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Dress Holdouts Shrink to Four
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M aking
IN a desert area) which for ages since 

Biblical days stood as a barren 
wasteland, there now stands a mist 
modem hospital bearing the ILGWU

Pres. David Dubinsky on October 20, 
ILGers contributed J1 million toward 
Its building.

Ceremonies during the day were wit- 
ceased by some 12,000 area residents, 
as well as by outstanding Israeli lead- 
in, These included Premier David Ben- 
Gurioo, Foreign Minister Golds Meir,

Israeli children great Dubinsky
and Pinchas Lavon, general secretary 
of Histadrut (the Israel labor federa
tion) whose health,, fund, Kupat 
Hotim, operates the hospital. U. S. 
Ambassador Ogden Reid also spoke at

A full report of the ceremonies, to

other sections of Israel during his eight- 
day stay in that country, was given by 
Pres. Dubinsky to a meeting of the 
General Execunve Board (N.Y.) and 
New York local managers on Novem
ber 5.

Pres. Dubinsky detailed his impees- 
' sion of Israel as a bustling nation of 
builders. He said that now, four years 
after his previous visit, living standards 
there have risen, and its democratic 
and labor institutions are an inspiration

the Desert B loom  Again

Election Results Show '60 Race Still Tossup
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F IFTY yearn ago this month, the shirt- 
waiatmakers of New York—more than 

two-thirds of them women, mostly young 
girls—rebelling against miserable wages and 
oppressive working conditions, precipitated- 
the events which finally established the 
ILGWU’s permanent position as a decisive 
'factor in the garment industry.

On November 23,1909, tens of thousands of 
them poured out of the shops to Join the gen
eral strike that became famous as the "Upris
ing of the Shirtwaistmakera" that lasted until 
the middle of the following February. While 
the strikers did not win all of their demands, 
the gains resulting from this first successful 
mass strike in the needle trades were enough 
to convince both workers and employers the 
union was here to stay.

The start of the strike was triggered the 
night before at mass meetings held in several 
'halls, most notably the One held in Cooper 
Union, which was addressed by AFL Pres. 
Samuel Gompera.

------ continuing series Of spe-
marking this period of ILGWU ' 

JUSTICE h-
it^tthe’hlstor

November 22 meeting, along with a rare pho
tograph of AFL founder addressing that gatb-

Hlstoric Cooper Union meeting 
of shirtwaistmakers 
half a century ago 
started ILGWU on road 
of progress, growth.

THE UPRISING OF 1909
NEW YORK, November 23,1909—Thirty thou- 

sand ladies' waiatmakers, driven to desperation by 
the intolerable conditions prevailing in their trade, 
voted to go on a general strike last night at four 
enormous mass meetings which packed Cooper 
Union, Astoria Hall, Beethoven Hall and Manhat
tan Lyceum.
. For weeks, these-weary men and women, and 70 

per cent of them are women, debated the advisa
bility of rebelling against long hours, low wages 
and brutal treatment at the hands of the bosses 
and their foremen, of pitting their numbers against 
•the wealth of their masters. For weeks they 
weighed the awful trials of a strike in the balance 
against their present miserable lot, and unani
mously they decided to strike.

The decision to strike was first reached at the 
Cooper Union meeting, which was addressed by 
Samuel Gompers, president of the AFL; Albert 
Abrahams, president of the Central Federated 
Union; W. A. Coaldey, president of the Litho
graphic Helpers’ Union; Miss Mary E. Dreier, 
president of the Women's Trade Union League; 
Jacob Panken, Meyer-London and J. Goldstein.

In addition to the speakers named above, the 
following speakers addressed the Beethoven Hall, 
Manhattan Lyceum and Astoria Hall meetings; B. 
Frishwasser, Louis Weiaglass, B. Weinstein, A. 
Miller, M. Podalsky, Louis Fishman, Charles 
Fromer, Salvatore Ninfo, Max Kasimersky, Max 
Fine and Abe BarofT.

Gompera was given an ovation when he was in
troduced by Chairman B. Feigenbaum. The vast 
crowd rose to its feet and cheered him very en
thusiastically for several minutes.

"A man would be less than human,” said Gomp
ers in opening, "if he were not impressed with your 
reception. 1 want you men and women not to give- 
all your enthusiasm for a man, no matter who he 
may be. I would prefer that you put all of your 
enthusiasm into your union and your cause."

Continuing, Gompers said; ”1 have never de

clared a strike in all my life. I have done my share 
to prevent strikes, but there comes a time when 
not to strike is but to rivet the chains of blavery 
upon our wrists.”

Speaking of the possibility of a general strike,. 
Gompera said: “Yes, Mr. Shirtwaist Manufac
turer, it may be inconvenient for you if your boys 
- and girls go out on strike, but there are things of 
more importance than your convenience and your 
profit. There is the lives of the boys and girls work
ing in your business.”

Appealing to the men and women to stand to
gether, he declared: "If you had an organization 
before this. It would have stood there as a challenge 
to the employers who sought to impose such con
ditions as you bear.

"This id the time and the opportunity, and I 
doubt if you let it pass whether it con be created

friends, do not .enter too hastily, but when you can’t 
get the manufacturers to give you what you want, 
then strike! And when you strike let the manufac
turers know that you are onstrike!”

"I ask you to'stand together,” said Gompers in 
conclusion, "to have faith in yourselves, to be true 
to your comrades. If you strikê  be cool, calm, col
lected and determined. Let your watchword be:

. Unions and progress, and until then no surrender 1”
This was greeted with a storm of applause.
Clara Lemlich, who was badly beaten up by 

thugs during theatrike in the shop of Louis Lciser- 
son, interrupted Jacob Fanken just as he started 
to speak, saying, "I want to say a few words;” 
Cries came from all parts of the hall, “Get op on 
the platform 1"

Willing hands lifted the frail little girl, With 
flashing black eyes, to the stage and she said sim. 
ply, "I have listened to all the speakers. I would not 
have further patience for talk, as I am one of those 
who feels and suffers from the things pictured. I 
move that we go on a general strike!”

As the tremulous voice of the girl died away, the

audience rose en masse andcheeredher to the echo. 
A grim sea of faces, with high purpose and resolve, 
they shouted and cheered the deliberation of war 
for living conditions hoarsely.

When Chairman Feigenbaum put Miss Lomlich's 
motion to a vote, there was a resounding roar of 
the ayes throughout the hall, and once again the- 

'̂ vastiCrowd̂ broke into roars of applause. The dem-

A committee of fifteen girls, led by one boy, im
mediately left Cooper Union to carry the message 
to Beethoven Hall, Manhattan Lyceum and Astoria 
Hall. The appearance of the committee at each 
point was the signal for a demonstration. The rati
fication of the Cooper Union decision to go out on 
a general strike by the other meetings was in each 
case followed by a prolonged demonstration.

T̂hê following resolutions were unanimously

"Whereas, the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia has recently rendered a decision sentenc
ing the standard bearers of the AFL, Samuel 
Gompera, John Mitchell and Frank Morrison; and

"Whereas, By this decision the Supreme Court 
went mi record as suppressing free speech; there-

“Resolved, That we waiatmakers assembled at 
Cooper Union, express our indignation against the 
sentence of Gompers, Mitchell and Morrison.”

A mass meeting of waiatmakers in Brownsville 
will -be held in Metropolitan Saengcr Hall, Pitkin 
-Avenue and Watkins Street, tonight to ratify the 
decision of the Manhattan workers to go out on a 
general strike and arrangements have been made 
for overflow meetings.

The following have been announced as speakers: 
Jacob Fanken, J. Goldstein, A. Miller, B. Weinstein, 
Max Pine, A.BarofT and Charles Fromer. G. Gen- 
xeloff will preside.

-THE NEW YORK CALL
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Canada Board Okays 
ILG at Hampton Co.

I LG Label to Cover 
StateUnionMeets

By CANADA BUSINESS 
FOLLOWS U.S. MODEL

ILGWU Un

AFl-CIO't

COT at Mid-Season Adds 
300 Workers in 3 Shops

With the coil and suit season at midpoint, the Cloak Out- 
Of-Town Department has organized seven new shops employ
ing iw»rty 300 workers, according to Vice Pres. George Rubin, 
general manager. The new shops have joined their respective

M eany  W arn s U N i 
T ies on Red  A id

clearly concentrated

’9 9 ' Talks Drag; 

Expiration Nears

ILG Film Showing Sots 
'Pajama Game' Nov. 20
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