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"TO STRENGTHEN THE TIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP, ONE WITH ANOTHER; 

TO PREPARE OURSELVES AS 
EDUCATED MEN TO TAKE A MORE 

ACTIVE PART AND TO HAVE A 
GREATER INFLUENCE IN THE 

AFFAIRS OF THE COMMUNITY IN 
WHICH WE MAY RESIDE; AND, 

ABOVE ALL, TO SEEK THE TRUTH 
AND KNOWING IT, TO GIVE LIGHT TO 

THOSE WITH WHOM WE MAY BE 
ASSOCIATED AS WE TRAVEL ALONG 

LIFE'S PATHWAY." 

N0.2 THE TRAVELER 

From the Corp Board President 
Steven L. Stein '73 (0787) 

As I mentioned in the Spring 
'94 Traveler, 1994 began for 
Acacia with two devastating 
tragedies. The first was the 
untimely death of Brother David 
Martin Lewandowski '95 (0984) 
on 2/3/94. The next was a 
structural fire, due to faulty 
wiring, ten days later. Due to 
some quick thinking and action 
by a few Acacians, and the 
expertise of local fire fighters, 
damage was limited to under 
$75,000, and, with the exception 
of the loss of a pet cat, no injuries 
resulted. Repairs, much of which 
was covered by insurance, were 
completed by the beginning of 
the Summer. 

All of this occurred while a 
new, $23,000 roof was being 
installed. As a result of the fire, 
the Corporation Board decided it 
was time to upgrade our Fire 
Detection/Alarm System with a 
state-of-the-art Simplex system. 
Once we have sufficient funding, 
we will equip our new system 
(installed 8/94) with a digital 
communicator, which will 
automatically alert the Tompkins 

County Fire Dispatcher in the event 
of an alarm. 

Shortly after the fire, our 
insurance carrier notified us that 
our commercial insurance policy 
would be terminated effective 7 /1/ 
94. We scrambled to find a 
company that would underwrite 
us, and are now paying almost 
double what we had been. 

The good news is that the house 
is safer than it has ever been, and is 
structurally sound. Also, we have 
a house full of Brothers thanks to 
some great Rush results. But, the 
bad news is the Corporation is 
broke. All of our savings went to 
the roofer, and our scheduled 
maintenance for the upcoming 
academic year has already been 
spent on the new fire alarm system. 
We will be taking out a small loan 
($7,000) in September to cover 
our major expenses (taxes and 
insurance). But, we need your 
help! 

PLEASE take a moment to 
reflect upon the good times each 
of you had during your Cornell 
Acacia days, and picture how 
differently your life would have 
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turned out if there had been no 
Acacia. Without your financial 
support, there might not be a future 
for our beloved Chapter. At 
minimum, we ask each of you to 
simply pay your annual dues. For 
those of you who can afford more, 
a Building Fund contribution of at 
least $10 would be most welcome. 
And, for those of you who have 
been financially successful, 
surprise us with a donation with at 
least a couple of zeroes in the 
dollar amount! There are other 
Cornell Fraternities who have 
raised hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in only a few months. In 
my 10 or so years as Corporation 
President, I don't think we have 
collectively received a total of 
even $100,000! 

Some of you will, hopefully, 
volunteer to help us raise some 
much needed capital by 
contacting your classmates. If 
you're willing to do so, please 
give me a call ( 607-277-3125), or 
write me [339 East Miller Rd., 
Ithaca, NY 14850]. 

Thanks in advance. Keep 
those cards and letters coming! 
Have a great year. 
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FALL 1994 CHAPTER ROSTER 

Daniel Turinsky '97 (1004) 
ILR 

Staten Island, NY 

Jason McKee '97 (1005) 
Chemistry/A&S 

Saratoga Springs, NY 

Patara Yongvanich '97 (1006) 
Mechanical Engineering 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Thomas Harp '97 (1007) 
A&EP/Eng 

Kenmore, NY 

Matthew Hartman '97 (1008) 
Chemistry & Psychology/A&S 

Hershey, PA 

Raymond Wang '97 (1009) 
Fine Arts/AAP 
Stamford, CT 

Peter Nguyen '97 (1010) 
Bio & Society/HumEc 

West Orange, NJ 

Todd Russell '95 (1011) 
Hotel 

Stratton, VT 
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FALL 1994 CHAPTER ROSTER 
David M. Banfield '95 (0985) 

Chemistry/ A&S 
East Liverpool, OH 

Thomas Zimmerman'95(0986) 
Plant Science/ALS 

Deer Park, NY 

Kevin V. Slesinsky '95 (0987) 
Electrical Engineering 

Binghampton, NY 

Peter Vinogradov '95 (0988) 
Linguistics/ A&S 

Wappingers Falls, NY 

Christopher Race IC'95(0990) 
Accounting 

Blossvale, NY 

Gerard S. Martin '95 (0991) 
Hotel Management 

Waldwick, NJ 

Brian R. Sivillo '96 (0993) 
Hotel Management 

Erie, PA 

Todd E. Peskin '95 (0994) 
Computer Science/Eng 

Washington Crossing, PA 

Christopher T. Hill '95 (0995) 
Animal Science/ ALS 
North Stonington, CT 

Jon M. Poelma '96 (0996) 
Agricultural Economics/ ALS 

Cuba, NY 

Jason Wang '96 (0997) 
Mechanical Engineering 

Scranton, PA 

Eric C. Wong '96 (0998) 
Computer Science/Eng 

Los Altos Hills, CA 

Marc Chimonas '95 (0999) 
Biology/A&S 
Atlanta, GA 

William Kelly '96 (1000) 
Hotel 

Cameron Park, CA 

James Q. Dunlap '95 (1002) 
Animal Science/ ALS 

Machias, NY 

Marco Cabas.si '96 (1003) 
A&EP/Eng 
Rome, Italy 
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Alumni Corporation's Financial Report 
James C. Showacre (????) 

The Cornell Acacia 
Fraternity Alumni Corporation's 
year of June 1, 1993 through May 
31, 1994 began with a cash balance 
of $22,958.77. This amount was 
purposely allowed to accumulate 
over the past few years in 
anticipation of rebuilding the roof 
on the main part of the house. 
Close examination of the roof 
revealed three layers of shingles 
beginning with the original 
wooden shakes and following with 
two layers of asphalt shingles. It 
cost the Alumni Corporation 
$25,370 to have the old shingles 
stripped off, new plywood roof 
sheathing installed, and new 40-
year asphalt/fiberglas shingles 
laid. The new shingles are 
architecturally designed to look 
like wooden shakes from a 
distance. 

Another expense of the 
Corporation was real estate taxes. 
A total of $11,175 was paid to the 
Village of Cayuga Heights, the 
Town of Ithaca, and Tompkins 
County. The third big expense 
was $5,772 for insurance. This 
was a slight decrease from the 

previous year. 
Approximately 80% of the 

Corporation's income was 
budoeted to come from rent paid 

I:> 

by the Active Chapter. The Active 
Chapter was charged $2,650 a 
month for eight months. The last 
payment was delayed for a month 
so only seven months of rent was 
actually received in FY94. 

Alumni dues and gifts averaged 
about $6.50 per living alum. The 
total of $4,595 received in FY94 
helped immensely with the 
expense of the roof. Annual Jues 
have been held co only $30 for a 
number of years to encourage a 
large percentage of alums to 
contribute each year. Still, fewer 
than 20% made the effort last year, 
which is why Acacia is near the 
bottom in percentage of alumni 
giving to their fraternity. If the 
Acacia alumni doubled their 
contributions, the Corporation 
would be in a good position to 
reduce the rent per brother. Being 
near the top in rent per brother 
among fraternities makes it very 
difficult to rush new brothers. The 
local alumni try to make it up to 
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the Active Chapter by donating a 
lot of time to maintenance work. 
Three of the officers of the Alumni 
Corporation probably collectively 
donate an average in excess of 
$2,000 per year in labor doing 
electrical, plumbing and carpentry 
repairs to the house each year. 

The Alumni Corporation has 
contracted with the Simplex 
Corporation to fully upgrade the 
fire alarm system this summer; 
the cost, $5000. Alumnus Michael 
Wilhelm has lead a group of 
Actives to replace the existing 
smoke detectors with either 
Simplex-supplied smoke or heat 
detectors for a savings in labor 
expense of more than $1500. For 
cash flow reasons a short tenn 
loan will be taken out by the 

Alumni Corporation in October 
to pay the Simplex Corporation 
bill. No other large maintenance 
expense is anticipatedfor FY95. 

There are two points to be 
· stressed in theFY95 budget. First, 

the cash flow reaches a low of 
$178 in October after paying the 
school taxes. Dues payments from 
alumni should begin to trickle in 
through November and 
December. 

Second, our insurance carrier 
is getting out of the business of 
insuring fraternities. Many 
insurance companies are getting 
out of the business of insuring 
fraternities. Hence, the premiums 
we have to pay for FY95 are 
beyond belief (see summary on 
next page). Help!! · 
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chapter. 
There was a farewell 

brunch the next morning to bring 
the fun-filled weekend to an end. 
Good-byes were said as the alumni 

a 

began there journey home. 
Hopefully, this tradition can 
continue as more and more 
alumni come back to relive their 
years as an active. 

Chapter Eternal 
Jacob B. Morris '34 (0333) - 9/14/92 

a a 
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The 87th Homecoming Celebration 
Parara Yongvanich '97 (1006), Senior Dean 

There comes a time in your 
life when you eventually have to 
look back at all the events that 
have taken place. Among those 
that you wish never happened, are 
those that you wish you could 
relive. Homecoming provides 
alumni with the opportunity to 
relive their years as a college 
undergraduate. It is a chance to 
come back to one's alma mater 
and once again feel the pride.joy, 
and happiness of being a student 
at Cornell University. As 
September 17, 1994 rolled around, 
the 87 th Homecoming Celebration 
was much awaited. Several alumni 
of the Cornell Chapter of Acacia 
Fraternity anticipated their chance 
to come back to see Northcote and 
meet the present actives of the 
house. 

As alumni as well as 
parents started to arrive on the 
16th, there was a reception in the 
commons. That night, there was a 
rooms party where the ice between 
actives and alumni was broken 

and bonding took place. 
Discussions ranged from sports to 
politics to life as an Acacian in the 
past compared to !if e as an Acacian 
in the present. 

The next morning started 
of with the tailgate where lunch 
was served and, as the marching 
band played, school spirit was 
revived in the hearts of all. The 
football game started at 1 :00 pm. 
The crowd of 12,573 saw a game 
filled with several turnovers and 
breathtaking moments. Cornell's 
defense tallied three sacks, three 
fumble recoveries, two blocked 
kicks, and four pass deflections. 
When the dust settled, Cornell 
was triumphant as they defeated 
Princeton 31-16. The excitement 
did not end there though. That 
evening their was a semi-formal 
dinner followed by a dance 
attended by over 80 people. A 
highlight of the night was when 
the chapter's cook, Marshall Boles, 
was given an award for his fine 
service and dedication to the 

N0.2 THE TRAVELER 5 

The following table summarizes the income and expense for FY94 
and the FY95 budget. 

SUMMARY OF INCOME AND EXPENSE FOR FY94 AND FY95 

FINALFY94 FY95BUDGET 

INCOME: 
% 

$18,550.00 Rent $23,500.00 64 
4,595.00 Dues 3,500.00 10 

294.54 Interest 50.00 0 
620.00 Active Chapter Building Fund 600.00 2 

0.00 Loan 5,000.00 14 
0.00 Other Income 3,988.00 10 

$24,059.54 Total Income $36,638.00 100 

EXPENSES: 
$5,772.31 Insurance $12,632.40 38 

855.13 Traveller 1,290.00 4 
11,175.42 Taxes 11,715.30 35 
25,690.74 Maintenance 5,849.80 18 

235.41 Other Expenses 1,622.70 5 

$43,729.01 Total Expense $33,110.20 100 

$(19,669.47) NET INCOME $3,527.80 
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Venerable Dean's Statement 

Frs~~-l~~JJl}f it 
With many cries of 

sadness and many cries of 
happiness another summer has 
come to an end and another year 
above Cayuga's waters has begun. 
For the Brothers of Acacia this 
means that Northcote will once 
again be their humble habitat. It 
means that House events start. 
And, unfortunately, it means that 
classes start. However, the 
Brothers of Acacia are fortunately 
blessed with a very optimistic 
attitude this year which stems 
from their dedication to Acacia 
and their desire to improve it. 

Many Brothers, I am sure, 
probably did not want to come 
back. They thought back to the 
bad times of last semester and the 
chaos that was brought upon the 
Brotherhood and upon Northcote. 
The prevailing attitude can best 
be summed up by Brother Jason 
Wang's (Brother Wang was 
Venerable Dean last year) 
comment to me. He said, "Otis 
(my pledge name), look at the 
bright side. You can't nearly have 
as bad of a year in office as I did." 
I think this comment is one of the 

major reasons that the Brothers 
here have a strong prevailing 
attitude of optimism towards this 
year. Many times last semester 
we were punched in the head and 
got up to take another one. This 
year we are going to be the ones 
throwing the punches. We are 
optimistic and hungry. 

I have now completed 
almost three weeks of my 
Venerable Deanship. Times are 
good. However, I cannot do 
everything, nor am I expected to 
try. I have total confidence that 
my officers don't need a shove or 
need me looking over their 
shoulders all of the time. For 
those of you that know me, you 
know that I will anyway. Yet, the 
officers this year seem hungry for 
success. The other Brothers seem 
willing to help achieve this 
success. When the officers are 
successful, Acacia is successful. 

I have now established that 
one part of Acacia will be 
successful this year. The Active 
Brothers of the Cornell Chapter of 
the Acacia Fraternity will give 
their best this year to overcome all 

NQ 2 THE TRAVEi ER 

MARK F MALTENFORT '77 (0831) PL'74 
DANIEL R MERRILL '83 (0907) PL'S0 

ROBERT C MERRITT '75 (0807) PL'73 
DWIGHT S MILLER '51 (0472) PL'48 

SAMUEL C MORRIE '81 (0833) PL'74 
MARY MYERS PASQUINO '85 (L024) PL'84 

STANLEY R NIMAN '73 (0783) PL'70 
ALAN T PASQUINO '84 (0916) PL'81 

WILLIAM PENDARVIS JR. '47 (0440) PL'46 
CHESTER L POHL '51 (0495) PL'49 

ANDREWS REGENBAUM '93 (0973) PL' 
ROBERT T REID '39 (0346) PL'35 

MICHAEL L ROSENTHAL '90 (0955) PL'87 
DAVID J SANGREE '84 (0917) PL'81 

MARK A SCHATEN MD '84 (0923) PL'82 

ERNEST F SCHAUFLER '48 (0500) PL'49 

PHILLIP M SCHULER '80 (0886) PL'79 
G. MARTIN SCUTT '92 (0971) PL' 

JAMES C SHOWACRE '50 (0447) PL'47 

ROBERT H SNIDER '48 (0455) PL'47 

ROBERT T SNOWDON '39 (0364) PL'37 
JEFFERY D SPIRO MD '78 (0859) PL'76 

STEVEN L STEIN '73 (0787) PL '70 
FREDERICK W TIERNEY JR. '71 (0763) PL'68 
BARBARA WARNER DEANE '83 (L012) PL '79 

WILLIAM WICKHAM '51 (0450) PL'47 

MICHAEL A WILHELM '94 (0982) PL'91 

CHARLES O WILLITS '25 (0261) PL '25 

ALBERTS WOODFORD '45 (0436) PL'42 

JOHN P WOODFORD '47 (0435) PL'42 

HOWARD S ZWIEFEL III '69 (0734) PL'66 
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obstacles and avoid all attempts year, not the Active Brotherhood. 
of uncontrollable defeat. We are Remember that Acacia has to be 
25 strong and ready for the 
challenges that lie ahead. 
However,just as I cannot succeed 
alone, the Active Brotherhood 
cannot succeed alone. We need a 
total commitment from the 
Brothers of the Cornell Chapter of 
the Acacia Fraternity. In spirit 
and body there are 1,011 Brothers, 
not 25. 

Remember that Acacia 
was punched in the head last year, 
not just the Active Brotherhood. 
Rememberthat Acacia got up last 

A Letter From The Editor 

hungry and optimistic this year, 
not just the Active Brotherhood. 
Remember that Acacia has to work 
together to be successful, not just 
the Active Brotherhood. Acacia 
is a lifelong Brotherhood. We are 
a team, we are friends, we are 
fighters, we are Brothers. 

Look out world! The 
Active Brothers of the Cornell 
Chapter of the Acacia Fraternity 
are hungry to play ball. We are 
looking forward to much success 
and happiness. Is Acacia? 

Reflections 
by Dan Turinsky '97 ( I 004) 

This is my first attempt at 
editing The Traveler. As a matter 
of fact, this is also my first full 
semester as a brotherin the Acacia 
fraternity. The first few weeks 
back at Cornell have certain! y been 
very busy ones for me. I am 
constantly bombarded with 
questions and comments about 
fhe Traveler. One of the most 
popular questions the brothers 
seem to ask me is, "What should I 

write my article about?" As I think 
about the variety of different 
suggestions I have given for article 
topics, I realize that there is one 
topic I have not yet suggested. 
That is the traditional article about 
the reason for joining Acacia. 
Although that topic may not seem 
very interesting to some, I believe 
it is very imponant for alumni 
especially to take the time to sit in 
a quiet room and think about why, 
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many years ago, you decided to 
accept the responsibilities of 
Acacia membership. 

When I was a senior in high 
school, the thought of joining a 
fraternity never even crossed my 
mind. I was always one of the 
quietest people in class. I didn't 
like to drink, and I still don't. I 
never went to very many parties. 
I had a few close friends and that 
was all. Most fraternities would 
probably not be interested in 
pledging a person like that. 
However, Acacia is not like most 
fraternities. To be honest, when 
I first visited Acacia with my 
friend Pat, who is now Senior 
Dean, I was mainly concerned 
with getting free food. The only 
reason I picked Acacia to visit 
during Rush was because they 
called me up and offered to give 
me a ride to the house. When I 
first arrived, I did notice that 
Northcote was one of the nicest 
fraternity houses on campus. I 
also noticed that the fraternity 
did not have very many active 
brothers. However, I did not let 
that fact stop me from getting to 
know the brothers and realizing 
that Acacia was the place for me. 
Therefore, I decided to become a 
pledge. 

Pledgeship is a probationary 
period. It is a time for the brothers 
and pledges to decide if their 
original impressions of each other 
were correct. When Brother 
Lewandowski tragically died, 
and the fire struck Northcote, I 
saw the Acacia family come 
together. I saw brothers 
supporting each other to get 
through that tragic period, and I 
was absolutely sure that I wanted 
to be a part of the family. 

We still say the doxology 
before we sit down to eat dinner. 
I know some of the alumni 
probably don't even remember 
what the doxology is. But please, 
don't forget about the active 
chapter of Acacia. Don't let the 
spirit of over 1,000 Cornell 
Acacians die because you were 
too busy to take an interest in the 
active chapter. 

NQ 2 THE TRAVEi ER 25 

Alan T. Pasquino '84 (0916) and Mary Myers (L024) are moving to 
Groton, CT as Al has anew job with Fizer Co. We'll let you know as soon 
as we get their new address. 

. 
Jonathan Jacoby '92 (0967) [790 N. Cedar Bluff Rd., Apt 2201, 

Knoxville, TN 37923] is making a change for the better, moving out of 
NY before it's too late. A new job (with Maremont Exhaust Products, 
Inc.), new apartment, new city! If in Knoxville, stop in for a visit. 

Mike Cvijanovich '94 (0981) [5901-13 Tattersall Dr., Durham, NC 
27713-9050] married Kara Iverson on 6/25/94 in Sanford, NC. Brother 
Budreski '94 (0978) was best man, and Brothers Race IC '95 (0990), 
Regenbaum '93 (0973), and Wilhelm '94 (0982) were groomsmen. 
Brothers Banfield '95 (0985), Cammuso '92 (0965) , Carpenter '91 
(0959), Haq '94 (0983), Peskin '95 (0994), Slesinsky '95 (0987), and 
Waxmonsky '92 (0964) made the journey to NC for the festivities. Mike 
sends his thanks to all the brothers for the great bachelor party and al I the 
wonderful cards and letters. 

HONOR ROLL (1993-1994) 

KENT A BEL VIN '70 (0736) PL '67 

ROBERT J BERGREN '50 (0443) PL'47 

ROBERT C BRADLEY '40 (0365) PL'37 

STEWART L BURGER '70 (0738) PL'67 

THOMAS H BURROWS '56 (0565) PL'53 

MARTINS CARDINALI '84 (0918) PL'81 

JOHN W CARPENTER III '91 (0959) PL'87 

DAVID L CHAMPLIN '55 (0546) PL'52 
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Dr. Allan F. Burns '58 (0616) (2140 Bayview Point Lane, Cape 
Charles, VA 23310] is working as a Field Representative of the Mission 
Society for United Methodists out of an office in his home on the Eastern 
Shore of VA, travelling one week out of three, to churches on the East 
coast. 

Steven L. Stein '73 (0787) [339 E. Miller Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850] is 
still the Systems Manager for the Cornell Campus Store. With four 
children (Ben, 15, Josh, 13, Amanda, 10, and Jenna, 3) Steve and Mary 
were forced to build an addition to their home, and now have a 5-
bedroom house with a I-bedroom apartment (in case the kids ever move 
out). Steve spends a lot of time on the golf course, and participated (as 
a duffer) in the BC Open Pro/ Am on 9/12/94 (his team of 4 Amatures and 
1 Pro finishing in 4th place at 16-under par) at En-Joie in Endicott, NY. 
Last February, he attended the wedding of Eric Birkland '72 (0766) 
LRR 1, Box 75C, Gouverneur, NY 13642] at his parents' home in West 
Falls, NY. Rick's younger brother (and Steve's Little Brother) Tim 
Birkland '75 (0798) was also there. 

Phillip M. Schuler '80 (0886) (719 Burritt Rd., Hilton, NY 14468-
9765) and family oved to Hilton, on the outskirts of Rochester, where 
they have6acres with more room to breathe. Phil likes to hear how things 
are going with the Chapter and other alumni. 

Ethan H. Cosgriff '82 (0889) [ 1628 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL60201] 
now has two sons - Bryan K. (born 3/20/91) and John A. (born 1/10/93). 

William M. Wong '84 (0910) [9727 Via Siena, Burbank, CA 91504-
1145] married Mary Tang (Northwestern MD 1990) in 5/93. William 
has started a hair care company, and disttibutes in CA and, soon, to Far 
East. 
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Alumni Corporation Seeks 100% Dues Response 
Michael A. Wilhelm (0982) Class '94 

Almost 90 years ago, when the 
Cornell Chapter of Acacia was 
founded, tuition was low, the 
house was new, competition was 
weak, and Acacia was one of the 
strongest fraternities on campus. 
The fraternity promoted 
leadership, housing, personal 
growth, philanthropy, and good 
times to its members and the 
community in which it lies. Since 
then, much has changed. Tuition 
has risen to an average of $17,500 
per year, taxes have increased to 
almost$12,000 per year, the house 
has aged 90 years, and Acacia has 
lost its status as being one of the 
strongest fraternities on campus. 
This is why the Alumni 
Corporation seeks your help in 
maintaining the values and 
services the Cornell Chapter once 
offered you. 

The past year has had a 
detrimental effect on the Chapter 
itself. The death of Brother David 
Lewandowski and the fire on the 
second floor of the Chapter house 
(which was caused by faulty 
wiring) created an indescribable 
mental state among the Actives 
and depleted all savings of the 

Alumni Corporation's budget. 
The Actives were trying hard to 
initiate a large and strong pledge 
class, but with 1/3 of Northcote 
closed off and a house that smelled 
like a barbecue pit, Acacia's rush 
numbers were well below the 
campus average. 

The Alumni Corporation 
seeks your help restoring Acacia. 
In reality, the Alumni Corporation 
is not asking the alumni for more 
money. We are just asking 
everyone to pay their dues. We 
are seeking a 100% response rate. 
Curren ti y, the Alumni corporation 
receives dues from less than 15% 
of living alumni. Therefore, the 
corporation has had to borrow 
money to pay taxes and other 
debts, leaving very little cash flow 
for the maintenance of Northcote. 
Without the maintenance of the 
Chapter house, rush is difficult, 
living conditions are unsafe, and 
the final result is low membership. 

Alumni dues are a very 
important part of the Chapter's 
existence. Without Alumni dues, 
there is no way the Cornell Chapter 
will survive. Although the 
Corporation does not anticipate 
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any major maintenance expense 
this year, there are many things 
which should be repaired in our 
90 year old establishment. The 
fire which occurred was the result 
of old, faulty wiring. Therefore, 
all of the wiring should be 
examined and/or replaced in order 
to prevent this tragedy from 
happening again. In addition, the 
basement floor in the recreation 
room is crumbling, as are the 
sidewalks and porches. Not only 
are these conditions unsafe for 
the Actives living in the house, 
they also deter prospective 
members from joining Acacia. 

Acacia has one of the 
nicest houses on campus, and the 

Actives are trying hard to keep it 
that way. The Corporation thanks 
those who have been so generous 
in the past and encourages other 
alumni to assist the Chapter in 
regaining its status as the best 
fraternity on Cornell's ca.mpus. 
We are striving for 100% alumni 
participation in helping Cornell 
Acacia get back on its feet. Please 
help us reach our goal! Let's not 
deprive the future leaders of the 
world of the very same things 
which helped you throughout your · 
lifetime-- leadership, 
responsibility, personal growth, 
love, and sharing--all of which 
were acquired or developed during 
your days as an Active. 

The Highlight of My Summer 
Matt Hartman'97 (1008) 

I thought that since this is my 
first anicle for The Traveler I 
would take the time to introduce 
myself. I am a new brother (roll 
number 1008) and eagerly 
respond to the pledge name 
"Opie." I am also the athletic 
director for ACACIA and am 
anticipating a successful season
especially in soccer, bowling, 
tennis, and golf. 

My story begins on the first 
week of August of this past 
summer. I had just completed 
working several jobs in Hershey 
and had one week of vacation 
before I returned to the rigors of 
Cornell. My father, a radiologist 
at the Penn State Medical Center 
Hershey PA was scheduled to go 
to a medical conference in 
Keystone, Colorado. The rest of 
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questions. I feel like I am still a 
part of the Acacia "family." My 
biggest thrill in helping Acacia is 
the smile I receive from an 
Active's face or a thank you from 
a brother. I enjoy seeing the 
Brotherhocxlsucceed where others 
have failed, and I enjoy seeing the 
Actives take the fraternity to a 
new level. 

Soon, I will find a job 
(hopefully) and I will not be able 
to help the Actives and the Alumni 
as much as I would like. I know 
that the least I can do is send my 
dues, but those will never make 
up for the feelings I have 
experienced as I changed from 
Active to Alumni. 

John M. Clarkson 'GR (0309) [Presbyterian Home C-213, 801 
Musgrove St., Clinton, SC29325] has seen Ann Skinner, widow ofH.T., 
who attended Cornell when he did. Visited his latest great grandson, 
born 4/19/94, and is expecting number seven in September. 

Robert C. Bradley '40 (0365) [ 18680 Augusta Dr., Monument CO 
80132] enjoyed a 50th Anniversary Tour of England and Ireland in 9/93 
and is looking forward to a tour of Scandinavia and Russia in 9/94. 

Dr. Henry L. Hood '43 (0407) [PO Box 1256, Grantham, NH 03753-
1256] retired completely 5/1/93. 

Dwight S. Miller '51 (0472) [Schultzville Rd., RR 2, Box 207, 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514-9619] has his house up for sale and will be 
moving to the Village of Millbrook, NY. If you are interested in a nice 
home in Dutchess County, please let him know. 
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From Active to Alumni 
Michael A. Wilhelm (0982) 

Wow! Everyone 
is back and ready for a new school 
year. People are moved in, the 
house has been cleaned, and a 
new semester has started. One 
small problem (or maybe not so 
much a problem) is that I am not 
going to classes. My educational 
career ended (at least for a while) 
when I received my diploma last 
Spring. Since then, life's been 
interesting. I have traveled a bit, 
I have seen one of my best friends 
get married, and I still have not 
found employment. For many, 
this type ofliving would be great, 
but soon the cash flow would 
cease and that job would seem 
pretty necessary. Although I have 
been spending a great deal of 
time searching for employment, I 
have also been able to keep myself 
busy back here in Ithaca. 

One of my main reasons 
to move to the city where the 
weather has no mercy, was to 
help Alumnus James Showacre 
finish building his house on the 
west hill of Ithaca. I have moved 
in and can comfonably call this 
my home. He and his wife, Edie 

have been like parents to me and 
have helped me through both good 
and bad times. Another reason for 
my move from Erie, Pa, is that I 
just cannot get away from the 
fraternity. I enjoy spending my 
free time helping the Actives any 
way I can. 

Some things are different. 
While I was an Active, the Alumni 
Corporation was just a group of 
old guys who kept money from 
the Actives. They saved up all of 
this money and then would spend 
it on something like our new roof. 
As an Alumni, I see that there is 
much more than saving for big 
projects. I had no clue that the 
Corporation spentalmost$35,000 
a year in taxes, insurance, and 
other items. I had no idea the 
amount of time and money it ta.Ices 
to maintain Northcote. 

Lately, I have been feeling 
like one of the "old" guys. I am 
constantly thinking about Acacia 
and the future of the fraternity. I 
have repaired several items 
throughout the house and installed 
part of the new Fire System. 
Actives come to me with 
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my family decided to tag along 
for the ride. Much of the time 
was spent mountain bike riding, 
white water rafting and hiking. 
However, in the evenings we 
went to formal and casual dinners 
attended by the doctors and their 
families. As a pre-med student 
at Cornell, I enjoyed listening to 
and talking with the doctors. 
They asked me how I liked 
school and if I wanted to pursue. 
a career in medicine. 

One particular conversation 
stands out in my memory. My 
father introduced me to a life 
long friend and colleague Dr. 
Amos-Chief of Radiology at the 
Albert Einstein School of 
Medicine in New York city. 
Somehow or another we got to 
talking about social life at Cornell 
and more specifically about 

fraternity life. As it turned out, 
he was also a member of a 
fraternity more than thirty years 
ago. He innocently asked me 
which fraternity I belonged to. I 
proudly responded, "ACACIA." 
He nearly spit out his drink in 
disbelief. As it turns out, he had 
been an active Acacia brother at 
the University of Arkansas more 
than thirty years ago [ their chapter 
is long since defunct]. He had 
long forgotten the secret hand 
shake, the credo, and the 
doxology. However, that was 
not important. We shared a 
special bond which we were able 
to talk about for more than a half 
hour. Al though I realize that this 
alumni relationship will not get 
me into medical school, my 
conversation with Dr. Amos 
about Acacia was one of the 
highlights of my summer. 
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The Difficulties of being a senior 
Marc Chimonas '95 (0999, last of the triple digits) 

A year ago 
when I was a junior 
I couldn't wait 
to be a senior. 

I realized 
at the end of summer 
One's senior year 
can be a bummer 

I worry about grades 
I await my fate 
I need forty hours 
to graduate 

Grad school's a drag 
I'm much too lazy 
Med schools out 
I'm not crazy 

Had my first job interview 
with some rich old bloke 
Didn't get the job. 
He called my life a joke. 

My room-mate greeted me 
with depressing sobs. 
Econ prof told him 
there aren't any jobs 

My last hope's gone 
'twas working for Dad 
Told me I was the worst son 
he ever had 

If worse comes to worse 
there's always Denny's 
I guess I don't mind 
working for pennies 

Four years for nothing 
I don't get another. 
At least 1 got to be 
an Acacia brother 
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dreamland known to us as the 
New Wing. As you might have 
guessed, I'm occupying one of 
them, hence the article. This is 
about where I start to examine the 
pros and cons of having aroomate, 
and the most obvious pro is that 
the roomate is a brother. This 
ensures that even if you are sharing 
precious living space with a head
banging, M-16 owning, pick-up 
driving stranger, it's all right since 
you know where he is coming 
from. 
As is obvious from the above 
hyperbole, things are fine and 
dandy, but as most things that can 
be termed fine and dandy that is 
not the case. The assigning of 
room points should be redesigned 
to accomodate advantages for 
those who have to share a room, it 
would only be fair (keep in mind 
though that I'm very partial). But 
this is the kind of problem it is a 
pleasure to deal with. On a lighter 
note, my neighbors next door 
experienced some room related 
ruckus when someone forgot to 
leave a tie on the doorknob. The 
rooms are fine size wise, though a 
bunk bed is almost essential. I 
guess that is all the problems. 
Well this is the long awaited, 
cheesy, 'Advantages of Having a 

Roomate Paragraph', which I 
desperately wanted to save you 
from, but I have too much space 
leftover (this and the fact it's a pet 
peeve of mine to do things 
symmetrically). I get the chance 
to spend a lot of time with a 
Chinese fine arts major, and he 
gets to spend a lot of time with an 
Italian engineer ( as well as cursing 
me secretely for having the top 
bunk). The combination, though 
potentially lethal, works, provided 
I don't accidentally step on his 
drawing and he doesn't pick up 
the phone while using the modem. 
As for what I learned thus far 
from my roomate, who by the 
way answers to the pledge name 
of Fudd, is that Fine Art majors 
haveiteasy. When Igetupat8:00 
a.m. to trudge through another 
physics section, Ray complains 
about how most female nude 
models don't shave their legs. 
This is the conclusion: 

Oh well. 
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material as common waste. No 
one even knew how to recycle. It 
remained an urban myth that 
reared its ugly head at some 
chapter meetings. Oaths and 
vows recited repeatedly 
announcing the beginning of the 
end of wasteful practices here at 
Acacia. Finally, some of those 
oaths are being fulfilled. 

Today more Acacians are 
moreknowledgeableaboutwaste 
disposal and recycling practices. 
The expanding knowledge has 
tipped off an enthusiasm unseen 
in my fraternal experience. 
Brothers are teaching brothers 
and better. yet brothers are 
learning! What was once thrown 
away as useless trash is now 
treated with the proper care and 
maturity to make excellent raw 
materials for new products. 
Though Tompkins county has 

made recycling difficult and 
somewhat inconvenient, the 
brothers of Acacia continue to 
recycle all they can. Even 
recyclables not picked-up by the 
county are driven to the appropriate 
center for reclamation. 
Unbelievable, but true. 

Recycling at home, though 
a great achievement, is only the 
beginning. Though Northcote may 
seem big to its residents, it is 
minuscule compared to the entire 
town of Ithaca, the state of New 
York, the United States of 
America, etc. The future of Acacia 
recycling leads toward increasing 
public awareness of recycling and 
local recycling practices, hoping 
that others catch the bug, spread it 
to their friends, and so on. The 
next drive of Acacia's recycling 
spirit starts soon. We'll keep you 
posted. 

Doubling Up 
by Marco Cabassi '96 (1003) 

Call it a plague, call it a manna, 
anyway its here. This year the 
house has achieved that sweet 
and sour situation in which 
brothers must share the same 
room. This has not occurred since 
timeimmemorial(atleastforme), 

and should be taken as a sign that 
the house is in good health, 
notwithstanding the tragedies of 
the previous academic semester. 
And now, for the gory details. 
There are exactly two rooms.acting 
as doubles, both in that Hotelie's 
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Treasurer's Report 
Todd Peskin '95 (0994) 

Last year cast a 
devastating blow on our house's 
financial situation. The fire that 
we had last semester left us 
attempting to keep our rooms and 
the rest of Ithaca warm until we 
were able to have the house 
repaired. Since this took a 
significant amount of time, our 
electric and gas bill skyrocketed. 
Our situation was further hurt by 
an ex-brother who failed to pay 
the house money that he owed us. 
So now we are entering this year 
several thousands of dollars in 
debt. Fortunately, we should be 
able to pull ourselves out of most 
of this debt by the end of this 
semester, but it will not be easy. 
Our budget is being kept to a bare 
minimum. Only those items that 
are essential will be paid for by 
the house. This will result in 
fewer parties, no fun in the sun, 
and no Cornellian. Even with this 
trimmed down budget, we will 
still have a couple of thousand to 
pay off next semester. 

Next semester will 
hopefully be much better. We 
should have more brothers living 
in the house and some additional 

out-of-house brothers. This 
translates into a larger budget. 
We will still have more debt to 
pay off, but the debt that will fall 
into next semester's budget is 
smaller than the amount we must 
pay off this semester. We should 
be able to pay off all of our debts 
next semester and even have a 
very good budget with which to 
work. In addition, I hope that we 
will be able to start building up 
our reserve account. This account 
has been almost completely 
depleted. Since we rely on this 
account in case of emergencies, it 
is imperative that we build it back 
up. Overall, I remain optimistic 
that with the help of all of the 
brothers we will be able to pull 
ourselvesoutofthis predicament. 



14 CORNELL ACACIA VOL 87 

Acacia Hits the Internet? 
Todd Peskin '95 (0994) 

We now have the ability 
to add Acacia to the information 
superhighway. Cornell allows 
organizations to create an 
automated mailing list for FREE. 
We could use this mailing list to 
have a better interaction among 
brothers, active and alumni, across 
the world. We can simply share 
information about the active 
chapters or even aid seniors and 
alumni in their job pursuits. If 

there is enough response to this, 
then I will create the mailing list 
and post information about it in 
the next Traveler. If you have 
any comments or questions please 
feel free to send me e-mail at 
tepl@cornell.edu or send me a 
letter at the house. Please 
remember to include your e-mail 
address if you would like to be 
added to the list when it is created. 

A Bond Among Opposing Cultures 
Parara Yongvanich '97 (1006) 

When one attempts to 
compare the two cultures in which 
I grew up in, similarities do not 
easily arise. I was born in 
Bangkok, Thailand, but at the age 
of two and a half moved to the 
United States. After nine years, 
my life was again turned upside 
down as my family moved back to 
Thailand. Now that I am at Cornell 
University I have finally realized 
the lessons my upbringing has 
taught me. Among these two very 
diverse cultures, I have found a 

similarity that has and will 
continue to influence my life. 

The summer before my 
freshman year I attended 
Thammasat University, a Thai 
university, for about three months. 
Unlike American universities, all 
freshman must go through 
initiation. It's purpose was to 
instill school spirit along with 
pride in one's faculty as well as 
one's self. But what most people 
really learned from that 
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time out to talk to anyone about challenge that has been given to 
their troubles. A chef like that is me. Having an office your first 
hard to come by and we hope to semesterisabigresponsibility. I 
have him for many years to come. know that I will not disappoint 

As for me, I enjoy the the brotherhood. 

Acacia Recycles 
David Banfield '95 (0985) 

Aluminum, tin, cardboard, 
plastic, these are the necessary evils 
ofthemodemera. Acacia'skitchen 
receives more food than some 
small countries each week. 
Associated with the food are the 
essential food containers. Add to 
them the personal waste of the 
eighteen active brothers living in 
the house and you've got quite a bit 
of solid waste. Now Acacia has 

always had the patented "don't 
Ask Don't Tell" policy for 
disposal of this solid waste. It 
seemed that only one person 
knew when Superior disposal 
would do their duty. To the rest 
of us the trash simply "POOOF!" 
disappeared. That was all well 
and good for everyone except 
everyone. Acacia was disposing 
of literally tons of reusable 
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that is coming together, shedding has seen fit to put me in charge of 
all things petty, and getting down making those men a part of us. 
to business. Am I up to it? Are we, as a house, 

My only regret: I can't ready to capitalize on the 
take credit for any of this. I was individual strengths and talents of 
away, travelling, hoping to seek our future brothers. Are we 
the truth that comes from another prepared to once again take new 
view of the world. But now I'm angles and lines and fit. them 
back, Acacia is gearing up to soundly into our ever-growing 
absorb yet another group of new structure? Test us on the 47th and 
men - of new life, and the house see. 

News from the Kitchen 
Jason McKee '97 (1005) 

The kitchen looks as if it 
will be in good shape this year. 
Despite our financial difficulties 
the budget for food has increased. 
Being the kitchen steward can 
have its advantages and 
disadvantages. For instance, you 
never have to have your turn to 
wash dishes on a day that's 
inconvenient and you always get 
to eat what you want. 
Unfortunately, the costs often 
outweigh the benefits. People 
have a tendency to blame you for 
things that are out of your control. 
The cook can burn the pork chops, 
but he's long gone by the time the 
brothers come looking for blood. 

Luckily, I have a lot of help. 
Presently there are three former 
stewards living in the house. They 
are an excellent source of 
knowledge and are always willing 
to give help and suggestions. In 
addition to this, the chef, Marshal 
Boles, has been here for four years 
now and is invaluable for his help 
in planning menus and ordering 
food. 

Marshal is a fun-loving 
memberoftheAcaciacommunity. 
He is very outgoing and has a great 
sense of humor. He even has a 
barbecue party for everyone on his 
birthday. Marshal cares for every 
brother in the house and will take 
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experience was the meaning of 
true friendship. Surprisingly, as I 
found myself crawling through 
mud and being ridiculed and 
h urniliated by the upperclassmen, 
I developed an intense bond with 
those going through all of this 
with me. Those who ha<;! helped 
pick me up when I fell or had 
consoled me when I was fed up 
with it all were the same people I 
would be spending the next four 
years of my life with. It finally 
clicked that selflessness and only 
looking after yourself wasn't 
enough. These are the friends I 
will have for the rest of my life, 
nor on! y for those four brief years 
in college. Those three months of 
my life were truly unforgettable. 
I could only wish that I would be 
able to find the same sincerity 
and love when I came to Cornell. 

Among my best friends in 
Cornell were a few international 
students, the people in my dorm, 
and my roommate. However, I 

learned quickly that I had to 
depend on myself for many 
things. Then the question of 
whether or not I should join a 
fraternity came into play. I 
decided to rush hoping to meet 
some interesting people and get 
free food as I did so. To my 
surprise, I saw myself in many of 
the fraternity brothers whom I 
had previously associated with 
the movie Animal House. Acacia 
struck me most as I saw how 
close everyone was despite their 
individual diversity and 
uniqueness. As I continued to 
rush, my motives had been 
reversed. I was hoping to find the 
same bond of friendship l shared 
with my friends back home. As a 
pledge, I slowly saw my 
expectations come true. And 
finally, as a brother, I realized 
that despite all the differences 
and opposing beliefs of the two 
cultures I had grown up in, 
friendship was what linked me to 
both. 

~ 
kocia~it-r 
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Memnon 
Peter Vinogradov '95 (0988) 

Pledge Educator. 

Travellers 

Have you been in Egypt...? 

There are about eight of 
them coming through the door of 
"Cafe le Ministre" on rue Debray 
near the famous Ecole de 
Sciences Politiques. In their Ion o ,:, 

tweed jackets and meticulously 
polished wing-tips they represent 
the future of French politics. 
Debonaire youth fresh from a 
hard day ofin tellectual discourse , 
they have all rid themselves of 
their neckties, and some, reeking 
of non-chalance, have even gone 
so far as to undo the top button of 
their shirts. Their names are not 
simple plebian ones like 'And~' . 
or 'Jean'. They are distinguished, 
foreign sounding or hyphenated 
names like 'Adrian' or 'Henri
David'; names befitting France's 
young elite. Henri-David has 
been talking since they entered, 
and he diverts his attention for 
only a split second to snap his 
order at the waiter. From what I 

can gather, he is currently trying to 
convince his peers of the heavy 
Marxist undertones present in 
Dante's 'Inferno'. 

I gulp down my tiny two
ounce shot-cup of espresso and pay 
the waiter an ungodly sum in French 
francs. As I am leaving, I notice 
that Henri-David has switched to a 
dissertation on the insubstantiality 
of American cinema. I head back 
to my appartment, and I think about 
home. 

There are about two hundred of 
them waiting at the counter in Cafe 
Decadence (okay, maybe just four). 
Their stiff, clean baseball hats are 
placed just right so that the bills 
don't cast a shadow over their 
painstakingly applied mascara. It's 

· warm this September evening, and 
the four freshman girls have all 
elected 'to take off their sweaters 
and tie them around waists which 
already do credit to Cornell dining. 
Their names are Allison, Jill, Pam, 
and Terry. The first three are 
nodding and giggling, not really 
listening to a story Terry's trying to 
tell about her boyfriend, and 
definitely not listening to the 

NO 2 THE IR AYEI ER 17 

freckled guy behind the counter 
who's just asked them for the 
fifteenth time if they're ready to 
order. 

"Oh sorry!" Terry yelps. 
She has the gift of randomly 
directed attention. "I'd like a cafe 
latte, and um, um, a muffin?". I 
shake my head, take a sip of my 
coffee, and think about Paris. 

It has been said that travel 
(and I think this applies to life in 
general) is not about where you 
are so much as about where 
you've been. When you leap (or 
are yanked) from your daily 
existence and you end up in a 
new surrounding, you simply 
can't survive without 
remembering where you've come 
from. Travel and change are about 
taking the things you've seen and 
known and using them to adapt 
to the things you've never seen 
and have yet to know. By the 
same token, the worlds we enter 
cannot help but be altered by our 
presence. A new and different 
perspective oozes from the 
traveler and infects those with 
whom he is acquainted, for 
whether they resist his point of 
view or embrace it, they have 
been made to react, and they are, 
at least in some small way, 

changed forever. It is entropy at 
work; a drop of ink hits a glass of 
water and the two are irrevocably 
altered. 

Returning this year to my 
own glass of water, Acacia, I am 
encouraged by the new life which 
has not simply trickled in, but 
which has flowed in rather 
abundantly. Over a dozen new 
faces have appeared in Acacia 
since I was here last, and as I live 
with and get to know my new 
brethren, I feel I can almost see 
how each one of them has helped 
to nourish and strengthen the 
delicate and complex fraternal 
dynamic that is Acacia. If I had to 
characterize what they've brought 
in together, I guess I would have 
to call it, "no-nonsense fraternity 
with a smile". When I look around 
now I see people asking 
themselves, "What can I be doing? 
What should I do next?" instead 
of, "What are you doing now? 
What are you supposed to be 
doing?". I see class lines blurring; 
I see disagreements being aired 
and worked out; I see jobs being 
tackled with enthusiasm and 
efficiency. In short, I see a house 


