






DAIRY FARM ANNUAL CASH FLOW PROJECTION TEMPLATE 

USER'S MANUAL 

Cash flow projections are useful to help farmers understand the 
implications of price changes, increases or decreases in production, 
changes in enterprises, and other changes on their farms. The tedious 
and time-consuming calculations can be done quickly using electronic 
spreadsheet templates. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the templates described here is to make an annual 
cash flow projection for a dairy farm for the coming year, based on the 
past year's cash flows. The projection is made both on a per cow and a 
per farm basis. The format is very similar to the .. Yearly Cash Flow 
Planning and Analysis .. page included in most regional dairy farm business 
summary publications for a number of years (for example, see page 16 of 
1983 Northern New York Dairy Farm Business Summary, A.E. Ext. 84-8). 

The past year's cash receipts and expenses are entered into the tem
plates along with the projected changes for the coming year. The total 
farm cash flows are then automatically calculated and the borrowed or 
equity funds needed for the coming year are determined. 

This procedure requires the use of the Lotus 1-2-3 electronic 
spreadsheet software package and an IBM PC, XT, or IBM compatible micro
computer with 256K bytes of random-access (RAM) memory. 

ANNUAL CASH FLOW PROJECTION TEMPLATES: OVERVIEW 

There are two Lotus 1-2-3 templates that can be used in projecting 
cash flows for the coming year@ The first template, PROJECT.WKS, is 
intended for general useo The past year's data is entered into the tem
plate manually. 

The step of inserting the past year's data can be avoided in county 
Extension offices using the Micro Dairy Farm Business Summary microcompu
ter program to process dairy farm business summaries. The other tem
plate, PROJDFBS.WKS, can be used by those who are inputting data from a 
farm on the Micro DFBS. This template avoids the time consuming step of 
inputting data manually by allowing the user to transfer data on a farm 
directly from the Micro DFBS farm file. 

There are also two accessory programs, CONVERT.BAT and BSTOA.EXE 
that are required to change the data from a Micro DFBS file into a form 
that can be used with Lotus 1-2-3. 

GETTING STARTED 

The first time user should be familiar with the IBM PC, XT, or IBM 
compatible microcomputer being used. A basic knowledge of saving and 








































