 2020 
’61—Leslie D. Hover, 
Elmira, NY, March 29, 2020 
’61, BEE ’62—Raymond M. Kruczek, 
Guilford, CT, April 30, 2020 
’61, BCE ’63—William H. Lathrop Jr., 
Glen Iris, VIC, Australia, June 19, 2019 
’61 MS—Karl H. Nollstadt, 
Clark, NJ, April 20, 2020 
’61-62 SP Ag—Albert Obar, 
Watertown, NY, March 26, 2020 
’61 BS Ag—Virginia Wolf Peticolas, 
Wayland, MA, February 21, 2020 
’61, BS Ag ’63, DVM ’64—Harold J. Radcliffe, 
Canandaigua, NY, April 6, 2020 
’62, BA ’65, JD ’68—Russell J. Guglielmino, 
Philadelphia, PA, October 29, 2019 
’62, BME ’64, MBA ’65—James P. Lansdowne, 
Evergreen, CO, February 2, 2020 
’62 LLB—J. Stewart McLaughlin, 
Bay Shore, NY, April 8, 2020 
’62 JD—James W. Northrop, 
Summit, NJ, March 23, 2020 
’62 LLB—David B. Stackpole, 
Stowe, VT, February 16, 2020 
’62 PhD—John C. Thompson, 
Davidson, NC, April 14, 2020 
’62 BA—Richard B. Timan, 
Watsonville, CA, April 9, 2020 
’62 LLB—Peter L. Wolff, 
Washington, DC, April 13, 2020 
’63 PhD—Flossie M. Byrd, 
Monticello, FL, March 17, 2020 
’63, BME ’65—C. Richard Lynham, 
Bethlehem, PA, February 28, 2020 
’63 MBA—E. Allen Morgan, 
Nashville, TN, March 19, 2019 
’63 MD—Alfred F. Parisi, 
Osterville, MA, April 15, 2020 
’64 BA—Gregory C. Jones, 
Bluffton, SC, March 3, 2020 
’64, BS Ag ’65—Roger B. Kenyon, 
Erie, PA, March 9, 2020 
’64, BS Nuc Eng—Ronald J. Madaras, 
Newport Beach, CA, January 23, 2020 
’64—Margaret Badger Magno, 
Lockport, NY, March 29, 2020 
’64, BEE ’65—Jean Szymanski Rigney, 
Norfolk, VA, March 1, 2020 
’64—Clarence E. Russell, 
Tunkhannock, PA, March 28, 2020 
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’64 MD—Robert M. Schmidt, 
Milwaukee, WI, April 10, 2020 
’64 PhD—Richard T. Wurster, 
Perth, WA, Australia, March 29, 2020 
’65 BS HE—Sharon Plahy Blase, 
Vineland, NJ, March 1, 2020 
’65, BS ORIE ’66—Steven S. Lazarus, 
Thousand Oaks, CA, April 9, 2020 
’65, BArch ’66—James A. Minges, 
Jupiter, FL, April 4, 2020 
’65—Elizabeth Bowler Moffatt, 
Cape May, NJ, March 29, 2020 
’66—Richard U. Henyan, 
Campbell, NY, March 27, 2019 
’66 BS Hotel—Hermann Jenny, 
Cascais, Portugal, April 22, 2020 
’66 BS Hotel—Holden C. Mitchell, 
Fort Myers, FL, March 16, 2020 
’66 MBA—David K. Putman, 
Indianapolis, IN, February 23, 2020 
’66 MME—Edward W. Snyder, 
Charlton, NY, April 7, 2020 
’67 EdD—David G. Craig, 
Knoxville, TN, March 9, 2020 
’67 PhD—Robert S. Fraser, 
Bloomington, MN, April 8, 2020 
’67 BS Ag—Edward D. Haycook Jr., 
Canton, NY, March 31, 2020 
’67 MS—David E. Patchen, 
Austin, TX, May 19, 2020 
’67 BS Ag—David C. Riordan, 
Adams, NY, March 29, 2020 
’67 MS—Herman F. Schwert, 
Buffalo, NY, April 26, 2020 
’67 BA—Barbara Rosenfelder Scoll, 
Edina, MN, April 7, 2020 
’68 JD—Donald R. Adair, 
Pittsford, NY, April 6, 2020 
’68 PhD—Robert F.B. Diller, 
Steele City, NE, October 29, 2019 
’68 MD—Howard L. Feldman, 
Middletown, NY, February 10, 2020 
’68—Robert V. London, 
Ithaca, NY, March 19, 2020 
’68 BA—Evans Young, 
Ann Arbor, MI, April 8, 2020 
’69 BA—Wanda D. Huff, 
Yonkers, NY, April 13, 2020 

1970s 
’70 BS Hotel—Bliss Arneberg Ireland, 
Mendham, NJ, November 11, 2019 
’70 MCE—John F. Sustar, 
Mauston, WI, December 10, 2019 
’71 JD—Alan R. Adler, 
Morristown, NJ, April 28, 2020 
’72 B Chem E—Dan E. Rathert, 
Gettysburg, PA, May 21, 2020 
’73 MS, PhD ’74—Lois V. Dunkerton, 
Sebring, FL, April 6, 2020 
’73—Donald M. Schneier, 
Northampton, MA, March 15, 2020 
’74 BS Ag, PhD ’85—Donald C. Lewis, 
Nashville, TN, April 30, 2020 
’74 BFA—Jonathan W. Phillips, 
Catskill, NY, March 4, 2020 
’74 BA—William P. Smith, 
Lake Forest, IL, March 17, 2020 
’75 BEE, MEE ’82—Joseph J. Nazar, 
Pittsburgh, PA, April 24, 2020 

’75, BS Ag ’76—Gregory L. Ruddick, 
Cortland, NY, April 3, 2020 
’75 MS Ag—Paul L. Schaeffer, 
Mount Arlington, NJ, April 16, 2020 
’75 MLA—Brian C. Sigmon, 
Charlotte, NC, April 5, 2020 
’76 BS Ag—Charles R. Cole, 
Fraziers Bottom, WV, March 28, 2020 
’76 BA—Jon A. Wolff, 
Denver, CO, April 17, 2020 
’77—Dennis A. Dale, 
Lenoir, NC, April 28, 2020 
’77 BS Ag—Randall K. Kubota, 
Montgomery, TX, April 22, 2020 
’77 BS Hotel—Mary J. Martin, 
Rochester, MN, April 20, 2020 
’79 BS ILR—James C. Keogan, 
Auburn, NY, March 17, 2020 
’79 BEE—Joan E. Placek, 
Northport, NY, February 8, 2019 

1980s 
’80 BS Chem E—William P. Haessly, 
Oberlin, OH, April 7, 2020 
’80 MBA—James J. McCarthy, 
Wilbraham, MA, April 20, 2020 
’81 MPS—Kathryn Schutze Corgel, 
St. Augustine, FL, April 25, 2020 
’81, BA ’82—James D. Houston, 
Pasadena, CA, March 26, 2020 
’82—John M. Higgins, 
Ridgefield, CT, April 8, 2020 
’83 DVM—Julie R. Butler, 
New York City, April 4, 2020 
’83 BS ILR—Robert D. Lipman, 
Jericho, NY, March 27, 2020 
’83—Christopher W. Patterson, 
Port Washington, NY, February 12, 2020 
’84 BArch—Matthew S. Jaffe, 
Huntingdon Valley, PA, April 8, 2020 
’86 JD—Diana M. Hastings, 
San Francisco, CA, April 23, 2020 
’86 JD—Sean E. Stanton, 
New York City, May 3, 2020 
’86 BS Hotel—Marc J. Stolfe, 
Carol Stream, IL, February 28, 2020 
’89 BA—Ellen Cole Irie, 
Berkeley, CA, November 22, 2018 

1990s 
’90 BS Ag—Amy L. Marcus, 
New York City, April 22, 2020 
’91 BS Ag—David A. Justus, 
New York City, March 26, 2020 
’91 BA—James J. Kelly, 
Woodbridge, VA, April 26, 2020 
’92 BA—Lorna Breen, 
New York City, April 26, 2020 
’93 BS Ag—Engela Van der Ford, 
West Hartford, CT, April 29, 2020 
’98 PhD—David Burchfield, 
Benton, AR, April 9, 2020 

2000s 
’00 BA—Sara Robinson McClincey, 
Breinigsville, PA, March 19, 2020 
’02 BS ORIE, MS ORIE ’03—Alice M. Ntambi, 
Fulton, MD, March 16, 2020 
’06 BS Ag—Robert D. Russell, 
Plano, TX, April 12, 2020 

To access the expanded Alumni Deaths section, go to: cornellalumnimagazine.com 
(“Alumni Deaths” under the CURRENT ISSUE tab). 

C L A S S I F I E D S 
  
Employment Opportunities 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, New York—We are seeking 
an Executive Assistant to provide world-class support to a 
dynamic and fast-paced team. Responsibilities will include: 
managing complex schedules; performing planning, logis
tics, and operational work; and providing comprehensive 
administrative support to assure the smooth running of a 
busy office. Candidates should have exceptional commu
nication skills, a commitment to achieving a high level of 
accuracy and attention to detail, and a no-task-too-small 
approach to the work. An ideal team member will be able 
to work independently but also be flexible enough to be 
directed at times. This is a year-round, full-time opportu
nity with outstanding compensation and a full benefits 
package. There is a significant growth trajectory for top 
performers. We welcome applications from candidates with 
varying levels of experience and from a broad range of 
professional and academic backgrounds. Please e-mail 
your resume and cover letter to easearchcl@gmail.com. 

Rentals 
SENECA LAKEHOUSE on wine trail, 3BR, 2BA, WiFi, sleeps 
10. Watch sunsets from the sunroom, deck, or dock. Spring 
and fall weekends or summer weeks. Cornell alumni-owned. 
(607) 592-2386. 

Personals 
BluesMatch.com—Where Ivy League and Oxbridge 
people find love. A decade of successful matchmaking. 

GENTLEMEN! We are NYC-based, high-end matchmakers 
looking for partners for several of our women clients. These 
women are smart, successful, svelte, sweet, Ivy-educated, 
relationship-oriented, and looking for love. There is no fee 
involved, as our clients pay us. Please reach out and contact 
us at: bonnie@bonniewinstonmatchmaker.com or call 
1-833-300-LOVE. 

407 Wyckoff Ave, Ithaca, NY 
www.BridgesCornellHeights.com 

607.257.5777 

A Unique Residence 
for Seniors 

Enhanced Assisted Living 

S E P T E M B E R  |  O C T O B E R  2 02 0  95 

mailto:bonnie@bonniewinstonmatchmaker.com
mailto:easearchcl@gmail.com
http:cornellalumnimagazine.com
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On a clear day, the chance to pedal along the waterfront trail at Cass Park is irresistible.
For Ed and John, the ride along Cayuga Lake’s shore provides companionship, exercise and
a close-up view of some of the area’s spectacular scenery.
     Without home and lawn maintenance to manage now, they can enjoy a relaxed lifestyle,
the company of friends and the promise of long-term care they may need someday right on
Kendal’s 105-acre campus. And, from here, the story just keeps getting better.

Come for a visit and tell us your story. Call 1-800-253-6325 or go to kai.kendal.org to learn more.

A not-for-profit continuing care retirement community serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. ©2015 KENDAL

2230 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850
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Upon learning that Fields was interested in studying law,
Alonzo Cornell persuaded him to turn his attention away
from Yale and toward the University’s new department.
 

 
 

 
 
 

    

 

 

     

C O R N E L L I A N A  

Up from Slavery
Born on a plantation, George Washington Fields, LLB 1890, 
went on to become one of Virginia’s most prominent attorneys 

EARLY ALUMNUS: Fields in his CU class portrait.
 
Right: Morrill Hall, the Law School’s original home.
 

One hundred and thirty years ago last spring, George 
Washington Fields, LLB 1890, made Big Red history. 
Fields was the first African American to receive a law 

degree from Cornell—and to this day, he’s the only formerly 
enslaved person known to have graduated from the University. 
With the nation in the midst of a racial reckoning spurred by 
the Black Lives Matter movement, it’s an apt moment to reflect 
on this unsung pioneer, whose remarkable story has been 
largely unknown to the Cornell community. 

Fields came to the Hill after graduating from what’s now 
Hampton University in Virginia. He’d moved north, finding 
jobs at luxury resorts and on the household staffs of prominent 
families—leading to his position as butler for 
the then-governor of New York, Alonzo Cornell, 
Ezra’s eldest son. Upon learning that Fields was 
interested in studying law—as Fields wrote
 
in a memoir, “The sublimity of its underlying 
principles cannot be overestimated”—Alonzo 
persuaded him to turn his attention away from Yale and 
toward Cornell’s new department, then an undergrad program 
housed in Morrill Hall. Fields arrived on the Hill in 1887 at age 
thirty-three, a member of its inaugural law class. 

After earning his LLB, Fields returned to the City of Hampton, 
serving in the Virginia House of Delegates and passing the bar. 
Despite being blinded in an accident in 1896, he built up his 

practice—representing victimized and oppressed people, fighting 
for voting rights, and playing an active role in civic and religious 
affairs. “He was considered the preeminent Black attorney in that 
part of southeastern Virginia,” says law professor Kevin Clermont, 
author of The Indomitable George Washington Fields, published 
in 2013, “and his family was quite prosperous.” 

As former history lecturer Carol Kammen notes, the 
University—in line with its founding principle to be open to 
all—didn’t begin recording students’ races until the twentieth 
century, which can make researching early alumni difficult. 
Indeed, although Fields is the only Cornell graduate definitive
ly known to have been enslaved, Kammen knows of at least one 
other who may have been, given the date and location of his birth. 

Fields himself was born in 1854 
in Hanover County, Virginia, one of 
eleven children of a couple enslaved 
on neighboring plantations. The sto
ry of his family’s escape to freedom 
is dramatic and harrowing: When a 
skirmish between Confederate and 
Union soldiers broke out nearby in 
1863, his mother took advantage 
of the distraction. She gathered up 

the children still living with her and followed the withdraw
ing Union troops out of town—until she discovered that, to 
protect their retreat, they’d burned the sole bridge across the 
river. “All eyes were upon Mother, who seemed for a while 
somewhat bewildered,” Fields wrote in his autobiography— 
entitled Come On, Children in honor of the words she used that 
night to coax them onward. “Here we stood on the brink of the 
river and still in the Rebels’ territory. What could we do?” 

Ultimately, she led him and his siblings downriver to a farm 
where her brother was enslaved. Under cover of night, Fields’s 
uncle ferried them across the water in a small boat, one by one. 
They arrived on the far side in Hampton, one of the few places 

in Virginia under Union Army control. The following summer, 
the family was met with a welcome surprise: Fields’s sister, who’d 
been sold to a man in Georgia years before. “This was indeed 
a day of great rejoicing,” Fields wrote. “In a week or two came 
Father, and from thence on came, one after the other, the chil
dren who had been sold, until all had found their way home.” n 

— Alexandra Bond ’12 
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On a clear day, the chance to pedal along the waterfront trail at Cass Park is irresistible. On a clear day, the chance to pedal along the waterfront trail at Cass Park is irresistible. 
For Ed and John, the ride along Cayuga Lake’s shore provides companionship, exercise and For Ed and John, the ride along Cayuga Lake’s shore provides companionship, exercise and 
a close-up view of some of the area’s spectacular scenery.a close-up view of some of the area’s spectacular scenery. 
     Without home and lawn maintenance to manage now, they can enjoy a relaxed lifestyle,      Without home and lawn maintenance to manage now, they can enjoy a relaxed lifestyle, 
the company of friends and the promise of long-term care they may need someday right on the company of friends and the promise of long-term care they may need someday right on 
Kendal’s 105-acre campus. And, from here, the story just keeps getting better. 

Come for a visit and tell us your story. Call 1-800-253-6325 or go to kai.kendal.org to learn more. 

A not-for-profit continuing care retirement community serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. ©2015 KENDAL 

2230 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850 

We 
continue to 

welcome new 
residents–

   Join
us! 
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ONLINE. BLENDED. 
  
CUSTOM TO YOUR NEEDS. 
  

We make i t  easy for  you to develop leaders in 
  
your organizat ion,  foster a culture of divers i ty, 
  

and bui ld teams with the ski l ls  that  dr ive results . 
  
Explore 80+ high-impact professional cert i f icate 
  

programs created by faculty experts at 
  
Cornell Univers i ty. 
  

Market ing •  Leadership •  Data Science 
  
Business and Finance •  Technology •  Engineer ing 
  

Project Management •  Hospital i ty 
  

T h e  b e s t  c o m p a n i e s  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  m i n d s  a t  C o r n e l l .  
w w w . e C o r n e l l . c o m / A l u m n i  

www.eCornell.com/Alumni
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