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Objective
The U.K.’s PROSPERO is the main international 
registry of systematic review (SR) protocols. Due to 
increased submissions, protocols from the U.K. are 
prioritized, as PROSPERO is funded by the National 
Institute for Health Research. This has resulted in 
international submissions experiencing processing 
delays.This study aims to determine the wait-time 
SR teams outside the U.K. have experienced when 
submitting protocols to PROSPERO.
Methods
A 7-question survey was sent to information 
professionals via the following group listervs: AAHSL; 
ACRL Systematic Reviews & Related Methods 
Interest Group; MEDLIB-L; MLA NY/NJ Chapter; MLA 
Systematic Review Caucus. Survey responses were 
captured electronically using Qualtrics. Participants 
were asked: if they were located outside the U.K.; if 
they have registered a protocol to PROSPERO in the 
last 2 years; and how much time this took, including 
any resubmissions. Participants were then asked if 
this wait time was a deterrent from registering 
again, and if they would submit a protocol to a 
repository other than PROSPERO.

Results
54 responses were received, of which 
34 were outside the U.K. and had 
submitted a protocol to PROSPERO in 
the past 2 years. Wait times were 
varied, with 33.3% still under review. Of 
those that completed registration 
“over 6 months” wait time was the 
most common response (23.3%), 
followed by “3-4 months” (20%). 
Resubmissions accounted for 9 votes –
6 resubmitting once, 3 more than once. 
Those resubmissions took an average 1-
4 months additional time to registration. 
33.3% of respondents said that the wait 
time they experienced would be a 
deterrent from submitting to PROSPERO 
again; 66.7% said it would not. However, 
70% of respondents said they would 
submit a protocol to a repository other 
than PRSOPERO. For the free text 
answer of alternative repositories to 
submit, Open Science Framework was 
the most common reply. 

Approximately how long did the entire process take, from date of submission 
to the final, publicly available version (including any resubmissions)?

Would you submit to a protocol repository other than PROSPERO?

Conclusions
Our results are limited by the small number of valid responses to the 
survey. However, with the majority of respondents experiencing a wait 
time of 3 to over 6 months to complete registration, it may be useful 
to consider alternate options for protocol registration, such as Open 
Science Framework. 
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