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THE 

HOMECOMING, 1977 

This year's Homecoming festivities were both unusually enjoy
able and well attended. The formal dinner on Saturday night 
saw 89 people seated to enjoy a repast of Chicken Kiev and 
Blanchard d'Anjou wine. Nineteen alumni from the classes of 
1950 to 1976 signed into the guestbook, not to mention their 
wives, family, dates and the dates of actives. The general 
sentiment was that a good time was had by all. 

The infamous Cornell Acacia two-party weekend got off to a 
fine start Friday night, October 28, with a casual band party. 
Many old friendships were renewed and new acquaintances 
made around the open bar in the Rec room. Meanwhile in the 
dining room the band provided a good evening's dance music. 
The members of the "P.F. Flyers" band had such a good time 
they didn't leave until 4:30 a.m. 

Saturday saw a disappointing football game, which Cornell lost 
to Yale, 28-0. However, the returning fans were able to revive 
their spirits at the cocktail party before dinner. The dinner 
featured a toast by Venerable Dean Thomas Visconti, and one 
of Mrs. Amanda "Pearl" Murray's rare appearances during 
dessert. Pearl, our cook of fourteen years, welcomed the re
turning alumni, referred to the actives as "all my children," 
and left to a standing ovation for a fine meal and a fine 
person. 

After dinner there was coffee and a slide show in the 
Commons. The slides featured the actives in various embarras
sing poses, and was the subject of much amusement. Shortly 
afterwards there was a casino party in the basement, featuring 
all the standard casino games of wheel of fortune, Chuck-a
luck, roulette, craps and black jack. The house advantage in all 
such games did not prevent John Maciag, '76, from amassing 
41,253 worthless chips. 

A brunch the following morning fortified all present for the 
trip home and the return to studies. Another very special 
Acacia Homecoming weekend had come and gone, only to 
return next year, when we hope to see even more of you. 
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ALLJMNI ATTENDING HOMECOMING, 1977 

As listed in the guest book, the following alumni and their 
guests participated in the Homecoming activities at Acacia: 
Sandy and Joan Hatch, '50, Charles and Jane Deakyne, '50, 
Chet and Betty Pohl, '51, Lloyd and Evelyn Hayner, '52, John 

\ and Alice Ahlfeld, with son Roger, '63, John and Una Lutz, 
'64, Jerry W. Kreider, '69, Alan J. Pue, '73, John W. France, 
'73, Stephen and Mary Stein, '73, Adrian and Eric Humphreys, 
'74, Robert Rudolph, '75, Steve Glidden, '75, Timothy 
Birkland, '75, Michael R. Feinberg, '76, John Maciag, '76, Don 
Herring, '76, Alan Grnnt, '76, Mr. and Mrs. Harold TelJer, '76, 
Bill Utic, '77, and John Fcldsted, '77. 

SENIOR CHIP BRUECKMAN, '79, JS MANAGER 

OF CORNELL FOOTBALL TEAM 
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PEARL GLITTERS ON 
by Jay Stone 

During the past fourteen years, Mrs. Amanda Pearl Murray has 
been the resident master of the culinary arts here at Acacia. 
Not only is she a great cook, but she has captivated the hearts 
of the brotherhood with her charm, wit, and imagination. 

We stand in awe as she informs us of the actives' proceedings 
at Acacia. She often plays matchmaker with your home-town 
honey or the girl next door. You can be up before 9 a.m. 
and yet she'll know you've tipped the glass the night before. It 
is rumored that she has spies scattered all over Ithaca. Come 
down to the kitchen with a gleam in your eye and she'll say, 
"And what did you do last night?" Then immediately she'll 
admonish, "Never mind, I don't want to know." Nothing ever 
appears to get by Pearl, the years have only sharpened her wit 
and insight. 

Pearl is probably the most famous bingo player in Ithaca; at 
any rate she is certainly the most enthusiastic. Various 
brothers have accompanied her on the Friday night rounds of 
the churches, .Elk halls and Sons of Italy clubs that host bingo 
games. All have come away marveling at her ability to play 24 
separate boards simultaneously. The actives never seem to be 
able to handle more than two. 

In reminiscing with Pearl she often talks of the many people 
that have passed through the halls of Acacia. Their 
bizarre activities are often the topic of conversation at break
fast or during one of her little kitchen chats. The more recent 
graduates can put their memories to the test: 

Who developed the Pearl Test? 
Could butterscotch pudding mean anything to you? 
Who has the patent on eating jello? 
How much do snakes at the kitchen window frighten 
Pearl when she has her meat cleaver in hand? 
Who yells Bingo the loudest? 
ls there really such a thing as banana yogurt turkey 
dressing? 

Pearl still lives at 409 W. Green Street, and remembers when 
the brothers of Acacia helped her move into her new home. 
Nine brothers, including Jeff Wood, Ray Wall, Gordon Smith, 
Stewart Berger, and Kent Belvin, helped lug furniture down 
the 42 steps at her old residence. Once everything was safely 
installed at her new home, the brothers threw a champagne 
party for her. Pearl has three daughters, who live in New York 
City, and ner grandson, Ray, is twenty years old. One of her 
daughters has written a book, and is working on another one. 
Grandson Ray, who many brothers will remember, is currently 
attending Ithaca College for music courses, and· Tompkins 
County Community College for business courses. 

In many respects it is a good thing that Cornell Acacia does 
not elect a chapter sweetheart. 1t would only cause any 
number of younger women pangs of jealousy to see one of the 
sweetest ladies in the world win hands down: our cook, Mrs. 
Amanda Pearl Murray. 

MRS. A).1ANDA "PEARL" MURRAY 

SENIORS GRADUATE 

The following seniors will be graduating in January, leaving 
Acacia and Cornell to conquer the wide world beyond gradua
tion. 

GERALD M. STONE 
Jay Stone will be obtaining his bachelor's degree in agriculture 
this January. A native of Crittenden, N.Y., Jay plans to spend 
the next year traveling through North and South America with 
a missionary, learning about mission work as he goes along. His 
plans for the following year are up in the air at this point, 
depending on future developments. 

ROBERTSON C. SPIESZ 
Rob Spiesz, a former venerable dean and senior dean at 
Acacia, will receive a bachelor of science degree in Industrial 
and Labor Relations. A native of Amherst, N.Y., Rob is look
ing forward to a career in the personnel field. He is currently 
still interviewing various companies. 

CARLOS ARSENIO UBARRI 
An electrical engineer from Santurce, Puerto Rico, Carlos has a 
job offer from General Electric in management training, and is 
also tempted by a possible supervisory position at Cornell 
Catering. Carlos will not reach a decision until Christmas 
vacation. 

PHONE NUMBER CHANGES 

The house phone number, which has been used for many 
years, has been changed. The old number, 272-1567, will be 
replaced by 257-7055. The phone company made this change 
because the Ithaca exchange has been filled nearly to capacity 
with telephone users, while the 257- Lansing exchange is only 
half full. 
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THE ACACIA CENTRAL COMPOSITE SER VICE 

One measure of the high spirits prevailing in the house this fall 
has been the unprecedented rate of composite raiding. Even 
the two brothers with the lowest roll numbers, veterans of the 
pledge classes of 1972 and 1974, cannot recall a more active 
period of friendly larceny. This semester is believed unprece
dented in the annals of Acacia in terms of number of com
posites taken, number held at any given time, and in terms of 
satisfactory interactions with the victimized sororities. 

It all began with a room party in the Center Room one Friday 
night. The crowd had grown imperceptibly from four people 
to about twenty. At this point senior Robertson Spiesz, '77, 
was moved to observe that the evening was obviously building 
up to a composite raid. No further encouragement was neces
sary, and within fifteen minutes scouting parties under the 
capable leadership of certain seniors were out reconnoitering 
the nine sororities on campus. Before sunup, five sorority com
posites graced the Commons area. 

The rest of the weekend saw most of the remaining sororities 
visited. The burden of attack shifted largely to certain juniors 
(the names are not given to protect the guilty), who generally 
operated in pairs or threes in the small hours of the morning. 
They were greatly aided by the warm weather which inspired 
the worthy sisters to leave windows open. In the grand Acacia 
tradition, to save time and effort, rather than lugging the 
heavy frames back to the chapter house, in two cases, the 
brothers merely hid the composites behind a china closet and 
a dresser. Several days later, the sororities in question received 
a phone call directed at "The Keeper of the Composite." This 
bewildered official was directed to look in her Bible at Luke, 
Chap. 15 :8 and 9, which reads: "Either what woman having 
ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find 
it? And when she hath found it she calleth her friends and 
neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found 
the piece which I had lost." 

The sisters of Delta Delta Delta immediately took the hint and 
found their composite behind the china closet. The sisters of 
Alpha Epsilon Phi were a bit slower on the draw and were ap
parently completely mystified by the call. A week later they 
invited the brothers over for punch if they would "return" 
their composite. Always eager to oblige, the brothers strolled 
over in jacket and tie. The sisters were called into the living 
room, and Chaplain Bill Hairston read the aforementioned 
verses from the Bible, while brothers Jay Stone and Rob 
Spiesz slowly raised the composite from behind the dresser 
where it had been hidden. They returned it to its former place 
of honor on the wall, a vertical journey of perhaps three feet. 
The sisters were suitably impressed, and in the words of 
brother Bruce Schneider, "totally smoothed out." 

The sisters of Alpha Phi had to resort to an early morning 
wakeup to force the return of their mirror. The sleepy 
brothers were rudely awakened by high-pitched yelling and 
much pounding of doors for an early breakfast of spiked cider 

and doughnuts. There was also an agreeable mixer with Sigma 
Delta Tau in return for their composite. 

At its height the "Union Catalogue" or "Acacia Central 
Composite Cataloguing Service" held fourteen composites 
from eight sororities, a mirror, a charter, and assorted memora
bilia, all locked securely in the office. Energetic junior actives, 
by now well versed in the art of the Composite Raid, took it as 
a personal affront if a call came in for an item not in stock. 
Every effort would then be made to locate the item in another 
sorority or fraternity. These efforts were almost always suc
cessful. 

As the pressures of academic life mounted, the outgo - in the 
form of returned composites - began to exceed the intake of 
night raids. The office is now almost empty, and lights still 
burn late at Acacia, but for less enjoyable pursuits. 

Needless to say, at no point did an Acacia composite leave its 
rightful home. 

HAPPY JUNIOR ACTIVES TAKING OUT THE GARBAGE 

ACACIA HOSTS NATIONAL COUNCIL 

The Cornell Chapter of Acacia Fraternity will host a meeting 
of the Acacia National Council in Ithaca, February 23-26. The 
meeting will decide the policy of the National Fraternity until 
the next Conclave, and will also discuss the plans for the next 
Conclave. Chapters in the area are expected to send representa
tives. All alumni of the Cornell Chapter are cordially invited to 
attend. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

SIG\1UND WALTER SCHELLKOPF, '22, passed away in August of 
this year, according to a letter from his only daughter. She adds that he 
was always a strong supporter of Acacia. 

BERTRAM KINZEY, '18, writes: "Mrs. Kinzey (Gertrude Sampson, 
'19) and r just returned from California where we celebrated our 
daughter's 30th wedding anniversary. We also visited grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren there and in Texas. I still do some management con
sulting and write a column on management for Contractor magazine." 

CAPT. LADfS AMATULLl, '68, writes: "My wife, Evelyn, and I had 
another daughter, Lisa Ann, in July, 1977. We leave for Italy, where I 
will be assigned for the next two and a half years, in December. We will 
be at San Vito Dei Normanni Air Force Station which is just outside of 
Brindisi on the east coast of Italy in the "heel of the boot." Anyone in 
Italy during the next couple of years should plan on stopping by for a 
visit. My best to all." 

HOLLISTER MOORE, '67, writes: "I have moved to Philadelphia and 
am now account•-supervisor for Weightman Advertising, handling the 
Gino's llamburger business. RICH AHLFELD, '68, and DAVE 
THOMPSON, '70, have been by for a visit and sailing on my boat in the 
Chesapeake." 

DWIGHT MILLER, '51, replies to a cryptic notice in the last· 
"Traveler": "l heard from BOB HOWE. The hogs did not get him. He is 
doing well." Hmmm. 

PATRICK CHEFALO, '75, writes: "Brother MARK MALTENFORT, 
'77 is here in St. Louis now, and made an appearance on (shudder) 
"Bowling for Dollars." Alas, with $2100 on the line, he choked (but he 
did get the spare!). I am doing all right personally. Since joining 
Monsanto I've been lead engineer on approximately $800,000 worth of 
capital projects, and most recently have worked in a unit that makes -
mothballs. Somebody's got to make them." 

FREDERIC BURTON, '42, writes: "I moved to Connecticut last 
August to join 1-'lygt Corporation (subsidiary of ITT) at Norwalk as 
Manager of Systems Engineering. I now own two houses (one in 
Syracuse) but hope it won't be for long. (Anyone need a house in 
Syracuse?) Daughter Nancy won primary nomination for Alderman of 
Albany's 7th Ward. Youngest daughter Mary is in second year at 
Cobbleskill studying floral arrangement and design." 

HAROLD TELLER, '76, tells us that he has just been transferred to 
Montgomery Agway_ as assistant manager. He reports a happy addition 
to the family, Christine Anne Teller, born July 20, 1977. 

JOSEPH EVANS, '75, writes: "I am a Fish and Wildlife Technician for 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in 
Olean, New York. Right now we are doing extensive research on Lake 
Ontario and Lake Eric regarding fish populations, their behavior and 
migratory habits, and on pollution, especially with DDT, mercury, 
PCB's and mirex. Tell Pearl "Joey" says "hi!" We did. 

JOHN B. CHENEY, '24, writes: "Inez and I celebrated our fiftieth 
wedding anniversary on August 27, 1977. We both keep quite well and 
active." 

NORMAN SUITER, '16, writes: "I tried to retire this summer but they 
called me back after six weeks. Mildred is home now after over a year 
and a half in hcspitals and a convalescent hospital." 

JOHN MACIAG,'75, writes: "Those who missed the holiday reunion 
last January at my residence will have a second chance to attend on 
January 7, 1978. If you drop me a postcard I will be sure to send you 
an invitation with details. (John Maciag, 109 N. Washington St., 
Plainville, Ct. 06062)" 

PAUL ZIMMERMAN, '50, passed away last February. His wife writes: 
"Paul lost a brave battle with Jung cancer last February. He had never 
been a smoker, and he was actively involved in running the family dairy 
farm until his death. Our son, Paul Jr., is a senior al Cornell and will 
return to the farm upon graduation. In the meantime - a nephew, 
father, and dedicated employees are keeping the operation going." 

KEITH STONE, '71, writes: "My daughter Tracy is in first grade. Most 
of the brothers of '71, '72, '73 and '74 will probably remember her as 
the baby they all waited for in April of '71. Keith II is in kindergarten 
and Ryan can't wait to start next year." 

MARK MALTENFORT, '75, writes: "St. Louis is a great town and I in
vite all my brothers to visit me while I'm here. Work is fun but it sure 
isn't Cornell." 

STEVE STEIN, '73, writes: "I was married to Mary Belous, of Ithaca, 
on February 20, 1977. Brothers RICK BIRKLAND, '72 and DAVE 
THOl'vfPSON, '69, were ushers. Pearl Murray prepared the reception 
at the Big Red Barn with help from EDEN SLEGR, '73, BRUCE 
SCHNEIDER, JAY STONE, and others." 

TIM BIRKLAND and April Allen eloped in August. They are now living 
in Michigan, where Tim is in grad school at the University of Michigan." 

J. ERIC HUMPHREYS tells us that he has "finally" completed his 
Master of Engineering project, graduating September, 1977. He has left 
the government for private industry and is now employed at Bradford 
National Corporation, a consulting furn. 

HARLAN MEI NW ALD, '74, writes: "I am working in Solon, Ohio for 
Stouffer's frozen foods. Keep your eyes open for "new" and "new, 
improved" products. I enjoy my job (product development) and the 
company, which is small enough to be friendly and personal but is 
growing rapidly. My regards to all." 

LARS LUNDEEN, '72, tells us that he is currently attending the 
University of Miami School of Law, and making the Dean's List. He was 
also elected the Law School Ombudsman last May. Prior to that he 
lived for three years in Arlington, Vermont. 

DR. HENRY SKINNER, '36, tells us that he is nearly as busy now that 
he is retired as he was working. Ile holds a number of positions both in 
this country and in England, such as Vice President of the Royal 
Horticultural Soccity. He writes: "Contacts have been maintained with 
a few Acacians of the earlier '30s period - with CLIFF ALANSON, 
GEORGE HAWLEY and RUFUS VAIL mainly by correspondence. A 
year ago we visited with ROBERT T. REID and fan1ily in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where Bob remains busy with designs for the Atlanta Metro 
System, and this past July there was a small party at home, here in 
Maryland, which involved the families of EDWARD W. HUGHES, who 
had headed past from Pasadena for a Delaware wedding, RODGERS P. 
CHURCHILL, retired from the U.S. State Department and SIDNEY 
"SID" KENNEDY, retired from the U.S. Department of Interior." 

DA YID GORLICK '68, writes: "I am now doing my psychiatry residen
cy at UCLA after completing my medical internship at Wadsworth VA 
Hospital last June. My wife, Naomi Feldman, graduated from Cornell 
University Medical College last June, and is now doing her medical in
ternship at Harbor General Hospital. Our son, Daniel Aaron, is 16 
months old." 

JOHN KRAKAUER tells us that he is the General Manager of the 
Health Care Systems Division of Optimum Systems Incorporated, and 
makes his horn"' in Santa Cruz, California. He has two adopted children. 
Laura is two years old and Keith is five. 

JOHN LOTHERS, '30, passed away last August, according to a letter 
from his wife. He was a retired professor of architectural engineering at· 
Oklahoma A & M. 


