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An Outstanding Time at Conclave 

Acacia Fraternity Cornell University  

F A L L  2 0 0 4  V O L U M E  9 7 ,  I S S U E  2  

Showing off our three (of five) awards received at the centennial Conclave this summer. 

The Traveler 

-Thomas Balcerski  
 
     At last summer's 53rd Biennial Conclave: 
Celebrating 100 Years of Brotherhood, Cornell 
Chapter came away with five awards. 
     I am pleased to announce that Cornell Chap-
ter won three awards at the Acacia Fraternity 
Foundation (AFF) Banquet on Friday night of 
the Conclave. We once again took home the 
Best Alumni Publication with ease. New to us 
this year was our win of the Best Dining Opera-
tions Award and the Best Recruitment Award. I 
am especially proud of the Recruitment Award, 
as it shows that the past two years efforts of rush 
have paid off. 
     In addition, at the Saturday night Acacia Fra-
ternity banquet, we were honored as Out-
standing Chapter of Acacia.  

     This is a very prestigious award of which we 
should be extremely proud. I think I speak for all 
the Cornell Acacians present at the Conclave that 
we were ecstatic with joy. There are more arti-
cles and pictures in this Traveler about this Con-
clave's successes, but I want each of you to share 
the accomplishment of the past two years. You 
are all to be congratulated for your active part in 
ensuring Acacia's success. 
     Finally, Brother Steve Stein was recognized 
as an Award of Merit recipient. This honor has 
been long due for Steve, and we were most grati-
fied to learn of it. We formally presented him his 
medal in the fall at a banquet designed to honor 
both Steve and Cornell Chapter. 
     See the articles about the Conclave and Fall 
Banquet on pages 8 and 9 for more information.  
Congratulations to all! 
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T H E  T R A V E L E R  

The Traveler is published 
bi-annually by the Cornell 
University Chapter of Aca-
cia Fraternity. This news-
letter is mailed to alumni, 
fellow chapters, friends, 
and family of active mem-
bers of the Chapter. Corre-
spondence regarding this 
publication (as well as all 
other concerns and com-
ments) should be addressed 
to:  
  
Acacia Fraternity 
c/o Alumni Affairs 
318 Highland Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607) 257-7055 
Website: 
www.cornellacacia.org 
Email: acacia@cornell.edu 
 
The current Traveler, along 
with past issues, can be 
found on our website. 
 
The statements made and 
the opinions expressed in 
this publication are inde-
pendent of the University 
and Interfraternity Council 
(IFC). The chapter is solely 
responsible for the contents 
of this publication. 
 
 
 

Fall 2004 Chapter Roster 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Thomas Balcerski ’05 (1063) 
American History & Economics 

Ramsey, NJ 
[Venerable Dean] 

 
David Rimshnick ’05 (1062) 

Operations Research (ORIE) 
Sandyston, NJ 

[Senior Dean] 
 

Jeffrey Ballyns ’05 (1075) 
Mechanical Engineering 

Oswego, NY 
[Junior Dean] 

 
Peter Rimshnick ’05 (1060) 

Operations Research (ORIE) 
Sandyston, NJ 
[Treasurer] 

 
Noe Bautista ’06 (1073) 

Spanish Literature 
Freeport, NY 

[Recruitment Chair] 
 

ACTIVES 
 

Michael Coyle ’05 (1061) 
Biology 

DeWitt, NY 
 

Gregory Chulsky ’05 (1064) 
Physics 

Swampcott, MA 
 

Tarek Banaja ’05 (1065) 
Applied & Engineering Physics 

San Diego, CA 
[Alumni Affairs] 

 
Charles Kalter ’05 (1066) 

Mechanical Engineering 
New York, NY 

[Athletics Chair] 
 

Zachary Weinstein ’05 (1067) 
Psychology & French 

Forest Hills, NY 
 

Igor Dolgalev ’05 (1068) 
Biology 

Virginia Beach, VA 
 

Zachary Samuels ’05 (1069) 
Material Science 
Philadelphia, PA 

[Scholarship Chair] 
 

Bradley Ayres ’06 (1070) 
Operations Research (ORIE) 

Rockville, MD 
[Junior Steward] 

 
Hanny Carp-Martinovici ’06 

(1071) 
Electrical Engineering 

Chadds Ford, PA 
[Senior Steward] 

 
Roman Markh ’06 (1072) 

Biology 
Brooklyn, NY 
[Secretary] 

 
Whoosun Song ’06 (1074) 

Economics and Philosophy 
Dallas, TX 

 
Jared Davis ’06 (1076) 

History 
Jackson, MS 

 
Elie Joseph Track ’06 (1077) 

Operations Research 
Trumull, CT 

 
Daniel Scharfman ’05 (1078) 

Operations Research (ORIE) 
Scarsdale, NY 

 
Evan Helmsorig ’07 (1079) 
Applied and Engineering Physics 

Wappingers Falls, NY 
 

John Andersen ’07 (1080) 
Engineering 

Holliston, MA 
 

Mark Elliot ’07 (1081) 
Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Endicott, NY 
[Technologist] 

 
Andy Cox ’07 (1082) 

Communications 
New Providence, NJ 

[Brotherhood Chair] 
 
 

Paul Junek ’07 (1083) 
Undecided 

Inver Grove, MN 
 

Juan Ramirez ’06 (1084) 
History 

New York, NY 
[Service Chair] 

 
Mark Hartman ’07 (1085) 

Chemical Engineering 
Sayre, PA 

 
Evan Grant ’07 (1086) 

Chemisty 
Hampton, NJ 

 
Evan Loewenstein ’07 (1087) 

Operations Research (ORIE) 
Armonk, NY 

 
Rohit Gupta ’07 (1088) 

Electrical (ECE) & Material Science 
New York, NY 

 
PLEDGE 

 
Chathuraka Jayasuriya ‘06 

Biology 
Staten Island, NY 

 

Editor: Tarek Banaja 
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A Message From Our 
 
 
Brethren,  
 
Greetings!  The 2004-2005 Academic year is underway and Northcote is in excellent physical condition (all 
things considered for a 97 year-old house).  With 24 Brothers living in this year, we needed to purchase 5 sets 
of furniture (beds, desks, chairs, and lamps), which I got from a refurbishing facility in nearby Cortland for 
about ½ the cost of new.  As usual, we’ve had to deal with a few unanticipated maintenance expenses (rotten 
beams in carport, broken dishwasher, defective heat detector), plus the “expected” (broken toilet, leaky faucet, 
etc.).  Fortunately, we don’t expect any difficulty passing the upcoming Cayuga Heights annual inspection for 
our Certificate of Compliance.  However, we will be hard pressed to complete our 5-year maintenance plan 
without significant additional income (spelled DUES and DONATIONS).  On the horizon is replacing our ag-
ing steam boiler (replacement estimated at $13,000), replacing the rest of the original double-hung windows on 
the 1st and 2nd floors (30 windows estimated at $600/window), and expanding/paving parking lot. 
 
Jim Showacre ’50 (0447) really did step down as Corporation Board Treasurer at the end of his term in July 
(but is still a Director, I am happy to say).  So, I’m now both President and Treasurer (until someone volun-
teers to take over the Treasurer’s responsibilities). 
 
I was encouraged by the number of contributors (for 2003-2004, there were 90, and we raised $7,800) and the 
many words of encouragement I received from many of you that I should continue as Corporation Board Presi-
dent.  So, even though we didn’t have at least 100 dues paying contributors for both of the previous academic 
years, I’ll at least finish out my term (which ends in May 2005). 
 
Think about contacting some fellow classmates whose names don’t appear on the honor roll and urging them 
to fulfill their financial obligation to our fraternity.  If you haven’t contributed, please consider showing your 
financial support today so Cornell Acacia can continue to flourish. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Steven L. Stein ’73 (0787) 
[339 E. Miller Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850-9431; 607-277-3125; cell 607-351-3901; sls8@cornell.edu] 

Corporation Board President 
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 -Thomas Balcerski 
  
     Greetings, alumni brothers!  As I 
write, it is the epitome of a fall day here 
in Ithaca.  It reminds me of why I came 
to a place like Cornell. 
     As I mentioned last time, the house 
has grown.  We are at full capacity this 
semester, and we expect to reach even 
greater numbers next semester.  The 
brotherhood is eager to create the best 
possible future for the fraternity.  I hope 
you'll join me in the enthusiasm and 
excitement we all feel.  If you can, stop 
by and see the house.  Almost every 
alumnus brother who returns to North-
cote is amazed at the fine condition of 
the house, and the respect with which we 
treat our property. 
     It's amazing to see how alumni broth-
ers like Steve Stein, Jim Showacre, and 
now Brad Schmidt, continue to work for 
the betterment of the fraternity.  They 
seem like icons in this house.  Without 
them, I’m sure this place would have 
closed years ago.  As it is, I hope, my 
fellow brothers, you appreciate their 
efforts in keeping Acacia the place of 

Venerably Speaking 
charm and beauty it has been in the past.  
Let them know you appreciate their 
efforts through your financial contri-
bution to Acacia! 
     The senior class this year numbers 
twelve brothers – one of 
the largest graduating 
classes in years to come 
through Northcote. The 
seniors have been a 
vibrant force of leader-
ship in this house since 
they entered as fresh-
men in 2002.  My 
pledge brothers are 
among my best friends 
at Cornell, and the 
bonds we have made will surely last 
beyond our years here.  As we pass the 
torch to the next generation of Acacians, 
we are sure to leave knowing that we 
have left our mark on the fraternity.  On 
a personal level, I feel the journey is just 
beginning. 
     It has been my honor and privilege to 
serve as Acacia's Venerable Dean during 
this past year.  The challenges and suc-
cesses of the chapter have kept me on a 

constant roller coaster of highs and lows.  
Fortunately, the high points have been 
amazing!  It's an experience I'll never 
forget.  For sure, the position has given 
me far more than I could have ever 
given to it.  In many senses, it has made 
me into the man I have wished to be-
come.  For that, I am thankful, and I am 
sure to cherish the fond memories I have 
of my time here at Cornell and at Aca-
cia. 
    While I write this, leaves fall on the 
front lawn of Northcote.  The fall semes-
ter is well under way.  Soon, the icy 
grips of winter will lock us away in the 
heated cells of the library or classrooms; 
now though, while the last gasp of au-
tumn air trickles along, we all smile in 
our hearts at this wonderful place we call 
home.  For us seniors, for all of us, 
Northcote has been exactly that, our 
home.  We’ll all be sad to see it go come 
the spring.  In the end, I think, we’ll 
never forget our time here. 
     Keep in touch, and drop us a line 
when you can.  We love hearing from 
alumni.  Best regards always. 

On the Path of Pythagoras 
     The applicants represent all seven of 
the undergraduate colleges at Cornell, 
seven foreign countries, and many of the 
fifty states. The typical applicant of 2004 
was in the top one or two percent of their 
high school graduating class, scored well 
above 1400 on his SATs, received nu-
merous honors and awards for various 
high school activities, and was regularly 
involved with community service.  
     The winners were chosen based 
largely on impressions they leave fol-
lowing an interview at Northcote given 
by the active brothers. The Scholarship 
Committee is looking for freshmen who 
have great leadership potential and who 
are truly devoted to human service and  

-Zachary Samuels 
 
     Over one hundred male freshman 
applied for Acacia's annual Path of  Py-
thagoras scholarship. This one hundred 
percent increase in application numbers 
was a direct result of the efforts of all 
a c t i v e  m e m b e r s ,  w h o  
spent time in late August in between 
classes on North Campus advertising the 
scholarship to freshmen on their walks 
to class. Additionally, as Acacia has 
done in the last several years, all male 
freshmen were sent a letter at the close 
of orientation week in August inviting 
t h e m  t o  a p p l y ,  a n d  
telling them about the Acacia fraternity.  

“The seniors 

have been a 

vibrant force 

of 

leadership” 

a l r e a d y  a c t i v e  i n  
the Ithaca community. The grand prize 
is one thousand dollars, the first runner 
up will receive five hundred dollars, and 
several one hundred dollar prizes will be 
awarded. 
    The winners were notified in late Oc-
tober, and a banquet at the Ithaca restau-
rant Bistro Q is planned for all the broth-
ers and winners in late November. 
    Scholarship is important in and of 
itself, and the Path of Pythagoras recog-
nizes the very best of the male freshmen 
class each year.  It is our hope to eventu-
ally endow this scholarship in the future 
through alumni giving. 
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ternity on campus. We are able to invite 
guests to our house without fear of em-
barrassment. We can conduct scholar-
ship interviews and give tours of the 
house without worrying about how 
dirty the hallways or bathrooms look. 
We recently held a banquet at the 

house, with various Cor-
nell officials attending, 
and received a multitude 
of compliments about the 
condition of Northcote.  
     Edie Showacre, wife 
of our esteemed Jim 
Showacre, once told me 
that she came to the 
house on a regular basis - 
to clean the bathrooms. 

At our recent banquet, she claimed, “I 
haven't seen the house this clean in 50 
years.” She even gave our mantle the 

-Hanny Carp-Martinovici 
 

     Since my first days at Northcote, the 
condition of this house has improved 
dramatically. The boiler room was a 
mess, and each and every closet in the 
house was completely disorganized. 
Garbage cans overflowed, and fruit 
flies hovered above the recycling bins. 
A person could not walk into the paint 
shed without tripping over something, 
and the only thing that fit in the back 
shed was the Memnon. 
     We have come a long way in just 
one year, and I am pleased to say that 
the condition of this house, and its con-
tinual improvement, has made me 
proud of its members. When given di-
rection, the active brothers of Acacia 
have been able to set Northcote apart 
from every filthy, beer-can-ridden fra-

Passing The Wrench 

“I hope that 

I have 

shown… just 

how much 

potential this 

house has” 

’white glove’ test and we passed. 
     It is one thing to make improve-
ments to policy and attitudes, but to 
maintain those improvements under 
the leadership of different Senior 
Stewards may prove difficult. In two 
semesters, I hope that I have shown 
the active Brothers, and alumni, just 
how much potential this house has. To 
promote continuing progress, I am 
stepping down from my position, and 
allowing our younger Brothers the 
opportunity to keep this house running 
with the high standards that have been 
set. There are no limits to what this 
house can accomplish, but the leader-
ship needs to be there, and I know that 
it will be. 

The Commons mantle displays our various awards, including the recent acquisitions at this summer’s Conclave. 
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-Noe Bautista 
 
     The rush program this semester has 
been one aimed at setting up the Spring 
program, and the actives have certainly 
done a terrific job in getting prospective 
pledges to Northcote. We had a very 
successful scholarship campaign, and 
used that to supplement successful rush 
events such as our poker tournament. 
The Spring is looking bright, and several 
of the guys who stopped by the house 
have asked about it, and have already 
begun asking questions about joining the 
house.      
     Fall rush has been a tough one in 
terms of numbers, but if quality is what 
the chapter expected, this is what the 
chapter got in our pledge, Chat 
Jayasuriya. Although he constitutes his 
entire pledge class, he is the most enthu-
siastic pledge to come out of our Fall 
Rush in years.   

-Zachary Weinstein 
 

     As my plane landed at Charles de 
Gaulle airport in January, a myriad of 
emotions came over me.  While unsure 
of what the future held, apart from warm 
baguettes and reasonably priced wine, I 
was beginning to live my dream of 
studying in Paris.   
     Spending six months in a foreign 
land is a daunting, yet exciting experi-
ence.  Immediately thrust into a new 
language and culture, I relinquished any 
preconceived notions of the French and 
their attitudes towards Americans.  One 
has to approach such an experience 
much in the way Pythagoras teaches us 
to approach the pledge program, with 
open inquiry.  While the eight years of 
French in preparation for my journey 
provided me with a solid foundation for 
communication, there was a new lan-
guage that I needed to learn, one that 
cannot be readily taught in the class-
room.  This new tongue was one infused 
with a patient confidence that streamed 
congruently with the rhythm of everyday 
life.  Through numerous pitfalls and 
successes in trying to make myself un-
derstood, the power of non-verbal com-
munication often helped to fill the void 
of sentiments that were sometimes lost 
in translation.  One begins to appreciate 
the fact that gestures such as a smile 
have universal meaning across cultures.  
And thus through determination and 
patience, I slowly began to find my 
niche as an expatriate.   
     Apart from learning a new language, 
the most challenging aspect of being 
abroad was attempting to understand a 
new culture.  Immersion through art 
exhibitions, cultural events and travel 
provided a new awareness.  The Luxem-
bourg Gardens became a personal place 
of refuge and enjoyment.  Moreover, I 
was fortunate enough to have professors 
through the program and the University 
who were eager to teach me about 

French culture and thought.  With ample 
time to explore new opportunities, I be-
gan to develop a new passion and under-
standing for life.  For the first time I was 
not focused on being a good student, but 
rather an adult.   
     In the spirit of our credo, which 
states, “I am an Acacian wherever I may 
happen to be”, I was fortunate to have 
two fellow Acacians visit me in Paris.  
Coincidentally, each one of us repre-
sented a different stage of Fraternity 
membership.  Brad Schmidt was the 
Brother Alumnus and Evan Grant was a 
pledge.  Their visit was a poignant re-
minder that our connection to Acacia 
fraternity and its members transcends the 
boundaries of distance and time.   
     Having since returned to the house 
this fall as a senior, it is an understate-
ment to say that I have come back from 
Paris a different person.  The metamor-
phosis I underwent parallels the one I 
have experienced while being a member 
of the fraternity.  In both instances, I 
embraced a new opportunity without 
fully understanding how much I would 
profit from the experience.  Many of us 
enter the fraternity as disciples to the 
teachings of Pythagoras and are molded 
as leaders.  Running an ambitious frater-
nal organization requires its members to 
grow in the process.  As I reflect on my 
experiences abroad, a quotation from 
Ernest Hemingway resonates within me: 
“If you are lucky enough to have lived in 
Paris as a young man, then wherever you 
go for the rest of your life, it stays with 
you, for Paris is a moveable feast.”  In 
this same vein, I have come to realize 
that if one is lucky enough to become a 
member of Acacia fraternity as a young 
man, it too stays with you wherever you 
may happen to be.    

 
     My name is Chat Jayasuriya. I’m 
originally from Sri Lanka and now I live 
in Staten Island, NY. I’m a Biology ma-
jor concentrating in Genetics in the Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences. I’m interested 
in Acacia because of the courtesy of the 
brothers that I saw during events held at 
the house earlier this semester. I think it 
would be advantageous for me to be-
come a brother and learn to be equally 
courteous, and to discipline myself to 
become a part of a bigger family of 
friends and brothers. 

Pledge Biography 

An Acacian Abroad 
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     The past few months have also seen a 
few other changes in our kitchen and 
dining room.  Due to our brotherhood’s 
expanding size, I decided as an Opera-
tions Research major that we needed to 
improve the efficiency of our food ser-
vice at dinner. Consequently, we have 
modified our dining room’s setup so that 
brothers may now serve themselves from 
both sides of a table as opposed to just 
one.  Also, in a move that will cut our 
long-term expenses, we purchased a new 
milk dispenser, or “milk cow” as we call 
it, for the kitchen.  Finally, while we 
now display all of our other awards from 
conclave in the commons area of the 
house, we have put up our plaque for the 
dining operations award in the dining 
room, nearby the portrait of our re-
nowned former cook, Pearl Murray.  
Overall, everything has been running 
smoothly in our dining room and 
kitchen, and we hope to maintain during 
the upcoming years the same high level 
of quality in our food selection and din-
ing operations.  

Bless Now Acacia... 
-Brad Ayres 

 
     During the past semester, Northcote’s 
dining room has continued to live up to 
the reputation that earned us the award 
for Best Dining Operations at this sum-
mer’s centennial conclave.  Connie 
Krause, who has been our cook for the 
past two years, never ceases to impress 
us with the delectable dishes she pre-
pares, particularly at our weekly Sunday 
brunch at which brothers may request 
any breakfast food they desire.  While 
Connie’s desserts are extremely tasty, 
the actives have become more health 
conscious in the recent months;  we no 
longer have dessert every night of the 
week, and instead serve more sensible 
items like fresh fruit in place of tradi-
tional, heavier desserts.  I have thor-
oughly enjoyed my tenure as Junior 
Steward during this academic term, in 
large part due to Connie’s willingness to 
work with me and to accept suggestions, 
and I hope that she remains with us for 
years to come. 

The Pearl Murray Dining Room benefits from a new, more efficient set-up, as well as 
a shiny plaque for ‘Best Dining Operations’, won at Conclave 2004 this summer. 

In A Social Setting 
-Jeffrey Ballyns 

 
     The social scene at Acacia is one of 
perpetual change. Like the stock market 
it has its peaks, and then it drops. This 
semester was no exception. Starting out 
with two small parties, the house got 
excited for Oktoberfest. The annual fes-
tivity that has become one of Acacia’s 
most memorable traditions started off 
with a huge feast composed of wiener 
schnitzel, large pretzels, sauerkraut, stru-
del, and, of course, traditional German 
beverages.  
     I would like to give special thanks to 
Brad Schmidt, formally known as “The 
Godfather,” for helping us with the food 
preparations. The party was a huge suc-
cess, once again reaching the maximum 
capacity with no injuries or illness due 
to the various party refreshments. The 
other great achievement of this party 
was the amount of police involvement at 
our event, none. 
     Since the members of Acacia have 
expressed their deep frustration with the 
extreme lack of mixers with other sorori-
ties, and their lack of enthusiasm to actu-
ally have a mixer with AOΠ, we have 
had to look for other alternatives. Most 
of the bothers have found girlfriends of 
some form, but we have yet to hold an 
event where we can socialize with a 
large group of girls that we don’t know 
that would potentially pique our interests 
in something other than sports, academ-
ics, video games, or poker. For this rea-
son, the active chapters made the so-
journ down to Bryn Mawr College for 
Women, just outside Philadelphia. The 
road trip took place during the weekend 
of Halloween. Many of the brothers are 
working on the documentary made of 
the road trip, so I encourage you to stop 
by to see the video for a few laughs. 
     Since this will be my last Traveler 
article as Junior Dean I would like to say 
thank you again to all the alumni and the 
active brothers of Acacia for your sup-
port, criticism and participation in these 
great events. You have given me memo-
ries that will last a lifetime and given the 
house stories that will become legend for 
the many Acacians that are to come.  
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-Igor Dolgalev 
 
     It was a cool Wednesday morning in 
cloudy Ithaca. The sun barely had time 
to rise when six Acacians piled into a 
Dodge Caravan for a trip of a lifetime. 
Frank Rinkevich took control of the 
steering wheel. Pete Rimshnick, Dave 
Rimshnick, Mike Coyle, Brad Ayres, 
and Igor Dolgalev were the other occu-
pants. The destination was over 600 
miles away in a different time zone. 
These brave souls were headed to The 
53rd Biennial Conclave in Indianapolis to 
celebrate a century of brotherhood. The 
Acacia Fraternity was turning 100 years 
old and the ten hour drive would become 
a small part of this celebration. 
     As soon as everyone was on board, 
the van was on its way. The first stop 

was Collegetown Bagels for a quick 
breakfast, but then it was hours and 
hours of highways. Obviously the time 
was filled with numerous discussions. 
The looming Presidential election and 
the heightened political awareness of the 
house meant that many of them were 
political in nature. At times it seemed 
like the adventure has just begun. Some-
times it seemed like the van had been 
traveling forever. In reality, the New 
York hills surrounding the road slowly 
turned into the plains of the Midwest. By 
the time the sun was disappearing be-
yond the horizon, the conversation 
turned to food. The group was less than 
an hour away from its destination when 
they took an exit and found a Steak ‘N 
Shake. They later learned this was a ma-
jor fast food restaurant chain in the re-

gion. At that point, however, it was the 
first time any of them encountered such 
delicacy. After such a long time sitting 
in the car, stopping for some milkshakes 
and burgers was quite a treat. The cli-
max was when Frank convinced the 
waitress he was a graduate of a clown 
college, but all good things must come 
to an end and the Acacians were soon on 
their way! 
     Upon arrival, the six travelers were 
greeted by hundreds of other actives and 
alumni from countless other chapters. 
The Hyatt Regency Hotel was almost 
entirely filled with Acacians from all 
walks of life. The four days that fol-
lowed would leave an everlasting impact 
on all of them. 

presented Steve with his Award after a 
brief speech outlining his accomplish-
ments and commitment to the fraternity.  
During the ceremony, he also presented 
to the attendees the other Awards the 
fraternity had been given at Conclave.  
The highlight of the night, however, was 
clearly Steve, who obviously deserved 
all the credit he received. 
     Steve has been by far the most in-
volved and responsible of Acacia’s 
alumni over the past two decades. Steve 
has spent countless hours, let alone 
money, repairing and maintaining our 
fraternity.  He has overseen numerous 
house projects, managed the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the house, and even 
loaned the fraternity over $5,000 dollars 
to undertake some necessary repairs. 
     Steve, more than almost any other 
Cornell Acacia alumnus, has kept his 
pledge to love,  honor and cherish his 
fraternity throughout his life.  It is not at 
all an exaggeration to say that Cornell 
Acacia would not currently exist, let 
alone prosper, without Steve’s enormous 
attention.  It is wonderful that we were 
able to present this award to Steve, but it 
is still miniscule in comparison to his 

-David Rimshnick 
 
     This September, one of our most 
dedicated living alumni, Steven L. Stein, 
was deservingly bestowed the Acacia 
Fraternity Award of Merit.  As you 
know, Steve is our Corporation Board 
president, and has been since 1985.  For 
this, and his many other contributions to 
Cornell Acacia, he was awarded the na-
tional fraternity’s highest award, going 
only to alumni who have also received 
the second highest Acacia award, the 
Order of Pythagoras, which Steve re-
ceived three years ago. 
     Steve was recognized at a ceremony 
in his honor on Sunday, September 12.  
In attendance were Kent Hubble, Dean 
of Students, Linda Grace-Kobas, direc-
tor of the Cornell News Service, and 
Brian Strahine and Lisa Blockus of the 
Cornell Greek Office.  Also in atten-
dance was the other of Acacia’s two best 
Alumni, Jim Showacre, and his wife, 
Edie, as well as Steve’s wife, Mary.. Jim 
has served on the Corporation Board for 
over 40 years, and has also received the 
Acacia Award of Merit. 
     At the ceremony, our president Tom 

dedication to our fraternity.  We owe 
much more than this to Steve – we owe 
our existence as a Fraternity to him.  All 
Steve wants in return, however, is for 
others to love our fraternity as he does – 
and this, his selfless contribution to his 
cherished fraternity, is his greatest gift.  

Steve Stein Presented Award of Merit 

To Indiana and Beyond 



P A G E  9  V O L U M E  9 7 ,  I S S U E  2  

Cornell Acacia’s achievements were 
featured in the Cornell Chronicle. 

The active and alumni brothers stand proud after winning the Outstanding Chapter 
Award at the closing banquet. 

- Peter Rimshnick 
 
     Among the numerous other delights 
of the Centennial Conclave, Cornell 
Acacians had the privilege of meeting 
some of Acacia’s most esteemed alumni, 
both from the Cornell Chapter and oth-
ers. The biggest name of course was the 
venerable George F. Patterson, Jr., a 
former International Council President, 
Acacia’s most generous donor, and re-
cently-named Acacian of the fourth 
quarter century. The wise old brother 
never failed to amuse and enlighten the 
entire congregation, whether with a      

 witty joke or a poignant piece of advice 
to the younger generations of Acacians. 
    David Allen, our current International 
Council President, could easily have 
been mistaken as a 20 year old trapped 
in a 60 year old’s body. President Allen 
exuded great wisdom and leadership, but 
at the same time never let us forget who 
he truly was: a fraternity man. 
      A special thrill came for the actives 
on the final night of Conclave, when we 
finally met the Acacia Fraternity Foun-
dation President, Brother William A. 
Utic (’77). Cornell Acacia’s most na-
tionally prominent Alumnus, Brother 
Utic was a pleasure to speak with, pro-
viding us with insight into his long Aca-
cia voyage after Cornell, as well as shar-
ing stories (e.g. the “Harvard Fire Hy-
drant”) from his days in Ithaca. Brother 
Utic has proven that one doesn’t need to 
come from the biggest chapter in order 
to make a great impact on the interna-
tional level, and his contributions to both 
the Cornell Chapter and the International 
Fraternity make him a role model for all 
Cornell Acacians. We look forward to 
seeing Bill again at Cornell’s centennial 

  However, when it comes to providing 
us humor, one Acacian stands fairly 
short (pushing 5’7’), but is really funny 
nonetheless. The man I am speaking of 
is the great George Levesque. A Carle-
ton Chapter alumnus, Brother Levesque 
was the comic relief of Conclave, and 
didn’t hesitate to pick on his brothers 
from the Finger Lakes region. During 
one memorable moment, he called out 
one of our delegates on his interesting 
choice of socks, likely during one of his 
diatribes about the failings of Americans 
in general. For many, Brother Levesque 
provided the most entertaining moment 
of the whole week, when at the end of 
our final business meeting, he told a joke 
about an extreme miscommunication 
between and Frenchman and a French 
Canadian, which got the assembly’s 
spirits up after a tiresome day. 
     I am so proud of what we were able 
to achieve at Conclave. For me, it was 
one of the defining moments of my time 
as an active. I am an Acacian, I am 
proud of it! 

Conclave - Alumni Encounters 
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-Frank Rinkevich 
 
The easiest job I have had these past 

two and a half years has been serving as 
Chapter Advisor. Rarely have situations 
arisen that were not immediately re-
solved in a positive manner. While in 
any group of young men this size, dis-
agreements and differences of opinions 
are common and expected. However, 
cooler heads always prevail due to the 
maturity and mutual respect each brother 
has for one another. The house opera-
tions are well thought out and Northcote 
has not looked better in the more than 
two years that I have been associated 
with the house.  

The future of the house is very ex-
citing and potentially revolutionary. The 
fall rush largely consists of scholarship 
award applicants, which ensures a 
healthy spring pledge class. I wish it was 
possible to give out more awards, but 
I’m sure this spring’s pledge class will 
nearly double house membership. This is 
the revolutionary aspect of the future I 
mentioned earlier. This would create a 
chapter of more than 50 brothers, which 
brings up the issue of housing. I person-
ally believe that having everyone live in 
the house creates a more fraternal envi-
ronment because brothers are more eas-
ily accessible and more moments are 
shared experiences. This was a point that 
was stressed this Conclave by Executive 
Director Darold Larson, and President 
Dave Allen mentioned this was a 
strength of our chapter in his speech for 
the Outstanding Chapter Award. If we 
were to continue this tradition, single 
rooms would have to become doubles 
and doubles become triples and the dor-
mer may have to be remodeled to ac-
commodate such a large number of 
brothers. Considering the fore-
mentioned arrangements may lead to 
overcrowding and I believe may contrib-
ute to apathy, perhaps the possibility 
exists to build an addition to create a few 
more rooms. However, the downside is 
that an addition would be costly and 
membership numbers would have to 
remain constant for a number of years to 
justify this expense. When you take into 

account the overwhelming response to 
the scholarship awards, I’m sure mem-
bership can be maintained at its current 
level for a few more years so I believe 
this is a winning gamble. Another solu-
tion to this may be the creation of an 
annex in Collegetown, which would 
reduce risks from the long walks home 
from there after a night of social interac-
tions. No matter the solution, this is a 
great “problem” to have. 

I find the most interesting aspect of 
this chapter is the absence of dividing 
apathy or polarizing cliques. Each mem-
ber knows his role in contributing to the 
chapter’s overall health. Any difference 
of opinion usually generates multiple 
solutions to any problems. The commit-
tee format of running the executive 
board has allowed for division of labor 

and contributions to 
decision making by 
members other than 
those on the execu-
tive board. 
House clean up is 
the one aspect that 
can use work. Early 
in the semester there 
were some areas of 
the house that were 
not acceptable. 
W e e k l y  d u t i e s 
sometimes are not 
fulfilled. However, 

Senior Steward Hanny Carp-Martinovici 
has ensured proper duties are performed 
and that penalties are enforced. 

The budget has been expanded and 
reorganized this year resulting in the 
first increase in rent in over two years. 
Treasurer Peter Rimshnick presented his 
budget in great detail and makes it read-
ily available to all those interested in 
observing the changes. Major increases 
were seen in dining operations and utili-
ties. I attribute this to increased member-
ship. Micromanagement of the dining 
budget is being worked out after situa-
tions present themselves by Junior Stew-
ard Brad Ayres, and I anticipate next 
year’s budget will remain the same or 
even be reduced. Another possible in-
crease in budget I foresee is the cost of 

insurance, but this is not due to actions 
of members of our chapter. If you have 
been paying attention to the news, you 
may have noticed that there have been 
five alcohol related deaths this semester 
at fraternity houses across the country. 
This is a very unfortunate situation for 
those chapters and families involved, but 
we may also see repercussions of these 
actions due to the increased hazard of 
being in and around fraternities. I antici-
pate these fateful incidents will never 
happen at Acacia due to our strict policy 
regarding alcohol at parties and other 
social events. All social events have 
designated sober monitors and straight 
alcohol (shots) is not served. 

In closing, I would like to reassure 
you that the Cornell Chapter of Acacia is 
strong and growing. I will be relieved of 
my duties as Chapter Advisor this De-
cember when I receive my Masters in 
Entomology and move to Pittsburgh, 
PA. Randy Clark (1047) will assume 
this position. In these past two years, I 
have seen the chapter grow in many 
positive ways and my association has 
become more natural as time progressed. 
When I first came here, the brothers of 
the chapter immediately welcomed me 
with open arms and made me feel com-
fortable. We shared many good times, 
and were there to console me when 
times were rough. This kind of brother-
hood is what those who are not in a fra-
ternity never get to see. The ties of Aca-
cia run far deeper than the letters on a 
shirt or loose associations at parties. For 
these reasons, I am proud to be an Aca-
cian, and I will miss the Cornell Chapter 
very much. I hope all of you reading this 
newsletter can say the same, and I en-
courage you all to visit the chapter any-
time you are in the area because if they 
can accept a brother from another chap-
ter as one of their own, I guarantee they 
will be delighted to meet alumni from 
their own chapter. 

Chapter Advisor Bids Cornell Acacia Farewell 

“I find the most 

interesting 

aspect of this 

chapter is the 

absence of 

dividing apathy 

or polarizing 

cliques.” 
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“Human Service” 
-Juan Ramirez 

 
     This year as Service Chairman has 
been a trying and fulfilling experience. 
A number of the events planned this 
semester have had great turnouts. Acacia 
was involved in this year’s Greek Week 
Events, participating in a Jeopardy-stype 
quiz bowl and a three-legged race. This 
event raised money and helped to better 
acquaint chapters with their peers. In-
volvement with this event was a great 
way to improve the fraternity’s involve-
ment in other service events throughout 
campus. 
     The brothers this year took part in a 
program run by the sorority Alpha Chi 

Omega.  The dodge ball tournament held 
by the sorority raised money for the 
Brain Tumor Foundation. We had ten 
brothers participate in two teams of five. 
That same day, we had another group of 
five brothers working with On-Site Vol-
unteering to prepare houses for low-
income families. The event provided an 
excellent opportunity for the brothers to 
give back to the community.  
     Another activity that was attended by 
the active chapter was the student Blood 
Drive in the Student’s community center 
on North Campus. Such events like 
these are great ways to keep the Acacia 
name synonymous with our motto 
“Human Service”. 

Advertisement 
 

From 
 

Can-Do 
 

     I also managed to coordinate a major 
campaign with the sorority Omega Phi 
Beta. The sisters of the sorority lent their 
time and effort to make our project 
work. “Santa’s College Days” is an 
event that benefits the Salvation Army 
and was a great time for everyone in-
volved. This was another great way to 
keep Acacia’s name in the public eye as 
a leader in Service and Philanthropy. 
Hopefully, this event will become an 
annual tradition for the active chapter. 

-Frank Rinkevich 
 
“The probability is 0.02%.”  
“Phil Hellmuth is the man!”  
“I’m all in!”  
“He called me with Jack high!?!?” 
 

These are a few of the more com-
mon phrases heard around Northcote 
due to the latest gaming fad taking the 
house by storm. The game is No-Limit 
Texas Hold ‘Em as seen on ESPN’s 
World Series of Poker. Every Tuesday 
of this semester while the fore-
mentioned program airs, a gang of card 
chasers are often found in the bar room 
playing and watching poker. The size of 
the games usually ranges between eight 
and ten people every Tuesday, with 
some of the die-hards playing nearly 
every night. We have a beautiful velvet 
topped table and a set of 500 11.5-gram 
chips so the atmosphere is even that 
much more exciting. The fraternity’s 
influence in the game lead to designating 
the highest possible hand the Acacia 
Hand: A-K-3-4-5. In the student spirit, 
copies of Doyle Brunson’s Super System 
and Phil Hellmuth’s Play Poker Like the 
Pros are circulated regularly and studied 
to develop winning strategies. This in-
formation along with open discussions 
about playing style and poker theory (the 

practical use for statistics, and no matter 
what Dave Rimshnick says, dealing ex-
tra hands interferes with probability!) as 
well as experience makes nearly all who 
play at Acacia formidable opponents. 
Early in the semester, Rush Chairman 
Noe Bautista organized a poker tourna-
ment as a rush event that was a huge 
success with more than ten rushes com-
ing to the event and taking home a very 
tasteful impression of the house. A few 
that attended inquired that same evening 
about the earliest opportunity to pledge 
Acacia! There has been talk of organiz-
ing a trip to Turning Stone Casino out-
side of Syracuse for a Brotherhood 
event, which would be very exciting. 
This past homecoming weekend Alumni 
Tom Ricketts, Dave Klesh, and Scott 
McQuade caught a piece of the Acacia 
poker action. So as you can see, the 
game caters to future, active, and 
alumni. I’m sure interest will stay in the 
house for a while due to the fact that 
many first semester brothers are often 
found playing. The game has tran-
scended the bar room and a few play 
online. People play on BetonUSA,  Ulti-
mate Bet, JetSetPoker, or Party Poker; 
so if you play on those sites, look for 
Acacia to play a few hands against 
brothers in cyberspace. 

“Full-Boat, Ladies and Cowboys!” 
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Chapter Eternal 
 

Burtt D. Dutcher ’41 (0377) – 6/11/2003 
James K. Horne ’45 (0420) – 1/19/2001 

Robert T. Snowdon ’39 (0364) – 4/13/2004 
Albert S. Woodford ’45 (0436) – 4/3/2004 

Acacia Fraternity Foundation Donations 
 

Tax-deductible contributions to the Cornell Chapter Account of the Acacia Fraternity 
Foundation can be made at any time and should be mailed to: 
 
Acacia Fraternity Foundation 
8777 Purdue Road, Suite 130 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
 
Checks should be made payable to “Acacia Fraternity Foundation.” Use of the chap-
ter’s Foundation is limited to scholarships and qualified educational expenses. 
 
 

Donations to Acacia’s Cornell Endowment 
 

Donations to the Cornell University Endowment can be directed to the Cornell Acacia 
Fraternity portion of the endowment through specifying the “Arthur Lee Thompson 
III Memorial Scholarship Endowment” when donating. 
 
Our current Cornell University endowment share value is approximately $450,000. 
Our money grows based on the performance of the endowment portfolio. The amount 
that brothers receive is roughly equivalent to the gain on the investment for the year 
divided by the number of brothers on financial aid. The financial aid office adminis-
ters the funds to brothers on financial aid based on the fraternity president’s advise-
ment, provided the dispersal is sound judgment. This past year, all Active brothers on 
financial aid received $1,200 in grants each. 

Brother Bautista stands with big Brother Alumnus Nasatka at the an-
nual Homecoming football game. 

Brother Track jumps for joy in the arms 
of Brother Samuels after winning the 2-
on-2 beach volleyball intramural tour-
nament in May, 2004 over opponent 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

-Charles Kalter 
 

    This past semester was one of many 
great successes for the house's intramu-
ral sports teams. At the end of the Spring 
'04 semester, EJ Track and Zach 
Samuels won the 2-on-2 Beach Volley-
ball Championship, going undefeated 
through the whole tournament to come 
away with a big trophy for the house. 
Also during that time, the softball team 
battled its way to a winning record and 
their first postseason birth in many 
years. This semester, the soccer and 
flag-football teams have each gained 
winning records and have clinched post-
season births in their respective playoffs, 
and both teams stand a decent chance of 
making a run at the championship. Later 
this semester several brothers will com-
pete in more intramural activities includ-
ing bowling, volleyball, and cross coun-
try to bring home even more trophies to 
the house.  

Sports Update 
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John P. Woodford ’47 (0435) [4364 Greenwood Dr., Okemos, 
MI 48864-3024] informed us that identical twin brother, Albert 
S. Woodford ’45 (0436), passed away on 4/13/2004.  Albert 
was chief engineer with the Philadelphia Port Corporation for 
37 years.  He enlisted in the Army the day after Pearl Harbor 
and studied Civil Engineering at Cornell until called to active 
duty in 1943.  After the war, Albert returned to Cornell and 
earned his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering.  He married 
Lorraine Ferguson in 1949, after meeting her when he was 
building a bridge near her hometown.  Albert embedded a 
penny with the proper year on it in every structure he built. 
 
Scott DePalma ‘52 (0492) [P.O. Box 216, Keene, NY 12942-
0216; sdepalma@kvvi.net] has been in contact with Bob Baker 
’53 (0537).  The two of them visited Acacia during their 50th 
Reunion in 2002.  They met some of the Actives who appeared 
rather bashful, perhaps intimidated by the two “old looking” 
alums. 
 
Hans P. Schonenberg ’52 (0535) [750 Melody Lane, Edmonds, 
WA 98020-2649] reports that all is well in the Great Pacific 
Northwest.  Hans spends his time skiing and sailing and gener-
ally enjoying retirement.  He recently completed an Elder Hos-
tel trip to Europe, where he visited classmate Walter Cox ‘53 
(0491) in Zurich.  Also sees Sheldon Brink ‘52 (0541) on occa-
sion.  
 
William L. Stevens Jr. ’55 (0553) [3211 Moonshadow Lane, 
Garden City, SC 29576-8240; stevensatgc@aol.com] and wife, 
Carol, continue to travel at every opportunity and recently re-
turned from 3 weeks in Thailand. 
 
Dr. Roger D. Soloway ’57 (0589) [2926 Dominique Dr., Gal-
veston, TX 77551-1571] continues as senior liver disease doc-
tor at Univ. of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston and will 
begin 2 years as Chief of Staff for the UTMB hospitals.  Roger 
is also the Associate Director for the Texas Dept. of Criminal 
Justice Hospital – the only prison hospital in the world run by a 
university.  Wife, Marilyn, continues her career as a real estate 
lawyer.  Their 3 sons are all gainfully employed.  The Soloways 
have 2 grandsons and a third grandchild on the way. 
 
Robert S. Fash ’58 (0594) [1675 Ryder Cup Drive, Westlake 
Village, CA 91362-4325; bobfash@adelphia.net] spent an after-
noon with Marty and Jean Offenberger ’56 (0568) at their home 
in La Habra Heights, CA.  They had not seen each other in 44 
years.  Marty had lots of photos of the Brothers and of formal 
parties during the ’55-’56 era. 
 
Carey W. Fletcher ’58 (0596) [428 Kawaihae St., #304, Hono-
lulu, HI 96825-1290] saw Ralph Lamar ’58 (0599), who’s still 
doing ministerial work around Port Jarvis, NY.  Carey’s grand-
son in entering SUNY Binghamton in the fall to be a physics 
teacher like his grandfather. 

 
L. Walter Deitrich ’60 (0627) [809 S. Elizabeth St., Lombard, 
IL 60148-3301; deitrichlw@earthlink.net] retired from Argonne 
National Laboratory in 1/2003 after 34 years in nuclear reactor 
design and safety technology, including 5 years as Director of 
Reactor Engineering.  Walter now works at the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and is living in Vienna, Austria.  He 
and wife, Pat, celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary in Sep-
tember.  Keeps in touch with Bob Pfahl ‘60 (0634), Mike Hugo 
‘62 (0597), and Pres Shimer ‘61 (0635). 
 
John E. Lutz ’64 (0676) [52 Hickory Park Rd., Cortland, NY 
13045-1433; jelutz@juno.com] wrote that the Spring ’03 Trav-
eler included a note from Warren Walker ’63 [?] who was in his 
pledge class (1962).  When John surprised his wife (who is the 
girl honored during a “pinning ceremony back in 1963) with a 
trip to the Netherlands last summer (2003), on 2 hours notice, 
he also made plans to visit Warren.  They had a great time 
catching up on 40 years of news. 
 
Bruce Bridgeman ‘67 (0688) [208 Crestview Terrace, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060; bruceb@ucsc.edu] is living happily in Santa 
Cruz, far from Cornell.  Wife, Diane, is a clinical psychologist.  
Bruce has been engaged in vision research since before leaving 
Cornell.  Daughter, Natalie ’99 got her law degree from UCLA 
and is now working for a large firm in Palo Alto.  Daughter, 
Theresa, graduated from Stanford in 2003 and will be a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford starting in October. 
 
Jerry W. Kreider ’68 (0720) [9 Narbrook Park, Narberth, PA 
19072-2123; jerrys2k@comcast.net] has visited with Holly 
Moore ‘68 (0702) and Rich Ahlfeld ‘68 (0713) in Philadelphia, 
and other times with Rich at his cozy lakefront house in Culver 
Lake, NJ.  While son, Ben, was spending spring semester in 
Berlin, Jerry and wife, Kathy, used that as excuse to tour Ger-
many, Austria, Czech Republic, and Switzerland for 24 days. 
 
Robert H. Lightfoote ’69 (0731) [9 Hillcrest Ave., Queensbury, 
NY 12804-1973; boblightfoote@yahoo.com] reports that both 
he and Tom Kocovsky ’69 (0730) have children attending Cor-
nell and will try to visit Acacia when they’re in Ithaca. 
 
David A. Trost ’71 (0764) [7748 State Route 3, Vermontville, 
NY 12989-3500; datrost@adelphia.net] married lovely bride, 
Valorie, on 7/6/2001, proving it’s never too late to find the right 
one!  Occasionally hears from Little Brother Lars Lundeen ‘72 
(0772) and exchanges Christmas cards with Frank Mrowka ’73 
(0782) and old roommate Steve Crumb ‘71 (0752), but has lost 
touch with most of his Acacia buddies. “Sounds like the house 
is doing well.  Hope Steve Stein ’73 (0787) decides to hang in 
there!” 
 
Eden Slegr ’73 (0788) [250 Rancho Rd., Sierra Madre, CA 
91024; eslegr@hcareers.com] encouraged Steve Stein ’73 
(0787) to stay on as Corporation President.  Eden offered to call 
some of those Acacians who seem to have forgotten to pay their 
dues. 
 

Alumni Mailbag 
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David R. Fischell ’75 (0800) [71 Riverlawn Dr., Fair Haven, NJ 
07704; drfischell@exit109.com] writes that life is extremely 
busy and exciting as Sarah ’78 and he start looking at colleges 
with their 16 year-old daughter, Erin who wants to be an engi-
neer.  David’s work as inventor of medical devices continues to 
be both exciting and challenging.  He gave a talk at Cornell on 
5/6/2004 and is working with Dean Kent Fuchs on the forma-
tion of a Cornell department of Biomedical Engineering. 
 
Michael M. Pliss ’80 (0871) [104 Deerfield Pl, Ithaca, NY 
14850-1904; MikePliss@yahoo.com] urges “keep up the ‘good 
spirit’ and newsletter efforts – very good therapy for us aging 
brothers”! 
 
Andrew H. Mercer ’82 (0890) [103 Royal Ct., Williamsburg, 
VA 23185] is glad to be back on the mailing list.  Reading the 
Traveler reminded him of the wonderful times we all shared. 
 
Andrew S. Brenner ’90 (0953) [861 University Ave. #3, Palo 
Alto, CA 94301; Andrew@scoopman.com] keeps in touch with 
and regularly sees Jun Nakiri ‘90 (0957) and Gary Boone ‘89 
(0949), and had a great time last winter at the “Elite” Invest-
ment meeting of Acacians in Las Vegas.  Also in touch with 
Paul Hayre ‘91 (0970) who is doing well in the Boston area, 
and Mike Rosenthal ‘90 (0955) who just had his 3rd child.  
And, Andy is never telling John Carpenter ‘91 (0959) about his 
love-life again…. 
 
Michael I. Cvijanovich ’94 (0981) [2121 Frissell Ave., Apex, 
NC 27502; mcvijanovich@nc.rr.com] is now Vice President, 
Business Development at Access Worldwide Communications.  
“Sounds like Acacia is doing better than ever – congrats to the 
Active Brotherhood!” 
 
David M. Banfield ’95 (0985) [P.O. Box 7905, Breckenridge, 
CO 80424-7905; banfield@colorado.net] is happily married to 
Julia-Ann.  Their celebrated their 1st anniversary with the birth 
of first child, William.  Come visit! 
 
Brian Sivillo ’96 (0993) [1523 Barrington Circle, St. Augustine, 
FL 32092; brian.sivillo@libertymutual.com] writes “Buy some 
furniture.  Congratulations on the growth of the brotherhood.” 
 
Jason Wang ’96 (0997) [2315 46th Ave., San Francisco, CA 
94116-2004; jw16@cornell.edu] got engaged on Valentine’s 
Day.  Doing wedding photography on the side 
(www.jasonwangphotography.com).  Saw Jason McKee ‘97 
(1005) when he was in town doing wedding planning with 
Patara Yongvanich ‘97 (1006) and Derek Deich ‘97 (1013). 
 
Joshua D. Roth ‘03 (1049) [14 Buswell Street, Apt. 516, Bos-
ton, MA 02215; jdroth@bu.edu] writes that after completing his 
first year of law school at Boston University, he spent the sum-
mer working at the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office. In ad-
dition to spending time with a number of the actives in New 
York , he spent time over the summer with several Acacia 
alumni including his big brother, Byron Hing ’02 (1040), as 
well as David Klesh ‘02 (1037), Ilya Cherepakhin ‘03 (1058), 

and Ray Wang ‘97 (1009). He also met up with Brad Schmidt 
’99 (1025) and his wife, Angela, while they were passing 
through Boston.  
 
Ilya Cherepakhin ’03 (1058) [312 E. 90th St., #3A, New York, 
NY 10128; 917-623-3480; ilya_ilya_@hotmail.com] writes that 
he, David Klesh ‘02 (1037), Paul Molnar ‘98 (1014), and Ray 
Wang ‘97 (1009) are trying to start an alumni chapter in New 
York City.  After consulting with Acacia National, they learned 
that at least 15 signatures are required on the application.  So 
they are looking for anyone who lives and/or works in the New 
York Metropolitan Area.  If interested, please contact Ilya. 
 
Thomas L. Ricketts ‘03 (1051) [223 Elm St., Halifax, MA 
2338; 781-294-0486;tricketts@spherics.com] , despite having a 
job and friends, continues to live at home with his parents. Fur-
thermore, he has no intention of leaving such a choice setup in 
the foreseeable future. To his credit, however, Brother Ricketts 
paid a visit to the chapter house for Homecoming 2004. He was 
extremely impressed with the brotherhood, and the many house 
improvements. Brother Ricketts urges all alumni to visit North-
cote whenever possible, and see for themselves what a fine job 
the active chapter is doing. 
 
 

Brothers alumni Ricketts, Cherapakhin, and Schmidt enjoy the 
game with Brothers Rimshnick, and Dolgalev at Homecoming 
2004. 
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HONOR ROLL (2003-2004) 
 

 JOHN M ABELES '75 (0796) PL'72 
 CHRISTOPHER T ANDERSON '88 (0940) PL'85 
 ROBERT E BAKER '53 (0537) PL'50 
 DAVID M BANFIELD '95 (0985) PL'92 
 ROBERT J BERGREN '50 (0443) PL'47 
 ANDREW S BRENNER * '90 (0953) PL'87 
 STEWART L BURGER * '70 (0738) PL'67 
 WILLIAM C BURNETT * '53 (0490) PL'49 
 MARTIN S CARDINALI '84 (0918) PL'81 
 JOHN W CARPENTER III * '91 (0959) PL'87 
 MICHAEL I CVIJANOVICH * '94 (0981) PL'91 
 CHARLES W DEAKYNE * '50 (0446) PL'47 
 CHRISTOPHER P DEANE * '83 (0908) PL'80 
 L. WALTER DEITRICH '60 (0627) PL'57 
 ROBERT S FASH * '58 (0594) PL'54 
 DAVID R FISCHELL * '75 (0800) PL'72 
 CAREY W FLETCHER '58 (0596) PL'55 
 ROBERT D FLICKINGER * '47 (0434) PL'42 
 ROBERT T FRANSON '61 (0636) PL'59 
 JAMES E FU '94 (0979) PL'91 
 PAUL B GOLDBERG * '71 (0755) PL'68 
 DAVID A GORELICK '68 (0717) PL'65 
 WILLIAM B HAIRSTON III * '80 (0873) PL'77 
 STUART S HANTMAN MD '71 (0756) PL'68 
 THOMAS S HARP * '97 (1007) PL'94 
 MATTHEW S HARRIS '02 (1042) PL'00 
 PAUL N HAYRE * '91 (0970) PL'89 
 PAUL C HERRINGTON '81 (0882) PL'78 
 CARL H HERZOG * '66 (0711) PL'65 
 HENRY L HOOD * '43 (0407) PL'40 
 DAVID J HOWER '51 (0526) PL'50 
 CHARLES W HUFFINE III '86 (0931) PL'83 
 JONATHAN JACOBY '92 (0967) PL'89 
 PAUL C JAMES '56 (0606) PL'55 
 ALAN L JETTE '82 (0895) PL'79 
 MORRIS A JETTE JR. '80 (0868) PL'77 
 WILLIAM L KELTZ '61 (0632) PL'58 
 BRIAN KLUMPP '89 (0952) PL'87 
 LAFAYETTE W. "PETE" KNAPP JR. '51 (0509) PL'49 
 THOMAS E KOCOVSKY JR. * '69 (0730) PL'66 
 JOHN D KOETHE M.D. * '77 (0829) PL'74 
 JOHN L KRAKAUER * '62 (0642) PL'59 
 JERRY W KREIDER * '68 (0720) PL'65 
 ROBERT H LIGHTFOOTE '69 (0731) PL'66 
 JOHN S MALLERY JR. '52 (0545) PL'51 
 MARK F MALTENFORT '77 (0831) PL'74 
 DAVID M MAZAIKA '85 (0924) PL'82 

 SCOTT B McQUADE '03 (1050) PL'00 
 HARLAN M MEINWALD '74 (0789) PL'71 
 ANDREW H MERCER '82 (0890) PL'79 
 ROBERT C MERRITT * '75 (0807) PL'73 
 PAUL G MOLNAR * '98 (1014) PL'95 
 GEORGE L MUELLER JR. '57 (0574) PL'53 
 STANLEY R NIMAN * '73 (0783) PL'70 
 KEVIN R O'HARA '71 (0759) PL'68 
 ALAN T PASQUINO * '84 (0916) PL'81 
 WILLIAM PENDARVIS JR. '47 (0440) PL'46 
 MICHAEL M PLISS * '80 (0871) PL'77 
 THOMAS L RICKETTS '03 (1051) PL'00 
 NORBERT H ROIHL * '64 (0669) PL'61 
 JOSHUA D ROTH '03 (1049) PL'00 
 MARK A SCHATEN MD '84 (0923) PL'82 
 ERNEST F SCHAUFLER '48 (0500) PL'49 
 BRUCE G SCHNEIDER * '78 (0842) PL'75 
 HANS P SCHONENBERG * '52 (0535) PL'51 
 PRESTON W SHIMER '61 (0635) PL'58 
 JAMES C SHOWACRE '50 (0447) PL'47 
 BRIAN SIVILLO '96 (0993) PL'93 
 EDEN SLEGR '73 (0788) PL'71 
 ROBERT S SMITH * '42 (0391) PL'39 
 ROGER D SOLOWAY '57 (0589) PL'54 
 JEFFREY D SPIRO MD * '79 (0859) PL'76 
 ROBERT B SQUIRES * '52 (0496) PL'49 
 STEVEN L STEIN '73 (0787) PL'70 
 WILLIAM L STEVENS JR. '55 (0553) PL'52 
 KEITH W STONE '71 (0775) PL'69 
 STEPHEN H STRANGE '88 (0942) PL'85 
 JAMES M SYMONS '54 (0534) PL'51 
 FRANK F TETZ '55 (0554) PL'52 
 TIMOTHY K THOM '82 (0887) PL'79 
 FREDERICK W TIERNEY JR. * '71 (0763) PL'68 
 R. MARVIN TOWNSEND '55 (0555) PL'52 
 DAVID A TROST '71 (0764) PL'68 
 DANIEL E TURINSKY '97 (1004) PL'94 
 WILLIAM A UTIC * '77 (0836) PL'74 
 JASON WANG '96 (0997) PL'93 
 WILLIAM WICKHAM '51 (0450) PL'47 
 JOHN P WOODFORD * '47 (0435) PL'42 
 PATARA YONGVANICH '97 (1006) PL'94 
 HOWARD S ZWIEFEL III * '69 (0734) PL'66 
 
 90 Donors          35 Brother Tree Leaf recognitions 
 
* after name indicates Brother Tree leaf recognition (which is 
given to every Brother who has contributed at least $75 above 
his annual dues in any Academic year; their names are put on a 
brass plate attached to a plaque in the Commons area)  
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