
  
 
 
 
 
           April 7, 1993 
 
 
Via Fax (312) 988-6281 
 
Jean Lesher 
Manager, Publications Policy & Contracting 
ABA Publications 
750 North Fairbanks 
Chicago, Illinois  60611 
 
 
Dear Ms. Lesher: 
 
 This follows up on your telephone call a week or so ago with 
my colleague, Professor Charles Wolfram.  As you will recall, our 
interest is in obtaining both permission from the copyright holder 
and a computer-usuable copy of both the ABA Model Code of Professional 
Responsibility and the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct, which 
supplanted the Code. 
 
 The print publishers who put out student editions of the Code 
and Rules do so with permission from the ABA.  I should like the 
ABA's permission to publish the Model Code and Model Rules 
electronically for the benefit of students here at Cornell and 
elsewhere.  Using software that allows both full text search and 
"point-and-click" moves from one section or comment to another, 
following cross-references, I have prepared electronic versions of 
other codes that are central to law school courses (e.g., the 
Copyright Act, the U.C.C.).  I would like to prepare a full 
computer-based equivalent to the print versions of the Code and Rules 
for distribution: 1) through the school's local area network to its 
students and faculty, 2) on disk to students and faculty members 
who want to work with their own copy, and 3) across the Internet 
to other law schools here and abroad.  With permission of Lawyers 
Cooperative Publishing I have already done this with several Federal 
statutes (drawn from U.S.C.S.) and under license from the Permanent 
Editorial Board of the U.C.C. with Articles 1, 2, and 9 of the U.C.C. 
 



 Cornell has established a Legal Information Institute to pursue 
such educationally focused electronic publication.  I seek the ABA's 
permission on its behalf.  There will no profit for individuals.  
Distribution on disk will carry a charge but one designed simply 
to cover the costs of publication and production (the intellectual 
property disks, which include the necessary software, are currently 
priced at $15). 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      Peter W. Martin 
      Jane M.G. Foster Professor of Law 
      MARTIN@LAW.MAIL.CORNELL.EDU 


