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I am an Acacian. I hold a trust for all good Acacians -- those 

who were Acacians before me, 

those who are now, and those who will become 

Acacians in the future. In the Acacia spirit 

I charge myself with responsibilities; 

to better my fraternity's record. I am an Acacian 

wherever I may happen to be. I gladly contribute 

my honest share of effort, 

and wish to serve Acacia to the best of my ability. 

I will always think of Acacia as one of the best fraternities; 

its rich heritage of principles having been fostered 

so that I might enjoy a fine fraternal opportunity. 

I am an Acacian. I am proud of it. 



OPEN INVITATION TO ALUMNI 

If you are ever in the Ithaca area, the actives would like to 

invite you to stop by the House for a visit. 

We would love to meet you. 

Remember, Acacia fraternity will always be 

your home away from home. 

t . . 

Spring 1996 The Traveler 

A Letter From the Editor 
Actives and Alumni Unite 

by Dan Turinsky (#1004) 

Welcome lo the Spring 
1996 edilion of ll1e Traveler. This 
is the second time lhat I have served 
as editor of The Traveler, and I am 
very excited about lhe opportunity. 
I lhink lhis newsletter is a wonderful 
vehicle to let alumni get to know the 
active brothers of the Cornell Chap• 
ter. Every article in this edition hon
estly portrays lhe opinions and val• 
ues of individual brothers in the fra• 
temity. I believe that the alumni of 
Cornell Acacia have a right to know 
who is carrying on their legacy, and 
lhis edition of The Traveler is my at
tempt to fulfill part of that obligation. 
All I ask is thal you read a little bit 
about the active brothers and try to 
get to know us. Maybe, in the pro
cess, you'll see a little bit of your• 
selves. 

Speaking for myself, this 
semester is probably my most impor
tant one at Cornell. I'm a second 
semester junior, and this is basically 
my last chance to raise my GPA be
fore I apply to Law School. Speak
ing of Law School, I have to decide 
if that is what I want to do with my 

life after I graduate. It seems as if 
most people I know have been as
suming that I would become a law
yer for lhe last three years. I'm 
quickly approaching the point where 
I have to make a final decision. If 
any lawyers oulthere have any words 
of wisdom, I'm all ears. In the mean
time, I'm also going to be studying 
for theLSAT's. given in June (the test 
is good for five years even if I don't 
apply nexl fall), and looking for a 
good summer job or internship some
where in New York City. With ev
erything lhat I have to do this semes
ter, it's nice to be able to relax and 
just have a gocxl time with my friends 
here in the house when I have the 
chance. 

Acacia has been one of the 
most important influences on my life 
for lhe past two and a half years. I 
hope that when I graduate and start 
doing whatever it is that I'm going 
to do, there will be a house full of 
active brothers that I can contribute 
something to as a proud Acacia Fra
ternity alumnus. 
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Venerable Dean's Report 
From Beneath the Gavel 

by Todd Peskin (#994) 

We are off to another excit
ing semester of midtenns, projects, 
and pledges. Well, at least it will be 
exciting i.f our 5 pledges take our 
midterms and do our projects for us 
(yes, Randy, I am only joking). Oh, 
did I mention that we have pledges. 
The brothers put in a lot of hard work 
during Rush and in return we now 
have 5 future leaders of our house. 
One of the 5 is even a third genera
tion Cornell Acacia legacy. 

Having fun with pledges is 
not all that we plan on doing this se
mester. We are also planning on re
strengthening the ties of friendship 
with our alumni. All of you should 
receive a call sometime this semes
ter by one of the active brothers. We 
realize that many of you have not had 
a direct one on one conversation with 
one of the actives in quite some time. 
We would like to be able to speak 
with you, individually, to answer any 
of your questions and to listen to any 
of your suggestions. We hope that 
by reopening communications di
rectly with all of you that we will also 
begin to see more of you at some of 
our events such as homecoming. 

In addition, we plan on 
working on a full Web page during 

t11e next year. Currently, we have a 
basic Web page located at http:// 
www.greekweb.com Uust select 
houses and then Acacia for our page). 
This traveler will also be accessible 
on the Web (it should be accessable 
through my page: http:// 
www.cs.cornell.edu/Info/People/ 
peskin/Welcome.html). A good Web 
page can help us market ourselves to 
potential rushees as well as keep our 
alumni up to date on house affairs. 
If any of you have any content (pos
sibly stories about rooms, the house, 
etc.) then please send them in or e
mail them to me at tepl@cornell.edu. 
I would like to be able to give a vir
tual house tour complete with stories 
about each of the rooms to highlight 
the distinctiveness of Northcote. If 
you have the ability to scan in pic
tures and have any tllat you would 
like to share then they would also be 
greatly appreciated. 

Well, this is my last 
Traveler as Venerable Dean. This 
has truly been an interesting 
experience. I would like to thank 
the brotllers who have done their 
part tllroughout the year in trying to 
make my job easier. 

No. l 

Derek P. Deich '97 (1013) 
Agricultural Economics 

Cupertino, CA 

The Traveler 

Jordan I. Flaste '98 (1015) 
Evolutionary Biology 

Brooklyn, NY 

27 

Paul G. Molnar '98 (1014) 
Electrical Engineering 

Commack, NY 

Barcia)' H. Hershey '98 (1016) 
Physics 

Sewickley, PA 

''TO STRENGTHEN THE TIES OF FRIENDSHIP, 

ONE WITH ANOTHER; 

TO PREPARE OURSELVES AS EDUCATED MEN 

TO TAKE A MORE ACTIVE PART 

AND TO HAVE A GREATER INFLUENCE IN THE 

AFFAIRS OF THE COMMUNITY 

IN WHICH WE MAY RESIDE; 

AND, ABOVE ALL, 

TO SEEK THE TRUTH AND KNOWING IT, 

TO GIVE LIGHT TO THOSE WITH WHOM WE 

MAY BE ASSOCIATED 

AS WE TRAVEL ALONG LIFE'S PATHWAY." 
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Spring 1996 
CHAPTER ROSTER 

Christopher Race IC'96 (990) 
Accounting 

Blossvale, NY 

Brian R. Sivillo '96 (0993) 
Hotel Management 

Erie, PA 

Todd E. Peskin '97 (0994) 
MEng, MBA 

Washington Crossing, PA 

Jon M. Poelma '96 (0996) 
Agricultural Economics 

Cuba, NY 

Jason Wang '96 (0997) 
Mechanical Engineering 

Clarks Summit, PA 

William A. Kelly '96 (1000) 
Hotel Administration 
Cameron Park, CA 

Marco A. Cabassi '97 (1003) 
Applied & Engineering Physics 

Rome, Italy 

Daniel E. Turinsky '97 (1004) 
Industrial&Labor Relations 

Staten Island, NY 

Jason Q. McKee '97 (1005) 
Chemistry 

Saratoga Springs, NY 

Patara Yongvanich '97 (1006) 
Mechanical Engineering 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Thomas Harp '97 (1007) 
Applied & Engineering Physics 

Kenmore, NY 

Matthew S.Hartman'97 (1008) 
Psychology 

Hummelstown, PA 

Raymond Wang '97 (1009) 
Fine Arts 

Stamford, CT 

Peter Nguyen '97 (1010) 
Biology & Society 
West Orange, NJ 

Todd T. Russell '96 (1011) 
Hotel Administration 

Stratton, VT 

Daniel R. Davidson '97 (1012) 
Operations Research 

Potomac, MD 

No. l The Traveler 3 

From the Corp Board President 
by Steven L Stein '73 (#0787) 

For any of you not famil
iar with Murphy's Law (anything 
that can go wrong will go wrong), 
please stop by for a visit U1e next 
time you're in Ithaca! Just before 
Winter break, the Actives reported 
a leak in the Commons ceiling. 
So, Jim Showacre and I checked 
it out. After opening up the ceil
ing (setting off the fire alarm with 
sheetrock dust), we discovered the 
leak was corning from the Center 
Room bathroom toilet. When we 
unseated the toilet, we discovered 
that rhere was a hole in the cast 
iron flange, and the floor and 
subfloor were completely rotted. 
We fixed the hole, rebuilt the 
subfloor and floor, retiled the 
floor, reseated the toilet, and re
paired the Commons ceiling. 

There was also a leak (ac
tually two) in the Library. Simi
lar story - rotted floor and subfloor 
beneath toilet, leaking shower 
drain, and overflowing urinal. 
We're almost done with these re
pairs (thanks, also, to Sam 
Morrie, our urinal expert), and the 
Library ceiling looks good as new. 

Replacing some burned 
out fluorescent bulbs in the 
kitchen became a full day project 
of replacing a couple of burned 
out ballasts and broken lamp 
holders. Removing the old fire 

alarm battery charger and battery 
cabinets (a "10 minute" job) be
came a two hour project because 
I had to disconnect and reconnect 
a heat/smoke detector and reroute 
the wire in order to remove one 
oft.he cabinets. 

And, the flat wing roofis 
leaking. The membrane (about 11 
years old) will probably need to 
be replaced, flashing sealed, roof 
drains unclo.gged, and scupper 
drains enlarged. And, sheetrock 
and flooring in the wing must be 
replaced. None of this was bud
geted for. Jim, Sam, and I have 
been "donating" our labor to make 
these repairs. There are others 
necessary, including replacing 
eaves troughs and downspouts, 
repairing front and back porticos, 
etc. Same old story - lot's of work 
to do, little help, no money. Some 
of these repairs cannot be done 
without hiring a contractor. 

In my "spare time", I've 
been in contact with Cornell's Fra
ternity Alumni Affairs Office, and 
we're sharing data in order to keep 
in touch with more of our alumni. 
Hopefully, this Traveler will reach 
about a dozen of you with whom 
we've been out of touch for a 
while. By the fall, even more 
"lost" brothers will be found. 

A couple of you (William 
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Burnett '53 (0490) and Jerry 
Kreider '68 (0720)) have recently 
volunteered to help us raise some 
much needed capital by contact
ing your classmates. Anyone else 
who is willing to do so (how about 
one of MY pledge class, since 
only 2 ofus have opened our wal
lets), PLEASE give me a call 
[607-277-3125], write me [339 

East Miller Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850}, or E-Mail me 
[ sls8@cornell.edu J. 

Thanks to all of you who 
have already contributed, and 
thanks in advance to the rest of 
you who will. Keep those cards 
and letters coming l Cornell Aca
cia desperately needs your finan
cial support! Have a great year. 

Notice of Annual Corporation Board Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Cornell Chapter of Acacia Fraternity, Inc. will 
be Saturday, May 4, 1996 at 11 :00 am at Acacia Fraternity, 318 Highland 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 (607 257-7055). 

Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 

Cast ~ vote for the future of your Fraternity. 

No. I The Traveler 

CARL H HERZOG '66 (0711) PL'65 
HENRY L HOOD '43 (0407) PL'40 

CHARLES W HUFFINE III '86 (0931) PL'83 
F. MICHAEL HUGO '62 (0597) PL'54 
BURTON F INGLIS '40 (0385) PL'38 

PAUL C JAMES '56 (0606) PL'55 
ALAN L JETTE '82 (0895) PL'79 

MORRIS A JETTE JR. '80 (0868) PL'77 
WILLIAM L KELTZ '61 (0632) PL'58 

LAFAYETTE W. "PETE" KNAPP JR. '51 (0509) PL'49 
JONATHON V LAMMERS '93 (0972) PL'90 

ALLEN M MALE '62 (0643) PL'59 
JOHNS MALLERY JR. '52 (0545) PL'51 

MARK F MALTENFORT '77 (0831) PL'74 
HENRY B MARSHALL MD '34 (0332) PL'33 

ROBERT P MATUSIAK '71 (0758) PL'68 
DAVID M MAZAIKA '85 (0924) PL'82 
DANIEL R MERRILL '83 (0907) PL'80 
ROBERT C MERRITT '75 (0807) PL'73 
DWIGHT S MILLER '51 (0472) PL'48 
STANLEY R NIMAN '73 (0783) PL'70 

WILLIAM PENDARVIS JR. '47 (0440) PL'46 
DAVID J SANGREE '84 (0917) PL'81 

BRUCE G SCHNEIDER '78 (0842) PL'75 
PHILLIP M SCHULER '80 (0886) PL'79 
JAMES C SHOWACRE '50 (0447) PL'47 

PERRY D SLOCUM '35 (0342) PL'34 
ROBERT H SNIDER '48 (0455) PL'47 

JEFFERY D SPIRO MD '78 (0859) PL'76 
STEVEN L STEIN '73 (0787) PL'70 

RONALD F TESARIK '59 (0615) PL'56 
R. MARVIN TOWNSEND '55 (0555) PL'52 

WILLIAM A UTIC P.E.; A.I.C.P. '77 (0836) PL'74 
EARL A WESTERVELT '40 (0373) PL'37 
WILLIAM WICKHAM '51 (0450) PL'47 

ALBERTS WOODFORD '45 (0436) PL'42 
JOHN P WOODFORD '47 (0435) PL'42 

25 
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C A C I 

Chapter Eternal 

William I. Noonburg '27 (0267) - 1/12/96 

HONOR ROLL (1995 - 1996) 

LANE J ABRAMS '84 (0915) PL'81 
KENT A BELVIN '70 (0736) PL'67 

CLARENCE F BENT DVM '39 (0334) PL'33 
ROBERT J BERGREN '50 (0443) PL'47 
ANDREWS BRENNER '90 (0953) PL'87 
STEWART L BURGER '70 (0738) PL'67 

WILLIAM C BURNETT '53 (0490) PL'49 
FREDRIC C BURTON '42 (0380) PL'38 

MARTINS CARDINALI '84 (0918) PL'81 
JOHN W CARPENTER III '91 (0959) PL'87 

DAVID L CHAMPLIN '55 (0546) PL'52 
ALEXANDER J CHENEY '40 (0381) PL'38 

JOHN M CLARKSON 'GR (0309) PL'29 
ETHAN H COSGRIFF '82 (0889) PL'79 

BRUCE W DEAN '57 (0576) PL'54 
PHILIP ENGLER '70 (0739) PL'67 

JOHN F FELDSTED '77 (0824) PL'74 
DAVID R FISCHELL '75 (0800) PL'72 

DONALD C FISH '58 (0595) PL'55 
CAREY W FLETCHER '58 (0596) PL'55 

ROBERT D FLICKINGER '47 (0434) PL'42 
PAUL B GOLDBERG '71 (0755) PL'68 
DAVIDA GORELICK '68 (0717) PL'65 
JOHN M GRAHAM '81 (0883) PL'78 

STUART S HANTMAN MD '71 (0756) PL'68 
PAUL HAYRE '91 (0970) PL'89 

FRANK H HENJES JR. '54 (0571) PL'S3 

Volume 89 
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Black and Old Gold 
by Brian R. Sivillo (#0993) 

TI1e end or the beginning? 
I ask myself lhis question every time 
that I remember I.hat this is my last 
semester as an Acacian. Maybe if I 
had a job already, I would not ask 
myself this question. But since I do 
not, it may be a healtl1y question to 
ask. The answer is both. This is the 
end of my days as an active member 
of Acacia, but the beginning of my 
years as an alumnus member. Also, 
it is the end of my days as a student, 
and the beginning of my years as a 
businessman. Its amazing how much 
one can grow over a four 
year period. It makes me 
wonder how I got to where 
I am, and always leads me 
back to remembering my 
days as an active and 
imagining my years as an 
alumnus. 

I've seen the best 
and the worst days of my life as an 
active member of Acacia. These 
have come both on a personal level 
and on a communal level When I 
evaluate these situations and picture 
what actually happened, I think back 
to the two questions that were asked 
of me as a pledge some three years 
ago. What can Acacia do for me? 
And what can I do for Acacia? 

What can Acacia do for me, 
or, more appropriately, what has 
Acacia done for me. Well, besides 
experiencing the death of my big 
brother, a replaced roof on the old 
part of the house, a fire, a leaky wing 
roof, burst pipes, a leaky bathroom 

that has been tom up for a few weeks 
now, and the joy associated with 
being Venerable Dean, Acacia has 
meant more to me than anyone will 
ever know. I remember reading in 
the Pythagoras that the active of to
morrow is different than I.he pledge 
of today, and this person is almost 
always a better man. Could it be? 
Does all of that stuff force-fed to us 
real! y have meaning? I believe it 
does. I also believe that this better 
man is that man that all of us, actives 
and alumni, see every morning in the 

mirror. 
As I look in the mir

ror, I see why I am a bet
ter man. I remember tl1e 
days that Acacia has given 
me. I remember seeking 
the 1rutl1 and giving light 
to lhose with whom I was 
and am associated with. I 

remember the leadership experi
ences, the social events, tl1e broth
erhood bonding, the growth that I 
have taken over the last four years. 
These are all things that t.ave shaped 
my college career. And. moreover, 
they are all things that will shape my 
future as I travel along life's path
way. 

What have I done for Acacia? 
I have been Junior Steward, Senior 
Dean, Venerable Dean, and Rush 
Chairman. I also like to tl1ink that I 
was a good brother. What is a good 
brolher? A good brother is not made 
by the size of his checkbook, the size 
of his office portfolio, nor the size 



6 Cornell Acacia Volume 89 

of his room. A good brother is made 
by the size of his heart. A good 
brother bleeds Black and Old Gold. 
Yes, the above tl1ree things can be 
results of tl1is heart, but they are not 
the generators of it. A good brother 
is like a diamond in tlle rough. If it 
does not shine, it will never be found. 
Once this diamond is found it should 
never be lost. For only time will tell 
its value. An alumnus' value can 
only be judged by the future. Know
ing this, I now approach my final 
question. 

What can I do for Acacia? I 
can only do what all alumni mem
bers are asked to do. I can pay my 
dues and I can keep my address cur
rent. I would love to do more (I think 
Jim Showacre, Steve Stein, and Sam 
Morrie need some reprieve), but, 
unfortunately, my location will limit 
my involvement. I can also stay in 
touch with the house. A phone call 
every now and tllen will cost me 
notlling except time. Is it wasted 
time talking to my brotllers, broth-

ers who are in t11e exact same place 
I was nearly x years ago? Finally, I 
can ask myself if I have done all I 
can do. 

Bret11ren, U1e point that I am 
trying 10 make is simple. It is so 
simple that we have all known it 
since day one of our pledgeship. The 
man who works for something 
greater U1an himself will ultimately 
benefit himself tlle most. Are we 
working for sometlling greater tllan 
ourselves? Are we all good broth
ers? Have I done all I can? Is U1is 
tl1e end or the beginning? Can we 
all approach our graves like one who 
wraps the drapery of his couch about 
him and lies down to pleasant 
dreams? All good answers may be 
unique, but they do not lack com
monalty. To tllose with good an
swers, I bid you good night. To 0111-
ers, I bid you the lighl. 

When you were looking in 
the mirror tllis morning, did you cut 
yourself while shaving? Did you 
bleed Black and Old Gold? 

C A C I A 

No. l The Traveler 23 

Jerry Kreider '68 (0720) [9 Narbrook Park, Narberth, PA 19072] was happy to see 
Uiat Rich Ahlfeld '68 (0713) and David Gorelick '68 (0717) were also on Honor 
Roll. So, a whopping 3 of 14 brot11ers from tlle HUGE pledge class of '65 re
sponded. Brotller Kreider generously volunteered to contact tlle rest of his pledge 
class, trying to get 100% participation. [Editor's Note: I sent Jerry the names, 
addresses, and phone numbers, but haven't seen or heard from any of tliat pledge 
class. Where are you guys?] 

Stuart S. Hantman MD '71 (0756) [382 NW 112 Ave., CoraJ Springs, FL 33071-
7967] - Daughter Melissa, 17, will be attending Cornell Summer College this 
Summer. She is student reponer for Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel. Son Marc, 13, 
was called to Toral1 as Bar Mitzvah. He plays varsity basketball at Ramblewood 
Middle School. 

David R. Fischel) '75 (0800) [71 Riverlawn Dr., Fair Haven, NJ 07704] - and 
wife, Sarah, continue to push ahead on all fronts. She is now division manager 
with AT&T, and David has been part of the founding of a new medical device 
company. Daughters Erin (8) and Jennifer (5) are their greatest joy. 

Morris Jette '80 (0868) (4435 N. First St. #184, Livermore, CA 94550) has moved 
around and travelled quite a lot. Younger brother Alan '82 (0895) reminded him 
to contact Acacia. Morris works as computer scientist with Lawrence Livennore 
Lab. Gary Hay '80 (0867) was in the area for a couple of years, and now works at 
tlle Pentagon. 

Phillip M. Schuler '80 (0886) (719 Burritt Rd., Hilton, NY 14468-9765] is now 
working for Johnson & Johnson, as Kodak sold portions of their business in 1994. 
Same job, same location, same people, just different employer: Third child (1st 
son) born 10/23/95, keeping he and wife, Jennifer, on their toes. 

Lane J. Abrams '84 (0915) [28 Locust St., Falmouth, MA 02540-2657] has re
cently seen Chris '83 (0908) and Barbara '83 (L012) Deane, Brian '84 (0913) 
Stroehlein, Ken '83 (0902) and Julie '83 (LOl 7) Weiss, and Annette Huber '85 
(L0912). 

John W. Carpenter III '91 (0959) (8720 Chatllam St., Fort Myers, FL 33907] 
recently moved back to FL. If they ever own tlleir own home, Acacians will have 
a place to go during Spring Break! 

Mike Cvijanovich '94 (0981) [6312 Waterford Hills Drive #1121, Charlotte, NC 
28269) - Kara recently accepted new job in Charlotte, so she and "Bowling Ball" 
relocated tllere to shorten commute. Kudos to tlle Actives on an excellent Trav
eler. Remember that, without tradition, Acacia Fraternity would not exist. 
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William C. Burnett '53 (0490) [11 S. Helderberg Pkwy., S!ingerlands, NY 121.59) 
stopped at home of Dick '53 (0533) and Barbara Davis in Langhorne, PA for pre
new years (1995) get-togeLher wilh I.hem and Dave '51 (0526) and Loma Hower. 
Saw some really crazy home Chrisunas lights. Went on to Ft. Myers, FL until 
mid-April, and I.hen continued on to Alaska, Washington, and the Canadian 
Rockies. Brother Burnett made the interesting observation U1at his Roll# is 0490, 
he pledged in '49, and Acacia was founded in 1904! 

Donald C. Fish '58 (0595) [4405 Holter Ct, Jefferson, MD 21755) thanked Aca
cia for the Chrisunas card and tour of I.he Chapter House last August when he, 
wife, and daughter stopped by. He was surprised to see his composite photo 
hanging in the stairwell. 

Carey W. Fletcher '58 (0596) [1624 Dole St. #1101, Honolulu, HI 96822] - [Edi
tors Note: The Fletcher's Christmas letter contained news that Carey has been 
diagnosed as possibly having Parkinson's Disease. We all wish Carey and family 
ilie best.] 

John Male '58 [40 Hemlock Dr., Lunenburg, MA 01462) - Thanks to Roger 
Soloway's '57 (0589) note in Fall Traveler, Brolher Male provided us with some 
news. While those around him are retiring, he has purchased another business. 
He keeps buying up his competitors. Daughter Wendy is MD in Bristol, CT. Son 
Randall (CU MBA) is consultant with Ariliur B. Little in Cambridge, MA, and 
daughter Lauren is part-time school teacher in Manchester, VT. He and wife 
Judy thoroughly enjoy their two grandchildren. 

Ronald F. Tesarik '59 (0615) (1080 Havenwood Ln, Lake Forest, IL (i0()45J writes 
"great to see that the number of active Brothers has increased. Best wishes for 
successful '96 Rush. 

Carl H. Herzog '66 (0711) (6 Wild Ginger Ct., The Woodlands, TX 77380-1347) 
- After almost 30 years, now finding himself returning to Cornell for occasional 
visits, as son, Mike is freshman in Arts&Sciences. 

Dr. David A. Gorelick '68 (0717) (2705 Moores Valley Dr., Baltimore, MD 21209-
1050] - Son Daniel enjoying junior year at Penn, and tactful enough not to men
tion outcomes of Penn-CU athletic competitions. Wife Naomi (CUMC '77) left 
Johns Hopkins to take new job as Chief of Adult Ambulatory Care at St Agnes, 
in Baltimore. His job with NIH continues to be intellectually stimulating. 
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Alumni Affairs Reestablished 
by Paul Molnar (#1014) 

The Cornell Acacia the present and future of this 
chapter has created a commit- Fraternity. We will reestab-
tee to reestablish communica- lish this communication with 
tion with alumni. We the Ac- alumni with letters, telephone 
tive brothers realize that calls, and a web page 
Alumni Affairs is business that (http:\\www.greekweb.com), 
Acacia has neglected for many in addition to the existing Trav-
years and we would like to eler. 
once again make the brother
alumni an important part of the 
chapter. We have created a 
committee which will have 
four goals: 

i) to define the respon
sibilities of the Dean of Alumni 
Affairs, an office to be created 
for the 1996-97 academic year; 

ii) to reestablish com
munication between theActive 
Brothers and the living 
Alumni; 

iii) to raise capital for 
improvements to the Acacia 
house and to lower the Active 
brothers' costs; 

iv) to promptly and 
personally acknowledge all 
contributions from alumni 
upon receipt. 
The reinstatement of the Dean 
of Alumni Affairs is a long 
overdue change. Communica
tion with all the alumni is not 
only important, but essential to 

We would also like to 
raise money for the Corpora
tion Board. The house needs 
some major repairs (i.e. roof
ing, barroom floor) and some 
new furnishings. The dues we 
currently receive from alumni 
barely pay for insurance and 
taxes. 

Many brother-alumni 
have generously contributed 
over the years, and their only 
acknowledgement has been 
seeing their name in the Trav
eler. I would like to have ev-
ery contribution acknowledged 
promptly, and by an Active 
brother. 

Brother-alumnus Andy 
Regenbaum has brought up the 
idea of an .. alumni tree." My 
sister, a college-bound art stu
dent, has volunteered to paint 
this tree for us. We will add 
"leaves," plates with an alum
nus donor's name and roll 
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number/graduation year, for 
every contribution of a certain 
amount to be determined. This 
would be an excellent daily 
reminder to the Active broth
ers that we have many brother
alumni on whom we rely for 
support. 

I would like to hear 

comments or suggestions from 
our brother-alumni about our 
goals and how we should try 
to achieve them. I want the 
brother-alumni to once again 
feel like they are an important 
part of the Fraternity because 
brotherhood at Acacia does not 
end with graduation. 

One Night in Bangkok ... 
by PataraYongvanich (#1006) 

The first thing I heard when I 
went back home was how cold the 
weather was and bow everyone was 
wearing sweaters to bed. Well, to my 
dismay, it was a mere 85 degrees dur
ing the day and 70 degrees at night. I 
normally get to go home once every 
year so I always try to make the best 
out of it. Most importantly I try to 
spend as much time as possible with 
my family. It's kinda hard to go back 
home and see all my cousins grow up 
so much. I see my parents once a year 
and since I was there until January 20, 
I was able to spend time with my 
mother for her birthday. That was a 
very special moment this winter break. 
I also try to visit my friends in various 
colleges in Bangkok. For any of you 
planning a visit to Bangkok soon, you 
have to try to get to Royal City Avenue, 
also known as RCA. It's a street filled 
with bars, cafes, and discotheques. I 
was there during new years weekend 

and it was a blast. Thousands of people 
hanging out and dancing in the streets. 
It was almost like a mini Mardi Gras. 

I remember two years ago I 
was eating lunch in a McDonalds in the 
heart of Bangkok wearing my ACACIA 
I-shin. An American tourist noticed it 
right away and continued to tell me chat 
she was in Kappa Alpha Theta at Indi
ana University. Her.chapter and the In
diana Chapter (I think) were brother/ 
sisters chapters and so we talked for a 
while. She told me that she was start
ing a religious cult in Bangkok and in
vited me to a meeting. That's not ex
actly an offer you would get every day 
in Ithaca. 

Anyway, it was nice to be 
back home and see my friends and fam
ily again. So if any of you are plan
ning to visit the Land of Smiles, feel 
free to give me a call and I'd be glad to 
give you tourist advice. Sawaddee. 
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Clarence F. Bent DVM '39 (0334) [Embassy Mobile Home Park, 16416 US-19 
N, Lot 1704, Clearwater, FL 34624) comments: "From the era of late Buffalo St. 
to early Highland Rd., I see only R. Reid '39 (0346), R. Snowdon, and I are only 
brothers on the ' 94-'95 Honor Roll. What happened to the others of that era? 
Please send me any names from that era and I'll contact them.". Also, Clarence's 
health has been excellent after surgery, and be and Ruth will be in NH in June 
attending 60th Anniversary party being given by children and friends. 

Perry Slocum '35 (0342) [950 Avenue SSE, Winter Haven, FL 33880-4618) and 
bis wife still enjoy the warmer half of the year in the fantastic NC mountains and 
the cooler, winter months in beautiful Centr_al FL. They get the best of all 4 
seasons, and have i10 snow to shovel. 

Fredric C. Burton '42 (0380) [6134 16th SL, Zephyrhills, FL 33540-2654) talked 
to Jerry Kennard '43 (0400) about a year ago. Fredric now lives with daughter 
and husband year-round in FL, and is recovering from a stroke. He's love to hear 
from other Cornell Acacians (813-783-9961). 

Alexander J. Cheney '40 (0381) [14 Horizon Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850-9770) mar
ried Martha Atwood '40 in 1941, and they have 4 children (3 are Cornell grads) 
and 17 grandchildren. Alex generously donated $200 in memory of his brothers 
David W. Cheney DVM '22 (0197) and John B. Cheney DVM '24 (0239). 

William Pendarvis Jr. '41 (0440) [11781 SE 162 Ave., Clackamas, OR 97015) 
has been enjoying "refonnatting" after sale of his company, and had a great month 
in Italy, plus a very successful fishing trip to Alaska. 

Robert J. Bergren '50 (0443) (120 Porter St., Easton, PA 18042-7651) was with 
Jack Carpenter '50 (0459) and Charlie Deakyne '50 (0446) at their 45th CU Re
union last June. 

Robert H. Snider '48 (0455) (5 Little Spring Run, Fairport, NY 14550) is back to 
nonnal (hopefully) after a bout with cancer and chemo. He's still an active 
firefighter. 

Dwight S. Miller '51 (0472) [Schultzville Rd., RR 2, Box 207, Clinton Comers, 
NY 12514-9619] flew to Oklahoma for a wedding in August, and was it ever hot 
and dry! They visited relatives in MD and DE in September. Also attended 
family reunion in Deerfield, MA and Southbury, CT. Nice country! 
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Life as a Grad. Student 
by Todd Peskin (#994) 

For those of you who do not 
already know, I decided to stay in 
Ithaca for another 2 years after 
graduating last May. Why, you may 
ask. Well, actually I have asked 
myself that same question. I believe 
that the answer lies in my Freshman 
year dorm. 

Freshman year I lived in U
Hall 1 on a noor of approximately 
50 people. Of these 50 people, 6 of 
us are currently working towards a 
Master of Engineering Degree at 
Cornell. In addition, 4 of the people 
from my floor have held the office 
of President of a Fraternity or a So
rority. My conclusion: Cornell used 
us as some sort of an experiment. I 
still have no proof, mind you, but I 
do remember the water in the foun
tain on my floor tasting rather 
strange. I just find it hard to believe 
that aJJ of this is just a coincidence. 

So, what is life like as a Grad. 
student? Picture undergrad, but then 
tack on a bunch of huge group 
projects. I did actually manage to 
not do homework on any Friday or 
Saturday night up until the very last 
weekend of the semester. I had three 
major group projects do in a span of 
three days. Let me tell you, spend
ing all night in a computer lab is not 
much fun. 

There are, of course, some 
benefits to being a Grad. student. 
They give me keys to all of these 
strange rooms that I never even knew 
existed. In addition, there are occa-

sionally Grad. events where tl1ey 
actually give you free beer. Yes, I 
know, tllis may not seem tl1at excit
ing, but at Cornell this is an ex
tremely rare occurrence. Of course, 
considering tl1e cost of tuition tl1e 
beer can hardly be seen as free. 

To better explain why I am 
really here, I have come up with a 
top 10 list of my reasons: 

10. I didn't want to have to 
learn a new Alma Matter (besides, I 
still haven't memorized all of the 
verses in Cornell's Alma Mater) 

9. Hot truck (I can't leave 
until Bob sets up franchises nation
ally) 

8. Getting requests for do
nations from one school is enough 
for me (I haven't even left yet and 
Cornell has already asked me for 
money). 

7. Cornell hockey - I know 
all oft.he chants 

6. Ithaca is a bustling Me
tropolis 

5. I love taking tests 
4. It's the only way I can be 

Elder Statesman 
3. So I could go to Senior 

Week three times in a row 
2. Ijust love the weather here 
I . Acacia - I tllought I needed 

at least one real reason on this list 

Well, it's now midnight 
which means that I'd better get back 
to work. 
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The Business/Jock Report 
by Dan Davidson (#1012) 

As Cornell Acacia's only 
double officer tllis semester I thought 
I'd take this opportunity to save ev
eryone some time and squeeze in tlie 
Treasurer's and Athletic Chair's re
port in a single article. Hopefully 
my article will stay in one piece this 
time. I'll start off by letting every
one know tllat despite the ups and 
downs of the past semester witll tile 
usual unexpeceted expenses and tlle 
pleasant small bonuses that fell our 
way, the active chapter is in stable 
financial shape to the point where 
we• ve actually built up a modest re
serve fund in case of emergency situ
ations. With some luck, we may be 
able to build on it further to provide 
some real protection for us. Being 
Treasurer is probably Ille most thank
less job in t.he house for the amount 
of work you put in and the headaches 
it causes (particularly when it comes 
to collection time), but when I'm able 
to make tllese steps to strengthen 
Acacia's future, it makes it worth it 
But you are all probably more inter
ested in finding out that Acacia won 
its first intramural championship in 
recent memory last semester by de
f eating all the best (of tile rest) 
bowlers in tile Cornell Greek system 
and triumphing in No-Tap Bowling. 
Special thanks go to Paul Molnar 
and Jason Wang, the guys who made 
it possible. We also have yet to be 
defeated by another team in our 
sports events this semester so far. 

~ 

True, it's just begun, but we're off to 
a great start in bowling and inner
tube water polo. We also have our 
entire returning badminton team that 
advanced 10 tlle championship finals 
last year and have six out of seven 
starters returning from last year's 
floor hockey team that was witllin 
an overtime goal of the playoffs. 
We• re also fielding competitive 
teams in volleyball and indoor soc
cer. This year's looking very good 
for Team Acacia atl1letics. 

However, now's tile time 
when I have to discuss some bad 
news. Due to rapidly rising ex
penses, Corp. Board is raising our 
rent by $2400 a year for each of tile 
next four years. Also, as time goes 
on, the house continues 10 display the 
signs of age. Repairs and refurbish
ment are always needed, but Corp. 
Board has not had the funds over the 
last year to budget for them. The 
wing is leaking which has forced me 
out of my room and caused damage 
to others. Many of the bathrooms in 
the old part of tile house have been 
experiencing leaks and water dam
age too. We truly need the help from 
all alumni possible to help keep 
Nortllcote standing. Thanks to all 
those who have already been gener
ous witll your time and money and 
please try to get tile brothers who 
were actives when you were here to 
follow your example. 
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Incense, Beer, & Problem Sets ... it doesn't get any 
better than this 

by Marco Cabassi (#1003) 

Yet another year bas 
graced us witb its presence here 
at house Acacia. In the last is
sue I made the difficult decision 
not to write a Traveler article for 
the simple reason that I'm sure 
you've all read enough about the 
joys of engineering co-op and 
the mysteries of living by one's 
lonely self. I hate 10 be the one 
to crack the myth but neither 
one is anything to write home 
about. Unluckily for you 
tJ10ugh, this year I changed my 
mind (I bought a really cool 
dark blue one) and used it to 
decide that I will write a trav
eler article. 

Based on the fact that 
I have recently been elected phi
lanthropy chair, I suppose I 
should say a few words as to 
what I have planned for our 'hu
man service' department. I want 
to focus on activities that will 
bring the house together, as well 
as benefit the community. If we 
have to do something we don't 
particularly enjoy, then we 
shouldn't do it. That is why I'll 
have all events voted on during 
chapter meetings (pretty revo
lutionary hu?). Then, if enough 
brothers dislike the event, I'll 
make sure to commit us to seven 
relentless years of it. We will 
keep adopting a stretch of Route 
13 (believe it or not that philan-

tJ1ropic event passed- so on with the 
yellow helmets and fluorescent pink 
coats- and anyone who complains 
about waking up at seven a.m. Sat
urday morning shall be summarily 
sentenced to 'cleaning of the 
greasetrap with a wet paper plate 
while listening to brother McKee's 
extensive and rather infamous disco 
collection'). We will also (for the 
second year running) participate in 
Ibis year's Cabin Fever. Other than 
that, due to a magical disappearing 
philanthropy file that everyone but 
me has seen, I'm going to set out to 
organize new events from scratch. I 
think something particularly apt to 
our brilliant house would be tutor
ing high school kids- I've already put 
my good offices 10 work on said 
project (I made a phone call.. well 
to be honest I only planned to make 
the phone call, but its the thought 
that counts). I'm also making con
tacts with our neighbor's philan
thropy chairs so that I may sLeal their 
ideas and propel myself to eternal 
glory in the world of philanthropy. I 
also started a new philanthropy file, 
pending the find of the original, once 
the garden thaws and excavations 
can begin (I have a hunch it is bur
ied ten paces east of the poplar in 
our yard- that would place it right 
next to the wine cellar). The beauty 
of the new philanthropy file is that I 
extensively doused it in dog food and 
essence of Bean (Bean is the house 
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period longer than their trial mem
bership? It doesn't make any 
sense to me. Actually, it does -
it makes perfect sense when I 
think of a power and money hun
gry business. The Hyena chapter 
is treating this as a business prob
lem, not a personal one. They 
have ignored lhe fact that they 
were recommended to Simba by 
his brother, a fellow Acacian. If 
they truly want to treat this as a 
business, how would their income 
(pledge numbers) be affected if 
there was a headline in the cam
pus newspaper that read, "ACA
CIA WINS LAWSUIT AGAINST 
EX-PLEDGE" -dated for Rush 
Week '96, of course. 
It has come down to the point 
where Mufasa is truly embar
rassed that he recommended Aca
cia to his brother and family. He 
has to assure his parents that the 
people he lives with are nothing 
like that - nor are any other 
Acacians he's actually met. I love 
Acacia, and I love the Cornell 
chapter .. .! can't see any active 
here, nor any alumnus that I know, 
being this cold-hearted and down
right disrespectful. In my view, 
the Hyena chapter's policy does 
nothing but prey on W1suspecting 
freshmen. It angers me even to 
write this; I'm afraid it will give 

Acacia a bad name. The fact is, 
my words aren't responsible for 
giving Acacia a bad image - the 
actions of the alumni association 
of the Hyena chapter are. I feel 
that a part of my own fraternity 
has wronged many people, includ
ing Mufasa's family. I am bitter 
- and I hold no respect for those 
who have wronged Simba. Simba 
insists that the trouble lies with 
only a select few, and that most of 
the actives are great guys. I want 
to believe so, but why are those 
good Acacians over there sitting 
around and letting this whole is
sue continue? 
I must now apologize to you for 
having to put up with this silly 
name game. Of couffe, you know 
the lawyer business, and I guar
antee that if I mention who the 
Hyena chapter is specifically, 
they'll also accuse Mufasa's fam
ily of slander. If any Hyena Chap
ter member is reading this and has 
nothing to do with this-shame on 
you. You should be involved; your 
fraternity is doing a terrible thing 
and you should stop it before it 
goes any further. Scar, if you're 
reading this-I can't even begin 
to explain the feelings I have to
wards you - you know who you 
are, and you make me sick. Bitter 
feelings? - just a euphemism. 
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rush chair physically threatened is a true and pathetic story about 
him. Simba was in their recreation greed and bitterness. The bluff 
room playing pool and watching has turned out to be real. I can't 
TV with some other brothers. The discuss legal matters in detail, but 
rush chair, angered by Simba's the "Hyena" chapter's alumni as-
recreational enjoyment, said sociation (headed by "Scar") has 
Simba didn't have those privileges filed for compensation to be paid 
unless he had done his house by Mufasa's family (a fellow 
cleanup. Simba claimed that for Acacian) for the "damages" 
the rest of the semester he was Simba's de-pledging has caused. 
basically a tenant-his house bill I also have heard that Simba isn't 
(already paid) was the rent and he the only one victimized here. Not 
had no specified duties of clean- only is Acacia a notorious name 
ing up the house or participating in the university's campus hous-
in house functions. Infuriated, the ing office, but apparently some-
rush chair informed Simba that he one who signed that contract dur-
had ten seconds to leave the room ing the summer as Simba did 
before he would be attacked. Last called two weeks after the sign-
year I had a lillle (fraternity) ing to back out- that was before 
brother, Marc, de-pledge for ba- he even started school. From what 
sically the same reasons. Cornell I hear, they were still filing against 
Acacia gave him no such hassles him!!! Plus, an active brother, 
as Simba was experiencing. Marc who had undoubtedly signed the 
is still a great friend of the house, same housing contract, apparently 
and even lived here over the sum- found it would be cheaper to live 
mer last year. The Cornell chap- in on-campus housing and moved 
ter understood that pledging was out in the middle of the semester 
a trial membership; it tested the - but of course he's not being 
compatibility between the active asked lo fulfill his contract. He 
chapter (plus national fraternity) was an active brother, and Simba 
and the pledge. There were no was only a pledge. These ex-
strings attached. When Marc de- amples only illustrate the dis-
cided to de-pledge, I did nothing criminatory policies of the chap-
but support him in his decision; it ter. Should pledges (temporary 
was purely for personal reasons. members) be asked to sign a hous-
What has happened with "Simba" ing contract that binds them for a 
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cat for all t11ose interested in animals 
named after vegetables). Thus, if 
ever lost, tl1e file may always be 
found with Baquila (Baquila is 
broU1er Race's dog for those of you 
interested in pet feuds). There is an 
f'ing flaw in this plan (f is for fatal). 
I can feel it... but I cannot put my 
finger on it. 

The third paragraph of 
most of my articles tends to be rather 
obnoxious (or should I say MORE 
obnoxious). This is definitely due to 
the location of the paragraph- after 
the introducmry paragraph and the 
warm up paragraph. I was going to 
write a seething commentary about 
some roofer that blamed us for the 
roof leaks in the wing. Instead I'll 
just state the facts concerning our 
roof. Contrary to popular belief, we 
do not have parties out there. We 
never even go out lhere. So I find it 
extremely irritating when some 
roofer comes over and accuses us 
from his high lizard of being a bunch 
of drunk frat boys that do not know 
how to take care of their own house. 
I would not particularly mind lhe ac
cusation if lhere were even a hint of 
truth in it- but I mind. I'd like to 
make it clear that it talces a special 
kind of evil genius (or extremely 
unlikely lining up of all the known 
and half of the unknown planets) to 
decide to build a flat roof (even 
though we are in sunny Ithaca). The 
house as a whole is doing its best to 
deal with the situation, and I'd ap
preciate it if we'd get respect for that. 
Brother Davidson bad to move out 
of his room, and brother Russell was 

sleeping in an innertube for a few 
days. To top it all off we get called 
idiots. Boy life is good when you 
have a flat roof. rm pretty sure my 
room is next in line for watering (I 
guess you could see it as a built in 
fire deterrent system but I don't think 
we can take it out of our insurance 
bills). So I think I' II go play ice 
hockey on the wing roof after my 
daily jump rope routine (for which I 
wear especially pointy stiletto heels, 
never do unless I'm drunk beyond 
the grace of God and most lower 
animals, and which also takes place 
on the wing roof). Now that was 
pretty obnoxious. 

A few nights ago I was put
ting the finishing touches on an evil 
looking problem set (90% of it was 
already not done), having a beer, and 
burning some incense for inspira
tion. Brother McKee (he of the un
holy disco resurrection) came down 
to my room (no doubt drawn by the 
smell of incense and neurons being 
shorted out) and said: 'Beer, incense, 
and problem sets- it doesn't get any 
better than this' A haiku almost.And 
a touch of Acacia I'd like to leave to 
the graduating class. The year prom
ises to be a good one. We have a 
healthy pledge class (no missing 
teeth!), and the rainy season should 
be short this year. 

Good luck to the graduat
ing class (after having seen who is 
about to enter the real world my will 
to go to grad school has 
centuplicated)- but I know you won't 
need it (well at least not as much as 
I need parentheses and dashes). 
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Alumni Corner 
Back Home Again 

by Mike Budreski (#0978) 

What year is it again? 
Freshman class of nineteen
ninety-what? It may be 1996, but 
it almost feels like 1993 again. 
Here I am sitting in the Common 
Room on another frigid February 
morning writing an article for The 
Traveler. The same parties go on, 
the same p(actical jokes are pulled 
and the same dating problems are 
encountered and resolved 
( after four or five attempts, 
that is). It's been far too 
long since I've been a stu
dent at Cornell, at least it 
seems so. Truth is, it's 
only been two years. 
That's why it's so easy to 
slip back into the routine 
here. The only thing miss-
ing is the slight pang of guilt that 
was usually encountered when I 
inevitably skipped those early 
morning classes. 

Well, now that I'm living 
and working in the New York City 
area, I hope to be able to spend 
some more time up here. We came 
up here this weekend ( we being 
myself, Jim Fu #0979 and Jerry 
Martin #0992 (?)) to get away 
from the drudgery that one falls 

into when on the 9 to 5 schedule. 
A long holiday weekend made it 
all the better. Coincidentally, it 
was the same weekend as the Aca
cia Valentine's day semi-formal. 
When we got here, I was soon 
notified that I had been set up for 
the formal with a friend of a friend 
of the house, whom no one had 
ever met nor heard of. You bet it 

sounded ominous. After 
meeting the lovely lady 
and determining that I 
wanted as little to do with 
her as possible, and a 
rather expensive dinner at 
Coddington's, we re
turned to Northcote for 
the customary barroom 
party. The only thing was, 

it wasn't customary. The cook 
was spinning the music, and the 
brothers were singing along in a 
karaoke mode. I, as usual, made 
a beeline for the bar. In an effort 
to distance myself from my 
"date", I hopped behind the bar 
and began serving drinks. That al
ways worked. Soon the party was 
hot and we were rocking. I think 
a good time was had by all, includ
ing the five or six pledges, de-
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they called Simba up before he 
had even graduated. Scar, the 
chapter's alumni association 
president, offered to pay for a trip 
to their school so Simba could 
check out the house and see if he 
was interested. Simba took the 
offer, and went during the week
end of a Nile party. Needless to 
say, Simba came back as a future 
pledge. (Mufasa supported 
Cornell's policy to let the fresh
men get acquainted with college 
life first, so he didn't particularly 
like the idea- but it was Simba's 
choice.) He had apparently signed 
some housing contract (the 
pledges live in the house first se
mester) and everything was pretty 
much a done deal. 
By the time Simba started college 
and pledging, his older brother 
Mufasa was in California doing a 
co-op at Intel. Mufasa talked to 
his brother periodically and he 
always seemed happy with the 
house and the brothers, etc. One 
day, near the end of the semester, 
Simba called him up and said that 
he was going to de-pledge. He 
didn't have any bitter feelings to
wards the house or the brothers 
(Hyenas), he just felt that he 
wasn't quite compatible with the 
house and wanted out before it 
was too late. Unfortunately, it was 

already approaching "too late" 
since it was the first day of initia
tion week. Mufasa advised Simba 
to notify the brothers of his deci
sion right away, because he knew 
they wouldn't wanl him to partici
pate in any initiation week activi
ties ifhe didn't plan on joining the 
house. Sure enough, they asked 
Simba to leave and find another 
place of residence for that week. 
They gave him roughly $36 for 
food, but nothing for housing. 
Simba had friends outside of the 
house, so he just stayed with them 
for that week. He came back at 
the end of the week to a different 
atmosphere. There was a general 
cold feeling towards him (he felt) 
and, in fact, Scar (the alumni 
association's president) was talk
ing about holding Simba to that 
housing contract he had signed 
over the summer. You see, the 
housing contract they had all of 
the pledges sign was a legally 
binding contract for the whole 
year- all three tri-mesters! Now 
of course, they didn't really want 
him living there when he wasn't a 
member of the house, but they 
wanted his money. Simba called 
this a bluff for a while, hoping that 
they were just bitter because he 
had rejected their membership. 
But things got out of hand: their 
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ACACIAN's Make a Big Splash 
by Matt Hartman (#1008) 

In addition to our suc
cesses with no tap bowling, 
ACACIANS have been most 
successful in the swimming 
pool. Last year's swim team 
placed second place in the fra
ternity league. ACACIA won 
the 200 yard individual med
ley relay which consists of 50 
yards backstroke, 50 yards 
breastroke, 50 yards butterfly, 
and 50 yards freestyle. More
over, ACACIA's name was 
placed alongside the other top 
teams in a large advertisement 
in the Cornell Daily Sun. 

More recently, ACACIA 
teamed up with its neighbors 
KDR to compete in innertube 
water polo. For those who do 
not know, innertube water polo 
consists of 6 players and a 
goalie wading in innertubes. 
The object is to shoot a ball 
into the opposing goal. Al
most anything goes and you 
can dunk the opposing mem
bers out of their tubes. The 
team did well winning two 
games to date-more impor
tantly we had fun. 

BITTER FEELINGS 
by Tom Harp(# 1007) 

For legal purposes, I am going to 
be vague in the names and orga
nizations of this article. Suppose 
that once upon a time there was 
this active brother at Cornell Aca
cia (we'll call him Mufasa) who 
had a younger brother graduating 
from high school (we'll call the 
younger brother Simba). This is 
a story about Simba's experience 
with his older brother's fraternity. 
The whole thing started a year ago 
when an Acacian from National 
was visiting Cornell. He was tell-

ing Mufasa about his recent visit 
to another chapter at an all-Hyena 
school in another state, and how 
he thought that they were a class 
organization. Mufasa mentioned 
that his younger brother Simba 
had just been accepted to that 
same university and gave the Na
tional representative Simba's ad
dress and phone number to pass 
on to the other Acacians. Their 
school doesn't enforce any policy 
against rushing first semester 
freshmen like Cornell does, so 
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pending on how many beers 
you've had when counting. 
Ah, the pledges. There's nothing 
to warm a good Acacian's heart so 
much as the pitter-patter of little 
pledge feel These guys seem to 
be a good group, with no major 
screw-balls in it. They seem to 

take pride in what they are doing, 
which is the most important thing. 
They also seem to clean up after 
themselves, and they're potty 
trained, too. The house is very 
well maintained by the guys here; 
even better than it was 
when I was an active. Un
fortunately, the years seem 
to be bearing down on old 
Northcote, as more and 
more stuff seems to be 
going afoul. Both of the 
bathrooms on the second 
floor are having major 
problems, and living in the wing 
is hit or miss with the leaky roof. 
Ifl had my way, and unlimited fi
nancial resources, I would gut this 
place and redo all the plumbing 
and electricity. I would also like 
to date two models, bartend in the 
Carri.bean and have a ski house in 
the Alps. Naturally, that is not the 
case, but it's nice to think about. 

I would definitely like to give 
credit to Steve Stein, Jim 
Showacre and Sam Morrie for be
ing there when the house needed 
them, as usual. (We really ought 
to throw those guys a party.) 

In closing, l guess the 
reason that I spent a half hour writ
ing this instead of swilling beer 
by the keg-o-lator is that I feel like 
I still belong here at Northcote, 
even though I'm an alumnus. I 
wanted to maintain contact with 

the guys here so that in ten 
years or more, I will still 
know people in the house 
and have cause to come 
visit, other than just to see 
the house and reminisce 
about the good old days. 
Besides, that way they'll 
let me eat their food and 
drink their beer. No, re-

ally, by keeping in touch with the 
brotherhood, I can include yester
day and today as part of my col
lection of"good old days." A wise 
man once said "Man cannot live 
on memories alone." Here's to the 
good old days: those gone by, and 
those yet to be. See you at Home
coming. 
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Meet The Pledges 
Scott Inglis is a freshman 

in the Agricultural and biological 
engineering program here at 
Cornell. He lives in Clifton 
Springs, NY with his parents 
Rexford and Priscilla Inglis and 
two brothers Jim and Chad. 

Scott never pictured him
self rushing or pledging any fra
ternity. But now that he has he is 
happy that he did. He enjoys ski
ing and volleyball, but his main 
concern is his pickup, which he 
has spent much time on. He 
thinks he has found a strong 
brotherhood, and hopes that soon 
he will call every Acacian his 
brother. 

Bill Feth, one of the five 
freshman pledging Acacia this 
spring, wishes to give his greet
ings to all brothers and alumni. 
Bill is planning to major in Ap
plied and Engineering Physics. 
His interests are centered mostly 
around physics and computers, 
but he also enjoys artistic expres
sion in music, sketching and com
puter graphics. He has a loving 
family in Akron, Ohio where he 
was born and raised, but thinks 
it's nice to live six hours away 
from them for once. While in 
Ohio, he attended Revere High 
School. He held positions oflead
ership in his church youth group 

and in his boy scout troop 
throughout high school. He re
ally enjoyed camping and teach
ing in scouts and eventually 
earned his Eagle Scout Rank. Bill 
is looking forward to contribut
ing his leadership, time and ef
fort to the Cornell Chapter of 
Acacia, which looks like it's go
ing to be fun to be a part of these 
next four years. 

Daniel Flipp·o has been 
chosen to be the president of the 
new pledge class. He is presently 
a sophomore in mechanical engi
neering and intends later to go on 
to law school. He hopes to com
bine these two backgrounds in the 
field of patent law. This is his first 
year at Cornell, having transferred 
from the University of Akron. He 
attended Akron University while 
completing his junior and senior 
years at Stow High in his home
town of Stow, Ohio. His inter
ests include reading science fic
tion, music and the outdoors. 

He hopes to be able to be
come very close with the broth
ers in Acacia and with his fellow 
pledges. In his own words, "I 
truly love Cornell and the frater
nity. Acacia is a place where one 
can truly feel relaxed and at home. 
I hope to have the opportunity to 
give my best and I am sure that 
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Acacia will give twice as much 
in return." 

Every pledge knows the 
six meanings of Acacia, but it is 
the final meaning, fraternity, 
which signifies Richard James' 
commitment to Acacia. The fra
ternity is a place for Richard to 
go and spend time away from 
school, the dormitory and the din
ing halls with the active brothers, 
his fellow pledge class and the oc- . 
casional alumni while still main
taining academic, social and 
philosophical integrity. When the 
government cJasses become too 
demanding and McFaddin be
comes too dreary, Richard can 
always look forward to coming 
over for dinner at Acacia and con
versing with its members. 

Richard is taking a wide 
variety of courses in the school 
of Arts and Sciences, expanding 
his horizons towards a liberal edu
cation before declaring a major. 

Some of his academic interests 
include astrophysics, political 
philosophy, and Egyptian Hiero
glyphics. However, outside the 
classroom, Richard plays UW
mate Frisbee, volleyball, golf, and 
snowboards. 

He also runs a web page 
at blazeman.resnet.cornell.edu 
and takes time out to consider phi
losophy and to write poetry. His 
favorite writers include Hobbes, 
Shakespeare and Confucius, three 
classical authors who contribute 
greatly to Richard's eternal search 
for the meaning of life. 

Jack Kuo is presently a 
freshman in the Ag & Life Sci
ences School majoring in Busi
ness Management. He is also 
considering a medical career. 
Jack enjoys a variety of sports, 
especially soccer, tennis, basket
ball and softball. He chose to join 
Acacia because of the many op
portunities and challenges that he 
will be exposed to as an Acacian. 


