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1~ From the Director
,;

Dear Friends,
We are launching a new venture, a bulletin that we
hope you will find interesting and useful. Whether you
are a recent graduate or a longtime friend of the
Southeast Asia Program, you will find that the Program
is both much the same as you remember it and also a
changing and varied academic venture. We thought you
might welcome an annual publication that renews old
ties while keeping you abreast of recent developments
here in the library, graduate theses, faculty (both
well-remembered and new), visiting fellows, and specia l
programs and activities.
In this first issue of the Bulletin, we have tried to
anticipate the areas that might interest you most. We are
hoping that you will let us have your reactions and
suggestions. We hope, too, that you may wish to
contribute to the Bulletin, so that among the large and
impressive group of Southeast Asianists who have in
one way or another been a part of the Cornell experience
we will develop an active correspondence.
Sincerely,

~ t~'~

Stanley J. O'Connor
Director

Lauriston Sharp and
Southeast Asian Studies
at Cornell
Stanley J. O'Connor
Walking by the open windows of Lincoln Hall in spring, a
first-time visitor to Cornell might be surprised to hear a
gentle rain of gamelan music. Continuing on to Morrill
Hall, he or she might easily encounter a class repeating
in unison the soft, honeyed sounds of Indonesian or the
musical rising and falling tones of Thai. If the tour
included the library system, the visitor would learn that
Cornell has the most important library collection on
Southeast Asia in America. Why, it might be natural to
ask, should the University be linked in such complex
ways to a region that is, despite our recent anguished
involvement in Vietnam, remote from the experience
and interest of most Americans?
Any answer to that question must begin with some
acquaintance with Lauriston Sharp, the person most
responsible for making Cornell one of the leading
centers for Southeast Asian studies in the world . For
forty-five years the present Goldwin Smith Professor of
Anthropology and Asian Studies emeritus has been a
familiar figure crossing the Arts Quad on his daily
passage to his office. It is always easy to spot him,
because he charges through that large space at such a
clip that the air around him seems lit with an overflow
of energy.
One's first impression is that he speaks, drives, and
thinks at the same full tilt, and this is soon confirmed. A
second impression is that the same energy fuels an
almost fathomless curiosity about people, a delight in
the oddly assorted ways they have of arranging their
lives into patterns. Despite the distancing and objective
methods of anthropology, he must, one imagines, bring
to his research the same obsessive personal
engagement with which a diarist records the lives of
others through experience mutually shared.
In the lengthened perspective of years, Lauri, as he
is known to his friends, can call on firsthand
acquaintance with an extraordinary range of field
experience, from his recent involvement with the upland
peoples who tend the opium poppy fields of the Golden
Triangle in Southeast Asia to his student years when he
spent three summers among American Indians of the
plains and the Southwest. Twice in the late twenties he
went on packhorse expeditions, locating archaeological
sites in the beautiful canyon country beside the
Colorado River in southern utah. One summer his only
companion was a Navajo guide who knew no English;
the problems of mutual incomprehension made a telling
impression, especially during the crisis when the horses
almost drowned in the Colorado River. Later, while
working with Fox Indians in Iowa, there was the problem
of understanding what lay behind the blunt English with
which local whites expressed their uncomprehending
fear and dislike of the neighboring Indians.
After receiving his undergraduate degree in 1929 at
the University of Wisconsin and serving a semester as a

freshman dean there, Lauri was able to spend five richly
rewarding months working with Chaouia Berbers on the
high plateaux of eastern Algeria. It was his first
experience of the tensions in a colonial system, and it
was later to affect strongly his own address toward
Southeast Asia when he served in a policy-making
capacity in the U.S. Department of State.
Although he majored in philosophy as an
undergraduate, Lauri's encounters with the daily lives of
peoples markedly different in values, intellectual habit,
and circumstances caused him to switch to
anthropology for graduate study. He went directly from
North Africa to the University of Vienna so that he could
study with Robert Heine-Geldern, a specialist on
Southeast Asia. The region was at that time rather off
the map for European and American anthropologists,
and Lauri could see that, with its staggering profusion of
languages and its myriad of tribal groups sprinkled like
confetti over narrow valleys, high hills, steaming rivers,
and islands, the attention it had received was in almost
inverse proportion to the possibilities it offered for
rewarding study.
He retained his fascination with Southeast Asia
when he entered the Harvard doctoral program in
anthropology in 1931, but the vagaries of funding for
research in the early thirties were such that he had to
seize the best opportunity for fieldwork that became
available. This proved to be among the aborigines in
North Queensland, Australia. For over two years Lauri
lived the timeless hunting and gathering life, the bulk of
it with the Yir Yoront in the bush, a sixty-mile walk from
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the nearest white settlement. He wryly observes that,
while they occasionally threw spears at each other, they
only once aimed at him and then merely with a
boomerang. He admits to having been initially a bit
fearful of his new companions, who wore no trousers
and carried nothing remotely resembling a
handkerchief. He soon perceived that they, in turn,
found him quite alarming precisely because he blew his
nose in a handkerchief that was then carefully wrapped
up and tucked in a trousers pocket, for what future
magical use they could not discern-a practice they
could hardly learn, lacking the technical resources. It is
difficult to believe that the sober title of a Harvard Ph.D.
dissertation on "The Social Anthropology of a Totemic
System in North Queensland, Australia" encompasses
social theater of such comic possibility.
When Lauri joined the Cornell faculty in 1936, there
was no department of anthropology. Both President
Livingston Farrand (a Ph.D. in anthropology) and his
successor, Edmund Ezra Day, were eager, however, to
see an expansion of the social sciences at Cornell.
Sharp, along with the social psychologist Leonard 5.
Cottrell and the demographer Julian L. Woodward, was
encouraged to set up a combined department of
sociology and anthropology. He served as chairman of
the department from 1942 to 1956. A breal, in his
chairmanship came during the last stages of the war in
early t 945, when, like so many people who had some
knowledge of Asia, he was asked to go to Washington,
D .C. He joined the State Department's Bureau of Far
Eastern Affairs to work in the division charged with
Southeast Asian affairs .
This experience had an enormous impact on Lauri.
He was distressed by the paucity of knowledge on
Southeast Asia available to officials in Washington in
1945 and 1946, and the problem was compounded by
the very structure of decision making. At that time
policies relating to the so-called dependent territories of
Southeast Asia-Laos, Cambodia, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaya, and Burma-had to be approved by the
respective State Department desks and divisions that
dealt with the colonial powers-France, the Netherlands,
and the United Kingdom-that controlled those areas.
These offices, of course, were located in the Bureau of
European Affairs and were staffed by personnel with a
limited lrnowledge of Southeast Asia and, in Sharp's
view, a predominantly European-centered outlook.
Looking back on his Washington experience, Lauri
says he returned to Cornell "appalled, distressed, and
really frightened" at the ignorance Americans had of a
region of vast population and rich natural resources,
strategically placed across the major shipping lanes of
East-West trade. He was determined to do something to
redress this situation. By 1948 he had organized the
Cornell Thailand Project and was in Thailand, directing a
concerted multidisciplinary effort to chart the impact of
change and modernization on Bang Chan, a ricegrowing village on the central plain.
While carrying out his own research and chairing the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, in 1950
Sharp organized the Southeast Asia Program at Cornell.
He served as its director from 1950 until 1960, kept it
firmly linl,ed with college departments, and guided its
growth in stature and complexity from its beginnings,

when only two staff members and ten graduate students
were directly concerned with the area.
Since 1952, when the first doctoral degree was
awarded to a Southeast Asia Program student, more
than 240 students have written doctoral dissertations
focused on Southeast Asia in a wide variety of
disciplines. Many more-the total is 342, including a
higher proportion of students from Southeast Asian
countries-have been awarded master's degrees. Almost
half these students have come to Cornell from, and
returned to, Southeast Asia.
The full-time faculty of the Southeast Asia Program
has grown from two to sixteen, all of them members of
departments in either the College of Arts and Sciences
or the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences . They
represent a broad range of disciplines in the social
sciences and the humanities: agricultural economics,
anthropology, government, history, history of art,
linguistics, music, rural sociology, and sociology.
The three linguists offer instruction in most of the major
national languages of the region: Burmese, Cambodian,
Cebuano, Indonesian, Javanese, Tagalog, Thai, and
Vietnamese.
A steady stream of scholars come to Ithaca from all
over the world to work not only with faculty members
but particularly in the library collection on Southeast
Asia, the most comprehensive in the United States . II is
now named the John M. Echols Collection, in honor of
the professor of linguistics and literature who devoted
almost thirty years to its development over and above
his teaching and research responsibilities. A 1949
shipment of materials purchased in Bangkok and
Saigon by Sharp was the first specialized acquisition for
this core element of the program, which he saw from the
beginning as a potential national resource.
Although he retired from teaching in 1977,
Lauriston Sharp maintains an active schedule of
research, writing, and consulting with students old and
new. He rarely misses a Tuesday lunch meeting of the
Southeast Asia Program faculty, and he is in frequent
attendance at the informal luncheon seminar series on
Southeast Asia that has been meeting every Thursday
for more than twenty years. He is pleased about the way
things have developed, and he takes modest comfort
from the fact that, for many years now, the State ·
Department has each year been sending at least one of
its foreign service officers to Ithaca to spend a year of
study leave in the Southeast Asia Program.

This article originally appeared in Corn e ll University's Aris anc/
Sciences Newsletter, volume 3, number I (fall 1981 ).
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John M. Echols Collection on Southeast Asia
Continues to Grow

Cornell University has continued to maintain the largest
and most comprehensive collection in the world on
Southeast Asia. By the middle of 1982 these holdings
numbered 162,703 volumes, I 5, 23 I periodical titles,
and 774 newspaper titles.
Giok Po Oey, curator of the John M. Echols
Collection on Southeast Asia, works with a staff of eight
to ensure the quality and growth of this important library
collection. Recent acquisitions include a donation of
more than fifteen hundred books on Asian art from
Alexander B. Griswold and a gift from Keith C. Bentley of
six large yellow sheets decorated with dragon and
phoenix designs, which appear to be official
administrative documents of the Nguyen dynasty.
Through the help of Laura Summers, of the
University of Lancaster, microfilms were made of a
current Cambodian periodical, Kampuchea, which is
published in Phnom Penh. Roger Smith donated two
boxes of materials that include a good number of
Phnom Penh imprints from the Sihanouk era.
With the help of graduate student Vicente L. Rafael,
microfilm copies of some forty Spanish works that date
from the seventeenth through the nineteenth century
and deal with the conquest and conversion of the
Filipinos, and linguistic studies of local dialects and

religious literature written by Spanish and Filipino
authors, were obtained from the Biblioteca Nacional de
Espana in Madrid.
Another major acquisition on the Philippines was
the purchase, from Title 11-C funds, of the Jos e P. Laurel
Papers, consisting of ninety-eight rolls of microfilm.
Laurel was a prominent public figure who was secretary
of the interior, chief justice, and senator during the
American administration of the Philippines and
subsequently became a collaborator of the Japanese,
who appointed him president of the Philippines during
World War II.
Of extraordinary importance for Javanese studies
was the acquisition of 190 reels of microfilm of
Javanese-language historical and cultural material
dating from the eighteenth to the early twentieth
century. The collections represent the equivalent of a
half million pages of text. This project, which is still in
progress, is funded by a grant of $42,000 from the
National Endowment for the Humanities and is being
carried out under the auspices of the Southeast Asia
Program. Credit for the success of the project goes to
graduate student Nancy Florida and Professor David K.
Wyatt, project director, as well as to the willing
cooperation of the Reksapustaka of the Mangkunagara
palace, the Radyapustaka of the museum in Surakarta,
and the Surakarta palace library. There are two other
developments in the Echols Collection that are of special
note: the Title 11-C Serials Project and donations from
Thai alumni.

Title 11-C Serials Project
Under a three-year grant from the Office of Education,
the Echols Collection has been engaged in a systematic
effort to improve its holdings of Southeast Asian se1ial
publications. The effort has involved countless hours of
searching microf11m catalogs, booksellers' lists, and the
catalogs of libraries around the world by a dedicated
corps of workers in the library and with the voluntary

Examining some 190 reels of microfilm comprising
the largest cache in America of manuscript materials
from the island of Java in Indonesia and now in the
possession of Cornell University Libraries are from left,
clockwise, Louis E. l"lartin, University librarian; Giok Po
Oey, curator of the John /1'1. Echols Collection on
Southeast Asia; Jessica Glicken, graduate student in
anthropology; C. Herbert Finch, assistant University
librarian for special collections; and David K. Wyatt,
professor of Southeast Asian history.
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assistance of Professor David Wyatt and the late
Professor John Echols.
One of the most dramatic of the changes in the
library's holdings is in the area of Thai-language
periodicals and newspapers. Until recently the library
held virtually no serials from the period from about
1910 to 1946, save the weekly edition of the Bangkok
Times (in English), and the Government Gazette to 1926
and from 1946. A visit to Thailand by Professor David
Wyatt in July 1980 resulted in the order of nearly 250
reels of microl1lm from the National Library. Another 82
reels has recently been ordered from the William J .
Gedney Thai Collection of the University of Michigan.
Titles ordered include numerous daily Thai-language
newspapers from the 1930s and the World War II period
as well as a broad range of magazines on a variety of
subjects. The latter include, for example, the
turn-of-the-century periodicals edited by K. S. R. Kulap
and T. W. S. Wannapho (ThTan Wan); such magazines as
Dusit samit (weekly, 1918-24) and Kammakon (weekly,
1922-23) from the Sixth Reign; the early popular
magazines Sap Thai (weekly, 1921-27), Thai khasem
(weekly, 1924-36), and ST kru.ng (monthly, 1913-27);
the literary Wannakhadf san (monthly, 1942-44); and an
important segment of the Ratchakitchanubeksa
(Government Gazette) for the years 1928-33 (we still
lack volumes 43 [ 1926/27] and 44 [ 1927 /28J and
volumes 51 to 62.) When all these microfilms are
completed and cataloged, which may take several more
years, academic research on Thai history in this
extremely intricate and important period will be a good
deal easier than it was previously.

Library Donations from Thai Alumni
In the past year a number of Cornell and Program
alumni have made important donations of books and
periodicals to the Echols Collection on Southeast Asia in
the Cornell University Libraries. In addition to large
numbers of books distributed at cremation cermonies,
which are notoriously hard to procure for libraries,
alumni have provided runs of rare periodicals. Tom
Siribongse Boon-Long, a Cornell graduate from the
1930s, sent a nearly complete run of the important
literary periodical Pramuan mak (weekly, 1934-35), of
which we now lack only volume I, number 2, and
volume 2, number 35. The late Detchat Wongkomolchet
sent what appears to be a complete run of the Warasan
Mahasarakham, plus a number of annual reports of
provincial governments and municipalities. Other books
were also provided by Dr. Vichitvong Na Pombejara, Dr.
Wisit-Pannee Prachuabmoh, Mr. Chalat Lyyavanit, Khun
Keawta Kanawan, Professor Aphonratana Ratanadaros,
Saneh Vadanathorn, and M. L. Chuachuen Kampoo.
Alumni, whether in Southeast Asia or elsewhere, might
write Professor David Wyatt or Mr. Giok Po Oey, curator
of the Echols Collection, before throwing out those odd
issues or runs of magazines and scholarly journals;
those issues might fill important gaps in our library
holdings.

Gamelan Performs at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Borgatta and Marjie Suanda. The performance was
jointly sponsored by the museum's music department
and Cornell's Southeast Asia Program.
The gamelan instruments used in the performance
were once owned by Carroll C. Bratman, who presented
them to the museum in 1977. The museum did not have
room to display the gamelan, and since it is museum
policy that its musical instruments be used because they
might otherwise deteriorate in a display case, the
gamelan was put on long-term loan to Cornell. These
instruments now form the core of Cornell's Gamelan
Ensemble. In appreciation for this loan, every few years
Cornell's Gamelan Ensemble gives a performance at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Cornell's Gamelan Ensemble, one of the largest
gamelans in America, performed for more than three
thousand people in the Temple of Dendur at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art this spring. Under the
direction of Professor Martin Hatch, fifteen of the
gamelan's instrumentalists and three dancers presented
a suite of masked dances called the topeng babakan.
Endo Suanda, a master dancer who was a Fulbright
visiting artist at Cornell last year, performed selections
from the Panji cycle, a series of stories in masked dance
about Panji, an Indonesian pre-Hindu hero. In addition
to the gamelan, master drummer Undang Sumarna, an
artist-in-residence at the University of california, Santa
Cruz, also accompanied Mr. Suanda and dancers Mia
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John M. Echols

1913-1982

i
l

I

I

The following remarks were presented by Professor
George Kah in at the memorial services for John M.
Echols, emeritus professor of linguistics and Asian
studies, who died on June 16, 1982, in Ithaca.
"You've all known John as a master of selfdeprecatory humor. This stemmed, as you realize,
from a very genuine modesty, and he probably wouldn't
have approved of even the most Spartan eulogy. But I
think those many who loved him would feel a little
empty without at least some brief reflection on what he
achieved and what he has meant to us.
" When John and his family arrived at Cornell in
1952, he had already had a distinguished career. In
completing his doctorate in linguistics at the University
of Virginia and in subsequent study, he mastered a full
dozen tongues, specializing in the Germanic languages
and, with that powerful intellectual curiosity that always
fueled his scholarship, encompassing Hittite as well.
(Fortunately for Cornell, his love affair with Hittite later
yielded place to the attractions of the Indonesian
languages.) During the war he had served in Naval
Intelligence, first in Washington, and from 1944 to .194 7
in Stockholm-one of the many places where he was at
home in the local language. Then, as deputy director of
the language program in the State Department's Foreign
Service Institute, he was challenged to prepare its first
Indonesian language program so that our Foreign
Service officers could finally learn to speak the language
of the world's fifth most populous country. So well did he
fulfill that difficult assignment that in the course of a
single year-1952-the American Council of Learned
Societies invited him to prepare an Indonesian-English
dictionary, the Ford Foundation asked him to organize
and direct an English-language teaching project in
Indonesia, and he was invited to Cornell as associate
professor of linguistics in charge of instruction in
Indonesian, Malay, Javanese, and Malaya-Polynesian.
"And so he and his family settled in Ithaca, and with
his enormous energy John was able to carry forward all
three endeavors to success. (I don't think he ever
worked an eight-hour day in his life-it was usually
twelve or thirteen.) Very quickly he established himself
as one of the West's foremost authorities on Indonesian
languages and literature. He developed new methods
for teaching Indonesian languages, and his students
went on to form the main cadres for its instruction in
this country and in Australia. English teaching in
Indonesia owes him a similar debt. And he also
pioneered the teaching in this country of Southeast
Asian literature in translation .
"John never much liked administration, but at 1
Cornell he did considerably more than his shareserving as chairman of the Department of Far Eastern
Studies (now the Department of Asian Studies) for five

years and as associate director of the Southeast Asia
Program and Modern Indonesia Project until he retired
four years ago. He has a strong sense of responsibility
toward both and was vital to their growth and success.
"Outside of teaching, John focused most of his
scholarly efforts on producing what have become the
standard Indonesian-English and English-Indonesian
dictionaries and was in the process of their revision
when he died . He was devoted to this staggering task,
which he enjoyed despite his fondness for quoting those
who disparaged such work-a Dutch colleague who
chided him with, " What crime have you committed to be
saddled with this?" and the French scholar who
remarked that "the worst criminals should neither be
executed nor sentenced to forced labor but should be
condemned to compile dictionaries. " In a more serious
vein, he would frequently acknowledge that without
Nancy's help he could never have seen these projects
through. And it is certain that her cheerful and
supportive involvement in some of the most tedious
aspects of this work made it possible for him to do so.
"There was yet a third major contribution John
made to Cornell. It was as much a labor of love as were
his teaching and dictionaries, but it was not a function of
his academic appointment nor supported by any
foundation grant. This was his prodigious effort in
building up the Cornell University Libraries' Southeast
Asia collection . I'm confident that its curator, Giok Po
Oey, who has devoted his own life to this purpose, would
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have been the case. And it is to the Cornell University
Libraries' John M. Echols Collection-now a magnet for
scholars from all over the world-that Indonesians as
well as other Southeast Asian, European, Japanese, and
Soviet scholars come to carry out research in a
collection unmatched in their own countries.
"While the fruits of John's work are known far
beyond Ithaca, his modesty and unassuming mien will, I
think, have obscured these accomplishments for many
of those who have known him here. For John was
refreshingly unpretentious, and his accomplishments
were achieved quietly and without fanfare.
"But surely, what all of us will remember is the
remarkable human being John was, the qualities of his
character, and the ways in which he affected the lives of
so many of us. In continuing astonishment we will, I
think, recall the breadth and liveliness of his range of
interests and marvel at his absolutely irrepressible sense
of wry humor and inability to overlook the possibility of
a pun, his deep concern for the welfare of those around
him, and his spontaneous impulse to help them. And
above all we will remember how our own lives have been
touched by his and have been warmed and brightened
by his gentle kindness and sweet nature."

readily acknowledge that without John's sustained
thirty-year effort Cornell's collection on Southeast Asia
would not now be recognized as by far the world's best.
Those who are aware of John's working late into the
night writing letters to hundreds of scholars and
collectors around the world to enlist their help in
acquiring rare and ephemeral items may begin to
appreciate why the collection has been given his name.
John received many honors-among them fellowships
from the Ford, Guggenheim, and Rockefeller
foundations-and he served as president of the
Association for Asian Studies.
"But this recognition aside, what does his work all
add up to? If you think about it, there is, I believe, only
one phrase that effectively describes what John has
accomplished. It is a hackneyed term, often
indiscriminately applied, but sometimes such words are
the most appropriate, and in his case they surely fit. One
can fairly say that his career has built a bridge between
this country and Indonesia and that over it there is a
heavy two-way traffic. Thanks to his development of
language programs in this country and Indonesia and
thanks to his unrivaled dictionaries, communicationverbal and printed-between peoples of the two
countries is enormously greater than would otherwise

Program Publications

famous of the Indonesian uprisings against Dutch rule,
in which for a while Communists, Islamic leaders, and
local bandits were able to cooperate in their opposition
to the colonial power.
The new publication in the CMIP Translation Series
is of the defense statement "Mendobral, ... Belenggu
Penindasan Rakyat Indonesia," given by Heri Akhmadi, a
student leader at the Bandung Institute of Technology,
who in 1979 was put on trial on charges of insulting the
head of state. This statement, translated as Breaking
the Chains of Oppression of the Indonesian People, is a
critique expressing a viewpoint widely held by
Indonesian students regarding the political and
economic policies being followed in Indonesia.
Currently in press is an interim report, tentatively
titled "Approaches to the Study of Modern Indonesia,"
which will incorporate a number of influential essays,
published and unpublished, debating approaches
among Western scholars to the study of Indonesian
politics and history. Including pieces by Feith, Anderson,
Mc Vey, Mackie, Robison, and Emerson, among several
others, this collection should provide a useful text for
the teaching of courses focused on Indonesia.
The Modern Indonesia Project is still housed at I 02
West Avenue, which is also the setting for the regular
Southeast Asia Program Thursday luncheon seminars
and provides office space for many Program students
and visiting fellows.

The Southeast Asia Program has four major areas of
publication: the Cornell Modern Indonesia Project
Publications, the journal Indonesia, the Southeast Asia
Program Data Papers, and study and teaching materials.
In addition, the Program publishes the Outreach
Resources Bulletin and the Accessions List of the John
M. Echols Collection on Southeast Asia.

Cornell Modern Indonesia Project
During 1981 and 1982 the Cornell Modern Indonesia
Project (CMIP) published two monographs and one
translation in addition to revising and reprinting
Soemarsaid Moertono's State and Statecraft in Old Java:
A Study of the Later Mataram Period, Sixteenth to
Nineteenth Century and bringing out a fourth printing of
Benedict R. O'G. Anderson's Mythology and the
Tolerance of the Javanese.
The first of the new monographs is The
Minangkabau Response to Dutch Colonial Rule in the
Nineteenth Century, by Elizabeth E. Graves, and deals
with late nineteenth-century West Sumatran history,
providing an important addition to regional studies of
Indonesia. The second is Sickle and Crescent: The
Communist Revolt of 1926 in Bantan, by Michael C.
Williams. On the basis of extensive archival research and
interviews with many survivors of the period, Mr.
Williams provides a detailed study of one of the most
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Indonesia

Introduction lo Thai Literature, both by Jones and
Mendiones). The AU.A. Language Center Thai Course,
by J. Marvin Brown, is also distributed through the
Southeast Asia Program Publications Office. These can
be obtained by writing to Hazel Kay, Publications
Office manager.

Thejournal Indonesia has appeared twice a year
since April 1966, and numbers 31 to 34 were
published in 1981-82. Coming out in April and October,
thejournal incorporates recent research dealing with all
aspects of Indonesia's culture, history, politics, and
society. Indonesia has worldwide distribution, and
authors of articles in these last four issues have come
from Australia, England, Indonesia, Japan, and the
Netherlands, in addition to the United States.
The current issue of Indonesia, that of October
1982, is a memorial issue for John M. Echols and is
devoted to the fields of language and literature to which
he contributed so much. It includes translations of
Indonesian short stories, a bibliographical article,
articles on lexicography, and articles dealing with Dutch
and Indonesian literature.
There are plans to focus some future issues of the
journal on specific topics, one concerning Islam in
Indonesia and another on the social history of
nineteenth-century Java.

Outreach Resources Bulletin
Through its outreach office the Program issues the
Outreach Resources Bulletin each semester in order to
keep those who teach courses dealing with Southeast
Asia or who work with Southeast Asians in the United
States informed of the resources on that region
available at Cornell. Each issue highlights a particular
Southeast Asian country and the resources available for
teaching about it, or a particular discipline such as
anthropology and resources appropriate for use in
undergraduate courses. The Outreach Resources
Bulletin is sent free of charge to those who request it.

Recent Data Papers

Accessions List of the Echols Collection

The Southeast Asia Program Data Papers date back to
the publication of Report on the Chinese in Southeast
Asia, by G. William Skinner, in 1951. One hundred
sixteen monographs have been published in this series
to date. The most recent are The Maniyadanabon of
Shin Sandalinka, translated by L. E. Bagshaw (number
I 15, October 1981 ), and Communicative Codes in
Central Java, by John U. Wolff and Soepomo
Poedjosoedarmo (number I I 6, June 1982).
The Maniyadanabon of Shin Sandalinka represents
a type of Southeast Asian literature rarely translated,
indigenous works on statecraft. The reader is given both
a Burmese view of history and a framework of Burmese
Buddhist values within which events and personalities
were judged.
Communicative Codes in Central Java presents a
grammar of code choice in the speech community of
central Java, based on an empirical examination of texts
collected with a cassette recorder and transcribed
exactly. It contains a taxonomic description of the
speech varieties in daily use in central Java in terms of
their social meanings: whal the choice of one or another
code does in terms of human interaction or in terms of
putting into effect the values that motivate the society.

An important source of information on new acquisitions
of the John M. Echols Collection on Southeast Asia is the
monthly Accessions List, which is compiled by curator
Giok Po Oey and published by the Program. It contains
information on books and serials in both Western and
Southeast Asian languages. Those who would like to
subscribe ($10 per year) should write to the Program
office. Back issues from number I (January 1980) are
also available.

Guide to the Echols Collection
We are now in the process of developing a guide to the
Echols Collection. It is designed to introduce and
describe in some detail the library resources on
Southeast Asia now available at Cornell. We plan to
distribute this brochure to scholars in this country and
abroad and to interested library administrators, and
anticipate that it will develop for us an even wider
and more informed constituency for the use of the
Echols Collection.

Southeast Asia Program Bulletin
This, the first issue of a new Program publication, owes
its being to the efforts of many people. It is the product
of the contributions of many faculty and staff members.
Particularly noteworthy are the efforts of Program
director O'Connor to see the Bulletin become a reality.
This issue was edited by Dr. Carol Compton.
Administrative supervisor Helen Swank, administrative
secretary Teresa Palmer, and outreach secretary Lorraine
Taylor spent many hours preparing the alumni lists and
letters that enabled this first issue to reach you .

Study and Teaching Materials
The publications in this series include five texts for
teaching Indonesian (Beginning Indonesian, parts
one and two; Indonesian Readings; Indonesian
Conversation; and formal Indonesian), by John U. Wolff;
Franklin E. Huffman and Tran Trang Hai's Intermediate
Spoken Vietnamese; three texts for teaching Thai
reading and literature (Thai Cultural Reader, book one,
by Robert B. Jones, Ruchira C. Mendiones, and Craig J.
Reynolds; Thai Cultural Reader, book two; and
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Frank H. Golay Retires

At the end of spring term 1981, Frank H. Golay, former
Program director and professor of economics and Asian
studies, retired. A distinguished economist whose
scholarly career has focused on the Philippines, he is the
author of the widely used book The Philippin es: Public
Policy and National Economic Development. The
following remarks by Program director Stanley J.
O'Connor were made at a reception at the Andrew D.
White House honoring Professor Golay.
"l think all of us know that you have made
contributions of great distinction to scholarship, that
you have held prestigious fellowships, that you have
been awarded an honorary doctorate for your
distinguished contribution to the study of the
Philippines. It could be said simply and without
exaggeration that for economists interested in
Southeast Asia, Cornell has been known as the place
where Frank Golay is.
" But with all your international eminence, you have
been rooted in the daily life of this university, devoted to
the students in your classroom and participating fully in
the committees through which the public affairs of the
University are transacted. You have been that great
marvel, a person as effective in administration and
leadership as in teaching and scholarship. You served as
chairman of the Department of Economics, directed the
London-Cornell Project, and, most importantly for many
of us, served for five years as director of the Southeast
Asia Program.
" When you came here in 1953, the Program had just
been launched. A beachhead had been established, but
little more; the future was all ahead, and that was
problematic. Today, one of the major centers in the
world for Southeast Asian studies is at Cornell. You have
been at the heart of this enterprise for twenty-eight
years, Frank, and are one of those central to its success.
"You served as director during a critical time of
readjustment for international studies and with great
natural authority and prudence guided us through it.

It was especially during those years that we were so
conscious of the high capacity, tact, and grace that
Clara, your wife, has always brought to the informal life
of the Program.
"We are sensible, deeply so, of the extraordinary
contribution you have made to the cause of Southeast
Asian studies, to this university, and to the lives of all of
us who have been so much in your company. For you,
Frank, from your colleagues in the Southeast Asia
Program, our gratitude, our affection, and our very
best wishes ."
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Boon, James A. "'Balinese Incest
Recaptured." In Karma in the Popular
Traditions of South and Southeast Asia,
edited by C. Keyes and V. Daniel.
Berkeley: University of California
Press, forthcoming.

About Program People

I~

Faculty and Staff Notes

.

A number of SEAP people have spent
time in Southeast Asia during the last two
years. In spring 1981 Professor R. B.
Jones went to Thailand and Burma to
continue his linguistic research on Karen
and Burmese, with special reference to
pitch register versus tone languages and
to consideration of the nature of
reconstructed languages.
Professor Frank Golay was a member
of a team recruited by the U.S. Agency
for International Development
(USAID/Washington) to assess, during
the summer of 1981, the impact of the
Bicol River Basin Development Project on
economic development and social
change in the Bicol area of the
Philippines. For spring term 1982 he
served as visiting senior research
professor at the Center for Asian Studies,
Arizona State University.
In summer 198 I Professor Martin
Hatch conducted field research in
Indonesia to study the effects of popular
music on the traditional music of that
country. He continues library research
and writing on this subject, which will
result in a book-length manuscript to be
presented for publication in I 985.
Professor James Boon was also in
Indonesia in summer I 98 I to meet again
with people he had worked with
previously in 197 I and 1972.
In fall I 981 , under a grant from the
Social Science Research Council, Dr.
Audrey Kahin went to the Netherlands to
conduct research on the changing role of
Islamic leaders in the nationalist
movement in West Sumatra, 1930-50.
Professor James T. Siegel spent fall
term 1981 in Indonesia to conclude
eighteen months of field research on
Javanese culture with support from the
John s. Guggenheim Foundation as well
as from the Social Science Research
Council, the Fulbright-Hays Program, and
our own Program .
Professors E. Walter Coward and J.
Lin Compton are conducting surveys and
research in Thailand, the Philippines, and
Indonesia under a three-year grant
( 1981-83) of $75,000 from the Luce
Foundation for a comparative study of
extension systems in Asia.
Professors Milton Barnett, E. Walter
Coward, and Gilbert Levine have been
engaged in various aspects of field

research in Indonesia and the Philippines
under a $400,000, three-year contract
with the U.S. Agency for International
Development.
Professor John Wolff spent parts of
summer 1981 and 1982 in Indonesia,
serving once again as coordinator and
director of the intensive language
training program in I 981 and jointly with
Jeff Dreyfuss in 1982. The programs
were held at Satya Wacana University
in Salatiga .
Professor o. W. Wolters spent January
and February 1982 at the Bellagio Study
Center in Italy, working on his book on
Vietnam in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries.
In August 1982, under a grant from
the Department of State, Dr. Carol
Compton visited refugee-processing
centers in the Philippines, Thailand, and
Indonesia to study the English-language
and cultural orientation training provided
Southeast Asian refugees before their
departure for the United States.
Program director Stanley J . O'Connor
visited Thailand during July and August
1982 under the auspices of the
Southeast Asia Ministers of Education
Project in Archaeology and the Fine Arts.
In Bangkok he consulted with Fine Arts
Department officials and Silapakorn
University faculty members on research
on Srivijaya now under way in southern
Thailand . He also visited sites around
the Bay of Ban Don and Nakhon
Sri Thammarat.
In May 1983, Echols Collection
curator Giok Po Oey will travel to
Singapore to attend CONSAL VI, a
conference of Southeast Asian librarians.
Mr. Oey will be representing the
Committee on Research Materials on
Southeast Asia (CORMOSEA) to discuss
the problem of computer graphics for
languages written in non-Roman script.

Faculty and Staff Publications
The following are some of the most
recent books and articles written by
Program people.
Anderson, Benedict R. O'G. "R4ang
'Ruam R4ang San Samai Mai, '" Lok
Nangsue [Book World) 5, no. 6 (March
1982):50-66.
Barker, Randolph; Sunha, Radha;
and Rose, Beth, eds. The Chinese
Agricultural Economy. Boulder, Colo.:
Westview Press, 1982 .
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Compton, Carol J . "Lao Literature." In
Encyclopedia of World literature in the
20th Century. New York: Frederick
Ungar, 1982.
Coward, E. Walter, Jr., ed. Irrigation
and Agricultural Development in Asia:
Perspectives from the Social Sciences.
Ithaca, New York: Cornell University
Press, I 980.
Hirschman, Charles, and Wong,
Morrison . "Unemployment among Urban
Youth in Peninsular Malaysia, 1970:
A Multivariate Analysis of Individual
and Structural Effects." Economic
Development and Cultural Change 30
(January 1982):392-412.

Huffman, Franklin E. "Synchronic
Evidence for the History of Khmer
Vowels." In Papers of the Second
International Conference on Austroasiatic
linguistics, edited by G. Difnoth and
Stampe . Mysore, India: forthcoming.
Kahin, Audrey. " The Impact of the
Indonesian Independence Struggle on
Minangkabau Society." In Socio-Political
and Economic Structure and Processes in
Minangkabau: Papers Presented at the
IUAES lntercongress, 1981, Amsterdam,
edited by F. von Benda-Beckman and
Lynn L. Thomas (forthcoming).
Kahin, George McT. "Sultan dan
Belanda." In Tahta Untuk Rakyat, edited
by Mohamad Roem et al. Jakarta :
Penerbit PT Gramedia, 1982.

Kirsch, A. Thomas. "The Thai Buddhist
Quest for Merit." In Clues to Thai Culture,
compiled by Central Thai Language
Committee (OMf). Bangkok: Kanok
Bannasan Press, 1981.
O'Connor, Stanley J. "Art Critics,
Connoisseurs and Collectors in the
Southeast Asian Rain Forest. " Journal of
Southeast Asian Studies ( 1983).
Oey, Giok Po, comp. Cornell University
Libraries. Southeast Asia Catalog
Supplement. Boston: G.K. Hall,
forthcoming.
Sharp, Lauriston. "Southeast Asian
Studies: Problems and PotentialitiesEast and West." In A Colloquium
on Southeast Asian Studies, edited by
Tunku Shamsul Bahrin et al. Singapore:
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
198 I.

Siegel, James. " Academic Work: The
View from Cornell. " Diacritics (spring
1981).
Wolff. John U. " Uber die Gestaltung der
indonesischen Mundart der Peranakan-

Chinesen in Ostjava. Gava': Studies in
Austronesian Languages and Culture
Dedicated lo Hans Kahler.
Veroffentlichungen des Seminars fur
Indonesische und Sudseesprachen der
Universitat Hamburg, 17. Berlin: Dietrich
Reiner Verlag, 1982.
Wolters, 0. W. "Pham Su Manh's Poems
Written when Patrolling the Vietnamese
Northern Border in the Middle of the
Fourteenth Century." Journal of
Southeast Asian Studies 13, no. 1
(1982):107-19.
Wyatt, David K. "The Subtle Revolution
of King Rama I of Siam." In Southeast
Asian lnlellectua/ History, edited by
Alexander B. Woodside and David K.
Wyatt. New Haven: Yale University Press,
forthcoming.

Visiting Fellows
During fall term 1982 we have had ten
visiting fellows in the Program. From the
People's Republic of China are Gu Hai,
Liao Shao-lian, and Sun Funsheng of the
Southeast Asia Institute of Xiamen
University, and Tien Jukang, professor
emeritus of Fudan University in
Shanghai. Visiting from Japan are
Tukashi Shiraishi of Tokyo University,
Kenji Tsuchiya of Kyoto University, and
Shinji Yamashita of Hiroshima University.
Sahai Sachchidanand of Magadh
University in India; Donald Allen,
professor emeritus of Eisenhower
College; and Robert L. Welsch, a
postdoctoral scholar from the University
of Washington, complete this group.

and Development at Khon Kaen
University in northeastern Thailand. A
translation into Thai of Dr. Akin's
dissertation, a study of the Bangkok
slum known as Wat Yuan, has recently
been published in Bangkok.
Dr. Jennifer Cushman (Ph.D., history,
1975), Australian National University,
took part in an international conference
on "Chinese Entrepreneurship at Home
and Abroad, 1900-1982," held under the
auspices of the Cornell China-Japan
Program in Ithaca on October 1-2.
Other Program alumni currently in
Australia include Dennis Altman, Ian
Burnet, Anthony Diller, Tony Day, Gerri!
de Heer, Herbert Feith, Ada Hartmann,
Reynaldo lleto, Jennifer Lindsay, Michael
Leigh, and Anthony Milner.

John Anthony Day (history), "Meanings of
Change in the Poetry of NineteenthCentury Java" ( 1981 ).
Ebrahim Hosseini-Nasab (agricultural
economics), "Forecasting of Agricultural
Production: The Case of Staple Foods in
West Java, Indonesia" (1982).
Pich it Jamnongpipatkul (civil and
environmental engineering), "Remote
Sensing Study of Some Soils with
Ironstone Gravels and Plinthite in
Thailand" (1981).
Susan Bolyard Millar (anthropology),
"Bugis Society: Given by the Wedding
Guest" (1981).

Graduate Students in Field
Research
Seventeen SEAP graduate students are
conducting dissertation research in
Southeast Asia this term. Ten are in
Indonesia: Peter Berman (agricultural
economics); Charles Daloz (vegetable
crops); Edmund Edwards-McKinnon
(history of art); Nancy Florida (history);
Dede Oetomo (linguistics); Douglas
Vermillion (development sociology); and
Carol Carpenter, John Pemberton, Anne
Schiller, and Yoshiko Yamamoto
(anthropology). In Malaysia are Marina
Roseman and Sharifah Syed Hassan
(anthropology) and Soleha Ishak (theatre
arts). Evan Antworth (linguistics) and
Vicente Rafael (history) are in the
Philippines, Jean Aden (government) is
in Singapore, and Charles Mehl
(development sociology) is in Thailand.

Alumni News
Shelly Errington, one of three women
included among the twenty-one
"geniuses" the John D. and Catherine
MacArthur Foundation recently selected
(New York Times, May 19, 198 I) for an
initial five years of unrestricted support,
received her doctorate in anthropology
and Southeast Asian studies from Cornell
University in January 1975. A specialist in
the cultures of Indonesia and Malaysia,
she is now assistant professor of
anthropology at the University of
California, Santa Cruz.
M. R. Akin Rabibadhana (Ph.D.,
anthropology, 1975), former director of
Thammasat University's Thai-Khadi
Institute, in August assumed the
directorship of the Institute for Research

Siew Tuan Chew (development
sociology), "Community Development
and Urban Dominance: A Comparison of
New and Malay Villages in Malacca
Malaysia" ( 1981 ).

Recent Doctoral Dissertations
The following dissertations were
completed in I 98 I and I 982.
Timothy Babcock (anthropology),
"Religion and Cultural Identity in
KampungJawa Tondano, Sulawesi Utara,
Indonesia" (1981).
William E. Berry, Jr., (government),
"American Military Bases in the
Philippines, Base Negotiations, and
Philippine-American Relations: Past,
Present, and Future" ( 1981 ).
Hock Tong Cheu (anthropology), "An
Analysis of the Nine Emperor Gods"
(1982).

Virginia A. Miralao (sociology), "Female
Employment and Fertility in the
Philippines" ( 1981 ).
Ramchand Naraindas Oad (agricultural
engineering), "Irrigation Water
Management and Relative Water
Supply in Irrigation Systems of
Indonesia" ( 1982).
David Matthew Robinson (government),
"Water Users' Organizations in lwo Large
Philippine Irrigation Systems:
Constraints and Benefits of a
Participatory Approach to Water
Management" ( 1982).
William John Schweller (geological
sciences), "The Origin and Emplacement
History of the Zambales Ophiolite,
Luzon, Philippines" ( 1982).
George D. Sherman (anthropology),
"Social Organization of Samosir Balak
Livelihood in Relation to the System of
Beliefs and Values" ( 1982).
Robert Young Siy (city and regional
planning), "Rural Organizations for
Community Resource Management:
Indigenous Irrigation Systems in the
Northern Philippines" ( 1982).
Christine P. White (government),
"Agrarian Reform and National Liberation
in the Vietnamese Revolution:
1920-1957" (1981).
Arthur R. Williams (government), "Center,
Bureaucracy, and Locality: Central-Local
Relations in the Philippines" ( 198 I).

Cornell University is an equal
opportunity, affirmative action educator
and employer.
Office of University Publications
I 182 IM

12

Southeast Asia Program Bulletin
Cornell University
120 Uris Hall
Ithaca, New York 14853

~

~

e

~

0

z
0

~

~
j>

:Ei
f:

<
<
~
~

"1.

