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ITHACA, NEW YORK .. 

THE HOUSE SINKS DOWN THE DELAWARE RIVER 

As the brotherhood returned from the far corners of the earth, 
we decided that we should convene a "retreat" to renew ac· 
quaintances among the brotherhood and have an overall great 
time. The house responded with overpowering enthusiasm and 
off to the Delaware River we trekked. 

Loaded with all the necessities (sleeping bags and beer), wear
rived at Bob Lander's Canoe Base late Friday night (9/14) and 
set up camp. Most of the night was spent in conversation and 
songs around the campfire. The excitement died down about 
1: 30, much to the approval of the camp next to us. 

Saturday started much too early, but by a miraculous stunt we 
were off and down the river in eleven canoes, The river trip 
was accompanied by many exciting incidents. At the beginning 
of the trip Brothers Gary Hay (EE '80) and Bill Ward (Agr '80) 
both capsized when their canoe was rammed broadside by 
another canoe in one of the many canoe wars. Five bottles of 
Molson's Golden Ale went to the bottom to join the fossil 
record. After a few other tips, the canoes went over the 
treacherous Skinner Falls. Only one canoe failed to make it 
and it was piloted by a Navy ROTC. (Hats off to the Navy.) 
All the brothers watched as each canoe went over the falls. 
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Since all were gathered around we stopped for lunch here at 
Skinner Falls. For some reason lunch seemed rather wet. No 
one was able to survive the river without at least the onslaught 
of water. At Skinner Falls wc had a chance to dry off and talk, 
but soon it was back to the river. 

Brothers Bill Bethke (Agr '80), Jim Manfredi (Arts '78) and 
myself explored the many eel traps on the river as an eel 
would see them, from the inside. To free ourselves from this 
trap, we had to disembark from the canoe and lift it over the 
rocks, and then we were off again. The only disappointment 
came when we rounded the bend to find the end in sight. Well 
in the true Acacian spirit we tried to prolong the grand trip. In 
doing this, three more canoes were capsized and everyone 
drenched. 

After everyone dried off and had a brief rest, we settled down 
to supper and a general discussion on Rush and Social. As we 
talked, we watched the fire die slowly and decided that it was 
time to depart. So with a good time in our memories, and a 
sense of brotherhood in our hearts, we left the Delaware River 
as a "FRATERNITY" ready to endure the trials and tribula
tions of Cornell University. 
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ACACIA AND THE FUTURE 

This year promises to be both challenging and exc1tmg for 
everyone here at 318 Highland Road. After a slump in frater· 
nity spirit at the end of last spring, the brothers have returned 
from summer vacation with renewed drive and enthusiasm for 
Acacia. This fall, our primary goal is to increase membership. 
Due to less effective rush programs in the last two years and to 
several men with academic difficulties, we now have only 25 
brothers living in the house. Of these men, ten will be gradu
ating this year. To deal with this, we have set necessarily high 
goals for rush: six upperclassmen in the fall and twenty under· 
classmen in the spring. Led by rush chairman, Bill Ward, the 
brothers are hard at work, united in aggressively recruiting new 
men. We have already pledged three of our five boarders. In 
addition, we are receiving some much appreciated help from 
Acacia National. 

We have been selected as one of ten chapters to receive special 
attention from our national organization because we have 
great potential. Executive director, Tom Nelson and his staff 
of chapter consultants are dedicated towards providing the 
necessary support to develop that potential to its fullest. A 
recent visit by one of the consultants has given direction to the 
raw enthusiasm of the brotherhood. We are committed to 
making Acacia a great and dynamic fraternity at Cornell. This 
is a gradual process that requires input from outstanding and 
dedicated men. This is where you, as alumni, can really make 
an important contribution. You can support the brotherhood 
of Acacia in several ways. 

In our spirit of Human Service, I am sure you are contributing 
to your community through some local organization. This 
might be your church, the Masonic Lodge, the YMCA, or the 
Boy Scout and Explorer programs. All of these organizations 
can put you in contact with outstanding young men with 
leadership abilities, who might be coming to Cornell. You may 
know of others through the Cornell Club in your area. Send us 
the names of these men! We have already received names and 
recommendations from Brothers Carey Fletcher ('58), Ralph 
Lamar III ('58), John Maciag ('76), and Colonel C. D. McAI· 
lister (Purdue '19). Acacia can be only as good as the men of 
which the fraternity is made. It is never too late for you to 
recommend a good man to us . 

Over the summer, I had the pleasure of staying at the chapter 
house to enjoy the one season in which Ithaca has sunshine. 
In between alternate bouts of swimming, sun bathing, and 
studying, I had the opportunity to visit with a number of re
turning Acacia alumni. Many were here on July 14-15 for our 
annual Acacia Summer Weekend get-together. While I was talk
ing with them, I realized that much of Acacia's history and tra· 
dition has been lost over the years. You alumni are often our 
only source of information in this area. Your visits with the 
actives enables them to develop a greater sense of Acacia's 
heritage. ln addition, your visits are a great source of encour
agement to them. The time you take to come to the chapter 
house and meet with us tells us that you care and that we have 
your support. We realize that it is not easy for you to walk in 
and suddenly feel at home with thirty strange college men. 
However, we all share the common tie of brotherhood. You 
may want to come with other alums who were at Acacia with 
you when you were an undergraduate. Write us or call us. We 

will be glad to let you know the current calendar of events, 
give you the names of other alumni who are coming, or ar· 
range accommodations for you. The actives look forward to 
seeing you soon . 

Perhaps the most important way you can help us is to become 
a member of the Alumni Corporation Board, particularly those 
of you who live in the upstate New York area. After many 
years of dedicated service, a number of board members are 
stepping down as their terms of office expire. Right now, half 
of the positions are vacant because we have no one interested 
in filling them. The Alumni Corporation Board provides vital 
moral and financial support to the active chapter. We need 
new, dynamic alumni to become board members and provide 
the necessary backing for us to make Acacia great. Please write 
and let me know that you can become involved in supporting 
Acacia. 

The actives are dedicated towards building a better and more 
vital Acacia over the next few years. They will need your 
growing support. With it, they will know that they are not act· 
ing alone as they pursue their goals. They will know that they 
have the backing of hundreds of fellow Acacians,, united in the 
spirit of brotherhood! 

BILL BETHKE 
Venerable Dean 
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This year we are planning to live up to Acacia's motto, "Hu
man Service," by taking in a transient adolescent and helping 
him to mature to the point where he can live a responsible life. 

What does that mean? Transient adolescents are adolescents 
that for one reason or another, are not able to succeed in their 
lives with society, and therefore need some form of guidance. 
That is what we hope to be for one transient adolescent, a 
form of guidance between the strict control they might have 
received from a parent or public institution, and the self 
guidance they will hopefully achieve. 

Presently, we are working with Allen Roth, from the New 
York State Division of Youth, to prepare a contract between 
the transient adolescent, the Division of Youth, and ourselves. 
The contract will protect us from the consequences of illegal 
activity on the youth's part. It will also define the position of 
the youth in Acacia. The Division of Youth will have the final 
say as to whether the project may be continued at any point. 

In preparation for this undertaking, some of the brothers and 
Little Sisters have visited Camp MacCormick, a nearby institu· 
tion which works with adolescents. 

We are now eagerly awaiting completion of the last steps that 
will bring the youth to us. 

This will be the first time an approach of this sort will be tried 
in New York State, and as far as we know, the second in the 
nation. We hope to set a good example for those who follow. 

JIM SKIFF (Arts '81) 
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FINDING HISTORY 

I am sitting here at my desk going through our Brotherhood 
list, paying particular attention to the graduation years and ad
dresses. I wonder what stories you could tell me of your years 
at Acacia. I wish I could visit with each one of you and relive 
your adventures. 

As a pledge, I had to learn the dates significant to our chap
ter's history. On May 30, 1907, we were founded and oper
ated out of Barnes Hall; 1908 brought the chapter to 105 
DeWitt Place. Being more stable in 1909, we purchased our 
first house at 708 East Seneca Street. In desire of expansion, 
we leased 614 East Buffalo Street in 1920. But we weren't 
going to stop at 21 brothers, we moved to 318 Highland Road 
in 19 34 which presently has the maximum capacity of thirty
five. 

The dates I'm sure, are dates you are all familiar with, but they 
are necessary in the education of a pledge. As a brother, I 
wonder about our history in a more detailed manner, like: 

1. Were there ever composites or house pictures before 1939? 
(The 19 39 composite is the oldest one we have in the chap
ter house.) If there were, what happened to them? If not, 
why not? 

2. What were some pledge projects here at "318"? 
3. What were some service projects? 
4. What were some class gifts? 
5. What significant thing(s) did Brother George Penney Jessup 

('08) do to get a road named after him in Ithaca? Are they 
the same George P. Jessup? 

6. Were there always Big brothers-Little brothers? 

My questions are trivial, but important to the heritage of our 
fraternity. I am searching for a backbone to our history. Min
utes to Chapter meetings can be boring and have a small chance 
of being read. Stories of the "good old days" and re-enact~ 
ments of those glorious moments by active brothers and 
pledges will help bring our Brotherhood closer together. 

A mural of a Big and Little Brother Tree (like a family tree) is 
something that could welcome each class of Actives into 
Acacia. The purpose of a Big Brother is to be a person to turn 
to in time of need, a companion of experience at Cornell, and 
a friend during pledging and afterward. The strength of our 
brotherhood can thus be unified throughout time as we all 
have (had) Big Brothers. 

To some of you, this may sound corny, and you might be 
wondering-"Why should a Big-Little Brother Tree tie us 
closer together?" Nothing will happen without an effort; 
hopefully, knowing that your line of Little Brothers has 
managed to survive to today in some way will be cause enough 
to look into Acacia today and find new friends among your 
brothers! The above definition of Big Brother is not just a 
typical Frater (brother); he is (or can be) a close friend, a best 
friend. (I feel that mine is.) I'm hoping that you might feel 
likewise toward your Big Brother and Little Brother. There
fore, what I need from all of you Big and Little Brothers out 
there is at least a postcard with your name, your Big Brother's 
name, and Little Brother's name and any other Big-Little 
Brother relations that you might remember. As soon as all the 
necessary information is gathered, we will find a wall in the 
chapter house to display our Tree of Brotherhood. 

As Corresponding Secretary (Alumni Relations), I hope that 
the Alumni and Actives will find a new interest in each other as 
resources to be tapped for friendship in Brotherhood. Below 
is what little of my Big Brother Tree that I could find: 

Harlan M. Meinwa.ld ('74) 

Thomas 8. O'Brien ('78) 

/ I ~ 
Bruce G. Schneider ('78) James J. Manfredi ('78) Marty Hatfield ('80) I (depledged) 

Bradley J. Meyer ('79) 

I 
David F. Moses ('80) Jeffrey C. Chung ('81) 

Timothy K. Thom ('82) 

If turned upside down, it will look more like a tree. 

Fraternally, with Friendship, 
TIMOTHY K. THOM (Agr. '82) 

A NOTE FROM THE JUNIOR STEWARD-SENIOR GIFT 

The money donated by the 1979 Senior class has recently 
gone for the purchasing of seven dozen gold Georgian glass 
tumblers, and a set of new pitchers. The glasses have added a 
smooth touch to the decor of the dining room during date 
nights and big parties, and the decrepit, old aluminum pitchers 
have seen their last day beneath the cow. We hope that the 
senior class of '79 can al1 come back and see the new addition 
to the kitchen. We would also like to thank them all very 
much for the gift. 

Pearl 

Amanda Pearl Murray has not been cooking on Sundays this 
semester; instead she's been cavorting around the countryside 
with her friends. In fact, one Sunday she and a busload of her 
bingo entourage went all the way to Philly to participate in a 
thousand member bingo convention. On Monday morning 
Pearl came in bubbling with excitement. She had had a great 
time, singing on the bus and seeing the impressive convention 
hall. She also said that she won five dollars, however, when I 
asked how much she lost, she looked hurt and indignant and 
said it was none of my business. Oh well. 

DAVE NOLTE (Arts '81) 

NEW OFFICERS FOR FALL '79 

Senior Steward (House Manager): Dean Price 
Corresponding Secretary (Alumni Relations): 
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ACACIA SUMMER WEEKEND VI 

This past summer brought the sixth annual Acacia Summer 
Weekend. Over 60 people, from as far away as Walnut Creek, 
California (Bill Utic '77), and Birmingham, Alabama (Bill 
Hairston '80) returned for a three-day blitz in Ithaca. For 
some reason July 14, Bastille Day, is a very appropriate occa
sion for getting together to have a wild time. People are in the 
mood to escape from their jobs or studies and let loose. It's 
also an excellent time to catch up on stories, or create new 
ones, about old friends. 

Summer Weekend doesn't just happen, though. Planning starts 
months in advance. By Spring Weekend the date is set, and a 
tentative list of who is to be invited has been drawn up. The 
next two months involves preparing the agenda and taking 
care of all the pre-event details. Rich Han ('81.5) organized 
the weekend this year, but he had plenty of summer residents 
to help him get things done. Chris Wong ('81) handled the 
written communications, while Dave Nolte ('81) made sure 
there would be plenty of food to satisfy everyone, and Joe 
Schussler ('80) set up the evening's social events. Many others 
joined in to cook macaroni and chicken, or peel potatoes, or 
any of the many other chores which needed to be completed 
beforehand. Through mutual efforts everything was done in 
time, and when Friday, July 13 came around, the house was 
ready. People started coming in late that afternoon, and by 
midnight the house was alive with Acacians and friends making 
the most of their weekend. 

The first night was spent in the house working on a half keg 
of beer, with munchies, and saying hello to people not seen in 
a while. Eventually, most people went to bed to rest up for 
the next day. 

Saturday began officially at 10:00 am with a picnic at upper 
Buttermilk Falls State Park. Along with an ever-present half
keg, people found bowls of salads, boxes of cookies, and great 
amounts of hot dogs, hamburgers, and chicken. However, 
there was a lot more to do than eat. Everyone, at some point 
in the day, could be found either playing softball, frisbee, 
swimming, riding on swings, or just casually walking along the 
gorge. Although the water was cool, plenty of warm sun was 
provided as a relief, and many people were tanned. 

The picnic extended until late in the afternoon, when everyone 
returned to the house to get cleaned up for the evening's activ
ities. Soon, people were rapidly congregating at "On the Water
front" for an evening of drinking and dancing. A good band 
was playing, which kept the dance floor packed all night long. 
The evening was highlighted with a birthday cake to celebrate 
Sarah Cain's 21st year, and by the end ofthe evening it seemed 
like everyone had celebrated sufficiently. They all went home 
with tired feet, but were very satisfied. 

The weekend finished up on Sunday as people packed lunches 
and headed on back to their real worlds. The strong enthusi
asm and spirit that Acacians and their friends possess, once 
again showed through and made Summer Weekend VI a great 
success. Thanks to all the Alumni and friends who helped us 
have a great time at Acacia Summer Weekend VI! (or who 
stopped by this summer). 

Bill ('78) and Laura Stewart 
Joseph J. Evans ( '7 5) and Mike 
Patricia Warner ('79) 
Mary Ellen Philipps and Steve Riegal 
Pam Gros 
Rob Spiesz ('77) 
Pam Hudadoff 
Miriam Akabas 
Sue Glenn 
Dave ('75) and Sarah Frischell 
John (Chip) Bruekman ('78) 
Leah Minemier 
John Townsend III ('78) 
Valerie Propati ('79) 
Fred Skiff ('79) 
John Maciag ('76) 
Brad Meyer ('79) 
Bill Utic ('77) 
George Ramos ('79) 
Jim Kehe ('79) 
Howie Zuiefel ('69) 
Tom ('78) and Doris O'Brien 
Carlos Ubarri ('78) (''=" ' 

Jim Manfredi ('78) ' ,i,..~•'"£ "!·:/·•'( 
Kathy Masterson "•'I. •· .• ft 't• 'i • ,,,.~.,. J.' 
Terri McDonald 'i'tt;..1,.~;' 1.-_•~. • · 

Pat ('7 5) and Jill Chefalo • r't ••( •• r ·•~. · .... 
Frank ('73), Linda, and Frank Mrowka III •_ii;..~. 7~ 
Ralph E. Lamar III ('58) ' ~'(. l •,. 

Let's do it again next year! i'.l."" • ' 

JOE SCHUSSLER (Agr. '80) 

ANOTHER FIRST 

The Cornell Chapter pulled off another first on the night of 
October 3, 1979, when the whole chapter sat down and had an 
orderly but informative "flap" session. Discussion was led by 
the National Chapter Consultant Allen Gilstrap (Univ. of 
Kansas '79), but after his initial comments the house reverted 
to its true style and got the ball rolling. 

Many topics ranging from common experience to leadership to 
communication to house image were discussed, but the funda
mental goal was the same: We will be the BEST house on the 
hill by the end of this year. This is set as our goal and what a 
goal it is. 

I am sure you are asking, How will we do this? Basically it is 
not a hard job, it takes a little time and commitment, but 
mainly it means that every brother must take pride and be
lieve that ACACIA is the BEST house on the hill. With this 
in our minds we will have no problem convincing others and 
from there the plan explodes similar to the inverted pyramid 
effect. 

Whereas specific goals have not been set, by the time of print, 
the house has the enthusiasm and commitment of all the 
brothers involved. With this I am sure the house will prosper, 
and I look forward to my graduation in May, when I can 
honestly state, "I am a member of the BEST house on the 
hill." 

BILL HAIRSTON (CivE '80) 
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SOCIALLY 

In the few months that I've had the privilege of being Junior 
Dean, I've learned a few things about the office that I never 
knew existed. It's a job that is very interesting and has its 
more unpleasant side, but on the whole the office is quite 
satisfying. 

One thing I've learned is that being Junior Dean is a lot of 
work! I don't think most people realize how much work goes 
into planning and pulling off activities, such as time spent on 
the phone, filling out forms, and generally running around. 

Another thing I never realized before is that the Junior Dean 
has to be a motivator. He has to build enthusiasm in the 
brotherhood for social events, or in today's terms, "Get them 
psyched." [Paul's favorite phrase since becoming Junior Dean 
(Editor's note).] This is very hard to do, because if people 
decide beforehand that they won't like something, it's almost 
impossible for them to enjoy the event when it happens. 

A perfect example was our first party this fall. It's normally a 
band party, but we decided to have a non-band party this year, 
both to save money and provide a little variety. The party's 
theme was ''The Battle of the Jukeboxes," and all the dancing 
music was provided by our two jukeboxes, one of which is 
owned by the house, thanks to the classes of '77 and '78. The 
other one is owned by Bill Bethke '80, our resident jukebox 
expert. But once the party got going, everyone had a really 
great time, and we ended up dancing ti! 3 AM. 
One of the job's pleasures is that it's very satisfying to know 
that you were the architect of everyone's good time that even
ing. One of my goals is to give the house a more balanced and 
varied social calendar, because a social program is a lot more 
than parties, beer nights, and ice times. The fall social calendar 
is listed at the end of this article to give you some idea of what 
we're doing and when. 

I would particularly like to highlight Homecoming Weekend. 
On Friday night, we have 2 hours of ice time at Lynah rink. 
Ice times are always good times, so bring a hat that can be 
stolen and sharpen up your blades. 

Saturday afternoon, of course, is the football game. We're 
playing Yale this year, and for a change Cornell has a good 
chance of winning. In case you haven't been keeping track, 
Cornell football is back, and Ivy League championship fever 
is running high in Ithaca. 

Saturday evening starts off with cocktails at the house at 5: 15. 
At 6:00 is dinner, prepared by our beloved Pearl Murray. And 
from 9-1, you can dance to the music of "Discovery." For 
anyone with enough energy to make it, brunch is at 11 AM on 
Sunday. 

So far, we know that John Maciag '75, Rob Spiesz '77, Chip 
Brueckman '78, Jim Kehe '79, and Patry Warner: Little Sister 
'79, Sandy and Joan Hatch '50, Harold Teller '76, and Howie 
Zwiefel '69 are all coming to Homecoming. We really hope to 
see all of you there, and you are always welcome at our social 
events listed below. Hope to see you! 

PAUL C. HERRINGTON '81 
Junior Dean 

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS 

Friday, Nov. 2-Sunday, Nov. 4 HOMECOMING WEEKEND 

Friday, Nov. 2 

Saturday, Nov. 3 

Sunday, Nov. 4 

Friday, Nov. 9 

Saturday, Nov. 10 

Ice time, 11 pm-1 :15 am 
Beer and pizza at house after 

Yale game, 1:30pm 
Cocktails at house, 5: 15 pm 
Dinner, 6:00 pm 
Party with "Discovery," 9-1 

Brunch at 11 am 

Dance lessons at the house, with 
a sorority 

Syracuse University Acacia's 
"Night on the Nile" party 

Friday, Nov. 16-Sunday, Nov. 18 IFC-Panhell Greek Weekend 

Friday, Nov. 16 

Saturday, Nov. 17 

Sunday, Nov. 18 

Friday, Nov. 30 

Saturday, Dec. 1 

Sunday, Dec. 2 

Saturday, Dec. 8 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 

Collegetown Happy Hour 
Speaker and Movie Night in Bailey Hall 
Acacia: Beer night dinner, 

Ice time at 11:15 

Formal Party at North Campus Union 

Fraternity Brunches 

Ice time, 9:45 
Beer and Buffalo party after, featuring 

Beef on Wick 

Winter Formal 
Cocktails, 5:15 pm 
Dinner, 6:00 pm 
Party with "Jasmine," 9-1 

Brunch, 11 am 

Ice time, 11:15-12:15 
Beer at house after 

Last day of classes/Christmas party 
Dinner, 5 :45 
After dinner: Trim the tree, Caroling 
9:00-12:00 "Acacia Disco" 
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$PORTS TALK 

The final score: Chi Psi 3, Acacia 2. This was the result of our 
first intramural soccer game. But the score indicates much 
more than just a close soccer game. It signifies a change in at• 
titude in the house towards athletics. 

At the beginning of the term, the brothers tended to neglect 
athletics to a great extent. Enthusiasm for the intramurals was 
at a low, and attendance at varsity sporting events was not 
what it should be. This was evidently due to the confusion of 
beginning a new tcfrm and consequent unavailable time for 
extra-curricular activities. There seemed to be a general apathy 
circulating the house. 

I have tried to overcome this feeling by emphasizing that the 
intramurals are more than just out-and-out competition among 
houses. Rather, they are a way for a house to express its devo
tion and commitment to the campus community. We must 
show the utmost pride in our fraternity by presenting a good 
show in campus intramurals whether we win or lose. What we 
think of ourselves is reflected in the eyes of the Cornell com
munity. Participation in intramurals and attendance at varsity 
sports is vital to house spirit, house unity, and in general, 
friendship among the brothers. Common experiences are the 
only things which will hold a house together, for without 
them, we are all just a bunch of individuals. 

So, when the brothers returned home from the soccer game, 
they were high as a kite. They were a united fraternity. Con
gratulations were flying back and forth; thanks to Bill Ward's 
two goals we came very close to defeating what is known as 
the "jock" house on campus. Spirit and confidence were, and 
still are at a peak. 

This spirit has surfaced recently in many ways. We were vic
torious in our second soccer game, as we defeated Alpha Delta 
Phi 6-4 in overtime thanks to the excellent play of George 
Derby and Gary Hay. Acacia, also, finished second in the intra
mural sailing event, led by Don Mac Leod and, once again, 
Gary Hay. 

Attendance at varsity sports is increasing every week, with the 
house buying large blocks of seats at the football games. For 
the third year in a row, Acacia was first in line to purchase ice
times, thus getting us the best times of any house. All I can say 
is, "Keep it up guys!" The "Spirit of Acacia" is not something 
I can expect you to feel through this article-but if you were 
here you could see for yourself how our house radiates in it! 

'1:J. 
~ 

NO WAY OUT. SENIOR DEAN GARY HAY 

f • 

CLASS PROJECT 

Television viewing has become a much more comfortable way 
to spend one's leisure time at Acacia thanks to the pledge class 
of 1979. Led by Senior Dean Gary Hay (EE '79), this year's 
pledge project consisted of rebuilding the platform used for 
television viewing as well as repainting the rec-room. 

Upperclassmen returning to the halls of Acacia at the end of 
a long summer were greeted by the sounds of hammers pound· 
ing and saws grinding. The pledge class, consisting of Cornell 
Sophomores Ethan Cosgriff (Arts), Barry Davis (Arts), Andrew 
Mercer (Hotel), Dean Price (ChemE), Lou Schwartz (Arts), 
and Tim Thom (Agr), along with Seniors Cosmo Leo (ME) and 
Phil Schuler (ME), had returned to 318 Highland Road several 
days early to complete their chosen project. Planning had be
gun Sunday evening before freshman orientation week, as pro· 
posed designs were suggested, rejected, and revised, until a 
satisfactory compromise was agreed upon. The final design 
consisted of a central elevated platform incorporating bench 
seats forming an inverted "U," and on either side of this, "L" 
shaped bench seats on ground level. All seats were to be 
heavily padded and covered, with carpeting covering all other 
areas. 

The first step, undertaken early Monday morning, involved 
tearing down the old platform believed to have been built 
around 1974. While this was being accomplished, the rec-room 
was taking on a new appearance as the old harsh orange paint 
was being covered by a fresh two-toned blue combination. The 
date 1907 inscribed in the cement wall commemorating the 
house's construction date was highlighted in black for all to 

see. By evening, the old platform was gone and the first new 
studs were being placed. Much of the framework design credit 
belongs to brother Jim Skiff (Arts '81), who had most of the 
complex details worked out in his head before anything was 
put onto paper. 

The entire daylight hours of Tuesday and Wednesday were de
voted to sawing, shaping, sweating, and swearing, as piece by 
piece the framing took shape. The AFL-CIO would have raised 
hell since 12 hour workdays were the general rule, as the new 
brothers worked feverishly into the night. Thursday was mainly 
devoted to selection of finishing materials, as covering, padd· 
ing, and carpeting had to be chosen. Trying to reach an agree· 
ment between nine individuals, each with their own opinion as 
to what looked best, turned out to be one of the more diffi
cult tasks associated with the project. Black vinyl covering, 
foam padding, and blue carpeting were finally agreed upon. 
However, stuffing $180 worth of foam padding into 2 com
pact cars turned out to be one of the more humorous aspects 
of the week. Have you ever tried to fit 25 cubic feet of foam 
rubber into a car with only 20 cubic feet of interior room? 
Strange looks were generated on the highways as two cars 
stuffed with 4 crammed but very well padded occupants trans
ported the foam back to the house. 

. 
i 
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Installation of the vinyl, foam, and carpeting began Thursday 
evening, and continued into Friday as hammers and saws gave 
way to glue and scissors. The last piece of carpeting was laid 
at 6 pm Friday evening, just in time for the entire brotherhood 
to celebrate the accomplishment at a beer night dinner. 

Although the project went 2 days and $200 over budget, it 
was unanimously agreed to have been worth the time and 
capital. To commemorate the sweat, brawn, and bruised 
thumbs that went into its construction, a plaque has been in
stalled, so future Acacians will know who to thank as they sit 
back and comfortably enjoy their favorite shows. 

PHIL SCHULER (ME '80) 
COSMO LEO (ME '80) 

NIGHT OWLS ON THE LATE SHIFT BROS. DAVIS AND SCHWARTZ 

TREASURER'S CORNER 

I am pleased to report that the chapter is once again finan
cially solvent. As the arrears are beginning to get paid up, 
the office of the treasury is settling with all of Acacia's credi
tors. Though there still remains the small matter of building 
our savings account from $2000 to the legal mark of $5000, 
we are staying well within this year's budget. Provided no un
foreseen expenses arise, Acacia will remain financially stable. 

JOHN GRAHAM (Arts '81) 

THE LITTLE SISTER PROGRAM: 
FROM AN ALUMNA 

On October 22, 1979, the Little Sister Program at Cornell 
ACACIA will be one year old. For many of you, that may 
sound practically brand new, and in fact, this may be the first 
that you have ever heard of us. But to all of us directly in
volved in the program, this anniversary is surely a milestone. 

Last October, four women were pledged at a makeshift cere
mony at 10:00 on a Sunday night-not too impressive, I might 
add. Believe me though, things have changed. We now can 
boast of seven little sisters, one alumna, and the beginnings of 
a super pledge class that may total five or six women. Our 
ceremonies have been revised and refined, the general policies 
and rules of the program have been discussed and defined, and 
the entire brotherhood has begun to take a more active interest 
in the program. 

To me, the first Cornell ACACIA Little Sister Alumna (an 
ominous title in itself), the anniversary means success. We've 
all had to work hard to organize the program; and now that I 
can sit out here in the "real world" and see it really working, 
1 can't help but be thrilled. Not only is the group increasing 
in number, but the house seems to have started to realize the 
benefits from it. From all my reports, the sisters are really be
ginning to help with rush; not to mention the general change 
in the atmosphere of the house now that women are present 
occasionally. I am convinced that everybody could benefit 
from a few sisters in their life. 

In conclusion, I would like to extend my invitation to the 
Cornell ACACIA alumni to visit the chapter house and see for 
yourselves that the Daughters of Pythia are going to make it 
at Cornell. 

PATRICIAM. WARNER 
(HumEc '79) 

DAUGHTERS OF PYTHIA 

The Little Sister program is going well and is proving to be a 
great help to the brothers as we progress through Rush season. 
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·' . LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

Dear Alums, 

There is not much news available on our Alumni brothers, 
mostly because our Fall mailing was late in getting to you 
all-therefore not allowing you sufficient time to get back to 
us so that we could share in your recent endeavors and accom
plishments. We hope, however, that you might have your in
formation sheet filled out and on its way while we are at press 
because we are aiming for more Alumni News for our Spring 
Traveller. Even if a check is not enclosed, your news is good 
news and we, your active brothers and your alumni brothers 
are waiting to hear about what you have been accomplishing. 
Please share the experiences you have away from our Brother
hood just as you shared experiences while in our Brotherhood. 
Together, we can teach each other and learn how to make the 
world better. Let them say Acacia did it! 

TIM THOM (Agr '82) 

LEAVING 

Along with the fun times and significant moments with the 
brothers, I will depart remembering, I hope, Acacia's chal
lenges: 

To look beyo11d faults and build on strengths; 

To grow through giving instead of grabbing (having been 
given much much shall be required); 

To selfless dedication and human service; 

To love truth and seek wisdom. 

What few secular groups ask idealism from us at all! I will 
remember Acacia's mark on some very outstanding individ
uals from this chapter: Fred Skiff (EP '79), a remarkable 
scholar, athlete, and a fine chapter leader, is now studying 
graduate physics at Princeton; Tom Cain (EP '79), whose 
scholarship, idealism and zeal for personal growth I will always 
remember, is now teaching science in Cameroon, Africa through 
the Peace Corps; Jay Stone (Agr '78), whose common sense 
and catching enthusiasm have helped this chapter become 
"number one," is now giving his life to Christ at Christ for the 
Nations Institute in Dallas, Texas. Max Ehrmann must be right 
claiming there is some quiet virtue and pureness in this world 
when he warns, "Exercise caution in your affairs, for the 
world is full of deceit. But let this not blind you to what virtue 
there is; many persons strive for high ideals; and everywhere 
life is full of heroism." 

I feel honored to have been a part of the Cornell Chapter of 
Acacia. My memories of people here will give substance to 
Acacia's challenge to me after leaving. 

I am proud to be an Acacian. 

DAVID B. ASTER (EP '77) 

Dave has just finished his Masters in Engineering and is now in 
the real world. Congratulations, Dave! Stay in touch! 

REMINDER TO REMEMBER 

We hope that you will remember Acacia everytime you move. 
Just send us a postcard with your name, new address and 
phone number. Otherwise it becomes very hard to keep track 
of 892 brothers (including, regretfully, those who have de
ceased). 

THE MAILBAG: ALUMNI NEWS 

RICHARD K. McMlJRTRY, '67-'68, "After 8 years of work, I am 
finally about to publish my book John McMurtry and the American 
Indian. John killed Indians and was eventually killed by Indians in 1790 
while serving in an army that George Washington had sent to drive Ohio 
and Indiana tribes off their lands. The book combines family history 
with a look at how the economic system shaped the politics, technol
ogy and psychology of the times in a way that prevented a just solution 
to the conflict. I'm living in Berkeley, CA with my wife and 2 year old 
son JACOB. 

STEPHEN E. CRUMB, '71, is working on his Ph.D. at Washington State 
University after receiving his M.S. zoology from the University of Idaho 
in August 1978. Steve and Marie Crumb had a baby boy 2/19/79, 
JEFFREY SCOTT. 

THOMAS R. WHISTON, '77, writes, "My old roommate from the arm
pit rooms, Owen Fujimoto finished his undergraduate work at the Uni
versity of Hawaii and is now working at Redonodo Beach, Los Angeles, 
California for T.R.W. space systems division. Ironic that those initials 
are my exact initials! One can write to Owen c/o Harry Kuwahara, 
1110 S. Windsor Blvd., L.A., Calif. 90019." 

JAMES W. KEHE, '79, writes that all he hears from the Little Sisters is 
Gossip, Gossip, Gossip and More Gossip. 

JERRY W. KREIDER, '68, tells us that, "In my capacity as a vice 
president in the Architecture/Space Planning firm of H2L2, have been 
managing the relocation of T.V. Guide magazine to new corporate 
headquarters in suburban Philadelphia, and I don't even watch tele
vision! Visited with David Gorelick '68 in Los Angeles during vacation 
with Kathy and Melissa {6 years) in April. Spent a day in Disneyland 
with David, wife Naomi and son Daniel. Saw Bill Amon '68 and wife 
Jennifer at brunch reception at Holly Moore's {'68) new restaurant "the 
Upstairs Cafe"-a great pan of downtown Philadelphia's "Restaurant 
Renaissance." 

JOHN MALE, '58, "Spent a month this past summer touring the west
ern U.S. and Canada with Judy '60 and our three children. Spent a few 
days visiting with Bob Flash '58 and his family at their home in San 
Rafael. California." 

CHAPTER ETERNAL 

We regret that our records are not as up to date as they need 
to be nor are our channels of communication as wide as we 
would like .... Therefore, we take this opportunity to express 
our remorse for not having extended ourselves earlier to our 
brothers who have passed on. 

FACELIFT 

For those who do not recognize it, the new masthead is not a 
new chapter house, it is the front of the present house as it 
was in 1907. The sketch was done by Barbara Wong (Fine 
Arts '82) a friend of the Editor. We have also returned to 
spelling "Traveller" with two L's like the first "Nun Traveller" 
in 1912. 


