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[bookmark: _GoBack]Description: This film is a spoof of a late-night talk show. The topic is perennial crop grow, with a specific focus on perennial grains. Through lots of light-hearted comedy and current research, we show the positive and negative potential of perennial crops.

Transcript:

Good evening everyone and welcome to Tonight’s Food for Thought where we report on news in the agriculture industry and sew in some “corny jokes”. I’m your host John Oliver and tonight we’re live in Ithaca, New York and we will be talking about Perennial Crops. For all those in the audience who are not 60-year-old retired New England women, perennial crops are plants used for food consumption that continue to produce each year, without needing to be replanted. Think grapes, apples, olives. Annuals are crops that require yearly replanting: corn, wheat, soybeans. As grains represent the majority of global caloric intake, developing perennial varieties has become a hot topic in the increasingly heat threatened farm industry. These aren’t your grandparents grain crops. Researchers are developing newly modified varieties that stay in the ground and continue to produce year after year.

So since annual crops are all we eat, they must be the best, right? Not quite. There are many drawbacks to annual crops. Annual crops are “pansies”, no sorry, pansies are perennials. What I mean is annual crops take coddling. Farmers spend time and resources killing weeds and natural vegetation to feed annual’s high demands for sunlight, nutrients, and water. The easiest way to do this is through heavy tillage. However, tillage releases sequestered soil carbon, increasing atmospheric CO2 concentrations and contributing to climate change. Yes, I hear the sighs of the climate deniers in the background. If that issue is too sensitive for you, take your pick of erosion, nutrient leakage, pesticide runoff. All are products of annual crops.

But as with many of the terrible things we discuss on this show, people are working hard to address the drawbacks of annual crops. The Land Institute is testing perennial grain polycultures: a form of ecological intensification that involves growing many crops together in the same area, mimicking natural ecosystems. In addition to being every HR department’s dream, this diversity improves soil health and builds resilience against climate change. 

I have one for you: Why shouldn't you tell a secret on a farm? Because the potatoes have eyes and the corn has ears! Perennial grains are no secret, but research on them has been slow coming. Since the green revolution, the trend in agriculture has been “grow big fast”. Basically, the American mantra.  Hybrid crops and selective breeding were revolutionary at this time. Now we have entire states solely devoted to growing corn and soybeans. I’m looking at you Iowa. These advances have been made using more pesticides and fertilizers, increasing tillage and erosion, and mass-producing corn to the extent that every product I buy now is at least 63% “corn syrup”. Perennials also have significantly lower yields, as they expend more energy building their root systems than annuals. These factors mean perennials take time, energy, and money away from farmers who make a tiny fraction of the market value. Like 14.3 cents tiny. Women everywhere sympathize.

And by now you’re thinking, ‘Great, John Oliver now has me questioning the ethics of breakfast cereal.’ But if I didn’t do it, who would. Before you go boycotting your Wheaties, know that fifty-eight percent of respondents to a survey done by the Sustainable Cropping Systems Lab said they were “interested” or “very interested” in growing perennial grains. The top three reasons selected by farmers for growing perennial grains were: “to increase or maintain farm profitability”, “to reduce labor requirements”, and “to improve soil health”.

The future of breakfast cereal is looking up after all. 

That’s the week folks. Join us next show for ‘Cat Cafes: The Starbucks Mermaid’s Worst Nightmare.” I’m John Oliver and thanks for watching. Goodnight.

