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Letter from the Director 
Dear Friends, 
I hope that you are surprised, and delighted, to receive our 

Spring Bulletin. We are now publishing two bulletins in place 

of a single annual edition. This way, you will be able to keep 

pace with the important events and activities that are taking 

place in SEAP. We want you to feel the immediacy of the ob

jects of our excitement and not wait a year to learn about 

them. For example, I can report to you-gleefully- that the 

infamous Ithaca winter has been unusually tardy this year. We 

have had the pleasantest November and December in 

memory. Ithaca has been blessed with warm weather and 

sunshine at year's end. In fact, this December, the cherry trees 

along the side of Olin Library facing Sage Chapel were in 

bloom, and students were even playing Frisbee on the Arts 

quad in shorts and tee shirts after the last day of classes! 

How time flies when one is having fun! Fall '98 has come 

to an end, and I can report to you that we have been indeed 

busy. 

Cornell faculty members are known not only for research, 

but for their teaching as well. Every year, more than two hun

dred new courses are reviewed and approved by the College 

of Arts and Sciences alone. Several of these new courses are 

taught by members of SEAP. For example, in the spring, Pro

fessor Kaja McGowan is teaching a graduate seminar on "Wa

ter: Art and Politics in Southeast Asia:' This course is 

cross-listed in three departments-art history, religious stud

ies, and Asian studies. Professor Keith Taylor offered a much

needed undergraduate course on the Vietnam War during the 

winter session; and Professor David Wyatt taught an under

graduate seminar on his specialty, "The History of Siam and 

Thailand," this past fall. We are also very fortunate to be able 

to offer courses taught by Visiting Professor lwan Azis for 

upper-level and graduate students in Arts and Sciences, the 

Johnson School, and the Department of City and Regional 

Planning. Two other courses that are of interest to our stu

dents this academic year are "Islam in China and Southeast 

Asia," and ''The Role of Women in Muslim Societies: Past, 

Present, and Future," taught by Visiting Instructor Jacqueline 

Armijo-Hussein of the Department of Near Eastern Studies. 

Even though the "course" is not listed in Cornell's course 

catalogue, Kaja McGowan's "Balinese Dance" attracted sev

eral aspiring performers. I was tempted to try out until I 

dropped in one day to learn that it took several lessons just 

tom aster how to "walk" correctly. For someone who finds 

walking up and down Libe Slope already awkward and physi

cally exhausting, I decided to forgo the class and stick to my 

status as a common pedestrian. 

Another fact of life in academia is the variety and richness 

o\extracurricular events that stretch one's intellect-the cor

nucopia of talks, symposia, conferences, and seminars. Aside 

from SEAP's regular Thursday Brown Bag lectures at the 

Kahin Center, we participated in several events on campus. 

This past fall, we cosponsored a conference commemorating 

the Democracy movement in Burma, a conference on ''The 

Politics of Globalization," a student-organized conference on 

''The Financial Crisis in Southeast Asia," a public lecture on 

Timor, and a graduate student symposium on Asian-

American Studies. This spring 

semester, our graduate students 

will hold a symposium entitled 

"Making up Southeast Asia" to be 

held on April 2-3, and we will co

sponsor the International Studies 

in Planning Spring Seminar. 

On the home front, our faculty 

members have been busy review

ing programs and policies that will 

continue to strengthen SEAP. This 

fall, they agreed that to emphasize our commitment to the fu

ture of the Echols Collection, SEAP will match the university's 

annual percentage increase for library acquisitions. This figure 

has been running at about 3 to 5 percent. A curriculum commit

tee will be constituted this spring to review our present course 

offerings and to plan for the future. The work of this committee 

will help guide SEAP further along the path of improving course 

offerings, expanding and rationalizing the undergraduate curricu

lum, and planning ahead for substitute and new courses to fill in 

when faculty members take leaves. To keep in closer touch with 

our students, I have instituted a once-a-semester meeting with 

them so we can discuss issues of common concern. The fall se

mester Saturday breakfast meeting held at the Kahin Center was 

well-attended, congenial, and productive. Finally, the SEAP 

Executive Committee voted to set aside funds for our junior fac

ulty to help support their research and publication as they work 

toward tenure review. 

This past fall, both faculty members and students were kept 

busy attending the lectures given by visiting candidates for posi

tions in the government and history departments. Not only were 

we excited by their talks, but we also benefited from the dinners 

and lunches that our program hosted for them. I can report that 

the searches gave us not just the opportunity to gain some un

needed weight, but the chance to come together-students and 

faculty and staff members-as members of SEAP. The searches 

allowed faculty members and students to engage in meaningful 

conversations about the future of the program. Talking to each 

other, not just about food, but also ab,9ut what each candidate 

would bring to Cornell, helped all members of SEAP to come to 

grips with our strengths, weaknesses, and needs. Whether these 

searches are successful or not, we as a program have already 

benefited from our collegial participation in the process. I, for 

one, have learned how much my colleagues care about the fu

ture of Southeast Asian Studies, and I have come to appreciate 

and respect the equal concern that our students have expressed. 

As you can tell, the challenging task of leading SEAP into the 

future is less daunting now that I have been touched by the sup

port and the care expressed by colleagues, students, and staff 

members. Even though the Ithaca winter will inevitably engulf 

us, I am quite optimistic that spring will not be that far behind. 

With best wishes for 1999 and Sawasdee, 

~ ~ ~ 
Thak Chaloemtiarana 



Nora Taylor and Jennifer Foley 

A Sharp Eye: The Ruth B. Sharp* Collection of 
Southeast Asian Ceramics at the Herbert F. 
Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University 
It has been said that a collection reflects the personality of 

the collector. If Ruth B. Sharp's collection of Southeast Asian 

ceramics is any indication of her personality, then we may be 

sure that it is not only graceful, bright, at times whimsical and 

eccentric, but also comprehensive, detailed, and a reflection 

of a keen mind and eye. Her "pots," as she often refers to 

them, are not just a random selection of odd souvenirs found 

during her numerous stays in Thailand and Singapore; rather 

they reflect her careful study of ceramics and her passionate 

vision of the not-so-mundane art of the Southeast Asian pot

ter. The choices that she made and the pieces that she chose 

1. Figurine of seated woman holding a vase 

Thai Sawankhalok ware, greenish glaze over 
brown painted decoration 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gift of Ruth B. Sharp 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 

to build up her collection reflect her 

love for and intimate knowledge of 

Southeast Asia and her relationship to 

the region over the course of nearly fifty 

years. 

Ruth Sharp began collecting ceramics 

in 1949, after returning from her first 

trip to Thailand in 1948. At that time, 

there was virtually no market for South

east Asian ceramics in America. Aficio

nados of Japanese ceramics had 

collected Southeast Asian wares for 

centuries to add an element of exoti

cism to their tea ceremonies. Vietnam

ese blue-and-white wares were also 

popular in the Philippines and Borneo 

for ritual and funerary practices. But in 

the modern day yen for Oriental porce

lains, Southeast Asian wares were often 

overlooked in favor of the more fin

ished and lavishly decorated Chinese 

Ming and Qing wares. The fact that 

Ruth Sharp was interested in Southeast 

Asian ceramics long before they made 

their way to Hong Kong ceramic dealers 

for export to the West says much about 

her pioneering vision and her knowl-

edge of Southeast Asia. Her decision to 

collect ceramics was not a conscious one. As she says: "I 

didn't start a collection, it just grew:· As in all great collections, 

she merely acquired what she liked and then before she 

knew it, she had a collection. Acquiring in those days did not 

necessarily mean purchasing ceramics. It also meant finding 

• Ruth B. Sharp accompanied her husband Lauriston Sharp, founder 
of the Southeast Asia Program, during extensive field work in 
northern Thailand in the 1960s. Mrs. Sharp has given a collection 
of their Southeast Asian ceramic wares to Cornell's Herbert F. 
Johnson Museum of Art. 
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them, seeking them out, or hunting them down. In those 

days, farmers were still digging them out of the fields by acci

dent. She knew where to look for them and at one time hired 

children to find them for her. Each one of her "pots" carries a 

story with it: where it was found, how it was retrieved, or 

from whom it was purchased. 

Over the course of the years, Ruth Sharp's collection grew 

to include hundreds of examples of Thai Sawankhalok ware 

celadons, Thai Sukhothai figurines, Vietnamese blue-and

white boxes and plates, Cambodian Khmer lime pots, and 

nineteenth-century Bangkok-commissioned, Chinese-made 

Bencharong ware. But she also has numerous examples of 

Chinese trade wares: Sung celadons, Ming blue-and-whites, 

and Swatow wares. When I asked her what her favorite 

pieces were, she modestly pointed to her Vietnamese frog 

and a pair of twin Sawankhalok ware ducks. Both are water

droppers dating from the fourteenth century that would have 

been used by scholars to add water to their inkwells. Both 

are perfectly shaped, small wonders made of clay. But both 

are also amusing and delightful to look at. These pieces are 

elegant and sparkly, but they are also friendly and erudite 

pieces that make you smile, as Ruth herself does. 

INDIVIDUAL PIECES 

The Sawankhalok ware figurine shown in Figure l is typical of 

such objects commonly found in northern Thailand and illus

trates the whimsical nature of potters. Crudely shaped and 

yet elegant in their own right, clay figurines were designed to 

decorate Buddhist temples, and depicted scenes of daily life 

or devotional figures making offerings to the temple. Their 

charm comes from the ways in which the potter attempted to 

capture a smile, a twist of the arm, or an embrace. 

Polychrome enamel overglazed wares like the Thai 

Bencharong ware bowl with a lid shown in Figure 2 were 

made in China, but commissioned by the Thai royal family for 

use in Thailand. These wares were made according to Thai 

tastes and were designed to be used as offering bowls in 

Buddhist ceremonies at the Thai royal court. They are often 

decorated with Buddhist or Thai royal motifs. Because they 

were made for export to Thailand, they are never considered 

"Chinese" wares, in spite of the fact that they were made in 

China. In this way, they resemble the Baba-Nonya wares 

made for the Straits Chinese in Malacca and illustrate the 

extent of the Southeast Asian ceramic trade from Jindezhen 

in China to mainland Southeast Asia. Some collectors dismiss 

these pieces as "inauthentic" because they were imported, 

but Ruth Sharp finds them attractive because of their dazzling 

colors and jeweled look. 

,. 
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seem to have been produced not only for domestic use, but, 

{ more specifically, for domestic, religious, and ceremonial pur

f poses. Though few excavations have been pursued in Cam-

f bodia in recent years, and few of the excavations that have f occurred have resulted in discoveries of kilns, the kilns that 

=> have been excavated, some of which are located in what is 

1 now northeastern Thailand, have been attached to temples. 
"' 

I 

The Thai Sawankhalok stoneware jar with an incised leaf 

pattern shown in Figure 3 is finished with a celadon glaze. 

Celadon is a term used for stoneware that has a grayish body 

and an olive-green or olive-brown transparent glaze. The 

overall effect closely resembles the look and feel of jade. The 

celadon technique was developed by northern Sung potters 

as part of the reduction-firing process. Earliest examples of 

celadons are found in Yao-Zhou (Shenxi Province) and date 

from the tenth to the fourteenth century. Celadon wares ap

peared in northern Thailand probably around the fourteenth 

or fifteenth century and were most likely developed to cater 

to the local Chinese population after the Ming dynasty closed 

off Chinese ports to outside trade. Some scholars believe that 

an influx of Chinese potters into Thailand greatly facilitated 

Thai ceramic production. More recently, others have argued 

for a greater role for Thai potters in the development of ce

ramic technology. No doubt, the presence of a greater Chi

nese population in Ayudhya at this time created a demand 

for ceramics that were "Chinese-like:' And it is very possible 

that the same Chinese population was able to provide Thai 

potters with technical improvements to their already estab

lished ceramic tradition. 

The connection of known kiln sites to temples would 

appear to solidify the link between Khmer ceramics and 

ceremonial and religious activities. 

3. Jar with incised leaf 
pattern 

Cambodia's ceramics, unlike those of its neighbors, are 

Jhought never to have been produced for export in the lucra

tiv'e Southeast Asian ceramics trade. Instead, Khmer wares 

Further evidence suggests that Khmer ceramics were 

created, by and large, for ceremonial use. The forms that 

appear in Khmer ceramics change little over the nearly 

five centuries that they were produced, suggesting that 

the forms themselves held a ceremonial or symbolic im

portance. Many forms that suggest household use, like 

serving dishes or bowls, appear to be almost entirely 

absent from the Khmer ceramic vocabulary. This absence 

is not, however, indicative of their absence from the 

Cambodian household: Chou Ta Kuan noted in the thir

teenth-century record of his trip from China to the Khmer 

capital that these items could be found in many Cambo

dian households-and that these bowls were generally of 

Chinese origin.1 Though Khmer potters certainly had 

exposure to Chinese ceramics, as suggested by Chou Ta 
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2. Bowl with a lid 

Thai Bencharong ware 

Herbert F. Johnson 
Museum of Art 

Gift of Ruth B. Sharp 

Photograph by 
Tony De Camillo 

Kuan's comments, it is now often 

speculated that the Khmer, as well as 

the Vietnamese and the Tha i, may have 

received the technology for stoneware 

production from the Chinese. It is inter

esting that Khmer ceramics remain, 

throughout their long history of produc

tion, the "most un-Chinese ceramics in 

the whole of Southeast Asia:'2 That they 

retained their unique form and decora-

Thai Sawankhalok 
stoneware with 
celadon glaze 

Herbert F. Johnson 
Museum of Art 

Gift of Ruth B. Sharp 

Photograph by 
Tony De Camillo 
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tion, and resisted the incorporation of 
popular Chinese motifs that found their 
way into the wares of their neighbors, 
despite the popularity of Chinese style 
blue-and-white wares in the Khmer 
capital, would suggest, again, that the 
design of these pieces and their pro
duction were guided by something 
more than simple aesthetics, practical
ity, or economics. 

Among the most striking pieces in 
the Sharp collection is the Khmer lime 
pot in the form of an elephant (Figure 
4). Numerous Khmer pieces, particu
larly jars, take the shapes of animals
from owls to fish-and even portly 
humans. Often, these were containers 
made to hold lime, which was used in 
the preparation of betel. The prolifera
tion of lime pots, in a vast array of 
shapes and styles, is testimony to the 
widespread popularity of betel chewing 
across both·Cambodia and Southeast 
Asia. 

The Sharp lime pot is a playful por
trait of the beast that was once com
mon in the forests of Cambodia. The 
piece retains a lively realism. The head of the elephant pro
trudes from one side of the jar, looking forward with saucer
like eyes, its ears attentive, held out to each side. Its trunk 
gently curls to the side, as if swaying to the rhythm of its own 
steps. The rounded pot stands firmly, balancing its weight 
evenly between the four round, truncated legs, which pro
trude from its generous torso, echoing the tree-trunk solidity 
of the actual animal. The tail, which curls to the side, mirrors 
the gentle rocking implied by the sway of the trunk. Each of 
these naturalistic components of the portraits is juxtaposed 
playfully with the body of the elephant, which has been swol
len to enhance its function as a jar. 

The head and body have been dipped in an iron-based 
glaze the dark, almost black, shade of rich soil. The glaze has 
a matte finish, and is thick and viscous, as is evidenced by the 
slow, heavy drip marks that roll down the leg of the animal. 
The legs remain unglazed, exposing the rough, gray clay typi
cal of Khmer wares. This type of glaze, as well as the expo
sure of the lower portion, is also common to Khmer 
ceramics. 

Surrounding the opening in the elephant's back are two 
protrusions that resemble the sides of a saddle. They are con
nected to the chain-like decoration that drapes down the 
elephant's sides, around its shoulders, and across the bridge 
of its trunk. The image portrayed by the jar is, thus, not simply 
a portrait of an elephant, a creature beloved in Southeast 
Asia, nor is it simply a reminder of Siva's son, the elephant
headed Ganesha, or even of Airavata, the three-headed el
ephant connected by myth to the well-being of the kingdom, 
it is a portrait of a domesticated beast. Without such animals, 
construction and warfare would have been impossible, for 
the Khmer used elephants to haul building materials and 
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4. Lime pot in the form of an elephant 

Cambodian Khmer stoneware 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gift of Ruth B. Sharp 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 

their elephant cavalry led battles fought to gain territory from 
the Chams and Tais, among others. Lime pots like this one 
are portraits within which we can see the rise of Angkor and 
the Khmers. 

Pieces such as the large blue-and-white serving platter 
(Figure 5) found in the Sharp collection also tell a story about 
the way of life of its creators-the Vietnamese. The Vietnam
ese were the only group in premodern Southeast Asia to use 
cobalt in ceramic glazes, and this decoration changed Viet
namese ceramic production profoundly: it made Vietnam a 
major participant in the international ceramics trade. Viet
namese ceramics became popular throughout the islands 
that today make up the Philippines and Indonesia. Depend
ing on the quality of the wate, Vietnamese export wares were 
used as housewares to store and serve food, as burial furni
ture, and as heirlooms. Fifteenth- and sixteenth-century pots, 
particularly the covered jars that were so popular in island 
Southeast Asia in the sixteenth century, can still occasionally 
be seen in heirloom collections and shrines in Indonesia. 

Items such as the Sharp platter are thought to have been 
made specifically for export. Many of the forms, such as this 
large serving platter, are thought to have been created to suit 
the "communal eating habits"3 of areas like Indonesia, which 
was influenced by Islamic culture, rather than to serve do
mestic habits. Finds of export-era4 blue-and-white wares in 
Vietnam have been so rare that it is assumed that there was 
no production of these wares for domestic useS: rather, it 
suggests that the wares were made specifically for export to 
the waiting markets in Japan, the Middle East, and, most im
portantly, in Southeast Asia. 

The Sharp platter is an excellent example of Vietnamese 
blue-and-white export ware. The relatively fine clay shows 



The fact that Ruth Sharp 

was interested in 

Southeast A.;;ian ceramics 

long before they made 

their way to Hong Kong 

ceramic dealers for export 

(p the West says much 

about her pioneering 

vision and her knowledge 

of Southeast Asia. Her 

decision to collect 

ceramics was not a 

conscious one. As she 

says: "I didn't start a 

collection, it just grew." 
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through the clear glaze as a white background, stark in con
trast to the dark, at times almost black, cobalt designs. The 
pronounced lotus spray in the center is surrounded by sev
eral concentric circles of vegetal and floral designs, also delin
eated in the dark blue pigment. The outer walls of the platter 
are decorated in calligraphic designs enveloped by petal
shaped lozenges. The base has been covered by a thin, 
wash-like brown glaze sometimes found on the base of 
Vietnamese export wares, which serves an as-yet
undetermined purpose. 

Pieces such as this platter tell a story of the Vietnamese 
entrance into and location within the export ceramic market. 
By looking at such wares, which would have been produced 
at the height of Vietnamese export production in the late 
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, we can see a stage in 
the evolution of styles developed for the market. From the 
early Vietnamese export wares, celadons and underglaze iron 
wares, to the incorporation of cobalt pigment, to the creation 
of specially ordered wares, such as the tiles created for the 
Majapahit capital at Trowulan, through the eventual eclipse of 
Southeast Asian ceramics as trade shifted from Southeast 
Asia to Europe, each piece can be seen as a step along the 
path of both historical and artistic development. 

Nora Taylor is an assistant professor in the 
humanities at Arizona State University and 
an alumna of the Southeast Asia Program 
(Ph.D., History of Art, 1997). 

Jennifer Foley is a Ph.D. candidate in the 
Department of History of Art 
at Cornell University. 
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Vietnamese stoneware 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 
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Benedict R. 0. Anderson 

A Language Learned in Java: 
A Collector's View of His Masks 

Dalem Mask 

When I first arrived in Indonesia at the start of 1962, I was 
confronted by two disagreeable linguistic surprises. One was 
that the bahasa Indonesian on which I had worked so hard 
in America turned out to be quite inadequate-even for chat
ting with small children. The second was that my host family 
would switch to Dutch when they discussed something they 
did not wish me to know about. Improving my Indonesian 
was simply a matter of time and immersion in everyday Indo
nesian society. For Dutch, however, the only solution was to 
teach myself the language, using a dictionary, some simple 
knowledge of German, and a really interesting Dutch book. 
Thanks to the suggestion of an Indonesian friend, I started 

with Javaansche Vo/ksvertoningen, 
Theodoor Pigeaud's vast, classic 1930s 
compendium on the traditional "the
atres" of Java. Nothing among the 
book's many illustrations so entranced 
my eyes as the photographs of masks 
and masked performances. Pigeaud 
argued that in Java mask-dancing was 
extremely ancient and had its origins in 
shamanistic ritual. Many masks, he 
noted, were still regarded as containers 
of magical power capable of "possess
ing" the dancers who performed them. 

Balinese, Ida Bagis Made 

Wood with shell inlay 

Reading the book, I realized that the 
author had used the power of the colo
nial bureaucracy to summon informa
tion from every region and locality in 
the New York State-sized island, and 
from every stratum of society. In those 
balmy days before the homogenizing 
impact of television, a national ministry 
of education and culture, and mass 
tourism, the sheer variety of local inven-

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gift of Benedict R. 0. Anderson 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 

tion and the caliber of the craftsman
ship that went into the making of the 
masks were awesome. 

Male Mask 

Javanese 

Painted wood 

The photo credits showed something more: that in the 
1930s there already existed two large private collections of 
masks-one belonging to Mangkunegoro VII in Surakarta, and 
the other to the major (appointed head of the Sino-Javanese 
community) of Cirebon, Tan Tjin Kie. In other words, masks 
were just beginning to be regarded as objets d'art by rich 
connoisseurs, rather than simply as unremarked appurte
nances of popular and court performances. Perhaps it was 
then that I first thought of making a small collection of my 
own. 

This ambition led me in two different directions. First, I 
tried to find out what had happened to the two great collec
tions of the late colonial era. It turned out that the major's 
collection had largely vanished by fragmentation in the disas
ters that hit men of his racial background, wealth, and politi
cal record during the Japanese Occupation of 1942-45, and 
the subsequent national revolution. (in 1963 I bought a mar
velous Cirebonese mask once in his collection at a Jakarta 
flea market.) Mangkunegoro Vll's collection was, however, 
still intact, even if thick with dust in disintegrating palace cup
boards. His son and successor had little interest in his father's 
many collections. But Mangkunegoro Vlll's official consort, 
the late Gusti Putri, was nice enough to be amused by my 
interest and eventually gave me permission to dust off and 
photograph (badly, alas) the entire set of her husband's in
herited masks. 

Second, I started looking for masks myself wherever I 
could find them. The disastrous economic conditions of 
1962-64 encouraged all kinds of people to sell off masks 
they owned to itinerant, mostly Minangkabau and Batak deal
ers, as well as to local flea markets. There were very few for
eigners in Indonesia in those days, and even fewer 
mask-buyers, so that word of my interest quickly circulated 
among these little dealers, who would show up periodically 
on my doorstep with whatever t.j,ey had managed to 
scrounge in their travels. The fie~ markets were more fun, 
especially in provincial towns like Malang, Cirebon, Solo, and 
Semarang, because one could hunt for oneself. My Social 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gift of Benedict R. 0. Anderson 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 
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Science Research Fellowship was, in America, a pittance; but 

in Java, under hyperinflation and a pervasive black-market 

exchange rate for the dollar, it was rather princely. So a col

lector I became. 

Contemporary politics also had their effect on the world of 

masks. Most of the centers of aristocratic and court culture 

had been discredited by their collaboration with Dutch colo

nialism and ruined by their masters' later profligacy. The radi

cal nationalism of Sukarno's Guided Democracy did not 

encourage displays of unreconstructed "feudal culture'.' In the 

Solo of the 1960s, for example, court masked-dances had 

virtually died out. And middle-class nationalists, regarding folk 

mask-dances as primitive and even embarrassing, offered no 

sources of artistic patronage. The upshot was that while it 

was quite easy to buy masks in those days, it was a good 

deal more difficult to see mask-dancing in Java. 

Hence only two (contrasting) performances now stand 

out vividly in my memory thirty-five years later. One was a 

solo performance of the classical Kiana Gandrung by a man 

then regarded as perhaps the "last'' 

great male court-dancer of Solo. Kiana 
is a generic name for a prince from out

side Java (hence with a red, mustached 

face and bulging, ferocious eyes), and 

the dance shows him beside himself 

with love/lust for a Javanese princess. 

The dance was performed spectacularly 

in the great pendhopo of the 

Mangkunegaran palace. But there was 

almost no one there to watch beyond 

the Indian ambassador and his wife, 

who had asked the government to ar

range the performance, Gusti Putri, my

self, and a few disheveled retainers. 

Luckily, however, the palace electricity 

was so weak that, unexpectedly, an 

atmosphere was created in which one 

could easily imagine the torch and 

candle-lit performances of the past. 

The other was a performance of the 

reog masked-dance in a village not far 

from the famous "red" town of Madiun. 

It was not put on for foreign VIPs but 

for the annual, very ancient, tradition of 

bersih desa (village purification). Its 

core was, and perhaps still is, a battle between two elemen

tal figures who go by different names depending on local 

traditions. The central dancer (barong) wears the most spec

tacular of all performance masks in Indonesia-a huge head

enclosing tiger mask surmounted by a vast vertical fan of 

peacock feathers. His antagonist is what Pigeaud called ge

nerically the "wild man," featuring a large red-and-black mask 

with a huge phallic nose, glaring eyes and mustache, and a 

shaggy mop of black horsehair "hair'.' Their wild dancing is 
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driven by the unique wild sound of the reog band's "African" 

drumming, and the hysterical wailing of the reed-trumpets 

known as slompret. On that occasion, the barong dancer 

went into deep trance, climbing crazily into the roof beams of 

the village-chiefs pendhopo, and later prancing through the 

village with a small boy added to the peacock feathers atop 

his mask. At intervals in the mock combat, the "wild man" 

would take time out to dance erotically with four kuda 
kepang (wickerwork hobbyhorse) dancers-pretty teenage 

boys dressed up half as girls, and heavily made up to boot. 

The whole village seemed in an exhilarated daze as it fol

lowed in the dancers' midday wake. The perhaps-surprise 

came later when I learned that the dance-troupe manager, a 

tough looking (but actually chatty) middle-aged man dressed 

all in black, was the head of the local BTl-the Communist 

Party's peasant league! 

These performances reminded me that although there 

were then already masks being made for collectors-i .e., with

out performers in mind-traditional masks were normally 

Good-natured Demon Mask 

Javanese 

Painted wood 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gift of Benedid R. 0. Anderson 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 



' 

Back and front of 
Kiana Mask 

Javanese, Cirebon 

Painted wood 

Herbert F. Johnson 
Museum of Art 

Gift of Benedict R. 0. 
Anderson 

Photographs by Tony 
De Camillo 

carved for the dancers behind them. Typically they have short 

internal straps for the dancer's teeth to clench on, and some

times small holes by the ears through which head cords can 

be threaded. Most important to understand, however, is that 

the masks are built to be worn low on the face, so that for 

the dancer to see, through narrow eyeslits, where he or she is 

going, the head has to be tilted back. It is just this positioning 

that gives Javanese mask-dancing its peculiar eeriness, since 

the eyes appear to stare out high over the spectator's shoul

ders. Good dancers also have to keep the mask "alive" by 

incessant small movements of the neck and head. 

It remains to say a few words about the collection that I 

have given to Cornell's Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art. All 

the masks were collected during my first two-and-a-half-year 

stay in Java (1962-64), and during my two subsequent short 

visits in 1967 and 1968. From 1972, I was banned from en

tering Indonesia for twenty-six years, so had no further op

portunities to add to my collection. There is no special rhyme 

or reason as to what it includes since so many of the masks 

came to me by flea-market happenstance. But in it one will 

find examples of the styles of East Java, Central Java, and 

Sundanese West Java, as well as my personal favorite, the 

unearthly uncanniness of Cirebon. There are masks of "for

eign" Kiana, Javanese princes and princesses, the clown pair 

of white Pentoe/ and black Temben, and even a monster or 

two. There is also a fairly even mix between court masks and 

village masks-of which the latter, by the freedom of their 

invention, always enchanted me. I wish now I could have 
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Left; Chandra Kirana Mask 

Right; Gunung Sari Mask 

Javanese, Cirebon 

Painted wood 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 

Gifts of Benedict R. 0. Anderson 

Photograph by Tony De Camillo 

obtained a reog barong-mask, but in those days they were, 

for ritual reasons, not for sale: and besides, they would fit 

into no suitcase then yet on the market! But there is a reog 
"wild man" mask, which the spectator may imagine being 

used to make sexual advances to the kuda kepang boy

dancers. Finally, the collection includes one mask from Bali, 

which remains very close to my heart. It was carved in 1967 

by the greatest of Bali's painters, Ida Bagus Made (alas, just 

recently deceased). He did not make it for performance, but 

as an art-object: a wooden "sculpture," deliberately left un

painted so that the connoisseur could enjoy the interplay 

between the carving and the shifting grain of the wood. For 

some reason he had become attached to me-was it perhaps 

because I was by then fluent in Indonesian, at a time when 

very few foreigners could yet manage this?-and he gave the 

mask to me a few days before we parted (but we did not 

know this then) for the last time. 

Although I am very fond of these masks, I can't help but 

recognize that there is something rather melancholy about 

their future in a museum-no matter how nice. Paintings, 

statues, and perhaps also ceramics are meant to be contem

plated, and museums make possible just this contemplation. 

But masks (at least those of Java) are, like musical instru

ments, meant to be "put into action" by gifted performers. 

Locked up in beautiful glass cases, they can give off the dis

tressing aura of once-marvelous wild animals caged for life in 

zoos. 

Benedict Anderson is the Aaron L. Binenkorb Professor of International 
Studies at Cornell University. 



Kirida Bhaopichitr 

The International Society of Thai Economics Scholars (ISTES) 
was established as a nonprofit organization in the summer of 
1997 by a small group of students from leading universities in 
North America, Europe, and Asia. They were motivated by the 
need to improve and consolidate the currently disparate and 
informal channels of communication among Thailand's vast 
international network of students and professionals interested 
in economics and Thailand's economic affairs. ISTES, a central
ized worldwide communication clearinghouse, would facilitate 
the efficient flow of information and knowledge, not only by 
enhancing cooperation between Thai students and profession
als overseas, but also by increasing overseas investigators' un
derstanding of and involvement in improving Thailand's 
economic situation. 

Ever since its formal inception in January 1998, ISTES has 
received wide recognition and attention. It has grown from a 
handful of founders to approximately two hundred members 
worldwide, a membership that includes both Thais and non
Thais who share an interest in Thai economics or related is
sues. Members communicate on a listserv, 
/STES-L@cornell.edu, and are encouraged to express their per
sonal views, whether they are related to economic theory or 
more specifically to the Thai economy, to forge a constructive 
dialogue. Other ongoing projects include the ISTES Post, a 
weekly posting of short articles and news reports, and discus
sions of current issues. A Web site-www.rso.cornell.edu:8000 
/ISTES/-is currently an outlet for the semiannual ISTES News
letter, and includes links to other Web pages that highlight 
members' current research and publications. 

The broad subscribership of ISTES can undertake other 
projects that will benefit Thailand and her people. At the first 
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ISTES meeting in Bangkok over the past summer, members 
suggested projects they would like to see ISTES undertake. 
Among these was the establishment of a database of job 
opportunities on the ISTES Web site, which would provide 
information on both potential employers in Thailand and job 
candidates abroad. This would help qualified overseas Thais 
return to work in Thailand. Because access to the Internet is 
still limited in Thailand, some feel that the ISTES Newsletter 
should be available in printed form to supplement postings 
on the Web site. Feedback from the distribution of hard cop
ies to academic and private and public institutions in Thai
land would be another way for members to share their ideas. 
ISTES members also proposed holding an annual seminar in 
Thailand, where a panel of distinguished invited speakers 
would talk about development in Thailand. With an audience 
of university students in both Thailand and overseas, this 
seminar could help those in positions of responsibility be 
aware of and understand the potential for development in 
Thailand, especially in the context of recovery from the cur
rent economic crisis. 

Encouraged by the prospect of such exciting current and 
future projects and by the expanding membership, the man
agement team believes that ISTES will be able to fulfill its 
goals: enhancement of communication among interested 
parties, and bringing them together to foster the develop
ment process in Thailand. 

To find out more, visit ISTES Web site at 
www.rso.cornell.edu:8000/ISTES/ 

Kirida Bhaopichitr is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Economics 
at Cornell University. 



Warren Bailey 

Some Thoughts on the Asian 
Financial Crisis* 
Given all that has been happening in the capital markets and 

economies of Asia, I am often asked to express an opinion or 

give a little talk about the crisis. I've taken a couple of ap

proaches to this task. About a year ago, a group of M.B.A. 

students asked me to give an address, and I spoke about the 

chronology of events leading up to and unfolding during the 

crisis. Banks and companies in Asia borrowed foreign curren

cies excessively, used that money in relatively unproductive 

ways, and struggled to buy dollars and pay back their loans. 

The scramble for dollars to pay off loans pressured their local 

currencies and touched off a downward spiral in the curren

cies, stock markets, and economies of the region. 

More recently, I participated in a panel discussion at a con

ference at Columbia University. I discussed the manner in 

which businesses outside of the crisis countries could find 

opportunities among the wreckage. Cheaper Asian currencies 

imply lower operating costs in those countries and potential 

profits that can be made from producing products there and 

exporting them for dollars or other hard currencies else

where. Distressed or bankrupt companies and consumers 

imply a market for repackaged bank debt, car loans, and 

other borrowings. Pessimism and shortsightedness among 

Asian stock investors could imply a variety of bargains on the 

local stock exchanges. 

All of this is perfectly reasonable but perhaps a bit too 

detailed. Lately, I have been more interested in taking a step 

back and asking what I have learned from the crisis person

ally, from the points of view of teacher, researcher, and 

stock-market investor. I've come up with several observations, 

which I like to share when asked about the crisis. 

About six months ago, I received a magazine that con

tained an article describing a country struck by a financial 

crisis. The country had experienced a period of high eco

nomic growth, good luck in export markets, and a massive 

run-up in stock prices prior to the crisis. The country had, with 

perfect hindsight, invested too much in railroads, other infra

structure, and other real investments. There was also a ques

tion of whether the country's currency would continue to 

hold its value or whether the government would change its 

policy. The crisis ended with a stock-market crash, many no

table corporate bankruptcies, bank failures, and a sustained 

economic downturn. Am I describing Thailand? Indonesia? 

Maybe South Korea? In fact, the article came from a maga

zine called Financial History and concerned the Panic of 1893 

in the United States. If we look back at the history of any rich 

• Adapted from a luncheon speech to a corporate audience at the 
rededication of Sage Hall, Friday, October 2, 1998. 
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developed country, we see many crashes, panics, 

and financial collapses. So, my first observation 

about the current Asian crisis is that "history repeats 

itself," and there is nothing unusual about the cur

rent crisis if it is put in a broader historical context. 

My second observation is less satisfying or conclusive, and 

concerns our limited ability completely to explain such a cri

sis. More specifically, it is a mystery to me why the crisis oc

curred at this particular time. In the case of Thailand, for 

example, warning signs were everywhere for months or years 

prior to the crash: trade and investment flows in and out of 

the country seemed out of balance, the currency seemed 

overvalued, basic industries like textiles were suffering at the 

hands of cheaper competitors, and the stock market was al

ready punishing bank stocks for over a year prior to the onset 

of the crisis. Under the circumstances, I could easily have 

imagined the crisis hitting two years earlier than it actually did 

or, for that matter, two years later. We can never tell what 

caused companies, consumers, speculators, or government 

officials to panic in the spring of 1997 and burst the bubble 

of economic excesses. So my second point is: financial mar

kets are subject to being influenced by a good deal of psy

chology and human nature, and we can never quite predict 

when or how they will react. 

My third thought concerns what we can learn about the 

appropriate role of government in the economy given what 

has gone on during this crisis. It is easy to point to the dam

age done by government interference in an economy. In 

South Korea, for example, governments "picked winners" 

among different industries and directed the lending policies 

of Korean banks. The country now finds itself saddled with 

excess capacity in some less-than-cutting-edge industries 

(five automobile manufacturers, for example) and con

strained by banks that never developed any expertise in 

credit analysis and loan approval. We might be tempted to 

say that the epigram "no government is good government" is 

a proper conclusion to draw from the crisis. However, there is 

other evidence across the region worth pondering. Conserva

tive policies with regard to currency backing, bank regulation, 

and other aspects of government economic policy have 

spared Singapore, Taiwan, and Hong Kong the worst impact 

of the crisis. Throughout the region, we can point to ex

amples of good government, investment in infrastructure and 

education, and other situations where the public sector 

played a big positive role in the economy. Therefore, my third 

observation is the notion that "good government" rather than 

"big, bad government" or "no government" seems to shine 

through in this crisis. 

This is a 

unique, tough, 

and new 

situation, an~ 

a considerable 

amount of 

learning, 

fumbling 

around, and 

correction is to 

be expected. 



My fourth observation is that people and institutions are 
largely not stupid, but they are far from perfect and certainly 
far from all-knowing. Investors, governments, and interna
tional organizations continue to struggle with this crisis. Why 
have financial markets zigged, zagged, and lurched so unpre
dictably through this crisis? Part of the problem must surely 
be the lack of history or previous crises to draw on: stock
market participants, for example, are struggling to learn and 
adapt in this new environment. In Thailand, for example, 
stock trading only first emerged in the 1960s, so that the 
country has simply no experience with the ups and downs of 
the business cycle that other more developed countries can 
call on. International organizations like the International 
Monetary Fund have been criticized for borrowing Latin 
American-style solutions and applying them to vastly differ
ent problems in Asia. But, again, we must recognize that the 
IMF has never dealt with this sort of situation in the past. 
Typical IMF "customers" have been countries where the gov
ernment has borrowed too much, the currency has been 
overvalued, and other aspects of public management of the 
economy have been out of control. This does not correspond 
to the situation in Asia, which has largely been led by private 
borrowing. Therefore, my fourth observation is that market 
participants, governments, and others cannot be expected to 
figure all this out and get it fixed right within just a few 
months. This is a unique, tough, and new situation, and a 
considerable amount of learning, fumbling around, and cor
rection is to be expected. 

While I am reluctant to accuse anyone of being short
sighted or stupid, I will take one shot, as follows. I have never 
felt so disturbed or disappointed by the popular press and 
media as I have during this crisis. I have found myself talking 
back or even yelling at the news broadcasters on my televi
sion a number of times. Their coverage of the crisis has not 
helped matters. For example, I read the other day that 
Thailand's economy is no larger than that of the State of Indi
ana, that the economies of Thailand, Indonesia, and China 
add up to be smaller than that of the U.K., and that Russia's 
economy represents only around one percent of global GDP. 
However, this is not the sort of information we get from the 
headlines or the evening news, which portray the current 
situation as akin to the Great Depression of the 1930s or 
some similar global catastrophe. When investors, voters, and 
government officials get a distorted picture of the extent and 
likely future reach of this crisis, it affects their decisions at the 
shopping mall, brokerage office, ballot box, or cabinet meet
ing. An unbalanced or unnecessarily alarmist or pessimistic 
view can set off waves of stock-market panic or reduced con
sumer spending that have a real impact on the economy. The 
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fear and deadlock gripping Japan right now is a good ex
ample of this. A few weeks ago, a commentator on one of 
the financial news cable networks claimed that the crash of 
the Russian ruble would inevitably affect China's currency. 
This is absurd: the Russians make few, if any, products that 
anyone outside of Russia wants to buy and, therefore, their 
depreciated currency is not likely to compete with China's 
large export-oriented sector. I am tempted to say that my fifth 
observation is that the press and mass media are stupid but 
perhaps that is too strong. Let's just say their coverage has 
typically been extremely shallow, almost certainly misleading, 
and perhaps even irresponsible. 

My final observation is more of an emotion or impression 
about the crisis, rather than any sort of interpretation of the 
facts of the situation. My overriding feeling about this crisis 
is of ... guilt! The cascade of events that continues to unfold 
has energized my classroom, prodded me to think of new 
research topics, challenged my beliefs about economics and 
politics, and provoked me as an individual stock-market in
vestor to look for bargains in the stock markets of the crisis
ravaged countries. I think all of us have a terrific opportunity 
to watch, think, and learn as this unfortunate yet fascinating 
chapter of history unfolds. 

Warren Bailey is an associate professor of finance at the S. C. Johnson 
Graduate School of Management at Cornell University. 
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Fronk S. K Yon 

Thoughts on Ecotourism at the Century's End, with 
Reference to the Tropical Rain Forests in Southeast Asia* 
"Ecotourism is nature-based tourism that involves education and 

interpretation of the natural environment and is managed to be 

ecologically sustainable." 
Australian National Ecotourism Strategy (ANES), 1992 

It follows from this definition that nature-based tourism in

cludes education and interpretation of a natural environment 

that is managed to be ecologically sustainable-that is, one 

that involves an appropriate return to the local community 

and long-term conservation of the resource. 

PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, AND MANAGEMENT 
OF ECOTOURISM 

The major issues recognized by the ANES that affect the plan

ning, development, and management of ecotourism are: 

• development of appropriate physical infrastructure; 

• monitoring of environmental impacts to assist in decision

making and the effective management of the resource; 

• addressing the challenges associated with marketing 

unique and often seasonal tourism products, particularly 

in distant tourist markets; 

• establishing appropriate tourism-industry standards and

perhaps-establishing a national system of accreditation 

to ensure that services and products meet certain 

standards; and 

• undertaking ecotourism education to assist in establishing 

tourism-industry standards and to encourage tourists and 

tour operators to adopt minimum-impact practices. 

In the planning, development, and management of 

ecotourism, the objectives as identified by the ANES are: 

• encouraging industry self-regulation for ecotourism 

through the development and implementation of 

appropriate tourism-industry standards and accreditation; 

* Based on a presentation at the Hubert Humphrey Fellows' 
seminar at Cornell University, January 11, 1999. 
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Limestone Lowland Tropical Rain Forest, Pahang, Malaysia 

• undertaking further study of the impacts of ecotourism to 

improve the information base for planning and decision

making; and 

• examination of the business needs of tour operators and 

development of ways viability can be improved, either 

individually or through collective ventures. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND THE END 
OF HISTORY? 

The road map for ecotourism into the next century and the 
coming millennium is not just about "nuts and bolts" man
agement issues of how to do it and how to do it right. Plan
ning, development, and management issues outlined in the 
ANES only begin to address the broader perspectives needed 
to ensure the success of environmental sustainability. 

The last decade of the twentieth century has been called 
the decade of the environment. This "decade" however, ex
tends back into the 1980s, during which the widespread 
massive deforestation of tropical rain forests took place on a 
global scale. The rain forests, though vital to Earth's ecological 
balance, continue to be viewed as an exploitable economic 
resource. Forest ecotourism is meant to address this problem 
by generating needed foreign exchange while conserving the 
environment through renewable nontimber forest use. It is 
considered to be at the cutting edge of forest conservation 
and management. But the ultimate success of ecotourism's 
sustainability will rely on larger geopolitical commitments 
that support environmental stability and security, and extend 
beyond national boundaries. 

International tourism is highly sensitive to environmental 
changes beyond the borders of the tourist-recipient country. 
Despite earnest efforts of the international rain forest conser
vation movement that were begun earnestly one-and-a-half 
decades ago, the forests continue to be depleted and de
stroyed. The man-made Indonesian forest fires and resultant 
Southeast Asia smog of 1997 that was exacerbated by the 
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warming effects of El Nino underscore the extreme vulner
ability of the ecotourism industry to regional environmental 
changes (see map). The transnational effects of environmen
tal pollution and disasters obviously erode the value and at
tractiveness of natural areas visited by ecotourists. In this 
instance, a viable ecotourism industry is dependent upon 
the mutual cooperation of countries throughout Southeast 
Asia to ensure a stable future. To achieve this, cooperative 
scientific development policies and practices will need to 
be employed by countries throughout the region; pseudo
sustainable forest-management policies will not be enough. 

Many believe that attaining environmental sustainability 
under the broad concept of sustainable development-in 
terms of ecology, social equity, and economic growth-is a 
worthy goal for the impending millennium. As we approach 
this milestone, the degrees of environmental degradation 
wrought by Man in a relatively short period in geological his
tory, such as ozone-hole formation and enlargement, global 
warming, and mass species extinction, urge a solution to 
long-term conservation of global natural resources. The cur
rent strategies related to ecotourism must embrace a broader 
perspective to ensure an appropriate return to the local com
munity and long-term conservation of resources. 

Frank S. K. Yong, a Humphrey Fellow from Malaysia, is currently a 
SEAP Visiting Fellow and the Guest Environmentalist-in-Residence 
of the Ecology House (Hurlburt Residential College for Environmental 
Education and Awareness) at Cornell University. 



....................................... 
SEAP's Student Committee 
The Southeast Asia Program's Brown Bag Lecture series, organized by SEAP's 
Student Committee, is presented each Thursday, and on some other days as well, 
throughout the academic year, at 12:20 p.m. at the Kahin Center. This lecture series 
features faculty members, graduate students, visiting fellows, and scholars who exam
ine a range of research topics in the arts, humanities, sciences, and current events in 
Southeast Asia. 

The SEAP Student Committee is dedicated to enhancing the quality of the aca
demic environment at the Southeast Asia Program through various activities spon
sored throughout the year. A new committee, reformed each year, includes graduate 
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students and others affiliated 
with the program who over
see and execute these activi
ties. These activities include 
organization and implementa
tion of the Brown Bag Lecture 
Series and other special lec
tures, the annual SEAP Spring 
Banquet, and assisting faculty 
and staff members with spe
cial programs. The cochair
persons of the '98-'99 
committee are Jennifer Foley 
and Richard Ruth. 

At the beginning of each spring semester the Student 
Committee holds a planning meeting to discuss arrange
ments for upcoming programs and to recruit new members 
for the upcoming year. 

Upper photo (from /eh to right): 11,ose in attendance at the 
1999 meeting included Marsha Butler (Ph.D. candidate, 
history), Megan 11,omas (Ph.D. candidate, government) and 
Chotima Chaturawong (Ph.D. candidate, history of art). 

Lower photo (from right to /eh): Jeff Himel (M.A. candidate, 
agricultural engineering), Shannon Larson (M.A. candidate, 
city and regional planning), Kevin Strompf (Ph.D. candidate, 
government), and Azroy Kandan, President of the Malaysia 
Association and Copresident of the Organization of 
Southeast Asian Nations' Students (OSEANS). 

BROWN BAG LEOURE SERIES 
1998-1999 

FALL SEMESTER 1998 

September] 
uSEAP: Post, Present and Future" 
Thak Chaloemtiarana, director, 
Southeast Asia Program, Cornell 
University 

September 10 
uBurmese Military Regime and the 
Opposition" 
Htun Aung Gyaw, SEAP alumnus, MA, 
Asian studies, Cornell University 

September 17 
"Fantasizing a Politics of Feminism in 
Studies" 
Laurie Sears, associate professor of 
history, University of Washington 

September 24 
7he Supermarketization of Southeast 
Asia: Focus on Vietnam" 
James Hagan, assistant professor, 
Department of Agricultural Resources 
and Managerial Economics, Cornell 
University 

October 1 
"Don Quixote on the Elephant Border: 
Tales from the Kuai" 
Peter Cuasay, Ph.D. candidate, 
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Washington 

Octoberll 
7he Changing (?) Political Economy of 
Timber in Indonesia" 
Paul Gellert, assistant professor of rural 
sociology, Cornell University 

October29 
"Vietnamese 14th- and 17th-Century 
Trade Ceramics: Aesthetics or 
Commercer 
Jennifer Foley, Ph.D. candidate, history 
of art, Cornell University 

Novembers 
"Shan Buddhist Devotional Images 
from Burma• 
Pattaratorn Chirapravati, SEAP alumna, 
Ph.D., history of art, 1994; assistant 
curator of Southeast Asian art, Asian Art 
Museum, San Francisco, california; 
instructor of art history, Sonoma State 
University 



November 12 

nBack to the Future: Rewriting the Past 
in Post-War Vietnam" 
Hue Tam Ho-Tai, Kenneth T. Young 
Professor of Sino-Vietnamese History, 
Harvard University 

November 17 

nopen Secrets and Intimate Ruins of 
South Ison, Thailand" 
Peter Cuasay, Ph.D. candidate, 
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Washington 

November 19 

"Opium and Empire: Some Evidence 
from Colonial-Era Asian Stock and 
Commodity Markets" 
Lan Troung, Ph.D. candidate in 
government, Cornell University (with 
Warren Bailey, associate professor of 
finance, Johnson Graduate School of 
Management, Cornell University) 

November24 

"Marriage in Paradise: Japanese 
Women Tourists in Bali" 
Shinji Yamashita, professor of 
anthropology, Tokyo University 

December 1 

"Rice Outside the Paddy: The Form and 
Function of Racial Hybridity in Modern 
Thai Literature" 
Jan Weisman, Ph.D. candidate, 
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Washington 

December 3 

nEarly Cities of Indonesia: Temples, 
Palaces and Markets" 
John Miksic, associate professor, 
Southeast Asian Studies Program, 
National University of Singapore 

SPRING SEMESTER 1999 

February 4 

"The Seeds of Facism in Burmese 
Socialism" 
John Badgely, former curator, Echols 
Collection, Kroch Library, Cornell 
University 

February 11 

'Vietnam, Forgotten Marxisms, and the 
Politics of Memory: Tran Due Thao 
1946-1993" 

Shawn McHale, SEAP alumnus, Ph.D., 
history, 1995; assistant professor of 
history and international relations, 
George Washington University 

February 18 

"'Learning to 'Labor': Discourses on 
Population and the Tamil Migration to 
Colonial Malaysia" 
Richard Baxstrom, Ph.D. candidate, 
international student and scholar 
advisor, New School of Social Research, 
University of Pennsylvania 

February 22 

"Sangha from the Bottom Up: An 
Alternative to State Buddhism in 
Thailand" 
Venerable Santikaro, abbot, Dawn Kiam 
Forest Monastery, southern Thailand 

February 25 

"Biographical Subjects and Objects: 
Lives and Histories in the Field" 
Janet Hoskins, professor of 
anthropology, University of Southern 
California 

March 2 

''The Half-Way Reformation: Indonesia 
1998" 
Arief Budiman, professor of Indonesian, 
head of the Indonesian program, 
University of Melbourne 

March 4 

"Southeast Asia: Facing the Next 
Century" 
Heng-Chee Chan, SEAP alumna, 
M.A., 1968; ambassador from 
Singapore to the United States 

March 9 

"Representations of Homosexuality in 
the Thai Print Medium" 
Megan Sinnot, Ph.D. candidate, 
anthropology, University of Wisconsin at 
Madison 

March 16 

"Magazine, Television, and Professional 
Spirit Mediums in Bangkok Metropolis: 
Mass Media and the Constitution of 
Heterodox Thai Religious Subculture" 
Erick D. White, Ph.D. candidate, 
anthropology, Cornell University 

March 18 

"Everyday Forms of Peasant 
Remittance: Is Overseas Work Really 
Changing Filipino Rice Farming?" 
Steve Graw, Ph.D. candidate, 
Department of Rural Sociology, 
Cornell University 

Brown Bag Lecture Series and SEAP Student Committee cochairpersons 
for '98-'99, Jennifer Foley and Richard Ruth. 

Aprill 
"Cambodia: Is it Finally at Peace?" 
Benny Widyono, advisor to the 
permanent representative from 
Indonesia to the United Nations; 
chairman of the Group of 77; former 
U.N. Secretary General's representative 
in Cambodia 

Aprils 
"Financial Crisis and Labor Relations in 
Asia" 
Sarosh C. Kuruvilla, associate professor, 
School of Industrial and Labor 
Relations, Cornell University 

April 15 
•commenting on the Father Figure in 
the Media of New Order Indonesia: A 
Case Study of Goenawan Mohammed's 
'Catatan Pinggir"' 
Arndt Graf, visiting lecturer of 
Indonesian, Cornell University 

April22 
"Spinning the World: Indonesian 
Politics and Ancestral Time in Bali" 
Lene Pedersen, adjunct professor of 
anthropology and sociology, Alfred 
University 

April 29 
"Extended Family of Pol Pot" 
Toni Samantha Pim (Shapiro), SEAP 
alumna, Ph.D., anthropology, 1995, 
Cambodia Genocide Project, Yale 
University 

May6 

"Requiem for the Khmer Rouge" 
David Chandler, professor emeritus, 
Monash University, Australia, author 
and consultant 
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Announcements 
GRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 

On April 2-3, 1999, Cornell University's 
Southeast Asia Program is sponsoring a 
graduate symposium entitled "Making 
Up Southeast Asia:' This one-day pro
gram will be held at the Kahin Center 
for Advanced Research on Southeast 
Asia. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Rita Kipp, professor of anthropology, 
head, Department of Asian Studies, 
Kenyon College 

GRADUATE SPEAKERS 
(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE) 

Tami Loos (Department of History, 
Cornell University): "Making Up 
Southeast Asia: Identities" 

Giak Cheng Khoo, University of British 
Columbia: "Can Pondans Be ... ?" 

Smita Lahiri (Department of Anthropol
ogy, Cornell University): "Making 
Sickness and Wellness: Witchcraft 
and Healing in the Philippines" 

Yun Wen Sung (Department of Asian 
Studies, Cornell University): "God or 
Goddess? Tracing the Balinese Trans
formation of a Chinese Deity'' 

Jennifer Foley (Department of History of 
Art, Cornell University): "Head
dresses, Spears, and Sarongs: The 
Delineation of Khmer Identity in 
Angkorian Temple Reliefs" 

Amanda Rath (Department of History of 
Art, Cornell University): "Jim 
Thompson's Remains: Constructing 
Southeast Asia Out of Ignorance, 
Mystery, and Cold Cash" 

Notrida G. Basa Mandica (Department 
of Political Science, Northern Illinois 
University): "Southeast Asia and the 
IMF: Responses to the 1998 Global
ized Financial Crisis" 

Pattana Kitiarsa (Department of Anthro
pology, University of Washington) : 
"Remembering the Pop Queen: 
The Rise of the Phumphuang Cult of 
the Lottery-mania in Contemporary 
Thailand" 

This program is free and open to the 
public. 

NEW ARCHIVE ON CAMPUS 

Carol Rubenstein, a visiting scholar at 
the Kahin Center during 1992-1993, 
completed an archive of her source 
materials in collecting, translating, and 
documenting oral literature of Sarawak 
Dayaks in East Malaysia, 1971-1989. 
This presents the background for her 
published works. The archive is at the 
Rare and Manuscript Collections, in 
association with the Echols Collection, 
Krach Library, Cornell University. Docu
ments, derivations of special words and 
phrases, photographs, and tape record
ings are available for further study by 
interested researchers. 



Southeast Asia Program Publications 
SEAP Publications is very proud to offer a number of new titles and a special October 1998 issue of the journal, Indonesia, 
which is focused on patterns of events leading up to the demise of Suharto's New Order. 

HISTORY, CULTURE, AND 
REGION IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
PERSPECTIVES 

0. W. Wolters 

A new edition of this classic study of 
the mandala Southeast Asia. The book 
includes a substantial postscript which 
examines scholarship that has contrib
uted to the study of Southeast Asian 
history since 1982. The broad span of 
the discussion and the depth of re
search should engage both students 
and scholars. 

STORIES FROM DJAKARTA: 
CARICATURES OF CIRCUM
STANCES AND THEIR HUMAN 
BEINGS 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer 

A collection of short stories written in 
the 1950s by Pramoedya Ananta Toer, 
renowned Indonesian author. With an 
introduction by Benedict Anderson. 
Translated by the Nusantara Translation 
Group, with Sumit Mandal and 
Benedict Anderson. 
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FIGURES OF CRIMINALITY IN 
INDONESIA, THE PHILIPPINES, 
AND COLONIAL VIETNAM 

Edited by Vicente L. Rafael 

A complex, multifaceted examination of 
"criminality'' and "the criminal" as con
structs and as active presences in 
Southeast Asia. Contributors include 
Daniel S. Lev, Henk M. Maier, Rudolf 
Mrazek, James T. Siegel, and others. 

GANGSTERS, DEMOCRACY, AND 
THE STATE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Edited by Carl A. Trocki 

An examination of the roles charismatic 
"strongmen" have played in Southeast 
Asian politics, specifically in Thailand, 
Burma, and the Philippines. 

A TOUR OF DUTY: CHANGING 
PATTERNS OF MILITARY POLI
TICS IN INDONESIA IN THE 
1990S 

Douglas Kammen and Siddharth 
Chandra 

This book constructs a portrait of 
today's Indonesian army through an 
analysis of substantial new data on the 
command tenures and careers of its 
officers. [Forthcoming] 

INDDNES/A 66, OCTOBER 1998 
LIST OF ARTICLES 

"Master Card in Washington's Hand," by 
Noam Chomsky 

"State of Fear: Controlling the Criminal 
Contagion in Suharto's New Order," 
by Joshua Barker 

"Pemuda Pancasila: Loyalist Free Men 
of Suharto's Order?," by Loren Ryter 

"Early Thoughts on the Violence of May 
13 and 14, 1998, in Jakarta," by 
James T. Siegel 

"Reformasi Total: Labor After Suharto," 
by Vedi R. Hadiz 

"Rawan Is as Rawan Does: The Origins 
of Disorder in New Order Aceh," by 
Geoffrey Robinson 

"Macet Total: Logics of Circulation and 
Accumulation in the Demise of 
Indonesia's New Order," by John T. 
Sidel 

CATALOG 

The new 1999 catalog of Southeast Asia 
Program publications is available on 
request. It includes all ordering and 
pricing information. To ask for a catalog 
or place an order, contact Southeast 
Asia Program Publications, Distribution 
Center, Cornell University, East Hill 
Plaza, 369 Pine Tree Road, Ithaca, NY 
14850-2820; phone, 607 255-8038; 
fax, 607 255-7534. Our e-mail address 
is SEAP-Pubs@cornell.edu. To order 
over the Internet, visit our Web site at 
www.einaudi.cornell.edu/ 
SoutheastAsia/ 

We are developing a Web site 
through which readers will be able to 
search a database of all our books in 
print, view a description of books se
lected, and make purchases through 
secure credit-card transactions. 



Doctoral Dissertations 
on Southeast Asia 
MAY24, 1998 

Caroline Sy Hau (English language and literature): 
"(Com)Promised Nation: Literature and the Problem of 
Consciousness in Post-Colonial Philippines" 

Eva-Lotta Elisabet Hedman (government): "In the Name of 
Civil Society: Contesting Free Elections in the Post-Colonial 
Philippines" 

James Van Riker (government): ''The State, Institutional 
Pluralism, and Development from Below: The Changing 
Political Parameters of State-NGO Relations in Indonesia" 

SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 

Esteban Celeste Godilano (soil, crop, and atmospheric 
science): "Spatial Analysis Framework for Community
Based Watershed Management in Tropical Uplands of the 
Philippines" 

Peter George Malvicini (education): "Construction Dialogs to 
Understand Transformation: Government Devolution and 
Local Development in the Philippines" 

Michael John Montesano Ill (history): ''The Commerce of 
Trang, 1930s-1990s: Thailand's National Integration in 
Social-Historical Perspective" 

Peter Vail (anthropology): ''Violence and Control: Social and 
Cultural Dimensions of Boxing in Thailand" 
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RecentM. A. 
Graduates 
MAY24, 1998 

Kirida Bhaopichir (economics) 

Marsha Butler (history) 

Takeshi Daimon (regional science) 

Yuri Surtadi Mansury (regional science) 

SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 

Tida Sukeelap (Asian studies): "Thailand's Foreign Policy 
towards Vietnam, 1979-1989" 



SEAP Outreach; Whats New 
THE THIRD ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SUMMER INSTITUTE 

"FLEXIBLE BORDERS: MIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND 
IDENTITY FORMATION" 
MONDAY, JUNE 28, 1999 

The third annual International Studies Summer Institute will offer a collaborative 
program for high school teachers that examines global issues related to high 
school social-studies curricula. This year's one-day program will pay special atten
tion to migration, citizenship and identity as they relate to the topics covered in 
New York State's learning standards for social studies. 

The emergence of new communities resulting from migration redefines how 
we understand ethnicity, nationalism, and community within the context of fluid 
borders. This workshop will examine ways to increase our understanding of these 
transitions, and suggestions for addressing these topics in the context of New York 
State's high school social-studies curricula. 

The area studies National Resource Centers at Cornell will offer this workshop 
for high school teachers that present the impacts of these transitions in Latin 
America, Europe, and Asia. Presentations will be conducted by speakers from the 
Latin American Studies Program, the East Asia Program, the South Asia Program, 
the Southeast Asia Program, and the Institute for European Studies. 

More information is available from Mary Jo Dudley, associate director, Latin 
American Studies Program, Cornell University, 190 Uris Hall, Ithaca NY 14853-7601; 
phone, 607 255-3345; e-mail, mjd9@cornell.edu. 

PATTERNS OF ISLAMIZATION IN INDONESIA: A CURRICULUM UNIT 
FOR POST-SECONDARY EDUCATORS 
BY R. MICHAEL FEENER AND 
ANNAM.GADE 

This project introduces patterns in the religious and cultural dimensions of the Is
lamic experience in Indonesia, a non-Arab Muslim society. The goal of this unit is to 
foster an appreciation of the distinctiveness of Islam in Southeast Asia as well as 
the significance of Southeast Asian Islam in the larger Muslim world. The unit is 
divided into three sections, which are loosely chronological and also thematically 
interrelated. These sections deploy illustrative examples of key concepts, 
such as that of "lslamization:' Specific examples are drawn primarily from 
the fields of religious performance, narrative expression, or practices of 
piety. Each section includes study questions, a list of suggested readings, 
and a supplementary reading from a primary source transla-
tion. The entire curriculum unit is accompanied by a set of 
twenty slides, which bear direct connection to the main text: 
slide images are referenced throughout the unit. 

To obtain a copy of this curriculum unit contact SEAP's 
Office of Outreach, Kahin Center, Cornell University, 
640 Stewart Avenue, Ithaca, NY 14850-3857; phone, 
607 275-9452; e-mail, pn 12@cornell.edu. 
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SEAP Faculty Members 1998-1999 
Benedict R. 0. Anderson, Aaron L. Binenkorb Professor of 
International Studies and director of the Cornell Modern 
Indonesia Project 

Warren B. Bailey, associate professor of finance 

Randolph Barker, professor emeritus of agricultural 
economics and Asian studies 

Thak Chaloemtiarana, director of the Southeast Asia 
Program, associate dean of arts and sciences, associate 
professor of Asian studies 

Abigail C. Cohn, associate professor of linguistics and 
Asian studies 

Paul Gellert, assistant professor of rural sociology 

Martin F. Hatch, associate professor of music and 
Asian studies 

Robert B. Jones, professor emeritus of languages 
and linguistics 

George Mel. Kahin, Aaron L. Binenkorb Professor Emeritus 
of International Studies 

A. Thomas Kirsch, professor of anthropology and Asian 
studies 

Jennifer M. Krier, assistant professor of anthropology and 
Asian studies 

Kaja McGowan, assistant professor of history of art and 
Asian studies 

Stanley J. O'Connor, professor emeritus of history of art and 
Asian studies 

Allen Riedy, curator, John M. Echols Collection on Southeast 
Asia; adjunct assistant professor of Asian studies 

James T. Siegel, professor of anthropology and Asian studies 

Keith W. Taylor, associate professor of Vietnamese cultural 
studies 

Erik Thorbecke, H. Edward Babcock Professor of Economics 
and Food Economics 

Lindy Williams, assistant professor of rural sociology and 
Asian studies 

John U. Wolff, professor of linguistics and Asian studies 

Oliver W. Wolters, Goldwin Smith Professor Emeritus of 
Southeast Asian History 

David K. Wyatt, John Stambaugh Professor of Southeast 
Asian History 

LANCUACETEACHERS 

Elizabeth Chandra, teaching assistant of Indonesian 

W. Arndt Graf, visiting lecturer of Indonesian 

Ngampit Jagacinski, senior lecturer of Thai 

Hannah Phan, teaching associate of Khmer 

Theresa Savella, teaching associate of Tagalog 

Thuy Tranviet, lecturer of Vietnamese 

San San Hnin Tun, senior lecturer of Burmese 

W\VW.einaudi.comcll.cdu/SoutheastAsia 
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