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HOMECOMING '79 

.. and they returned home where their brothers lived. With 
them came wives and friends. Their brothers warmly welcomed 
them home. They named this special occasion HOMECOMING. 
Every year since that first return home, there has been a 
HOMECOMING PARTY WEEKEND for the Alumni brothers 
and friends. At this HOMECOMING PARTY these brothers re
flected on times past. 

This year, as the returning Alums arrived the festivities began 
and became more impressive as the weekend progressed. They 
started with a beer night dinner on Friday and then went skat
ing at Lynah Rink. After ice skating they went for hearty 
rounds of beer and pizza. That night each scrambled for the 
few extra beds, couches, and carpeted floor spaces. 

The next morning's brunch was converted to a 12:00 lunch 
to give all some time to recover from the night before (and t~ 
help alleviate congestion in the bathrooms). With a little help 
from each other, they managed to find their way to Schoelkopf 
Field t~ watch the Cornell-Yale football game. A couple of the 
Little Sisters and brothers had created a banner .with the cap
tion "Let sleeping Bulldogs die," which was hung in the east 
stands for all to see. They cheered on the Big Red, but to no 
avail, the Yalies hounded "the Bear" and won 23 to 20. 

But all was not lost, their wonderful Pearl made them a fan
tastic dinner. Upon arriving home they got formally dressed 
for the night's feast. It was agreed that some exercise was in 
order after so filling a meal and after the dining room was 
converted to the Acacia ballroom, they all danced the night 
away to the music of the band and the jukebox. There was 
also rejoicing at the bar and serious competition at the pool 
table. (Some say that the competition was at the bar and the 
rejoicing at the pool table.) 

The first branches of the Big Brother tree were taped onto 
the commons staircase wall for all to see and admire. This 
marked the beginning of strengthened brotherhood between 
the Alumni and the Actives. The Alumni present contributed 
greatly in expanding and connecting the trees. Some having 
found unknown connections spent some time getting to know 
those in their branch better. 

Among those who helped celebrate HOMECOMING of 1979 
were: Bob Squires '52, Adrian & Eric Humphreys '74, Sandy 
Hatch '50, Jim Kehe '79, Howie Zwiefel '69, David & Sarah 
Fischell '79, Jim Manfredi '78, Rob Spiesz '77, Steve '72, 
Mary & Benjamin Stein, John C. Maciag '76, John & Sherri 
Green, and others who did not sign into the guest book. 

There were also pictures from years past of the Acacia brothers 
and their friends. These pictures never having been labeled 
were set on the commons walls for those who recognized their 
contemporaries. Most of their pictures were too old for those 
who had come. But, the brothers hoped that next time, there 
would be others who were older and wiser that would return 
to enlighten their younger brothers. 

All-in-all, it was a good reunion. As the Alumni returned to 
distant homes, the actives began to make plans for the next 
reunion of all the brothers. These plans are included within 
the text which follows. 

TIMOTHY K. THOM (887) 
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VENERABLE DEAN'S GAVEL: 

SHOW US YOUR ACACIA SPIRIT! 

Brother Acacians, 

At the opening of this spring term, the Actives at Cornell 
Acacia look back at the fall semester and feel a sense of gen
uine accomplishment. As expected, the fall term presented a 
tough challenge to the men of Acacia. Finances were excep
tionally tight. Substantial increases in operating costs, especial
ly in food and fuel expenses, tested our ability to make ends 
meet. All the actives really pulled together to economize 
wherever possible. In addition, the Alumni Corporation gave 
us some financial assistance that was appreciated very much. 
At the same time, Acacia conducted the most aggressive rush 
program in recent years. We competed with a number of the 
larger and more prominent fraternities on campus and met 
with considerable success. We emerged from formal rush with 
fourteen outstanding pledges and a strongly united brother
hood. 

This semester marks the beginning of exciting times for Acacia. 
The physical plant is in very good condition. Our brotherhood 
is more closely knit now than at any other time during the 
three years I have been at Acacia. We have four men who are 
Teaching Assistants for major Physics and Computer Science 
courses. Other brothers are involved in a number of campus 
organizations. Social functions have been arranged between 
us and each of the sororities on the hill. In addition, we are 
fielding stronger teams in intramural athletics. Other houses 
know they can expect tough competition from Acacia. Through 
all of this, we are becoming better known and more involved 
in campus affairs. Most importantly, there is a growing sense 
of pride among the brothers; they are proud to be Acacians! 

In the midst of all this optimism, there is the temptation to 
sit back and not work as hard. However, the job cannot be 
left to just a few enthusiastic people. This is the time for both 
the Actives and Alumni to give an extra push towards build
ing a stronger Cornell Acacia. A number of you have given us 
your backing all along. Still, there are quite a few of you that 
we rarely hear from. The Actives really need your financial 
and moral support right now. It lets us know that we are not 
alone as we work to make Acacia better. The Actives look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible whenever you 
are in the area, and especially at Spring Weekend (May 2-4) 
and at Summer Weekend (July 11-13). We want you to be a 
part of our excitement and success as Acacia becomes a dyna
mic and influential fraternity at Cornell. 

Fraternally, 
BILL BETHKE (851) 

CORPORATION BOARD NOTES 

The corporation board of directors has undergone a few 
changes in personnel recently. Due to time constraints, Ernie 
Schaufler (500) has stepped down as Chairman to be replaced 
by me. However Ernie is acting as Vice Chairman for which we 
are grateful. Art Kulp (398) has agreed to stay on as Secretary 
and Jim Showacre (447) remains as Treasurer. Don Payne (562) 
is still active as Alumni Representative. Alex Cheney (381) and 
Eden Slegr (788) have left and we thank them for their service. 

New members are Alan Grant (812) and Sam Morrie (833). 
Fred List (816) also attends meetings and is helpful with his 
specialized knowledge. 

Financially the corporation is in the red. We have always op
erated with very little reserve capital and the failure of the ac
tive chapter to make several payments over the past year has 
used up all of this. That the actives have failed to meet several 
payments is due in part to the tardiness of several brothers in 
paying their housebills. This has brought up the question of 
whether pledges, upon initiation, should be required to sign a 
contract or alternatively brothers who miss a payment could 
be required to sign a note. The active chapter is making in
roads on the debt and we hope to have things under control by 
fall. Meanwhile more alumni contributions are needed and at 
the same time a lack of major problems with the physical 
plant are desired. 

On the brighter side, there have been no serious problems with 
the house so far. Storm windows were installed in the fall and 
hopefully the heating bill will reflect this. 

The mortgage will be paid off by F(!bruary of 1982. It would 
be nice if we could pay this off earlier, saving some interest 
costs and allowing the corporation to build up some much 
needed reserve capital. Perhaps a fund raising drive culminated 
by a mortgage burning party could be mounted. Any com
ments or suggestions? 

The corporation is trying to increase its advising roll to the 
house by making available committees or individuals knowl
edgable in different areas such as physical plant, finances, din
ing, etc. To do this we need alumni support, especially from 
those alumns in the Ithaca area. If we could establish a list 
of alumni who could be contacted by actives for advice or in
formation we might avoid some problems that occur because 
of inexperience. I would appreciate some response from local 
alums. 

The actiye chapter looks good, there is a large and active (al
though no real drinkers and a weak hockey team) pledge class 
and if we can get over our financial problems the 80's could 
be a very good decade for Acacia. 

STEVE GLIDDEN (818) 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

Hi! Sorry to intrude on you like this, but you are so many and 
so far apart that we have found our newsletter to be the best 
way to communicate with you. Many thanks to all of you who 
have been sending back your forms and sharing your recent en
deavors, activities, and hopes. We hope that you have found 
that it is useful not only to keep you up to date with the ac
tives, but also with your Acacia contemporaries: old room
mates, big brothers, little brothers, and friends. We are always 
open to suggestions on our format and article coverage. Write 
to us and let us know: we may be Cornell Acacians but we are 
not omniscient (yet). 

TIM THOM (887) 
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CLEANING THE CARPET 

I was given the great opportunity during the winter clean-up 
to clean the carpet in the commons. In doing so, I was able 
to give the carpet a close look and determine its condition. 
From this study, I can say without a shadow of a doubt, "We 
need a new carpet." Contributions so far have reached the 
$935 level. This means that we are only a third of the way 
there, and it looks like we will not be rolling in the new car
pet until the summer (especially if donations are still coming 
in as they have been in the last few months). 

In looking over the carpet forms that were returned, it was 
interesting to note the position each donator has requested for 
their square. Brother Chip Brueckman purchased the entire 
area under the piano, while Brother Matt Brown wanted the 
area under the guest book. The front foyer has been purchased 
entirely by Brothers Campbell and Visconti, while the only re
quests Brothers Utic and Fletcher made were that their square 
yards be located on the floor and in the house. Brother Ode
gaard requested his square to be placed in the wing head and 
we will have to see about that. Brother Schneider requested 
his square be next to the library door so he could listen in on 
all intimate conversations. 

I appreciate the enthusiasm of those who have contributed 
towards the purchase of our new carpet. I look forward to 
hearing from all of you in the near future. 

BILL HAIRSTON III (873) 

SENIORS AND GRADUATE STUDENTS 

SOON TO BE ALUMNI 

William H.F. Bethke II, Ridgewood, N.J., Agriculture and Life 
Sciences 

Jeffrey Arnold Earickson, Albuqueque, N.M., Engineering-MS 
Andy Scott Finkel, Philadelphia, PA., Engineering-BS 
David R. Fischell, Silverspring, MD., Engineering, Ph.D. 
Michael Warren Fried, Queens Village, N.Y., Arts and Sciences-

BA 
John C. Gammel, St. Louis, MO., Engineering, Ph.D. 
Jeffery J. Haddrick, Chicago, ILL., Engineering-BS 
William Burton Hairston III, Birmingham, AL., Engineering-BS 
Ralph Garrick Hay, Alexandria, VA., Engineering-BS 
Morris Armond Jette, Jr., North Attleboro, MA., Engineering

BS 
Cosmo Liberty Leo, Utica, N.Y., Engineering-BS 
Donald Alair MacLeod, Tustin, CA., Agriculture and Life 

Sciences-BS 
Mary Ellen Philipps, Lancaster, N.Y., Agriculture and Life 

Sciences-BS 
Philip Mark Schuler, Rome, N.Y., Engineering-BS 
Joseph Michael Schussler, Kingston, N.Y., Agriculture and Life 

Sciences-BS 
Chalo Fernandez Vorbech, Quito, Ecuador, Engineering-MEng. 
William Roland Ward, Springfield, VA., Agriculture and Life 

Sciences-BS 

Our congratulations and best wishes for a prosperous future 
and our hopes for continued brotherhood. 

ACACIA SOCIAL CALENDAR, SPRING 1980 

Fri. 4/4 Guest night 
Sat. 4/5 Dartmouth lacrosse 
Thurs.-Sun. 4/10-13 INITIATION ...... . 
Wed. 4/16 Cortland lacrosse 
Fri. & Sat. 4/19-19 Parent's Weekend 

Cocktails, Dinner, Guest speaker, Coffee & slides, Dancing 
and Open bar (all on Saturday night) 

Sat. 4/19 Cortland lacrosse 
Wed. 4/23 Yale lacrosse 
Fri. 4/25 Date Night dinner, 5 :45 
Sat. 4/26 Phi Psi 500 all day, Party at night 
Fri.-Sun. 5/2-4 SPRING WEEKEND! 

Fri. Cards and/or Casino party with limited open bar 
Sat. 10-4 Picnic 

3-6 Southern Lawn Party 
6:00 Dinner 
9:00-? Party with the music of "Discovery" 

Sun. 11:00 Brunch and Recovery 
12:30 Annual Acacia Corporation Meeting 

Mon. 5/12 Finals start 
Tues. 5 /20 Finals end 
Mon. 5/26 Commencement 
Fri.-Sun. 7 /11-13 Summer Weekend (Taughannock) 

HOMECOMING 1980-OCTOBER 25 

CORNELL vs. DARTMOUTH 

We are currently making big plans for next year's Homecoming. 
In the development stages are: speakers from each decade of 
Alum-brothers and a family feud game with Brother Tree fam
ilies. Let us know that you have made plans to be with us so 
we can develop our ideas further. Ideas, contributions wel
come! See fall mailing for more details. 

This Spring's University Class Reunions are for YOU if your 
graduation year ends in O or 5 (ie: 1940 and 1945). 

ACACIA CORPORATION ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

As established by the corporation constitution, an annual 
meeting is arranged each spring. Here, anyone interested can 
hear reports on all aspects of the corporation and active 
chapter. 

The last few years have had little outside interest. Several 
times we've had problems even having a quorum. The ending 
of the term in early May has shortened our number of week
ends available. In 1980 we have decided on: 

SUNDAY, MAY 4 AT 12:30 PM 
ACACIA ANNUAL MEETING 

If you can join us please let us know-we can use your support. 

ERNIE SCHAUFLER (500) 
for Acacia Corporation 
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OUR BROTHER, THE PROFESSOR 

If one had visited the chapter this past January during the fall 
pledge class initiation, he would have seen a face unknown to 
those brothers of the past eight years, but certainly recogniz
able to those who were here in the sixties. 0. Ernest Bangs, 
Professor Emeritus of the School of Hotel Administration 
viewed and participated in much of initiation. Recently, I had 
an opportunity to speak with Professor Bangs concerning his 
accomplishments in industry as well as his association with 
Acacia. 

BARRY: What field of Hotel Administration are you in, and 
how did you become interested in it? 
PROF: While I attended Penn State Junior Technical College 
for two years and then Missouri Wesleyan for another two, I 
worked with my father in his construction business as a con
sulting engineer. This experience initiated my interest in food 
facilities engineering, which I later taught at Cornell. 

BA~RY: How did you get into the teaching profession? 
PROF: After a while, I involved myself with developing 
hotel school curriculums in food facilities engineering for 
hotels in Singapore, Tokyo and Seoul, ·Korea. 
BARRY: Is this what brought you to Cornell? 
PROF: Yes. In 1958, the School of Hotel Administration of 
Cornell University asked me to come and introduce a curricu
lum of the same nature to its students. 
BARRY: How long after this was it that you became involved 
with Acacia? 
PROF: Along with teaching, I was continually doing consult
ing work in designing kitchens for Cornell buildings and fra
ternities. I designed facilities for Delta Upsilon fraternity, 
Williard Straight Hall, and the Pancake House, among others. 
In 1959, I was asked to design a new kitchen for Acacia. 
BARRY: This was when the wing was added, wasn't it? 
PROF: Yes, they were built simultaneously. 
BARRY: How did this lead to your membership in Acacia? 
PROF: As I worked on the kitchen, I got to know the brothers 
fairly well. Since I was a Mason of the third degree, the broth
ers decided to make me an honorary member. 
BARRY: To what extent did you actively participate in the 
affairs of Acacia? 
PROF: In 1961, I became the chapter advisor for Cornell 
Acacia; I kept this position until 1971, for it was then that I 
reached the legal retirement age of 65. Unhappily, I was re
quired to retire. 
BARRY: I suppose you had to give up your role as chapter 
advisor? 
PROF: Even though I was 65, I didn't want to end my career, 
so I chose to travel to Puerto Rico and develop a food facilities 
curriculum there. I stayed eight years, and recently returned in 
1979. 
BARRY: You certainly have led a full life, professionally. As 
for Acacia, are there any fond memories you can tell me about? 
PROF: I generally enjoyed sharing with the brothers all of 
their experiences as they lived and grew at the house. One 
event I always looked forward to was Parent's Weekend. We 
always had a large turnout of parents each year. I felt gratified 
that the parents enjoyed themselves so much and was pleased 
that they often offered financial contributions to the house. 

BARRY: What are your plans for the future? 
PROF: I feel I could still teach at Cornell for five or six more 
years. However, as that is unfeasible, I hope to donate my ser
vices to the new Oddfellows Home on West Hill. The Hotel 
School has recently purchased the building and is planning to 
invite hotel people from all over the world to come and par
ticipate in vocational training programs that will be started. 
I will always make Ithaca my home, although there is a possi
bility I might go to Communist China to design a kitchen for a 
new hotel which a friend of mine is building. 
BARRY: Are there any changes you would like to see made 
at the present Acacia chapter? 
PROF: One thing I would like to see reinstituted is discussion 
groups. When I was advisor, the brothers would have discus
sions about ethics, religion, etc. several times a semester. I 
would like these to begin again. Perhaps the pledges could be 
included, and the many facets of Masonry could be taught to 
them and the brothers as well. 

* * * * * * * * 

Professor Bangs concluded by promising his assistance to the 
brothers in any way possible, fraternally or academically. It is 
encouraging to see an alumnus so dedicated to the growth and 
success of Acacia. As one looks around the house, one sees 
several plaques in the library in honor of Professor Bangs. The 
evergreens by the kitchen entrance were all given to the house 
by him. The Professor will always remain a part of this house. 

BARRY A. DAVIS (888) 

MAKE NOTE AND REMEMBER 

-Come and visit. 
-Stay in contact with each other. 

Let the Traveller be your line of COMMUNICATION. 
-Send back: Incoming freshman info. 

Directory slip. 
Carpet Fund card. 
Little Brother/Big Brother Info. 
Dues Notice. 

-Mortgage Burning: 1982. 
-Seventy-fifth anniversary: May 30, 1982! 

THE PURPOSE OF AN ALUMNI PROGRAM IS TO SEEK, 
PARTICIPATION-INFORMATION-FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED IN SOME WAY? WHY NOT-TODAY? 

FRED MORRIS, '22 

Brother Fred Morris, '22, had fond memories of his days at 
Cornell Acacia, and he shared them with us when we went to 
visit him. He answered questions that we had about the his
tory of the chapter and what it was like back then, but he 
tried to impress upon us the support the fraternity gave him 
during his years at 614 E. Buffalo St. Brother Morris has more 
than repaid the fraternity by his own support since 1922. 
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Brother Morris came from Shelbyville, Indiana, to Cornell, 
but was taken away from school when World War I broke 
out. He came back to the university in 1921, when he joined 
Acacia. To pay his way through school, he sliced meat for the 
cafeteria at Cascadilla Hall, and therefore, he could not eat his 
meals at the house. Brother Morris was unable to hold any 
house office because of his job, but he stressed that the 
brothers at that time supported him and helped him get through 
the agricultural college at a difficult time. 

One example of support that he received he remembered quite 
clearly. He had signed up for the Eastman Stage Speaking Con
test at one point and asked some of the brothers to come along 
to listen. They sat near the front and at a prearranged time 
during Morris' speech, let out an ovation which the rest of the 
audience picked up on. To this day he's not sure whether or 
not that helped him win a second prize. 

We learned that Jessup Road and Jessup Field behind the 
North Campus dormitories were named after one of our 
founders, George P. Jessup. Evidently, Jessup had something 
to do with the layout of the area, but Brother Morris could 
not remember exactly what it was. Brother Morris said that 
one of the tricks they used to play at the house was sending 
billiard balls down the stairs at midnight. I wonder if anyone 
got hurt pulling that stunt. 

Brother Morris graduated from Cornell in 1922 and worked in 
agricultural extension in Oneonta for five years. He moved 
back to Ithaca and was on the Cornell Agricultural Extension 
faculty for 34 years. During that time he served on the Acacia 
Corporation Board and helped the chapter move to 318 High
land Rd., our present address. He was also chairman of the 
building fund for the new wing, added in 1961. 

His efforts have aided the chapter tremendously. We left his 
apartment (a hop, skip, and a jump from the chapter house) 
feeling good about Acacia Fraternity. Brother Morris taught 
us a lesson in support we will not soon forget. 

DEAN PRICE (892) 
JEFF CHUNG (876) 

Fred Morris '22 

RUSH ARTICLE 

September 1979 marked the beginning of another school year, 
and rush season. We started by bidding the boarders presently 
living in the House. With these three assisting in Rush, while 
pledging the House, the Brotherhood plunged into informal 
Rush. This year our goal was to pull in a more athletic and 
outgoing pledge-class than in the past few years. Numerically, 
we wanted a class large enough to assure an adequate number 
of Brothers to fill the House next year. 

Everything proceeded smoothly throughout the Fall Semester. 
The Brotherhood picked up a new high -of 220 rushees. An
other plus this fall was a lower drop rate. These factors con
tinued to allow us to bid only the best without fear of being 
too choosey. Our lineup of Rush functions, this year, closely 
resembled previous years, with an assortment of ice-times, beer 
nights, parties, athletic events, and Stables runs, as well as, 
many spontaneous events. 

There were two new programs to assist in carrying out the 
Rush program this year. The first was the active participation 
of our Little Sisters. Their presence at rush events, I am sure, 
had a beneficial effect on our rushees' opinions of Acacia. 
Second, was a new method of organizing the Chapter for 
phone and _personal contacts (we started mandatory room con
tacts about halfway through November). The new organization 
consisted of committees, each with a Chairman who reported 
to the Rush Chairman. 
Looking back on the year, I think that the new ideas and en-
thusiasm that went into this year's Rush program showed that 
the Brotherhood can adapt to and create what they want. 
With refinement, the Rush program that we conducted this 
year could provide the major tool for creating the Acacia that 
we expect to see. 

WILLIAM R. WARD (862) 

KNOW ANYBODY NEW GOING TO CORNELL? 

Well, it's another new year, but with the same old things. We'll 
be seeing the same days of torrential rains, we'll be hearing the 
same Uris Clock Tower chiming in the distance, and we'll ex
perience the same feeling of dread as the first rounds of tests 
approach. 

But wait! Not all things have remained the same. Here, at Cor
nell, there are now new faces. Typically, these new faces are 
freshmen. While some are transfers and yet others are grad stu
dents. Regardless of who they are, the face is always the same, 
whether peering into campus maps trying to figure out where 
they are, or staring wide eyed into the gorges. 

It is the face of anxiety, wonderment and bewilderment. We 
at Acacia can't help with the anxiety or wonderment that goes 
along with the first couple weeks at Cornell, but we can help 
ease their bewilderment. If you know of anyone going to Cor
nell, give them our number. When they need help, have them 
call us and tell whoever answers what their situation is. We 
don't promise miracles but we'll help if we can. We'd also ap
preciate it if you could send us a note with his or her name, 
address and telephone number. We'll be glad to give them a 
buzz to see how they're doing. 

CHRIS WONG 
880 
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FROM THE SENIOR DEAN 

The fall, 1979 pledge class has been initiated. Alan Leon Jette 
(Computer Science '82), Thomas Fabian Horbacz (Economics 
'82), and Witaly Derby (Economics '82) successfully completed 
their three day initiation ending Monday, January 14. 

While all three were living in the house as boarders, they were 
participating in informal rush, sports events, and social events 
as much as were many brothers. They had all previously known 
the house through 1978 pledging and/or previously living in 
the house. The benefits of having them as brothers have al
ready become evident. They participated heavily and with en
thusiasm to make our formal rush a successful one. They are 
now eligible to run for house offices this spring (Alan Jette 
is already our Athletic Chairman). Above all, the house and 
myself were able to run the additional initiation without the 
pressure of school. This allowed me and the initiation com
mittee the opportunity to improve some procedural diffi
culties of initiation, to develop new ideas for initiation events, 
and to organize the initiation files. The 1980 spring initiation 
will greatly benefit because of these improvements. The 
brothers initiated last spring also had the chance to witness 
initiation earlier as brothers. 
These new ideas have been fully integrated into this spring's 
pledging program. Fourteen men participated in our pledge 
ceremony held on February 9. They are: 

Christopher Paul Deane (President), Hingham, MA, Engr. '83 
Jeffrey Maguire Cain (Vice President), Grammer, IN, Engr. '83 

(Jeff is a legacy. His brother, Tom Cain graduated in May '79) 
Wallace Kimbrough Davis, Jr. (Treasurer), Rockville, MD, Engr. 

'83 
Arthur Charles Thomas Huston (Sorority Relations), Peter

borough, NH, Arts '83 
Scott Howard Dulman (Athletic Chairman), Brookline, MA, 

Arts '83 
Stephen Jay Bigelsen, Morristown, NJ, Engr. '83 
Mark Hill Lambert, Sparta, NJ, Engr. '83 
Daniel Ross Merrill, Snohomish, WA, Engr. '83 
Rogel Calderon Patawaran, Long Beach, CA, Engr. '83 
David Elliott Pattison, Newton, NJ, Arts '83 
David Alan Sperry, Wilmington, DE, Engr. '83 
Kenneth Michael Weiss, Cinnaminson, NJ, Engr. '83 
Adam Hoey Whitlock, Cambridge, MA, Engr. '83 
Stephen Seekun Yu, New York, NY, Engr. '81 

The ceremony was followed by the customary Chanipagne 
Party (only two casualties) and restaurant dinner. 

The pledge class has already started group dinners on week
ends, won one out of two hockey games against the brothers, 
baked cakes for four sorority pledge classes, threatened to take 
over the entire house, and promised to find out all they can 
about initiation. If only they knew what was ahead of them! 

To all you alumni, I would like to close by offering you an in
vitation to our April 10-13 initiation. We look forward to see
ing you with us at that time. 

GARY HAY (867) 

1980 PLEDGE CLASS 

Yu, Pattison, Deane, Huston, Whitlock 
Davis, Lambert, Merrill, Weiss 
Cain, Patawaran, Bigelsen, Dulman 
Absent: Sperry 

ACACIA: PENN STATE TO CORNELL 

There is a tradition at the Penn State Chapter of Acacia Fra
ternity where the pledge class puts on a theme party at the end 
of their pledge term. The purpose of this party is to bring the 
pledge class closer together by working together, and striving 
for a common goal. When Ron Hilton (Penn State, 1971) was 
president of his pledge class, the theme party was called "Dog 
Patch Days." Everyone dressed in L'il Abner type costumes, 
and the house was turned into a barn. Hundreds of bales of 
hay and animals were brought into the house to set the atmos
phere. They somehow escaped from the house and ran around 
the fraternity district in State College at 3 o'clock in the morn
ing. Needless to say the police arrived and asked Ron what he 
was doing with pigs and calves in the house. Although the ani
mals were borrowed from farmers who had worked with the 
house over the years, it was difficult to convince the police 
that the pigs and calves were not stolen. 

Besides being pledge class president, Ron was also Senior Dean 
at Penn State Acacia. He was involved in intramurals and 
ROTC, was a member of the College of Business Student Coun
cil, and was president of the freshman honorary society, Phi 
Eta Sigma. 
Ron and his wife Meg moved to Ithaca in August 1977 where 
Ron is now a faculty member in the Graduate School of Busi
ness and Public Administration at Cornell University. He spends 
half of his time teaching accounting and a course called deci
sion analysis and the other half doing research in economics 
and accounting. 

Ron and Meg, who is studying for a Masters degree at Syracuse 
University, have a one year old son, Timothy. 

JEFF CHUNG (876) 
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM THE PAST 

In the Spring 1979 issue, we promised to help bring back some of your memories of Cornell and Acacia Fraternity. Below is a segment 
of an experience from Acacia's past. 
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This year, as every year, we started 
out with a hectic two weeks of rushing 
during which the party mood didn't 
exactly carry us away. Therefore our 
first party was on that eventful day in 
October, the second to be exact, when, 
Cornell having defeated Navy, every
one was naturally in a happy mood. The 
party consisted of a hot dog roast and 
vie dance. However there were those 
who had other interests. 

Two weeks later on the 16th, the 
majority of us went up to Syracuse to 
watch the Big Red squeeze the Orange. 
After the game most of the fellows ac
cepted the invitation to attend a party 
given by the Syracuse chapter. Judg
ing from the time some of them re
turned, notably Hunt and Lauber, it 
must have been an extremely good time. 

On the following Saturday, the game 
between Cornell and Army took place. 
Spirits were slightly dampened by the 
outcome but the party at, the house 
helped everyone forget his sorrows. A 
buffet, supper started the affair which 
was attended by the parents of several 
of the fellows as well as their dates. Joe 
and Paul Curtis' parents came down to 
the game from New Hampshire; Jack 
Carpenter's and Art lngraham's came 
from Buffalo; Norm N eubauer's came 
from Snider, N. Y.; and Bob Smith's 
mother came with Joe Wilford's parents 
from Williamsburg, Va. After the sup
per the pledges put on a skit entitled 
"Acorn Chapter, Nut House". Enough 
said! Then, after a couple of games, 
we got down to the more interesting 
part of the evening; dancing with the 
one-and-only (especially true for Ber
gren-Mungeer . and Hatch-Ferguson). 

The initiation of thirteen pledges took 
place on the weekend of October 30-31. 

Therefore no social events were s:::hed
uled .. but we had fun! Inasmuch as the 
pledges lived through the weekend, we 
celebrated with a nice banquet down at 
the Dutch Kitchen and then got back 
into more gracious living. Professor 
Clark and Professor Heuser each said a 
few words. 

The high point of our social program 
thus far has been our Autumn Week
end House Party from which many of 
the brethren are still recuperating. 
Everything ran smoothly under the di
rection of Bob Strong. 

On Friday eYening, November 12, the 
party-ers went on a hayride and then 
returned to the house for dancing etc. 
Saturday morning everyone was up 
bright and early (11 a.m.) to wander 
around the campus. In the afternoon, 
of course, the Chapter and guests went 
to the Dartmouth game, and what a 
game it was! We had to impress the 
Houseparty guests, you know. After 
the excitement Ma Sutton dished up an 
excellent meal and everyone was off for 
the Savage Club Show. The Coronation 
Ball with music by Johnny Long was 
t.he highlight of the weekend. Shirley 
St. Onge, guest of Orrin Riley, was se
lected as the Acacia princess to represent 
the house in the Queen contest. The 
Knapps and the Kerrs made perfect 
chaperones, so near and yet so far! 

The Autumn Weekend ended on Sun
day afternoon when sleepy-eyed men 
of Acacia bid fond and long-lasting 
adieus and somehow managed to salvage 
enough energy to straighten the house 
before they collapsed completely. 

We're now planning for a Christmas 
party and there are those who are count
ing the days until Junior Weekend. 
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AUGUST W. RITTERSHAUSEN '21, 87 CLINTON AVE., NYACK, 
N.Y. 10960 After 44 years in public school education, I am still active 
in community affairs. Also I have 17 colonies of bees that make 1000 
lbs of honey yearly. I enjoy going to schools to lecture on bees or rocks 
and minerals, and do so often. I am often called to help people out with 
their bee problems. Ruth and I visited Bro. Kenneth Sillete several 
times during the summer and fall. He had a bout at the Ellenville 
Hospital, but is all patched up again. I am sorry to tell you that Bro. 
Fred Wollmer '26 passed on in the fall. I visited my daughter Carol 
Byron '54 and my son Edward '65 in the Seattle area last May. 

AL FREDERICK '27, 310 NO. BROADWAY, MCALLEN, TX 78501 
I have four grandchildren-the oldest boy a sophomore in college, the 
oldest girl a freshman at Cornell. The next grandson enters college next 
fall and the youngest girl Susan, the following year. I have had a pretty 
rough ten years of hospitals, doctors, and nursing homes .... I've al
ways felt that my four most pleasant years were spent at 614 East Buf
falo Street. 

J. CLYDE THOMAS ME '22, 1102 WISCONSIN ST., GLENWOOD, 
ILL. 60425 Mrs. Thomas (Mildred, AB '24) and I still enjoy driving 
across this good U.S.A., in all directions. Have fond memories of the 
'21 to '25 group and hope you get some news items from them. Four
teen years of retirement have been great for us. We have one son, a 
professor of math and computers at DePaul University, Greencastle, 
Ind. And one granddaughter, and one grandson, both in college. 

PERRY D. SLOCUM '35, 1101 CYPRESS GARDENS RD., WINTER 
HAVEN, FLA. 33880 I spend my summers at a cottage in the North 
Carolina mountains near Franklin, N.C. I spend the winters at the 
above address. My first wife died on Feb. 3rd (1979). I remarried on 
July 14th to Maggie-Belle at the Liberty Baptist Church, Franklin, 
N.C. I have taken up wildlife photography and sell my pictures either 
directly or through an agency in N.Y. City.-Perry Brother Slocum is 
retired and has sold his business to his son. 

KENNETH J. SORACE '40, 2021 LYNOWAY ROAD, LYNDHURST, 
OH. 44121 Notes that he got a card from Al Hasedorn for Christmas. 

WILLIAM B. GIBSON '48, 417 SYCAMORE HILL, DANVILLE, CA. 
94526 Son Todd will soon be finishing Cal. State Univ. Daughter Diane 
about to present us with 3rd grandchild-we have 2 grandsons: 4 yrs. 
and 1 yr. Thinking of retirement years and time to spend on our sail
boat. Barbara (Shiray) and I stay active in civil affairs, etc. 

CHARLES H. FIELD JR. '59, COCHISE COLLEGE, DOUGLAS, ALA. , 
85607 The College Governing Board has approved my sabbatical leave 1 

for fall semester '80. Planning to attend Rutgers. Hope to be able to 
visit Ithaca sometime next year. (Editor's note: So do we! But bring 
some warm clothing!) 

ROBERT C. PFAHL JR '60,359 WEST HILL ROAD, LONG VALLEY, 
N.J. 07853 We have just moved from Bethlehem, Pa. to Long Valley, 
where we are living in a 1760 home. I am the analysis and planning 
manager for the electronics component division of Western Electric 
Co., working in Morristown, N.J. 

WILLIAM C. AHEARN '68, 5603 CALLE DEL SANTO, PHOENIX, 
AZ. 85018 Started my own firm this year, specializing in occupational 
health consulting. Detect and control exposure to noise, chemicals, etc. 
that can affect an employee's health in industry, or cause a lot of legal 
problems for the company. Visited Ithaca this spring with my spouse 
Susan: her first look at Acacia. We were favorably impressed with some 
of the improvements in the House. Visited John Brown '69 and his 
spouse Jane in Seattle, Wash. in September. Enjoyed the local sights 
and nearby Victoria and Vancouver, British Columbia. Less enjoyable 
was the early start of the Seattle "rain festival"-9 days of rain. We con
cluded, however, that Seattle rain is less drenching and warmer than 
"Ithacation." 

RONALD S. ROTH '70, 49 MAPLE STREAM ROAD, EAST WIND
SOR, N.J. 08520 I have not written in a while, let me bring you up to 
date. I finished my alternative service as a conscientious objector by 
teaching in a school for pregnant teenagers in Brooklyn in 1973. I then 
entered the Jewish Theological Seminary Rabbinical School in New 
York. I graduated in June 1978 and am now a conservative rabbi serv
ing a congregation in East Windsor, N.J. Rhonda and I were married 
in 1971. Has anyone heard from Richard McMurty recently? I would be 
interested in hearing from him. 

STANLEY R. NIMAN '73, 3340 NE. ACADEMY, PORTLAND, ORE. 
97220 During mid-October, Dave Odegaard was in the Portland area on 
a temporary engineering assignment. Dave's visit was only the second 
time (that I know of) that a Cornell Acacian has come to Portland since 
I left Cornell in June 1974. The only other time was when Alan Pue 
visited in late June 1977. I would certainly welcome more such visits. 
P .S. It didn't seem that Dave has changed at all since I last saw him. He 
probably doesn't think that I have either. 

ROBERTSON C. SPIESZ '77, 108 BURROUGHS DR., BUFFALO, 
N.Y. 14226 William Utic is working for Pacific Gas & Electric in San 
Francisco. Also, he is helping re-establish the Berkeley chapter, and will 
be Senior Dean to first pledges of reactived chapter. 

WILLIAM A. UTIC '77, 1300 CREEKSIDE DRIVE NO. 317, WAL
NUT CREEK, CA. 94596 Well, I've finally graduated from Harvard 
and I'm now working for the Pacific Gas & Electric Company in San 
Francisco. Let me tell you, having your own secretary to take dictation, 
sharpen pencils, give back-rubs, etc. is really great. So how do I like 
California? Need you ask? Also, I've been appointed to the Alumni 
Board of Directors of the California Colony (in Berkeley). They have a 
fine group of young men, mostly your typical golden-haired surfer
types, attempting to make a go of their colony and return the chapter 
to active status. As a former Senior Dean, I'm looking forward to ini
tiating all 45 men when they're granted a charter. Of course, anyone 
journeying out to the Bay area has a place to stay. 

THOMAS R. WHISTON '77, 19 6th AVE. N.W., HAMPTON, IOWA 
50441 Brother Whiston was very helpful in our attempt to construct 
our Brother-Tree; Much 
thanx, Tom! 

OWEN FUJIMOTO, 5319 RUBY STREET APT. E, TORRANCE, 
CA. 90503 

GEORGE RAMOS '79, 7770 NW 45th STREET, LAUDERHILL, FL. 
33313 I have decided to join the United States Air' Force. If all goes 
well, I should be in the service by March 1980. I have yet to take the 
written exam and the physical. I will be trained in management. Basi
cally, the job entails the handling of the Air Force's industrial labor 
relations and affairs. I have not given up my art. Not on your life! 
I hope to compliment my artistic activities with my work in manage
ment. (Editor's note: We hear from Brother Ramos often and are very 
happy that he finds the time to keep us informed-it is almost as if he 
were here!) 

HERBERT P. COOPER '22, 114 RIGGS DRIVE, CLEMSON, S.C. 
29631 I am in my 93rd year as of February 18, and do not get about 
a great deal. I have thirteen grandchildren ranging in age from 38 years 
to 4 months-and three great grandchildren. My oldest son H.P. Jr. is 
a medical doctor practicing here in Clemson. One of our grandsons 
from Evansville, Indiana, Ray Shirley, is a freshman this year at Clem
son University and is living with us. Louise, Mary, and Tommy (Thomas 
Reid) are living with their families in Indiana, Mississippi, and Virginia 
respectively. 

CHAPTER ETERNAL 

We are saddened to hear of the death of Fred Wollmer '26 
(255). Brother Wollmer was born August 12, 1901 in Brook
lyn, N.Y. He came to Cornell to study Electrical Engineering. 
He was a member of the Masons, Callicoon Lodge No. 521. 
He Pledged Acacia on February 9, 1925 and initiated on 
March 7, 192 5. During his short time as an undergraduate 
brother, Fred served on the auditing committee. 
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