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Okays New Contract Guide 
Adopts Revised Constitution 
Supports LBJ International

• Calls for Repeal of Section

Urges Enactment of Voting

• Acts to Improve Welfare 
Benefits

• Raises Per Capita
• Names Chaikin, Schoenwald 

VPs
• Gives $100,000 to JFK Fund
• Applauds Randolph, Wilkins
• Pushes Antipoverty Higher

Re-elects Dubinsky, 
Stulberg, Antonini
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CONVENTION KEYNOTE:

Following are the main portions of the keynote address by 
Pres. David Dtibinsky on May 12, 1945, officially opening the 
32nd ILGWU convention in Miami Beach, Florida.
work of civilizing our industry. humzniz- The right to organize hai become the law

THAT I»34 CONVENTION WAS 
lied with reports of organization victories.
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Convention Acts on Pact Guide, 
Per Capita, Benefits, ILG Policy



HUMPHREY: Root Out Poverty!
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PORTRAIT 
OF A  UNION

Faces of Delegates to the 32nd Convention
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American Workers' Welfare 
On Legislation Unit

SENATOR KENNEDY:

llcpeal Section 14 (B),
liaise Minim um  Wage
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Support Actions by Johnson 
To Defend the Free World
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Convention guests on platform included siseble number of employers under contract with ILGWU.

Law, headed by Yice Presidents Molisani and Ross, with Wilbur Daniels
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X  RANDOLPH: Labor-Civil Rights Alliance. 'Natural' 

WILKINS: ILC a ’Pioneer in Field of Human Rights’ 

SANCHEZ- VILELLA: Puerto Rico Progress Paced 

POTOFSKY: We Have Common Coals and Problems

Among them w ere top 
leaders o f government and 
labor, major figures in 
the unending fight fo r human 
rights, fraternal 
representatives from allied 
and kindred organizations.
On these pages are 
excerpts from addresses by 
(top  to  bottom) A. Philip Randolph, outstanding 
Negro trade  unionist and a vice president of the AFL-CIO; 
Roy Wilkins, executive director of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People: Roberto Sanchez Vilella, Governor 
of Puerto Rico; and Jacob Potofsky, president 
of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America.
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Convention Acts on Guide, Per Capita
ILGWU,

ccrs Report, gave 
ILGWU's problcn

the ILGWU New ILC Vice Presidentsfound impos- 
tired ILGWU

The ILGWU president v 
condemned the inflexibili

i Roy Wilkins, the c 
ir of the NAACP.

ic NAACP's labor 
of the GEB report.

ILGWU
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Politics, Rights, Health, Housing...
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ILG  Chie f  Supports LBJ on

ATTENTION MUST 
ftfem who have labored a

I hospital*. We n

[ MUST ALSO SAV A FEW WORDS
iui some telf-slyled "liberals- who

ANOTHER IMPORTANT STEP
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Resolutions Run Gamut of America
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FOR THE DELEGATE FROM ANDREWS, S.C,
ON THE FINAL DAY of the 32nd ILGWU convention which adjourned 

in Miami Beach. Florida on May 20, a youthful delegate in the middle of the 
vast meeting hall rose to make a point. The convention was in the midst of 
considering the section of the report by the Committee on Officers' Report 
dealing with the problems of organizing garment shops in the South.

Judy Ackerman, delegate from Andrews, South Carolina, began a simple 
statement of the ordeal she and her co-workers at home have endured in recent 
months. Through a long, nerve-wracking time there was first a strike against 
the firm, then a settlement, then the return to work by some and the refusal 
of the company, in a pending unfair labor practice, to rehire 17 workers. 
Judy is one of the 17. *

As she spoke it suddenly seemed as if time had never happened. A handful 
in the hall, including Pauline Newman who had told the delegates about it a 
week earlier, remembered the young delegate who had risen in the great 1909 
meeting in Cooper Union to describe her ordeal as a shirtwaist maker. Anxious 
to speak her thanks to the union that has helped and sustained and encouraged 
her through this trying period, Delegate Ackerman fought back her tears until

In the few minutes of her report the enduring spirit of this union blared forth 
in all of its inspiring humanity. ‘ Somewhere in the vast and spreading geography 
of the ladies' garment industry," the Report of the General Executive Board to 
the convention notes, “the history of our union seems always to be starting 
anew." And beyond the financial reports, poilcy discussions, committee sessions 
resolutions, speeches and ceremonials, this was what the convention fundamentally 
was about.

THIS 32ND .CONVENTION, IN FORMAT, was no different from its 
predecessors. At times, as during Pres. Dubinsky's analysis of the need to increase 
per capita, the delegates pondered every line of the report and the convention 
look on the intensity of a college seminar. At other times, as in the consider
ation of the new contract guide when discussion ranged between platform and 
delegate*,-the huge hall seemed to turn into a classroom. When the burning

Ico, did 2 Senators and lift chief of the American trade union movemenr and 
the nation's Secretary of 1-a-w and the Governor of Puerto Ri.o and many 
other distinguished leaden.

They spoke of the drive on poverty, the fight for civil rights, the needs of 
the young and the needs of the old. They talked of intemaiional challenges 
of brakes on union organizing, of threats by extremists. The delegates learned 
much. But so too did the speakers. The reaction of an ILGWU convention 
is a valuable gauge of the intensity and direction of liberal sentiment.

IN THE END IT MUST ALL COME DOWN to Judy Ackerman. 
In the final accounting of this convention, all the talk, speeches, committee 
meetings, resolutions, amendments, reports and revisions must contribute in 
some way to making her life as a garment worker a better life, more meaningful,

Union means that this can be achieved not by building a wall around Judy 
Ackerman but by dealing with every force and relationship that impinges on 
her life. And it begins in the shop.

The new contract guide, along with the revised ILGWU constitution, are 
her guarantee that in dealing with employers she will nofstand alone; that the 
terms-and conditions of her work will be set down with the binding power of a 
contract. But such contracts, well-written as they may be, arc undermined 

tolerates a double standard in judging workers' rights and

re raised in committee reports.issues of civil rights and international affairs v 
speakers fined up at the floor microphones in free, forum fashion.

In the midst of the great resort city, our delegates, in a manner that 
astounded visitors, were in continuous full attendance, making every session 
of each of the 8 days significant, dramatic, inspiring. Our concern being 
universal, our resolutions and reports embraced the world and the worker and 
all between.

It is for this reason that dignitaries and highly-placed officials are always 
ready to come to the convention and address the delegates. From the platform 

':"u, the Vice President of the United States spoke and so,

their ability to organize. So in behalf of Judy, o.................. ......
oat strong for the repeal of Section 14(b) of the Taft-Hartlcv Act that puls 
crippling restraints on organizing.

Because much of her life—in terms of health, education, security—is 
passed within a framework set by legislators, her .convention concerned itself 
with political, activities,, with civil rights and their denial, with every situation 
that affects the determination of who those legislators'will be. And be&usc the 
way of life that ensures her ability to do this a constantly being challenged by 
these who are commanded bv dictatorial regimes, Judy, in convention with 
some other 900 delegates, considered the problems of peace as well as piece rates.

IN HALF A CENTURY of conventions the ILGWU frontier has moved 
from East Broadway to Andrews, South Carolina and the union's convention 
agenda has been lengthened as garment worker participation has spread from the 
shop to the community of ever enlarging circumference. The pace of change 
is rapid and the challenges arc many.

It is only the spirit of our union that does not change. That spirit was 
voiced in all the sessions of the 32nd convention and it proclaimed that in the 
industry and the union of those who clothe Amcirca’s women and children, the 
good unionist and the good citizen continue to be synonymous.

ru ivvrrrw wenerai taeeutrve uoai 
right, front rowt Morrli Blalfs, Chariot 5. 2 K'amar, Shollay Applafon, E. Howard Molisanl, Frederick Kern, 

So C. Chaikin. Third row: Wiliam Ross, Barnard Shane, Philip Kramer. David Gmgeld, 
Alberto Sanchez, Louis Nelson, Matthew Schoanwald. Chailin and Schoanwald filled 
vacancies created by retirement of Vie* Presidents Kreindler and Rubin.
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