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Myron Taylor Hall 
 
Dear John: 
 

With much the same feelings as I’ve had when letting go of a grown child, I submit 
this letter of resignation from my position as co-director of the Legal Information 
Institute. 

The institute, which Tom Bruce and I founded over eleven years ago, has been the 
focus of my professional activities for at least that long.  It has been my research 
lab, the subject of and in many instances publisher of my writing, and the 
framework for a truly remarkable interdisciplinary collaboration, with Tom.  He 
and I have raised this child together and supported it with our ideas and long hours, 
plus revenues from consulting, royalties, distance learning fees and more.  
Nonetheless, as I look ahead to an inevitable period of transition in my level of 
involvement with the school, I have come to realize I must create the space in my 
schedule this year to prepare for and then accomplish the transfer to others of 
numerous discrete LII tasks I have assumed over the years.   

This is a process that has been underway for some time.  Sara Frug has, as LII 
editor, taken on many of the Web site editorial responsibilities I previously bore.  
She has also become the day-to-day supervisor of the students on the staff of the 
liibulletin-ny.  There remain, however, numerous LII offerings or projects that by 
virtue of origin or software platform remain my prime or sole responsibility.  For 
example, having created the database structure and supervised the conversion from 
word-processing format of the entire American Legal Ethics Library and our full set 
of downloadable rules and codes passing this work on requires that I first port these 
materials to a data structure and editorial process that do not depend on me.   



During the past year Tom has increasingly assumed the full responsibility of 
leadership – overseeing the budget, supervising and facilitating communication 
among the LII personnel, including the two who work away from Ithaca, and 
significantly preparing our recent self-study report.  Tom has also been the central 
player in building the LII’s interdisciplinary relationship with Cornell’s new 
program in Information Science and regularly represents the LII to audiences and 
constituencies around the globe.  In short, relinquishing my co-director title ratifies 
a shift that has, for the most part, already occurred. 

Let me be clear that stepping down as co-director does not signal an abrupt end of 
my involvement with the LII.  With my two on-line courses (the undergraduate 
Copyright course this term and Social Security in the spring), the conversion of all 
the material still held in Folio Views mentioned above, and similar transition tasks I 
shall be quite busy on LII projects for the balance of the year and perhaps beyond. 

      Sincerely, 
 

      Peter W. Martin 


